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INTRODUCTORY LETTER.

.F::wqq Hmideney, 10tk June RIS
To e Burrsn Poumcar Ressesr o Gevon,

Sin,—I have the honor to submit to you some
vbservations on my late visit to Sinde, together
with a few remarks, which may probably be con-
sidered of importance, on the actual government
of that country. As 1 have had an opportunit
which no Eurepean officer ever before enj
of being intimately nequainted with their High-
nesses the Ameers, and #s 1 was at some pains,
during my resilence at their capital, to ascertain
their character and habits, 1 am not without the
hope of bringing to the notice of government some
new und interesting partiouwlars regarding the
singularly constituted court 4f Hyderabad.

I was indeed allowed little leisure for writing
while in Sinde ; and as I left that country under
an impression that T should immediately return
to it, I was less minute in my inquiries than 1
would have otherwise been ; though 1 had never-
theless collected a small stock of information,
which T flattered mysell might be of some im-

* portance to government Sinee my returs io
Cuteh, however, I have had an opportunity,
through your kinduess, of perusing several doou-
ments on the subject of Sinde, aud !Ihnhm
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nm:primi to find, that most of the matter relative
to its history, resources, &c. which [ proposed to
communicate ns new, is already on record, ina
farm which I have mo expectation of equalling,
in the various reports of Messrs. Crow, Seton,
and Ellis, and also in Pottinger's Travels in
Belochistun. » »

Tnder thesecireumstunces, I fear that little more
remains for me, than to give a mere personal nar-
rative of my proceedings. But, even in pursuing
this Emnﬂjr easy course, 1 shall encounter
some difficulty.  An official form is certainly not

* the best suited for detailing the impressions made
upon my mind, by the scenes through which I
passed ;: nor ought these probubly Ehnﬂnnﬁtuw
the subject of the following pages. Still, as go-
vernment, by their letter of the 23d April last,
have left the nature of my report in a mea-
sure to myself, T must rely on the kind consider-
ation of the Honourable the Governor, to pardon
the ihﬂtldhuﬂﬂ ;i];:uﬂur, wfhlth, although un-
nevessary in a point of view, may not, |
m“&“ of interest to himself js:.m:l t'h.ii

I have the honour to be, &e

Jamex Bunwes, M. D.
Hesideney Snrgenn,



T'us following narrative, which cousists simply
of an official report on a country till of lnte years
little known, was originally printed, at the public
expenre, by the Government in India, and first
mzdthf:uu the press ut ?tmhrhm D;
ring following year it was republished
England, and attracted a degree of consideration
which had never been anticipated, having been
not ouly warmly praised in many of the foreign
and British periodicals, but even partly incorpo-
rated into mpttm: of the great :tn.ult;:rﬂrwnﬁs of
the day. The second edition has long been ex-
hansted ; and, considering the interest that has
lately been directed to the régions bordering on
the Indus, it is believed that a third will not
prove unacceptable to the public.

When the auther indulged in the speculations
which will be found in this velume, be little fore-
gaw that his visit to Sinde would be follewed by
such a train of stirring events, in reference to the
Indos, as the course of ten years has dﬂm
Tn 1831, the river was successfully naviga
frnmthn{lcnnlnl.uhmhfhilﬂmﬂlﬂir— '

during 1832-3 and 4, negoti were in pro-
gru:.gud miumm&mﬁmmam,
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under the direetion of Colonel Pottinger, for the
free opening of it us o channel of trule; and in
the end of 1835, Messrs, Heddle and Wood had
the gratification of exhibiting to the astonished
natives of Hyderabad the first steam-buat that
had ever entered the Indus.  Vessels laden with
rich wares from Bombay and Moultan, have now
hailed cach other on its waters; and while the
bazars of Western India are already teeming
witlh the shawls of Cashmere, and the products of
the Punjab, received by the long forbidden routs,
not enly from private speculators, but in 1
invistments from Maharaja Runjeet Sing him-
self, the recent engagements concluded at the
Court of Lahore, and the intended elevation, s
now. announced, of a prince selected by the
Governor-General, to theﬂwm of Ca.h:{, e
companied, as it wuost b, ~occupation of
the countries bordering on the Indus by British
wrmies, will leave us hittle to wish for in the ex-
tonsion of our power along the whole course of
that river, and render it cortain that, ere long,
the manufactures of Manchester, Glusgow, and
Birmingham, will be as eommon in Bokhara,
Candabar, and Samarkand, as in the chief citjes
of Evrope and Anglo. Asia,

g Sinee the Nurrative was first submitied to
Government, many important changes have taken
place in the Court of Sinde ; and has been
busy in the halls of the Ameers. Ay stated in
the original postseript to the w Meer Kurm
Ali Khan died soon after the nﬁ‘: visit ; and,
in October 1838, Meor Mournd AL Khan, the
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lust of the four brothers who founded the Tal-
poor dynasty in Sinde, also passed from this mor-
tal stage.  In 1882, the Vizier, Wullee Mahom-
med Khan Laghuree, dropped into the grave full
of years and honour, having retuined the wonfi-
denoe of his masters, and the love of the people,
to the lnst. To give an iden of the wealth of a
Beloche chief of the highest rank, it may be added,
that the whole annual revenue of the possessions
transmitted to his heir did not exceed L3000
sterling. His death left the arena open to his
Eup Itnd-vn?rﬁﬁ, Meer Tsmail Shab, wha, nided

kar, * the bmvest of the Beloches,” hus likewise
perished : and, amongst others who have been
swept away in the stream of fate, we mny cnume-
mate Meer Sohrab K lin, Meer Thara an, aid
his son Meer Ali Mourad, Kheir Mah
Khan Tora, Ghoolnm-Ulla Fhan Laghares, snd
Moonshee Khoosheram, all stubborn supporters
of the opinions of the. olden time. The removal
of 50 muny stern oppetents of the British power,
together with the death of the old Amecrs, lins
po doubt paved the way to the arrangement
htrl{ promulgated the Governor-G
for the appointment of & permanent British He-
sident, in the person of Colonel Potsinger, at
the Court of Hyderabad. o, .
Consistent to the last in ing the or-
ginal policy of his house, of urui{g Tﬁﬁml

communication with Europeans, ;
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maintain a national independence apart from that
mighty power, whose tie strides filled his
mind with constant apprehension, Meer Mourad
Ali Khan only yielded reluctantly to the foree of
circumstances in entering into the proposals for
opening the Indus, but expired before the
ments for that purpose were completed, leaving
it for others of a different spirit and age to cul-
tivate a friendly intercourse with the new allies.
At the period of his death, Shah Shuja Dol Moolk
wis at the head of an army at Shikarpoor, en-
guged in one of his many attempts to recover the
‘erown of Cabul ; and to this circumstance, those
who had prognosticagel great commotions in
* Sinde on the demise of the Ameer, ditribute the
non-fulfilment of their anticipations. The go-
vernment, in truth, devolved quictly on his two
K Fle fa oA Tk e e
who in co-operation with their relatives,
Meers Mahommed Khan and Sobdar Khan, have
ever since carried it on, so that we have thus
again the country of Sinde ruled, as of yore, by
four Amesrs.

The military establishments, and also the re-
venues, with the exeeption of a portion set apart
for the support of the dignity of the Hyderabad
durbar or ecourt, are equally  divided amongst
these princes; nor do the present potentites of
Sinde, now no longer Beloche barharians, appear
ul]'.fﬂl'th}' of mmpn.riuun with their pl'l!l.!l.!i.'ﬂ'lltll‘l,
in the one grand redeeming virtue of the Talpoor
family, to which it owes its prolo power and
existence, their attachment to each other,—else
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how can we account for Meer Nusseer Khan's
moderation under the greatest temptations. This
chief, now in the prime of life, is still the univer-
«al favorite ; liberal, intelligent, and cheerful ; he
has beeome extremely fond of the society of Eu-
ropeans, and has much in his power for good or
evil, yet his whole energies and influence are di-
rected to the support of the joint government,
and the two brothers have been lately described
to me by an officer serving on the frontier as
+ devotedly attached to each other.” From their
charaeters, Meers Mahommed ]iﬂli:n :ﬁ' Sobdar
Khan are less prominent ; but it is in power
ufht{,ﬂmdupcdgﬂﬁﬁew.;:um ul-
wa a strong e party in the co '
to E‘rﬂ loose to ambition, and the mL
not having done so is corroborative of the opini-
ons which have been expressed in this volume.
No attempt has been made by the author to alter
materially the following Narrative, so far as re-
lates to the detail of circumstances connected with
his visit to Hyderabad ; but some mistakes have
been co , and he has in the present
availed himself of various public records and
manuseript reports, obtained either from official

cal Society of Bombay, but which are not gene-
rally within the rug

tics of Sinde, which will be found in the Ap-
pendix.nruddudhthufurm:-fnm Instead
of the maps and memoir, &e. that sccofmpa-
nied the second edition, # new map, comprising
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GEOGRAPHICAL OBSERVATIONS
ON SINDE,

Br Lievresas-CovoneL
SIR ALEXANDER BURNES, F.R. 8

Tur country watored by the Indus is called
Sinde. ‘This is also the name given to that river
itself by the inhabitants. The designation is
ancient, since Arrian mentions Sindomana. To
speak generally, that country, from the ocean to
the confluence of the Punjab rivers with the In-
dus, bears the name of Sinde. ‘T'hat is, from the
latitude of about 23° to 29° north, and from 67
to 71° enst longitude. ‘The banks of the Indos,
however, as high as Sungur, which is in about
31° north, are sometimes called Sinde. Without
this addition, the area of the country includes
ahout 100,000 squnre miles.  On the south it has
for its hounduries the provinee of Cutch and the
ocean; on the east it has Rajwarra, or the country.
of the Rajpoots, as also the Daoodpootras ; onthe
north it has the Punjab and Cuotch Gundava.
On the west lies Beloochistan, from which it is
separated by the lofty mountains of Hala.
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The most striking geographical featureof Sinde
is the Indus. It traverses the country dingonal-
Iy in one trunk, to the latitude of 25° 30, when
it begine to throw off branches. Its delta, how-
ever, commences below Tatta, in the Intitude of
29 40, after which it enters the sea by eleven
mouths, and presents a face of 125 Dritish miles
to the ocean.  The sources of thi= great river are
hidden; it is certuin that it rises i the moun-
tains of Himalaya near Thibet; it is probable that
the Shyook from Karakorum, and the river of
Ladak from near Lake Munsurour, are its prin-
cipal feeders.  From Cashmeer the Indus is sopa-
rated by a smowy range; it then receives the
Abba Seen, and passts on to Attok, where it is
joined by the Lundye, or river of Cabul. One

: tﬁhﬂl‘]’

foreigners. Attok signifies * forbidden,” and it
is anid to be g0 called, because the Hindoos are
forbidden to eross it.  Below the Punjab rivers,
it takes the name of = Sira” down to Sehwun,
und from thence to the sea that of “ Laor”
These are two Belooche words for north and
south. The local names for different parts of
the: Indus are varions. Those of the branches
in the Delta shall be afterwards enumerated,
T'he face of Sinde is uninteresting. Eastward
of the Indus there is not a rising ground or a
stone in the country, excepting the hillocks of
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Bokkor and Hyderabad, It = fat and cover-
ed with bushes; till it at last joins the desert of
sund hills which separates Sinde from India
Westward of the river, s low down as Sehwin,
the same Hatness prevails to the base of the Be-
looche mountains. From that town to the sea,
the land is rocky and barren.  The Delta of the
Indus does not differ from that of other rivers;
it is rich, but it is poorly coltivated ; ten miles
from the sea it is frequently an impervious thicket;
higher up, it is overgrown with tamarisk shrubs,
which also thread into each other; the rest
sents a naked plain of hard caked clay. Much
of the land that is adopted for Itnrl.-h
used for pasture.  Much of it lies n
yot the erop of rice is extensive, and far exceeds
the consumption of the country ; it is the staple

of Sinde—the inhebitants live on it, the merchants
export it. It is more abundantly produced to-
wirds the sea: higher up the M‘Eﬂ‘ grains—
wheat, barley, juwaree, &e. are cultivated ; also
indigo, sugur-cune, tobacco, and hemp ; both the
lutter are wsed ns narcotics.  There are but few
trees in Sinde.

The length nfmunnufthﬂlndu!.lldthl

body of water discharged by this river, prove it

tnhumuflhnhrgutm o old world ; its tri-

butaries even are rivers of somo magnitude. The
Hydaspes, Hydraotes, and Flesudros, are superior

to the Rhone. The course of the Hyphasis is

forty miles longer than that of the Elbe, and only
nxgﬂlmthmthntdmﬂhme p;ﬁt“ﬂ
Indus seldom exceeds the width of half a
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mile ; in the water it is even narrower, Durng
the senson of inundation, the different hranches
which it throws off are filled ; by October they
become unnavigable and stagnant. The Indus
is & foul river, and very muddy, with numerous
shoals and sand-banks. Though there is gene-
rally a depth of eleven feet in the shallowest
parts, flat bottomed boats can only navigate it;
the reason of this is, that vessels with a keel get
fixed on the banks, and would be destroyed.
The Indus is navigable for about 1200 miles
from the sea; boats may drop down it from
within fifty miles of Cabool; above its junction
with the river of Cabool, the Indus is unnavi-
' After the Indus has fairly entered Sinde, it
# throws off its branches, At Bukkur, which is
an insulated fortress of flint on the Tnidus, below
the latitude of 287, the waters of the
inundation are sometimes drs off by a channel.
In two years out of three it is dry; but when
this chanmel is fallowed, the mrmthum
cient city of Alore (four miles from Bukkur,) and
through the desert near Omercote to the eastern
mouth of Koree; some authors suppose this to
have been onee the course of the great river ; the
reasons are more specious than probable ; the first
permanent offset of the Indus ia the Fulailee,
which passes enstward of the capital Hyderabad ;
it suecessively takes on the name of Goohes,
Phurraun, and Koree, and separates Cuteh from
Sinde in the lower part of its course; the next
offeet takes its departure near Jurk, and is named
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Pinyaree ; it afterwards is called Goongra, and
where it enters the sea, Seer 1 both these branches,
the Fulailee and Pinyarve, have been closed by
“ bumds” or dums, for the purpose of irrigation.
At their estuaries, therefore, they are but

of the sen, and have salt, instead of fresh water,
if the inundation does not make them fresh by its
excess, Some remarkable changes were brought
about in the eastern mouth from an earthquake
in 1819, by which a large tract of land was, and
still eontinues, submerged.

About five miles below Tatta, the Indus forms
ite delta by dividing into two hranches; these
bear the names of Haggaur and Satta ; the first
runs off at right angles westward : the other flows
gouthward. The Baggaur passes Peer Putta,
Darajee, and Lahory Bunders, and enters the sea
by two subdivizions, the Pittee and Peeteeanee,
The Sata subdivides into seven etreams, amid
renches the sea by the mouths of Jooa, Reechel,
Hujamaree, Khedywaree, Gora, and Mull. There
are even other subdivisions, but it would only
confuse to name them; all these mouths have
communication with each other, so that the in-
ternal navigation of the Delta is extensive. The
course of the waters of the Indus is most caprici-
ous apd inconstant ; one yeir the Baggaur is dﬁ
and in another the Sata shares a like fate,
1504, the principal portion of the waters were
disembogued by the Baggaur; in 1831 their
channel of egress was confined to the Sata. The
wreumouthuolﬂmﬁuhemnr;inth&r _
of water, but one branch of the Indus is always
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i 5
accessible to ogantry-boats. The great mouth
at present is the Gori, but, from sandbanks, it is
not necessible to ships; those mouths which dis-
charge least water are most accessible.
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A VISIT

T0

THE COURT OF SINDE.

Even since the final occupation of Cutch by the
British troops in 1819, our government has been
brought in close connection with Sinde, and at-
tempts have been made on our part to cultivate
an amicable intercourse with the Ameers. But
these hunghty and jealous chieftains, who, from
the first, had viewed the extension of our Empire
in this direction with distrust and a ension,
uniformly maintained a cold and y atti-
tude towards us, ‘Treaties had been entered
into, but without any feeling of cordiality on
their part ; no European officer was allowed to
cross the frontier from Cutch; and even an en-
voy, who had proceeded from Bombay to Sinde,
in 1820, on the invitation of their own minister,
was coolly received at their court, and abused
after he left it
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It had been an object of policy to aveid a war
with the Ameers; but the British Government
had, nevertheless, been foreed on two oceasions,
one =0 late as 1825, to assemble large bodies of
troops in Cuteh, to awe them into the mainten-
ance of treaties, and to prevent their taking ad-
vantage of our being engaged in the Bhurtpore
and Burmese operations, in order to invade our
territories or those of our allies. It is searcely
to be donbted that the court of Hyderabad gave
protection and support to the Meeanah plunderers
wli infested and devastated Cutch in 1825; and
indeed, every thing led to the impression, that it
was the terror of our power alone which had pre-
vented the Ameers from openly decluring war
agninst us, and that they had no wish whatever
to keep ir di
equally to’ the it 3t3 E

lly to the Government its European
servants; and appeared more improbable
than that a British officer should be invited, on
any pretence whatever, to visit Sinde,

n this state of affairs, cousiderable surprise
was excited, when, on the 234 of October last, a
letter of the most friendly natare was received
from the Ame?'t hr“ltdhﬁb:{dﬁant in Cutch, re
yuesting that I sho permitted to proceed
without delay to Hyderabad on account of the
l!l?n:l sickness of Meer Mourad Ali Khan, ong
of the principal chiefs. A private reportsdid not

represent the diseuse of his Highness as dﬂuﬂm‘,
it was now our turn to be suspicious ; muny

and varions were the surmises formed as to the
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real object of the request.  Some maintained, that
a8 ce had been restored in India, by the fall
of mrtpure. and the termination of the Burmese
war, and as the Russiuns had entered Persin, the
Ameers had taken this mode of prudently mak-
ing friendly advances to our government. Few
ve them eredit for sincerity in the reason as-
signed ; and several of my foends were strongly
of opinion that T ought not to venture into Sinde
without some specific assurince of protection.
For my own 1 had ever felt a feverish
anxiety to cross the forbidden frontier, and g;:rh
ticularly to view the classic river Indos No-
thing could, therefare, be more satisfuctory to me
than the invitation; wand, without considering
whether the undertaking involved danger or not,
T prepared to enter upon it with the best possible
spirits, and without a moment’s delay, My ar-
ringements were soon completed ; and, on the
eveming of the 25th, I commenced my march,
accompanied by the Sindion vakeel or agent ut
Bhooj, whom the Ameers had ordered to attend
me, together with an escort composed of a small
detachment of the 21st regiment of native infan-
try; a few troopers of the Poounh auxiliary horse,
and about a dozen horsemen in the service of his
Highness the Rao of U‘]I:imh::j The Sipahis* wﬂ
the picked men of the brigade, who
been selacted for their size and appearance, and
they attracted much notice and ion dur-
ing my stay in Sinde, '

'rmm rl
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1t was not long until I discovered that my at-
tendant, the vakeel, had been placed near me by
his suspicions masters to gain a knowledge of my
temper and proceedings. 1 took my measures
accordingly ; but in the journey afterwards, he
was ever in the way to prevent my obtaining cor-
rect information, and on more than one oecasion,
I found that he had even deceived me. He was
& supple and deceitful Hindoo, named Gopaldass ;
one of the fow of his religion who still exercise a
little influence at the intolerant Court of Sinde,
from their being more patient and expert in poli-
tical intrigue than the Mahommedans. He had so
far gained the confidence of his masters, as to be
deemed worthy of being employed to watch the
hmutwns' mv}w of Cabul, and had aequired,

that of oriental di omacy, a co t
knowledge of the arts of 'LP] ulal m
hood. after my arrival at Hyderabad, 1
wis under the necessity of forbidding him my
presence ; having found that he ropeated with ex-
agireration whatever fell from me to the Ameers
and their minister, Meer Tsmael Shah.

On my arrival at Luckput, on the 28th, I zave
orders for the immediate embarkation of my hag-
gage, and was mnch surprised when he informed
me that he durst not cross with me into Sinde
without another express order from Hydembad.
Tt was in vain that I threatened to return instant.
Iy to Bhooj, and pointed out to him the res
sibility be incurred, by insulting the British go-
vernment in detaining me after 5o ing an
invitation from the Ameers. He declared that
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it would cost him his life should he venture to
tuke another step; and at last confessed, that he
had not even communicated to his court the fact
of my having consented to accompany him, from &
fenr, ns he affirmed, that I might change my mind,
and bring down ruin and disgrace upon himself.
Nothing could exceed my chagrin at this com-
muinication ; but as it was evident the Ameers
were not in fault, T deemed it prudent quietly to
await the return of a messenger whom he de-
L Ve of Luckput is  large fort of

The ci n an irre-
glﬂlrpc;'l?;mﬂ shape, two miles and a half in
circumference, situated on a gravelly ridge at the
wastern extremity of Cutch, on the of the
Koree river, or sastern hranch of the Indus, into
which the tide flows, and which is navigable for
boats of considerable size, as far up as the town.
It was founded by Rao Gore, about seventy years
ago, and derives its pame from the great-great-
grandfather of the pru]i:;: prinee of {.‘utclri;!g :;
WaE an o vil till the beginning
this uentim: Ea]ﬁ:r it was fortified by Futteh
Mahomm the renownel vizier or jemidar,
whose decerning eye discovered in it a highly
Favourable ?imnﬁnn, as well for l}tlvmng the
commerce of his own country as for
the encroaching power of Sgdc, and who ﬁ.
every exerfion to make it o large and s
city. The inhabitants, however, do not at pre-
sent exceed G000 souls ; consisting chiefly of mer-
cantile speculators from other countries, and the
families of Hindoos who have been driven from
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Rinde by the intolerance of the Mahommedan
faith. e walls have suffered less from the
earthquake of 1819 than those of most towns in
Cutch, and are at present in a state of good re-
pair; but the houses of the inhabitants, which
oceupy only ahont & third of the aren inside,
are much dilapidated, and of 2 mean deseription.
~—  Futteh Mahommed, who has just been men-
tioned, deserves a .pming notice: He wus a
Mussulman of Sindian extraction, who, from the
humble station of shepherd, raised himeelf to the
supreme rule in Cuteh, about the year 1788 ; and
enjoyed a greater degree of fame and respect, both
at home and abroad, than any legitimate prince
who had ever sat on its throne. At the con-
fused period when this Cutches Cromwell ap-
ared, the country wus groaning under the ty-
mny of Rao Rahiden, a monster, who, having
apostatized to the Moslem ereed, determined to
it by the sword throu his dominions,
and deluged Bhooj with blood ; it being his nsual
practice to parade the streets with a body of ne-
groes, putting to death every human being he
met, whom scruples or fear prevested exclaiming,
Allah Akbar. He was at length imprisoned as a
lunatic, through the nddress and bravery of Futteh
Mahommed, who, being hailed as a deliverer, re-
stored the province to tranquillity, by a firm and
Jjudicions exercise of authority ; and continued to
wield its resources for many vears, during which
he often displayed views of policy, and traits of
Eunomfit!.' and cournge, which would have done .
onour to an European sovereign. A revolution

il
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in 1801 having thrown him from his high station,
his energy enabled him speedily to recover the
ascendency ; but his renewed sway soon betrayed
an altered temper, and less worthy motives 3 for,
sonred by the misfortunes and ingratitude he had
experienced, he became the merciless persecutor
of his private enemies, and the ruthless soourge
af the 'sl.ll]lﬂ) people he had so long chirished.
Futteh ommed, nevertheless, bears the only
nume in the history of Cutch on which the mind
can dwell with a feeling of reverence, Living ut
apeﬁ::i‘w'hﬂ.!humimﬁfwﬂllemufilhﬂm—
sion, und exposed as a to an ing adven-
turer, the superiority l;?{m mizim him
to seize the government ; and he was well quali-
fied to reduce it to order. THis actions speak for
themselves. 1n prosperity, and during the first
ten years of his administration, he was prudent
and just, and the popular voice was UDAnimons
in his praise.  Adversity effected a complete trans-
formation in his character ; and his subsequent
actions, which his friends attempted to palliate on
the plea of necessity, evinee how readily hie farsook
his maxims of moderation, and how little he re-
garded the reputation he had gained. Bat if we
take into considerntion the place where he passed
his early life, and the bloody examples which
were daily before his eyes, we cease to wonder at
lis excesses, and are only surprised at the virtue
and self-denial, which, amidst the greatest temp-
tation, he had = long maintained. He was the
chief whom Colonel Walker endeavoured to in-
terest in his philanthropic but abortive scheme of
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abolishing infanticide, and who, in answer to that
gentleman's expostulations, retarted with a dis-
jsition on the divine origin of this inhuman
That he disapproved of it, however,
may be fairly inferred from his comparatively
sentiments in other respects; and
that he did not put it down by force, must be
pardoned on the same principle that we excuse
ourselves for permitting Suttee cremations.* e
died so late as 1813, leaving his power to his
two eldest sons; who, however, were unable to
retain it.

The immediate neighbourhood of Luckputisa
parched, deserted, and unprodoctive country, of
the most uninteresting appearance; which has
evidently, at no remoto period, been under water,
::ﬂd;: — th-pdnahm | n‘it;_dm .

mairing i ith the excep.
tion of one or two small gardens under the walls,
there is no eultivation within two of the
town. A few miles distant, at the of the
nearest hills to the south-east, are the ruins of
an ancient city, ealled Wagum Chaora Kh Ghud,
which, I believe, have not been mentioned by any
preceding writer, Itissupposed to have flourished
about nine centuries ago, and must have belonged
to the Chaora Hajpoots, who then occupied this

* Buttee cremations bave bosn happily |bn1i.|h“'| winos the
first publieation of this sermtive.  'With respect (o fesnle in-
funticile, in & censs of twesty-sin towos and villagesin Cutch,
collectod with much personal trooble in 1839, by the suthor's
brother-in-law, Captuin Jomes Hollwd, ouly seventown female
Jharojab ebildrog were found of ons hundeed and peventy-siz
males,
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part of the country. The stones of which Luck-
put is built have been taken chiefly from the
remains of the city. :

Before passing into Sinde, it may not be amiss
to take a brief review of the history of that
country, and of the revolutions which raised the
present rulers to power.

From the days of Alexander the Great to the
birth of Mahommed, a period of nine hundred
years, little light is thrown on the history of
Sinde; which is known at Loth these epochs,
and during the reign of the Gresk Monarchs of
Bactria, to have been governed by Hindoo Rajahs.
But the rapid p of Islamism, together with
the sudden rise of the Empire of the Saracens,
produced a new ern in the annals of this, as in
those of many other mations ; and so early as the
20th year of the Hejira, the fertile regions watered
by the Indus bhad attracted the attention of the
Caliph Omar, who, after founding the city of
Bussora on the Euphrates, despatched an expedi-
tion from Bahrein in the Persian Gulf, in ordér
to reduce them under his authority ; but the at-
tempt proved unsuccessful Towards the close
of the same century, however, while the enthu-
siastic soldiers of the Mahommedan faith were
engaged in subduing Spain on the one side, and
Sumarcand on the other, a zeal to propagate the
“ religion of God and his apostle” among the
Pagan Hindoos, inflamed as usual by a thirst of
glory and dominion, but alloyed in ih instance
with the less noble motive of procuring female
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slaves for the io of the commander of the
faithful, induced Hediaz hon Yousuf, the leuten-
ant of the Oommiade Caliph Walid in Sejestan
and Candahar, to detach one of his generals,
Mabommed Cossim, to extend the power of their
melviﬂ townnls Il}ﬂ:;, and Sinde i’i::;:rhhed
under 1on of the vi of the pro-
phet, mmm Byrin w till
391, thedate of its conquest by Sooltan Mahmood
of Ghimni.®

The revolution which conveyed the ensigns
of royalty from the feeble hands of this con-
queror’s descendants, relieved it for a moment
from a foreign yoke, and encouraged the Soom-
ras,F (descendants of the Moon), a great native

* The history of Sinde may be fittly traosd to o mom frmate
poedod than that eweetioned in the texi s for wn aro told i,

T S
the lndus to ooy e imposed & upen

its banks; to enfores thie payment of which, some writors amert,
-mnnrpl: lhmﬂﬂﬁmm_ 0 exquxdition, h'l':t
Hindos Prines wii in ot the time of Muluom.-
mied] Cosaim's inrasion, wes Duliir, the wo of Cliuigh, 8 Brahmiin,
who bl raised himself to the thione by  warrings with the widow
of the last Hujpoot sovervign. and whoss history I4 fully -
cardml in a Parian work named after him, * The Chisel Natnah,”
of which 1 brought an shetmet with me from Hydirabaal,

 This tribe cxme into Sitd from Sernmeni, a city of Arshian
Irak founded |n A. H. 918 (A, . 533, ) by th Knatuir Mo 's-
et Wit tan, cighth of the Jbhassides.  Fis Trrkish xnd Turtar
staves bad becone troublisome to the inhabitsnts of Diaghadal,
and for thm was foanded Seromenrui, or Sormreah ; from whene,
in AT B4%, the Kiattr Warnex sont o s examine
and report on (he rempart of Mars snd Yased, - Such werr
the ancestors af the Swwraks of Siedh, who eams B0 the
evinlry with Tasi's Asia‘sr when appointed 1o ity Fovernment,
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tribe in which the Ioeal government was vested,
to make an effort for indepenilence; but they
were soon vanquished by the vietorious arms of
Mahommed (3hori, whose successor, the enter-
prising Altimsh, procluimed himself the lord para-
monnt of Sinde m the year 612 Now annexed
to Delhi, the province remuined a fief of that
crown for two centuries, during which the Soom-
ras became extinct, and their authority passed
into the family of Summa, then settled upon the
confines of Muockran, whose traditions would
almost cluim for it a logy from the downfull
of Bl.m, while H branches, derived pro-
bably from members of this family, who fled he-
fore the first Mahommedan invaders of Indin, are
gtill to be found in the Rao of Cutch, and the
Rajpoot Jharejas of that conntry and Kattiwar.
In the eonfusion occnsioned by the dreadful irrup-
tion of Tamerlane, this dyunsty threw off ity al-
leginnee ; and its members continued to reign un-
der the designation of Jams, sometimes as vassals,
but often uncontrolled, through a suecession
several generations, till their power was enti
annihilated by the clevation of the celebrated
Baber to the throne.

Un the distribution of the Moghul realms into
Soobbahs or divisions in the time of Akber, Sinde
was attached to Mooltan, but was occasionally

To them succeelod the Seaomar or dynasty of Joms. They ab-

tained pownr ahout the beginning of the foarteeath , wnil
Inst it shoot the hegioning of U sluesnth.”
R A. Soeluty : Memolr by Jasces Bian, Eag. F. G, ‘;n

ditional information on thesa triles, Fide Appesdiz,



12 VIEIT T0 THE

ruled lFJI.rI.IB viceroys, nominated by the
court E indoftan, tﬂlmrtha invasion of Nadir
Shah, when it was ceded to Persia by virtue of
the treaty concluded betwoen that monarch and
the emperor Mahommed the Second, who, to use
the polished terms of the instrument itself, * in
consideration of an affection stronger than father
ever showed to son, or brother to brother,” dis-
membered to his congneror, as a ffering, all
the territories bordering on the Indus which were
then deemed worthy of his acceptance. This ar-
rangement concluded, Nadir Shah visited Tutta ;
but his nesassination, whiech occurred soon after
at Meshed, in Khorassan, having left a field open
dor the ambitious schemes of his general, Ahmed
Khan Sesdozy, that aspiring dujmﬁmllmd him-
self king of Cabul, and laid the foundation of the
Douraace empi, to which Sinde afler a time
subordinate.

The house of Calora claimed a lineage from
the princely blood of Abbas, the uncle of the
3 but its greatness in Sinde is traced to

Adam Shab, a native of Belochistan, who gained
a high influence from the reputed sanctity of his
character, and as the chosen diseiple and delegate
of a famous Mahommedan preacher, in the mid-
dle of the fifteenth century® of our era, and whose
* It in n singuler colneidomen, that, at this very perisd, (the
mididla of the Gitventh contury,) should hawe sppesred the Lo
religicus leailers, who bave everiod a0 much politiesl infuones
on the eountries bordering an the Indos; namely, Adam Shah,

the haoiad of the Caloras, snd Nanna, the fosoder of the Sikhs
ngw 8o formidable,
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descendants, inheriting the holiness of their ances-
tor succeeded to his spiritual power, and were re-
vered as saints till about 1705, when they were
honoured with a title and a jaghire, by the

Aurungzebe. With temporal rank thus to
religions veneration, the grandeur of the family
rapidly increased ; and in a few years their glory
reached its zenith by the issue of a firmaun under
the emperor's signet, installing their represents-
tive in the viceregal government of Tatta.

The patent for this investiture was granted
about 1733, in the person of Meean Noor Ma-
hommed,® who may be styled the flower of the
race, and whao, :lgmm his fealty to Per-
sin, @ y to the treaty of Delhi, ecoatriv-
ed, by address and solicitation, to obtain from
Nadir Shah a confirmation of its privileges, which
he enjoyed during his lifetime, and bequeathed to
his posterity at his death. When this event took
place, Almed Shah had seated himself firmly on
the Affghann throne, and in order to regulate
the payment of his tribute from Sinde, was ad-
vancing into Sewistan. One of the first to offér
him homage was Mourad Yab Khan, the eldest
son of Meean Noor Mahommed, who had been
raised to the musnud or chair of state by the suf-

= s In the person of Meosan Noor Mahommed, the
whioh was at fint an wsurpation of itiperents, became
matad, and the deseendants of o mendicant elsvated to the govem-
et of Sinda. The stoek, however, was held fn holy veoe.
ration ; raligiows prejudien, therelors, enmbined with worldly
mwmthpnﬂhwnd.mdm;ﬁﬂn—dmiﬂz
thprmthj.mﬂlhw\bfﬁnmm
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frages of the grandees, and whose dignity the
king was at first pleased to ratify ; but, having
ved himself unworthy of the trust, he was
rt;md.. and his honours devolved on one of lis
younger brothers, Meean Gholam Shah, who,
after a struggle for the supremacy, at length
boldly seized the reins of government, and com-
menced an active administration, though not un-
chequered by reverses, of fifteen years,

Civil dissension being at an end, he led in person
two exﬁeditiuns agminst the © infidels of Cuteh,”
and defeated the Rao's troops at the great battle
of Jarral, memorable for the barbarity of the.
Rajpoots, who. seeing victory hopeless, turned
their swords against their own women and child-
ren, to prevent their falling into the hands of
the invaders, and where, as the historians of the

the triumph, and glutted the revenge of the most
inveterate enemy ; but it was not sufficient for
Gholam Shah, who, disappointed in the hope of
adding a provinee to his dominions, and enraged
at the obstinate valour of a nation fighting for in-
dependence, resolved, by a refinement in perse-
cution known only to Asiatics, to inflict upon it
a novel and most signal act of vengeance, the
disastrous effects of which shonld remain as a
mormument of his wrath to future ages.  With
this view he commonded an embankment to be
thrown across the eastern branch of the Tndus
within his own territories, and dug canals for the
purpose of withdrawing the waters of that river
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entirely from Cuteli; and, by this master stroke
of implacable resentment, he had the stern grati-
fication of depriving his adversary of nearly half
his revenue, blasting the hopes and expectations
of a thousand families, and transforming a valu-
able district of Tice eountry iate a gloomy and
unproductive waste. The injury has indugpmv-
ed irveparable ; for, {from the mfux of the tide,
the tract alluded to bas become a dreary salt
marsh, and the principality may be said to have
o ﬁﬁfﬂm&m{m

A splendi i ing a tomh of
whiss b i mm% apothegms
b humili LEN e s i
and commemorates the ements, of this de-
stroyer, near the capital of Sinde, where his cha-
racter is esteemed as that of a brave and victorious
prince. e closed his career in 1771, after a few
hours' iliness ; his sudden death being attributed,

the pious Moslems, to a curse uttered against
lim by a faqueer, whose but he had sacrilegionsly
directed to be clearwd nway, during the erection
of the fortress of Hydersbad, which he had the
merit of founding, .

The demise :? Gholam Shah left the musnud
vacant for his eldest son, Meean Surufraz Khan ;
who, far inferior in talents to his sire, was oqually
unprineipled in conduct, and to whoss capricions
tyranny is ascribed the ruin of his linn.h“Amnq;
the most distingruished at his court,
wis Meer Buns:uébnnwm of n Bﬂ% och
tribe, nomed Talpoor, whose mhﬂh%:
many generations, held the highest affices “the
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state, and whom, from an impulse of jealousy and
suspicion for which history can shew no_founda-
tion, he ordered to be put to death, together with
his son Sobdar Khan ; an act of wanton cruelty
and injustice, which led eventuully to his own
dethronement, after a short reign of five years.  °

Meean Surufraz Khan was succeeded by his
brother Mahommed Khan, and his cousin Sadik
Ali Khan, neither of whom retained the Govern-
ment longer than a twelvemonth, and whe, to-
gether with himself, expiated their crimes or im-
becility, by a life of imprisonment and a violent
end, agreeably to the mode of disposing of unfor-
tunate princes, which prevails in eastern palaces.
The ensigns of state were then assumed by Meean
Gmubbee, a brother of Gholam Shah ;
w ess of and untaught by
the fate nﬂﬁn_thmm m tely enter-
ed into an intrigue to assassinate Meer HBejur
Khan, the surviving chief of the Talpoors, and
son of Byram Khan, who had been absent on a
pilgrimage to Mecca at the period of his father's
murder. But his treacherous attempts proved
utterly unsnocessful, and ended in his own over-
throw. He was slain in battle by the adherents
of his rival, when the whole power of Sinde fell
into the hands of Meer Bejur Khan, who, with
a magnanimity scarcely to be expected, was the
first to take the onth of allegiance to Mesan Ab-
dul Nuhhe:.h the brother of his fullen enemy.

But neither rosity nor experience could
influence the cm of the ill-fated mace of Ca-
lora. No sooner had Meean Abdul Nubbee ob-



COUILT OF STNDE. 17

tained his seat on the musnud, through the grace
of a man who had suffered the bitterest persecution
from his family, than, pursuing the wicked policy
of his predecessors, he also to seek the de-
struetion of Meer Bujur Khan, which he at length
effected through the friendship of a Hindoo con-
federute, Maharaj Bysing, the Rajah of Joudpoor.
From this prinee two assassins were sent is mes-
sengers on business to Meer and
approaching him under the pretext of secret in-
formation, planged their daggers into his breast,
when he W On thia event no

Sinde. Mean Abdul Nubbee fled into the moun-
tnins of Belochistan ; and, after various attempts
to recover his power, (in one of which, through
the assistanee of [the king of Cubul, he was par-
tinlly successful, and added to his erimes the mur-
dor of Meer Abdullah Khan, the son of Meer
Bejur), he passed the remainder of his life, as an
exile, in poverty and contempt.®  Meer Futteh
Ali Khan, the son of Sobdar Khan, and grandson
of Byram Khan, whose bravery and perseverance,

* o Tlmour Shal, after some unavaitiog attempts o mstone
him, [ Abdoad Nalboo ) eunfarred on him the Gowmemant of
Luis 4 an imiemaity for Sinde, anil formally investel Ui el
af the Talpoorie with the Grrernment af that Provinee..  Ab
Nuhbes nepaiil the Shih’s bounty. by eobielling in bis 1
vinais, was defonted bftbem}ﬂhwfﬂ,ndnlﬂhh i
pﬂr:zri' at Dars Hanjos Bhantn{lpper Sipdu, " Frrmusrose
Cabul. E

n
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exvited by re had been chiefly instrumental

in uﬂboﬂ.u& the change, was, by the general voice,
eulled to the direetion of affuirs, and was shortly
afterwards confirmed as ruler of the ecountry by
the patent of the king, Timour Shah. Oun his

| own elevation, this prince Iibaru]lﬁ resolved to
| admit to a participation in his hig

destiny, his
three younger brothers, Mecrs Gholam Al Khan,
Kurm Ali Khan, and Mourad Ali Khan : and
the four agreed to reign together under the de-
nomination of the Ameers, or Lords of Sinde
While they all lived, the strong and unvarying
attachment they evinced for each other, gained
them the honourable appellation of the Char Yar,
or * the four friands ;" and although Meer Fut-
teh Ali died in 1801, and Meer Gl nAli in

- 1811, this Government, & phenomenon in history,
' has continned, with little uleration, from its first

commencement to the sm.tnnumt. There
are still some remmants of the exiled house living
under the proteetion of Miharaja Runject Sing,
the celebruted Sikh chieftain, and the king of
Joudpoor,

The intercourse of the British with Sinde has
been rare, and for the most part unsatisfactory.
The great advantages of Tattn as an emporinm
for the trade of central Asia, early invited English

tors to the Indus; but the constunt oppo-
sition of the Portoguese prevented their effecting
a permanent settlement, and if we may judge from
the indignities offered to the ambassadors uF Jumes
the First to the King of Persia, as they passed
through in 1614, our countrymen must, at that
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time, have been in bad repute. About 1758,
Meean Gholam Shah encouraged the Hﬂmhh::{l
Government to establish o factory at Tutta, whi

was withdrawn, however, some years after; though
so late even as the beginming of this century, Mr,
(‘row appears to have been our commereial resi-
deot ut that city.  The ambitious schemes of the
French made it necessary in 1508-9 to send mis
sions to the chief powers in the north of India,
in order to counteract their intri ;. and while
Mr. Elphinstone and Sir John Maleolm were de-
ﬁﬂ to the courts of Cabul and Persia, an envoy,

: 'Smith, also. post
e n s oottt a

the object of the governor-general. Befgre this
embassy, the Ameers had seen no British subj
except as petitioners for mercantile benefits; which
gave rise to a reprouch they have been often
known to apply to us, unwittingly in the same
terms nn.mur_ﬁ greater personage, that we area
nation of shopkeepers.  Of this erroneous impres
sion, we may presume that they are by this time
pretty nearly cured. Though the extent of their
gross ignorance and presumption at one period
may be estimated, from the fact of their having
maie the assassination of Meer Bejur Khan a
plea for requiring the gentlemen of Mr. Smith's
embassy to appear at their durbar unarmed, an
insulting proposal, which, it is searcely necossary
o e mdilgl‘mhm mhw;lg::I
tions with their “to our
invasion of Clﬂ:ﬂhlfl:l 1816, are ddldiﬁﬂu-
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sketeh of the history of that country, subjoined

T

to the present narrative.

T waited with the greatest impatience till the
morning of the 3d November, when the expected
letter from the Ameers arrived. It was conched
in the most friendly terms ; begeing me to come
with all convenient speed to Hyderabad, and
informing me that two noblemen, high in their
favour, had been despatehed to meet me, and con-
duct me to their court. I prepared immedintely
to obey the weleome summons, and made &
ments for taking the straight route by Pallia and
Gharee; but here ugain the vakeel interfored, stat-
ing that he had been directed to conduct me by
the road of Bhee, or Mugryhee, a large town in
a westerly direction, situated in the provinee of
Jattee. It certai excited my surprise, that if
the Ameers my presence for the cure of
aﬂ!nmm&hdufﬁqmwunﬁhanchh
cuitons route, by which the journey would be pro-
tracted so many duys Jonger.  The vakeel, how-
ever, could not give i explanation,

sand the killedar of Luckput strongly urged me
not to venture ; but I found afterwards that these
suspivions were most unjust, and that my deten-
tion, both there and on the road, was merely to
enable the Sinde authorities to receive me with
greater civility and distinetion,

All things being prepared, T embarked in the
afternoon with a fair wind, and reached Kotree,
the landing-place, on the opposite side, about five
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o'clock. The distance in a direet line is not
more than four miles, but, from the windings of
the stream, our voyage must have exceeded eight.
One of the most extraordinary effects of the great
carthqunke in 1819 was produced upeon this chan-
nel, which, before that dreadful convulsion, was
fordable at low water, but which is now at all
times impracticable for foot-passengers.
Previois to the battle of Jarrah in 1762, as
:lrml}' mentioned, the eastern hmtz:h of I:n In.
us or Puran emptied itself into the sea by pass-
ing Luckput and Cotasir. Its annual inunda-
tions watered the soil, and afforded the nitives
of Cutch a plentiful supply of rice, the whole
eountry hetween Sinde and Luckput then known
by the name of * Sayr," being cultivated, and so
fertile, that it yielded an annual revenue to the
Government of upwards of two laes of o
The embankment mised by Gholam Shah de-
prived it of this advantage, and the channel,
which had been befure deep und navigable, be-
came quite shallow and filled with mud, there
being no running strenm to carry it off. From
the low and level nature of the Sindian coast, it
is searcely discernible from Luckput; but the
shores of Cutch are distinetly seen, and present a
bold striking appearance from the opposite side.
Kotree is merely the name given to the land-
ing place in Sinde. There is neither house,
der, nor inhabitants, nay, not even the usual
party of soldiers for the collection of the revenue:
a precaution seldom neglected by either the Cutch
or Sindinn Government; the omission of
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which, in this instance, is only to be attributed
to the want of fresh water, which is not procur-
able for the nse of man within many miles of the
shore.  We saw about o hundred comels on the
beach, which had come laden with ghee or elari-
fied butter from Sinde, together with several
merchants who were preparing to embark for
Cuteh.  Some delay occurred in land; the bag-
gage; but by seven oclock we ﬂt:ﬁa. with
a ﬁmtiful moonlight, for Lah, in o direstion
nearly north-westerly.  We continued our jomr-
ney till eleven o'elock, by which time we resched
our destination. Not a tree, house, nor hyman
being, exeept our own people, was to be seen on
the road, which extended for nbout cighteen
miles over a level tract of country, a continu-
ation of the g northern Hunn,*® or, in other
ords; u perfect desert. 1 found the road firm
hard, mﬁghlm-ihﬁil:::'ﬂﬁtifwu]ﬂ

be impassuble, or nearly so, in the rainy season.
At Lah there are two or thres trees in the im-
mediate neighbourhood § but the same appear-

R " in th af ui
Blaln, & dser, or Bl W RN ae gl exinmoe
nearly surruands the provines, sould sppeer (o Lave been the bod
of an nkund el ralsed by enrilipunkes alaove s padural Joowl—
during & portion of the year this traet bs dry, hard, wpisl lwvel, pover-
esl i momie parts with o thiek inermtalon of salp, From tha com-
mencament of the soutl.mest winds gt aftor the trstinmtion of
thar mutisoon, the whale af the Ruun’is covorsd with waler, il for
a cotideralile tione aftor it eubnddes, b too oy i9 mvoed 10 e e
el excopt with diffienlty and danger,  Whan dry it i harilly prar
erosaiel in mid-day, the reflection from the rays ofithe B iy, Ve
erystalizad salt surfice being Winding andintolerlls, The Gor.
hbior or wildd wes Is et with on the Busg in large mumbers, ™ AfS.
Nuotes by Captnin Jases Hotanm, Degruty Q. <Mastor Ganeral.
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ance of Runn extends all around, interspersed
with scattered and stunted shrubs, The country,
as far as the eye can reach, is a dead unproduc-
tive flut, nor is there a hill or village visible in
any direction. A few Sindian soldiers, not above
eight or ten, whose only place of residence is an
open wooden shed, and whose chief food is ca-
mel's milk, are stationed at Lah to collect a tax
on the merchundize which pusses; and they are
its only inhabitants, But even from these few
specimens 1 could at once distinguish u different

people, different manmers, and di t
from those of Cutch. were men of large
sige, dressed in frocks ing those of English

labourers, of a coarse dark blue cotton, trowsers
of the same material, and the pational cap, which
is of a cylindrical form, about eight inches in
height, and commonly made of coloured cloth.
Like their countrymen in generul, they wore
long beards and mustachios, and were armed
with swards, daggers, matchlocks, and shields. 1
shall probably huve occasion afterwards to allude
to the military retainers of the Ameers; in the
meantime, [ eannot refer to mmore exact deline-
ation of the appearance, dress, and accontrements
of the Sindiun soldier, than that which is given
in the frontispiece to Pottinger's Travels in Be-
lochistan. Lah bas been chosen as a post, 1 pre-
sume, from its being the first place on the roml
from Cutch where water is drinkable; though this
'u:h:{ing too much for the muddy

which was to us: none of the

with me could swallow it, and they wer o
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to depend on the small Iy they had brought
with them from Luckpu!:lppl’ found the place ex-
tremely disagreeable ; for, besides there being no
water to drink, the air was impregnated with sa.
line exhalations and the disgusting effluvia of
camel's dung.

It would be uninteresting, as well as unneces-
gary, to follow puarticularly the course of m
journey through the barren and desolate tract
traversed during the two following days. On
the morning of the 4th I halted at Vere, twelve
miles, and proceeded sbout thirteen miles further
to Himiut on the forencon of the 5th. Neither
of these places merits a detailed deseription; they
are names merely given to stations in the desert,
where o little brackish water is to be obtained
from marshes in the neighbourhood. At Himiut
I learned that the officers who had beon de -
ed from the court to receive me, had taken the
route by Ruree, and instead of pursuing my march
to Mugrbhee, I aceordingly turned towards that
town and reached it on the night of the 5th, a dis-
tance from my last mfa of about twenty miles.
The road from Lah to Ruree extended in a direc-
tion nearly north, through a continuation of the
same sort of gountry as I have already described,
a desert Hunn, without an elovation to vary the
scene.  As I approached nearer Ruree, T saw
several extensive marshes of fresh wiater, which are
supplied, I presume, from the Sunkra and Meeta
Meera branches of the Indus, as laid down in
some of our printed maps, but which are known
to the natives by the names of Goongroo and
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Pinyaree. The Sunkra is however mentioned in
the treaty of partition between Nadir Shah and
the Emperor Mahommed,* ns the common boun-
dury between Hindoostan and the Persian pro-
vinees.  Henee Muajor Rennell infers that the
enstern branch of the Indus is named Sunkra;
whieh, however, is certainly not the case for many
miles from its mouth. It is worthy of remark,
that the common natives of Sinde have no other
name for the Indus generally than that of the
* Derya,” or sen. They distinguish it from the
ocean hytmninﬁ it the “ Derya Sheereen,” or
« Meeta Deryn,” : '

sea, in contradistinetion to “ Derya Shor,”™ or
salt-water sea.  The ancient sanserit appellation,
% Sindhn," also means the oeeun.

It roquired little discernment to discover that
the road from Kotree to Ruree was quite unsoited
for military purposes.  1question if it be at all pass
able in the rains; and although, during the dry
season, artillery could, no doubt, be conveyed by
this entrance into Sinde, still the total want of
supplies, and | may almost say, of fresh water,
for a distunee of above forty-nine miles, would
render it extremely inconvenient for the passage

* 4 In poosideration of the favour wlich mo futher shows to 8 san,
andd o brother 108/ brotler, | make over to him (Nulic Shab) all
the eountry (o ihe west of the river Attok, the water of Blode,
amil the Nulla Sunkem, which s a braneh of the water of Sinde.
That i to sy, ke. Al thair felds, villages, rantlos, towim, mnd
L"h‘ll,l'lm the firt s of the rver Attak, -Hnnw

aldiation, whirh the abeove sl water and it ﬂ-
camprehinds, anl wneroanis as far as the Nulla Senkra, whens it
etrjstios [lsell fnto the ws,” ke ¥
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of an invading army. In these inhospitable tracts,
and all along the Delta of the Indus, the camels
of Sinde, so fumed throngh the whole of Asia,
are reared, and they are the only species of con-
veyance used in the country,—ecaris, as well as
made roads, being unknown.  The traffic by land,
between the lower provinees and Candahar, is
carried on by means of these animals, which are
supposed to acquirengreater hardilood, from being
brotight up in salt marshes, where ﬂ:-zﬁu:hmiml,
from the first, in their allowance of waler.

The villages of Sinde, on this side of the Indns,
are much inferior in appearance to those of Cateh,
and are entirely destitute of the stone buildings
and tiled roofs, which give an air of neatness and
comfort to those of the latter country. They are
for the most part collections of low huts, com-
pﬂl‘uh'r:{ of clay and thateh, while even the
mosques, with which they abound, are generally of
the same frail materials, and only distinguishable,
indeed, by their greater elevation, a feeble
attempt ot ornament.  Many of the inhabitants of
the province live in grass hovels in the fields
which they cultivate. Most of the villages have
no nume except that of their actual owner ; and
it is not uonsual for the whole population of a
place to remove their dwellings to another station,
as inclination or necessi them, and when
either food or forage nead scarcely re-
mind the eclassical reader, that the moveable
houses of the people of Sinde are mentioned by
Arrian, as ane of the peculintities of the country
in the days of Alexander the Great.
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‘The town of Ruree is superior to most of its
kind, and was, till lately, a place of considerable
opulence. Being, however, so far removed from
the freshes of the Indus, and depending chiefly
on the periodieal rains, it has, during the last fow
years, suffered very severely from want of water,
like the weighbouring country of Cutch. The
inhabitants are now reduced to below five hun-
dred 1 but at the time 1 visited them, grain was
so plentiful that our horses were fod with rice,
cot uaripe, instead of grass. Fowards the west
1 was told that there was cultivation in abun-
dance, but that the diroetion was a dreary
wiste. The only of interest ut this place
is a large mosque, sacred to the memory of Peer
Noor Shah, which is visible at o very great dis-
tanee, and which wasbuilt a hundred and fifty years
ago, of stones brought from the neighbourhoed of
Tatta. Near the town isa lurge tank of excel-
lent water.

Immediately on my arrival at Ruree, 1 was
visited by the Khans whom the Ameers had sent
to meet me, and who were introduced as Hyder
Khan Lagharee, the governor of the provinee of
Juttee, and nephew of the principal viier, and
Bahadoor Khan, both distinguished officers of
the Sinde government. Lhey received me with
great courtesy, each embracing me in a ceremoni-
u:: manner, and after aprofusion m
their part, entered into & | i _
message from thnﬁ.:.dmzn, :EFW
were highly gratified b isit. #
ardmhﬂn Hrdm!ni ij ! re-
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tinue should be permitted to pay for any supplies
on the route; and although I was of course un-
willing toaccept, and remonstrated strongly against,
such an expensive mark of kindness to above a
hundred persons, I was forced to comply, in order
to avoid giving offence.  Fifty camels were in at-
tendance, by command of the Ameers, who had
given positive directions that none of my followers
ghould be allowed to walle. ‘The Khans even con-
sidered seriously how my palanquin bearers could
be mounted ; and although this was impracticable,
I was obliged to consent that the Sipahis of the
glmrd, and all others, should proceed on eamels,
"he supplies were of an expensive description ;
nothing in fact seemed to be spared that could
add to my comfort, or that of my sttendants ; and
sugar, sweetmeats, and opium, were daily issued
in great profusion. -
‘Having thus given n sketch of my route as far
as Ruree, it unnecessary to dwell upon
uninterssting details. From Ruree I marched to
Shahkapoor, a eonsiderable town, containing about
3000 inhabitants, and near which wre extensive
ruing, ten miles; to Butora, boating it ncross a
deep but narrow river, which appeared to be al-
most stagnant, three miles; to Amra, o small vil-
lage, three miles ; Meerpoar, a walled city,
four miles; Thoorn, four miles; Laijpoor, six
miles; Dumaka-got, five miles; Bunna, five miles;
Cabmlpoor, eight miles; Meeanee, four miles;
Tricenl, five miles; Sommerjee Wuosee, eight
miles; Jumrajee Wussee, four miles; Hyders-
bad, four miles.
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All these places bear the general features [
have already deseribed. In addition to them, I
passed throngh clusters of temporary villages,
:;hinh do not require any observation, farther than

at they gave an appearance of extreme popu-
lousness to the gountry. At Laiqpoor and Trie-
cul, I took up my abode in wicker bungalows, in
the middle of gardens beantifully shaded, and
decked with flowers: these were the hunting
lodges of the Ameers. The country continues

level till within a few miles urhtély;h_nhd. whn:'
it bagim to assume a more apprearande,
From Ruree to Thoora the extensive vation
and richness of the soil were everywhere re.
?lhflhlu.thI had to eross a nu;mbar-m
ug for the purposes of agriculture,

hrfunhu of tl'tl; Indus; and over many of these,
small brick bridges had been thrown, on which
mot,hs, or draw.wells were constantly at play,
for irrigating the fiells. The transition from
parched deserts of Cutch to the exuberance of
rngetubluﬁfewhinhwuuuwhefur&mu.mﬂ
not fuil to produce the most pleasurable feelinge,

* 4 Tha seonery near the eapital of Siwds bs vasled and boas-
Wl ¢ this slddes ol the river mre Lined with lofty treis and thite
is o boekground of bill te rolieve the oye from the
which presents itseff in the dusty wrid plains of the Delia.  The
Todus is largor, too, than in most plases lewer down, boing shoat
600 yards wida: thers Is s sond bank in the suididle, bot 0t b
hislden by the riream., - The island on which Hydershal sands i
barrum, from the moeky and hilly nature of the sofl, bt even the
arnhili ¢m are poorly eultivated.”  Husyes' Bossasd, 8
Edit.” Vol 1. ™

|
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and & eontrast in my mind highly favourable to
sinde.*
1t was on the evening of the Sth, that I arrived
at Bunna, and saw for the first time the river
Tudus. My impatience to view this fumouns clas-
sio stream had been so excited, that I left all my
) behind, und riding nearly forty miles
during the duy, renched its bank ut sunsot quite
exhausted and fatigued. ‘The fedling with which
my tuﬁmiti was ot length gratified, 1 will not
attempt to deseribe ; but I question whether my
Hindoo attendants, who began to mutter their
prayers to the river as an object of adoration, wnd
who considered immersion in ite sacred waters a
nearer step to everlasting bliss, felt a , or
muore ing emotion than I did, in con-
before did the worship of water or mﬁ

e = ST TR T
beneficent ﬁhll. ghty

* 4 | gvery step of his progress, eljects o los strikine than
new, presanted thnmselves (o Alaxundor. ~ The magnitule of the
Indus, even afior he had sovn the Eoplirnies and the Tigris, muost
e Bllad him with srprise, Mo eoantry he led hitheno visied,
wns s popaloms aml well eultivaied, orabosnded in so many valti-
alle produotings of naturs sudof srt, s thet pact of ladis throagh
which ba had led Nix army."—Hosrwreos's Fadie,—=* The o=
vigor of Sindy, in many partienlars of sil awl elimate, snd 0
the genem] sppearmnes of its surface, resemblos gyt | iy hurmws
part of it being compased of rich segrtable meukd, wod extonded
joto n wide delta, the river Todus, equal at besst (o the Nile, winid=
ing throagh the midst of (his lovel villoy, and soounily ower-
flowing it. —HRexwuis's Memair.
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the parent stream. The channel of the latter is
here above a mile wide, with a large dry sand
bank in the middle, My march from Laigpoor
to Bunna, and from thenee to within & short dis-
tance of Hyderabad, was through a thick hunting
forest belonging to the Ameers, which concealed
every other part of the country from my obser-
vation. 'The roud extended for many miles along
the verge of the Indus, which, at a ort distunce
above Bunna, is a large beautiful river about half
a mile broad, studded with boats,* filling its chan-
nel from bank to bank, and moving majestically
forward, at the rate of about &mnﬂnmﬁgﬂ-
enced on the route from my Mihmandars, who
themselves frequently sat up to watch me durin

the might. A large cotton mattress, covered wi

crimson silk, was always carried near me, in case
1 should feel disposed to alight ; flaggons of cool-
ed sherbet, and other Inxuries, were also liberally
supplied. The Ameers had gent several huwks,
which afforded an attractive eport on the road,
and supplied my table with every species of wing-

* it The Doandn, which is the only kind of vemel aver ased in
the lwar plﬂufuulndw.m'lllupwl:um

olbervar i b but s ilight improvement op the primitive raft.
All (e iugunuity dis in it eonstraction fe directed to s
viery humbbe olject, that af -rinfuumnﬁmnlmiulnhin
siruetion in esse of grounding, 1T we compare this ehumsy -
wdurhmﬂhhuudmrmﬂlhlhhﬂuwlﬂfﬂ#-
toms, drawing fivp to aine fort, which navigste the Egphrale,
with the weried form or -innrﬂwnblnﬂhh;: Tt
Ganges, the inference bs ivevitable, that te 5wt
rivers offer to navigation far s those of the Iadee”
Hugoet on the Todus, by J. By Hespe, Haa.

l.
¥s

w
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ed game, which indeed is more abundant in Sinde,
than in any country I have ever visited. My
great object being to reach Hyderabad without de-
lay, our rate of travelling was us rapid as possible,
must have been at Jeast a thousand persons
in our party, most of whom were moonted on ea-
mels.  T'he Khans themselves adopted this mode
of travelling, which is the most usual and com-
fortable in Sinde, and moved so ::r'diti.utlal}', as
generally to keep pace with my horse. Their
saddle wasa silken cushion, which entirely relieves
the rider from the ¢ffect of the uneasy gait of the
camels, 'The road by which we travelled had
never before, 1 believe, been passed by any Euro-
Eun. The eager curiosity evinced by the inha-
itants to see me was beyond all bounds ; my tent
was surrounded constantly by a flock of gazers;
and erowds came from all of the country to
look at the Feringee or % Some even
affected sickness to gain ad ce to my pre-
sence ; and on m Mﬂiﬂle pretence, they
readily acknow] that their only wish had
been to see me, from n belief that it might improve
their fortunes.

As 1 approached nearer Hyderabad, (within
thirty miles,) I was met by Muhommed Khan
Tora, & nobleman related to the family of the
Ameers; who, together with another officer of
rank, named Moupssa Cahitan, had been sent to
eompliment me, and who brought with them a
number of attendants. From these persons, I
learned that wnusual preparations were making
fur my reception st Court; * for” eaid they,
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* other Europeans have come into Sinde on theip
own affairs, but you are here by the invitation of
the Ameers, and will be made weleome in a dif
ferent manner from them.”

At the nearest stage to the capital, I was re-
ceived by the Nuwaub Wullee Mahommed Khan
Lagharee, the prime minister of Sinde, whom,
as & mark of great respect, the Ameers had sont
to congratulate me on my arrival. He was sc-
compamiad by a splended retinue, composed of
nearly all the men of consequence at court, and
was carried by eight bearers in a meeanah or ele-
vated chair, made of crimson mt. with :Iti::
fringe and golden ornaments, which,
moment he saw me, he alighted and cordially em-
braced me. He is a veneruble looking man, of
great age and respectability, with the address of
a courtier, combined with much natural dignity
and kindness. I was placed opposite to him in his
litter ; and in this manner wo continued olir jour-
oey for a considerable distance,

On the morning of the 10th of November, T en-
tered Hyderabad ; and ne language of mine can
do justice to the busy and varied scene which was
then before-me.  Upwards of ten or twelve thou-
sand persons must have been assembled, all of
whom manifested an intense curiosity to see me ;
the women even, very unlike the gentle Hindoo
ladies, pressed themselves close chair, and
such was the concourss, that it almaost im
sible to proceed, although the Sindinn nﬁr;
spared neither sword nor ok in endea-
vouring to clear the way. Within a mile of the
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city, 1 was mounted on a large black horse, hand-
1 ¥ eaparisoned, which had been brought out
by Wullee Mahommed Khan, and led slowly for-
wards; but the crowd being found quite imper-
vious, my conductors recommended me to enter

~my own close quin, or box, s they termed
it, to be out of sight, and escape the pressing of
the multitude.

In this manner, after much lnbour, in one of the
hottest days 1 had ever experienced, we at length
renched the gate of the fortress of Hyderabad,
which is appropriated solely to the residence of
the Ameers and their families, and where I learn-
ed, for the first time, that 1 was immediately to
be introduced to the lords of Sinde.  The silence

which reigned within the fort formed a strong
contrast to the noise and tumult without. Afier
o il by :
court, J found myself unexpectedly, among a
crowd of well-dressed Sindians, in a large open
aren, the walls of which, on either side, were
fancifully decorated with printings, and the ground
covered with variegated carpets, At one end ap-
peared three large arched doors with, enrmins
of green baize, towards one of which I was led
by the vizier and another officer; and hefore I
conld collect myself from the sunddenness of the
trunsition, my-boots were taken off, and [ stood
in presence of the Ameers.

"The coup d'ail was striking. T had an oppor-
tunity of seeing the whole reigning family at a
glance, and 1 have cortainly never witnessed any




COURT OF BTNDE. 3h

spectacle which was more gratifying, or approach-
ed nearer to the fancies Wﬂﬂlzlg‘n in dﬂfdh{md.
of eastern elegance. The group formed a semi-
cirele of handsomely attired figures, at the end of
a lofty hall spread with: Persian carpeting.  In
the centre were geated the two prineipal Ameers
on their musnud, o slightly elevated cushion of
French white satin, utifully worked with
flowers of silk and gold, the corners of which
were secured by four massive and highly-chased

golden ornnments, i ; and,
g s e

supported by the members of their family, con-
sisting of their nephews, Meers Sobdar and Ma-
hommed, and the sone of Meer Mourad Ali,
Meers Noor Mahommed, and Nusseer Khan.
Farther off sat their more distant relations, among
whom were Meer Mahomood Khan, their uncle,
and his sons Meers Ahmed Khan, and Juhan
Khan, Behind stood a erowil of well-dressed at-
tendants, sword and shield bearers to the diffir.
ent princes,

To an European, and one secustomed to form
his notions of native ceremony by & much hum-
bler standard, it was ptrtimir]j grutifying to
observe the taste displayed in dress, and ‘the at-
tention to cleanliness, in the seene before me.
There was no gaudy show of  tinsel or scarlet;
none of that mixture of gorgeousness and dirt to
be seen at the conrts of most Hindoo princes, buat.
on the contrary, a degree of simple and becoming
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far surpassing any thing of the kind it
aver been my fortune to hehold, The Ameers
an i nttmﬂgmh were habited nmﬂf alike, in
or tumies of fine white musim, neatly

and plaited so as to resemble dimity,
_cummerbunds or =shes of silk and gold,
Turkish trowsers of sills, tied at the ankle,
y dark blue, and the Sindian caps T have al-
ready described, made of gold brocade, or embroi-
dered velvet. A pair of cashmere shawls of great
beauty, generally white, thrown negligently over
the arm, and a Persinn dagger at the girdle, richly
ornzmented with diumu:ﬁ or precious stomes,
completed the dress and decoration of each of the

et i
oy of ihe awation m&mﬁf

m:ﬂﬂ an air of dig-
nit]ruulgﬂnl ing seldom to be met wi

European or native character. The

principal Ameers were the lenst respectable of

the party in point of looks ; probably from having

hadd less advan and more exposure to hard-

ships in early life® They are in reality older,

it

1.
SiE

* Mr Crow's accoant of the four brothers is subjoined § bot,
a5 ha wrote al the end of last century, it gmst be borne in mind
that the description applies ehiefly to Futteh and Gholum Al
the present ehlel Ameers being then wery young. * The infancy

ul the four pringes was in great sleeurity, and svon =
arder the latter purt of the reign of the 1 uhﬁ:?t.
as may be suppoed frma the dissentions, o the tribe.,

The present rulers of Sinde hare besn seen; it i mid, tending
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but did not appear above the uge of fifty, from
the very careful manner in which their beards
and hair are stained. With one exception, there
is little family likeness between them and the
younger chiefs, who have inherited from their
mothers M'T[.ﬂuhna,jnt hlack hair, with long
eyelashes eyehrows. Meer Nuosseer Khan
struck me at once as a particalarly handsome

crowding for + the rubble had

entirely out of doors; and there was a degre
stillness and solemnity throughout the whole,
and an order and decorum in the demeanonr of
each individual, which, together with the brilliant
display I have mentioned, impressed me with a
feeling of awe and t, 1 could not have anti-
cipated. It is searcely necessary, after what I
have deseribed, to say that their Highnesses re-
cotile in its jungles, nod eooking thelr own mesls, Cartain it is,

that their Mﬂndﬁum aml manners, oty grest
harbnrity of educntion, amd 1 ainee thedr sidvanerment to an

nad desert which bound (beir country, than to events st Canda-
biar, anal the bighest reach of thelr wislom and policy i

the motioms of the Lisg, snd bribing his officens 1o galn dilay or
rominsion ln their poyment of U tribote thair solicitude o

home is to guard their pareonal safety, and ta envch (he
Mhm;.ﬂﬂhuﬂﬁ;wpﬁ--%
gratification, without & single glanee ot the condithon of the
Peuple, or the roal interest of the sountry. g gt
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me in a state dorbar.  The native agent
had accompanied the two last embassies from
r Government was present, and assured me
it the on this oceasion, and the
nature of reception, were very different, in-
deed, far s or to any ceremoni huh;dmn
during a ence of twenty years in Sinde.®

As my boots had been taken off at the door, T
determined not to uncover my head, and accord-
ingly walked up the centre of the hall with my
hat on. The whole family immediately saluted
me, and I was requested to take my seat in front
of the chief Ameers, and partly on their musnd.
A conversation was at once commenced in the
Persinn ]unguaﬁe, anil T was asked fifty quutmm
in a breath; mynuwall? Arumhm

treated

::ﬁ-ln hmlmm th
mﬂ" in the
1 ecould '

hﬁ"'ﬁﬁm& mhlmw
bmtkin&&mudrmt.ﬂﬂthlitm thank-
ful to them for the murked attentions I had re-

® o0 Tt s ddue to thelr Highnesses to mention, thit (hey hove
treated Mr. Burves, who, they say, s ot only the most skilful
of all ploysfednne, hut thele Best frismd, &l the cementer of the
honds of amity bitwoen 1be Governmaents, diring bl sojourn at
Hydérahad, with the most marked distinetion and kindness, both
s & profossionn] gentleman, to whom they wors lndelitad for ad-
wiew, wind g an affieer of the British Government, deputod in that
caparcity at their special request.  In the lattor light they reeeived
him on his first arrival in & oate Thrtse with etery bonor ond
formality, and aftersinds made him woleome st all fomes, with o
degroe of pondality mmd polileoes, which the ative agent jostly
olweries n hu letter to me, they never bafore aviocsd to any
gentloman.”  Dospnteh from the Resident (o Cuteli 1o Gavern-
mant, Political Department, No. 19 ol 1898,

3%
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ceived. Meer Korm Ali Khan observed that T
was a guest who had come by invitation ; that
every thing they had was at my disposal; that
they hud appointed their chief minister, my Mih-
mander or entertainer, who had their orders
comply with my wishes in every respect; un
that, at a short dimm&nmthntm,lgnrdm
bad been prepured for my reseption. which
might either occupy as I chose, or take up my
residence with themselves within the fortress of
Hydernbad,

Several inguiries thﬂt followed Mr.
Elphinstone llldi 8ir John I f
Nepean, the Governor-

King Georuse the Fourth, for all of w‘hoﬁi ﬂm
Ameers professed the greatest respect and esteem.
The resident in Cuteh, they uhnnred, had acted
the purt of 2 friend in permilting me to visit
Simle; and by the grace of Guod, the friendship
between themselves and the British Government
would pow be greater than it had ever been at
suy former period.  From this, their Highnesses
passed to the subject of medicine, commencing a
minute serutiny regarding my age, as well s how
and whire T had studied my profession.  In this
respect, they seemed inclined at first to adopt the
opinion not uncommen in Europe, that youth and
knowledge ean scarcely be conjoined ; and

were evidently somewhat dl.snppul.ntad that I had
neither gravity nor gray hairs to support my pre-
tensions.  The first observation T heard e-
tween themselves, was in reference tﬁﬂf!ﬂﬂ’b

fal appearance.

——
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_After having sat about an hour, all strangers
were ordered to withdraw, and the subject of
Meer Mourad Ali'sillness was introduced. From

his general appearance, I could scarcely have con-
ﬁd that he was labouring under any disease,
ever trivial ; and on examination 1 was gra-
tified to find, that, instead of an immediately
dungerous disorder, as | had anticipated, the case
was one, which, with proper eare and nttention,
might be relieved, if not perfectly cured. 'The
whole family expressed great satisfaction when 1
announced this circenmstance to them, and ex-
pressed my belief that his Highness would be re-
stored to health without a surgical operation, of
which they seemed to entertain great apprehen-
sions. ‘Lowards the end of the interview, when
fouad I was to be met with confidence and civil-
ing means in my power to concilinte them by my
manners and conversation. 1n this 1 had reason
to believe 1 suceeeded ; for at my departure from
their presence, both the chief Ameers assured me
they had never before met with an European with
whom they had been so much pleased.®
* The fallowing is Colonel Potfinger’s deseription of the Ameors
daring the lifstime of Moer Ghioluin Al Anotber species of scenic
elfoet was got up for the ambasy of 1518, and for Capisin (oow Sir
Alorander) Barnes, whose seomint 8 alse suljoined, the object
b vimg s to dinpley the barbarons legiens of Sinde (o perioas not
nltogetherweleome. 1t must bo boroe inmimd alo, thet Mees Korm
All had died in the intarval betweon the sthor's visit and bis bro-
thseer"s, and that, from motives of policy, tesoliliery were excladed
from the fort duting Mesr Moursd Al' (linsss.  ** This platform
wan spred with the richest carpets, * * © This Ameers wores vast
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From the durbar I was conducted by the Nu-
with Wallee Mahommed Khan through the same
uimber of jewols, encluslve of those whish wars sot 5 the hilts
anel seabbanls of their swonds and dapggers, buslds wiinh, et

vilsibelta displaymd l'.l.qubﬂi:t.u'{ emarabils nnd ek,
They were ieated, I:.:l Lo age, §

bibe
meot] ooe on his hand, and the youngest oo his left, on &
mm,rlu-u-m-umdm "
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¢rowd to the place allotted for my residence,
& walled about n quarter of a mile
from the town, the trees of which hiad been hewn
down, and the eultivation destroyed to make room
for myself and my people. Several tents wers
d, and among the rest one of great dimen-
sions (sbout forty feet lang, with the walls twelve
feet high,) made eatirely of green cloth, with
searlet ornaments, and fitted up with cushions,
conches, &e. which was intended as my
sitting-room, and had really a striking appearance.
1 hind scarcely recovered the surprise occasioned
by the scene around me, which, with the oceur-
rences of the morning, reminded me strongly of
some L had read of in the Arabian Nights' En-
tertainments, when my attention was further at-
ﬁd By Ah amival «rmmm bear-
white metallic dishes filled with prepared viands
of different deseription, all ornamented with gold
leaf, for my own breakfast. The others held
% baked ments™ also, for the Mahommedans
among my servants, and were sccompanied by a
profusion of fruit, sweetmeats, and articles of foud
for the Hindoos who were with me.  The same
ceremony was repeated in the evening; and it
was only when 1 positively declared that 1 could
make 0o use of what was so liberally supplied,
that the practice was in part discontinued.
In the afternoon of the same day, I was again
summoned to the presence of the Ameers, when
I saw them privately, and without state or parade.
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They were dressed nearly in the same manner
as in the morning, but without cammerbunds and
arms, and had very fow attendants.  Their con.
versation was extremely conciliatory, and referred
chiefly to the subject which interested them most,
the iliness of Meer Mourad Ali. His Highness
had been suffering for five months ; and [ learned
that they had not sent for me until all the native
practitioners had given up hopes of curing his
disease, and until he himself had despaired of
his - His brothers, Meers Futteh and
Ghoalam hddﬂnﬂﬂﬂhwm
complaints of a similar nature, which seem to be

ry in the family, and he himself had gone
s far as to make his will, mﬂuhiamﬁ
and prepare long written advices for his children,
Usnder these circumstances, the anxiety of Mourad
Ali and all connected with him for the restoration
of his health, will be rm:uii]zr understood, as well
as their subsequent satisfaction,

No time was of course lost in at omen enteri
on the cure; but I encountered some difficulty at
first in overcoming the habitunl distrust of the
Ameers to try medicine from the liands of a
stranger, and suffered not a little inconvenience,
personally, from being obliged to go shares with
my patignt in my own preseriptions, according to
the Beloche rule, which requires the physician to
swallow one pill before he administers another.
Mourad Ali positively refused to take an
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attendant was selected as the subject of experi-
ment, and underwent, without mercy or necessity,
such a course of continned sweating and purgation,
as must have left on his mind and body, any thing
but a favourable impression of the Enropean mode
of practising physic. Latterly, when I became
more intimate with the Ameers, the custom was
dispensed with ; though they took care to intimate
to me that their doing so was the highest compli-
ment they could have puid me, and even made so
much of the matter, as to direct their envoy to
bring it to the natice of the Governor of Bombay,
a8 an extraordinary proof of their confidence and
friendship for the Hritish.
By a rigid attention to diet and constitntional
with the application of the
to the disease itself, all

Ameers when I announced i

propriety of his resuming, with moderation, his
usual pursuits. The illness of one confines the
whole family ; and none of them, therefure, had
breathed fresh air outside the fortress for many
months. Preparations were immediately made for
a hunting excursion, to which they all proceeded,
and T was also invited. The Ameer suffered no
inconvenience for some weeks from his disorder ;
while a dread of the consequences prevented his
neglecting the regimen prescribed. Bt when
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this ceased, he was guilty of some acts of impru-
dence and excess, which brought on a slight re-
lapse, but did not much retard his general re-
covery.
The suddenness of a cure so unexpected, and
which was to be attributed, in a great measure,
to the removal of the irritating substances former-
ly applied, impressed the Ameers with the idea

there were no bounds to my skill in my pro-
fession ; and some fortuitous circumstunces con-
tributed to strengthen the delusion. 1 had occa-
sion to administer a4 small of a powerful
even after the same dose had been tried on the
luckless attendant I have mentioned, till he was
positively assured by me what would be the exact
effect upon himeelf. T saw at once that this was
in their estimation a grand test of my knowledge ;
and it was one certainly which perplexed me con-
giderably. Having no alternative, however, 1
boldly hazarded a guess, which the event, luckily
for my reputation, proved correct ; and this eir-
cumetance, trifling as it may seem, excited so
much the attention of the Ameers that they al-
luded to it often afterwards. :

Hut to nothing, in this respect, was I more in-
debted than to the sulphate of quinine ; a remedy
hitherto perfectly unknown in Sinde, and the effect
of which, as it scarcely ever fails in stopping the
intermittent fovers of satives, I eould generaily
foretell with a degree of precision that astonished

them. By means of this nlnnhlnmlﬁh_lﬁ,_-z
enabled, shortly after my arrival, to curs,
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a favourite child of the prime minister, whe

been suffering from fever for months together,
sith several other persons in the immediate ser-
vice of the Ameers; and 1 would ne doubt lhnve
gone on to raise my character higher, bad not
their Highnesses, the moment they discovered the
effect of the quinine, =eized the phial which con-
tained it without ceremony, and ordered it to be
sealed and locked up for their own proper use ot
a future period.  Evenafterwards, when T myself
fell sick, no solicitations eould induce thewm to part
with u single grain, though I was dangeronsly ill;
and when at my departure, I made a request for
the bottle in exchange for another, as it was one
which belonged to a valuable medicine chest, the
osal was at once rejected, evidently from an
aﬂg;thntlkyﬁgiﬂ_ﬂr_nnwith its contents some

Sinde would be a fair English quackery
to fourish in. The Ameers never thought of

doubting that I had the power of restoring the
vigour of youth, provided I was disposed to do so:
and Meer sent me a letter from Shikue-
r, requesting me to bring to his senses one of

is children who had been twelve years anidiot !
Meer Noor Mahommed was disuppointed that 1
did not possess the lamp of Aladdin or the wand
of Prospero, to transform his mean and contemp-
tible figure into the stately form of his hrother
Nusseer Khan. T was applied to by Meer Ma-
hommed to remove a white speck from the neck
of one of the bemuties of his Serughio, which had
been born with her; and his Highness was evi-
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dently displensed when my attempts proved un-
successful.  The circumstances of my interview
with this lady are curions, 1t was proposed that
1 should meet her in a garden, with a wall about
five feet high between us; but as T objected to
this mode of examining n pationt, she was bro
to my tent, muffled up among a crowd of old and
ugly females, her attendants.  She was very bean-
tiful, almost as fuir as an European, and altogether
a favourable specimen of the women of Sinde,
who are superior in appesrance t s of
I saw several dancing girls, whose elegant forms
miﬁ:hm_w-mmﬁm  Walid,
m:n as Mourmd Ali's health recovered,
the and attention of the Ameers towards
me increased. During my stay at Hyderabad,
for the succeeding two months and a-half, every
means were adopted by them that conld afford me
comfort or amusement. The vizier waited on
me N‘B?‘ morning and afternoon to accompany me
to the durbar, where I passed six hours, and often
more, daily in their company, and where they re-
ceived me latterly in nearly the same manner as
they did the younger princes.  After the first or
second] visit, the ceremony of taking off the shoes,
which was, | understand, rigidly insisted on dur-
ing the two or three short interviews the late on-
voys had with them, was entirely dispensed with;
and the whole arrangement of their court was
changed, that a chair might be introdueed for me.
No entreaties could indnee them to discontinne
the extravagant system of entertainment for me
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which was kept up to the very
remained in Sinde,

Thu conduct of a despotic prince regulates
that of his followers.  No sooner did the Sindian
gourtiers observe the disposition of the Ameers
towards me, than they began to vie with each
other in their obsequiousness. While T was at
Hyderabad, 1 was visited, I believe, by the heads
nhll the tribes resident ot court.  Letters were
rend in my presence at the durbar, which were to
be sent to the Sikhs and other allies, smnouncing
Mourad Ali's recovery, and highly complimentary
to myself, together with congratulatory addresses
from Meers Sobrab and 'Thara, entreating that
every distinction might be pnid me. Persian
oo ey o i

L]
satisfactory
htlﬂAn:ui. who themselves took the trouble
to explain to me the meaning of the difficult pas-

gll;n of the rulers had a proportionate
nﬁmm the of Sinde. The inte
of Meer M Ali's recovery pussed through
the country like wild-fire, and crowds flocked
from all quarters, in the expectation of obtaining
relief, many of them from incurable diseases. In
every direction, around the garden which 1 occu-
pied, there were encampments of strangers who
had come from a distance. My gate was sur-
rounded by petitioners from morping to night;
and the moment I appeared abroad, I was nssail-
ed by the mast piteous entreaties for medicine
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amd pssistance.  All these demands on me 1 was
abliged to attend to; mor is there any period of
my life during which I underwent more continued
labonr than in Sinde, The Ameers save me
credit for my undm, and thanked me for ex-
pending, as the been informed by report,
four thousand r:rpuu waorth of mndamhrm their
subjects. I assured them of my readiness to.do
my endeavours, but did not conveive it
to add, that the utmost the Honourable Company
was likely to suffer on the ocension was nearer
rmr riipees thim Hu mﬁ;ﬂm
L Sl e g
Thm uf unmdﬁng' i
wis a violent atfack nf?glr which confined ms
to my bed for several days. The kindness I then
experienced onght not to bo omitted here.  The
Ameers did indeed refose me the quinine 3 but
they were constant in their inquiries, and extreme
in their expressions of anxiely. During the whols
of a day in which 1 was delifious, Wullee Ma-
hommed Khan, whose good feeling 1 had guined
by attention to his children, and frequent conver-
sations with himself, never left my bedside ; and
when [ recovered my senses; the first objeet which
met my eye, was the respected old man kneeling
in earnest prayer for my recovery. Such Sa-
maritanism would do henour, and might be an
example, to many of & purer creed and better
education, e -
The supreme power in Sinde unﬂm
foreign states to be vested in the hands of
youngest, and surviving brothers mentioned in
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Ol
the eal of thi=s nnrrative, Meors Kurm and
Mmﬁwhn are known, both at home amd
abroad, by the designation of the Chigf Ameers,
wmil whose seals are affixed to all publie docu-
ments issued in the nume of the governmeht. Baut
nlthough these have certainly no equal in political
vonsequence, there are, nevertheloss; other mem-
biers of the family who are searcely inferior in rank
to their Highnesses at the court of Hyderabud.
Both Meers Futteh Ali and Gholam Ali left sons
to whom they bequeathed their shares in the nd-
ministration, and who, although they have been,
on aecount of theie youth and the grasping spirit
of their uncles, kept moch in the back ground,
have lately ;uquim:f a degree of"influence in the
stute,  Meer Sobdar, in particular, the son of
Futteh AL, who had been consigned to neglect,
and till within these fow months as an
ile attendant in the train of the Chief Ameers,
has, since [ left Sinde, ruised himself, Ilrguuuc-
cessful to nlmost an equality with them ;
and Meer Mahommed, the son of Meer Gholam
Ali, would no doubt be equally fortunate, had he
spirit or inclination to hazard the attempt.  The
two sons, also, of Monrad Ali, Meers Noor Ma-
hommed, and Nusseer Khan, must be enumerated
amongst the heads of the government.
these chiefs are in possession of partions of
Sinde, the revenues and control of which they re-
spectively enjoy. During the lifetime of Meer
Futteh Ali Khan, no division took place in this
respect, and his younger brothers were content
to owe to his liberality the means of supporting
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their expenses and dignity.  After his death, the
preovinee wis portioned aut into four equal shares,
of which two were allotted to Gholam Ali, who
engaged to pay the nsnal charges of the state, and
one euch to Kurm and Mourad AL Sinee the
demise of Gholum Al in 1811, several divisions
have, at different times, tuken place, and Meer
Mournd Ali, on the plen of having dvéscendants,
has contrived to despoil his brother apd Meer
Mahommed of much of their possessions; but.
with the exception of the districts in the hands
LT
i ‘sequel, the country is partitioned nt
this moment® into four mqu:rlr shares, of which
the Targest belongs to Mournd Ali, and the others
to Meers Kurm Al, Meer Mohommed and Sob-
dar. Mourad Ali's territory i subdivided into
portions for his sons and himsell.  Of the reve-
nues of Sinde, T shall have occasion hereafter to
speal.

In addition to the princes above allnded to,
there are many other nobles of the "Talpoor trile,
always resident at the court of the Ameers; but
although they all enjoy the title of Meer or Lord,
none of them are permitted to interfere in the
affiirs of the state, amd they derive their lustre
and importance solely from their relutionship to
the reipning family.  OF this lineage ure Meers
Sahrab Khan, Thara Khan, who command
in separate distriets of their own, Khyrpoor and
Meerpoor.  T'hey are fendatories of the principal

e
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meers, who, at the period of the expulsion of
the Caloras, acquired, by their own bravery, con-
siderable portions of territory, which they have
ever sinee retained.  Meer Sohrab resides for
the present at Shikarpoor, on the border® of the
and Meer Thara at Meerpoor, in the
Thure, where they hold separate courts of their
own. Meer Sohrab, thongh opposed at first to
Futteh AlL* appears generally to have
‘the Ameers ; but Meer Thara hus; on more than

* i Whm forvigs attnek oo looger throatened, Mese Salrab
Ehan, with » majority of the Talpoury sl othier ehiefy, proposed
that the svs of Meor Abdulls Khan, Meer Glieolans Hissain
Rhim, who has now arcived st years of disgretion, shouldl ssamne
th g munt of Sinde, o which, Mﬁlm wnimuclancy, bo
v Juse, el [0 cousideration of whes winarty snly, i bad,
st unend, heen_entrustod 1o Mawr Putteh Ali Rhan, ‘To this

o i Meer Futteh Al Khas repliesk Iy patting 1 foot in

mmh ol i fo f nhnll.u
ey wit) : anp I

1 ion of the Talpoary tebe, rolitioos wers
ﬂim*_ 1 \ fa-hisrs, unil brothers

fimgot thele birth; the ehlers of the wisely hold out the
wxischiel of soh an unnatuml batebery © ool the wionen fung
thetneslves betwoin (heir swinds o prevont bt Blath parties worn

Meotr Ghooluis Husaly Klan schoosledzod the
savaroignty, and sceeptod the protection smber which be now is,
of Moer Futtoh All Khas, und hie sehnowbodgo the bedependaee
nnid E::tqji; of the distinet posesliny of Alstr Sabrab Khon
and Tarrali Khlnn,  This geesmmodation perfeciod, Moor
Futtel Al Khsn made o hansdsome provision in jughines for tees
brothers b bad, Mesr Ghoolum Al Ko, Mesr Kurm Al
Khan, and Monr Mowrnd Al Klas, according to their smiority,
and in anlar to prawsyo thes inose larmonioes of the
general interest of the family, for-wlich they hud wrmd in
the flobd, snid Meer Ghoolsm ALl Khan with signal seal snd
ffeat, be admitted them lkewie toa participation in bis power,
and placed their measouds un esch side of his swn, s ander which
bt preserved to the present day. " —Crgw. '
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one oeeasion, pone to wur with them, and saffered
severely as the penalty of his rashness, They are
both very old men, and Meer Thara is bliod with
Vs, JE“J‘ gon, Ali Moorad, js prolably the
most troublesome subjeet under the Sinde durbar,
and has lately rendered himself well known, both
to the British and Cutch governments, by the
protection be hos afforded the Meanah tﬂ:mﬂm
The relationship of these lenders to the Ameors
;&y be seen from the gencalogical table of the
al »

a closer inspection will uhuwig“ﬂllrll the fabri
though upheld by many, is in reality for the ele-
vation of o single despot. . This is Meer Mourad
Aliy whose superior energy of character enubles
him to earry with him the feelings and support
of the other branches of the family. He is
younger thon his brother, but the Intter i en-
tirely subservient to lis views, and in common
with the rest, is willing to acknowledge him as
the only efficient head nud representative.

In explaining my sentiments as to the ense of
this fuct, it may appear overstrained to speak of
the affections of the heart, in reference to Asiatio
despots.  Btill there is one virtue for which this

* Meer Thars Khon died in Anguat 1520, Jesving his

ng ing vy

tiops Lo hils son Al Mowrsd, Meer Schrul Khan wea.
& [l froan o bermen iy 1530, mhmmk%
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family has ever been distinguished, which has
carried with it its own reward, sud to & con-
tinued exercise of which, they have owed their
) and Sinde its tranquillity, for the hast
thirty yesrs. 1 allude to the personal attach-
ment, mingled perhaps with policy, which indueed
Futteh Ali, on his obtaining his own power, to
place the musnnds of hie brothers on an equality
with his own, and restroined them, individunily,
from any uttempt to usurp the whole authority
thus divided amongst them. Although it might
be supposed that rival and conflicting interests
would weaken and destroy so delicate a feeling
as thuat I bave now adverted to, it is neverthe
less still pereeptible, generally, in all the branches
of the family, and induces the younger to yield a
ready obedience to the wishes of the elder, aml
at all events to restrain their own ambitious pro-
Jw the lifetime of their seniors.  Funei-
ful as thix opinion may seem, it is impossible that
any person could have witnessed the comstun:
anxiety and unwearied attoution of Meer Mourad
Ali's relations for his recovery, without coming
to the sume conclusion ; nor can I jndeed ne.
count, in any satisfactory munner, for the cir-
cumstanee of a complieated machine like the
government of Sinde, apparently =o ill connected,
having held together so long, withont a kindred
sympathy in its component

Meer Mourad Ali Khan is about Bifey-five
rears of age, of low stature, and stout habit of

¥. His complexion is rather fuir, und his
countenance is the index of @ sullen and gloomy
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mind. He is cold and repulsive in his manners,
seldom relaxes into o smile, and never conde-
seends to familiar econversation.  His personal
attachments are econfined to the eircle of his fa-
mily: and whether it be affection which pro-
cures him their support, or a dread of his power,
which induoces them to accord it, at all events, it
is a ernel and remorseless disposition, on his part,
and terror on that of his subjects, which ennbles
him to sway the destinies of Sinde.  Inconsistent
as it may appear, this tyrant is at heart a poor
k 2oy Mnﬂéh:@m by the fear of
death and the . of his own Tk
naion ot of s et gy i v

merit of personaul cournge, though saeh a sup-
pusition is highly tmprobable ; but 1 have myself
kuown him pass several sleepless nights, from a
hotror of the consequences of hodily derangement
of the most trivial description,

The prevailing feature of Meer Mourad Al’s
character is avarice ; and he is over too ready to
sacrifice, for its gratification, his own dignity and
the interests of his people.  Seldom making pro-
mises, he even more rarely fulfils them; alto-
gether his character way be summed up as that
of a selfish and gloomy d an Asiatic Ti-
berius, or Philip the Seeond, ruling a kingdom
by the energies of his mind, with none of the
better feelings of the human heart.  His resem-
blance to the former of these monsters is so com-
plete, that T cannot refrain from adding here the
words of the Roman historian, as equally deserip-
tive of both : * Multa indicia sevitie, quamiuam
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[ 1 patarn, sive adsue-
Pmmmwa‘ ohstura verlpg—aodin
in Jongum jaciens, que reconderet auctague pro-
meref.”

The character of Meer Kuem Ali Khan forms
@ perfect contrast to that of his brother. He is
a man of approved personal hrvery, and, as fur
as the etiquette of the court its, is cheerful,
condeseending, and even nﬁflﬁm Fond of dross
and display, he courts populyr a which
Mourad Al affects to despize ; and till lately he
was generous to profusion.  Fyen yet he iy libaral,
although he now shows a disposition to follow the
general policy of the Sinde tourt, and to hoard
money. I found the public voice at Hyderabad
decidedly in his favour, usa prisce who was kind
to his subjects and attendants, sod who was strict

five years older than Al he beary in his
appearance the furrows of age, with traces of
enrly intemperance ; amid, in 4]l human probubi-
lity, he will ere long leave his more robust gpd
energetic brother the unrivalled actor jn the
scene, b

Meer Kurm Ali is possessed of slonder galengs,
though his education has beey good ; and bie is
of 5o indecisive and easy » disposition, that he
has accustomed himself through life to regulage
his condurt {!‘]Iitﬂ::’ by the advice and wishes of
others. It is not unlikely, therefure, that, were
he even to survive his brothur, he would sink,
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not unwillingly, into obseurity, ns he has no
childeen of his own, and would probably have
neither the power nor the inclination to control
his nephews.  On the other hund, such is the
kindly feeling which exists between the hrothers,
that, were he to die first, Mourad Al would no
doubt inherit his tremsures and possessions, and
retain the sole authority in his own hands.

Meer Mahommed n, the son of Meer Gho-
lam Ali, is the next in rank to the chief Amecrs.
He is about the age of thirty, and a handsome
man, though somewhat disf by a hare-lip,
}:Iﬁnﬂrmmin Sinde. For some time

took his seat on the musnnd with his uncles ;
and, in cammon with them, he enjoved the honour
of & salute from the ramparts of Hyderabad, when
he appeared abroad.  Heing, however, of o mild
and unambitious character, he has renounced,
apparently without regret, all this semblanee of
dignity ; together with the most substantial part
of his property, of which he has been despoi
on vuﬁlumlemu, by Meer Mourad Ali ﬂ
his favourite servants, from an inability to con-
trol them, or to mansge his own affairs. He is
singulurly good-natured, quite indifferent to state
or parpde, and much liked by his immedinte re-
tainers, many of whom have made large fortunes
in his service. §

Meer Mabommed Khan hos no family ; and 1
may here remark, that it is the custom of the
Court of Sinde to put to death all children born
to the prinees of slave women. T‘,h utehe

¥



o VISIT TO THE

which this horrid oruelty engenders must be
cing, as T was assured that one member of
the family alone had consigned to the tomb o
less than twenty-seven of his illegitimate offspring.
The authority of ages may sanction, and the rites
of religion sanctify, the inhuman practices of Sut-
tee I;t{\ infanticide among the Hindoos ; and we
may y if we ennnot pardon, the miszuidisd
foeling Ehi:l: i the prond Rajpoot tlzg orush
at her birth the daughter, whose preservution, as
in Cuteh, too often ends in lier prostitation ; bt
humanity turns with unmingled horror from the
monstrous barbarity I have now mentioned, which
is as repugnant to the precepts of the Korun as it
is to the dictates of nnture, imd for which we search
in vain for any reasouable apology. “ They are
utterly lost.” says Mahommed, * who have slain
their children foolishly, without knowledge, and
- fotpidden that Emmm“ghm them
; lil'ﬁlﬂlg a i
Meer Mourad Alls m son, Mesr Noor
Mahommed Khan, is about thirty years of age,
and mng be gonsidered as nearly the counterpart
of his father, with all the bad, amd but few of
the strong, parts of his character. He was Very
unpopular; and I never heard of any virtue he
possessed, except a selfish attnchment o his
parent.  Accumulation of wealth is the apparent
Ilhjl_‘l.!t. of his life. This chief is the nﬁ}r ane of
the family who is illiterate : and T have myself
been present when he was obliged to request the
assistance of a servant in composing i common
Persian note to his father. He has a son, a fine-
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lovking boy, named Meer Shadad, who has at
tained the age of twelve years.

Meer Mahommed Nusseer Khan is the second
son of Meer Mourad Ali, afld is h}' far the most
engaging and popolar of the reigning family in
Sinde. Heis twenty-five years of age, of hand-
some fignre, thongh rather corpulent, with much
dignity of manners, and a noble expresion of
countenance, undisfigured by the oS-
blanee to his facher or brother. e dissimi-
larity, fortunately, is ns complete in charncter as
in pqmuul appearance, Meer Nusseer Khan is

as they are sordid, and has lavished
l‘.hi"m which were nllotted him with pro-
Fuse liberality ; a quality whicl, whether a virtue
or i vice, his ever been known to receive general
praise and approbation, particularly in Asiatic
oountrics, -

Durifig my march to Hyderabad, his High-
niss's virtues and poetical genins formed the
theme of constant commendation ; and, presum-
ing that the vanity of authers was mnch the
same in @ll parts of the world, T took an oppor-
tinity, on my first visit, to request, as a parti-
culur fuvour, that he would bonour me with "
copy of his works, entitled the Dewan Jaffieri,
the fame of whirh, I added, had extended all
over lodia.  This compliment was most gra-
ciously received ; and u few days after he pre-
sented to me a beantiful illominated copy of
them, with an inseription on the title-page,
written by himself, 1f they are ~his own
eomposition, they do i infinite eredits but I

L
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must eonfirs that his conversation never exhibited
proofs of an exalted imugination.
'fr']:t:mﬁplmnt of the l]::flu Jaftieri was fol-
lowed by gifts of a Superior description from the
‘gther Ameers; who, although they toold not
“compliment me with hﬂu}u written by themsel '.'ltt'ﬂ.
begged my acceptance of elegant editions of the
mmu afTHaE: anid Swdi, some of which had
a placg for many generations in the Library of
the Caloras; and, in sddition to their real value,
were benutiful specimens of Persian penmanship.
Amongst several curiosities given me ot the same
time, Wullee Mahommed Khan presented me
with a pair of handsome green slippers, which
hod been pressed by the royal fect of Shah Shuja
Gl Moolk, the king of Cabul, and for which he
entertained o true vizior-like reverence.
 Meer Nusseer Khan has ever expressed a
favourable feeling towards the British"govern-
ment.  He has been unremitting in his civilities
to gur native t at Hyderabad; and, during
my residence he was even more attentive
to me than the others.  He is the darling of the
soldiery, from excelling in all manly exercises,
and the most likely of the younger branches of
the family to attain that pre-eminence which some
one ar other will probably in the end aequire.
He does not appear a very determined or nspiring
character; but it s impossible to foretell how his
disposition muy be influenced by o fair field for
his ambition, particalarly as the stream of public
opinion is so decidadly n his favour.

I had no opportunity of becoming personally
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aciuuinted with Meer Sobdar Klan, who, when
I was in Sinde, happened to be out of favour at
court. He made some advances to me : bat the
Ameers objected to my having any communiea-
tion with him. e is the son of Meer Futteh Al
Khan, the chief to whom the Talpoor family owes
its greatness; and he was born in 1801, a few
hours before the death of his father, who had
anly time to entreat the kindness of his brothers to
hi= infant before he expired. For man ;‘uh
Kurm Al but, being sabject to wy, and
having one day fallen down in the dm;*ﬁ'
consequence of that distressing disorder,

Al Khan contemptuously asked his brother

he expected 1o make of such an unfortunate

wreteh @ nnd sinee then, until very lately, he has

lived in obscurity, on a paltry pension of 25,000

rupees per annum,

Meer Sobdar naturally traced hi= misfortunes
to Mourad Ali; and when this prince was seized
with his late dongerons illness, he and his few
adherents could scarcely suppress a feeling of ex-
ultation at his expected death. This, together
with o demand he had made publicly for the
restoration of his rights, inflamed the rape of
Mourad Ali: and although Sobdar was obliged,
by the communds of the Ameers, to attend at the
durbar, T observed that he was never addressed by
wny one, nor received with the slightest demons
stration of respect. 8 i

But Meer Mourad Ali had mistaken, insome
migsre, the character ir Khan, whe was
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sooretly mnj"m'ﬁnn intrignes with some of the
suryiving friends of his fther, and with Meer
Ali Mourad, the turbulent son of Meer Thara,
to obtain o restitution of his birth-right. My
prevented his bringing his plans to ma-
turity ; but immediately after I left Hyderabad,
be found means to escape to the Fort of Islam-
kote in the desert, where he was joined in the
course of five or six days by the irators and
their followers, amounting to 1 men, and
marched direct on Hyderibad,  The prineipal
Ameers were tuken perfectly unnwares ab the
boldness of the undertaking, and prudently set-
tled matters by a compromise ; consenting to
et Subdar 2 share of the country, and a par-
ticipation in the government. This young prince’s
elevation was highly unsatisfuctory to all the
other chief members of the family ; and it is most
probable, that, when a favourable opportunity
presents itself, no means will be left untried to
remove a barrier so prejudicial to their interests.
I'he personal appearance of Meer Sobdar Khan
i fvonrable Ef..- is nbout the middle smze, and
rather inelined to corpulency.  In his manoers he
is formgl ; although, from restraint in which
he was constantly placed, I had probably no means
of judging correctly of him in this respect. Great
pamns were, I understand, taken with his eduea-
tion 5 and although he is, no doubt, a man of
wenk mind, and most likely the tool only of n
party, he is not deficient in literary taste and at-
tainments, if a knowledge of Persian books and
poetry can be dignified by such an appellation
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The government of Sinde is o pare militury des
potism ; and the great misfortune of the peaple,
next to the circumstinee of their being entirely at
thee merey of their rulers, s, that the latter are
ignorunt of the important truth, that in a well-
regulated kingdom the interest of the prince and
the people are identicul.  Like all Asiatic gover-
nurs, the Ameers have no idea of saerificing pre-
sent gains, however trivial, for future nd T
oand, as theygui‘mnnntn{rdmﬁdu the It:i“d
and of their dynusty as depending chi
on the aconmulation of wealth, their eonrse o
internal poliey is directed to this object, and is
selves, and great dutriment to their people. Under
this short-sighted system, the imposts and taxa-
tion in Sinde are enormous, and have the effect
of paralysing nearly the whole trade, and deeply
affecting the industry of the country. The re
venues are farmed to the highest bidders; who,
as they enjoy theie contracts only by the grace
of their masters, nnd can never, on any pretence,
obtain exemptions for themselves, are obliged to
exert to the utmost, during their phemeral reign,
their powers of exaction and oppression.® s

1t bas excited the surprise of every Eu
who has cast a thought on this state of affuirs,
that & government, so formed and conducted,

should have maintained its existence for so long

* 4 1 am aoquainted with u respectable Lowenan Hisdoo who

Tarmwd sine of (e districts, snd weas lif 1l mirs
sl compelled o hm:ﬂ-hnnmﬁ:;mlm_
Megms nx Sienir. ¥ ' !
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a perivd.  The family feeling which unites to-
hier the Ameers, 1 have alluded to; and the
story of Asintie kingdoms is the best evidence
of what man will suffer with patience, aml what
pri may inlliet with impunity., Sinde hos
! advantages over other conntries similarly
_gitunted —udvantages which, to a certain extent,
enuble her to strugyle against the curses of mis-
rule and ignorance.  She i= almost independent
of the periodical rains, and of the famines and
dizasters too frequently attendant on the failure of
these in the provinees surrounding her,  Heéaven
has blessed her with o constant and never-failing
hoon in the river Indos—that source of com-
meree and fertility, of which no tyranny can de-
‘8poil her,—which enables the cultivator, not only
but to look forward in due season to a certain
harvest, and to transfor, shonld ho wish it, with
‘antd profit, the abundant product of his
toil to other countries, Notwithstanding all the
opposition of the rulers, the same fruitful cause
rrguces thee price of Inhour and of food lower than
in Cutch ; the inhabitants of which are known in
snnsong of scarcity to seek invariably for snbsis-
tence in Sinde, rather than to emigrate into our
OWn territories.

I may remark further, that there are bounds
te the horrors of despotism as to all other hman
evils; and it is but jostiee to confess, that the
Ameers seom rother to be ignorant of true notidns
of policy, and misled by the delusions of preju-
dice, than wantonly eruel and iniquitous in their
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proceadings.  Moreover, they eannot be blind to
the danger and hopelessness of oppressing. their
subjects beyond certain limits ; and, Inckily for
the latter, the system of finance carries with it a
check which operates partially in their favour.
The government has seldom any ter sym-
mmymma&muﬂunrhh rgnt,m
consequently, is not deaf to appeals sgainst hi
or unwilling that discussions between the
should be referred to the ders of the Ma-
llllummtdnn Inw. .Ai.lnqtbar s, g:;t, as the
mamey or  pati sufficient to become lense-
holiders, the revenues are, for the most part, in
the hands of Hindoos: n clgss which possesses
little favour at court, and no influence or
tability in the country, except that of wealth.
The farmers do not, as in Cutch, eombine with
their leases the power of civil magistrates ; and,
as they are constant objects of jealousy and dislike
te the Muhommedan military governors of the
districts, who envy their riches, and despise their
persons and religion, the people no doubt f‘
by this application of the political maxim il
el fmpera. Itis mclu.ul:hu:j', however, to pefloct,
that the only safeguard o in i iy
derived from a sort of balanee between the evil
ions of the rulers; and that it may too often

ppen to be the interest of the latter to unite,
with one accord, to rob the helpless villager of
the profits of his labours. .

Yet, even under all these disadvantages, it may
be doubted whether Sinde has, for many years,
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enjoyed comparatively greater blessings, or stood
higher in political consequence than at the pre-
sent moment. Ignorant and oppressive as her
rulers are, her annals do not show that she hus
ever been much better governed in recent times §
‘and they have at least the merit of having main-
tained her in a state of tranquil, and almost un-
interrupted repose for the last thirty years. The
restless and daring spirits also, who were instru-
mental in bringing about the revolution, which
ended in the downfal of the Calorsg, have, in the
course of nearly hulf a century, either disappear-
el from the stage, or become incapacitated by
years, The present generation kuow only by
tradition of the murders and rapine of their fi-
thers; and while a calm has thus suceeeded the
tempest in Sinde, as in all empires which have
! mnﬁ&“ uailn degree ufmmﬁnr amid
1 erept into the govern-
ment, which was Jnknnwu to it
1t is but too true, that there are many signs of
decay and depopulation in Sinde; but tinFenph:
invariably trace these ovils to the season of civil
discord ; mor is there any evidence to show that
they have increased in any unusual degree, during
the administration of the Ameers, or that the
latter are really more indifferent to the interests
or commerce of their subjects than the later Ca-
loras; one of whom, Meean Surufraz Khan, be-
siiles being a blood-thirsty tyrant, discouraged
trade and manufacturc by every means in his
power, and, nmongst the rest, by expelling the
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British factory from Tatta® 'The revenues have,
without doubt. much diminished ; but the deful-

many af the present evils of Sinde nro to be attributed 1o canss
altogether Indepondant of the ponduct of the Amsers. 1 have
Alrendty mentioned, that Abdul Nubbee had on ong nesion ob-
tuined the support of the king of Cubul, and 1 glre e words of
Mr. Elphinstone fo show In what manner {he nssistanee wes
affirded.  *About this time {1781) broke out (he mbielllon of
the ‘Talpoories, which ended in the expulsion of the govermor of
Binde. In the eourse of nest your, the king (Timour Shal)
sent m foron under Middod Khan to reducs the | whirh
son avirran the whole provises.  The Talpoories rotired 1o thelr
original desert, anil the other inhabitints uppar to hove flod in
the bills and Jungles 1o avoid the Doomngee army.  Misddud
Ebmn lald wasts H;_mgm-ilﬁ fire st aweend ; atd a0 povere
wure his mvagoes, that o droadf] fanine Tullwesd his enmpaign,
and.the provines of Sinds b aid sot yet to luaver recorered from
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T'his dismemberment of the Cabul monarchy,
while it has absolved the Ameers from their irk-
Bome to o lord paramaonnt, and render-
ed them almost independent sovereigns, has en-
abled them to appropriste to themselves, without
difficulty, the valunble district of S WOT,
which seized about five ago, and the
additional reveoues of which they now shuare
with Moer Sobrl's family, whish goverus it
The same cause has relieved them from the ob-
noxious annual tribute of fifteen lncs of ¢
which they were bound to pay to the ml:n
court ; for althongh Runjeet Sing has freq
intimated his intention, as head of =L[1|.~ Cu‘lml;
states, of demanding the usual subsidy, they have
invariably denied his rights; and he bas either
been too much occupied wshhhwnughhumra, ar

1 Ii[luu ents, to lead
into L‘b!u means of enfor-
Mﬂm sanctity pervades

af
the Mussulmans of Sinde,* the moral
precepts of their faith unf ly exert but

Uiy o utteely dospise, will, 1 fear, sither meet st ooes with s
logidwl refuml, or lead 1o Em[nm-ﬁrm enil nocpaing mach
.j.f.q- "—Cartars Dec'Hosrs's MA. Jovnwas.
more errests the nedics of o stmager un potori

%ululhﬂﬂhﬂ&;;uﬂuﬂ:murm- o Lud';-‘
ligion us enjoined by the prophet of In h e
mranest aml poorest of maskind may be seen, at

bowre, turmed towards Meces, offering op their prayers.. | luve
olserved & bostman guit the Isbarious duy of deapyring the yessal
agaimst the strea, snd retive fo the shore wat and eorvermd with:
ol 1o peclierm his genudexions.  In the smallest villapes, ibe
sounid of the * mowuzzun” or erier, sommoning true bolisoes b
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little influcnee on their conduoet.  There i no
country in Asin, or rather on erth, so perfectly
priest-riddon : it is said to no fewer than
one hundred thousand to n.mlr, at which
contributions are levied, within its limits, and
the expense of its udmdmbﬂubmuu bas
been fairly estimated by Capt. M*Murdo at equal
to one-third of the gros revenus enjoyed by the
state, In the observances of religion the whole
fumily of the Ameers are extremely striet; and
I have seen some of them kocel down to in
the pablic durbar. An 14
uvk,t existy among them on
which, strange to say, is the most
‘hatw‘ucn the two brothers whom I have
represented as so much attached to each other.
The Talpoors were originally Soonness, like the
Heloches and Sindians in genoral ; but their con-
nection with Persin has infocted the court with
the heresies of that kingdom ; and, with the ex-
ception of Mourad Ali and Sobdar, who are still
attached to the orthodox doctrines, they have be-
come Sheahs, or followers of AlL
T'his diserepancy in religious belief appears even
mors remuka.’lllu, j-n;rlnen we consider that Sir John
Maleolm, in his history of Persia, has declared
that the Soonce and Sheah faiths can never exist

jprayers, may belheanl, snd the Mibommedans within reach of
ihe sorarcus sound, mpm-ifnnh-mmuhiruuﬂm
that they may mdd thoir ** Amen™ to the ﬂmmﬁ
eomcluiled. The effed) is plesing and impressive, h
niten in othior ensitries st o Uke stagn of

the gqualities of thﬂ?hﬁlu e~
ey nfhnuul " Henkes M;mbqﬁﬂl.
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in any concord with each other, a stranger to the
pame of Mahommed being more acceptable to a
gealous man of either these religions than the op-
Ei!.a sectary 3 and that Colonel Pottinger states,
at the Beloches, with a few exceptions to the
westwianl, are Soonee Mussulmans, and so invete-
rate in their hatred and enmity to the Sheahs,
that it would be less dangerous to appear in Be-
lochistan, even as 4 Christian than as a professor
of that belief. The author of Anastasius also thus
chiurgeterizes the two scots, ¢ As the difference
between them is small, so is the hatred propor-
tionubly intense. The Turks are all Soonnees, the
l‘tuim:; all Sheyis; the former are more fanati-
‘cal, and the latter more superstitions.”
A
dwell an the sy eligion, and to
husinst. ‘I'he rest are scarcely more liberal ™ At
the time I was confined to my residence by in-
disposition, | sent a Hindoo medical wssistant to
bring me o report of the state of my patient s but
when he went to the durbar, it was unanimously
agreed, that his putting his hand near the seat of
the disease might be prejudicial, and he was dis-
missed accordingly, with an apology to me for
not aecepting his services.  When fyleﬁ Sinde, [
carried with me two gold watches, belonging to
Ameers, to be repaired ; but one of my servants
having by chance hinted that there was a Hindoo
in Bhooj who was qualified for the task, they
were not consigned to my charge, till 1 gave a
pledge that they should not pass into the hands
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of an accursed Boof Purust, or worshipper of
idols.  Among the inscriptions, inlnid in gold, on
# highly-valuable Damascus sword, with which
their highnesses presented me, there is a verse
written by their vizier, and highly applauded by
themselves, containing the followi itable
prayer, that a hundred thousand Hindoos may
perish by its edge :—

* Of ancient steel and water I um the produee
of Parsias sdm

I am light in sppearance, but I um_heavy

When a brave man wiclds me with his streagth,

May n hundred thousand Hindoos perish by
my edge.” #

I had frequent diseussions with the Ameers on
the subject of religion.  Thoy professed to have
a respeet for the Christian faith, the founder of
which had been esteemed @ great prophet by
Muhommed. Their questions and style of res-
soning often nmused me exceedingly, ::::Jnh-
cularly on one cccasion, when they me
whether T was one of the Christians who paid
wloration to the hoofs of the ass which earried
vur Saviour intoe Jerusalem, and which they un-
derstood were still preserved as o refic in I.?HII!
of religions worship in Euarope. It is scarcely
necessary to add, that they know nothing of the
distinetions between Catholics, Greeks, and PPro-
testants. T
A spirit of religious toleration cannot be enume-
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rated nmong the few virtues of the Sinde govern-
ment or it= subjects; and in no respect whatever
is the oppression of the Ameers more apparent
than in their zeal for the propagation of the Ma-
hommedan faith. It is really diffieult to conceive
how any Hindoos should have continued to reside
in the conntry ; and the fact can only be acconnt-
ed for by that attachment, which man shares with
the vegetable, to the eoil in which he is reared.
The indignities they saffer are of the most exus-
perating description.  They are even forced to
adopt the Mahommedan dress, and to wear beards.
Till lately, none of this class were permitted to
ride on horseback ; and amongst the few who now
enjoy the privilege, 2 small number only in the
immediate service ofygovernment are sllowed the
comfort and honour, as it is esteemed, of a saddle.
Merchants of wealth and respectability may be

mﬂuﬁd on usses and mules: animals eon-
red 50 unclean, that none but the vilest out-

casts in other countries can touch them with im-
punity : and, even from this humble con

they are obliged to descend and stand aside when
any bloated Mussulman passes by.

The Mahommedans are encournged and ex-
horted to destroy all the emblems of idolatry they
may see in Sinde. The degraded and unfortunate
follower of Bralma, is denied the free exervize of
his religion ; the tom-tom is seldom heard, IHE
only beat when permission is granted ; and
though there are a fow temples without imnges at
Hyderabad, the sound of music never echoes from
their walls, it is in the power of any two * true
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believers,” by declaring that o Hindoo has repeat-
ed a verse from the Korin, or the wonds * Ma-
hommed the Prophet,” to procure his immediats
circumcision,® "Uhis is the most common, and, by
the persceuted class themselves, considersd the
most cruel of all their ealamitios ; whh:ll_ith
resortid to on the slightest protence,

performed with a mockery of its for
eternal iness of the sufferer, m
made to its bitterness to bodily infi .

Such severities recal hnmm fana-
phat on the first ﬂ%;lﬁ;
the alternative to idolaters was death
conversion ; and when the Caliph Omar
bited the conquered Christinns of Jerusalem from
riding on saddles, ringing bells, or appearing
abroid, except in a particular habit; nor is it
improbable that the Ameers are stimuluted by an
enthusinstic ardour to imitate so sacred an ex-
ample as that of the Commander of the Faithful.
(f their summary mode of administering jus-
tice towands Hindoos, 1 had myself an opportunity
of judging. A Banian merchant came to my re-
sidence one day with severnl articles of cloth, &c.
for sale ; and, after leaving the Pﬂum returoed
in the course of an hour, complaining that he had
been robbed of a valuuble piece of silk by one of
the Sipahis of my guard. [ naturally felt indig-

'*'Ifmwﬁﬂml-!n&mhwhqul%
man, * Yo aremy brother,™ o, 447 will aseom 2 e your
}um[,"hhmwﬂthmrﬂﬂu% ty i eireum-
ehdan.™  Corr. Jas. M*Monstoow St .
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nant at the supposed misconduct of the Sipahi, as
tending to degrade both myself and the character
of the-native army in the eyes of foreigners, and
immedintely entered into @ eareful investigntion
of the circumstance, The Hindoo could produce
no evidence, while the innocence of the acoused
was attested by numerous witnesses. I bad made
up my mind as to the fulsehood of the charge,
when I was privately apprised that the Banian
was acting by the advice of my friend Gopaldass,
the vakeel, who had pointed ont to him the pro-
bability of my at once paying the value rather
than allow the imputation of theft to rest where
it was laid I dismissed the business, therefore,
telling the parties that, should I hear more on the
subject, [ would bring it at once to the notice of
the Ameers,

ik, mfor their Highnesses of the dispute;

adding, that the accusation was against one of a
hdir. d;tf;n mennest soldier of whiﬂd a charae-
ter nlispensably necessary to his remaining an
hour in the service, that they were the mmaﬂgwhn
fought the battles of the stute, and that it was in-
cumberit on me to protect their reputation ; and
lmpuhl that an inguiry might be instituted,
promising, n the event of there being any

against the Sipahi, that he should be sent to Bhooj,
where he would meet with the severest punish-
ment. The Ameers heard me with great polite-
ness ; expressed their rogret at the circumstance ;
and begged to know who the person was that had
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given me so much annoyance. T replied, a Hindoo,
The name acted like n chorm : Mourad Al stop-
ped me at onee by prowouncing any investigation
perfectly unnecessary, and forthwith issued his
commands that the offender should be confined,
and ndmitted into the bosom of the faith ; an or-
der which I observed severnl persons run with

alacrity to perform. On my remoustrating against
this extremity, his Highness with a savage
grin, * You do not know the Hindoos of Sinde;
they uro all wmm _T'he catas-

trophe in however, was luckily
Eﬂ'-dlﬂ ta that 1 had influence
mﬂﬂmdhu&hﬁum

[mm.'thncn!pni. unknown to thie Ameers.
T'he bigotry which leads to these cruel excesses,
betrays itself also in an unbounded and sapersti-
tious respect for the Seynds, or descendants of the
Prophet. The roligions awe evinced by the Hin-
doo for his Bralimin priest is not more profound
ur n}_;iecl. than the venerstion in which this tribe
is lield in Sinde. The meanest wretch, who ean
honst his origin from the holy stock, m;mlpbe
in society higher than temporal rank can
Among the crowds who eame to me for jad.imm.l
all readily gave place to a Seyud ; and the ouly
persons 1 ever saw admitted to any degree of in-
timacy with the Ameers were of that privileged
class.” No person under any provocation '
dare to abuss or strike cne, unless ot the rﬂrﬁ
being torn to picees by the populace; and. in con-
senence of l]:e privileges and immu they
enjoy, they flock from all the g coun-



i VIEIT TO THE

tries into Sinde, where, besides heing the most in-
solent, useless, and lazy members of the commie-
nity, shey exercise a most baneful influence on the
minds, and ire 4 constant tax on the purses of
‘the deluded inhabitants. Faqeers,® or religious
mendicants, infest the public highways at Hyder-
abad, demanding alms in a tone of overbearing
insolence, indicative of the power they possess,
and affording a melancholy evidence of the moral
on of the people,

e evils of intolerance I have mentioned are
#o glaring, that it is scarcely possible for a stran-
ger to be a week in the country without their
being obtruded on his notice. The Hindoo vakeel

who ied me, was the butt of every spe-
‘cles of tibabdry 3nd wit (hat Gould emtor.tha s
of my conductors, or their fallowers, on

% FRl pg : = i -
he mareh ; and amongst the many who secretly
R feamanliog SNl veetied o
have & more devout wish to see the British co-
lm:uﬂﬁngmﬂuim 8 of Hyderabad, than
* o« Many of tl Fakesrs sre, withoat dookt, wirtussss s,
bst the great bulk are hypoctitical fanatics, The aniversal 1o
tpect shown to them seemm 1o have corropted the lund. The
mundicauis jn Sindo are mure nomerons than b ooy ather coantoy
In Asin.  They can seareely be callod heggurs, for they lovy tH-
bate in erawia, and, by threats, with great arregunes : many of
the eommnn poople Like (o this profitable voeution, which wnly
roruires sotne show of mnctity.  This s exhibited in srioes ways s
ane of the most common i# to sl all nighi o the hoaretop, sod
repent the smernd nanin of * Ullnh™ (or God) as many (housud
times ms the tongue ean pider it I Binde, raligion ks the
worst possilila turn : it doos not soften the disposition. of the rlers,
o7 the asperitics of e peaplo ; 1t becomes & trade, aped il worth-

bees profissors deerde it amd Uemsslves " S ALExsxDEN
Bonwes ox Sisne
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the Hindoos of respectability ; who, uninvited,
entered on the subject of their grievances, and
discoursed largely of the cruelties and indignities
to which they were subjected. The correctoess of
these remarks on the arrogance of the Mahom-

n respectably .
and shields, and rode on horseback,) wlio impor-
tuned for charity as a matter of right, and de-
clared that they wonld not move until t]lz Te-
ceived certain sums, varying from two or three,
to a hunidred or s hundred and fifty rupees, which
they specified. To enforce attention to their de-
mands, they blew horns, rung bells, beat drums,
and stretehed their own voices to the utmost ; and
one of them, a Seyud, had the avdacity even toseat
himself in front of the ambassador’s tent, under
the British flag, and to aldress the representative
of our sovereign in the following terms:—* Oh
Feringee Elchee,® give me one hundred rupees
or T will stay here all day; and if you do net, I
will tell Moer Mourad Ali Khan not to comply
with any thing you purpose, whereas if you make

* O Enghish Amlaisador,



78 YVISIT TO THE

me your friend, you shall get whatever you want "
Another holy man, after minutely ecrutinizing
Colonel Pottinger’s Durbar or levee tent, which
was very lurge and handsome, und created great
- astonishment, turned round to the multitude, and
i “ what lucky fellows these Feringees
are ! God Almighty has made that fine tent on
purpose for them.”
Captain Del'Hoste being detached by the am-
from Hyderabad, on & mission to Meer
Roostum Khan, st Khyrpoor, deemsd it prodent,
to avoid being mobbed, and the persecation of
the beggars, to adopt the costume of a native
trooper. This circumstance led to the following
eurivus adventure, which I shall intreduce fo
give an idea of the style and domestic comforts
attendant on hereditary canonization ;flu::le.
In passi ing through Halla-Gungs, a consi ]
town to the northward, he understood that it
wis blessed with the of a saint of sur-
]‘I-l:ﬂg i Muckdoom Noor, whom
e determined to wisit in hie diggnise. To his
surprise, instend of a grey-bearded nscetic, he
found a handsome ]rmlj:ng mnn of five and twenty,
ing, in & large house, nn elegant apartment
m’ﬁ.ﬁh the richest mﬂg:ld decorated
maore sumptoonsly than the halls of the Ameers.
His youthful reverence extended his hand with
becoming dignity to be Kissad, after which an
amusing conversation ensued, and he condescend-
el to ask hi= visitor, who represented himself a5
a soldier in the pay of England, if there were
many Patans like himself in the same serviee?
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whether the English were good people, and ever
prayed to God 2 and if it were true that they were
all white, and had white eyes, hair, and bodies ?
adding, that if o, they must be a very ungainly
race. To these inquiries, and many others, Cap-
tuin Del'Hoste replied with suitable » and
in taking his leave, like a devout nﬂm, de-
posited an oblation of ton rupees for himself and
attendants.  On quitting the house, however, he
ordered one of the latter to explain the real state
of the case to the saint, who far from being an-
noyed, enjoyed ﬂil;ﬂlllhnl‘ﬁlj' and sent to in-
vite him to be lis guest llly'l_lr % g

to take him out on o ?mﬁng
also guve him presents of swectments, sugar-cane,
&e. and commended his prudence in assuming
the garb of a native, remarking, that the mendi-
cants of Sinde were really very troublesome.
The same officer illustrates the other side of
the picture by an anccdote, which 1 Eh:_:li trt-
seribe in his own words :—* 1 ohserved,” says he,
“ one duy a tolernbly well-dressed Hindoo sud-
denly seized by a Mussulman Sipahi, who took
off his slipper and beat him on the head and face
with it. I immediately interfered, and on resou-
ing the Hindoo from his wtor, - Inguired
what crime he had committed, to which the poor
fellow replied, that he had been guilty of no of
fence whatever, and had only come to see the
show. T suggested the propriety of his making
a complaint ; to 'h:fh he rejoined, that sach a
proceeding would only provoke further pﬂ!ﬂk
tions, for the “rpuhwuli ensily frame
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which would be i mthy believed, and the affair
wonld then pmﬁ:ﬂy in hie being circumeis-
od ™ This is one out of n hundred instances
which T witnessed, and these cruelties were of
duily oceurrence, as the officers of the mission
can 'I.Blﬁfj' On another oceasion, in eross-
guestioning 8 Mussulman respecting the popula-
tion of & towm, Inﬂmdlfllmnumberhcmm
" tioned compmed both seets, to which he answer-
eil, * Who counts the Hindoo :lnga, they are
peither included nor considered 7 In fact, there
'cm. I am afraid, be no reason to question the
opinions long ago expressed by the late Captain
MMurdo, that the Mahommedans of Sinde are
the muost hugom gelf-sufficient, and ignorant

L]
% meers nf Sinde are less sunk in sen-
nqlﬂyudwlnlgunn than Mabommedan princes

: ~ They seem to be men of too proud
ions a turn of charncter to he much in-

wed by the allurements of pleasure, or it is
mmpmb_ﬂihtht these have already palled upon
their taste. Mourad Ali asked me, on one ocel-
sion, whether T had any objection to his taling
daroo, & word which I understood in its usunl
acceptution nf ardent spirits; and [ was procesd-
ing to in that it would be better to avoid all
stimulants, and particularly wine, for the present,
when he abruptly interrupted me by begging that
I would not use the name of the forbidden juive
of the grape in the presence of 3 true believer.
I found afterwards that his Highness only meant
a pomegranate ; and although this anecdote may
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give an impression of display before o large assem-
bly, still 1 believe it is well ascertuined that the
Ameers never ind in intoxicating drugs or
liquors, “They hu:r]:glfnnn known to dismiss per.
sons with disgrace from their presenee, who have
appeired before them redolent of wine; and Ba-
hailoor Khan Cokur, & Beloche chief of high birth,
in the servies of Meer Mourad Ali Khan, was sus-
pendedl from his employments for 4 considerable
time, from having been once seen in a state of
intoxication. The Ameers universally objected

to take medicine in the of tinetures, from

the spirits they contained. is not a hookah
o hemnﬂﬂﬂrmﬂ,mdumrdthpﬁmﬂ;
ever eat opium. It were to be hoped, that this
temperance on the part of the rulers had had a
propurtionnte effect on their subjects; but
rience obliges me to doclare, that moest of the sol-
diery, and many of the courtiers, are uldicted to
every specics of indulgence that can eithenvener-
vate the mind, or debilitate the body. The eat-
ing of opium i3 as common in Sinde as in Cutch;
and 1 found no present more acceptable than a
few bottles of brandy, and no snnoyance mere
intalerable than incessant indirect applications to
repair the ravages of unlowful disease; or to re-
new the powers wasted in loxory and debanch.
The Ameers commence business about two
hours before day-break, when each holds o private
“levee, to listen to complaints, and adjust the affairs
relative to his peculiar province. It is on this
occasion only that they wear turbans About
sunrise they repair to their apartments to dress,
F
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and appear shortly afterwards in durbar, where
the whole family regularly assemble, and where
all state proceedings are transacted. The letters

hich have arrived during the night or preceding

, ure then thrown before them in a heap, and
the time is pussed in reading, or giving orders re-

ng them, and in conversation, till ten or
eleven o'clock, when they withdraw to their morn-
i:Frepﬂt. At two o' clock they again show them-
ves abroad, and remain together till dark, when
they separnte for the might to their respective
places of abode. My visits were nlways during
the public durbars; nor had I, on any occasion,
an opportunity of conversing privately with an
one of the principal chiefs. On retiring to their
residences, the younger princes held separate
Jevees of their own, where every thing formed a
contrast to the stately ceremonial of the elder
" Ameers.  There all restraint was thrown aside ;
and- e visited the stables, saw boar-baiting, fen-
cing, ball practice, wrestling, and many other
amusement,

During the lifetime of Meer Futteh Ali Khan,
and while the convulsions by which the family
gained the supreme power were recent, extraordi-
nary precautions were taken to prevent treachery
or combinations ngainst themselves. The four
brothers used to eat together, and sleep in ong
chamber, which was lighted only at the door-waY,
while numbers of saddled horses and attendanis
were kept ready for any emergency. The con-
tinued tranquillity of Sinde for zn last th
years has at length lulled its rulers into
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dence; but their vigilance s still such as in a
great measure to bid defiance to conspiracy. They
o not now, as formerly, dine and repose in the
same room ; but they all pass the night in halls
outside of their apartments, with their arms by
their sides, and watched by t retuiners,
Their distrust of euch other is one of the most
singular foutures in their character. 1 have al-
ready mentioned, that Meer Mournd Ali's illness

that Meer Sobdar found means to escape 1o
Islnmkote, and there raise his rebollion. Power,
under such a system of suspicion and alarm, is
genrcely to be envied; aml 1 gave Meer Mourad
Ali Khan eredit for the justice of a sentiment he
once feelingly expressed to me, and which he had
copied, no doubt, from some Persian author,—
that there is a heavy load, like load, on the bead
of princes, the misery of which none but
Eﬁnm can appreciate: a fair confession, that
i was uny thing but a bed of roses.

In their manners at the dorbar, the Ameers
were courteous, but, for the most part, haughty
and reserved ; mothing approaching to familiarity
appeared to exist botween them and their most
favourcd servants, When a chair was hi
in for me, two :;‘mmhl;:; were at the ng:‘ﬂ_}
troduced, one of w was oceupied L
cipal chiefs, and the other by the Mpﬁ
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All the conrtiers and attendants st at a respect-
ﬁlﬂ:hhnmmthnﬂuar,urﬂnodunmdﬂ and 1
never, on any oceasion, except onee or twice,
when Meor Ismael Shah und some favourite prar-
andns, or descendants of suints, wore allowed the
honour, observed even their highest officers per-
mitted to sit on the same elevation with them-

selves. The Ameers ¥ cume nto their
leves mgutimn:, ol 1: at the same moment.
yderabad, all the durbars

mhe]m{n My Mnur.ui Ali's apartments, on
aceount of his illness ; but it i= custemary for
them to meat n]tcm.nmly at cach others' residences,
I bave already, in deseribing my first inter-
view, alluded to their dresses, and the general
style of their court. With the exception of the
. Cashmere shawls, and the loongies or sushes of
silk and gold, which I formerly mentioned, and
mﬁ#m the eloths worn were
munufieture.  As the eold

and they wero obliged to lay

n.ndn ﬂln:mtdn tumics, their used to
appear in robes or cloaks, made tll:l.lnt valu-
able deseription of Cashmere shawls, ¥y
ambroidered with gold lace, and the

bluck fur of Candahar, I}nuthumthmr
apparel consisted of Europeun dumask silk, or
satin lined with some warmer material, and quilt-
ed with cotton, so us to be nearly impenetrable to
a sword or a dagger. One of the best-dressed men
at their court, their nnele, Meer Mahmood Khan,
a particularly handsome old man, wore a surcoat
uf flowered pink satin. Meers Kurm Ali Khan
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and Nuseer Khan were differently attired almost
every morning, and 1 have often recognized a
favounrite servant elothed in the habiliments th:lq'
had worn a few days previously.

But of all the things which are ealenlated to en-
gage the attention of a stranger on visiting the
court of Sinde, none will excite his surprise more,
or is really more worthy of observation, tlmnﬂm
brilliant collection of jewels and armour in
session of the Ameers. A great part of
immense treasure consists in rubies, diamonds,
pearls, and emeralds, with which their dﬁ X
swords, and matehlocks are adorned, and many of
which they wear a8 rings anid elasps on Hﬂuut
parts of their dresses. They have still
possession the emerald alluded to b Cdn
Pottinger, larger than a pigeon’s ege ; thut
is trifling compared to the one mentioned in the de-
scription of the famous peacock throne of Delhi,
which was cut in the shape of a parroguet, as lurge
as life. The full of the Cabol monarchy has redueed
to imln.gmn:u and ruin most of the princes anid
nobility of that kingdom, and has forced them to
Llrt with ornaments of great value, g’d"l‘hﬂh

ve been bought up, at low prices, by persons
sent by the Ameers to take advantage of their
necessities,  Merchants, with precious stores, are
encouraged to visit Sinde from all parts of Asia,
in consequence of the ready market they meet
with at the eapital for their valoables ; and one
or two Persian goldsmiths are wﬁl at a#l.
where they work in cnamel,

pedients to display the jewellery of

-‘
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to advantage, The art of inlaying letters of wold
on steel has also been brought to the greatest per-
fection by these nrtisans,
The eers have agents in Persia, Turkey,
and Palestine, for the purchase of swords und
n-barrels, and they possess a more valuable col-
ion of these articles than s probably to be
met with in any othier part of the world. I have
had in my hund a plain unornamented blade which
had cost them half a lac of rupees. They esti-
mate swords by their age and the fineness of the
steel, as shown by the johar and awh, or temper
and watering. One, which Meer Kurm Ali Khan
presented to me, bears the Mahommedan date 1122,
(A-D.1708,) and wasvalued in Sinde at two thou-
sand rupees. ‘Thearmoury of their Highnesses is
w with swords which hi:uhmvm by nld.
e prince renvwnid Asiatic 3 an
Imﬁﬁ&h«uﬂmn{ in &cﬁnmuf
w.ggym had been wi by Shah Abbas
the Great, Nadir Shah, Almed Shah Douranee,
the present king of Persia, Futteh Ali Shah, and
many other equully illustrions personages. The
blades wre embellished with inseriptions in gold,
which, in the case of those belonging to members
of the family who are Sheahs, usually consist of
short prayers to Huzrat Ali for aid and protee-
tion, and in that of the others, of verses from the
Koran, of appropriate quotations from Persian an-
thors. On all belonging to Kurm Ali, I ohserved
the words Bundah Ali Mahommed, * the slave
of the descendunts of Mahommed Kurm A"
and on that he gave me, besides a couplet from
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thie Shah Nameh, there was one of his own com-
pusition, together with a stanza from the pen of
Waullee Mahommed Khan, Meer Nusseer Khan
presented me with one on which were inscribed
six lines written by himsell for the occasion, and
where my own name is introduced.

The swords do not heavier than our
common English sabres, but they are differently
balanced, and I have seen one of the young
princes with a single stroke cut n large in
two pieces; a feat which somewhat reminded me
of that told of the famous Saladdin in Sir Walter
Scott’s “ Tales of the Crusaders.” There is a
certnin mode of striking with them, which re-

uires grent practice amd dexterity, as one of

feer Ismail Shal’s sons hroke a very valuable
blade in a similar experiment a short time before
I went to Hyderabad. Our English cutlery,
which is so generally esteemed throughout Eu-
rope, has little valug in the estimation of the
Ameers, They had never heard of 2 sword from
Great Britain of any price; and 1 raised their
curiosity to the utmost by informing them that
his Majesty had lately presented one of his great
lords (the Duke of Northumberland,) on his re-
turn from a complimentary embassy, with one
worth a lic of rupees.

They seemed to be fully sensible, however, of
the superiority of our gun-locks, a number of
which they entreated me to beg mm
to prooure for them, I saw expensive
and highly finished fire-arms whinhhudﬁ:-
sented to them from time to time, by our .
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ities in India, thrown aside as useless, without
ir locks, which had been removed to be put
ir own fowling-pieces. For the shape and
of the lntter 1 must again refer to the
Bdmmm Colonel Pottinger's Travels in
Those belonging to the Amecrs
resemble the two there delineated, with the addi-
tion of being highly ornamented. The barrels,
which are all rifled, are chiefly brought from
Constantinople ; they are about doable the length
of ours, and of & very small ealibre. The Sin-
dians never use small shot, and they place no
vilue on pistols or detonating locks.  When they
observed that their jewels and armour excited my
admiration, some of them made a point of ap-
differently decorated every day, and al-

‘handed me their swords for examination.
The histories attached to their swords, many of

d passed through ions of kings, to-
gether with local subjects, formed the chief port of
_ though it often took a more in-
lu'utxmtnm. [t would i
follow the Ameers in all their ideas and opinions,

deavour, as far as my serves me, to re-
mu?ijli:;;wl‘ particulars.  They were evidently
un at first to =a thing reganding India;
but when they ﬁ:undih.:{I had no ulbjefti.ull to
gratify their curiosity they became extremely in-
quisitive. The revenues of our empire

especially to claim their attention; and many
were the attempts made to ascertain from me the
exact amount paid by the Faraders, or Farmers
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of Hindostan, as they designated the Honournblo
Company, to the king of Great Britain, for their
lease of the country. My explanation on this sub-
Ject proved far from eatisfactary. When T stated
my belief that there was little or no surplus reve-
nue either to the king or company, and that the ex-

penditure of some of the governmeits
than the receipts, Hm]tumﬂam rﬁm

with astonishment, * How is that

power extends over five mghty " I
replied, that it was true, the lmm im-
mense, but that our was

that of the Hdu'm-.

lived only for themsslves and their own
tion ; that we were making Inws for futm-gu.

and althongh we ]mmn.nl.ljr did not profit, still
anr children and the posterity of the ryots would
know the advantage of our policy.  Inthe justice
of this they seemed ready to acquiesce, for they
remarked that it was by our intellectnal superior-
ity alone we held India

On the subject of Bhurtpore they nsked several
qumlms. and amongst others, the cause of our
having taken it I amswered that ﬂm  had
brought his misfortunes entirely on by an
imsolent und overbearing net, which it was
impossible for a great government to submit to
from any state; amd that the proud fortress once
called Bhurtpore, was now levelled with the dust,
To this observation, which might have nmgﬂé
rl?!;nmn uneasy anticipations in tbmruw:ﬂ prnd

rejoined, that every kingdom we

quered was divided in itself, and that no instance
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had yet oceurred of our having had to contend
with one where prince and subjects were united
in a common canse. The Ameers, no doubt, in-
dulged the illnsion, that their's was the happy
pm.ity which would, with one accord, resist
a invader ; but I referred them to the his-
tory of all the conquests of Hindoostan, whether
the courtiers had not invariably deserted their
sovereign when he was likely to be unfortunate.®
To the Burmese war they once alluded, and
remarked that many of our troops had perished
in that struggle ; to which I replied, that it had
been by the elimite, and added, what they either
did not know, or were unwilling to allow, that
the peace had been brought about by the cession
of large tracts of country, and & considerable pay-
ment in money. ;
-But no. was 80 interesting to the Ameers

as that of Cutch ; to which they repeatedly re-
oy and respecting which made the most
minute injquiries. all e of it as n pro-
vinew which wonld make the best hunting-forest
in the world, and requested me frequently to de-
seribe the mode of sport, and particularly hog-
hunting, followed by English gentlemen in that
. Their pdmiration wasat its height when

I informed them, that in o single district above

* o Fut what contributed most to welgh down the seale of
ernguest wus (he of the Patens, sffeminated by
lumary, and demli to all principles of wirtue snd bonour, which
their corrapt feetions and eivl dscond had wholly effaced ; it
being bow no shame to fiy, oo infamy to betmy, o beeadh
of honour to murder, and no scandal to change parties.” —Fes-

IRHTA.

¥
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wixty wild hogs had been killed by a small party
of officers, of which I was one, in the course of &
month,  One day they observed, that, as the go-
vernment probably required at other stations the
troops composing the Bhooj brigade, ﬂ":i would
gurrisun Cutch forus with five or six thousand
Heloches, as a token of friendship: n proposal
which, I believe, wonld have been communicated
in a letter through me, had I not evinced marked
indifference concerning it. p

They often descanted on the dissdvantages we
had su by taking such a wretched country
into our hands, which cost us more than it pro-
duced ; and they told me once, that if govern-
ment would transfer the sovereignty of it to them,
they would provide the security of the richest
merchants for the regular payment of o tribute
equal to the present subsidy. [ had the curiosity to
enquire how they would profit by such an arrange-
ment, even if it were practicable, and found it to
be their opinion that the revenues were embezzled
by the ministers of the Rao. On my assuring
them that there was really very little wealth in
Cutch, Meer Mourad Ali Khan intimated, that he
could find means to extraet some. As they ap-
peared so interested, I entered into an ati
ation with them to show the respect we for
treaties, which, whether injurious or not, we
were bound by honour to maintain; and sur-
prised them, perhaps, by adding, that we wounld
waste our blood and tt:{:uuru E.i readily in the
defence of Cuteh, as of the richest and miost pro-
ductive of our dominions.
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Regarding the war between Russia and Persia,
amd even t]ugi eapture of Tabreez, intelligence of
which arrived when I was at Hydernbad, they
' no concern. The Sikh, as they termed
Runjeet Sing, th erally spoke of disrespect-
ﬁlﬁ;{ and nfﬂe ngnﬁud to me, in an indignant
manner, that he would not allow one of the faith-
ful to approach within several feet of him. With
respect to the affuirs of the Punjab, Meer Moorad
Ali Khan asked me whether our government did
not supply money to Seyud Ahmed Shah, who is
now carrying on the Mahommedan crusade against
the Sikhs: [ expressed my wonder that any per-
son could form such un idea, sinee it ;:.5 t]l:m?r'ml:u
that the Seyud was fighting solely e fuith §
but my mS#j' did Eﬁt mﬁm e hﬂmmv

~as they remarked, that 1 the ¥ go-
_ M , whose servant 1 was, knew nothing
%hw probably very well under-

Of mtyud the royal faimily, and many
other circumstances connected with England, they
spoke with a knowlédge which surprised me,
and onee observed, that Eunglish sailors and Be-
loche soldiers were the best in the world.  They
knew the charncter and fall of the Emperor Na-
poleon, but were ignorant of his death. OF vao-
cine ineculation they had heard by report; and
when I explained its advantages, they declured
their intention of establishing it in Sinde, and
requested me to assist them with the means of
doing s0. Among other subjects 1 told them of
the grand discovery of steam-engines; but in this,
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and respecting the revenues of Great Britain,
they evidently considered 1 was making use of o
travellers privilege. They were obviously much
gratified to find 1 had a knowledge of the history
of their family, of which they are exceedingly
proud ; and on my being shown the sword of their

aneestor, Meer Bejor whose murder oecs-
gioned the overthrow of the Calorn ty, they
were equally astonished and hhwm

mention the circumstunee of his i to
Meeeca, and the treachery which his

One thing alone raised a frown on the coun-
tenanees of the Ameers, In ﬂa
with their minister, on the state of b
occasion to refer in his presence to o large map
of Hindoostan, und he mentioned the cireamstance
to their Highnesses, who begied to see 2o great
a eruri|:|ﬂ-:.i1:y.gh‘ltll accordingly took it to the durbar,
and explamed its nature to them.  Nothing could
exoend their wonder, when 1 traced from stage to
stage, with my finger, the various routes through
Sinde, together with thoese to Jessulmere and
Lahore ; and stated that I could travel through-
aut the whole of their dominions, by the assistance
of the map, without asking the way to a single
village. 1t was probably injudicious, but I could
not at the time resist the impulse, of covering the
whale of their paltry territory with my hand, and
pointing out to them the boundaries :;m—_t
and glorious empire in India. They
fect indifference at first, and pretended that %
knew as much of our provinces as we did
theirs; but they were extremely grave during
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the remainder of the interview, and T understood
afterwards, from some persons who remained be
hind me ot the levee, that they aguin reverted to
the subject of the map, without concealing their
chagrin and vexation that the Feringees knew
every thing.

In the preceding paragraphs I have endeavour-

ed to give some idea of the manners and habits of
the Ameers of Sinde, while they are resident at
their copital.  Onee or twice a month, when they
are all in good health, they pay visits to their
different shikaragahs, or preserves for gume; and
ns they are attended, on these occasions, by large
retinues, and never previously sunounce in which
direction they mean to tmn{ they thus combine,
with a passion for the chace, a species of policy
“which enables them to keep their several districts
inawe. They take the feld with hawks, dogs,
& their mode of killing game would have
never ¢ themselves to the sun, but remain
comfortably seated in a house till the dear or hog
is forced to come before them to u small tank of
well to drink, when they shoot him deliberately,
and receive the seclamutions of their followers.

The shikargahs are large tracts of jungle #o
carefully inclosed as to prevent the of all
quadripeds ; and when their Highnesses
to them, all the wells, except the one in fromt of
their tents or bungalows, are closed up, and the
game is hunted till dire necessity obliges it to
seck for water, at the risk of life, in the manner
above alluded to. Sometimes they station them-
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selves in temporary boildings, or elevated plat-
forms, between two shikargahs nearly adjoining,
in one of which several hundred matehlockmen
are posted to expel the frightened animal, which,
in endeavouring to escape throngh a passige mada
for the purpose into the neighbouring preserve,
is intercepted and killed by the Ameers.

Game restrictions of extraordinary severity
are cstablished to guand the aristoeratic privi-
leges of the princes, the common people, exeept
in the capacity of beaters for their masters, never

being permitted to ﬁ the | »ﬁ!;:nr
to _ in their vicinity, und ot
e e e s

Sinde, and which would almost exceed belief, did
we not know, on undonbted authority, that the
late Meer Futteh Ali Khan on one occasion de-
populated, at a loss to his reveute of between two
and three lnes of rupees annually, one of the most
fertile spots in the neighbourhood of Hyderabad,
because it was frequented by a species of hog
deer, the kota pacha, (axis Porcinus) which he
had most pleasure in hunting; and that, more
recently, Meer Mourad Ali Khan unreleatingly
banished the inhabitants of an ancieat village,
and razed it to the ground, because the crowing
of the cocks, and the grazing of the c:rm.’:u, d_ur-
turbed the game in his brother's domain, which
was contiguons,

The Ameers never hunt on hm but
sometimes, though rarely, go out ooty
on camels ; none, except lhmulm.mw
ted to fire at any game ; and there is scarcely a
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sner excarsion which does not cost them the

E e ﬁwu or three of their subjects, either from
ee aiming on their own part, or the fury of
boars, &e. driven desperate.® Most of the gran-
dees in Sinde, when they in public, nre at-
tended by their bazbans or niers, with hawks,
some of which are of great value, 1 saw a hird
which had cast Meer Kurm Ali Khan two thou-
sand rupees ; and his Highness presented me with
one of 1 seareely inferior price. The best are, 1
understand, hrought from Turkistan, and the
northern parts of Cabul. [ was very forcibly
struck with the exquisitely embroidered hawking
gloves of the Ameers, which are made of the skin
of one of their favorite gume animals, the Sam-
bur (cervus Aristotelis) ernamented with gold

{ Fusr the fallowing deseription of the Ssmbir, and Kota Packa
the sulhor is mdebited bo H_L._mmmu.-jllﬂ&

el

o Tl B in (e largest of the desrtebe b Asia, s fnll growo
atag Fromuesd by ut taining e belght of vixtoen hands at tho stroulder.
Tha colour, with the esception of & white sader-lip; aml a pale
yulluw dise roini the eye, bs tan below, il of ' aniform doll
hermwn above, varying (o dato eolor i st spoeimens, aod even
almist verging upon binck.  The kair is coars, msemblag rplit
whaisbone o its extare, snd enermeing in Tonsth about the nock
amd shoulles s oon o form & dum'mwﬂ“l“‘
bweing fully ereeted when (he snimal b excited, st which periods
bath the ssborbital evities, snil the nostrils, ane dilaied G0 thalr
bt extent.  These pevulinrities, sdded (o an incessant Hamp=
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In Sinde, as in all oriental countries, the cour-
tiers exist only in the presence and favour of the

ing of the fore foot, sl rlrclﬂirﬂlidlﬂg;f e toath, the lntber
aceompanied by & eopiom flow of mtina,

viogn wxpect, the apimal belng withal cxcondingly masenlar sl
formidabile, The eye @ sinall, Lot semarkably brilliant wnd
mechant. ‘Thi autlees, whicl wre uniformly oast in the mogth af
April, (the time ut which the ritting ssson commenees ) and re-
produced duritg te rales, cogment progresively in solome with
the nge of the anmal, witil they stmin an snormous sre. .

reaembling wired musle, ur the soond producm] Ty
with great slolonee.  The animal, when alarmed, alio suls s
saund which 7o the junglés might afien be mistiken for the rem-
Bling of distant thumder. At these timees, te whole uf (he bair
an the bosdy bristles on end, and (here b a cold shiveriog of e
whola frame, which appran to eroute this rumbling intematly.
This phenenenon has never beon notived Ly weitirs on the nafe-
vl histary of the Sambur, 1} lo gregariooes is amall uum
wingle pulrinrelnd stag belng wsinlly Tord of ahout & sore of
Timid, vigitst, and setive § endowed ales with the wes of sight,
binrng, wnd sl din thee Bigheet diree of perfetion, the Sem-
Larr in enoeedingly difeult of access.  Hurcly descending
his chosen hamts, i the heart of thoe st dense sndl woire-
spuentid dresty, bie locks duwn with oonfempt wpon hidh parcrs
fmnthmtypmuunhmiﬂmlhmd'ﬂhlu
Ban triversod with the grootess Geeility, 2.5, Sporting Josrani
by W, O, Hannm,

“Tha heown Porelise axis, the Kota pacha or Parals of the
Slndliane, atfains the height of two fevt at the sloulder, sod

i :

i

-

rondvur gxcovdmgly rotust, snd destitute of graee,  Thit
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prince, and depend entirely on the Ameers for
their rank and sitnation in society. Of them it
3¢ unnecesary to say much. They do not carry
with them to their own houses that neatness of
“dress nnd respectability of deportment, which are
from them at the durbar; and as they
_are generally extremely poor, (the whole wealth
of the mumLI:;iug chiefly in the hands of the
rulers,) the no means of making di!!ﬂn{
The favourites of the Ameers b distinguish-
ed by gold-mounted swords, which are the highest
honorary distinctions conferred by the Hyderabad
durbar, It is contrary to the nsage of the court
to wear side-nrms ornamented with any of the
ious metals, not presentod by their High-
- messes; and as they are rather sparing in their
favours, the honor is much appreciated. For
high services, the Ameers sometimes, th::gz
4 , give one of their valuable blades adorned

Tt would be in vain to expect independence of
feeling where all are really so dependent. The
Sinde Courtiers ean only retain their places by

white. ‘The bedd fs estremsly ahort,  The mursle shraptly
and whitisi—a dise of Lhe ssme colonr enefriling the
eve.  Tha horne, which see lfireaie, and occar in the mate warly
e Taars slender than thise of the eoisas axle —the brow aail
bis mntlor Ueing simply short processesy or mther snagy.  The
cry of tha {# o rurinibed hark, Tollowed by s wiine meem-
biitg that of the dig.  Thess animsls are wually foond mong
hesvy and tangled grass jungles slong the tanke of fven, whirs
thiry comprogate in small troops. Being of an l'l'_l:m‘]' i
bl st prrgmeassinites turn, Uhey gre Jept by the Ban of Cu Ihrﬂ':
lier sruhilitions, and are fhen pitted ke rame, thelr horns and
havitg first bren besmearnd with the red powdir called Smdoar

|
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implieit obedience, and the most fawning adnls-
tion to their superiors.  Their propensity to flat-
ter strangers, and even each other, Is ludicrons to
an European. Scarcely two persons of the hi

rank ever met together in my presence without
bespattering each other with the most fulsome
eompliments, and both g:}::ghh cxalting me to
the skies, by the most ed and hyperbolie
praises.  Their ceremonious formality is
distressing. The same inquiries after my

ness, health, &e. were seldom repeated less.

four or five times in the course of a visit. The
moment I rose from my chair, every man of the

company did the same, and continued d-u'nﬁ
till wﬁ sat down, when, after an exchan
salututions between all present, they followed my
example. In this respect, they are, 1 -
mere copyists of the court of Cabul and Persin
From what I have said of the character of
Meer Mourad Ali Khan, it will be obvions, that
he is not a prince much guided by the counsels
of others; nor is it easy, with a man of his eold
and unsocial disposition, to ascertnin on whom he
really bestows his favour. None kuow the work-
ings of his gloomy soul, and scarcely any ean elaim
ashnre in his confidenee 3 but there are, neverthe-
loss, two individuals, who, from various causes, are
of great importance at the court of Sinde, and who
demand particular mention in this narrative. I
allude to Wullee Mahommed Khan, and Seyud
Tsmail Shah, the chief ministers of the Ameers,
of whose characters T shall attempt to giv & brief
outline. They both receive high from
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government, and have palanquing and bearers
maintained for them ; an honour which they share
unrivalled by any other snbject in the country.
The Nuwab, Wullee Mahommed Khan Lag-
haree, is by the Ameers themselves termed the
vizier of Sinde, and, next to the principal mem-
bers of the Talpoor fumily, must be considered
the most important personage under their govern-
ment. Being himeelf the head of a powerful
Beloche tribe, which contributed in the feld to
the elevation of the present rulers, he has ever
since been their faithful and able servant, and
seems to enjoy not only the entire confidence of
his masters, but, what is rare indeed in a despotic
' ent, the esteem and respect of the people.
'E’_ii_ the adviser of the Ameers in the manage-
‘ment of the internal affairs of the state ; and, by
his adroitness and mild demeanour, has it often in
s power, and seldomloses an opportunity, toavert
or m the effects of those shocks of tyranny
and oppresion which emanate from their durbar.
A sineere for the interest of his masters
hns taught this old and respectable individual
the neeessity of maintaining a friendly intercourse
with the British government ; and it is to his ad-
vice I owe not only my visit to Sinde, but the
wish of the Ameers to detain me. Wullee Ma-
hommed Khan must have attained the age of
seventy ; and it is to be feared, therefore, that
death may soon deprive the Ameers of their best
servant, and the people of Sinde of their kindest
protector.  His son, Ahmed Khan, a dissipated
young man, about thirty years of age, possesses




COURT OF SINDE. 101

none of the virtues of his parent. The Nuwab
is a poet of no mean excellence; and although
his verses are filled with adulation, it would be
unfair to detract from his merits on this acvount,
ot to condemn him for following the example of
almost every Persian writer. Ifu hag eom
nlso several large folios on the subject of medicine,
gleaned chiefly from the dreams and theories of
the ancients, but which, being supposed original,
have guined for him the character of n in
Sinde. A his works, I must not :‘R to
mention & small book on the cure of diseases,
written in the name of Meer Mourad Ali
the merit of which is claimed by that prince.
Muoer Ismail Shah is the adviser of the govern-
ment in his foreign, as Nuwab Wallee Mahom-
med Khan is in its domestie policy. He is second
only to the latter in the estimation of the Ameers,
who, in addition to their religions reverence for
him ns a descendant of the Prophet, entertain an
exaggerated idea of his judgment and experience.
He is the son of a Perstan who emigrated about
fifty years ago into Sinde, where he was
to the last Caloras as 4 state-physician, and after-
wards siding with the Talpoors, received em-
yment in their service. Ismail Shah is well
own as the ambassador to Bombay in 1820,
when it was expected war would be declured be.
tween the governments. The hospitality he then.
experienced, and the munificence of Mr. Elphin-
stone, formed the chief topics of his conversatio
yithmn;butitilnmnﬁumlhﬂluk :
in the extreme, and not at all favourably.
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to the British interest. Meer Ismail Shah is a
man of respectable appearance and good adidress,
about fifty years of age, hias the silly vanity to
wretend i co of the common lunguage of

i u,.anﬁu:mr gpeaks, or allows himself to be
addressed in any other language than Persinn.
He has been oceasionally employed at the court
af Cabul, where he informed me he was envoy
at the period of Mr. Elphinstone's mission ; and
he is no doubt thoroughly ekilled in the system of
intrigue and chicanery, so requisite in an Asiatie
cabinet. He has several sons holding important
situntions under the government, one of whom
was lately at Bombay ns vakeel, and another is
the representative of the Ameersz at Shikarpoor.
He himself reccives a moothly salary of eleven
hondred rupees as ﬁﬁdﬂ, which is the best
paid appointment at Hyderabad, but his prescrip-
ﬁimmﬂnm to by the Ameers,

A spirit of rivalry may ﬂh:rﬂ;{ b supposed
to exist between the two grout officers of Sinde
durbar; and this is not confived merely to at-
tempts to supplant each other in the favour of
their masters, but extends to particulars which
would excite n smile among Furopean politivinns.
They are envious of ench other's fame as men
scienee, and especinlly as physicians, Doth are
authors, and exceedingly vain of their own pro-
ductions ; and without deciding here on their re-
spective merits, on which I always evaded giving
an opinion to themselves, T may observe that the
Ameers have shown a correct diserimination of
tharacter, in awarding to Ismail Shah the emoluo-
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ment, and o the Nuwab the reputation. 1n their
moral qualities they ean bear no comparison.
The Ameers repose implicit confidence in Wallee
Mahommed Khan, but doubt, with justice, the
integrity of his rival. Iu the letter of adyice
Meer Mourad Ali Khan had prepared for his
children which T have alluded to, he them
to follaw implicitly the counsel of Wullee Ma-
homed, but enntioned them to he aware of Meer
litln.uai Shah. Tha Eu.r:ldnri: upright and eharit-
able, the latter proud snd penurions ; the one es.
teemed, the other: feared; the Seyud owin his
elevation and importance chiefly fo birth %
pular prejudice, and the Khan to a long life o

fidelity and virtoe, which, it i# rome it to
Sinde to say, have met their reward. .

Next in importance to these officers are a fow
courtiers who exert a personal influemee, from
being constantly in private attendance on the
Ameers, or as leaders of Beloche tribes. The lirst
of this class worthy of notice is Mirza Khoosh-
roo Beg, a Georgian slave, who was
about eighteen years ago by Meer Kurm Ali
T han, and whom his master now troats as an
o child, He is not a favourite of Meer Mourad
Ali Khan, and possesses little political consgquence,
though he was envoy at Dombay in 18 He
is @ man of quiet retiring character, and is known
in Sinde as the author of Persian verses, the merit
of which he is willing to yield to Meer Kurm Al
Khan, who has consi vanity o5 a poet, I
requiested his Highness one du to fayour me with
= couplet of his own composition fo engrare on &
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sword, and I observed that he immediately called
Mirza Khooshroo to him, and after some whisp-
ering, produced the following verse as his own.

& T pm sharper than whalom from the mouth of FPlato ;
T am more Pbud-—:p’ll]‘lg than the aye-brow of & beantiful

Mirza Bakur is also a young Georgian on whom
Meer Mourad Ali Khan seems to hestow favour.
Bahadoor Khan Cokur, and Kheir Mahomed
Tora, are two noblemen supposed to be high in
the estimation of that Prince; and his (oL
pointed out the former to me as one of the bravest
and most distinguished of his followers. They
are both chiefs of powerful Beloche tribes, always
resident at court, where they enjoy situations of
responsibility and emolument, ﬂn Kheir Mahom-
‘od Tora is mobktarkar, or manager, of Meer

ud Al Khan's private affairs,

Ghoolim Ulla Khan the brather of
the is the district of Park-
bur® over which the Ameers claim sway, and has

* This district i thus deseribed by Coprain Jnmes Helland,
wha acoompanied the fold foren which iovaded it in 1533
** The petty berritory of Parkhor js sicuntod in the soath.osst
l'd‘.rr-h;"iflh Thurr, or snidy disert, anil s nenrdy inalsted
& parthon of the Rann or sait manh of Cutebe 1L containe &
wurfece of about OO square miles, lewsl sl sandy, with the

of comme red granite and porphoyry 2
Jl:m ;ﬂﬂuﬂh:-mhrﬂﬂ.hﬂmﬂm

i axtent § A are provipiioos, exeesdingly diffi-
mﬁ'mﬂhlmlhﬂﬂﬂ‘lm“h i l!m-
bush, and enclose o ragged, well-woudml valley in
waier.

The sorercigniy of this tret his, for mapy years past, bosa

3
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also charge of the important fortress of Omerkote
i the desert, where it is reported the members
of the Sinde government have treasure to the
amonunt of several crores of rupees. After ob-
taining his pre-eminence, Meer Futteh Al Khan
took the immediate precaution of seizing the im-
mense riches of the Caloras; and as additions have
heen making to the heap ever since, the wealth in
possession of mmmhmm?m
plun of hoarding up money, which, as v al-
ready stated, they consider their chief security, has
hitherto been suocessful ; but it is most probabi

einimed by Sinile, and & emall boids of Sindian troops coraslar
risited 11, to take the tribute, pryer e o8 i
‘The hereditary ehiofs of Parkbur, as of 1be dosert geaerally, sm
nhfpnmu: tha Sedba trilie, (8 brunch of (he Parmie, ) princk
pully distingaishal in modern Indinn history Iy & practies of
selling their daughiors, whase lewuty i prﬂnr_hl.lh n ensiom
strangely contrastid with that of female infanticide rommon o
must other Majpost tribes, nul te their pone neighboun the
Jhnrojade in paribeolar.  These Sodha chiefs derive their revonus
from the produse of their focks and herds, froen Ul sale of thair
danghrrs, and from thoe prrticipation in the spails of the
E::z-. Mioapas, and ather plisilerers of tie desert, and oms of
the principal ehiofs of Parklnr, (ko Thakeor, or dleret, seeoni=
g to Tod, of Vermwow, from (e af an {dal of the Juio
callod Goreeha, of peculiar ty, which lie cecssoankly exhi-
bita 1o the doesut gura of the Eaithiul of that b {the
richest trile ln Wostern Indin, inclading most of the Banisas, )
for a consideration.  "This kol was forefbly taken from s temple
izt the dhesert by oon of the earlier Burons.
melha:.mtwiuihrihwtuthfmlm of Cutch,
Guzarat, and Jondpooe, and It dilleslty of dccen during o eug-
W«mm,u bk himig baram & vesart frar all the
mm-whmﬂ-u-mﬁ, n
mm af the fmmn :mmtl;d&:.-rm by
Alsaiis of the East, ihe Beanlay Gorernment tetiod
n fores to ehastise themn in 1633, sinew which period they bave
hewm splet and ordesly.” by
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that it will end like many schemes of the kind re-
Inted in history, and be at leogth turned by some
fortunate ndventurer against themselves or their
family : * an event,” us Hume says, * which
naturally attends the policy of amassing irea-
sures.”
Moonshee Khoosheeram is a Hindoo, who re-
eives one hundred rupees per month as chief
. He has no influence ; and Meer Mou-
rad Ali’ Khan hos been kmown oceastonally to
stimulute bim to his duty, by the gracious epithet
of Qoormsak, or scoundrel, in open durbar; but
all public letters are written by him, and to him

i 1o be partly attributed the ungracious style of

me of these communicntions; for 1 observed,
that notes sent to me by order of the Ameers,
' whmhamihwnt.mmdimmmnu-
Iy worded than those dictated by himself. How-
e their Highnesses may be of civility
i written communications to others, they
are -uzlp:ﬁmhrh exacting it for themselves:
and, while on this subject, it may be worth men-
tioning, ns o truit of their characters, that 1 was
in the durbar when the lettors from the Honour-
able Mr. Elphinstone and Sir John Malcolm, an-
nonncing the change of government at Bombay,
were presented to them by the native agent-
Every word in the titles and compliments was
carefully weighed and serutinized ; and 1 was
much amused to observe Meer Mourad Ali Khan
point out to his brother some expression which
he nmagined was less respectful in the one signed
by Sir John, than in the other.

-
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The dominions of the Ameers of Sinde extend
from the distriet of Shikarpoor, on the frontier of
Cabul, and the island of Bulkur, in the Indus,
along the level plain, watered by that river, to the
sea, o space of nearly three hundred British miles.
“I'heir general boundaries are, the British princi-
pu.l.ll.g’ of Cuteh, and the Indian Ocean, to the
south ; the kingdom of Jessulmere, and the Re-
gistun, ar sandy desert, to the enst; the moun-
tuins of Belochistan on the west; and the pro-
Tnces nffw‘riﬂﬂ and Bahawulpoor to the north.
The chief cities are, the modern town of Hydera-
bad, the present residence of the court, which
stands on the eastern bank of the Indus, nearly
one hundred miles from the sea, and was only
erected aver the site of the ancient city of Naruin-
Kote, about the middle of lust century ; “Fatta,
the former Moghul eapital, situated at the head .
of the Delta, forty miles inland, and supposed to
be the celebrated Pattala of the Greeks; Khyr-
poor, the principal town of Meer Sohrah's family,
which is two degrees to the northward of H
rabud : and Meerpoor, the residence of Meer
I'hara’s branch of the Talpoors, which lies about
twenty-five miles enstward of Tatta. 'To these
may be added Larkhanu, on a branch of the
niver, forty-five miles wostward of Khyrpoor,
and Sehwan, about half way between that city
and Hyderabad; Shikarpoor, which is lhﬂ
miles to the northwestwand of Khyrpoor, and
Curnchee, on the sea const, the anly port of note
in Sinde. From time im al, Sinde has
been divided into two grand provinces, Lar and
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Sirra, the former of which extenis from the ocean
to about Sehwan, and the latter from thence to
the northern frontier, In bygone ages, the capi-
.of Sirra, and even of the whole country, was
‘Alere, while that of Lar was Brahminabad ; but
neither of these citics now exists. From personal
observation, [ can state that the Delta of the In-
dus resembles, not only in its general features,
that of the Nile, but also the low country through
which the waters of the Rhine are conveyed to
the sen ; and that the water of the Indus in Jan-
uary appeared to me to correspond, in taste and
pearunce, exactly with that which I have drank
at Grand Cairo in March*®
The soil watered by the Indus is in some plices
ﬂﬁhﬁ in others a fine loam or a rich clay,
‘and when nature and industry are not bridled by
+ despotism, its fertility, in those districts
probably unparalleled on the
of the eountry yielding rice,

* The wntors of (he Indus (o st mjoy the repoiation which
tho inhalitanis of Egypt atirfude in thes of the Nile, nordo
they prusess that Ughtoess, and (hose delicious qualition, which,
in the figarative langoage of the Egrptisn Masm|mans, * would
Tusi foudnesd Dheir prophet, Tad b wrer tasied them, to suppli-
cute hewven for & terrestcial immortality, thut be oight enjay
thom far ever.” ** Hut though an objeet of wonhip with the
Hindoos, the Indus eahilits & foul snid mudidy appesmnee ;. wml
wron when fltered, the witer cannol, by this mechanieal process,
b espeivied of wll ity impurities, bel ssumes 3 milky nr opales-
eent tings."—MS8. Teport of the Fnidus, by J. F. Eiig-
of the Melical Sfl, Soccrvtary to the Goographical Soeiety of
Bombay, 1536,
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about the end of April, and attains its maximum
height, which, below the latitude of Hyderabad,
is about twelve feet above the ordinary chauned,
during July and August, after which it continues
gradually to ﬂthli-d&i until in September it is al-
together lost, Tt is less enpricious in its w
but more limited in volume, than that of the Nile ;
amil its character rather resembles the moderate
rise of the Tigris, than the mighty overflow of
the Ganges, which is produced by two combined

causes, the melting of the snow pear its source,
and the tropical rams gz whils i
only influences h '_5

that of the river of Bengal. The expanse of the

swell in Sinde varies according to the nature of
the country, but towards the sea it effects almost
a total submersion of the land :* and in the ﬂl;m
provinees, although, from the elevation of the
banks, it is incomparably less extensive, yet even
there the waters are allured by the inhabitants
into places remate from the usual bed of the
stream, where they are treasured up in tunks, or
apportioned in canals, for the purposes of irrigs-
tion. In the districts forther removed from the
* 4o Mr, Crow montions, thet e owell fo felt Bve miles from
s bunk on either siilo; smil Me. A. Whitbarn of the Indisa
Navy, in diseriling the state of the river in August 1437, whoik
0 milen pbore Hydernbmd, says, ** the country i entirely
wdl fur the distanen of G or dx miles north and soulh 3 oo pers
ticular coure is doflnesd, but all bears & resenblases to o mages
ficent laks, To awinl the strong. earrunt, we sailed scmis the
conntry over o marisk jungle, having tio les than dve et
dopih thraughot, the tops of the shrobe sppouring above ftor
like rusies,™ .
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river, the soil is saline, and grain is less cultivated,
hﬂilﬂpﬂrhﬂ' gpecies of grass is produced, besides
various sorts of herbage for the pasturage of
eamels, horses, and oxen, of which last, the num-
ber is so-great, that oven the pessantry possess
extensive herds. A traveller may journey for
~ days in the eastern parts of Sinde without meet-
ing with a single rock or stone, but iron ore’is
abundant near Tatta, and large quantities of salt
are¢ produced on the Sindian shores. There are
“also numerons saltpetre grounds in the country,
from which, for many years, excellent gunpowder
is said to have been manufictursd ; and several

mineral springs of reputed virtue. 1

T 0 e r-lomctoe
foried. by deposits from. $he Greut rivare which

- through them to the sea, so also has-that
of Sinde been produced by the Indus; the sedi-
o o in the Wwaters of this river,
thongh in the t day singularly small in
quantity, being wdentical with the superficial for-
miation which constitates not enly the Delta, but
almost every other part of the cosntry.® It con-

* On this sbject, the wiendiBe and intelligent offiecr, to
whom T am indolitsd fur theso Geologieal oheorvatioes, mukes to
fisllowing remiarks :—* Dot we are sot warmnted in deciding
from. the frohle netion of depmit wk the proent day, that soih
extongive alluvial tiogs kae been ereated by rivars fn the
condition in whish ure nuw obwirved,  The amount of da-
pessil fermed by the Indor must b vory sl a4 the quastivy of
ml susperded in s waters is Umited ; besules, the aetion of
this river i not sonflond o carrying down mid frim (he
to the lowsr part of its conree ; fur i ibe lranehes of the
ther waters of the rver eoniain mueh les minl than exba bn iy
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sists of a folinted marl composed of argile or fine
clay, and carbonute of lime, essentially, to which
i# assorinted a proportion of mica, in theform of
a fine samil.  These ingredients vary in theitpro-
portions in different districts;, but contain gene-
rilly a considerable admixtore of common salt,
bosides earbonnte of sodn, and mitee: and it s
the presence of these, partioularly of the muriate
of soda, which constitutes the difference batween
the soils of Bengal and Sinde, and renders the
lutter in many places, such as those bordering on
the Runn, utterly vaprodoctiy ;

ous particles peadominate : and it is to th looso.
ness of this soil, thus naturally produced, that we
may attribute the great facility with which the
Indus so often, and so suddenly changes its
COurse.

1t is difficult to ascertain the depth of the super-
ficial formation, but it diminishes as we travel
northward, until at Hilaya, twelve miles Mem
Tatta, the suhjacent formation on
mrE:rt. and nu!! only forms the hﬂ::d partly

o whers (he eurront Soms with ihe greatet rapldity, o
H“:rh;::thnm af tha river enter (e s, Uhey depesit in
ﬂmn|mnfihhmlllllhnlilwnulr.whﬂ.ﬂmihﬂh
it wn ragikl, Uey Lol in smpemsion.  The sl soatained in
the wator i tha main stresen st Hydiembat 1 found 1o omoest s
0,218 per eenl. Thint in the Hujamres hranch, within ds miles
ol the ses, was 0,081 per sl The guanlity of sslimint sl
tained in the lowsr peret of thi makn river, Licutenunn Ol ln-
Furms e, is searvely wiable § aned thal sl Ty the sm
near the month of the Hjanroe, is oot preales thay that .
‘the dry wemsnn,” —MS5: Hoport by 5. F Hodidle, B
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the bank of the river, but is elevated into a chain
: hills; from two to three hundred feet
in height, which runs for about thirty miles nearly
warallel to the right bank, as far as the village of
in-j phove the town of Jerk, and per
forms the important office of preventing frequent
changes inmll.g: channel. The rock underlying
the alluvial soil, which is first seen here, consists
of a clayey sandstone, very deeply colonred with
iron, and presenting the varied hues of red, green,
and white, which mark the deseription called the
variegated, or new red sandstone. [ts inferior
rtion almost partakes of the consistence of clay,
ut thesummit is a hard sandstone, which assumes
the horizontal position, imparting to the hills,
which it surmounts, a tabular form, while those
which have been deprived of it by the action of
the atmosphere, and display only the softer mate-
rial, are usually of a round or conical figure. The
rock contnins abundance of fossil shells embedded.
The superior stratum is perforated by eylindrieal
cavities, caused by some lithodomus mollusca, and
in the lower part were collected the following
genera ;—Ostrea, Modeola, Fusus, &e.
The caleareous formation is first met with on
the left bank, nearly oppesite the northern ex-
ity of the range just described, at a village
called Tekoor, or Triceul, where it presents it-
gelf in the form of a chain of low tabular hills
named the Gunja Jibal, not exceeding eighty feet
in height, which no where ap @ TIVEr
nearer than two or three miles. On the western
side, at a distanee of about fifteen miles, another
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range of a similar formation i= also to be ohserved.
Hoth are composed of the same calearsous rock,
which assumes a cavernous appearance, ‘and is
understood to helong to the shelly limestone vi-
riety ; but that to the westward of the river pos-
gesses a larnger proportion of organic remaine,  On
one of the hills, situated at the northern extremity
of the range to the eastward, stands the eapital of
Sinde along with its citadel, at a distance of four
n}:]u from the Indus. From this short aceount
of the geology, batween .Hr‘u‘llul amd the sen,
it will be mnhﬂ;ﬂhthh the mn‘r
the river, rather thun to the composition of the
soil, that Sinde owes its superior productions,
1t is scarcely possible th.ltzmn.utq‘,mhﬂhd
on the verge of the tropie, subjected annually to
submersion, and the putrid stagnations which sue-
ceed the withdrawal of the waters; can bo other-
wise than unhealthy ; and accordingly there are
few diseuses in the catalogue of human woes that
are not to be found in lower Sinde,
during, and after, the season of the inundation.
t;:md epidemics, and frightful pesti]ﬂr;n;:n;y“ reseim-
ing in some points the plague oe-
casionally devastate the land ; while ague, asthma,
rheumatism, and pulmonary consumption, with
the long truin of diseases attendant on the com-
bination of heat with corrupt exhalations from
the earth, are frequently to be met with.  Dropsy
and enlargement of the spleen are also comman
complaints ; und at eertain periods a 'rm
ophthalmia is likewise prevalent, hﬂng‘ pﬁ“



114 VISIT TO THE
by clouds of fine dust with which the atmosphere
5o

Near the sea during the summer months, in
consequence of the prevalence of the south-west
monsoon, the heat is comparatively moderate, and
does not exceed that on the coast of Guzerat:
but in Sewistan, and the upper provinces, the
temperature probably surpasses that of nny part
of Indin,® the thermometer often ranging con-
siderably above n hundred degrees; while the
dreadful Simoons or hot winds, carrying with
them myriads of noxious insects, blow night and
day without abatement; and render travelling
impracticable, or even exposure of the person, dan-

srouis to life. The Delta is subject to heavy

ews which are supposed by th  muttives to be ex-
ﬂiﬂdﬂiﬂmnﬂ 0 to ovceasion -3
.gm age. In the winter season, the te

&ﬁﬂt 1t has been asserted that rain
never falls in Fgypt, and seldom in Sinde, but 1
have practically nscertained the fallacy of both
these statements, Some parts of the Delta of the

* o The heut has & degree of intenalty nosr Sehwan, ln Au-
far exvending that usually experienced at this ssamon

in fhe Parsinn Gulf, it i indesd almost fneoferable; calms are
and what Mitile bresss we chisin generally blows in

light paffs st shoct intervals from the porth-eaet in il pmia.

iqulﬂ»‘rhkmfhmmmmdhmﬂnﬂ-ﬂdil
a1 104, desd calimn, Tt wan not higher than 103 and lalf kn thr
mmu-tpulnf:h-d.lr.hnlﬂ:ﬂllhmmullghlmﬁﬂ'f

ing, which tempered the atmosphere.” MBS, Journal af B
Vayage 1o Sehownn in 1837, by A, Whiibarn, Eag. 1 M.
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Indus are within the influence of the monsoon ;
and although it was out of season, rain descended
in torrents when I was at Hyderabad in Junuary
1828, accompanied with a sensation of more pier-
cing cold than T had ever experienced even in

Europs.

The territory of Sinde is thinly peopled in pro-
portion to its means of subsistence, and as man
of the inhabitants are erratic, moving their
lages annurdillgn:r the rise or full of the Indus,

or wanderi m pusture o with
their luu{r,mg while numbers hﬂm
hoatmen in Holland, have no home that
affordied them by their vessels in the , it
is diffieult to form any correct computation of the
population. It has been fairly estimated, how-
ever, at a million of souls.  Of the towns, Shikar-
poor contains 25,000 inhabitants, and is the most
!mg:ulnun city of Sinde; Hyderabad 20,000:
Tatta pow only 18,000; Khyrpoor and Curachee
15,000 each; Larkhann 12,000, and Senwan
and Meerpoor each 10,000, T'he natives of Sinde
consist of two distinet classes 5 the military, which
generally comprises the Mahommedans, and to
which the Belochees belong, and that which fol-
lows trade or agriculture, composed chiefly of
Hindoos. If we may eredit the information Jirm
to Captain Hamilton about the beginning of last
century, the proportion of the latter to the Mus-
sulmans was then ten to one: in which case, the
increase of “ true believers” must have heen al-
most as satisfactory as the government conld de-
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sire; for the Hindoos are not now more than one-
fifth of the community.
The charncter, peculinrities, and dress of the
antives of Sinde, cannot be more powerfully de-
i than in the following words of Mr. Crow's
blished memoir. * They are a strong and
hardy race of men, rather more fitted for fatigue
than activity, and are mostly tall and dark eom-
plexioned. Those who enjoy ease and indulgence
are uncommonly eorpuleat, which perhaps their
great use of mi disposes all to be.  The princes
are remarkably broad and fat, and many of the
Heloche chiefs, nnd officers of their court, too
large for the dimensions of any European chair.
. ,

: m&% much the distinetion of great-
ness, it is admired as a beauty, and sought as an
ing bulk, are much esteemed.  The Sindians, in
Emmmd. i ient, lnavish, and

Aoam. hetween Mu and Hindoostan,
th -_-!ill.ﬂ'lllﬂhq'nindlhn vices, both of the
In;Ln‘ty on the one side, and of the civilization
on the other, without the virtues of either. Their
patural faculties are good, and their energies
would reward encouragement; but their moral
charaeter is a compound scarvely to be described,
and still less to be trusted ; and fnaticism, super-
stition, and despotism are debasing it more and
more every day. There is no zeal but for the
propagation of the faith; no spirit but in cele-
brating the Eed ; noliberality but in feeding lazy
Seynds; and no taste but in ornamenting old
tombs.”
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“ The Hindoos, both the followers of Vishnoo
and Shiva, are low in their caste, ignorant of their
religion, nond lox in their mrupf:;‘.l They eat
meat, and drink wine, but thu;r ure, nevertheless,
the most industrious and intelligent of the nutives.
In number with the Mahommedans, they are now
abont two to three only,® and the kmfe of cir-
cumcision is always u od on every exouse
and occasion, to reduce this pro Loucl-
put Bunder, a port in Cuteh, on the confines of
Sinde, has been raised to a state of eomparative

opmlenci and commercial + by the ac-
cumulation of Hindoos, who ibly made
Mahommedans by the Hy eourt, detest-

ing equall its r:{gmn and its persecution, and
being disclaimed by their own easte, fled thither
for an asylum, in which their common misfor-
tune might be kept in countenance, and soms ties
of human followship till be open to them. The
gxercise of industry, and the displg of talent,
provoke oppression, instead of receiding o
"Fhe labours of the farmer are seized by the officers
of despotism, and the ingenuity of the artificer is *
pressed into its service. Every man
finds it n necessary ciution to curb, rather thun
to spur his faculties, and a torpid state of the hu-
man mind, and neglected candition of the country,
ire the consequences. Of the manufacturers of
Tattn, numbers have emigrated to India, and.
from the mass of the people, large bodies repair
' '?

* M. Orow's Mumoir was writhim mm_ -
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annually o seek foreign service, of whom fuw
return. .

% When necessity does not imI;J)el to action, the
Sindians show their natural sloth. They will sit
the whole day and night indulging in smoking
and garrulity. Intoxication, through some medi-
um or other, is habitual to all descriptions of
persons, and Bang or wild hemp, as the most
cheap, is the most common. They muke spirits
both from jugree or treacle, and from dates, which

with spices, and consume in great
quantities, the Hindoos partieularly. The Sindi-
ans are excessively fond of singing, and have good
performers, vocal and instrumental ; but they are
diminishing with the other marks of the prosperity
of the country. Their active diversions are
shooting, and clapping with their swords, to prove

“inimitably dexterons with the bow, and a
blunt heavy*arrow, which they use for game, and
durt in 8 transverse, instead of a straight diree-

* tion, so that the body, and not the pomnt of the
arrow, strikes the object. With these arrows
they take partridges fiying, to the right and left,
as surely and expeditiously as a Europenn sports-
man with a double barrelled gun.  All the princes
are, from great practice, incredibly expert, both
with their guns and bows. In nding and the
use of the sword, the Sindians have no skill, nor
have they any exercise peculiar to themselves.”

“ The dress of the Sindians, like their charac-
ter, is a compound of foreign habits, Their jackets
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and caps are both unseemly imitations, one of the
fashions of Tndin, and the other of Persia; their
drawers are shaped like those of the Turks.
Turbans are oceasionally worn, of a monstrous
magnitude, and it is since the accession of the
present rulers only, that the flowing robe of
Hindoostan has been laid aside. The Sindians
Ol wih. sk wie bt
particular : ir neighbou
the Sikhs, It is not orthodox ﬁu‘l;[m
to keep the hair on his hend, but it is too great a
favorite here to be saerificed, and the princes
themselves countenance the disobedience by their
own practice. A Sindian measures his excellence
and comeliness by the length of his beard, and
when it becomes white by age, stains it cither red
or black, an art to which the women also have
recourse, to hide the greyness of their locks.”
Colonel Pottinger's opinions of the Sindians
are even more unfavorable than those of Mr.
Crow. He states that in the countries border-
ing on Sinde, the term * a Sindian dog” is syno-
pimons with * a treacherous liar ;" and that the ©
Sindians are avaricions, full of deceit, eruel, un-
grateful, and strangers to veracity, but in exte-
nuntion of their vices, that the present genera-
tion has grown up under a government whose
extortion, ignorance, and tyranny are possibly
unequalled in the world. Mr. Heddle, however,
has taken a more charitable view of the nation,
in which the following remarks r:mm
hilaﬂini:lnpuﬂunlhﬂln&ul,#ﬁn&h' 1
ed by the Government of Bombay as a highly in-
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and valuable paper. “ The people of

Sinde,” said be, 3 have been much deeried, but the
charge has been too indiscriminately brought for-
:fdm the whole population. The large
mass of the indigenous population is particularly
induostrious, whether in the occupation of agri-
culture or manufactures. The merchants of
Sinde are active and intelligent, well protected,
though heavily taxed, by government, but
not so much =0 as to prevent foreign traders from
leaving their native country to reside under the
rule of the Ameers. Compared to any state be-
tween the Indos and Evphrates, EinlL may be
pronounced a country considerably advanced in
civilization ; the government, though severe, is
v and well ordered ; too sensible of its own

interests to ruin cither the commerce or agricul-
obedient, and the laws are respected. Such at
lonst is the i jon which 1 have formed on
these subjects during a residence in the country,
too short to allow me to expect that much uﬁ-
dence can be placed in my opinions on questions
of such a nature.”

The language of the Court of Sinde is Persian,
but written very inelegantly, and pronounced
with many corruptions, a tly in a Hindoo-
stanee idiom, although I'did not meet with a single
individual at Hyderabad who could converse in
the lingua franea of India. The dewans, or Hin-
doo sectaries of Government, keop their aceounts
anil records also in a sort of mutilated Persian,
notwithstanding that a written langunage, peculiar
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to their tribe, exists among the lower classes of
the community. This is the Sindee, which is a
strange mixture of Hindee, Pushtoo, nnd Punja-
bee, exceadingly diffieult for a forvigner to ac-
quire. The ]]nlnnhfl ﬂtﬂilllkfll themselves speak
a dinlect of their own, which is a medley of Per-
sian, Arabie, Affighanee, and Sanscrit, brought to-
gether with so many variations in the different
tribes, that the uphmlnzc correspondence of one
clan is often unintelligible to anothee.®
The most numerons of the brute creation in
Sinde, are the oxen in the lower Delta, which
are of u small but powerful breed, well adi
to labour. They supply food to such classes of
the inhabitants as ept Hesh, and larger quantities
also are exported annually to India. In seasons
of famine, when the periodical rains have failed
for two or three monsoons sceessively, the mor-

* i Thn Persian language v cultivated at the Durlar, sl
taiight st the public schoals, uml Meer Futtoh Ali Khas, with
churneteristie inftatlon and ignoranee, coneeivig liseell (he.
Huastam of the age, anid the exploits of ths Talpoaries wirthy
transedssion (o postity, Tos employed o poet, 8 [

than bearming, to peeord them in vorse like Ferdoxd,
and ealled tha bok, In Fval distination i hisimmarial work the
Shah Nameh, the Fulieh Numeh, Wilk' the sama wanity; be
s Iately directed the loves of a Beloche pair, as relatesd in some
af the eountry thles, to be translated i werse, upon the
el of Jurmi's andd Zuleikn, that tho diffusion of thess
poums may estubillsh the fime of Sinde an well in luttors & i8.
srms.  The Futieh Nameh is mbisred In durbar, siid sy of
thin eoiertiers mnrk their aduintion, by Q‘Lmt!uhl ihe mosl
sunme Lo memory..  Whmarer prinme mone |
hhp_ww-m-hpuﬁhh . ]
I i straln, aml the doon not Wi, oceasiamally, W
animnte hin by s com 'hﬁuﬂm.—.ﬁﬂaﬂ'ﬁ' '
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tality amongst them is immense. By far the
muost useful quadrupeds, however, for domoestie
-~ are the camels, more properly drome-
ies, (camelus dromedarins,) already mentioned,
which from prinee to t are in universal re-
Half i::|11:|11tl.ru|zyull:I in mud, and supplicd with
fresh water only once a week, these patient ser-
yants of man attain » remarkable maturity on the
furze and stunted saline shrubs of the Delta, and,
when full grown, perform almost incredible jur-
wies under the heaviest burdens, finding fo
in places where others less sturdily reared wou
inevitably perish. They are frequently inured
to the saddle, being ensily guided by a small cord
or bridle passad a perforation in the nost-
ril, and even ngthu:rﬁl;---h speed, with this

and are ca ‘of carrying two persons with all
their necossary " Sometimes also they
are used in harness, and are often met bearing
large fukhi-i-ruwans, or mounted pulanguins,
containing ladies on their travels. The draw-
wells and mills are worked chiefly by them, and
in time of war swivels are secured upon thei
backs, and used to n{grell. extent as field artillery.
The average price of a good riding camel is ninety
of Tatta currency, which is twenty five

per cent. less than that of Bombay, but a
baggage dromedary may be purciuul for
that amonnt

The breed of horses in Sinde, in consequence
of the preference given to the camel as an anis
mal of conveyance, has been much neglected,
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no exertions having been made to improve it
judicious crosses, or to render it equal to that of
the neighbouring countries of Cuich and Katti-
war, which have been long celebrated in India
for the studs they mta:;:;. The common Sin-
dian horse is a species of ambling poney used
chiefly by the lower classes, but represented to
be extremely hardy, patient of toil, and easy to
the rider, wi attention to the cleanliness and
comfort of his trusty steed, however, is far from
proverbial. The manes of many of the horses
are l:m&uﬂ the tails of most IHME
W ground, & considerate
a b where insects are hnunmn-
thing horrified the Ameers more than the cireum-
stunce of my horses being curtailed, or to use a
Newmarket expression, docked, not only of their
fair proportions, but of the chief protection which
nature had bestowed upon them against stinging
“torments : and many of the people evidently be-
lieved that they were of a new species, born with-
out tails, being unable to comprehend mfﬂ
prinldci‘rlu beings so much superior to eb
should mutilate one of the noblest of God's erea-
tures.
numbers of foreign horses, chiefly of the
Turkistan and Khorassan breeds, are brought
annually from Cabul and {.::::h:: :;- Cutch
and Bombay, where are t ﬂlllﬂ‘lll_.-'
for the llnt{nh GWEment; nmhu!éq take
the route through Sinde, and can be procured at
a very cheap rate, it might be imagined that the
Beloche soldiers, many of whom are eavalry, or
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t any rate their chief would be well mountad,
There are no fine horses of any sort however to
De seen, except in the stables of the Ameers, who
every year purchase some of the best from the
dealers as they pass, and who, besides having ex-
cellent studs, all keep an immense number of dogs
of a fierce and powerful deseriplion, most of which
are also imported from the upper provinces.
saw several large and handsome mules in Sinde,
and conceiving that it might be an object to
government to get them for the use of the artil-
lery from that country instead of from themore
distant ports in the Persian Gulf, I made inguir-
ies regurding them, but am afraid they could
not for the present be 'ﬂucmd at a less rate, or
more easily, than by arrangement which at
present exists. Asses, much lar than those

~ The country contains no beast of prey except
olves and j whicl are sometimes so rave-*
nous a8 to attack the wayfarer, but as may be
supposed from the extent of the preserves, imm is
very plentiful. Thewild boar roams throughevery
brake ; the magnificent black partridge, (perdrix
Cambayensis) is in almost every bush ; and while

* Jicammy b ismportamkaio 10 know that e, posessing fully sl
the spualities reswlier Uhis nnimal s isefil, pre Lred in Binde,
where ihe'pes attains the developement which it is Known. Lo en=
Jiry omly within = very limitsd geographieal distribution, These
animals, at pressnt, from the circomstance of thers belag only 8
Hmited nuemshier hred, are high prived, but if they ever bacomu i
article of sommares, the Tsle of Frinon may derive the mpp
fesiny Simide, for whie it b now Lrilmbary fo'this distant Brasils.”
—Mr. Heddle's MR Hzronr.
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maltitudes of antelopes scour the plain, the Inkes
and marshes are studded with wild doek, and
every description of water fowl. Poultry and
the domestic animals are in ample store, and be-
siiles the oxen, there are large hends of buffuloes,
and flocks of goats aud sheep, the latter of which,
the * Doombus™ resemble the well known and
remarkable breed of Southern Afriea.  Wator
snukes are common in the rver, but very fow of
the venomous species are to be met with in the
tields.

The Indus toems with fish, which is a principal
article of food amongst many of the inhabitants,
and a profitable gource of revenus to the Ameers,
by whom fisheries bave been established, and
whose myrmidons seize a third of the pro-
duce of every net. During the four months that
precede the freshes, the palwah or sable fish (elu-
peanodon), which is said not to inhabit any of
the other rivers of Western India, is abundant.
It is large and bony, somewhat resembling in
taste & combination of fresh herring and slmon,
and is in great estimation, both amongst the na-
tives and strangers. The other usual species of
fish are the More (Cyprinus mm'nr?1 full of bones,
and of a reddish hue : the . less bony,
with a large broad head, and more palatable; the
T helue (cyprinus) o tasteless fish, about twelve
inches long and ten deep, the mu.lIy-:rrjorkh.i_uf'-
a species of Silurus, which is six or eight feet
::lg' with a head resembling a dog's, very coarse;

said, when eaten, to prodoce mw&'
eases, and the kuttaree (a species of Pimelodus)
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which is about two feet long, and has fleshy an-
tenn like those of the lobster over its mouth.
I'he bombal or el of a large size, and the por-

nearly allied to, if not identical with, the
S::iium of the Ganges, described by Dr. Hox-
burgh, are likewise common.

Otters and Badgers also infest the hanks of the
Indus, and are destroyed for their skins, which
fateh high prices in the Punjab: towards the sea
alligators* exist in large numbers, and are much
respected not only by the Hindoos, but even by
many of the Mahommedans. Mr, Crow men-
tions as the tutelar god of Curachee, in his day,
a scaly monster with a train of females and de-

ts, nourished in the muddy rivulets which

» from the hot springs near seaport, add-
ing, that it is singular to see these animals some-
times dozing ¢lose to the mouth of the springs
where the water is almost boiling hot, and some-

lnhvﬂ!avh!'}n 'Ennh which ure perfectly cold;
and Lieutenant T.G Carless of the Indian Navy,
who visited the same scene so lately as December
1837, gives the following striking description of
an alligator's banquet, which he there witnessed :
* The swamp,” says he, * was not more than one
hundred and fifteen yards long by about eighty
broad, and in this confined spoce, 1 counted above
two hundred large oves, from eighteen to fifteen
feet long ; those of & small size were innumer-
able. The appearance of the place altogether,
with it= green slimy, stagnant waters, and these

* Tha alligntor, or rther crocodile, of (he ladus is the * Ge-
viala Gangetica,”
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huge bloated shapeless monsters moving eluggishly
about, was disgusting in the extreme. I was told
that it was a curious sight to see them fid, and
T had a goat killed for their entertninment.  The
moment the blood began to flow, the water be-
came perfectly alive with the brutes, all hasten-
ing from different parts of the swamp to the spot.
In the course of two minutes, and long before the
goat was cut up, upwards of one hundred und fifty
had collected in a mass on the dry bank, waiting
with distended juws for their anticipated feast.

more daring than the rest showed n‘{nﬁ! to
approach nearer, he was beat back children
with sticks. Indeed, they were so i
T may use the expression, tame, that I lni

one about twelve feet long by his tail, which pro-
truded to a safe distance beyond the mass. - W :um
the meat was thrown amongst them it was the
signal for a general battle : several seized hold of
a piece at the same time, and Wit and strugeled,
and rolled over each other until almost exhanst-
ed with the desperate efforts they made to

it off, Tt was curious to stand by, and see.

a mass of these nnwieldy monsters almost at your
feet, fighting and tearing each other for their
food. ‘I'he natives number them at one thousand,
and the amount is by no means exaggerated, for
nv% rivolet with them.”

e flesh of the alligator is esteemed a
delicacy by some of the river inhabitants of Sind
and the destruetion of this animal affords an ex-
cellent sport to the, hunting part of the popula-
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tion.. The shikarees are often to be seen squatted
on platforms fixed on posts, slightly elevated above
the stream, swaiting their game, and armed with
a sword and heavy matchlock. As & decoy, each
is provided with a young alligator, attached to
his arm by a cord ten or twelve yards in length,
to which occasionally they throw pieces of fish :
and the peculinr ery the little animal utters in
devouring his food, has generally the effect of
attracting to the spot a lurge assemblage of his
kindred, many members of which fall vietims to
the contents of the gun, or if they approach near
encugh, are even destroyed by the sword. In
gases where the alligator is only wounded, the
shikaree will not hesitate to plunge into the water,
and attack him with the Jatter weapon, in his own
iYLl m I‘.E H!H_ h.!' i m =
b s dangerous mode of warfare, although, as
E arn. informs us, the alligators of the
Indus are of u size scarcely to be credited.  The
comparative mnoenmusness of these monsters, is
attributed by the natives, to the very ample sup-
ply of food furnished them by the fish of the river,
wzich renders a search for other prey altogether
unneeessiry.®  In this respect, they are v
different from the alligators of South Amﬂz
described in Captain W. C. Harris' journal res
cently published ; and which, not content with
destroying his favorite dog, quitted their watery

® Mr. Whilbam's ME, Jsurnal,

L
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homes to devour his waggon furniture, and the
ghoes of his followers.*

Amang the vegetable productions of the earth
in Sinde, there are none peculiar to the country.,
In those parts subject to the inundation, riee, as
has been already stated, grows in abun-
dance ; and in the districts where irrigation is
practicable, large quentities of wheat, barley,
Juwares, (holcus saecharatus), Eﬁlﬂ corm, sugar
cane, tobacoo, with bajeree, (holeus spicatus), and
moong, (phaseolis mungo), are also e
Cotton is ise cultivated in a few places, and
also indigo, which forms one of the chief dyes of
the country, besides bei in consider-
able quantities. Vegeta food are scarce,
the chief being the sweet potato, (convolvulus
batatas), which is much esteemed by the people;
but there are in the markets, at proper séasons,
a moderate supply of mangoes, figs, mulberries,
bheers, (ziziphus jujuba), jamboos, (eugenia jam-
bolana), cucumbers, and water melons, with an
inferior description of dates, gourds, (eucurbits
laganurin), and eocoanuts. Apples produced in
the country of a small size and paltry appearance
are also sold in the bazars of Tatta in April and
May, where four hundred of them may be pur-
chased for a rupee ; and quantities of de-
licious grapes, carefully d in small boxes
with eotton, are annually obtained from Cabul,
from whence also apples mdpun.mihrh:

* Narrative of so Expedition #nto Southern Africs, by Caplain
W. €. Harrs of the Bombay Enginvers, 1838,
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Eﬁﬂ to mo a large rosy-cheeked apple, the

produce of a gurden in Candabar, which had
been sent to them by ; and it will per-
haps excite the surprise of my readers ut home,
T add that I considered it so precious, as
well as eurious, itbeing the first T had seen for seven
yeurs, that I enclosed it in a tin case, and dis-
E:inhedhml.ﬁuthﬂ;mt}" to a friend in

land, are procured. The Ameers
of

:

.

Wood for fuel,® well adapted for steam pur-
poses, is abundant, but notwithstanding the im-
mense tracts of jungle, there are no forest trees
in Sinde, and all the boats on the Indus, us well
us the beams of houses, are accordingly con-
structed of timber imported from Malabar, The
bubodly (mimosz, Arabica et farnesiana) peloo,

i if 410 varietles of wood from tha erovks, the ** Tewar,"”
(S ‘wpotala) was feand, in the ssamer, W ansser botter
: ; oee of (oel, s a sulmtitute for eonl, than any other
kimned which we tried, and indeed o well, that for Fiver navigation,
in which & vessel must always oome to st eooect, Usis kind of
fuigl ddes mob appear Inferior to conl.  The supply, itk b

ant 1 woties, will be foamd inexhamstiblo ; for the boeal
which produee these shrubs am very calennive, nwod soormoEs
spplies v boen drawn Crom the eousts of Sinde, perhaps fior
#entirins, withiut nry séneible dimiootion.  Varther, the doer-
tion of the while porih-west parts of (he Della by the Gech water
of the Leliss, tomnls o fnerease the domaine oocupiod by U
plamta, - whigh eonsist. prineipally. of the following spoidess (e
“ Towar,” (befory montiones]] the * Chawar,” (Aegicerus Mo
jus) ol o speeles of Khandol Rhirephor @ these kimls are com-
man to the shores of Indis.  This et b the more important, 8
wossh fn powres in all ather parts of Sinds, and the tabaol, which
is mne of the most eommon, o woll o (hw best adapted for the
purposes reqired for fael by steatmers, would furnish oty a Fmited
wmpply,'—Mr, Heddle's M8, Report.
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(salvadora persica) and the lIye, or (amarisk
(tamarix indica) grow almost ev where, but
can scarcely be dignified ns Lreas,e:rﬂ'mn;h some
of them attain great dimensions in the pro-
vinces. The banian tree (fious indiea) is also to
be seen oceasionally. In the uncultivated regions,
those which closter round the -of brackish
water, are principally sickly specimens of the
pul, (ficus ruliginu}ru& {bn-nﬂu {melin ﬁ
dirachta), while the vegetation of the desert is
almost mﬁnirmm.hﬁuthwnruﬂk bush
(euphorbia antiguorum); the swallow wort (ase-
lepias gi i the juwansee of Ainslie, (hyda-
sarum alhagi); the kureel (caparis), and the
shrubs of the tamarisk. Amongst the furee and
brush wood in the Delta, there 'u-uﬁlm very
prevalent, remarked by Captain Del’ . anid
termed by the natives darun or lanah, w i
the chief hixury of the eamel. At a distance, it
resembles English heath, but on closer inspection,
is found to possess a purple stalk, bearing a bitter
saline sort of berry, nearly as large as a :
In enumerating the vegetable productions,
Panng grass,* (typha elephantina,) with its lon
sward-like leaf, and strong tortuons roots,

* » The matives of o distriel whers this plant grows, wm wabl
wware of the services renderid by it; for in collerting the leavm,
which they manufsciure into matting, they mt the plant closs
the mil, bui de oot distarh the roots, the use of which they ip-
preeinte,  The dried leaves, from their cellular strusturd, com=
tmin moch alr, sod this property is taken drum‘!h‘”
tmative, whe ties Lhem into bundies, which serve o isldes. §o
support him In swimming the rhers ; they are Tkewipe med
Boaty by the Ashermen,"—Mr. Halille's MS. HReport.
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be forgotten, for, as Mr. Heddle correctly

m tl:lmvm:u some districts are of the

tmost importance, by endowing the banks of the

with a degree of firmness which prevents

the perpetnal falling in, that forms so inconvenient
a featurs in many portions of the river's edge.®

With so many other points of similitude to
lovpt, Sinde i #in deficient in monu-
m]:?uL of mhihuturﬁn]ft.rm of ancient or
modern date. The old castle of Sehwan, the
erection of which is attributed to Alexander the
Great, is perhaps the only veritable relict of the
age of the Greeks which can be traced,} and
coins have been lately found in it, which, when
submitted to the eareful inspection of Mr. Prinsep,
will probably attest iuhighqp:g:&y. It is

L e

ALl alumild be mentioned as ose of the satural
tons ol the wirip of the Hujumres ; it fs produesd ly bes,
which feed on, amd sttach their comis to the maritkne shruls
whiel T hove mentiosed, particalarly the Asgiveris ¢ the hopey is
fanich superior to any procurable in the west of India, being salid,
periectly crvstalized, white, and wall favoured. No particular
eare is taken In rearing the boos."—Alr. Heddlu's MS. Heport.

{ = Aftor the sulijugation of one, snd the death of the oty
of thesn chisfs, (Oxyranm and Sambie,] the Masedoaian hem
retaried to the -, ity s e abe informed, built & citsadel at
a commodioos and commanding point; from which particelar
notice, T hawm no seruple in saying, that it must have boen st the
present Sehwan, that foriress being sented on o high bill that
averlooks the ferries across the Tndus and Laricbams rivers, and
atharwie sdmimbly situted 1o awe the serrounding trecte.”—
Pormiscrs's Broocmisras.
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intersected with subterrancous pmgu.' Of the
ancient ¢ity of Alore, once the capital of a mighty
cmpire, extending from Cashmere to the peni

suln of India, scarcely a trace remains. [tm
situnted nearly in the parallel of the present town
of Bukkur, n remarkable fortress erected on a
rocky island in the Indus, fifteen miles to the
northward mrpm and was abandoned so
early as the century of the Hejira, in con-
sequence of its being forsaken by the river, which

From a similar catiso, the ancient cities of Debal
Sindy, which jed u site between Cumches
{‘m'h. and of Braminabad, or Euﬂl:hlﬁ

o o A miloand a half (o the seuthward of the casile arn he
ruing of snother ancienl building, which s termed the house of
thie fuar Triends ; this appedlation b derived from un ol legend,

Taligrvod thn..mwur#hmhl-lp-lh-.h
Fricala, all mort devou ol exemplary built = bouse
of prayere an this tml.hdln[mtﬂ-ﬂlll powat

' cs and railway tunssls wmast hida thelr i
mished haads ; this nluh-:hnnuming;hmnm

from hened to Meers.  In ane of the of the bill &
mmmmﬂmw-ﬁ-mﬂﬁmh
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Meerpoor, are gtill to be seen the remains of an
extensive fort and ¢ity, said to huve been the
resilence of Dahooda Rai, the last of the Soomra
Princes, who fourished about the year one
thousand and three hundred of our era. The
bricks which form part of these ruins are of large
dimensions, measuring twenty inches by eight.
E:F!nin Del'Hoste also mentions some substan-
ial remains of m in the river at Jerk, about
twenty-five miles below H which he
conjectures to be connected with Alexander’s
voyage. 1 have never heard of any ancient in-
scriptions having been found in Sinde.
Witl the oxception of the Jumma Musjid, or
groat Mahomm: temple for the assembla
“ troe halievers” at Tatta, and the tombs o the
Caloras and Tﬂmﬂ the capital, there are no
modern edifices ting taste or durability, in

Sinde. The former was erected so late as the
r!lg'n gither of Shah Jehun, or of Aurungzebe,
and by one of these sovereigns; but it is already
n gloomy dilapidated building, in which * the
moping owl doth to the bat complain.” Such of
the royal tombe as belonged to the Caloras are
erumbling gradually to decay ; and were it not
for the feehle exertions of o few hoary servants
of the fallen house, who still flit about these me-
mentoes of bygone days, to strew flowers upon
the graves of the mighty dead, they would soon
be overgrown with grass, and utterly destroyed.
An old man who appeared the guardinn of the
maunsaleums of Meean Gholum Shah, and Meean
Gholam Nubbee, both of which are large and
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elegant buildings, in the Moorish style, insisted
on my taking off my shoes before I entered them ;
and complained that they had been e of
the marble with which f;nr had been by

the connivance of the Ameers, who were

of obliterating all recollections of the Caloras® I
had no nity of visiting the shrine of the
famous Shah Haz, a.ill nrins of
Sinde, whose mausolenm 1s at Sehwan, where his
memory is adored with all the fervent

ocetpies s with wod, ihe tombe the north.  The ks of
tim Asconsed members of the rrigning family are groaped o1
distance from those of s Calams. The oely hemlsme e of
tha Talpoor is tht of Moer Korm. Ali- display chameterizel
this prince (n 1ils,—amd he has parried iy Jove of pomp to the
grove.  The adifice bk chaste wnil handsngne, —in figurs n square,
capped with a fine cupala,—and the honvinoss of ihe whole i
mineh relivved by & tower i each nnghe, The tambs of the Tul-
poars ane kept in exeeilent repair j—those of the Caluras are o=

i
:

i
H
|
l

g
t
;
g
s
E
£k
§i

h'r
emﬁ:nmuﬂM “Thiin bost spweimam of ihe arts.
tnlof Sinrde s ally negloctmd, and fut o ey

Almh Eﬂm-ﬂhnhn;m-afﬂm t e
ol & tomb B o bad eriterian rnrur-qﬂlub-l#t

kil

;
E,
;
1
:
i

anel fuleoery, aml wite eloan, and banlsamely finlubesd £ |
’Ilrml.l;n:':ﬂqﬁlm siidn of tho interior b, o
Hmmﬁ.mmvdhﬂnullﬂhw

o g i | b 2 b gt e



136 YISIT TO THE

that characterizes the nation ; and I shall accord-
ingly introdoce here a description of it, abrid
from the manuseript journal of Mr. Alfred Whi
burn of the Indian rry,whumnd:n;w]rugeup
the Indus o late as August 1837,

“ The vicinity of Sehwan,” says this officer,
* abounds with numerous mosques and tombs
whmiu.rnh!pt in good repair; the exteriors of
some having an elegant @ from the ela-
borate carved work, and the coloured tiles, with
which they are demmted The mansoleum of
the great Lal Shah Baz surpasses all the rest in
magnificence. From its appearance without, I
wished to inspect the interior, and found there
monumumnnfdlﬂ'mtmma, noohmlu
but the liberality of the late Embassy had gi
-ﬁlhm&uiﬂmu{ﬂdﬂm& nl.'l
: j that 1 fumd it was

lllunn-

: '.'rlﬁlmuld ill ufford, und I accordingly
diepatched the moonshee to obtain an account of
it. He deseribes it as o perfect square surround-
ed by a veranduh, the outer surfaco being curi-
ously inlaid with bricks of different colours,. The
entrance to the interior is by means of a door of
precious wood, plated over with besten n'[ver and
the portico is profusely adorned with carving and
ennmel. 'l'hnnhnm.-unluaidnm and
is devoid of the ornumental embellishment which
distinguishes the outside. The tomb is

by a canopy of eloth of gold, supported on twelve
slender pillars covered with silver corresponding
with that on the door. Every Friday, the dra-
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pery is changed, and on the days of the new moon,
dancing girls attend, decked out in ornaments,
and their most gaudy attire, to danoo and sing
within the holy walls. The reason of this strunge
custom [ know nut‘bmihpmhnhly. as the Sindians
are very superstitious, imagine by so doing
they conciliate the ;hw:ru_f the dﬂhkdundw

ing for his daily allowanee a whele sheep, and the

maintain that when these beasts die, an-
other monster of the jungle marches without de-
lay to Sehwan, and moﬂgr walks into the iron
eage to occupy the placo of its predecessor. The
mosque of Lal Shah Baz is enclosed by an oater
wall, and within the court sit ;'Ml B
hundred and fifty fakeers, who are considered part
of the estublishment, and every ri.:i:lr by

transformed into a convenient ;
or granary for the state, by & summary mandate
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from the authorities; and consequently, the do-
mestic buildings in Sinde are entirely destitute of
elegance and substantiality. Even in places be-
yond the reach of the inundation, or such as Seh-
wan, whers, inconsequence of thevicinity of a chain
of mountains, termed the Lukkee, stone is abun-
dant, respectable dwellings are seldom or never to
be found. Thiose of the city of Tatta mu::e;:?ﬂt
striking in their appearance, both from their lofti-
ness and dimensions ; but their somposition is
merely wood and wicker work, plastersd with
enrth and cow-dung, coloured so as to imitate
stone ; while the houses of Hyderabad, Meer-
r, and ill the other towns, are insignificant
roofed erections l:: mud n:ml,ml wiit_h ¢hadf,
rarely two stories in beight, with very few win-
dows, and i y arranged in narcow dirty
et b
mniis, or hottelries, y ut the
capital are usually a number of small buildings
grouped wﬁwﬂm-m a court-yard, surrounded by
a mid and surmounted by a bare pole or flag
staff, the Intter being apparently an emblem of
rank, which they enjoy - in common with the
faleers,

It has been stated that the revenues of Sinde
have become much deteriorated during the reign
of the present rulers, and nothing can be a more
striking memorial of the perseverance with which
they have pursned their gross and barbarous
poliey of ruining the country to entvich and gra-
tify themselves, than the fact, that, even inelud-
ing the amount collected within the principalities
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of Meerpoor and Khyrpoor, which yield respec-
tively to their chiefs the sums of and ten
lacs of rupees, the mﬂl& revenue realised by
the state does not farty lacs, although so
lately as the time of the first Caloras it was double
that amount. 'The Ameers collect their land re-
venue chiefly from the farmers, in kind, in the
proportion, it is said, of three fifths of the pro-
duce 3 lmlt:he grain thus obtained, they either

inEgﬁller_MNﬁ All Pasha, whese -
mﬂmmbﬂiujuﬁﬂmﬁkmm of -
the Ampers in any other respect The Pasha’s
money is often liberally bestowed in great publie
improvements, while that collected by the Tal-
poors is invariably either converted into jewels,
or deposited in some of the secure treasuries of
the family, where it is withdrawn entirely from
ciroulation, With the consent of the Ameers in
fuct, no specie has ever quitted Sinde, for ¢ven in
the days when t}m‘E were obliged to pay tribute
to the king of Cabul, they contrived to content
that distant sovereign with a great portion of it
in the mnnufactures of Tatta, which they first
obtained cheap, and then transforred to his Ma-
josty ut a false and exorbitant valustion. The
actaal revenve of Sinde is of course greater than
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blishments, while many of the Beloche magnates
possess  property, a joy immunities in re-
wand for their servioes ::ng': reigning dynasty.
- As the state religion of Sinde is taken from the
Koran, so the system of Jurisprudence is derived
from the same source, and when exercised be-
tween two subjects of the more favoured creed,
would appear to be pretty fuirly administered by
Ihc Kaze (Cadi) ; but, ns this functionary can
isten to no complaints against the government,
and holds his situation un{y by the sufferance of
the Ameers, it will be evident, that he can be no
check on their Highnesses, though privileged by
his code to be s0. 'The administration of justice’
*eosts little or nothing to the state; and although
I have never heard of criminals being punished
capitally, merely to save the expense of their
gﬁm unusual to see prisoners, attended
their guurds, g for subsistence in the
public streets.® T have in another place given
a specimen of the manner in which justice is dis-
pensed to the Hindoos, who for the most part

® 4 While st Sehwan, 1 naticed a very comomio! mothod
pummed by the Ameers in dispming of Uiy prisoners. 1 et &
man with Lis right foct fmarted in ooe end of & hesvy piacy aff
woindl, ahont thres fuet long, whils at the other extromity 3 rope
wist maede fast, which be beld in bis band. When (he unforto=
nate witeh desivenl bo walk, be was shiipwd, by mesos of the
Hoe, 1o lift the log at every atep be toak.  Ho wae preseded
a government sipid, who, with 3 bag pendest from his
sulicitmd charity for the culprit. from 1he pussery by @
produce received by this sovel proceeling he retained far
self, nnd the otler was t‘pq:{:pril‘l.u to the maintensncw of
prisner."—Mr. Warruens's M8, Joursal,

il

?E%E&
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prudently settle their differences among them-
pelves by punchacts, or arbitration, without a re-
ference to the roling authorities. The Beloches
seem penetally to take the law into their own
hands, and to act on the simple principle of re-
taliation ; nor do the Ameers often interfere with
them, except where individual d extend to
whole tribes, when they are obliged to settle
matters by force of conciliation. A serious quarrel
of this sort took place, from a most trifling cause,
while I was at Hyderabad, and called for the me-
diation of their s, who sent for the con-

tending parties to the durbar in my presence,
from each to desi
It is o proof of the unwillingness, or

inability of the Sindian court, to settle the fe

of the Beloche chiefs, even in casea where it
might be supposed that there were strong induce-
ments to do =0, that Ahmad Khan Lagharee, the
son of the Vizier, was obliged to flee the country
for some years, in order to escape the vengeance
of Bahadoor Khan Cokur, one of whose nautch
women, or dancing girls, he had seduced. The
unfortunate female was of course instantly put to
death without remorse ; while her paramour be-
took himself to Labore ; but nothing could soothe
-the wounded pride, and insulted honour of the
inwt Cokur, the humiliating spectachs
of the ludies of Ahmed Khan's and his relative,
Waullee Mahommed Khan's families proceeds
in a body to his house to im ardon for the
offender, and to offer ves as an atonement
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for his erime. After this public exposure, thin
which nothing could be more degrading in a Ma-
homedan country, Buhadoor Khan extended the
hand of forgiveness, but retained for his harem
one of Ahmed Khan's Hsters, who has never
l'n]n; been heard of *
/ we can believe the description given of
Tatta, when Nadir Shah visited it about the
middle of last century, the commerce and manu-
factures of Sinde must have sadly dwindled away. +
Historinns relate, that besides immense wealth in
Jjewels and goods, that celebrated conqueror found
in the city no less than forty thousund weavers
of calico and loongees, or silk embroidered eloths, =
besides artisans of other deseriptions, to the
number of twenty thousand, exelusive of the

Wﬂiﬂmmdiw_ : who were
ivn o place does mot now exceed sixteon or
thieen thousand souls, most of whom are in the

lowest state of poverty ; nor can a loongee of any

value be obtained in the bazar, without having been

* Coptain DelHoste's M8, Joarnal

t Ut would sppenr, from the folinwing satraet from Tavorder's
Travels, writtes aboat a centary belore Nadir Shah risjtsd Slnile,
that the commores of Tatin bl even mieb falivn off in bis days,
whiel b sttribiotod to the faithlessmess of the Indus. I yoote,
from e Bafien edition pablishod st Tologma in 100, wnd,-
strutige to sy, given to ma by the Ameers of Sinds, whoso ser-
vanits biad taken it frown an wnfortunate nolive of Home, wia .
o throogh Hydersbad in 1687, * Or'l) commercio di Tata,
chn gia i grande, o mollo ealato, perchs {lnborestum del fume
s va peggivrands, i modo cho la rons ammaeehiamnidos e
ohivite quasi ehie (1) e, — Viagsi da Gio ; Burtiots Taversier,
Barane o' Aubonney Purte Seoomghe, Lap, 11,
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expressly ordered beforehand, and the price ad-
vanced. Wo cannot attribute this deterioration
altogether to the Ameers: during the dissentions
between the rival families, many of the merchants
forsook Sinde, and settfed in India ; nor must we
shut vur eyes to the fact, that the revolution pro-
duced in Igu:lun suciety by ourselves, could not
but hasten the downfall of a city like Tatta, whose
luxurions mansfactures were i

rabad, where the various kinds of arms, such as
spears, matehlocks, nnd shields, nsed by the hum-
bler classes, are also chiefly manufactured. Sinde
has long been famous for embossed and embroid-
ered leather work, in the form of ornnmented
gloves, boots, cartouch boxes, &e.; amd there is
yet a manufuctory at Sehwan, where carpets,
nearly of the same fine material, and equally
bright in colour with those of Persia, are ooca-
sionally fabricated for the use of the Ameers, few
others being able to purchase them. The Sin-
dinns are excecdingly expert in wood and lacquer
work, and one of the most remarkable [m:ductim
—of their ingenuity is the enamelled tiles, resem.
bling those of the Dutch, with which their mosiues
and tombs are decornted. iy
The exports from Sinde, or home are
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felts ; and from the kingdoms and provinees to
the northward, they bring, chiefly for exportation,
nssafeetida, saffron, leather, hides, madder, musk,

alum, drug= of various Cashmere nhnwln.
dried fruit, dismond, laguli, turquoises, and
other precions stones, hedellium, and . The

ersia and "u-nlna.. the Sindians have,
for home consumption, sworils, silk, earpets, dates,
rosgwater, conserves, tobacco, coffee, and kully-
ans®* The horses and fresh fruits from Cabul
and Candahar have already been mentioned, and
it may be added, that large quantities of Malwa
opium, intended for the Chi + market, m con-

on camels, by Jessulmere, through Sinde.
tn_;E ltl]nr’mhaa fnanmnn,thtrﬁm
in nnngn to say, continuing still to
route throogh the territories
of r.'lu.- Ameers, by whom considerable transit
duties are exacted, to the more direct one afford-
ed by our dominions. Although the t miser-
able poverty of the people of e forbids the
hope of mercantile interchanges to any extent
with them; yet the natural sdvan of the
country for commerce need searcely be pointed
out : security to trade and is alone re-
quired to render the Indus the medium . intro-
ducing our manufactures among vast nations,

* Pottinger's Belochutan,
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which, oecupying climates resembling that of our
native land, would gladly welcome the prodnets
of British industry; and offer to the speculations
of our ingenious and epterprising countrymen
ample encouragement amid

In no respect, were my expectations more dis-
appointed than in the military foree of Sinde.
Having lived for sometime in Cutch, amid fre-

fortress, the armed retainers of the Ameers are
few in number, and contemptible in appearince.
Savaral of the chiefd if the tribes, however, most
of whom hold their lands on military tenure, Te-
side constantly at court, and are able to eollect,
in the course of a few days, by some means Te-
gembling the fiery cross used by our own fore
fathers; their various followers, who at other
times are employed in agri and different
peaceable occupations. In this manner, it is said,
the government can assemble about forty thon-
sand men, to whom, while in active service, 1
find by Captain Spton's that it allows a
pice each per diem: but presume this must
be e a mistake, or & regulation of former
times, ne'1 heard of horsemen being entertained
at t.hampmhh-luﬁu-ufﬂnnr &g
mensem. The Sindians have abundance OF €
tillery, consisting chiefly of pn'ﬂlf or pre-
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sents from the English daring their ancient con-
gection with Mecan Gholam Shah Calora, and
of guiis obtained from the Portuguese and Dutch,
but they would require the assistance of expert
Europeans before vould be available. A
mt be in which the whole Ma-

n population would rise en masse ; but
as patriotism is unknown in this r of the
globe, nething except a fiery for religion,
fanned into & by some desi enthusiast,
is ever likely to produce such a !

Though the iron rod of the Ameers has re-
pressed the daring spirit of the military classes of
their subjects, and the general tranquillity of the
province has left their energics to slumber for a
while, they yet be considered as a body of
marauders :57 to take arms for any cause

will afford th
et of e L bty vl
almost seem to * scent battle from

afir ;7 for the train of dissension 15 no sooner
lighted, than war becomes their universal cry, and
it i= incredible in how short & period they flock
to their rendezvous. Meer Sobdar's late insur-
rection was settled in the course of a few days,
but mot until twenty or thirty thousand volun-
teers had joined the different standards, and num-
bers were ing in hourly when the adjust-
ll::uthukpim ﬂuﬁaﬂﬁuﬁhﬂh- ier
ns no discipline ; as his pay is generall
contemptible, and ﬁﬂmﬂy“ﬂéﬂiﬂ* he tan{
ceives himself fully privileged to supply his wants
at the expense of the villuges on his march. He
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is acknowledged to be brave and hardy, and as a
hired soldier in the East may probably rank next
to the Arab, but his reputation is far higher in
Lis own country than any where else. His vanity
and gasconading are proverbial: from the gene-
ral down to his meanest follower in the camp,
every man makes his own past and intended ex-
ploits, or those of his amcestors, the  constant
theme of his conversation and contemplation ;
and it is remarkable with what pati they

listen to the vauntings of one another.
T'he army of m% collected, pro-
sents o . and ill-accoutred assemblage of
mercenaries all guarters; and it is com-
pased chiefly of adventurers who have descended
ﬁ-um-themnnhhmnfﬂejmhhtﬂ.tpngln{m
tribes of which, that of Rind, the reigning house
traces its ongin.

The Ameers are, I believe, perfoctly aware of
the utter hopelessness of any defence they could
make, in the event of an invasion by our govern-
ment, Many circumstances proved to me, that
¢ the magic of our name inked with success”
and the feeling not to be wondered at, which

ps the eastern world, generall , of its being
% the will of God,” that till a pll_rrmd, we
Mipnrnrmrhmhﬂnthﬂc

© . failed to exert their mfluence on
their anxious ﬂgumuﬁwls their
attempts to con GiF GRECroT, means
which inevitably lead mlimﬁn}: ::[f:;wﬂ
as the vaunting and imperious Sty :

ters to foreign powers, their endeavours 10
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impress strangers with an exaggerated estimation
nfﬂl!itdigﬁtfnﬂhrpurhncﬁg Like many men
in?r]ﬂu lifs, who contrive for a time to cloak
their ignorance under & formal manner and dis-
tant deportment, they well know that a closer in-
spection would infallibly expose their weak-
nesses ; and hence arises their jealousy of our
aequiring a nearer or more intimate knowledge
of their country or of themselves,

Such flimsy pretences could never blind an in-
dividual who has visited Sinde, and witnessed the
true state of affairs.  OFf the few walled towns in
the provinee, all are contemptible, and scarcel
one deserves the name of a fortress.  The forti-
fications of Curachee are mean and insignificant.
Omérkote, the repository of the wealth of th
eourt, which has o long been supposed unassail-
able from the report of its being environed by a
sandy desert of great extent where no water is
rocurable, has been ascertained, by late inquiries,
o be within a few miles of a branch of the Indus,
and utterly untenable. The city of Hyderabad,
as alrendy described, is a collection of wretched
low mud hovels, as'destitute of the means of de-
fence, as they are of external eleganee, or internal
comfort ; and even the bossted stronghold of the
Ameers, which surmounts their capital, is but a
;I“]:ruy erection of ill burnt bricks, crumbling 2
dually to decay, and perfectly incapable of with-
nt:mdmgfnrtnhmihﬂdxnrz af regular troope.®

=+ Ther fortifieations of Hyderdad donslet of o high wall and
 high citadel, apon wihich ssne very hesvy gums are plantsl,
The wall is thia, bot sopportasd fusjds Ty & great WE of narths
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The nobility would, in all probability, and, as is
usual with Asiatics, desert their masters in the
time of trouble; and although I have no doubt
the Talpoor ehiefs would themselves, on a hos-
tile invasion, bravely perish in defence of their
snvuﬂ.'ig!ltj' and treasures, it il;:lrﬂﬂ possible
to conceive 4 MOTe 6asy, or as ns people

mﬂ, coniuest,

probability it will, from causes as uncontrollable
as those which have led to the already
extension of our empire, there is no district

would better repay the fostering care of & mild
and enlightened management than Sinde. The
people of that country and our government might
mutually congratulate each other and themselves,
on the advantages they had gained ; and while
the one was grateful for the introduction of the
free institntions and a benignant rule, the other

p-n!grm-ig-luumullﬂﬂgmmlnp. which woeild muko u hroech
diffirult. Tha e is antirely brick worky bt veey anid
e Aigure peefectly circular, of not mars than ahe hindeed yarda
tHameter. ﬁmhudr,ditthmndmddlnfthﬁhhn&
_Tow groand on the othar. Tha elreunferenes of the wall may bo
wmquﬂmd'an&lu:ithuwmmmdmmﬁ-

ing angles or putwarks. Thea Bgure of tha fort comes nearest (9
unﬂmgmhtmﬂrwmﬁdzu{ﬂummﬂudh'

long and mmerow rocky hill, steip in its duelivity overy WAg.

The eountgy surronndicg this pock s an iland farmesd iy the 8-

dis, aboat win ot eight mils broad, sml twenky oF thirty lomg,

:IE wiltivnted, sod mmnuslly inundeted by the periondical wwell.
nuw, :
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might glory in the acquisition of a valuable and
productive addition to its dominions. Agricul-
ture ‘and eommerce, which are now languid from

nce and taxation, would m:ll}r revive
and flourish under the new better order of
things; and the local advantages of the provinee,
combined with security to property and lmpartul
Justice, would invite nutﬂm from other countries,
whaose families would recruit the lost population,
and whose es, unfettered by religious bigo-
try or military tism, would have full scope,
encouragement, and reward. Then the river In-
dus, might once more become the channel of com-
munication. and of wealth, between the interior
u[j.nlnml ﬂmpmmmhuflndh, while Sinde

to vs from classic asso-
niiﬁan,ﬂdﬁm with her mi-
d to elaim 3

ﬁu uhufm“dwpmﬁtb the
hﬂhrﬁu&mhﬂ bestowed upon lle{

By the beginning of January, Meer Mourad

Ali's health bad been y re-established, but
still the Ameers showed isposition whatever
to consent to my leaving mbui and I ascer-

tained, what I had prerm suspected, that they
wished to detain me altogether. Mourad

Khan had onee or twice asked me whether I had
any objection to remain with them ; and although
I had always evaded his questions by explaining
that I was a servant of the povernment, without
whose permission I could do nothing, he had
aften reverted to the subject, and had requested



COURT OF SINDE: 151

my opinion whether Sir John Maleolm would
ree to my returning, even should I leave Hy-
derabad for the present. Wullee Mahommed
Khan now informed me that he had recommended
the Ameers to make the proposal at once to
government ; anid :lt.hnuﬁlb. they were evidentl
unwilling to gain their object in this manner,

was privately that some circumstanees
had occurred, which induced them to protract my
departure as long us possible.

‘About the end of December two vakeels ar-
rived from ShahShuja Ool Moalk, the exiled king
of Cabul, and the pensioner of our ent at
Ludiama, loaded with presonts to the Ameers,
and making a demand that the district of Shik-
arpmrlhuuldhermnrfdmhiahlnjﬂtpﬁn
proposed proceeding there in person to collect
followers, with a view to regaining his lost em-
pire. The king’s proposal was accompanied b
a threat, privately intimated through Meer Is
Shak, that if the Ameers did not immediately ae-
cede to his request, it was his intention to trans-
fer his undoubted sovereignty over Sinde to his
faithful allies the British, who, he declared, were
E:pxhgmaminhinwithmpmdmiu

is ambitious enterprises.

The whele message appeared to me from the
ﬁmmnmﬂyﬁhmﬂn on the part of the fallen
monarch ; the Ameers, although they had
courage enough to reject at once the proposal,
felt by no means easy at the appalling 1
no doubt, to their recollection many along ar-



153 VISIT TO THE

rear of subsidy unpaid, and muach barsh conduot
to the unfortunate house of Cabul to be account-
pd for. Their alarm was heightened by another
circumstance, trifling in itself, but which in their
; minds amounted to * confirmation strong,”
of combinations ngainst them. About the time
the vakeelsarrived from Ludiana, intelligence was
also received from their agent at Bahawulpoor,
that an English officer had arrived there, and had
been treated by the chief of that principality,
Bahawul Khan Dasodpootra, with great respect.
It ovcurred at once to the Ameers that he had
been sent to assist in Shah Shuja’s schemes : but,
as far as I could ascertain by the most particular
imquiries, he was a traveller unconmected with
Bmg:lwhﬁ::n.[ L et ity
o and was thus y
o the Beight daye of the ngum

- Even . M-
mrehy, the respect and obediencewhich the rulers
of Sinde paid to their lord paramount, were ex-
ceadingly remiss : and their annual tribute to his
trensury was seldom yielded till a powerful army
bad advasewmd to extort it. It is not from cha-
rocters like the Ameers that we can expect re-
verence for fallen greatness ; and accordingly the
few members of the royal family who, since the
ruin of the Douranee dynasty, have sought re-
fuge at their eapital, have been treated with un-
disguised contempt. While I wasthere, a nephew
of the king Timour Shah, passed through on his

way to Bombay, to solicit a share in the chari

which has been extended to so many of hisi
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fated relatives by the. British government. He
is the grandson of the great Ahmed Shah, but,
like most of his house, is now a wanderer with-
out a home. He was too proud to visit the dur-
bar of the Ameers; and they considered that
they had shown ﬁm hospitality enough by ﬂ;ii
ing him sev ve Bombay rupees. He
anly two nﬂnﬂ. and fnn:::d an asylam in a
mosque like & common beggar.  His distress and
disappointment were evident when he learned
that Mr. Elphinstone had left India ; and he was
so poor as to be obliged to me for assistanoe.
I gave him a letter to Caplain Walter, the As
sistant Resident, by whom he was libernlly en-
tertained at Bhodj. 4
Shortly after leaving Cutch, T had been sum-
moned as & witness to attend a general ecourt-
martial at Surat, and it was now announced to
me by letters from the prisoner, that the trial
could not proceed till I made my appearance. 1
therefore felt extremely perplexed how to act;

for I was unwilling to relinquish an s
which hal so unexpectadly oﬁrﬂim
ﬁi British influence in Sinde, ghould it be con-
idered an object ; while to the wishes of the
Ameers and their viger [ could hold oot no en-

couragement, as [ was i of the policy of
~ government, and dﬂfﬂmﬁhﬂi‘t}uf sub-
Jecting it to the necessity of an ungracious. re-
huLm:hMWmBnmhrw
suggestion. I lost no time, however, in refer-
ring the matter by an express messenger to Cuteh
brut, us the resident was absent, I could obtain no
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definitive orders without waiting for a consider-
able interval. It was necessary, without delay,
to adopt some course which would meet both

; and I accordingly resolved to pro-
pose to the Ameers to leave them for the present,
and to return after T had appeared before the
court-martial ; and, in the meantime, also to as
certain the commands of the Honourable the
Governor in Council.

The Ameers met my communication by in-
forming me, that they were making preparations
for a visit to “-nh to which they were going
in a body, to thanks at ﬂla shrine of
the famous Lal Ehah Baz, the patron saint of
mﬁn the recovery of Meer Mourad Ali's

and where lemwuhthll should
accompany them. 1 was _sorry to hmgo
-iuwnﬂnu ﬂr

wﬂthwﬁuyh press the
+nﬂ.mmqm
tll:l? Hmd,underm
on their
rﬁtnmtnﬂjﬂﬂrﬂﬂ il.ﬂlﬂmm a month or
gix or eight weeks. I censidered ﬂ]lt my ob-
Ject was now gained ; lmtlhlitulppurnnlm
mnm: daye successively, hﬂmﬂi:n.
rl-b%‘]:nm on my de-
parture for another day. At length, whanu:“
could no longer be Jth]ﬂd. fthey paid me the
compliment of asking by which route I should
like to return; and as I at onee decided on going
down the Indus, one of their state barges was
got in readiness for me, and their consin Meer
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Ghoolam Shah, the grandson of Meer Bejur
Khan, mentioned in a preceding part of this nar-
rative, was ordered, as a great mark of respect, to
aceompany me to the place of embarkation.
On the morning of the 21st January, I paid
my last visit at the durbar of the Ameers, and
the 'dﬁ"’ on both sides warahfgll;linm, not un-
mi with regret.  Their Highnesses express-
ednglmdvu mare than ever thankful: and 1
had an npgnrtunil:y of reiterating my acknow-
ledgments for the continued hospitality and re-
gpect I had experienced im $inde. 1 was aceom-
panied to the river side, a distance of about four
miles, by several of their chief officers, and
these, by my old friend Wullee Mahommed Khan,
who presented me with nwﬂ of his poetical
works at parting, and who, unknown to me, had
sent several articles which might contribute to
my convenience among my baggage. Having em-
barked at twelve o'clock on board the bout which
was prepared for me, together with some officers,
whom the Ameers had deputed to attend me, we
immediately weighed anchor, and continned a de-
lightful voyage at the rate of about three miles an
hour tillevening, when wemoored for the night near
Triccul, The barge was o large flat-bottomed
_ vessel, resembling n steam-boat in appearance;
fitted up with' the greatest attention to comfort,
and supplied, as usual, with every necessary and
luxury the country could afford, for my attend-
ants and myself®*  On the deck were erected two
o umtnes mro the prhessgme b ats of the
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wicker bungalows, one of which, destined for my
accommodation, wus as large as an officer’s tent,
and nearly of the same form, being covered with
‘eoarlet eloth, and lined inside with chintz. A
fleet of smaller boats accompanied us, having on
hoard the horses, camels, &e.

By daybreak on the 224, we again glided down
the stream, and arrived opposite Tatta at night-
fal. T had omitted to inform the Ameers of my
wish to visit that famous city ; but this, T was
resolved, should not prevent my taking advantage
of o favournble o uplpnrmmty to do so. On
the morning of the following day 1 accordingly
rode to it, a distance of about four miles from the

ﬂtﬁriﬂnwgh a woody country, and passed hur-

their horses, while 1 was engaged in a hast
glance at the different objects of interest ; and

o convey offirers of (he Qovernment from: district io-distriet.
Muost of them aro large nad roomy boats § unwieldy but safe, In
the rabins of same, the exrving is cliborste, if kept elean,
wonld be becoming. The revorse s sadly the case - mueh of this
affection for fith is inberent in the boatimen, but still mors
be attribuled o the sature of Ui
country,  The Jumics's appearanes on § Is striking ;

elumiy pariy-colouned mant the

the I:nn;tF* I.I-I.:l. ihe m;n-n mmm hﬂ.ﬁ
stamp the whole ps foreign,  The appearanee 6f this boat g s
approaches the capital, deeked out in Tor best, ia perbugps more
charactoristie of Sinde than sy oiher ohlecl 10 T fouiid in the
eosntry.  The Jumies's erew are & halky set, Tt for e,
wonderfully gool humoured.”—Lioutenant Woon's M5, Journal
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was constrained to return to the boaff having
seen only enough to excite my curiosity, without
gratifying it, and not having bad an opportunity
of conversing with a single inhabitant. T was
for a few minutes in the house erected by Mr.
Crow, fnrm:rrlr commercial agent in Sinde, a
large building in the native style, situated near
the centre of the town, from the roof of which 1
had an extensive view of the surrounding seenery.
Tatta still retaing many memorials of its ancient
The extent of ground which it covers
is immense; aod the remains of tombs and
mosquas, which are to be seen all around, wonld
almost warrant a belief in the tradition of the
people, that it was once twelve Sindian coss, or
about thirty English miles in circumferencg It
was there that I saw the only respectuble houses
in Sinde. Unlike those of Hyderabad, the build-
ings of Tatta are generally elevated, though
many of them are now ruinous and dilapidated.

On the 24th, we again pursued our voy
and this day T had an i?’ of nscertnining
the remurkable fet, ‘:E“ the Indus, about six
miles below Tatta, divides into two lorge arms,
the western of which, thnﬁh tly the
smaller at first, was represented to be, for the sea-
son, the main river, carrying its waters to the sea
by the ports of Lahoree and Darajee, and corre-
sponding in this respect with the Mehran,® de
® 4 The Tndim ie deseribinl, by all the eardy Arabis geo-

under the pame ol , whieh was o

erxphars,
dosigmatle the largo virer dsing beyoml the Himala miantsin,
i ﬁd.wﬂﬂmm.w_ﬁmw
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Major Reonell. There is nothing o
Hﬁ?ﬁmu{thni?zr‘m any of our [-u;l?nh-
maps ; although it corresponds exactly with
cripti giventwnthmdlﬂmngnhr
the Gr “ This realm,” says Arrian, * the
river.Indus incloses, in the form of the Greek
letter a, and it is much than the Egypti
province of that name. ear Patala the us
divides itself into two vast branches, both of
which bear the same name to the sea.” .65
¢. 17, 18—0ur fleet of course entered the eastern
trunk, which is termed the Sita, and 1 was land-
ed in the evening at a place bearing the same ap-
pellation, not far from Peer Putia, which was
visiblo about ten miles off, in a westerly direction.
branch of the river is said soon to
_ into severnl streams, which i
nithud:nﬁu,mra{:wm into the ocean,
chiefly at Wanyanee ; but I was told, that during
the periodical swell, I could reach Busta-bunder

ﬁ%&

se

e Ponjund. Tt bs described as scen  valley running from
this east to south-west, asd st s with tho sex, the sile
of the eity of Shaginsh, distant twe days from. Delal, i mantion-
ed by Manodi. ﬁhmﬂwﬂhhﬂlpmﬂm
Ehn Hankal, the Arabisn traveller of the 10th century, ssys—
u OF the Mehras it s wid that the soarce fa the river Jihooo ;
hmmn!&mlmlndpﬂlumlhbmhnnfmu
anil by Mansoural, and fulls into the sos on U cast slde of Dam-
tul. 'The waters of the river Mehrow are plessant and whels-
sonne § modl they say It is Tabile to tides or fux and refus, 1iko
tha Nile, ln[mﬂiwwmﬂn.* Eilrisi also re=
marks, ** THeimus ighur partem hane inliiom somere & mari Pee-
sleo, k & plagm saptentrivnali hreal ories Dabll, eam qoe
distnre ab ostio Aumints Mekran tribas sintionfbes sweque illum
in medin via, quee doclt nd Monsarn."—MS, by Jasxs Buas,
B F. G. &
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by it, and consequently the Luckput creek, or
real easternmost branch of the Ind
If this be the case, and we were to
Alexander the Great navigated the Sita, most of
the circumstances of his second voyage down the
river, so long & subject of diseussion, m be
accounted for. The lake in which he arrived
abounding with fish, may either have been the
Ruann,* or the Luekpat creek, which is ten miles
mhmﬁ sea. After passing the lake, he
made . pwyt i the coast, order-
iugqrdhma us he went. Geographers
have differed about his entering Cutch ; but sup-
M]ﬂlw mear Nurraensir, and marched,
as Dr. Vincent ealeulates, sixty miles, he must
have reached Sandan in the Ab and
through the conntry now occupied by the
of Bheyr, Jackow, and K. all of which may
be said in consequence to be classic ground. The
situation of Xylenopolis;} as laid down in the
maps of ancient geography, is nearer that of the
modern town of Luckput than Narraensir: and
if we are to believe that Alexander landed there,

£

]

* Arriin's deseription of the lake would to the Blumn,
quhd-hru-hnu.n.lnukr-ﬂ-ldmm ver. * When
'Hhﬂwihdlhn‘ﬂlhl!ﬂhuhlnlﬂwmihmﬂ
thorsof, by rame to n orrtaln lake furmed by the river, i
thhmnhmﬂq,uhr-dﬂﬁmdﬂmuﬁmiqmﬁ;-
Iblmnmﬂm#wﬂhlmhwuné
| I ¥

t“mlﬂummmumﬂhmhw#
iieres dags Lh--nqmllmiilwll.lndh;lfh_-i_l!'_ﬂ
o Twcm tn soere his tot from storme"—1, 1l €

5’ ¥ lis meats the city of woods | & most
tarm Luckjut

inly, 1o tbe present and ifs vheinity-
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and still performed a march of sixty miles, he
could not hgve procecded further than Jackow.
It i= harely possible that Pattala, instead of oe-
cupying the site of the present Tatta, and the
rums in the neighbourhood, may have been situ-
ated*where the modern town of Jerk is placed,
and, in that case, Alexander might have naviga-
ted the Pinyares brunch, which passes by Bunna,

L!iqpum', Mmrpmr, and Mugrbhee, and which

hwing a river in A and September,
'tmﬁl tlt.nr%:nvn eonveyed Eim to the Luekput
estuary. The Residency Moonshee informs me

that within the lnst twenty-six years, he and his
family embarked at Tatta, Imﬂ. inir the main

tion, than which nothing can be more uncertain ;
and they are hazarded, not only from the natural
desire which, in common with every educated in-
dividual who visits Sinde, I entertain to illustrate
the history of its clussic river, but also in the
hope that they may be useful to some futore
traveller. 1 felt & strong desire to collest a
number of facts regurding the Indus ; and during
my stay in Sinde, as well as since my retarn, 1
have examined several natives on the subject;
but all I can gather from them are accounts of
its inconstancy, and of the many and sudden
changes it has undergone, even in the short period
of their personal experience. A very intelligent
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young native of Khorassas, whom I brought with
me from Hyderabad, where he hud resided

years, in explaining to me this peculidrity of the

river, suid it was so little to be on, that
n.!lﬂ'lunemh.l:kmg' at any of the hi stations,
with the intention of ing by a particular
stream to the sen, not be certain of finding

the branch below Tatia he to navigate,
and of the existence of which he had been assured
a few days previous to the commencement of his
voyage. The banks of the river wero

low and shelving; a desoription, I believe, hi
applies to those of the Indus for many miles from
its mouth. During the whole of our pussage T
remarked few signs of cultivation, except occa-
sionally a field of mustard ; the country being a
jungle laid waste for hunting forests, or, as in the
approach towards Tatta, and on the western fide,
a desert hilly district. '

The foreguing observations on Alexander’s
route are abridged from a memoir which was at-
tached to the last edition of this work : and since”
1880 the ancient geography of the Indus has ai-
forded n theme of animated discussion to several
highly qualified individuals The result has been,
that minute investigations have been instituted
b}voiﬁcmnnth:apuhmd various dry channels
discovered in the Delta to embarrass the classical
enquirer, in addition to the marks of the capriee
of the river previously recorded.® The elaborate

i s i ity
Ry b b e g T
ahifting sands, that Asi botiomed boats enly are sufis, and seureely

L
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dissertation also of the late Captain M‘Murdo,
who devoted several years to the investigation
of the subject, and which was first published by
the Royal Asiatic Society in 1854, has, I con-
ceive, established sotisfactorily from wsuthentic
that the main stream of the Indus, up to
the desertion, in our seventh century, of the great
city of Alore, which was situated on its bank,

S

j

any others sre used ¢ Bt course I8 excessvely crooked, and, to-
wands the s, vory inconstant. By a strange torn that the river
s taken, within (lese flve and twunty years, juet abore Tatis,
that city s fung out of the angle of the inferior Delta, in which
it Rrmerly stood, on the main lund townrds the hills of Belochis-
tan. By stinther ehunge Shah Bunder is left dry, and the La-
mmw #o ek more Svoured Ly the nuuu.l.‘lht
AL in perfiectly ww ut & paint, where, a faw yoars WAk

of Labory.

alt gyun ut fow 3 this point is near the Hander
mlhﬂnr the Fver abound in the lower coontry,

Kulan-kots, the nidns of which lie four or five miles o the
south-west of Tutta, #od the inhabltents bave o distioel traddition,
which appearance conflrms, of the river ronning el amiler e
walls of that town.  The only mouih of Yha Tadis now opep to
Lngles is the voe leiding to Labory fusder."—=Caow.
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med up for many #ges by an embankment placed

acrossavalley near its commencemunt, still termed

the Alore bund, now conveys scarcely any water

except during the floods ; although, in many por-
tions of its course, it yet presents a dry channel
of great breadth, retuins the name of the

* Puran,” or ancient river. Fven in modern

times, however, as hus been already stated, and

before the erection of more recent embankments -
in the lower part of its course, this stream enter-
ed the Lu t creck nt all sensons ; and it isa

remarkable that on a partial destruction of
the Alore bund, an immenss volume of water
forced its way through its channel to the ocean,

by Luckput, so lately as 1826,

These facts render it not improbable, that as
the Indus rolled its witers to the sea, by a chan-
nel many miles to the eastward of its present
course, the Luckput estuary may have been the
great western mouth first navigated by the Greeks,
{mnicularl}' as it nearly corresponds with the en-
urgement of theembouchuredescribed by Arrian®
In this view of the case, Cutch must have been
the Pattalene, while the eastern braoch of the
Indus may have flowed into the gulf of Cuteh,
between that country and Guzerat, a conjecture
not umsupported by tradition, which speaks of
ancient seaports on the Runn, and of large quan-
tities of grain having been produced by fresh

“ v And o it now apjiroachel (e s (i st appesnl

enfatped to two hundred stadia,"—Anuias—* An -m‘ll
whih no exmputation of U stadivm, na sllowpes for 1 Dees-
Nawing of the river, ot Justify ™ — Viveesy.
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witer on II: borders. Aﬂh&[ Pattala wou]ﬂti_
require to be sought for utta, the site
which, it w from Mahommedan his
torians, was y peopled, and utterly unpro-
ductive at the time of the Arab conquest, and even
until the change in the course of the river had
m]iad that part of Sinde with water ; but it is
ess to indulge in surmises, and were any thing
"“’i’;ﬁ to prove the utter futility of speculating
on such a subject, it is ithe fact, that the great
westorn branch, below Tatta, the Mehran of
Rennell, which was described to be the main
river, when I visited Tatta in January 1828,
was scarcely knee-deep at the same season three
years afterwards, pot in existence at all
whea Mr. Heddle was collecting materials for
his usurt to Government, in the beginning of

_’_%{l preceding paragraph, I have alluded to
w means possessed by the Ameers for

ng an invasion of their territory ; and a
single e at the Indus will show the easy
into the very heart of their dominions,

which that river offers to 8 maritime power. The
state-barge, which conveyed me to Sita, although
flat-bottomed, was, in my opinion, capable of
ing really half a regiment; and during

the voyage we met with others equally capacious.

'Tbemdwﬂappdhﬁuﬂbrlhnqh-dlhmm
Lesneh is * Hagaur,” which signifies * (o destroy ;" thoagh inch
is the eopfasion of pames in Siode, that thal r}ﬂﬁ'ﬂuﬂl sl
gives o me ue eynonimons with * Bits,” or ** Ssta,” which ine
dhieates the mastern braneh.
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I am ignorant of naval tactics; but I have
doubt that armed steam-boats of small
might act with peeuliar efficacy ; and although
the shoals and currents in the stream might at
first appear an impediment, war would scarcely be
&ucla:edhgfnath&mhufmrulkm

:

through a  country to Mugrbhee, and
fmﬁmthou;hmemﬂlhvemﬁﬂ-
in the commencement of my narrative, to Luck-
pit Bunder, which I reached on the 28th of
January,

I had scarcely put my foot on the shore of
Cutch, when a letter from the Resident, of date
the 18th January, authorising me to remain in
Sinde, pending a reference to Government, Was
delivered to me; together with a note from
General Leighton, which that gentleman had
kindly written me from Surat, to say that the

b 1 had terminated

and that my evidence wis unnecessary. 1 lost
not an_bour in apprizing the Ameers of this in-
furmtilm,udaglincmuedintuﬁi.nd:nn my
return to Hyderabad ; but I had not

more than thirty miles, when hearing of Meer
Sobdar's rebellion, and of the distracted state of
mmm,IWMIﬁthh
my leters. I remained several days at Pallia,
wretched halting-place in the Runn, amid ramours
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of battles and murder, till the 13th, when T re-
ceived a message, through the agent, from the
Ameers, entreating me not to ventury forward in
the present state of affairs: and, accordingly, I
deemed it prodent to fall back to Luckpat, where
I shortly after received the orders of the Homour-
able the Governor in Council to return to Bhooj.

On learning that Government had no wish to
effect the establishment of a resident officer in
Sinde, T thought it proper to give the native
agent at Hyderabad to understand, that it was
likely T should be employed in a particular duty,
which would preclude the possibility of my ful-
filling my promise of revisiting the Ameers. This
was, no doubt, explained perfeetly to their satis
faetion, as their Highnesses have ecarried on a
them. Their letters are of the most friendly de-
ription, and ev ghow a wish on their
piirt to maintnin a understanding with me;
nor should I conceul, that T believe it is even yet
in my power to induce them agmin to invite me
te their court, aml to eonsent to my permanent
residence in their capital.

In conclusion, I must lay claim to indulgence
for the many imperfections which, I am sensible,
may be discovered in this narrative: imperfee.
tions which 1 earnestly hl;pe will rather be attri-
buted to the difficulties T have encountered in
drawing it np, than to any neglect or indifference
on my part. [ cannot but remark also, that like
all persons who undertake to write personul nar-
ratives of their proceedings; 1 have too often been
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obliged to speak of myself and conduct, in terms
which u fastidious, or, probably, a wvery correct
foeling, might condemn; but, in extennation, I
can only say, that T have been actuated by o sin-
cere desire to represent things as they really ure ;

was ahsolutely necessary to exhibit their charac-
ters and manners in a light. That mmeh
has been suppressed whi it might have been
gratifying to record, may be seen, an reference to
the letters which the native in Sinde address-
ed to the resident in Cateh, during my stay at
Hyderabad, and which have fallen into my hands
singe my Teturn to Bhooj.

Posrsomipr.—August 1830.—Since the com-
pletion of the foregoing narrative, an event
worthy of record has oceurred in Sinde, and full
realised the anticipations expressed in the
ing pages. Meer Kurm Ali Khan died of fover
in December 1828, leaving Meer Mourad Ali
Khan, now the only surviving of the four brothers
who established tﬁa Talpoor dynasty, the sole
and undisputed sovereign of the country, with a
greater degree of power vested in his single per-
son, than was ever previously shared by the family.
The deceased chief is much lamented by his de-
pendants, to whom he endeared himself kind-
ness and liberality ; and his death will no doubt
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canse o considerable revolution in the appearance
of the court, the style and dignity of which were
: incipally at his cost.
the stipulations by which Meer Sob-

dar's rebellion, in February 1828, was settled,
there was a promise sacredly given on the Koran
mﬂmr Kurm Ali Khan, that he would adopt

prinee as his heir ; but Sobdar Khan, whose
weak eharacter is known, sunk into his former
insignificance soon after the recomciliation was
concluded, and tamely permitted those who had
talcen the field in his canse to incur the vengeance
and cruelty of the chief Ameers. Tt will not
excite surprise, therefore, that on the demise of
his uncle, he wunted spirit to elaim the treasures
to which he was entitled : accordingly, Meer
Mourad Al first contrived, under some
that they should be left in deposit wi his late
trother's wives, and hmﬁ:ﬂ
them entirely to himself. posses-
sions of Meer Kurm Ali Khan, with the excep-
tion of small estates granted to the young Ameers,
have also devolved into the hands of the present
ruler, under whose vigorous sway Sinde is likely,
for some time at least, to enjoy undisturbed tran-
quillity,
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PRELIMINARY NOTICE.

Tuz following “ Sketeh of the History of Cutch
sinoe its connexinn with the British Government™
was compiled from public documents some years
ago, a5 a supplement to a short history of that
country by Captain Charles Walter, and in order
to gratify the cuiiaeity of a few friends, who ex-

ressed a strong desire to know something of the
ifenndpmumgngl' Bn;thﬂEH:-Rao. ma],]c jee,
a state prisoner in Bhooj. Not baving Captain
Wnlm}:n;?m to refer to, I have prefixed a
short outhne of the early history of Cuteh, which
cansists simply of extracts from official reports by
the Honourable Mountstuart Elphinstone, Colonel
Henry Pottinger, political resident at Bhooj, and
James Hollafd, deputy quarter-master
general of %the Bombay Army. A brief account
of Cutch and its ITnhabitants has also been insert-
od as an Introductory Chapter, although the sub-
ject has been almost exhausted by the late Cap-
tain M*Murdo and others.

The following Letter, which has reference to
I';hu Historical of Cutch, may be inserted
ere i—
* Bombay Castle, 23d dpril 1530,
(Powrricar. Deparruust, No. 526.)

Sin,—I am directed to acknowlelge the re-
ceipt of your letter, dated the 20th March, with
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copy of one from Dr. Burnes, and to request
that you will convey to that officer the thanks of
tent for the valunble sketeh of the recent
ary of Cutch which accompanied it
You will also be pleased to express to Dr.
Burnes the real satisfaction with which govern-
ment observes public officers devote their leisure
to such objects of useful research, and to acquaint
him that his clear and concise account of Cutch
will be brought to the notice of the Honourable
the Court of Directors—I have the honour to
be, &e.

(Signed) T. WiLLrameox,
Secretary to Govermment.



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER

CUTCH AND ITS INHABITANTS.

Tre principality of Cutch, which forms the north-
west frontier of the British Presidency of Bom-
bay,extends between the sixty-sighth and seventy-
second degrees of longitude east of Grmw—i:i,
and the twenty-second and twenty-fourth de.
grees of north latitude. Its extreme length does
not exceed a hundred and sixty-five miles from
east to west. Its breadth from north to south is
fifty-two miles at the widest part, and only fifteen
at the narrowest. It has the Gulf of Cuich and
the Indian Ocean to the south ; the great North-
ern Runn, which is flooded with salt water from
May to October every year, on the north-east ;
and the Koree River, or Eastern Branch of the
Indus, to the west.

The general of Cutch is barren and
uninteresting. E.:;:hﬂ villages are ruinous
and dilapidated, ng marks alike of the shoeks
of nature and the destructive powers of man. A
few fielils in their neighbourhood are cultivated,
while the remainder of the country presents Little
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wi
to the view but a rocky and sandy waste, which
in many places is wlllﬂ!(; by a show of
Water is searce, and often brackish ;
; the population is scanty, the pro-
duce of the land under eultivation is insufficient
for its support ; so that Cateh, even in the best
seasons, 18 dependent on Simde for supplies of

The climate for nine months in the year is
comparatively temperato und agreeable.  The ap-
proach of October is dreaded equally by the
pative and Furopean population as extremely
unbealthy and oppressive. The temperature in
the hot seasom often exeeeds 100 degrees ; and a
residence in the cantonment of Bhooj, during the
months of April or May, is rendered almost in-
tolerable by burricanes, which envelope the
houses in dust and sand, and from which
windows are scarcely a protection. The hot
m in these h:muﬂu also are so scorching, that

ir- effeots have been compared to the
feeling produced by ihn.li.lj-"ﬂ.ugrnmr an immense
quantity of burning grass,

The monsoon i always moderate, and some-
times fails altogether. It would almost appenr
that those seasons in which it has failed, aithough
the want of rain in a country almost entirely
dependent for water on the firmament, must ever
be attended with the greatest distress and misery
to the native population, bave been the most
favourable for the maintenance of health in the
European constitution.

T'his small territory is subdivided into districts
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amongst which may be enumerated Cutch proper,
Wagur, and the Abbrassa, oceupying respectively
the central, western, and south-eastern, portions
of the province. The capital i= Bhoaj, the seat
of the Hao or prince, and the British Canton-
ment, a large walled town containing 20,000
Tltil: mdp.ith:unthur ul:;lfmhﬂ are, Mandaree,
the principal sea-port, which is a fortified place
of great wealth and extent, possessing a popula-
tion of 50,000 inhabitants, who are entirely en-

Anjar, containing 11,000 souls, twenty-four miles
l-ﬁfm and within cight m.il::rnf'lhn Galf
of Cutch, where it hns a bunder or sen port
nameil Toonn; Moondra, a considerable town on
the coust between T'oona and Mandaree, with a
population of G000 ; and Luckput Bunder on the
enstern branch of the Indus, which has been al-
rendy deseribed in the former portion of this
Yolume. The site of the other inferior towns
mentioned in the course of the following Sketeh,
will be found on a reference to the and it is
only necessary to add, that they ml::tnmhun,
with searcely an exception, fortified places.

The wumber of inhabitants in Cutch is esti-
mated at present at 350,000, of whom one-third
are Mahommedags, and the remainder Hindoos
of various eastes.  The population was formerly
much grester, but many causes have lately ope-
rated to diminish it he famine and
which ravaged the northern parts of Guzerat,
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Kmmhniml,iap—ird Cutch of half
mature of the

ﬂunl.gnunfthﬂﬂnml.nm,
m Rllnﬂm. and. the constant wars which

were carried on by Futteh Mahommed, added
much to the evil; while, latterly, a succession of
unfavourable seasons has forced many of the
H]nuta to migrate into Sinde, or to seek for sub-
sistence in other conntries.
The natives of Cutch are stronger, stouter, and
even h:nﬂmm&r,thunthmuf estern India in
general ; and some of them, particularly the Raj-
bear marks of a superior and military caste,
& women of the higher classes are generally con-
sidered good-looking. To n casual spectator, the
" whole population appears sunk in ignorance and
apathy, but eloser observation shows that this is
n.nﬂhem Thu]lyuhmim-lhh

toadegree that and the ingenuity of
the workmen is j % The palace at
thmmiﬁlmhnfﬂwlmﬂlihm
are beautiful specimens of their skill in architec-
ture; while the gold und silver ornaments manu-
factured in Cuteh, and so well known and highly
prized by Europeans, display a taste and micety
of hand, unciqualled by any Asiatic nation, except
the Chinese. ‘lhﬂ'umsmmnljrmtylumni
mechanism which, by proper explanation and
superintendence, may not be imjtated by the gold-
smiths and carpenters at Bhooj ; and T have known
one of their gun-Jocks passed for un English one,
and firmly believed to be so.

1 do not believe that the. natives of Cutch are
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more immoral than those of Hindoostan in
ral 5 but if they are found so, it should be remem-
bered that their necessities have been greater, and
that they are but now recovering from the effects
of an unjust, cruel, and, consequently, demoraliz-
ing govrmmmll::ﬂ which continued so late as the
ear 1819, They are, for the most part, peace-
ible, obiedient, m{l well-affected to their rulers ;
while robberies und murders are seldom heard of,
except by the Meeanahs, a closs which will be
hereafter particularly mentioned.

The vse of opium and the hookah is almost
universal in the conntry, and in these the Cutchee
finds a solave for cvery distress of mind or of
body. Whether at home or abroad, the hookah
is hi= constant companion. He has recourse to
it ut every moment of leisure; and I have my-
self travelled with horsemen in the serviee of his
Highness the Rao, who, although they kept their
horses at 4 smurt pace, contrived to smoke all the
whils. In every species of nutive society in Cuteh,
the influence of opium is apparent. "The charae-
ter of the people has even ncquired a dull asd
phlegmatic cast from its effects, though it must
bt remarked, that these bear no proportion teo the
immense quantity of the drug that is used. With
the exception of an unwillingness on the part of
the opinm-caters to exert themselves, which pro-
bably arises partly from naturnl laziness, the use of
this powerful nareotic does not appear to e
the powers of the body, nor to enervate the o
to the degree that might be imagined. Visrajoe,
the Jharejah chief of whose name has been
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famous in the history of Cutch for the last sixty
ars, has, during the whale of his life, indulged

cply in opium, and has suffered so little from its
bilitating effects, that he was last year dotected
in ambitious projects against the government, and
banished to his own eastle in consequence. He
is now at the age of eighty, paralyzed by years,

but his mind is unimpaired. This ease is not a
singular one ; and, on investigation, 1 am con-
vineed it will be found in general, that the natives
do not suffer much from the use of opinm. No
doubt, however, East Indian opinm is less dele-
terious in its effects than that which is produced
in Turkey.

It is generally taken in small cups rubbed up
with water, and the quantities that are swallow-
ed would almost exceed belief, Tts stimulating
effects are sometimes very apparent. On one
oceasion, 1 had made a very fatiguing night
march with a Cutchee horseman. In the morn-
ing, after baving travelled about thirty miles, 1
was obliged to assent to his proposal of halting
for a few minutes, which he employed in sharing
a quantity of about two drachms of opium be-
tween himself and his jaded horse, The effect of
the dose was soon evident on both ; for the horse
finished a journey of forty miles with great ap-
parent facility, and the rider absolutely became
more active and intelligent,

With the exception of the Jharejah Rajpoots,
the Hindoos of Cuteh do not differ from those of
uther parts of India. The Jharejahs are the
aristocracy of the country, and are all more or
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less connected with the family of the Rao. They
trace their descent from Lacea (Goraro, a prince
who rej in Sinde a thousand four
of whxm Moor, Oner, l‘hogl,m ﬁdngi!lnnr-
abhaee, emigrated into Cuteh, on account of some
family dissensions. ‘The two last had no issue
The posterity of Moor ended in the third genera-
tion at Lacea Phoolanes, whose name i still
known und celebrated throughout this provinee.
From Oner descended the present Jam of Nu-
wanuggur, and the Rajpoot Jharejahs of Cuteh.
Hooerjoe, one of his descendanuts ﬁm];h:mﬂuﬂ
years had four sons, Khenjar, voljes,
a.yeq:f,"'ua Aleyajee. From the first of these
the Rao is lineally descended ; and all the pre-
sont Jharejuhs, with a few exceptions, who elaim
etill higher birth, derive their origin from the
ather thres®

There areabout two hundred and fifty Jharejah
chiefs in Cutch.  All of them hold their lands in
fon from the Rao, as their liege.lord, for serviees
they or their ancestors have performed, or for
relationship to his family. They are termed the
Bhyaud, or brotherhood of the Rao, and are his
hereditary advisers.  On any male child being
born in his Highness's family, a portion of the

* 1t was during tha Sih century of the Hejirs, or Hth of the
Chiristing omn that the Snde Summas migrated iito Kach ( Cutel, )
—120 years aftnrwanis, or A. D 1472, whon Mahmood
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royal domains is allotted to him and his succes-
sore.  The same principle is carried into effect in
ﬁl familics of the nobles, whose lands are subdi-
; benefit of their relations, who are
ml]!ml the Bhynud of the chief It is evident,
that this system would soon reduce the whole pro-
perty into an immense number of small portions ;
but the barbarity of their customs ha= afforded
a check to this in the inhuman practice of in-
fanticide. This, it is known, is not uncommon
among the Rajpoots of India. The Jharejahs of
Cutch trace the custom to Jarrah, one of the
posterity of Ouner, above-mentioned, from whom
they derive their name, and who first showed
the example, by putting to death seven of his
daughters, some hundred years ago. His de-
seendants, it 18 to be , huve not confined
their practice to females tmlr
The humanity of the British government since
Hil' of its eonnexion with Cuteh, has been
exerted in trying to check this horrid cus-
mm-: but the prejudices which lend to it are so
firmly rooted, and the interest of the Rajpoot fa-
milies is so0 moch identified in it= continuanee,
that I have no doubt it is still secretly carried on
in the private recesses of the Jharejah's forts,
where it is impossible to watch them. Fodeed,
the retprns farnished to the Bhooj durbar show
such an immense disproportion between  their
male and female children, that the fact can searee-
ly be disputed. ‘The infants, it is suid, are usn-
ally put to death by opinm npphed to the breast
of the mother, or are drowned in milk
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T'he Jharcjalis intermurry with the families of
other Rajpoots ; but as they are all descendid
from & common aneestor, they consider it incestu-
ous to unite themselves with the women of their
own tribe ; and to this unfortunate regulation of
their.caste may be attributed in a great degree
their ndh'::m o inl‘nnﬁ;dn Nuns and vestals
meet with no respect in Indian society ; indesd,
it is @ disgrace to a woman and her relutions
she i= not married and settled with her hushand
at an age which would be eonsidered nhddhnuh(l
in Eﬁnﬂ. . No respectable motclies can
Foumd or the neighbouring countries for
the Jharejah females ; the un-
happily is, that their preservation only leads to
shame and prostitution.

This is an evil arising from o state of soci
which the hand of Omnipotence alone can suid-
denly improve; though it is to be hopad, that,
by the continunnce of our role, and the gradual
dissemination of enlightened - opinions, it will
eventually cease. No government can do more
than ours has done to suppress infanticide ; and
the treaty of 1819 with Cutch, is a proof of
the extraordinary sacrifices which have been made
to gain this object. By a provision in that do-
cument, we engaged separately to protect the pos.
sessions of all the Jharejah chiefs, on their con-
senting to preserve their female children s thos
entering into a treaty not only with the prince of
the conntry, but alse with two or three hundred
of his e=, and thereby cementing an allisnce
from which, however detrimental to our interests,
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or ruinous to our finnnces, we can never be re-
lieved. 1t is needless almost to add, that infan-

when perpetrated, is practised so secretly
as to defy all detection.  As a proof of the pride
and eruelty of the Cutch Rajpouts, T may liere
meéntion, that at the battle of Jarrah in 17068,
they massacred all their women and children,
amounting to several thousands, to prevent their
falling into the hands of the Sindiuns *

The Jharejuhs have o tradition that, when they
first entered Cuteh, they were Mahommedans, but
that two hundred years afterwards, when the
wheole power of the country was in their hands,
they resumed the pame and customs of the Hin-
doos; und they have been considered Rajpoots
ever since. Im a l‘!ii{g'inu which admits of no

this is astonishing; but the story seems
well supported by circomstances.  They still re- -
tain many Mahommedan customs ;- tzq take
vaiths l:ruﬂym the Koran and Shastras; and
they sometimes to the one and sometimes to
the other on subjects of law and morality. 'I'hey
employ Musselman eooks, and eat from their
hands, and, to crown all, his Highness the Rao,
when he appears in publie, alternately worships
God in a Hindoo pagoda and s Mahommedan
mosque. Rao Lacea erected a temple at Bhooj
to the memory of a famous saint of Bagdad, the
Peeran Peer, nbout the middle of last century,
and his descendant, Rao Dessul, in person, lays
his oblations at the shrine generally every Fri-

* The subiject of infinticide hea boun fully et rated by Sir Alog-
andér Tarnes in the Journal of the Royal Asistic Society for 1834,
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day, which is the Mahommeidan day of prayer.
The Bhooj durbar fits out o ship aonoally at
Mandavie to convey pilgrims to Mecea, who are
fedd and supported Lri:ng the vo by the liber-
ality of the Hao; and, although this is without

of Calora in Sinde ; and more lntely Kesser Bhye,
the sistor of Rao Bharmuljee, was united to the
Nawnub of Joonaghur.

The Mahommedans of Cutch are of the same
degenerate caste as is to be found throughout the
western side of India. The only class partieu-
larly worthy of notice, ns being peculiar in habits
and customs, is the Mecanohs, who have of late
attracted attention by their plusders and depre-
dations. The Mecanahs claim the same descent
as the Jharejalis, and boast, that, while the lat-
ter became apostates to the Mohommedan ereed,
they remained steady in the faith.  Be thisas it
may, they have lost all the honour and respects-
bility of the Rajpoots, and have been, from time
immemorial, a body of outcasts and maruders,
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on all cccasions to take advantage of the
e of the state to commit their outrages.

It may excite surprise that during so many
venturies these plunderers should have been per-
mitted to remain as a scourge to Cutch; but the
question is mlﬂdﬂ;whnn wi find, that, though al-

injurious to the people, they were frequent]
ml to the governmont, unﬂe:rwhmuﬁ;lq&ﬂ:rd{
at the season of exaction and oppression, th
generilly ranged themselves, :ml: from whini’:
even they have at various times received grants
of land.  As an instance of their services, it
be mentioned, that the immense army of the
Nawaub of Ahmedabad, which invaded Cuteh in
1718, was forced to evacnate it, chiefly from all
its supplies being cut off by the Meeanahs.

The vigour of Futhherhummnd‘u OVErT-
ment required less assistance from outlaws, and as
their depredations had arisen to a height formerly
unknown, at the confosed period at which his
power commenced, one of his first measures was
to endeavour to extirpate them from Cuteh. In
this he nearly suceeeded ; but of late years, several
of them returned; and lived in villages among the
hills, peculinr to themselves, where obtained
a scanty subsistence by cultivating the fields. The
unfortunate seasons of 1523 and 1824 forced
many of them to emigrate into Sinde, where, unit-
ing with other adventurers, they formed them-
selves into bands, and made forays into Catch,
several of the villages of which they burned and
plundered.

T'he reappearance of plenty in 1825 has brought
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back many of them to their fields, which the
lenity of government now allows them to retain
unmalested 3 while the others bave either fixed
their residence in Sinde, awniting a favourable
opportunity to renew their ineursions, or have
pud the penalty of their offences against the
durbar. The bold and determined manner in
which most of the latter have met their fate at
the place of execution is worthy almost of an-
tiquity, and certainly of a better canse. e of
their chiefs, numed Oomriah, was captured by a
detachment of our troops in a skirmish in April
Last, and was after blown from the mouth
of a eannon, ing to the wsual custom of
punishment in Cutch. Though emaciated
with confinement and the pain of his wounds, he
stepped forward to meet death in this appalling
ghape, with his spirit undannted ; and after see-
ing some of his companions blown to atoms,
resolutely walked up to the instrument of his de-
struction, to which he deelined to be tied, and
placing his body to tho mumle, demanded
mission to bt his own executioner. The remnunt
of these * Children of the Mist™ still retain all
the predatory eustoms and habits of their fore-
fathers, their daring conrage and their adroitness
rendering them a constant oljeet of dread to the
ful villager; while the confidence of the in-
itants of Cutch 1= only maintained by posts of
British troops stationed at various places along
the frontier.
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Posrsomrrr—The above account was written
in 1826, when Cuteh was suffering from the de.
predations of these plunderers.  Sinee then, a
succession of good seasons, and a steady and im-
provd n?'nﬂm of administration, have altered the
aspect of affairs, and the Meeanahs are now sel-
dom heard of In 1827, the Bhooj dorbar pub-
lished a general pardon for all their past offences ;
a mﬂ:: as politic as it was merciful, and which
was ded by the happy effect of bringing back
nearly all those who had remained in Sinde, while
lately the arrangements entered into between our
government and the Ameers, have left the terri-
tories of Cutch no longer a place of refuge for

discontented traitors.
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HISTORY OF C'UTGE-

SECTION L ¥

OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY OF CUTCH BEFORE
THE BRITISH CONNEXION.

Awovur the ninth century of the Christian era, &
body of supposed Moosulmans® of the Summa
tribe emigrated from Sinde, and, under the guid-
ance of five brothers, settled in Cutch, of which

* u Extrondinary ua the fact may appear, i s siniod in the
Cutch annals, that t Summan wore originally Mahomnedans.

ﬂujmw y understond to e = branch of the Jadoo Haje
poosts, (children of the moon) descendants of Christud, sho
sitlel Anally In the desert on the dhiom of Indus, ender the
sppellation of Bhuttees and Spumichss,  The Bhotters are well

mmmm.ﬂmumm-,ml
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degrees uired the complete sovereign-
tl;r; haviag by foree or frl‘l;ld expelled, or
subjeeted to their authority, the sboriginal inha-

bitants, consisting of three distinet classes, Wi
ﬁ!ﬂll, Katties, and Wagum Chowrns.  Four or

ve generations after their settlement, the de-
scendants of the five brothers assumed the name
of Jharejah, derived from a leader of the tribe
named Jharrah, who set his descendants the ox-
ample of female infanticide, by putting to death
his seven daughters in one day,

Cuteh continued tranquil under their swuy for
many years, until the murder of H umeerjee, the
ehief of the elder branch of the tribe, by another
Jharejah, named Jam Rawul. Khengarjee, the
son of Humeerjee, on the death of his father,
fied to Alimedabad to seek the assistance of the
viceroy, who had married his sister ; and this
haﬁg readily granted, a force was sent into Cuteh
to reinstute him, as chief of the tribie, in his rights,
which had been usurped by the murderer of his
father. On the h of the vi s army,
Jam Rawul flad with his adberents to attiwar,
and founded lﬂm town of Numuggur, which i=
possessed by his descendants at the present day ;
and Khengarjee assumed the Bovervignty of Cutch
and Moorvee in Kattiwar, with the title of Rao
or Rawnl, 4. n. 1540,

From the time of Khengarjee until that of
Rahiden, 4. ., 1666, the successign mli;tmmd
according to the law of primogeniture. ragjes,
the third son of the latter ;ﬁ?;u, murdered his
elder brother, Jewajee, and the second lirother,
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Nonguljee, having died in the interim, Pragjee,
on the death of his futher in 1698, nscended the
musnud, to the prejudics of his nephews, Kianjee,
the son of Jewnjee, and Kollsjee, the son of Non-
galjee. T the former he gave the command of
Moorven in Kattiwar, which his descendants still
retiin 3 the latter retired into the Abrassa, and
took possession of the principal towns in that dis-
trict, where his desoenidants have ever sinee pos-
sessed the chief influence.  Pragjee was suceeed-
ed, in the year 1716, by his son, Goregee, n brave
and enterprizing prince, who had distinguished
himself by his courage and conduct the
lifetime of his fathér, but whose reign is not
marked by any occurrence of note: he was sue-
ceeded by his son, Hao Daisul.

Hao Duaisul ascended the throoe, a. o 1719
At no period was Cuteh so respectable as during
his rule. He not only repelled four armies de-
sputched from Ahmedabad by the emporor's de-
puty, to enforee the payment of tribute, but sent
his troops aeross the frontier, and established
military posts in Sinde, Parkhur, and Okbamun-
del, by which steps he checked the predatory
horse from the two former quarters, and piracy
at the Intter. He also took possession of various
towns and villages along the southern coast of
the Gulf of Cutch, to which he lnid claim on ae-
count of his relationship to the Hajah of Moor-
vee; and, notwithstunding: all these expensive
exertions, exclusive of many improvements he
carried on in his own territories, he died at an
advanced age, leaving a treasury well stocked
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with money. The latter ten years of his life
were embittered by the unkindness of his son, the
P'rince Lacca, who threw him into confinement,
anil also had his celebrated minister, Sett Dookurn,
assassinated.
Laeoa nssumed the supreme authority about the
1745. The character and forms of the dur-
were entirely changed by the luxurious and
extravagant splendour that were introduced dur-
ing his reign, which lasted about ten years after
the decease of his father. The advaneed posts
placed by Rao Daisul in Parkhur and Sinde wers
driven out; and his son, afterwards Rao Gore,
rose in open rebellion against him.  Either two
or three ministers were put to death during this
reign. Poonjah Sett, the son of the celebrated
Deokurn Sett, minister of Rao Daisul, was dis-
graced and dismissed ; and the Prince Gore re-
tired to, and resided at, Moondra for the last
seven years of his father's life. Forces were

sent against him, but were invariably
unsuccessful ; and although none of the neigh-
bouring powers at to invade Cutch in

Rao Lacca’s time, and his whols strength was
therefore disposable, yet it was in vain exerted
to subdue the rebellion, headed by his own son,
in the very heart of his dominions. He also
made an abortive attack on the town und fort of
Terah in the Abbrassa, the patrimony of Seom-
rajes Jharejah, in which he was beaten off, anid
obliged to return to his capital discomfited.

Un the death of Rao Lacea, his only legitimate
som, in 1760, Gore, was uminmn{y acknow-
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ledged, although his father had tried to secure
the accession for one of his numerous illegitimate
children.  Poonjal Sett, as soon as he heard of
Rao Lacea’s death, hastened to Bheoj, in the
expectation of being made minister ; but he was
treated with undisguised contempt and bostility ;
undd hearing that o plot had been formed to as-
sazsinate him, he fled to Sinde, and the situation
he had aspired to was filled by a distant relative
of his own called Jeewun Sett  Cutel was invad-
ed no less than four times by the Sindians during
this reign; and on nu:rn&ufplthm occasions, the
country wis desolatid undered, although
the invaders did not succeed in forming a per-
manent settlement. Two of the inronds were
headed by Gholam Shah Calora in person, and
two of them by his son Meean Surnfraz Khan.
The former wished to compel the Rao to give
him his sister in marriage ; bat after a treaty had
been entered into, in which this stipulation stood
asan article; it was evaded, and Gholam Shah
was glad, on his second invasion, to content him-
self with the danghter of the chief of Khauker,
whose family stood next in pretensions to the
throne.

The inability of Cuteh to withstand the power
of Sinde was clearly demonstrated by these events:
for although the engnged mercenaries from
the Nuwab of Rahidenpoor, the Jam of Nuwan-
i1 the chief of Moorvee, and others, yet even

all this foreign aid, had it not been for
Poonjah Sett, (who first instigated Gholam Shah
to the attack, but afterwards repented, and per-
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sunded bim to return to Hyderabad,) it seems
from all accounts probable that the Cutch go-
vernment would then huve been subverted. When
the Sindims retired, Poonjah Sett was made
minister ; but =oon after the Rao presented him
with his own hund with a bowl of poison, and
ardered him to drink it in his presence, merely
beeause he had recommended an adherence to the
articles of the treaty. His son Deojee Sett ac-
cepted the office of minister about three years sub-
sequent to this, and likewise met an untipely fate
by poison.

On quitting Cutch, Gholam Shah left a garri-
gon of 5000 men at Luckput Bunder, which was
then a petty town. He also procesded to build
an embankment to prevent the waters of the
Indus from fulling into the sea through the enstern

branch of that river, which olose to Luck-
mmﬂ by this unjusti act he converted a
plain, which yielded from rice cultivation

a revenye of eight lacs of cories annually to the
Bhooj durbar, into n dreary salt marsh. When
Gholam Shab died, his son Sorofraz Khan res
called his troops from Luckput, but, as before
stated, he twice after this entered Cutch with a
eonsiderable force, and devastated a great part of
the country before he quitted it.

The garrisous on the part of Cuteh in Bal-
lumba, and other places, on the northern coast of
Kattiwar, were expelled by the dependants of the
Jam about this time; and, instead of resenting
these injuries, or ot least atlempting it, the Hao
gave up his whole time and thoughts to the most
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unheard of eruelty and sensuality. He kept a
hody of negroes about his person, who allowed no
ane but the partakers of his disgusting and de-
E:vld DI‘EH to approach him. At length the

i e durbar prevailed on some of the

Mandavie i dnﬂl. and there himself
in huﬂti?;gm: palace, which, . he
never

Afier stating these facts, it is almost super-
fluous to suy, that Hao Gore was a eruel and
blood-thirsty tyrant. Exclusively of the revolt-
ing instances already detailed, he killed with his
own hand his brother Mansingjee, simply be-
canse he discovered that he had obtained the
favours of a female who had declined his visits ;
and it is estimated, that in the course of his
reign, & period of nineteen years, he sacrificed
maore than thirty ministers to his or rapatity.
He left two song, the prince iden, and Pru-
thiraj, commonly ulﬁ Bhyjee Bawa, the former
of whom succeeded him.

Hao Hahiden began to reign in 1775, at the
early age of fourteen. His mother had appoint-
el n Lohana, by name Dewichund, minister ; and
it was su from the intercourse they after-
wards carried on, that her connexion with him
had been eriminal, even during Rao Gore's lifi-
time. The young prince had been aecustomed

N
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from his infancy to hear of and =eé seenes of
bloodshed and vice; and he quickly afforded
that he was @ most apt scholur in such
mittters, and needed not the dying exhortations
of bis father to revenge his mother's infidelity on
the tribe (Lohana), to which her paramour be
longed. He very soon repliced the negroes who
Had been turned out or destroved some years be-
fore: and with their tssistance he put to death
in one day the minister Dewichund,
with his three brothers, and above two hundred
of their followers.

A DBanisn minister was next set up under the
auspives of o negro Jﬂmdn.r, named Mecray ; but
these ill-assorted authorities soon quarrelled.
Parties arranged themselves on each side; and
whilst the Rao was indulged in the inner apart-
mints with a few companiops in deeds of aban-
 doned Just and i ,mgn palace was daily

il with the blood of those who were con-

for his fuvour. Some of the most des

prerate of the negroes were bunished, and others

put out of the way by poison, which, it is even

asserted, the Rao himself mixed with their food,

to rid himself of their comtinnal importunitios;

but those who remained of this eluss had influence

cnough to obtain the Raos order to destroy the

Banian, which was done without delay in the
publie durbar,

On hearing of these procesdings, many of the
district officers affected to consider themselves
freed from all allegiance to Bhooj. Mandavie,
however, and some other important places, con-
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timued obedient to the Rao ; whae, having recently
adopted the Mussulmun religion, resolved to force
his sulijects to fullow his example, which he deter-
mined to do by destroying all the Hindoo tem-
ples and images.  This mad project he first tried
at Mandavie, whether he had gone for the express
}nlrpuut*: but  the Hr;hnum and Banians, who
wrm a | ion of the population, opposed
him, undm according to their mode of
enforcing their wishes, to commit * traga™ on
themselves. The Rao, to let them clearly com-
prehend how eareless he was of such denuncia-
tions, drew his sword and wounded five or six of
them, hefore his attendants could seize his hand.
He then gave directions that the town should be
pillaged ; an outrage which was happily pre-
vented, by the rich merchants bribing the garrison
to oppose the miscreants who had gladly hastened
to earry the Rao's orders into execution. In the
meantime, the Hao was himself in great danger
from the exasperated feelings of the inhabitants,
who attacked him and his escort, and obliged
them to make a rapid retreat to Bhooj ; where,
as @ compensation for the disappointment he had
met with, and the opposition offered to him at
Mandavie, he adopted the plan of moving about
the streets hﬂf-uwa asn ﬁ:kueriiznﬂ accompanied
a body of his negroes, who put every man
l':’l'lmn 'H'Ie};"mﬂi to denth, unless he was u.llr{n and
willing to repeat the Mahommedan creed.
It now became notorious that the oo was de-
* ¢ Traga™ comists in merificing one of thair number, hat his
hibrsoed muy rest oo the hosd of their opjressor. .
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ranged ; and after two or three attempts to place
him under restraint, in which measure his brother
Bhyjee Bawa and the ladies of the palace con-
curred, he was seized by a body of troops which
had been secretly called in from Anjar. In one
of the various unsuccessful attempts made to
gecure his person, which he constantly baffled
through the vigilance and ferocity of his negroes,
the then minister Kotares Waga, and above
three hundred people, were destroyed in cold
blood in one of the palace yards, by the Rao and
his desperate associates. From this time the Rao
was lodged in confinement; but his brother
Bhyjee Bawa being too young to assume the di-
rection of affairs, the government was conducted
by twelve commanders of mercenary troops, who
appear to have been all Mabommedans, and who
were guided by the authority of Dhosul Vain,
the principal member of their body.

v m luim was Futteh Mahommed,
a is person appears to have
been endowed with ¢ and courage.  Find-
ing the government of Dhosul Vain at once weak
and odious, he suceessfully intngued with the
troops, with the ministers by w the civil
business of the povernment was still conducted,
and with some of the Jharejahs; until, in the
year 1782, be was enabled to expel Dhosul Vain
and his colleagues, and to transfer the reins of
government into his own hands He conducted
the affairs of Cutch with firmmess and ability for
ten years, until Bhyjee Bawa, in whose name he
administered the government, became of age, and
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began to feel the hardship of his extlusion from
the regency, Hunsraj nnd the other ministers
who were dissntisfied with the predominance of
Futteh Mahommed, availed themselves of this
feeling s und seizing the opportunity of his easual
absence from the eapital, they earried off Bhyjes
to Mandavie, of which Hunsraj was at that timo
in charge. The wealth and chamcter
of Hunsraj, the junction of the other ministers,
and the popular manners of Bhyjee, joined to the
gnodness of his eause, soon drew the majority to
his ‘m‘.‘ while Fatteh Mahommed was

to Bhoaj, and to compromise his

to the administration for the possession of the
fort and dependencies of Anjar.

The death of Bhyjee, which happened in 1802,
six months after the revolution, restored the as-
cendaney of Futteh Mahommed. Hunsraj was a
merchant, and his wealth and popularity were in-
sufficient to make up for the want of knowledge
and eonfidence in military affairs.  He withdrew
to Mandavie, leaving Bhooj to be captured by Fut-
teh Mahommed, lele Luckput Hﬂ-ﬂdlf..&w
dra, Bitta, and Seesagud, with their districte, re
mainid in the hands of independent chiefs,® who,
although three of them professed Mahomme-
dunism, were all close confederates of Hunmj‘
Theso parties were rted entirely by their
mercenary troops, consisting of Arubs, Sindees,
and Mussulmans of Cuteh. The Jharejahs ap-
pear to have possessed but little weight. and to

el Ny S e ot el 1
afterwipds, was ogr of these, and alan Malik
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have taken little interest in the strugple; some
remained at their forts entirely neutral, others
gerved the contending parties for pay: and al-
the Rao's person was in the hands of
Futteh Mahommed, and Flunsraj had not even
the shadow of legitimute authority, the greater
part of the Bhyaud were entertained in his ser-
viee, or attached to his party. Futteh Mahom-
med procesded with vigour against such of these
as came within his rﬂng:]: he fomented their fa-
mily quarrels; he besieged their forts; he levied
contributions on various pretences, as well to fill
his treasury as to gratify his revenge.  His neces-
sities obliged him also to impose numerons and
severe taxesand fines on the merchants and ryots
but although thess procendings naturally ereated
general discontent, there seems to have been no
attempt to form any combination ugainst him. He
continned to govern the capital und the greater
part of the Rao's territories, and to carry on de-
ations on the possessions of hi= rivals until
is death ; and the pame of the “Jemidar™ is now
as much respected in Coteh as that of any of the
Naos, his predecessors in authority. The death
of Futteh Mahommed took place in 1813 j—it
was preceded by that of Munsraj, and shortly
followed by that of Ituo Rahiden.
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SECTION IL

FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE BRITISH CON-
NEXION, TO THE CONCLUSION OF THE TREATY
OF 1516 1

Wi have now arrived at a stage in the Histo
of Cutch when its connexion with the Bntlz
Government forms the chief part of the detail ;
and it is here necessary, before proceeding to re-
lute the consequences of the death of Futteh Ma-
hommed, to revert a little, in order to trace the
various negotiations which took place. At one
of the periods, 1801-2, when Hunsraj, the gover-
nor of Mandavie, had gained a temporary ascend-
ancy, he entreated the assistance the Hombay
Government, in the name of Rao Rahiden, for
the purpose of allaying the dissensions hetween
himself and Futteh Mahommed, which destroyed
the peace of the country: and, to obtain this
mediation, he offered tp cede Cutch to the Ho-
nourable Company, provided the capital was re.
served for the residence of the Rao, and ar

ments were made for the future support of his
Highness. During the next two years, another
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mun.l was received at Bombay to mté:idiz:h::

of British troops for the protection of Cut

wh:ghm followed also by a third a short time
after (1804), in which both Hunsraj and Futteh

i wl concurred.

But it was not the I,mhl:]r nor wish of the
British government to form any closer allinnce
with the state of Cutch than wlmt would merely
gain fur its vwn subjects, and those of its allies,
protection against the unruly dependents of the
Hao : and, aceordingly, the only agreements en-
tered into with the chieftains above-named, in
1809, were a provision for the suppression of
piracy, which had been carried on to a great ex-
tent sfrom all the northern ports; and another
forsthe seeurity of Kattiwar and Guzerat, by a

i jon that none of his Highness's troops
should eross to the eastward of the Runn or Gulf
of Cuteh. In return for these e ts, the
British government undertook to adjust the set-
tlement of some pecuniary claims mm].e by the
Bhooj durbor on the Jam or Prinee of Nuwa-
nuggur, but declined to interfers further in the
alfairs of Cutch than merely to warn the govern-
ment of Sinde against any attempt at the congquest
of that country which the Ameers had shown a

dugldtmn to effect.
arrangements, unfortunately, did not ae-

complish ﬂ:m object of the English guvernment.
The shores of Cutch continned to swarm with
pirates, who committed their I‘!Epﬂdlhnhl in the
most andacious manner, and to the interruption
of all commerce. Sewiraj, the son of Hunsraj,
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who had succeeded his father in the command of
Mandavie, encouraged these outra CONMIV-
ing at the escape of the most dnﬁgl:; ]L?&'Enﬁm;
and further added to the evil, by imposing a tax
on all vessels, not even excepti th.nufgnnh-
ed with British passes, which entered the Gulf
of Cutch. Several of the Company’s eruirers
were employed in ing these ies; hut
they, nevertheless, i to an extent,
that the Bombay government at length resolved
to send an agent to remonstrate with the Man-
davie authorities, as well as to obtain payment of
a sum of money due to the Honourable Company,
and his Highness the Guicawar, by Sewiraj
Hunsruj.

The person seldeted for this purpose was Cap-
tain Jumes M:Murdo, a gentleman whose talents
and accomplishments fully qualified him for the
difficult tnek. A considernble marine force was
placed at his disposal, and he was instructed to
collect information respecting the haunts and
strength of the pirates;—a duty which he ne
vomplished often at great personal risk, and;n;u:
manner highly satisfactory to government.
officer had bc{n buta fow days at Mandavie when
his penetration enabled him to discover that the
pirates not only received prumimntthnfhce,
but were even permitted to remain u:lg:\muhed
under the immedinte eyeof Futteh Mahommed.

A ship freighted with to a considerable
_II;':.'I;I]', Hm@h%lpﬁﬂ;ﬂ
Cabul, was plundered in the Gulf of Catch, by a
misereant numed Nackwa Hussun, who earmed
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his ill-gotten wealth to where he was al-
lowed to squander it openly in every kind of dis-
sipation.

With Sewiraj Hunsraj, who satisfied all de-
mands, Captain M*Murdo was able to come to
an amicable agreement ; Lut matter® had soarcely
been settled at Mandavie, when his attention was
strongly attracted to Futteh Mahommed, who
had now also begun to show his disregard of the
stipulation of 1809. Bodies of banditti from the
provinee of Wagur were daily permitted to eross
into Kattiwar, which they ravaged and laid waste.
A Sindee assassin of a British officer, {Captain
Phelan,) who had escaped from Nuwanuggur,
was employed in the Bhooj durbar ; the notorious
pirate, Nackwa Hussun, with many others of the
samo description, were puhhdi}' encouraged to
reside in that capital ; and, ss if all these viola-
tions of a sacred compact were insufficient, Futteh
Mahommed himself procesded to lead o force
across the Runn into Parkur, and established a
garrison at Santilpoor, & village on the Gazerat
frontier, with the avowed purpose of extending
his authority in that gquarter.

These various infringements of the treaty were
not allowed to pass without a spirited remon-
strance upon the part of Captain M<Murdo, who,
having concluded his arrangements at Mandavie,
had retired to Moorvee in Kattiwar, whenee he
reminded the Jemidar of his engagements, and
urged him to maintain them. He called on him
to make restitution of the property of Shah Darab,
who had solicited the intercession of the Bombay

-
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government, and insisted on the immediate sur-
render of the Sindee murderer, and the pirate, as
the only means of removing a most degrading sus-
picion Futteh Mahommed himself. Through
this representation the garrison at Santilpore was
withdrawn, n;minl:’innu were in progress for
the punishment of the W plunderers, &c.
when Futteh Mahommed died. Having thus
supplied the broken link, we now proceed to fol-
low the chuin of the narration.

On the death of Futteh Mohommed, the go-
vernment of Cutch devalved quietly on his two
eldest sons, Hussain and [bealim Meyans. No-
thing could be more ﬂhﬁmbﬂ% the charae-
ters of these young men. JTbrahim Meyan pos-
sessed talent, courage, and energy, with the two
last of these qualities in exvess; alth the
younger of the two, he had already an
active part in the affairs of the state ; and he had
been entrusted with the command of the impor-
tant fortress of Kunkote in Wagur, while his
brother, who was understood to be of a weak,
slow, and vacillating disposition, had been retain-
ed at Bhooj under his father’s own and di-
rection. For some years before his death, Fut-
toh Mabommed hud chiefly guided Ig the
counsels of Jugjeewan Mehtah, s Nagur Brah-
min, of fair reputation, in whose integrity he re-
posed implicit eonfidence, and to whose advice it
wis his earnest and dying request that his sons
waould pay and obedience. The nfluence,
bowever, of this individual had given great dis-
satisfaction to many of those who were connee-
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ted by the ties of blood with the Jomidar, and
had not only been the cause of much jealousy to
his soms, but had ed particularly irksome to
their mother, Ji hye,awomanof an intriguing
disposition, much under the guidancg of Mahom-
med Meyan Sotah, the soi-disant lord of Moon-
dra, one of the most turbulent characters of the
period, to whom she was nearly related. The
angry feelings of these members of his family on
this account had required all Futteh Mahommed's
decision to restriin them, and they now broke
forth with redoubled violence on his death. On
hearing of that gvent, Ibraham Meyan instantly
returned from Kunkote, nnd, under the pretence
of assembling his friends to assist at the eeremo-
nies of his father's funeral, he invited Mahom-
med M Sotah, Malik Muhommed, TDossul
Vuin, :nm Mahommedan officers, mﬁhwj.
where a Fm;{ was immedintely formed Against
Jugjeewan Mehtah, and a plan entered into for
putting him to death.

Hussain Meyan, Futteh Mahommed's eldest
som, does not appear to have been entrusted to the
full extent with the designs of these conspirators 3
either from an idea that he was partial to the in-
tended victim, or that his timid and irresolute
churncter rendered him unfit, in their estimation,
for any measure which required secrecy and de-
cision. The plot, however, was discovered by
the vigilanee of an Arab Jemidar, named Ahya,
who had obtained employment in the service of
the durbar, thmugh the patronage of J ngjeewin,
and who, on hearing of his danger, came boldly
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forwarnd, together with his countrymen, and de-
clared their united .intention of defending the
Mehtal's life and property against all atta
Matters lind reached this erisis, when Rao Ra-
hiden died ; und an event occurred, which, from
its adding refigion to the other canses of dissen-
sion, was caleulated to inflame the rage of the
parties to the uttermost.  That unhappy prinee,
who had long heen confined on account of in-
sanity, among his other wild eocentricities, had
always affected a fiery zeal for the Mahommedan
fuith, and had even lﬂmﬁ wl;]mtn:tm
personal restruint, to it by the
throughout his dominions. Latlerly, his ravings
had been entirely on the subject of religion; he
had adopted all the austerities of the most devoted
enthusiast, and had left directions that his body
should be interred in a small mosque, which he
had erceted for this particular purpose within the
precinets of the palace. A request of this nature
was too much in accordance with the religions
prejudices of Ibruhim Meyan and his Mussulman
associates 1o be received with indifference. They
lost not o moment in aring to give effect to
it in the most open and solemn manner ; and they
had made every armngement for the funeral, ac-
cording to the forms prescribed by their ereed,
when Jugjeewan Mehtah, accompanied by four
or five hundred Rajpoots, forcibly seized the
corpse, and burned T:h:ith great gfispu]l:y and cere-
maony, agreeably to the customs ndoos.
This meziug had been adopted chiefly at
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viewed the interment in the light of a
mﬁmmmwmm Meyun and his ; were
either too mueh takon by surprise, or had really
not power suflicient to prevent its completion, and
the ashes of Rao Rabiden were deposited with
those of his ancestors ; but it is almost needless to
add, that Jugjeewan Mehta's conduct was esteem-
ed by the Mahommedans as an act of atrocious
sacrilege; and while it thus exnsperated his ene-
mies to the utmost, amd unfortunately excited
against him the general feelings of a powerful and
military class of the community, it had also the
more fatal effect, as will afterwards appear, of di-
minishing his popularity with the Arabs, his re-
eont defenders.  In this state of affairs, intrigues
immediately commenceld regarding the succession
ce of iri severnl weeks. Jugj
Win:Msibta) ami the peiacipal Sharsjal hick e
elared in favour of the lawful son of
Blivjee Bawn, and nephew of the late Rao Ra-
hiden : while the ite faction resolved to
elevate Muaun Sing, the son of that prince, by a
slave girl.

Both these competitors were young, and igno.
rant of state affaire.  Either of the two would have
answered the general purposes of the Mahomme-
dan party, who merely wished to place a puppet
an the throne, that they might advance their own
luwless designs, under the cover of his name and
authority ; and Ladoba, from being the younger
and more legitimate, would in all probability have
been preferred, had not the private feelings of
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Ibrahim Meyan interfered, and fixed the vlection
on his rival. To expliain this circumstance, we
muet entor briefly into the history of Ihrahim
Meyan, About two years bofare the period at
whichwe havearrived, that young man had formed
an attachment for Kesor Bye, the sister of Maun
Sing, whe, cither from affection or ambitious mo-
tives, returned his regard, while her brother en-
couraged his stalen visits at the palace. The
intercourse between the lovers was exposed, by a
Murwarry Jemidar, named Malum Sing, to Fut-
teh Mahommed, whose conduct on this oecasion
evinced the superiority of his eharscter. A con-
nexion with the 'ynfﬂwﬂau,mﬂmﬂf
within his reach, would have added much to bis
personal - respectability, and might have been a
sure means of continuing his power to his de-
scendants ; but he disdained to purchase such an
advuntage at the expence of his duty and his re-
putation, and not only peremptorily forbade his
son's further visits at the durbar, bot foreed him
to leave the capital and remain in Wagur. On
his roturn to Bhoaj after his father's death, Thra-
him Meyan rencwed his intimacy with Kesser
Bye, at whose entreaties he ged to support
her brother's protensigns, to t]::g:'xululinn of the
lawful heir. Mah Meyan Sotah received
a bribe of 50,000 cories; and, by their united
influence, Maun Sing was raised to the throne
by the name of Rao Bharra, or Bharmuljee.
No oppusition appears to have been mude to
this election by the Fharejuhs, many of whom re-
mained in their own possessions, indifferent to
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the passing events, while the others were either
bribed to compliance, or afraid to ohject. Rauo
Bharmuljee was eighteen years of when he
ascended the throne. His previou# life had been
Eod in the gloomy monotony of the palace, and

is elevation made but little change in his situ-
ation. Exeept on occasions when he 1]::“ uir-
el to appear in public as a pageant, he his
cousin Ladoba were alike kept in strict confine-
ment, where they are said to have lived together
in terms of the closest intimacy, and sven to have
engaged in plans for the subversion of the influ-
ence of the Moandra chiefiain, who, in the name
of Hussain Meyan, soon possessed himself of all
the authority, and contrived to fill Bhooj with
his mercenary troops. All that two young princes
o situated were able to attempt, was not likely
to be effectual ; but the haughty and overbearing
conduct of Mahommed Meyan Sotah at length
had the effect of rousing the slumbering encrgies
of Huseain Meyan himself, who, disgusted at the

privately abandoned the Mussulman party, and
made overtures to that headed by Jogjeewan
Mehtah.

Meanwhile the ritish arnment had, subse.
quently to the death of Futteh Mahommed, re-
newed its application to Hussain Meyun, who, af-
ter some intions, requested an agent should
b sent to j The person selected for this
employment was Ragoba Appa, a man of com-
petent talent and experience, with whom I have
often conversed, and who was directed to adopt
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the most conciliatory demeanour in his intercourse
with the Cutch Government. On his arrival at
Bhooj, he found the parties in the state just de-
I.H.i.lnll, and by his interposition confirmed the re-
nesed friendship between the Methah and Hus
gain Meyan, both of whom he found favourable
to the object of his mission. The consequence of
Ragoba Appa’s proceedings was an invitation to
Captain M‘Murdo, who was still at Moorvee,
to visit Bhooj, and & remonstrance to Hussain
Meyan on the part of Jugjeewan Mehtah, wha,
ns yet rted by the Arabs, and now inspired
with dence by the presence of the British
declared his dubarminnih;n nﬂtnu;‘utha

in capacity till Mahommed M

Sotah was llmtmnd..?n!' Hussain Meyan mmm:i::;
up resolution to comply with the Mehtah's re
quest ; but Mahommed Meyan Sotah showed no

readiness to quit Bhooj, and eyon attempted, b
threats and entreaties, to obtain an order for'hidt
ding the approach of Captain M'Murdo, Find-
ing, however, his cfforts unsuccessful, he retired
to Moondra, in the greatest indignation and dis-
gust. Thrahim Meyan, though equally hestile
to the measures which had been adopted by his
brother and Jugjeewan Mehtah, continued to
linger at the eapital, watching the issue of events,

and sunk in a vertex of profligacy and intrigue.
Captain M*Murdo was received by the nm-
ties at Bhooj with respect, and found -lugjum
Mehtah and Hussain Meyan apparently inclined
to be on the most amj terms with the British
Government. On the subject of Santilpore, which

o
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became a matter of ion, they excused them-
selves, by declaring that considered the Cutch
Durbar had a right to troops to that place ;
the spirit of the treaty of 1809 being, us they un-
derstood it, to prevent incursions intos the terri-
tories of the Honourable Company and its allies,
among whom they did not include the Nawaob
of Rahidenpoore, to whom Santilpors belonged.
They acknowledged that Futteh Mahommed had
invited the infamous Nackwa Hussun to Bhooj
after his plundering Prince Darab’s property, but
denied the value of the effects seized ; there being,

was in the service of Mahommed M Sotah,
from whom they agreed to demand and to
d&-_urh‘m to the British Government for

o

to enable him to place the rmnumginithamnur

+n the hands of legitimate authority. .
In conformity with these proposals, which,
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though evasive in many respects, showed some

raof of n desire to obtain the favour of the

inglish Government, the Durbar applied to the
Moondra chief for the surrender of the pirate
Hussun, and Hussain Meyan marched 12th April,
withﬂﬂﬂﬂmmin‘tongr,whithu he was ae-
companied by Captain M*Muordo. Mahommed
Meyan Sotah's laconic and cavalier reply to the
application just alluded to, will demonstrate the
t of that chief, as well as his regard for
tru pirate having been actually seen in his
employment at the very time his lettor was writ-
ten—and his respect for the Government of Cuteh,
Tt was in these terms : Y ou mention the English
M*‘Murdo is arrived, let me know what hé com-
municates, The Naekwa Hussun is at Curachee.”
On the advance of the above force into Wagur,
muny of the chieftaing repaired to Hussain Meyan's
camp, and submitted to his authority. He esta-
blished garrisons at Palanswa, Rhapoor, &e. and
the provinee ostensibly returned to a state of or-
der : but, as his means were too limited to secure
an effectual and permanent tranquillity, he
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capital, Tbrahim established himself at Kun-

¥ the Belah, and oth
l:?mgmmi hhh%

I

derers
finally, be open war against his

and the Bhooj anthorities, and, together with As
carnn Sa, a troublesome and turbulent character,
with whom he had allied himself and Mahommed
M Sotah, committed extensive depredations
inﬂa-:.'ndilﬂ'iﬂt of Anjar, and foreibly took pos-
session of the town and fort of Futteh Ghud
While the eastern side of Cutch was thus a prey
to rapine and disorder, Mandavie was also the
scene of contention and bhloodshed. Dhosul Vain
and Malik Mahommed, at the instigation of the

and peaceable classes, who were reduced to beg-
gary and starvation by their manifold extortions.
The Wagur banditti, seizing the opportunity, ex-
tended their ravages both at home and abroad.
Sixty villages belonging to the Guicowar and

ishwa in Kattiwar, had now been destroyed ;
and as no effectual nni:.ns were taken to prevent
these on the British government at length
inﬁﬂaﬂmmﬂirhmps, and those of their
allies, would no longer be restrained from follow-
ing the marauders to their own haunts at Wagur;
that the Bhooj durbar would be liable to the

.
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charges of the equipment of the force to be so
employed ; and that certain instalments, due to
his Iighness, the Rao, by the Jam of Nawanug-
gur, would be applied to the indemnification of
the losses already sustained. This intimation, on
the part of the English government, added to the
suecesses of the Meondra prtymh:hwhﬂmln
M had no

mgmuﬁ! effect nm wenk and hmdwnhum
of that chief Afer some vacillation, he at
length determined to throw himself on the meroy
of his brother, to whom, the influence of
their mother, he was reconciled ; and Cutch be-
eame onee more at the disposal of men mimical
to British influence ; uprm&nfwhjch thie pro-
mige formerly made, that the pirate Hussun, who
was now a prisoner at Bhoaj, should be deliverad
up, was di ed,—the Sinde murderer was
openly retained in the serviee of Ibrahim Meyan,—
and he and his party adopted evesy means in
their power to show their indifference respecting
the claims which had been preferred.

The re-union of the brothers was a prelude toa
eruel and barbarous tragedy. Jugjeewan Meh-
tul's habits of business mﬁm‘d him at first ne-
cessary to them as a minister ; but his offences
nguinst the party mow in power had been too
grievous to be forgiven; and the former resolution
of assassinating him was soon renewed. s po-

with the Arabs had been for some time
y on the decline. Most of them, in fact,
bad incurred large private debts to him, besides
receiving considerable advances of pay from Iunul
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Jml:liamtutnfthn durbar, and they now view-
him only in the light of a creditor, from whose
impartunities they were anxious to be relieved.
Uaoder these circumstances, a confidential agent
from Ibrahim Meyan found no great difficulty in
corrupting the popular Jemidar Ahya; and the
whole Arab body finally consented to withdraw
their proteetion from Jugjeewin, in consideration
of an aequittance of all sums of money which had
been advanced to them from the public treasury,
and a present of G000 cories to each of their lead-
ing officers. These proceedings were earried on
with the most profound secrecy; and it is but
charity to suppose that Hussain Meyan was not
made acquainted with them until too late to pre-
vent their fatal effects. The ill-fated objeet of
the conspi did not entertuin the slightest sus-
picion of his danger, till the designs of his enemies
were ripe for execution, and he saw his residence
ﬁwnﬂ ttaeked by a body of
armed men, under the command of Th Meyan
in person, and Jaffeer Sotah, the brother of the
Moondra chief. The presence of two such leaders,
whom Jugjeewan had always known to be the
most inveterate of his foes, could leave not a
moment’s doubt on his mind as to the intentions
of the pesailants. In despair, thercfore, he pre-

to make the most determined resistanee,
and, ppnrhd.ltl{ his domestics, actually eon-
tinued to baffle all attempts to effect an entrance
into his house for six hours. At the end of that
period, three pieces of ordnance having been
brought to bear on the door, further defence was
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hopeless ; and he was inveigled into & capitulation
by & promise sacredly given, that he might pro-
esed to the palace of Futteh Mahommed's sons to
plead for his life. The assault had been so pro-
tracted, that [brahim Meyan had retired before
this understanding was entered into 3 but anegro
Jemidar of some importance in his numed
Lhrahim Seedee, who was mt, and in whose
honour Jugjeewan beli he conld repose con-
fidence, having volunteered to. become seurity
for the maintenance of the pledge, and even to
escort him in safety to the presence of Hussain
Meyan, the unforiunate Mehtah went out into
the street without hesitation, and aceepted s
protection. He was then conducted amidst great
unnultmdmuﬁlﬁnu,mthﬁgltnnfﬂumiﬂ
Meyan's residence, where he was appeiling to the
populace, and imploring his persecutors 1o spare
his life, when Ibrahim Meyanappeared at awin-
dow, and, scornfully taunting him grith having
tried to sell his country to the British, exultingl
ordered him to be dispatched ; a command wh
was instantly executed by Jaffeer Sotah and his
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his utter helplessness and insignificance, having
witnessed the ruin of his house, determined not
to survive it, and a few days after, caused him.
self to be buried alive, agreeably to i custom
adopted by Brahmins, of invoking the vengeance
of the Almighty upon those who have oppressed
them. The bloody work of the conspirators being
completed, the Mehtah's house was given over to
the pilhga of the soldiery, and the most valuable
part of his property was confiscated to the state,
or mther to the private use of Hussain and Ihra-
him Meyans, who took the administration of affsirs
into theirown hands, assisted by Mehtahs Wullub-
jee, and Luckmadass. Jugjeewnn Mehtah had
been muchrespected at Bhooj, and his murder, un-
der such cruel and afHlicting cirenmstances, excited
great disgust among the inhabitants, Hussain
Meyan had taken no active or open part in it
and the odium appears chiefly to have fallen on
hﬂﬂm‘h_ M, Sotuh, and E::du brother Jaf-
'r, who retired to Moondra, in to escape
the populsr indignation, as well as from a fear
that the British government would interfere.
The ferment oceasioned by these tragical events
had scarcely subsided, when Ibrahim Meyun was
a8 suddenly called to the tribunal of Heaven to
answer for his offences. He had, in cancert with
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gilenoe for the purpose. Amongst those who
presented th ves, in the hope of obtaining
notice, was Malum Sing, the Marwarry Jemidar,
formerly mentioned as having betrayed Thrahim
Meyan's intrigne with Kesser Bye to Futteh
M y and who now urged a claim of many
{aan" serviee to the durbar for preferment. Thra-
im Meyan, whose feclings towards the man may
be readily conceived, repulsed him' with scorn,
and the grossest wbuse; which the Marwurry
immediately resented, by stabbing him mortally
on the The scene that followed may be
imagined. Hussain Meyan borror-struck, and
expecting to be the next victim, rushed with
Luckmnodnes into another apartment ; but their
apprehension was soon proved to be groundless,
for the assassin was instantly eut to pieces, and
it was never discovered that he had any confede-

]

It is generally understood that Malom Sing
went to the levee expressly for the purpose of
committing the murder ; and this opinion is sup-
ported by the fact of his having carried the wea-
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parties, and who were eye-witnesses of the trans-
action, do not attribute 1t to the tion that
was given at the moment ; and Thrahim Meyan's
death may probably be referred to his having en-
gaged in an intrigue with & female connected with
the Marwarry Jemidar, whose revenge was no
doubt sharpened by the insults that were offered
to him. Ibrohim Meyan had not attained the
of twenty-five when he was assassinated.
rom his depraved habits, and total want of prin-
ciple, it is scarcely to be supposed that his
would be regretted ; but as he was a young man
of great liberality, personal bravery, and address,
and the only one of his family who inherited an
pnrﬁnnnft{e talent of his father, the old frien
the representative, however unworthy, of thei
Jemidar, and foresaw the immediate ruin of his
hmﬂulmhhmﬁﬁmxhwhq;l
of the characters of his ehildren, bad prophesied
The murder of hisbrother excited the greatest
consternation in Hussain Meyan's mind.  Unable
to distinguish between friends and enemies, he
resigned himself almost to despair, and, with the
timidity natural to his disposition, remained shut
up in his house, by the Arabs. His sus-
ions at first fell upon the Rao, whose palace he
ordered to be attacked ; and although his High-
ness solemnly protested his innocence, a body of
Arabs was permanently stationed in the durbar;
while, in order to guard aguinst future conspira-
cies, the Marwarry soldiery in Bhooj, amounting
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to two or three hundred men, were either mas-
sacred, or expelled from Cuteh.  All these events
created a great sensation throughout the country.
The gates of the capital were kept closed for many
dayz, and scarcely any communication took place
among the inhabitants, Hussain Meyan's fears
rendered him perfectly of acting with
calmness or propriety ; and the government
without any efficient head, the Arb Jemidars
m whle u.uthnn , and for a short time
state, levying for
their own mhﬂv}ﬂnﬂl.ud contributions. But-
chow, Chowbares, and Rhapoor, with several
other towns, taking advantage of the imbecility
of the government, declared their independence
of Bhooj, and even applied for the support and
tion of the British. After a time Huossain
Meyan, who had never dared to appear in publio
gince the asassination of his brothen, sent to im-
plore the assistanee of Mahommed Meyan Sotah ;
who, well aware, however, of his unpopularity,
declined visiting Bhooj ongthe plea of sickness,
but added to the troubles of the country, by di-
recting his retainers to plunder in every direction.
During this state of affuirs, the Wagur freebooters
continued their depredations, and the British go-
vernment again reminded Hussain Meyan of their
cluims. His apprehensions, and the weak-
ness of his , made him now readily
at lﬂf clunce of support ; and he
to send an lgu:iw uijm nm

Bntthnmmpndtynf'ﬂmh Meyan for



; were
now so grievously felt, that the respectable
of the community determined to be relieved m
a chief at once odious and contemptible; amil the
tide of popular opinion turned entirely in favour
of Hao Bharmuljee, who had secretly u:z;
ing on negociations with Sewiraj Flunsraj and
i Jharejahs. Deputies soon arrived from
Mandavie, expressing the readiness of the autho-
Fities there to acknowledge the Rao ; and Sewiraj
himself, with Ascaran Sa and many of the chiefs,
assembled troops in support of his cause. Hus-
sain Meyan, whom his Arab Jemidars had in vain
attempted to ingpire with courage, readily yielded
to the current ; nndwhmithmﬂnudaﬂf that
his eause was unsapported, he made a virtue of
necessity, by entering into a ise with
jee, who, om his enting to leave
Hhooj, gave him agrptnfj'qili‘."ﬂuﬂw.
Badurghnd, snd Kunkote. He was then dis-
missed with an honorary dress, and proceeded
to Anjar, whither he was accompanied by all
the Arab mercennries, none of whom the new
vernment wonld permit to remain at Bhooj.
y these measures all opposition being termi-
nated, the keys of the city were delivered, with
every formality, to Rao Bharmuljes, who ap-
pointed Sewiraj Hunsraj and Ascaran Sa his
ministers; and the country, for the present, was
restored to {|ﬂ.i.i'tnﬁﬂ.
The British government had awnited the issue
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of events at Bhooj, in the hope that a regtora-
tion of legitimate anthority would lead to an ad-
justment of their demands. They now renewed
their application to the Rao, and expressed their
willingness to receive envoys from his Highness ;
but the measures of this prince soon showed how
averse he was to the establishment of u good un-
derstanding. T'he Cuteh durbar had not hitherto
been Mmdﬁlﬁanﬁﬂad with the plunderers of
Wagur; but Bharmuljee settled the question, by
o complimenting Sirmanya, the most noto-
mnu{\{ﬁul,wiﬂli dmnglfhmmr; and he
also adopted the violent step of compelling the
agent of Captain M*‘Murdo to quit Bhooj, under
the evasive pretence that he would employ Soon-
derjes Secjes, & horse-contractor for the Honour-
able Company at Mandavie, as the mediator with
the British government.

The tranquillity of Cutch was of short dura-
tion. 'The hereditary chieftain of Kunkote sud-
denly surprised that town, and expelled Hussain
Meyan's garrison ; Sewiraj Hunsraj and Ascaran
Sa quarrelled before six weeks had elapsed, and
thu'}mrleit Bhooj to join Mahommed M
Sotah, who had raised the stundard of rebellion
at Moondra, and was collecting troops from every
quarter. 'The country was once more involted
in faction and confusion. The Rao pssembled a
fores, and moved against Moondra, which he in-
vestad, at the sametime compelling the authorities
there to listen to terms. Muhommed Meyan
Sotah engaged to surrender his town at the end
of one month, provided his Highness would im-
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medi withdraw Mnﬁﬁ:ﬂ.m proof of

* his o he deliversad brother, Jaffeer
Meyan, as a s but ipulated
had d, Juffeer M contrived to

escape to Moomdra, and assisted his brother in re-
taining that place in defiance of the durbar.

The government of Rao Bharmuljee soon be-
eame exceedingly unpopular. His muarringe,
which took place on his return from Moondra,
attracted crowds to Bhooj, who were treated by
him and his public servants with great indignity.
He evineed a strong and unaccountable aversion
to the Jharejah chiefs, many of whom had been
instrumental in restoring him to the throne; and
an unwarrantable attack he made ou the chief of
Assumbia, whose town he destroyed, and on
whose family he imposed a large fine, gave great
disgust to the whole of these noblemen. Un-
ﬁﬂl the Rao was in his own dominions, his

isters determined to raise him enemies from
abroad. A British and Guicowar force had
been ordered to reduce Joorinh in Kattiwar, and
Sewiraj Hunsraj openly supplied the rebellions
authorities of that place with assistance and am-
munition.

The easy und unexpected reduction of Jooriah
embarrassed the Cutch government much, and

¢ opened the Rao's eyes to the danger of his pro-
ceedings. He consequently determined, if pos-
sible, to make his peace, even thus late, with the
British, and to atone for his offences.  With this
view, he announced his intention of punishing the
Wagur banditti, and marched into that district
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with a formidable army. He reduced Plapswa,
Rhapoar, and Kanmeer, and likewise put to death
the notorious plunderer Sirmanya, whom he had
before. encournged and rewarded; bat it soon
beeame evident that these measures had their
origin in fear not inclination, for he did not re-
main absent from Bhooj pnger than ffteen days,
and no effectial steps were taken to prevent the
future incursions of the freebooters. It would
almost appear that Sirmanya had been killed by
chance, or contrary to the Hao's wishes, as he
dismissed his family, equally atrocious as himself,
with promises of protection.

Rao Bharmuljee's presence in Wagur suspend-
ed for a short time the operations of the banditti ;
but he had scarcely withdrawn his force, when
their depredations were renewed with redoabled
vigour. Captuin M*Murdo’s own camp was at-
tacked by them in the neighbourhood of Moorves.
In the space of a few months, one hundred and

irty-six villages in Kattiwar had been plunder-
e, thousand head of eattle had been carried
offy, and property to the amount of eight lucs of
rupees dumaged and destroyed, In addition to all
thi, an expense had been incurred by the British
and Guicowar governments of above ten lacs of
rupees in squipping troops to check these unwar-
rantable o th Forbearance had been mis-
cons _ i durbar into inability ;
and us it was now certain that the Rao either
wanted the power or the inclination to control
his unroly subjects, Captain M‘Murdo was in-
structed to make a specific demand of compensy-
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: and a. ntee against future
m,m surrender of Sir-
’s family, and satisfaction for the insults
C to the British government in having so
delayed, under frivalons pretences, to send
‘an envay to settle all disputes, as well as for the
offensive manner in which the native agent had
been forced to leave Bhooj, To these points an
explicit answer was required within a given
iod ; and in order clearly to evince the nten-
tions of the allied Furummsnu, an Army compos-
ed of British and Guicowar troops, under the
command of Colonel William East, C. B. and
Wittul Row Dewanjee, was ordered to advance
to the border of the Hunn,

Rao Bharmuljee permitted the specified period
to elapse without sendi any answir to these de-
mands, although, uﬁwnrgn:fhu.hnddmdn
letter to Captain M*M o, couched in
terms, and without any allusion to the articles in
question. In consequence of this evasion, the
combined troops crossed the Runn at Vensair, and
advanced to Wandiah, the chief of which, and
many c-ther? ilmmedhtuly threw themselves on
the mercy of the allied ments. Proposals
had prﬂ?nuzlj heen mﬁmm Mnndmrim
Moondra authorities, both of which had now
thrown off their subjection to Bharmuljee, and
with them Captain M*Murdo lost o time in en-
tering into a communication, in order to prevent
a re-union with the Durbar, He addresseda letter
to the Rao, expressing an eager desire that matters
might be amicably settled, and still begging agents

i
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to be sent for the purpose. To the principal
Jharejahs he issved proclamations caleulated to
inspire them with confidence, and explanatory of
the intention of the British Government, which,
he assured them, was resolved neither to interfere
with Lhurdmmnnmmnm w:ﬁmrbﬂm_r

ble, to obtain from the uhuh ]hrhr ntmﬁuhun
for the indignities which had been received, in-
demmifieation for p-t losses, and security against
future depredation. The most prudent measures
were taken to “‘pnrnntm]r interference with the

‘on the line of march;
ull. by the time the foree reached Butchow, the
people had recovered their confidence, and sup-
plies were readily afforded.

Meanwhile Rao Bharmuljes had taken no ef-
fectunl menns, either by assembling a foree, or b
negocintion, to prevent the advance of the Britis
army. He had hoped that some assistance wonld
be afforded him by the Ameers of bmda. I:ut
the Bombay povernment had tu]m:

hun of previounsly mﬂuﬂiﬂg its

thmagm-tm;r interference wrﬂuhanﬁ'unuf
Cutch.  As the crisis approached, he made an
lﬂmﬁmm:tnmﬂlummﬁ Sewiraj
Hunsruj, Mahommed Meyan Sotah, and some
Mhuruhnﬁwhhﬂnﬁhmed ingt him, but
without sucoess, Heul-uﬂmdﬂu

to assemble at Bhooj, but a few only tha
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cammons, and these apparently with no warlike
intentions. il

Colonel East's force advanced to Bheemasir,
within three marches of the capital and one of

iar, withont any show of opposition.  The in-
tention of Captain M‘Murdo had been to proceed
directly to Bhooj, and there to enter into such a
treaty as would meet the wishes of his iwi_rn-
ment: but this arrangement was entirely ¢ unged
from the detection of one of the most treacherous
and eowardly acts that ever was recorded. On
the arrival of the army at Bheemasir, it was dis-
covered that a large quantity of wheat, and it is
saidd arsenic, had been thrown into the tank on
which the troops chiefly depended for water § and
information was at the same time received that
ull the wells in the direction of Bhooj were poison-
el in a similar manner. Although suspicions at
first attached to Rao Bharmuljee, it was soon
ascertained that the perpotrators of this atrocity
were horsemen from Anjar, and that the more
immediate agent was Hussain Meyan. Under
these circumstances, it became clear that the army
ought not to proceed without due eaution ; and
it was necessary, as i temporary measure, to take
possession of some post that wonld secure a con-
stant eommunication with the friendly shores of
Kattiwar. Hussain Meynn was accordingly call-
ed on to permit the occupation of Aunjar, and its
tributary fort of Toond, on the sea side; by @
British garrison ; but as he objected to this pro-
posal, the force advanced, and a battery was erec-
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ted agminst Anjar, which did not surrender nntil
a breach had been rendered practicable. . Hussain
AMleyan was allowed to remuin unpunished, and
las sinee lived in l]':!ﬂllﬁt?' ut Moorves, chiefly
on the charity of the Bhooj dorbar.

On the reduction of Anjar, which was im-
medintely followed by thut of Toona, Captain

M*Murdo again nddressed the Rao, i
the eause and necessity of the measures w
bien adopted, ing him that the forts would

only be held in trust till an accommodation should
be concluded, and again urging him to send agents
for the settlement of all disputes. On the day
after the surrender of the towns, Mahommed

Sotah made his submission in person at
the Hritish camp, and letters were received from
the Ruo, and Sewiraj Munsraj, of a concilistory
mature,

Under the impression that Bharmuljee’s oceu-
pation of the throne was considered an nsurpa-
tion by the chiefs and inhabitants, as well, per-
haps, a= from some regard to the rights of legiti-
macy, Captain M*Murdo had been in to
ascortain the feelings of the Jharejahs towards
Ladoba, and if these were favonrable, to enter
into a treaty with that prince, as the lawiul Rao
of Cutch. No disposition unfavourable to Bhar-
muljeo was however evinced in any quarter, and
it esnsequently only remained to commence the
necessary negociations with him. -

It was ouly on the arrival of the British
at Lackoond, within a fow miles of the
that agents arrived from Bhooj, expresing the
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willingness of their master to agEe to the pro-
posed terms. The Rao then delivered a bond,
with the security of the principal Jharejuhs for
twenty laes of rupees, in payment of all demands,
besides o promise of two lacs of cories as a yearly
tributes and, after several negociations, & treaty
of amity and alliance was concluded between the
governments, of which the principal articles, in-
dependently of the compensation for past, and
security against future depredations, on the part
of thie durbar, were an engagement on our part
to reduce Wagur, &c. to the subjection of the
Rao, and the cession of the ity and district of
Anjar to the British government, in virtue of
whieh, Captain M*‘Murdo remained at that place
as eollector and pulitiwlulidrmt-i.nﬂnluh-
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SECTION 1IL

FROM THE CONCLUSION OF THE TREATY OF 1816,
TO THE CONCLUSION OF THE TREATY OF 1819,

Tre terms of the new were highly advan.
tageons to the Rao Bharmulj His tide to the
throne, however dubious, was now acknowledged
by the only power in India which eould give it
uubil.itE: ﬁftgm' was reduced under subjection
by the British troops in the course of a few weeks:
and a yearly assessment, in his name, as lord
aramount, was laid on its chiefs, at the rate of
cories for every plo The refracto
authorities of M 1e, Moondra,
Butchao, &c. seeing the aspect of affsirs, at once
submitted s and Bharmuljee found his country,
flfi:n:E ﬁmﬁT&aﬂﬁ“ open faction, and
in undi sovereignty.
Of the twenty lacs of rupees, claimed in name
of mdemnification and expenses, the British go-
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surprised and delighted the Rao, who found no
reat dificulty in rising the remuining halanee
ﬁm on his refractory chieftaing, nnd demands,
under the title tf voluntary contributions, from
those who had long :::l]ui:-d the revenues of the
eountry.  Mahomm feyan Sotah was the
only oneof these who declared his inability to
afford pecuninry assistance; but the Bhooj go-
vernment eventually found means to obtain from
him nearly six lues of cories. _
Tranquillity being thus restored in Cuteh, the
British troops, with the exception of u small gar-
rison stationed at Anjar, evacuated the eountry ;
and the'durbar was left free toadopt its own mea-
gurcs. Luekmadass Wullubjee, already spoken
of ns the confederate of Hussain Meyan, became
minister, with the assistance of Nuthoo Melitih 3
and the military advisers of the Ruo were Jhare-
julis Nonghuljee of Yinjan, and P jee of Kotree,
None of these men were fam:ﬁ]y inclined to
the British interests, nor could much confidence
be reposed in them. Luckmadass, a proud and
parrow-minded Brahmin, though n*man of tulent,
had been accused as an accesary in the murder
of Jugjeewan Mehtah, and Jharejuh Pragjee was
known to be faithless and treacherous. %::kﬂ]r
for Bharmuljoe, however, he found an ahle and
sincere adviser in his sister Kesser Bhye, & young
laudy who possessud considerahle ability, and whe,
fur # time, was able to guide his conduet, by the
maxims of prudence and moderation.
The British ingerference in Cuteh bad given
great offence, and occasioned munch apprehension
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to the Ameers of Sinde, whose jealousy and fears
were not allayed by the repeated explanations
they had received from Bombay. They immedi-
ately dnujntuhud messengers Lo j, vstensibly
to negociate the payment of a sum of money due
ut Hyderabad, by,a merchant of Luckput, but, in
reality, to intrigue with the Hao; and
ihe circumstance of our having sent a force into
Cutch, in the most exaggerated light to their so-
vereign lord Mahmood Shah, the king of Cabal,
whom they entreated to remonstrate with the su-
preme government of India. Intelligence was
soon after received at Bombay of preparations for
the asembiage of a force at Shikarpoor; and
various rumours were afloat of the march of the
Afighaun army towards Sinde. But the Sindian
ambassadors, on their arrival at Bhooj, soon di-
vulged their real object. They represented to
the durbar the danger of forming a connexion with
neighbours so powerful as the British ; and they
even went so far as to insinuate that, in case of
necessity, the army of the Ameers was at the dis-
Rao Bharmuljec. No means were left
untried to break up the alliance ; but the Cutch
government, fortunately for itzelf, and whatever
may have been its real eelings, was proof against
thné.puhmhhunl, and the vakeels returned to
Hyderadad without having gained any apparent
0

The mission from Sinde, however, to the Bhooj
durbar was soon fullowed by a remonstrance from
the king of Cabul himself to the governor-gene-
ral of India ; in which, after Bxpressing his con-
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viction, that the invasion of the Rao's territories
was unsanctioned by his lordship, his Majesty
peeeds to claim for himself the sovereignty of
utch, and to require the renunciation of all in-
tarference with that country as a component por-
tion of the Afghaun dominiogs. A letter from
the vizier Futteh Khan Barukzye, which sccom-
jed the king's communication, was still more
explicit. It stated, that * news at this time has
been brought to the royal feet, that some Ferin-
pees of the English tribe, having more boldness
than discretion, have shown a disposition to create
disturbance, and have extended the hand of en-
croachmont to the country of Cuteh, which is the
trontier distriot of the royal dominions. On hear-
ing of this, the mind of his majesty was disturb-
with anger, and his royal mandate was issued,
:h{tt hm:hnnl:‘h&dimhedmalhhnm
the provinces ¢ kingdom, enjoining them
to be prepared, and to expect the receipt of fur-
ther orders” ‘The vizier proceeds to say, that,
“ if the people in question should net be restrain-
wd, and if intelligence of a similar ocourrence
should sgain reach the king, that two lacs of
Douranies and Elats, four dustahs of Emacks and
Tymoorias, Huzarahs as numerous as ants and

the tribes of Ghiljes, snd Andarees,
m:nd Makoos, and Khoukhanies, and
Kohistanies ; the armies composed of the Khus-
selbashees, and Moghuls, and Kanwaries, and
Toorkalans, and Shurnwaries Husmud Khatick,
amd the Bungoes great and small, and the Daco-
dyes, and the Robaus, and the Mahmoodzyes,
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and the Yoozafzyes both of the hills and of the
plains, and the men of Hm;n and Aman, and
the Nuwab Suboolund . ruler of Kuteh
Walliah, and the governor of the Derahs, and of
Muooltan, and the army of Beloches, Burohooe,
and Muzara, mdﬂgﬂnnod]}uwhh,ﬁm
rood Dowlak, with BalnrhemE, a train

of the Murquis of Hastings, who considered it, or,
at all events, determined to treat the whole as for-
gery. His Lordship addressed a friendly reply
to the vizier, in which be declared his conviction
that the communications from Cabul were the
fabrication of persons ill-disposed to both states,
who sought to embroil them with a view to ob-
tain some benefit to themselves ; reminded him
that Cuteh had never at any time formed part of
the ‘dominions of the Afighaun monarchy ; and
shortly explained the object of the British inter-
ference ; adding, that he necessarily believed the
letter fictitious, since he was too well apprized of
the knowledge, experience, and ity of Futteh
Khan, to imagine that he cunceive the
Dritish Government would for & moment be in-
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fupnced by any di of force, and that his in-

was too enk nok to know, that

ough it does not misuse its strength by wan-

ngm its neighbours, it has never

been without destroying those who un-
juul{l assuiled it

The state of affairs in Cabul was, however,
somewhat changed before his lordship's reply
reached that kingdom, and the messenger whao
conveyed it, after having been detained several
weeks as a prisoner, by a detachment of Rumject
Sing's army, overtook the vizierat Peshavur ready
to take the field against the Sikhs, whe WEre
threatening the frontier at Attock. Futted Khan,
with that sdroitness which native diplomatists
Emﬂy display, immediately resolved to turn

letter to aeccount, and with the view of im-
his enemies with sentiments favourable
to his own interests, ordered a salute to be fired
on its reception; at the same time proclaiming
aloud through his camp that despatches had been
received from the friend of the Cabul government,
the Governor-General of Indin.

To the Marquis of Hastings the vizier replied
in the most hyperbolical terms of oriental meta-
phor ; assuring Captain M*Murdo, who had been
the medium of communication, that * the sweet
and delicious perfume of his lordship’s rese-scenl-
od lotter had ascended, with the most exquisite
sensations, to the innermost recesses of his brain ;"
and that, from the moment he had perused it, Le
fult the excess of his regard for the British govern-
ment, between which, and the state of Cabul, he
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trusted thit the % carpet of friendship would ever
bo spread in the palace of affection.”  He desired
the couriar to iform the British agent, that, in
the jon of his operations against the
Sikhs, he not only did not expect an enemy in
the English, but looked for their support 3 thiat
in due time he meant to bri .E:ﬂlem.itl?mw
state of dependence on Cabul: (that, if they
had really any views towards thot ¥, he
would readily enter into them, and afford his as
sistance. 'T'o complete the farce, he irnrnl

ro-
wdmmﬂh hmirh?;n
ived at Caleutta, and declared, that he could

ﬂmu;jn them by ing, that a Sin-
imn agent procured ibery, impressions
of his own and other uﬂini:{mh,&wmnﬁﬁth]m

secretary who had been left at the capital of
Cabul.

The Cutch government had, in the meantime,
betruyed its utter unworthiness of the confidence
and liberality of the Dritish. Strange as it may
seem, even the releasing it from a hond of so
many lnes of rupees, excited the suspicion of its
members : and the effects of the Sindian 'mt?-us
were soan visible, The increased power of the
Rao only served to swell his arrogance and pride.

sne an oocasonal absence of the resident, the
durhar determined to seize on the port of Toonas
and for this purpose, the Arab mercenaries were
recruited at Bhooj, in express opposition to the
articles of the late treaty. But these treacherous
designs were crushed in their birth by the vigil-
ance and decision of Captain MMurdo, who
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called in the assistance of some troops from Oka-
mundel, on the Kattiwar side of the gulf, and
muﬁuhﬁnﬂinHﬁdeMnfﬁrmly
raised levies. Hidmmﬂn,nﬁqugmtflﬂ!uf

much indifference was to every -
emanating from the British government. The
Khosas, a predatory tribe inhabiting the desert to
the north of Cutch, had at this period
their maranding inoursions ; but nothing could
induce the Rao to defend his own territorzes from
these freebooters, much less to enter into any
arrangement for the Irmtwtiunnfthmufhn
allies.
Evil and ungrateful as was this disposition on
the part of the durbar, matters f:dnl.ﬂy became
ch worse. Luckmadass and his party, though

and selected, as the associates of his pleasures,
men of the meanest and most depraved charac-
ters, whose interest and object it appears to have
been to instil into his mind constant m!Piniauﬂf
his new allies, and of their representative,

tnin M‘Murdo. Among these, as particularly
worthy of execration, we may here mention
Mohunjee Tuckkur, a wretch, who may with
justice be called the evil genius of Hao Bbar-
muljee, and to whom all the subsequent misfor-
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tunes of that unhappy prince are mainly to be
attributed.

The consequence of all this was soon apparent.
The :whuhguwlr fell into the hands of the Rao's

from the merchants and other persons of pro-
perty ; and when this resource failed, every spe-
cies of extortion was practised. The revenues
for eight monthe in advance were seized from the
enltivators of the soil, and twenty lacs of cories
were exacted in fines from the household officers
amlmnnngunufthedhtﬁnh,mhdinipundin
the grossest debauchery. Bharmuljee himself was
almost never seen outside his apariments ; he paid
a0 attention whatever to business, and daily be-
came more odious to his people. He debauched
the daughter of Futteh Mahommed, in revenge,
as he declared, for Ibrahim Meyan's similar con-
duct to his sister; and women of all classes were
pubﬁd;d:dhthumh,hhdnggedmthn

and there despoiled of their ornaments and
their virtue. No man possessed of any wealth
was safe in the country. 'The Jharejahs, with
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having now lost both their grn]!rl'[ amil power,
mr.uftbﬁ the in it Captuin M*Murdao,
as the only means of suving their lives. That
officer was not by his instructions authorized w0
initerfere; but, through his influence, he was en-
abled to obtain the appointment, as 3 member of
the administration, of Ruttunsi Jetta, the nephew
of Soomdurjee Secjee, long a faithful and meri-
torious servant of the East limiin Company, in the
hope that his talents and conviliatory manners
might gain him such an ascendaney over Bhar-
muljee, as gradually to withdraw him from his

evil habits and pssociates.
The d;uid:«nt‘a m :lijlunru wrr:i dg:’c;ad to the
same ohject, but prov itless 3 mor
uttunsi M ever obtain sufficient
influence to secure S0 desirable nn end. The Rao's
habits aud their disastrous effects’ be-

in @ crime W :

humanity had boen discarded and forgotten. La-
(dobn, the unfortunate son of Bhyjee Bawn, since
the elevation of his cousin to the throne, had re-
muined us a kind of staté’ prisoner in the durbars;
where, however, he was not rigidly guarded, but
even froquently admitted as a companion at the
Jebanched orgies of the Rao. His Highness and
he had passed an evening together in drinking,
and parted at a late hour with mutual professions
of friendships yet five minutes had scarcely elaps-
od before Ladoba was attacked by some armed
men, in pusging through one of the courts of the
Palace, and brutally assassinated.
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The Rao attempted for o time to deny his par
ticipation in this eruel and treacherous transaction,
which he declared to have been an unauthorized
net of his guards, and even dissembled so far as
to seige & musket and threaten to shoot the prin-
cipal assassin: but it was soon discovered that
the murder had been committed by his “f;:
orders, issued at the moment Ladoba left hi
and that he had himself witnessed it from a win-
dow. No punishment was inflicted on the per-
[mtrﬂoﬂn?::ﬂnﬂwity; and the chief of these,
an Arab Jamidar, pamed Abdoel Kareem, was
not only not removed from his situntion, but was
promoted in rank, and roceived many additional
marks of his master's favour. Three months had
not elapsed, however, before the hand of justice
avertoolk this miscreant ; for, a cow having been
killed in the streets of Bhouj, by a soldier under
his command, whom he attempted to shield from
the punishment due to such an outrage on the
prejudices of the Hindoos, he was put to death,
together with the offender, by order of the Rao.

‘I'he murder of Ladoba was an act of wanton
and uncalled-for tyranny. No provocation bnd
been given on his part, nor could his claims to the
throne, mow laid aside and forgotten, interfere
with the Raes possession of it, sanctioned as it
was by the solemn decision of the Jharejah bro-
therhood, and the countenance of the British
government. , We might in charity b inclined to
attribute the assassination to frenzy
from intoxication, did it not from Bhar-
muljes’s subssquent conduek Whu mind was
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the prey of suspicion, however unjust o
mm his eruclty to I.mingu‘s t';
ﬂnﬂiuﬂimﬁﬁl murder of lhis

This harbarous procesding on the part of the
Rao occasioned much disgust in Cutch. Many
of the Jharcjah chiefs began now, when too late,
to regret their indifference to the better-founded
claims of Ladoba to the throne; most of them
loudly expressed their abhorrence of his-murder;
and o feud broke out between the chieftains of
Vinjan and Sandan in the Abbrassa, which may
be traced to that cause. Bharmuljee’s hatred
against the Bhyauds had not been diminished by
recent events, and he readily seized the oppor-
tunity of taking a part in the quarrel, and of levy-
mmﬁumsmﬂ.u; an act of oppression,

ich, as will afterwards appear, was & main

reason of his losing his throne.
Thhmlliguunﬂhmnuhmhud Bom-

bay, together with an affecting from the

father of the widow of the prinee, a

chief in Kattiwar, who lived under the pro-
tection of the British government, and who im-
plored it, by every '];Iﬁnuiplu of mercy and justice.
to remonstrate with the Rao. He stated, that
his daughter, now seven months advanced in
. had been placed in strict confinement

at ',uﬂmtrmtﬂiﬂmtaheuhnuuhm-
moved that city, and delivered over 1o his
own protection; representing, as in additional
reasen for this measure, that two chiliren, former-
ly born to Ladoba, had been put to death, on the
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plea of ther Mi%hﬂlﬁ and that no other fato
could be looked for to the expected infant and its
unfortunate mother. ions were in con-

with him to seeure so charituble a purpose.

This representation was viewed by Hao Bhar-
muljee with the greatest jealousy and distrust
He declared that the question was one entirely
of i domestic oature, such as could admit of ao
foreign interforence ; and plainly intimated, that
the further mention of it would lead to an epen
rupture.  He immediately recalled his army from
the Abbrassa, where it was still employed ; aug-
mentesd his troops in other quarters; and pro-
eveded to make preparations of a nature quite at
variance with the vonduct of u friendly and paci-

ﬁﬂll-:fﬁ Thnqufhnﬂd:mndingmm

tion of Anjar on all sums being paid, was agitated

in the durbar ; unduphu.:!:::";ﬁ-ﬂ to #ur-
Q
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prise that town, by introducing a bu&%' of armed
men in a number of grass carte.  The native
British agent at j was treated in a manner
little short of + and every thing showed
that the Rao wanted the ability, rather than the
inclination, to proceed to open hostility.

"The levies which had been collected were chief-
ly sent into Wagur, under the pretence of pun-
ishing the Khosas ; but enough had been seen of
the Rao's disposition, to induce the resident to
eall for reinforcements to the garrison of Amnjar.
A British regiment accordingly crossed the Runn
from Guzerat ; and application was mnde to the
dirrbar for assistance in the way of supplies dur-
ing its march. This request was not only re-
fused, but the Rao ordered his troops under arms,
prepared twenty-five pieces of field-artillery, and
erqumwm-ﬂm

treaty of some one rems ing friend to his in-
terests. On the approach of the battalion to An-
jur, he stationed a body of troops ten miles in ad-
vanee of Bhooj, and obstructed all communici-
tion between the two cities; but these were with-
drawn a few days after on the remonstrance of
the resident, through the influence of Hut-
tunsi.

Meanwhile the conduct of Rao Bharmuoljee
appeared in a different light to the conrt of Hy-
Jdorabad : and that extraordinary government, on
hearing of the murder of Ladoba, sent an ani-
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bassador to Bhooj to condale with him on the
death of his cousin ; to expatiate on the friendly
disposition of the atnm. and to offer him aid
against any of the Jharejah effiefs who might prove
refractory. Engurmﬂl reports had  resched
Sinde of the domestic disturbanees in Cuteh ; and
thuqughnmﬁumlﬁﬂrmthnﬂnwuﬂ

again request the assistance of the English, de-
tﬂnnlnﬂi,lfpﬁﬂbl&.hkﬂql thess, their constant
object of dread, ntldmtunuej’}!{nﬁrmgtham

£ EnVoy Was re-
zmwﬂwm but the
durbar declined the essistance of the Ameers,

purchased, as it is now believed it must have been,
by the cession of the fortress of Luckput Bunder,
on the eastern braosch of the Indus, which, from
its vicinity to their own frontier, had long been
a desirable object of acquisition to the Sindinns,
The Ruo continued his reckless course of ty-
ranny anid dissipation.  Excluding himself from
the society of all except the dissolute companions
of his pIm.eurm, he was alike indifferent to the
stings of conscience, and the sufferings of his sub-
jects. A glimpse into the interior of the palace
ut this period is afforded by a letter which the
widow of Ladoba contrived to send to her friends
through the medium of a slave girl 5 and in which
she describes Rao Bharmuoljee as having deter-
mined to violate her person, and murder her in-
fant. The latter was saved LhmE: the eatres-
ties of the minister Luckmadass, but the fate of
the unfortuniate mother has never been properly
ascertnined. Cutch was now fallen into as miser-
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bl state akit had hoen in during the worst time=

rebellion and faction were only prevented by a
dread of incurring the vengeance of the British
Government, to which the Rao's hatred and dis-
like daily increased ; and he was so infatuated,
as to allow these feelings to evince themselves
on every occasion. He never spoke of Captain
A ‘Murdo but in terms of the grossest abuse
and, whenever intoxication mppﬁuﬂ him with
ufficient cournge or candour, his designs against
Anpjar were loudly boasted of His actions,
moreover, in some measure, kept pace with his
declarations.. He put an end to the trade of the
merchants of Anjar, by laying such duties on the
eotton bought by them withm his territories, as
mmdﬂlthnpuﬁHBFuthnm it to

sident. He had before taken various opportuni-
ties to entreat the Rao to discard his profligate
habits and advisers. He now, with a degree of
courage and decision equally creditable,—at &
time, too, when every thing forboded treachery,
and when he had been privately inrimﬂ. of in-
tentions to murder him,—paid a visit to the ca-
pital, and personally warped Bharmuljee of the
dunger and folly of his conduet, and of its inevi-
table consequences. The particulars of Captain
MMurdo's interviews at the durbar have been
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related to me by the late Major Noble, an officer
who accompanied him; and 1 have since been
ahle to learn the real intentions of the Rao from
fnmnsuminhhwrdu. All apcounts coneur
n stating, that he had given his consent to Tuk-
ljurMoh“&mﬂmf;: the m:ltlllﬁml of the resi-
ent ; and that it was when that gentleman
a b in the &urwm his resolution hap-
il ed him, and the projected ity wis
Eﬂ‘sntamlnﬂ»d‘ No huwwe:mvu
to him or his suite on their visits to the durbar;
on the contrary, they were jostled hﬁthetruupu
and nttendants as they passed through the courts
w; their salutations were not even
rned ; and the populace appear to have been

instructed, or, at all events, permitted, to assail
them with ribaldry and abuse. T'he Rao him-
self was found infoxicated on every occasion of
Captain  M‘Murdo's waiting upon him. He
showed himself indifferent to every pro
which was made to him, and contented himself
with fatly denying ever having given cause of
aoffence. To a proposition to reduce the
agreeably to an article in the treaty, he turned &
deaf ear; and the resident left Bhooj without
having gained any one object.

Discontent and anarchy had now reached their
height in this devoted provinee. Nutthoo Matha
and others of the ministers flad, ns the only means
of saving their lives; and Luckmadass and his
party became mﬁrd;ﬁrmbhmthﬂiuﬂﬂﬂ- y
tion of the British influence. "The Rao's inter-
ference with Sandan, and an attempt be made to
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impose a tribute on the Jharejah chiefs as a body,
gave great dissatisfaction to the Bhyauds, who
addressed o letter to the Bombay t, in
which they set forth, that they had never been in
the habit of muking pecuniary payments, and en-
treated assistanee, in the event of the durbar's
attempting to enforce its umnjust claims ; finally,
they declared their conviction, that the interposi-
tion of British authority was absolutely necessary
for a thorough reformation in the affuirs of Cuteh.
The Bombay government did not consider itsell
called on to interfere in a quarrel between the
Jharcjahs and their sovereign, whose claim to the
erown they themselves had so recently acknow-
ledged ; nor did it wish to take any decided moa-
mﬂhﬂm‘sm&mmldhmnhn
to render actual hostility inevitable. "This soon
oceurred ; &rﬂhnmu& who had been dail
becoming more und more infatuated, at
formed the resolution of attacking, by rise,
the town of Anjar, over mnuftha.mngr:
attached to w he had previously tried to
assume an unwarrantahble Eﬁm» of authority.
With this view, he summoned all persons hold-
ing lands of the durbar, by military tenure, in-
cluding Meeanabs to Bhooj: and marched to
Lackhoond with five thousand men, and oleven
pieces of cannon. Before adopting this step, he
had, partly by promises of future forbearance to-
wards them, and partly by intimidation, induced
several of the Jharejahs to aecompuny his army
with their quotas of troops, or & portion of them.
The Rao attempted to disgwise his real de-
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signs, by intimating to the resident his intention
to move into Wagur to punish his refractory. sub-
jeets in that province ; thoagh this pretence was
of itself rendered glaringly improbable, from his
having just previonsly all his garrizons
from that quarter, Preparations being made at

adopt another mode of insulting the British go-
vernment, and of showing his disregard of the
treaty he had entered into. He suddenly march-
el agninst Arrysier, o town in the castern ex-
tremity of Cutch, the chief of which was then
residing at Anjar, under the protection of the
resident, and engaged throngh his mediation in
the amicable settloment of some disputes between
himself and the durbar. Captain M*Murde re-
mounstrated in the most forcible manuer with the
Rao on the injustice of his conduct; reminded
him that the Honourable Company had beeome,
in virtue of the treaty, the mediator between him
and the Wagur Zumeendars—that Killian Sing,
the chief of Arrysier, had been called to Anjar, at
his Highness's own request, to adjust all differ-
ences; and ended his communication in. these
words :—* Should you be determined in destroy-
ing Arrysier, be guided by your own pleasure ;
but in so doing, will be no distinction from
entirely throwing off all connexion with the
British government.”

This intimntion passed unheeded by the Hao,
who, contrary to every advice except that of Tuk-
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: Arrysier; and it was only
after the expiration of two months, when he foumd
-thlthtﬁkdyhhﬂauﬂhinmmpu, that he
again thought of adopting a concilintory tone to-
wards Captain MMurdo. He then aiddressed u
letter to that officer, filled with general expres-
cions of friendship towards himself and his go-
vernment, without referring in any way to the
communications made to him regarding his Iate

ing= ; but this step, could it at any time
have been effectual, was now too Inte: for the
treaty between the governments had in the inte-
rim been suspended; and the Marquis of Hastings
had proclaimed Rao Bharmuljee a public enemy,
and had given instructions to W'm the ex-

war o

of against him. of his
Lardship had been to effect the of
mmhcwh.dwhmmtha
with the British power in India, fixed
by the treaty of 1816: as it was hopeless to
expect this from n of Rao Bharmuljee’s

vept the spontaneous and long proffered co-oper-
ation of the Jharejahs for his dethronement, as
well as to request that body of noblemen to elevate
to the musaud whomsoever they considered the
lawful heir to that dignity. To give full effect
to these instructions, a Dritish army was forth-
with assembled, under the command of Sir Wil-
liam Grant Keir, at Anjar, where it was joined
by Visrajee, the two Pragjees, Aliyajee, and My-
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aminyee, the live principal Jhorejah chiefs in
Cuteh, who expressed their readiness l:;m:l anxiety
to co-operate in the measures to be adopted.

The Rao, who had during this interval entered
into. a eompromise with the chief of Arrysier,
quickly retarned to Bhooj, where he was seized
with 3 violent illness. He was consaquently un-
able himself to make any preparations, or give
orders in person ; but his partizans and fa
collooted a considerable force ; and on the ap-
proach of the British a.rmg to the capital, some

irmishing took | . Captain M*Murdo then
intimated to Bharmuljee the intention of his go-
vernment to organize anew the affairs of Cutch
in concert with the Jharejah Bhyaud ; and called
on him either to stand by the consequences of re-
sistance, or to surrender himsell; promising, in
the event of his adopting the latter alternative,
that he should meet with safety and consideration.
This proposal was not attended to till the Hill-
Fort of Bhoorjeeah, which overlooks the city of
HBhooj, was tuken by escalade on the hﬂuwingic:
upon which, through the negociation of the mi
ter, Luckmadnse, ﬂuﬂ]mrun]_;uwn brought to
the tent of the resident, and placed under a guard
of British troops.  Every respect was paid to him,
consistently with the safety of Lis person, and
the kindest attention shown to ks health, which,
from coustant intemperance, and his recent indis-
position, was now so completely broken, that be
was searcely able to walk or articulate,

A few days after his surrender, Rao Bharmul-

jee was formally deposed, and placed in a palace
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t by Futteh Mabommed, which was selected
his residence. The Jharejah chisfs were then
r;lﬁrll; m:lmm uhmth his suceessor ;
it was at the eleetion
have been in m the infant son of
the murdered Prinee Ladoba ; but, strange as it
may seem, after a perusal of these pages, the only
son of Bharmuljee, a child of three years of age,
received the unanimous votes of the Bhyaud, and
was accordingly raised to the throne by the name
of Rao Dessul. The minister, Luckmadass, is
understood to have secured, by his influence, this
decision in favour of the offspring of his fallen
master ; an act of disinterestedness and forgive-
ness of injuries, which is highly ereditable, when
it i= recollected that his own life was often in im-
minent danger from the violence and cruelty of
the Hao, and that his property had been seized
by the orders nithnnw-mbmpﬁm But
Luckmadass, and many others whom [ have
conversed on this topic, appear oven then to have
viewed Bharmuljee rather us the weak and in-
fatuated minion of a base and profligate party,
from which it was impossible to detach him, than
a# & man by nuture ernel and tyrannical ; and the
minister’s hostility against him seems to have
been much softened at the erisis of his fall. Ne-
us wita hiz dethronement, several of the
Jharejahs, acting from the same impression, still
wished, after that decided step, that the ern-
ment should be carried on in his name ; when
they found that the proposal was ohjected to, they
evineed their respect for his feelings and misfor-

pe o

g
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tunes, Inﬁ'entruﬁng that kindness should be shown
lim in his muﬁnemant, and that the succession
should remain in his family, The election of the
Bhyund proved in the end more fortunate than
if it had fallen on the weakly child of Ladoba,
{whom, lmwwnr.'lhayﬂnd.:md. the next heir to
Diessuljee, in the event of his not living to have
issue,) as he died a few weeks after, and the race
of 'Bl:ggjlhw:, the legitimate hranch of the

of Cutch, became extinet. ‘
he ne.tt requisite step towards the settlement
of affairs, was the appointment of a s to
‘on the government during the minority of
Rao Dessul : and the Jharejahs were
requested to nominate a safficient nmmber
E for the pu Their choice fell on
Jhurqn.]l! Visrajee of Hoha, und Petrajee of Nan-
gurcha, the two most powerful chiefs in Cuteh,
Oodowjee, u Rajgoor Brahmin, the minister Luck-
madass, and Ruttunsi Jetta. The name of the
British resident was also incloded ; but as the
object of the Governor-General was to render
Cutch, ns far as possible, an independent state,
the arrangement was at first objected to: and it
m:ﬁ through the earnest soligitations of the
Jharejah Bhyaud, combined with those of the
existing members of the regency, that his lord-
ghip at length eonsented to the appointment of

ﬁggﬂu M-Murdo as president of the latter
h

he mensures which had been adopted at
Bhooj gave satisfaction generally to all classes
throughout the eountry; and no town evinced
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any unwillingness o acknowledge the new Hao
| authority of the regency, exvept TLuock-
put Bunder, which was garrisoned by Arabs, of
ose subimission doubts were for gome time en-
tertained, but it finally surrendered without any
military operations being undertaken against it.
Matters being now seftled on n firm basis, the
regency proceeded to correct the innumerable
abuses in every department of the state, il to
discharge theuseless and expensive levies of troops
* which Bharmuljee had maintained. A British
force was subsidized for the defence of the coun-
try and the support of the government ; and the
honbur of guarding the Rac’s palace was given
up entirely to the Jhargahs, to the exclusion of
the low-born wretches whom the late Rao had
introduced to that responsible duty.
The tyranny and injustice of Hao Bharmuljee

the British government, when the hand of Provi-
dence seemed to join in iving Cutch of some
of the instruments of cruelty, A violent shock
of an- carthquake, attended with some extra-

inarv circumstanees, levelled with the dust
nearly all the walled towns in the country, and
mtlzllmtnd an intention, which had often been
conceived, of dismantling some of these nests of
discantent and treason. The desolation whith
ensned can searcely be imagived. In Bhooj alone,
seven thousand houses were rent to their founda-
tions, and twelve hundred persons buried in the
ruins, Anjar suffered equally in proportion, anid
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much injury was sustained, with the loss of many
lives, 5t Mandavie and other large towns. The
phenomenn which accompanied this awful visita-
tion, it is unmecessary to detail here, as they have
been deseribed in the Transactions of the Literury
Society of Bombay.

In conformity with the spirit of the measures
which have been detailed in these pages, and, as
better caleulated to maintain a firm and honour-
able alliance between the two states, a new treaty,
containing, in addition to most of the articles of
that of 1816, many others adapted to the i -
ed condition of affairs, was shortly after uded
between the governments, It will be seen, on a
reference to it, that the Hritish government wish-
ad earef to ahstain from interfarence in
the Rao'’s internal authority ; whilst it agreed to
guaruntee his power and the “ integrity of his
dominions™ from all enemies, foreign and domes-
tic. A bond of a similar description was extend-
vd to the Jhargjah chiefs, who lad established a
claim on us by their conduet during the late re-
valution, and whose possessions were also secured
to them, on their consenting to preserve their
female ¢hildren. In return for these impo
concessions, the advantages derived by the Hritish
government are almost nominal; for, with the
nmptiﬂmf an annual subsidy of two lacs nnj{.
eighty thousamd rupees, equal to the support
one-half of the force which has been generally
required, we receive nothing from the Bhooj
durbar, to which Anjar its dependencies
have since been restored. Im enumerating the
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'bena&;:f the alliance, i:'ﬁ- nuﬂﬁthumit, how-
ever, the grand victory vour of humanity, in
the abolition of infanticide s & horrid practice,
which it has been our ohject, ever since our con-
pexion with Cuteh and Kattiwar, to put a stop
to, and which we have certainly suceeeded in
diminishing in these countries.

If we take into consideration the dreadful
state of affairs, which had existed for years b~
fore we entered Cutch, we must conclude, that
the new arrangements were entirely in favour of
that kingdom ; for had not the British govern-
ment interfered, and the strong arm of power, in
this instance upheld by justice, been stretched out
to rescue that unhappy country from confusion
and anarchy, it must soon have ceased to be a
state; and it would either huve fallen into the
iron grasp of the mili of Sinde, or,
*if these had been excl utch would have
become @ prey, as before, to its own numerous
petty tyrants, Tndeed, it is ible to con-
ceive in what exvesses the profligacy and imbe-
cility of the government, and, we may add, the
general depravity of the people af this wretched
provinee, with whom bloodshed and treason had
become as * household words,” might have ended.

Postscnter, 15th June 1520.—Sinee the pe-
riod at which our narration closes, Cutch has ::1:-
tinued to enjoy all the blessings of l.uil‘llh i A
Disturbance has at intervals existed, but w
serious, it has always been the result of famine,
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or vauses of a similar nature, which no human

vernment could control. The rains of 1823
and 1824 failed entirely, and the misery which
this occasioned in a country solely dependent on
the hesvens for water may be conceived. Many
of the inhabitants emigrated into Gueerat, and
roturned aftor the season of scarcity was over
while others loss peaceable, crossed into Parkhur
and buuln, whurn.mhm:ng with military mer-
cenaries from these countries, and adventurers
from the neighbouring provinces, they formed
themselves intg bands, and made incursions into
Cuteh, several of the villages of which they plun-
dered and destroyed.  The more favourable ses.
son of 1825, together with the new and less op-
pressive in the collection of the Rao's re-
venue, which wae at that time introduced by the
request of the ney, under the superintend-
ence of the nuair:gent resident, -had the effect of
putting an end to the cutrages of these plunder-
ers; most of whom had been forced by hunger
to mr]upt their lawless procecdings, and on the

ce of plenty returned quietly to their
n.l.l:lu: fields, which, with a few cxceptions, the
lenity of the durbar allowed them to retsin un-
molested.

The protection afforded to these lawless de-
predators, and to others of the same deseription,
i the territories of the Sinde government, has
brought usat different times into collision with the
ot (1690 and 1888 s sosemie aryabotice s
sions (1520 } to assemble of
troops in Cutch, in order to awe these chiefs in-
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to & maintetance of their treaties. Dy a new
Wwﬁ t concluded mlﬂ'ﬂ. Aﬁw Bn;mh “;.:
Cu 'manhin - mjar and its

were restored to the Hao, on his con-
senting to pay to us yearly the estimuted Te-
venue, vir. eighty-eight thousand rupees ;
ing the entire sum we annually] receive from his
Highness to amount to two lacs, il l:-y-uﬁl::
thousand rupees. From the famine which has
been mentioned and other causes, this subsidy
has been frequently ill paid, sometimes even re-
mitted, and altogether has proved totally innile-
quate 1o rt the heavy expences which have
been entailed on us by our connexion with Cutch.
Our government, it is true, have gained this pro-
yinee 48 @ frontier ; but its advantages in that
respect are even doubtful ; while, from its being
a constant and i + drain on our finan-
great and positive.  On this subject, however, it
beeomes not me to L ;4

Of the persons a to in ing nir-
rative, some further mention may be interesting.
Captain M‘Murdo died soon afler the treaty of
1810 was concluded,—much too soon for his
country, and to the regret equally of the Euro-
pean and nativecommunity in Cutch, of which pro-
vince he was the deliverer. He expired, and wis
buried at Burrnnwao, near Palanswa, in, Wagur,
where his tomb is carefully protected by the in-
habitants, and is an object of veneration, to which
persons etill make pilgrimages from a distance.
Surely an amiable man need seek no higher re-

el B S
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ward than this for his exertions: His Highness
Rao Dessul has now attained the age of thirtesn
years, and promises to fulfil the expectations of
his subjects to the uwtmest. e has aequired a
knowledge of the English from the in-
structions of the Reverend Mr. Gray, the chap-
youthful mind a taste for astronomy and some
other scienvos.

His father, the Exaﬂmufhbumnljm. Eﬂ ton-
tinués a prisoner, Tha appy man not
yot “tﬁql the IT of thirty-four, after having
passeil yearsof his life in conlinement, When
I first saw him, five years he was a squalid
misernble wreteh, still in Tutteh Moahommed's
palace; and, from the period of his dethrone-
ment up to that time, had never been allowed to
see his son, nor, T believe, any of the members
of his family. Colonel Pottinger, however, who
came to Bhooj as resident in 1825, and who, to
the eredit of his feelings,

* Pitied child and parent separated
By the stern mandate of unfeeling law,”

determined to ameliorate his condition, and ob-
tained the sanction of government for his removal
htu a mare comfortable residence.  Sinee then he

as ocoupied capacious apartments, elegantly fit-
ted up, ?:El‘llil som's palace ; where, though still
under a guard of British troops, he is allowed
every liberty consistently with his safe Mi'
He is even permitted to go ont twice s-week,
H
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when he chooses to take an airing, accompanied
by a “officer and a fow Sepuhis.® 1=
time is in the soeiety of his som,
the present Rao, in whose lessons he takes great
interest, and for whom be entertains the strong-
est personal attachment. In the placid and digni-
fied deportment of this unfortunate prince, none
conld now recognize the treacherous muriderer,
amid the ernel despot who inflicted such accumu-
lated miseries on his subj He is tempernte,
even to a degree; and his contrition, for the
murder of his cousin, is belioved to be heartfelt
and sincers. It has, however, evidently

his conscience froquently ; and, with the view of
atoning for his erime, he, in the year 1827, sent
the of Ladoba, at & great expenst, wnder
the charge of a body of Brahmins, to the holy
city of Benares, to be mﬁﬂ, with appropriate

exort its chastening effect upon Rao

1 should not omit to mention, that the remains of
Ruo Rahiden have also been lately transferred to
the same sacred city, to expiate his apostacy from
the faith of his forefathers, and the many horrors
which, as a Mahommedan enthusiast, he bronght

Kesser Byhac,‘l.hz sister of Rao Bharmuljee;
was eventually married to the Nawaub of Joon-
aghur, in Kattiwar, at whose conrt she died, itis

* &ir John Maleoim, on his visit to Bhoo) In Mareh 16830, ot
the roruest of the mative govornmant, ardervd The guand to be
entirely removed from the Es.Ruo Hharmutjee.
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said, by unfair means. The natives of Cutch
huve a story, that her death was occasioned by
poison inserted into her slippers.  On the con-
clusion of the first treaty, Mahommed Meyan
Sotab, and Sewirsj Hunsraj, who were uuﬂ
to disgorge immense sums of money which
had juted to their own use,

significance. They both died about the middle
of the year 1818, it w poison.

y
Hussain M still lingers out
existence, emmuﬂrﬁtwﬂmi
the scene of his s grentness, and his own

dishonour ; whils his gross and bloated appenr-
ance denotes the nature of his pursuits. Futteh
Mahommed had some other sons, but none of
them are known in Cutch, His daughter, whose
per=on Rao Bharmuljee violated, has sunk to the
lowest state of prostitution.

After the treaty of 1810, the affairs of Cutch
fell chiefly to be mannged by the Hritish resident,
the minister Luckmadass, and Ruttunsi Jetta,

in 1825, and was expelled from the administra-
tion, and banished from the eapital ; another chief
being elected in his stead. His expulsion was
followed in 1827 by the disgrace of Ruttuns,
who was found to be a defaulter to the state, as
well as implicated in severnl mean and dishonour-
able transactions, which in the end overwhelmed
himself and the whole family of Soonderjee Seo-
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in nm.lﬂlmtthm the esteem and confi-
denee of the British government. Rao Dessul
begins to show an interest in public affairs, and
frequently holds durbars : but the chief manage-
ment remains as yet in the hands of the resident
and Luckmadass; and although the latter was
believed formerly to be an actor in some of the
melancholy scenes we have described, it is but
justice to say, that his conduct now is marked by
integrity. 1 may add, that he is the only mdi-
vidual at present in Cutch, who, from his birth
and general respectability, is entitled to the eleva-
tion he has attained.

3
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No. L

COLONEL POTTINGER'S ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE
NAVIGATION OF THE INDUE

1. It appearing that the arrangements made
for opening the Indus as a channel of commerce,
are very imperfectly understood, the following
summary of them has been drawn up for general
imformition. 3

2 The perpetual treaties made with the go-
vernments of Hyderubad and Khyrpoor in April
1832 provided for that portion of the Indus
which flows through Sinde being thrown L0
all merchants and traders, with the three follow-
ing reservations, evidently dictated by the fenrs
or jealousy of the rulers of that provinee.

1st. That mo military stores should be con-
veyed by that route.

2d. That no armed vessels should proceed

1 .

it
3d. That no British (Europesn) merchants
should settle in Sinde, * but shall come ns occa-



sion require, and having transacted their

8. A supplementary treaty, of the same date
as the above, stipulated, that the Sinde govern-
ment should furnish a statement of duties, which
was to be examined by officers of the British
government versed in such matters: that if the
duties were found to be fair and equitable, they
should be brought into operation, but that, should
they be considered too high, the Ameers of Sinde
were to reduce them.

4. In eonformity with this agreement, a state-
ment of duties was furnished and examined,
when they were found to be preposterously high,
amounting in some cases to upwarnds of cent. per
cent. on the price of goods, and in none to less
than half that charge. This statement, it is to
be abserved, had been evidently fabricated for the

m_mwgymmhmmmmd
“from the old records of the times of the emperors
(of Delhi), and was doubtless brought forward

by the of Sinde a8 a ruse, by which they
perhaps hoped to render nugatory the agreement
for opening the Indus, to which they had most
reluctantly acceded.

5. Inquiry was next set on foot with a view
to fixing @ tariff, which should be just towards
the states possessing territories on the banks of
the river, and at the same time hald forth that
enconragement which was clearly required to in-
duce merchants to adopt the new route. After
much discussion and correspondence, some por-
tions of which latter were made public at the
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time, the conclusion arrived at was, * That a toll
wis preferable to any modification that conld be
devised of u custom duty: that the toll might
vary with the vurious eapacities of hoats, or
might be fixed upon & caleulation of theiraverage
capacity, snd that the latter, as shutting out all
excuse for delay and examination, and preventing
every oceasion for dispute connecte with the
dues of the gurernme’nh," was the best ;
E.Thcnutquu;inmfnrdmidﬁﬂwmlh
* average m% boats,” an “ praper
amount of toll.” former was fixed, on prin-
ciples that will be explained in the sequel, at thirty
tatta khurwars of 1882 English pounds each, or
forty-seven furrackabad maunds.  * The proper
amount of toll™ was a point of mere difficalty,
for it was ascertained, that what would * fall very
lightly on the more valuable articles of export
and import, including every kind of eloth, would
press heavily on lr.Elry articles of low price, in
which the greater part of the trade, both in
quantity and valoe, will consist™ The result
was, that a toll of nineteen tattah rupees per
khurwar, or five hundred and nwﬂpu Lot
* from the sea to Roopur, thirty miles east of
Loodlians, was deemed the highest that could
I imposed with n due encouragement of the
trade, and of this sum it was proposed to assign
to the Sinde government eight rupees a khurwar,
ar two bundred and forty rupees on each boat,
7. A communication to this effect been
made to the Ameers of Sinde, they it
with strong feelings of repugmance, which led to
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gthened negociation that was ouly brought

final close by a threat of coercion, in cuse

refused to ratify what they had [in the

course of the negociation | repeatedly and formally
reed to, both in writing and by messages.

8. A third treaty, which has been distinguish-
ed from those that preceded it by the name of the
“ Toll Treaty,” was aceordingly concluded in
October 1834, Its provisions are briefly these:
“ That a toll of two hundred and forty rupees
ghall be levied on all boats, whatever may be
their size, or the nature of their cargo, within
the territories subject to the Sinde governments,
namely, from the sea to Mithunkote; that this
toll shall be levied both on boats ascending and
dmndingthﬂrivatltlhnpﬂiﬂtntw ich the
merchandize is transferred to the river, from the
sea-boats, and vice versa, and at no other place ;
that no extra demands shall on any plea or pre-
tence be made mﬂ boats going up or coming
down the river ; that goods, of whatever nature,
or however small or great the quantity, landed
from anv boat, shall instantly become subject to
the regulstions of the country, as regards cus-
toms ; that the toll now fixed is to be understood
to be a remuneration to the governments for the
protection to be afforded to merchants frequenting
the route; that a native agent on the part of the
British government shall reside constantly at the
mouths of the river, and that the governor-gene-
ral's agents for Sinde shall have the power of de-
puting one of his assistants to that quarter, at any
time such a step seems to him to be required.
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. Assoon ns the toll treaty with Sinde was
completed, its terms were likewise proposed to
and uceepted by the other two Powers [exclusive
of the British government] interested in the ar-
rangement, and the remainder of the toll was di-
vided as follows :—

To Buchawol Khan of Buchawulpoor,—
' Rs 106,12 211

To Runjeet Singh,...ooieoeaeer 67 15 0

To the British Governmen 165 4 0

able to them, the Governor-General's agent for
the affairs of Sinde (Colonel FPottinger) the

superintendance of the southern portion
of the Indus, lying within the territories of the
Ameers of Sinde ; and the political agent at Lood-
hiana (Capgain Wade) of the remainder, north of
Sinde, including the Punjnud and Sutledge, as
far a= Roopur. A third officer (Lieutenant
Mackeson) is stationed at Mithunkote, nearly
opposite to which town the Punjnud or united
waters of the five rivers of the Punjab fall into
e Indus, with the official designation of * Bri-
tish agent for the navigation of the Indus and
Sutledge.” Three native agents have also been
appointed.  Of these one is stationad at the
mouths of the river, where the cargoes will be
transferred from the river to the sea boats, and
vice versa. A second resides at Hyderabad, and
the third st Hureekee, in the Punjaub, where the
Sutledge and Beeah unite.
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11. Lhuhmuih Mackeson's mgem emudsh from
Roopur to the sea, throughout whaole maviga-
tion, and from the centrical position Sﬂha
i ies, his appointment is equally ted
m;n confidence to the denlers, and to afford
them spesdy assistance and redress, in case of
necesslly.

12 s{‘ha duties of the native agent at the
mouths of the river will be best comprehended
by the subjoined extracts from his instructions.

Pana. 3. “ You will receive with these orders
a copy of the toll treaty. From it you will per-
ceive, that the sum of two hundred and.forty
rupees, of the currency of Tattah, is to be levied
on all boats, without reference to their burthen,
or the nature of their cargoes, proceeding up the
river, or coming down, and you are uﬂmgngl;r
to realize that sum from each boat on departing
of arriving, as the case muy be, andgpay it over
to the ﬂntﬂ’l-ﬁ, who may be empowered to
receivie it, and from whom you will invariably

take mT ;

Pama. 4 * Passports are sest to you, into
which you are to insert the name and burden
the boat ; the name of the Tindal: her
ation, and by whom she is hired. You will also
obtain a list of the cirgo, with its estimated value,
shipped on each boat, and attach this list to the
posspart ; but you are on no account to think of
opening and examining the goods, which would
cause delay and trouble to the merchants.”

Para. 5. “ Disputes will of course sometimes
arise amongst the merchants and their servants,
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and the boatmen, coolies, &c.abont the bunders,
It will be part of your duty to settle these, and
when subjects of the Sinde government are par-
ties in them, you will do so in concert with the
Ameer's officers, otherwise you will do it alone.”

Pana. G. Prohibits the receipt of any presents
or bribes on pain of instant dismissal.

Pana. 7. * Should any occasion fora reference
to the Ameers at Hyderabad arise, you are to
draw up a short and plain statement of the case,
and send it with a letter to the British native
agent at that city, who will obtain the Ameer's
answer, and transmit it to you.”

Para. 8. Directs that every boat departing on
the upward voyage shall be furnished with a note
to the native agent at Hyderabad, and that a re-
port of her d re shall be made to Lieutenant
Mackeson, and all orders jssued by that gentle-
man strictly obeyed.

Pama. 11. Authorises the agent, in case of

ey, to write to the Governor-General's
t for Sinde by special messen

18. “ The native agent at Hyderabad is direct-
ed to see that no one molests or stops any boat
from the moment she quits the salt water bunders
till she passes the Sinde frontier, to obtain orders
from the Ameers to their officers to protect the
bouts passing up and down, and to no
son to make any demand, however small,
them. He is farther directed, in the event of
any boat being detained accident or other-
wise), plundered, or mi to in person
to the gpot, to call on the Sinde to aid in



recovering the property, and securing the offen-
ders in cases of plander, and afterwards to draw

o detailed statement of the affair, and to trans

it to the Governor-General's agent for Sinde,
before any direct demand shull be made on the
Sinde government for payment of losses, * though
you will of course let the Ameers understand
that they will be held responsible.’”

14, * The orders to the native agent at Huree-
kes are mutatis mutandis to the same purport a8
the above, and the share of the toll levishle on
the upper division of the river (beyond Sinde) is
also only payable at one station, by which every
E’mtmcﬂ for rlulnt{ain obviated. 1t baving been

und, however, that boats will occasionally only
pass a part of the way up or down the river, a
has been very recently made to the

Ameers, that such boats should pay in the follow-

ing proportions :— .
From the Sea to Hyderabad, one ‘
rmrth,f%'mm
'rom the Sea to Sehwan, one
half, or . . . 120

From the Sea to Khyrpoor,
Bukkur, or Shikarpoor, three-
fourths, or . . . . . . . 1804
From the Sea to Mithunkete, . 280

This seale will of course be reversed on the
downward voynge. The Ameers have consented
to it ; and it is supposed a similar rule will be
made to the northward of Sinde.
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15. There is no intention of discussing in this
snmmary the merits or demerits of the toll and
ather trenties ; but a few remarks on the former
will not be, perhaps, here misplaced, as tending
to eluvidate its provisions. The * average capa-
city”™ of the river boats was taken at thirty khur-
wars, becanse vessels of that size had been found

ience to be the most easily managed.
mm seen by the mission of 183132,
equal to one hundred khurwars, and some were
hired by it of sixty khurwars burthen; but one
of these latter required more than three times
m mumber of men of i:l'l: of thirty khurwars,
they were uently more expensive, as
tilt:?tmd: m::?hqhh t-:’r-heimpaded in their
progress, by sandbanks and rapids.  The choice
of sizos is, however, left by the treaty entirely to
the hirer.
16. Every pretence for delay hus been antici-
sated by the simple expedient of the toll being
eviable, (except in the instances deseribed in the
14th paragraph,) at the commencement or close
of the voyage, and whilst the fiseal armngements
of the states, as far as their internal trade extends,
are left procisely on their present footing, the ob-
jeet of the tollis distinctly recorded to be the price
of the protection which it is understood the differ-
ent governments are to afford to the traffic by the
Indus. The aversion which the Ameers feit to
a British officer being stationed as agent at the
muuths of the river, was not to be overcome by
amieable negocintion, but it seems probable, that
those chiefs will shortly see the absurdity and
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of their apprehensions, and will
then readily come into whgmr plan the Imlj’u-itimh
t fostering and aug-
Wmmaﬁnﬁha m.nﬂynhn be here remarked,
that the latter power has, at any moment it pleases
to exert it, the means of compelling the of
Rinde to conform to its wishes, and this too with-
out a necessity for moving a single regiment, a
fact of which the Ameers must now be fully
aware.

17. The following extracts of notes, chiefly re-
lating to thut part of the Indus lying within Sinde,
will possibly be of some interest to speculators.

“ The Ameers possess altogether on the right
bank of the Indus, an extent of territory in length
from the sea to Mithunkote, of five hundred and
fifty-two miles, as follows :—

L]
From the sea to Ooplanee ...... 54 miles.
2 hﬁym v g &
attah to Loty
Hydersbad to Sebwan ......... 108
Sehwan to Bukkur .......coceeeee 174 4,
Bukkur to Mithunkote ......... 185

3

% On the left bank, the extont is 27 miles less,
it being only one hundred and eight miles from
Bukkur to Subzulkote, where the dominions of
Buhawal Khan commence.

“ The state of the banks of the river are suf
ficient proof of the discouragement that inter-
course up and down the river labours under.
They are in most places covered down to the
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very edge of the water with thick jungle and
trees, which render tracking not only most dif-
ficult, but now and then impossible, and the first
obvious step for an enlightened government to
tuke, would be to elear away, (which might be
done at a very small expense,) a path from 20 to
50 paces hroad, to the nature of the
soil, along both sides of the river.”

¢ This simple operation would remove at onee
one half the naturul obstacles to the wpwards
navigation. The downwards navigation is quite
independent of the state of the us all that
is required in it is to keep the vessels in the
est pirt of the current, which is easily done by
oceasionally rowing, or setting a lug =il on a
small mast in the nfgl boat.”

% The usnal depth in the stream was from four
to six futhoms, nor was it sounded in anyspot
where it was les= than the former, whilst in some
it amounted to ten and twelve ; many of the vory
minor branches, through which hoats proceed up-
wards to avoid the strength of the main stream,
are in themselves fine rivers.”

“ To ascend the Indus with steam-boate, or to
descend it without them, all seasons and states of
the river will be found to afford the greatest fa-
cilities ; but for trading vessels, depending on the
winads, the best to quit the sea-ports
(Dharjee, Shah, Ghora, &c. Bunders) is the end
of March, or early in April, when the south-
westerly gales which e the Monsoon have
set in on the coast of Sinde, and appear to follow
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the course of the river, at all events, as high vp
as Bukkur, thereby mlﬂ’:iirlﬁd prog e,

« With regard to fracking, the months of
December, January, and February, strictly speak-
ing, are the most proper, because the river is
then at its lowest ; but the cold northerly winds
(which often blow very violently) are so keen ani
cutting, that the boatmen neither can nor will
wark as they do when the wenther is milder ; and
although the rising of the river, which usually
commences in April, may render tracking more
laborions, & boat will then make more in a day
than in the winter.”

w It must be clearly and explicitly understood,
that no seu boat with a paluable vargo should
attempt to enter or leave the months of the Indus
after the 15th of Mareh,® and it would be better
to bg from a month to fifteen days sooner. Itis
true that common boats do ply between Sinde
and Kuteh, even in April, wﬂ.{ i
grinding stones, &c.; but many are wrecked, and
the experiment is dangerous. The season for
ingress and egress to the Indus depends on the
backwardoess or otherwise of the south-west
monsoon, but it may be taken to begin betwean
the middle and end of September in common

& Only two or three men belong to each river
as u fixed establishment. All the trackers ure
hired by the trip, and fed while it lasts, an arrange-
ment which is obviously indispensable, because,

& This, of course, ailudes (o bonts coming from or gueing io see.
ng
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for days together, the boats bring up in the even-
ing, far from any village. This system is, how-
ever, no trouble. The necessary supply is laid
mfmmunalurgamwn to unnthar,nndl]mhuda]
or writer, (where there is one,) of the boat, serves
nutthudmirrmtnthuﬂ' ole of the crew.”

“ The mpwhmdn:jpurhﬂf&mdemnfuﬂy
stated in the Journal
Society of London, h1m1m (page EIT,}
that reference ean be bad to thuat
Perhaps, for the present day, ﬂmmmﬂlhunuf

articles is top extensive, but,
in correct. The better sort M’Pﬂk‘l;f‘

are u-‘ﬂ by the manufacture of
and the cﬂubntnd lnnngml (silke
eloths) of Tattah are only made to order.

“Althnugh the Ameers of Sinde evinced s
much repugnance to the opening of the Indus,
they have more recently proved that they are by
no means blind to the advantages of encouraging
traders to settle in their territories ; and the sys-
tem of remissions which they follow, (like every
native government, ) is so undefined and extensive,
that it seems 2 matter of some doubl, whether the
duties actually paid in Sinde, are higher than
those of the surrounding countries.”

Septrmber 27, 1835, H-F:
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No. I1.

PRACTICAL NOTES OX THE TRADE Tt THE INDUS,
AND THE NAVIGATION OF THAT RIVER.

Br Sin Avoeasves Bonses.

1. A commercial communication has this year
commenced on the Indus ; in accordance with the
trea boats have both begun to ascend and de-
m?- ;:ha stream. It seems desirable, therefore,
to record some of the earliest information of a
practical nature regarding the river, the vessels

on it, and the trade itself
2 Itisi necessary to adhere to the
mould of the boats are now in use on the

river Indus, Science may in time improve them,
but disappointment will, T believe, follow all at-
tempts at it, till further experience is obtained.
A boat with a keel is not adapted to the rives
Indus.

8. Though the Indus js accessible after Novem-
ber, the labour of tracking up agoinst the stream
is at that time great. The river is then, and for
the three succesding months, about its lowest,
which prevents the boatmen from seeking the
still water, and drives them to the more rapid

-
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part of thecurrent. . The northerly winds, which
blow till February, make the task more than ever
irksome, and extra trackers are required. The
treaty, too, encourages large bosts more than
small ones, the toll on both being alike, and these
unwieldy vessels require many hands, which adds
to the expense.

4. After February, the voyage from the sea to
Hyderabnd, which would previonsly have ocon-
pied nearly 1 month, may be performed in five
duys; the expense of trackers is avoided ; the
river has less dangers; and the merchant thus
saves his time, labour, and mterest. The swell
of the Indus does not prevent vessels ascending
to the Punjub, for at that time the southerly winds

5. It is these southerly winds which give to
the Indus, in its navigation, advantages over the
Ganges. The course of the one river is about
east and west, that of the other north and south.
Use must therefore be made of thi=s natural ad-
vantage to make merchandize profitable by the
route of the Indus.

6. The obstacles to navigating the Indus at its
mouth are, no doubt, great, but they bave been
magnified. Above Caleutta, for a considerable
part of the year, there is no greater depth in the
rivers Bhagruttee and Jellingee, which lead from
the Hoogly to the Ganges, than two and three
feet. 1In the Indus & greater depth than this will
always be found somewhere, to from the sea-
ports to the great river. This, then, is 8 decided
advantage in the inland navigation, though the
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Indus has not & mouth accessible to large ships
like the Ganges. It proves too that a portage,
ar even o canal, (were it possible to cut one 15
unnecessary, as it “ﬂ.? never be forgotten that
the lnrgest boats of the river draw but four fioat
when heavily laden.®

7. Much stress has been lail upon u place being
fixed for unshipping the cargoes of the sea-going
into the river-going boats. Anxiety on this point
is useless, for it will vary every two or three
years, and the utmost reliunce may be placed on
the people now in the trade. In 1851, the muouth
leading to Vikkur had four fathoms of water;
in 1835, it had but one and a Dalf in most places,
und in one but six feet, terminating in a
The estuary was also quite changed. Sea boats
can always ascend one mouth of the Indus, and
navigators find it out without difficulty.
8 From four to five hundred sea-going boats
siled vut of the port of Vikkur alone last year.
They are the common boats of western India,
drawing from nine to twelve feet of water, and
which convey all the consting trade of the country,
valuable as it is. If traders will not place re-
liance upon these boats, experimental vessels for

® T shall sy nothiog of the Kind of siemer for the Indis,
further than to express my belicl that the peesent deer af
wisssl is wall switod, Liemt. J, Wood, of thy ledian Navy, &
the first officar who lns aver mavigated the Indos by stesm, sod
his scouss inerils notion, slnes be rouched Hytlirruhnl without srew
the usrivtunce of & local pifal.  He has turnwed lils sttemtion to the
nnture of the boild of the * dondes™ of Sindey withits adventages
and disndvantanges. 1T Lisot, Woad's clsarutions on this sub-
jeot are publishod, they will, | thisk, be feutd mnfal, and prove
eroditable 1o the author.

£
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the Indus, must, of course, be made at their own
rish,

9. In the nnv.if'u.tinu upwards, ufter leaving the
seit, & trader will experience little or no incon-
venience ina boat of the country.  Let ﬁﬁe
his agreement with the proprietor of s
and avoid, i tE-a-‘hle, _ one of the vessels
belonging to mﬂ there are about

y and which, it seems, may be hud for hire.
If lie dbes so, the agreement will be better ful-
filled, since the trade in Sinde, as in Egypt; will
receive but little benefit by the rulers sharing in
it. If this practice is ever carried to aoy great
extent by the Ameers; it will be necessary to try
:ulmgii. For the present, there are so few
boats, that it is best to put up with it.

10. The depth of the river is, doubtless, vari-
able—in some places great, in others less; but
this is of very small consequence to flut-bottomed
vessels,. Sand banks are numerous, and would
perplex an European navigator, but the native
pilots have a good eye, and manage to avoid them.
In the Deltu there ure also sand banks ; but the
streams there are much narrower and deeper, and
more free from them ; though I enly speak eom-
Pﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂL These samd banks are a marked and

neral feature of the Indus, and seem to be

ed by back water or eddies. A dry bed of
the Indus shews that they rise up without regu.
larity, but that there is always a deep channel—

though sometimes mh‘mh—&rﬁﬂiﬂ .
In December 1 descended the I from Hy-
derabad, and though then svear its lowest, the
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soundings in the great river were never under
two fathoms, or eleven feet, and the boatmen did
not always keep in the stremgth of the stream.
While in the river we never grounded ; and many
heaves of the lead gave five and eight fathoms,
but two, and two and a half, predominated. In
the cold senson, the Indus, in the Delta, shrinks
into a narrow and deep channel, which disappoints
a stranger who bas heard of the magnitude of
this river ; many of the inferior branches even
drywp.

The natives attribute this to cold. The eva-
poration is great. T'he channel of the Sata, which
supplies most of the branches in the Delta, had
this year, at the last sounding which I took, eight
fathoms ; but less than hali that gives about ity
usual depth. Tt was about four hundred yards
broad. ‘This i= & feature more favourahle to na-
v than otherwise : yet this branch must
be entered by a circuitons channel, and is not
accessible to from the sea, though, in the
end of September last, the water out from it wus
fresh in a depth of seven fathoms, and a Cutch
boat filled up its tanks from it. .

12kt n]:rnr:l that there is much error abroad
mg'nrd.h?ﬂ e trade on the Indus. Enterprise
will doubtless do much to ereafe and improce
commerce ; but, for the present, it is a trade by
the Indus and not on the Indus. Tt is, in fact,
u transit trade to western and central Asias a
line, however, which ought to supersede that by
Sonmeeanee to Candahar, and by Bown to
Pallee and Upper India. If the mercantile com-
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munity hope for any increased consumption of
British goods in Sinde itself, they will be dis-
appointed ; the time may come, but, at present,
the balk of the people are miserably poor, and
there are really no purchasers,

18, The Courts of Hyderabad and Khyrgoor,
however, will, no doubt, take a good part of some
of the investments, and both these chiefs and
their families have already sued for o first =i
of the goods that have reached Sinde. Thi
ﬂﬁt appear objectionable in another country

under other eircumstances, but the treaty

will protect all traders, and they need not fear

imposition or oppression. A few of the Beloochee

chiefs have also expressed their readiness to

purchase, and the good work i« in a state of
ssion.

14 To the um’l.l, by way of the Indus, it is
unnecessary to allnde, as they have been fully
spoken of, and we have now no additional parti-
eulars of a practical nature to communicate. As
the price of wages is, in most if not in all countries,
regulated by the price of grain, the effict of open-
ing the river Indus on Bombsy and Western In-
E. to be most important. The immense
wdvantages which the great body of the popula-
tion will derive, I leave others to estimate; but
I may affirm that the European community ought,
by it, to be able to bring down their expenses
nearly to the standard of the Bengal presidency.

Avrex. Burxes.

Sinde, 12th December 1845,
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(% THE COMMERCE OF SHIRARPOOR AND UPPER
SINDE.

By Sis Aiziawuen Humwses

Shikarpoor is a town of first importance to the
Indus trade, and, it may be said, to that of Asia.
This does not arise from any superiority in its
home manufactures, but from extensive monay
transactions, which establish a commercial con-
nexion between it and many remote marts. Shik-
arpoor stands near the northern frontier of the
Sinde territories, 28 miles directly west of the
Indus, and about the same distance from the
fort of Bukkur. Towards the North, the Sinde
boundary extends to Rozn, on the road to
dahar and Kelat, by the wall-known pass of
so that the merchant always speaks of Shikarpoor
and Dera Ghazee Khan as the gates of Khorasan,
by which name they here distinguish the king-
dom of Cabool. In every direction, commercial
roads conduct the trader to Shikarpoor, but the
communication is entirely carried on by land,
though there is but one sentiment among the
merchants of the town, great and small, that their



profits and interests might be vastly promoted by
water communication. 2 ”
2. Shikarpoor is not a town of any antiquity,
though there has always been a place of note
in its neighbourhood. Alare, Sh Buklker,
Roree, all follow each other, and the t town
has succeeded Luldwee, a pll-ue 8 south of
it, which was held by the ancestors of the present
chiief of Bhawulpoor, who were expelled by Nadir
Shah. Ita to have been built A.D. 1617,
The &lo the country favors its easy irrigation,
anil thupﬁmpumuf Delhi have vansed extensive
canals to be eut from the Indus. Shikarpoor is
with abimdance of food, and cheaper than

any of Sinde. The obscure term of  now
Ln Sinde,” 1 am informed, has reference to
this part of the country, that being the amount
of revenue, above Sinde proper, derived from the
province called Moghullee, Natives of Shikar-
poor who have seen British India, gendrally de-
scribe it as eapable of being made % a second
L™ Nuodir Shah visited Sh in his
m but its ﬂmmt;r to cum much
prevented its henmmg a sommercial

miart, till the Suddozye princes fixed their autho-
rity in it, and its may be dated from
r.ihnynr 11‘85,1115:3 ufTimururSh.h.who

lhtuﬁhl:ﬂiﬂﬂhdmmthnmwn,nﬁﬂhahﬂ

zn'f;rndthugu;mmntuf&ndﬂnnthzmﬁuﬂf
e present Ameers. | Shikarpoor is the

place in Sinde where that tribe have estab

a parnmount influence, of which the Ameers have

as yet had the good sense not to deprive them,
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though Shikarpoor has beet subject to Sinde for
the lust 16 years. The revenues and expenses
ineurred in defending it, are divided between the
Hyderabad and Khyrpoor chiefs, the latter hav-
ing three shares, and the former four.

8. ‘The population of the town exceeds 35,000
souls, but it 1s to be remembered that there are
Hindoos from it scattered all over Asia, who
leave their families here, and return in aftor-life
the inhabitants consist of Hindoos of the Buniya,
Lohana, and Bhattea tribes, but Baba Nanuck
Seiks compose more than hulf the number. About
one-tenth of the population is Mahomedan, most
of whom are Afghans, who receive grants of
or mn“uthrymmﬂfd,fmmthemzuf
the deed, and settled around Shikarpoor in the
time of the Dooranees. 'The town, though sur-
rounded by gardens and trees, is quite open, for
a mud wail, which has been allowed to decay, can
scarcely be called a defence. There are, however,
n'gﬁgm The bazar is extensive, having 554
different shops. Tt is covered with mats as 4
shade from the sun, but has no eleganes or beauty.
The houses are built of m-driudni:ickn, lofty and
comfortable, but destitute of elegance. The eli-
mate is considered very hot and oppressive in the
summer, and there are so many stagnant
around the walls, that it is remarkable the people
do not find the place insalubrious, but it is mot
gaid to be so. The thermometer had » mage
of 93 degrees in the middle of April, falling to
507, and rising to 82°; but we were informed that
the season was favourable, and across the Indus
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at Khyrpoor tie thermometer had already stood
at 96> Water is found at 12 or 15 feet from
the surfuce, but the river hus, for three or four
zurﬁ past, flooded large traots of the neighbour-
ood. The land revenues around, exclusive of
cxpenses in collection, &e. now a two lacs
and a half of rupees per annum, and the duties of
the town and customs are farmed for 64,000
the eurrency being only inferior by 2 per
cent. to the company’s rupee. This does nof,
however, inglude the whole of the distriets which
were held by the Afghans, Noushera being under
Ladkhana, and several rich bestowed on
m persons.  The inundation having lately
i towards Shikarpoor, has also incressed
its presont revenues, probably to half n lac of
rupees, but the addition cannot be considered per-
manent.

4. It will only be necessary to name the towns,
at which the Shikarpoor merchants have agents,
to judge of the unlimited influence which they can
command. Beginning from the west, every place
of note from Astracan to Caleutta seems to have
a Shikarpooree ; thus they are found at Museat,
Bunder Abbass, Kerman, Yead, Meshid, Astra-
can, Bokbara, Sumarcand, Koknn, Yarkund
Koondooz, Khooloon, Herat Subswar, Canda-

har, Ghozmi; Cabool, Peshawer, Dera Ghazee |

Khan, Dera Lsmael Khan, Bokkur, Leis, Moolt-

Hyderabad (Deecan) Hyderabad (Sinde) Cura-
chee, Kelat, Mirzupoor, and Caleutta. The Hin-
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doos of Astrucan, 1 am informed, Bave Intely been
converted to Islam, and within these two years,
those of Bokhara have been molested, for the first
time, on account of their croed. In all these
s, however, a bill may be negociated, and
with most of them, there is a direct trade either
from Shikarpoor or ane of its subordinate agencies.
The business seems, however, to be more of a
banking mature than a commerce in goods, but
still there is not any great quantity of ready
money at Shikarpoor, for there is no mint at
which goll or bullion may be coined, and conse-
quently u loss ensues upon its import.
5. The direet trade of the town of Shikarpoor
itaelf is not extensive, its port is Curachee, from
which it receives annually,

British goods to the value of Rs. 30,000
BUEAL, . ioichiais assimasstasnssesasaanyaen BO,000
Spices, groceries, metals, ..o 100,000

Some of the articles reach Shikarpoor by ﬁ
of Pales, in Marwar, Parﬁcuhrly slgar
spices, but British cloth is not sent, for the line
of route, from this great emporium, leads er
up the Indus to Bhawulpoor and Mooltan. e
duties on this road are as follows,—on articles of
bulk 6 Rs. per camel on quitting Shikarpeor, 4
Rs. on the river, 8 Ra. in the Khyrpoor territory,
6 Re. in Jaysulmeer, making a total of 24, which
i doubled, if other than groceries (Kiranu) At
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Palee itself, goods pay ad valorem from 2 to 5 per
cent.  'The rond from the sea coust is quite safe,
it passes mmong the hills to Sehwun, and after
that reaches the plain of Chandka; five or six
caravans pass yearly, but 8 or 10 camels even go
safely. T'he expenses of the road are as follows :

And st Btarting oo «8 ", dito
Expenses to Shewun ............ 2L, per camel load.
Al S8hewun, duty ... 24, ditte
At Lodkhana ... v '.1'1 o ditto
UYL ———— ook g ditte
At Shikarpoor......... 24 ,, ditio
Total 58} Rs,

exclusive of the duties at Curachee. This does
not inelude the hire of the enmels, which is § or
9 rupees per head, if laden with cloth, and 6 or
7 with metal or sugar. The duty above given is
ouly leviable on goods, that on sugar and arti
mtatnninhulk‘umum lmmduﬁhawullt‘n lf{;
i of 24 ru at Hnlnﬂ i ut
iuh-dd'F;T It is very difficult to give
an accurate list of these dutics, for at Shewun,
though the levy t to be 32 rupees, it is com-
pounded for at 24 rupees, by what is called 2
“ mopotta” purwaun, which, on land, is much the
same kind of duty as toll by the river. Great
merchants only have this ad and they
will not trade till it is promised to . Arriv-
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ing ut Shikarpoor, likewise, the levy depends
much upon the value of the articles, which are
taxed by w though a camel load of chintz
may be the custom-house at ru
a3, piece of kincob will be taxed pe
from 1 to 2 rupees. These duties are, therefore,
considered oppressive and vexatious, as the bales
are opened and examined. Further, if it is in-
tended to send on goods, a second fax of eight
rupees on cloth, and five® rupees on lticu, &e.
is exacted on quitting Shikarpoor for the West.
The effect of this has been to throw open the road
from Candahar, by Kelat, to the sea coast at Son-
meeanee from which much of Afghanistan is now

lisd, and of which we shall have occasion
hereafter to speak. The trade from Bombay to
Shikarpoor, however, often yields o profit of 20
per cent.

6. From the north, Shikarpoor at present re-
ceives the cloth of Multan and Bhawulpoor to
nn extent of rupees 10,000, but these ure for
home consumption, and its peculiar trade is with
Khorasan, by way of Candahar and Kelat; with
the former it communicates, Bag and
Dadur, by the celebrated defile of Holan, which
is pussable at all sensons; goods are carried on
cumels and ponies, and there are three or four
caravans annually. The articles consist of mad-
der and other dyes, such as koomba, saffrom
cochineal ; also silk thread, torquoises,
fruits, horses, &c. &e., which are valued at from
one and n half to two lacs of rupees a year
Some of the silk thread brought to Shikarpoor is

-
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of a very superior deseription, where it is nsed in
embroidery. It comes from Toorkistan, and is
called * Kokanee,” and seldom =ent lower down
the river. Besides it, there is the * Toonee™ silk
from Kaeen, the * Duryaee” from Khaf, and the
% Chilla” from Herat, which are gsed ot Shikar-
poor and also sent on to India. The mulberry
treo thrives in apper Sinde, and rmld(
fruit, but Hrm are no silkworme, th n;rllr
climate would probably agree with them. "The
trade in Feerozees or torquoises is considerable,
As is well known, that Beautiful stone is bronght
from Nishapoor in Persin. It is imported here
in hunngh ‘state. There are about a dozen shops
m prepared, after which they are sent
on o Some Feerozees reach
by way of Cabool, but the greater number are sent
by Shikarpoor, where the import is so extensive,
that all classes, rich and poor, huve ear-rings
and ornaments made from them, or bad,
of course, according to their circumstances
This trade is valued alone at rupees 50,000 per
anum. The trade in horses has declined, and
the supply varies. From five to eight hundred
liorses come down the Bolan pass yearly, chiefly
from Canllahar and Shawl,—the greater number,
however, go to India, by way of Kelat and Cura-
chew, Those which are brought to Shikarpoor
are sent to all parts of Sinde, to Khyrpoor and
Hyderabad, and sometimes to Bhawulpoeor, for
there is wo steady demand, and no permancnt
mart. These horses are too well known to re-
quire any particular description,—they are in
-



districts of Ranevpoor, Gumbat, and Korra, near
Kh . also at Ladkhana. The home mart-
factures of Shikarpoor itself do not amount 1o
more than 50,000 rupees, of course white and rerd
cloth, and this is consumed in the town. English
goods, however, are sometimes purchased by the
merchants, in exchange for their

ductions, if the market is well stocked—as lﬁ
may have them cheap, ahd be saved a journey to
Bombay,—but the duties prevent their taking any
great quantity, so that they have indigu of Khyr-
mnﬁ Oubaro, and prepared hides from Lad-

n:ﬁthnvﬂhfnfthnlnﬂus,whichwuﬂ.
in all probability, be sent down if the road were
open. The prafits of the trade from Candahar
are rated at 40 per cent. and to it at about half
that sum. The former was much greater than
at present, till the Candahar Sirdurs taxed the
ducats und gold sent to Indin ms merchandize, a
eustom, however, which is common in Toorkistan,
and which, when we consider the number of mer-
chants who deal largely in money alone through-
out Asig, is not so unjust as st first sightansy

nppear.

7. Upper Sinde has resources that have not a8
yet been developed, and which are eves open to
the notice of a superficial observer, and require
but little impetus to send them forth. Cotton,
which has been but little exported hitherto, and
bore the value of 21 El.pummd,mlﬂi
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year raised round Shikarpoor to the extent of
10,000 maunds of Lahore, (which is about the
same as that of Shikarpoor,) ahd such is the pro-
fit wpon it, that-a small mvestment which was
sent down the Indos to Vikkur as an experiment,
and which had been at from 8 to 9
Twﬂﬂ of Vikkur, (which is consider-

y less than that of Shikurpoor,) sold for 15
Rs of Tatta. Tt was sent to Ullah Yar
and Adum Yar, in Lower Sinde, also to Shawl,
bhut it may now, as its cultivation encreases, he
valeulated upon ps a ar export to Bombay.
The cotton of Lower Sinde is not 5
this is considered better, though not of the first
kind. It would not be difficult to encournge the
cultivation, and perhaps treble the supply ; 1n one
sense of the word, there are two crops of cotton
in Sinde. The seed is sown in April, and the
harvest reaped in July ;' but the roots wre often
left in the ground, and sprouting up in the fol-
lowing spring, yield a second crop in May, about
a month after the waters of the swell reach the
fields. The first kind is called * Naires,” and
the other * Moondee,” which are terms merely
meaning new and old. The richness of the crop
depends altogether on the riso of the Indus, which
is not however precarious.

8. Opium is reared at Shikarpoor, but has only
been cultivated for the Inst six or eight years
A trial has been made of its export to Bombay .
but, as there wasnolinseed oil, (ulsee,) except what
was imported, to prepare ¥, the article was not
approved of, and the speculation failed. . It

T
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hits been lately sent to Pallee i its raw sinle,
where its pre son i8 understood, nnd from
which it is s ~exported at the same price
as other opium; linseed has now been sown at
Shikarpoor and thrives, so that it is possible here-
after to export it direct. [t was formerly re-
cvived from Marwar and Kelat. 1 have been in-
formed that the Shiknrpoor opium has not the
same strength as that of Malwa, and the difterence
is suid to arise from that of Sinde being irrigated,
witich is not the case with the poppy in Malwa(#)
Last vear, 100 maunds of opium were produced
at Shikurpoor, the best near the village of Maree,
A jureeh of ground, which is 23 500 square feet,
- about half an aere, yields on an average five seers
of opinm, the heads being tapped three SuCCeEVE.
times. In its wet state, its value is about five

per seer, but it has much impurity from
the scraping of the . &e. in its dry state its
value is eight and a rupee, and sometimes
double. 1t is reaped in Apu—ir:.’ml May, after &
four months labour.. If it is thonght advisable
to enconrnge this trade, it will furnish o very
valuable return.

9. The indigo of the Shikarpoor district is mot
prized as much as that of Khyrpoor and Oobaro,
vast of the Indus, nor is the enltivation so exten-
sive. A better description of indigo than either
is found higher up the river, and will form snb-
jeet for future notice, but at present, this dye is
exported from Sinde to the Persian Guif by
Curachee, to the extent of 1,500 maunds o year,
which, as it now sells, is about the voloe of a lae
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of rupees. Tt varies in price from forty to sixty
rupees gecording to the rise of the river, on which,
as with eotbon, the erop depends: it is now sell-
ing at fifty-seven Rs. anIim best kind per mannd.
"T'his year a demand for it beyand the orop, though
that was productive, has arisen, aud ninety camel
in the Iaoodpootra country, and

Seyslsivtr;to Faiee Tt fainy of Sl G
not rival that of Bengal, or as it is colled, * Neeli
Furh (English indige), having much more
impn:int;’hut i%th only ﬁn: half the price, and
is gaid to have some advantnges in imparting
colonr of a more fixed kind. Itis exported to
(landnhar, bt Khornson derives its chief

from Mooltan, where it is better. The supply
fur Arabin and Persin may very easily be drawn
off by the Indus, at o great profie, with a toll so
light as that which has been imposed,

10. Besides indigo, there is an article in Upper
Sinde called * Sukur,” used as a red dye. 1t ik
merely the knot of the tamirisk shrub, but it is
not produced in all soils where that plant grows.
In the distr ‘ctufﬂmr&gxhiti:rrnmr‘ihmt_
abundanee, and to the extent I,ﬂgnr %{nﬂﬂ
maunds, and ean be profitably exported to Mar-
war, Paler, and Lower S'mde{ It gells here for
two ropees per maund.  Ihe article ix procurable
near Mooltan, Koomby, or ¥ Kussoomba,™ which
is safflower, a plant that yields a rich dye, i also-
reared, but & much better kind is i \ﬁ'lm:_
Cabool, a seer of the one being to two o
the other, so that they are often mixed and adul-
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ternted. 'This dye is spoken of us the second

paffron. 4
11, But Upper Sinde is much favoured by the
inundation of the river : for the last four years
the Indus has saturated the country around Shi-
karpoor, by throwing off jts superfluons waters
from Boordguh to Ladkhana This district wis
called * Wahnee,” from having no water, but it
is now said to yield nearly a lac of rupees anni-
ally to Government. 1t extends seventy or eighty
miles from Ghouspoor to Ladkhana, and varies
in breadth, from five to six miles: without this
antural seattering of the water, it would not be
an arduous task to keep the Sinde canal open for
:i:munﬂm,:t‘g"munrr,:huwwhmhu:r
ed by it four months by the lnrgest
At Shikarpoor, in April 1837, wheat was
at fifteen rupees per khurwar, while at

twenty-four, und at the mouth of the Indus it
;’ii!hh forty-five. This is not speculation, for
it has been tried, and as the toll is leviable on
bulk, all other grain muy be exported from one

of the Indus to another, at & very great pro-
fit. At Shikarpoor, for instance, Juwaree sells
for ten and twelve rupees per khurwar, and at the-
mouth of the Indus, for twenty-five and thirty,
and in Bhawn! Khan's country, rice does not hear
a higher value than a rupee per maund, though
it is of the first quality, while it sells at Shikar-
poor for two and a hal; but in the Delta again,
this grain is very cheap, o that while it may be
sent from one section of the river to another, it
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would not, perhaps, prove a profitable export for
the voyage. This would not, however, be the
case with ghee, which, in the Oobaro, grlls for
cight rupees per maund, and at Shikarpoor for
sixteen rupees, but though cheaper in the Delt,

the export to a foreign v might be yet
mide Iﬂhpﬂﬂmﬂg&ﬂ:bmﬂ profit of
some articles would be e, anid even treble
their value. The oil of the Sesamum would
yield a profit of 25 per cent. It sells outside

E: for 81 muund, and in the
m mrﬁmd nine ropees, and
kthl.:anMiﬁ Vi - .n.hnrm-ﬁh! that of Shi-
. , salt, spices, and groceries, ma

ﬂlupmm:ghmghtupmd down the riu{
with advantage, and a mixed cargo and grain
will alike yield profit

12. The wood of Sinde is not considered of a
good quality, except in Boordgah, a district narth
of Shikarpoor, (where the sakur dye before de-
seribed is found) and whence it has not yet been
exported. T state on pretty good authority, that
800 camel lowds of a superior article may be pro-
enred in the hills, but the tribe of Boordees are
grreat robbers, and precaution is necessary in deal
ing with them. 'The immediate districts of Shik-
arpoor also yield small quantities of wool, but in
Cachee, westwand of Ladkhana among the hills,
it might also be procured as well as at Degjeekot
and the country east of Khyrpoor to an extant,
as | am informed, of about a third of this. Jay-
sulmeer and Beecanoer vield very suparior wool,
and they are but 180 miles from the Indus, but,
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as doombas op fat-tailed sheep yield the best wool,
Kelat isalways spoken of as the great mart for this
article. The Braliwoees, or people of that country,
are beginning to appreciate the value of wool.
Tiwo years ugo some of them took s small quan-
tity to Bombay, which had been bought at three
rupees per maund, and which renlized twenty.
The effect of this was the despatch of one hun-
dred camel Joads lust year, with as much profit
to the exporter as before, only that the Khan has
now imposed a duty of two rupees on each load.
In Sinde, there are fow or no woollen fabrics, ex-
cipt coarse bags, carpets, and shalkees. It =ells at
twelve and fifteen seer per rupee. In Kelat it
self pelisses only are made from wool. Tesides
Kelat, the wool countries in this nei

are Shawl, Mustoong, Nulwad, and Kejmekran.
That of the two lnst may, no doubt, be best ex-
ported from the eea-ports of Guadur and Son-
meanee, but the outlets of the other will, in course
of time, be the Indus. Cabool and Toorkistan
are, however, wogl countries, and as there is such
a demand for this article, T have no doubt it might
be sent from Attock to Bembay with profit, even
thongh it has been, in the first instance, brought
from heyond Hindoo Khoosh. Besides wool,
horse-hair might be imported with advantage
from Sinde and Cabool, small quantities of it are
now taken by horse dealers.

18. In Upper Sinde the places next in import:
ance to Shikarpoor, are Khyrpoor, Ladkhana, and
the manufacturing towns of Gumbat, Haneepoor,
and Koors. Lieutenant Leech has given, in the
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ansexed paper, au nccount of thess three last
places, and a minute description of all the fabrics
procurpble in them. 1 also annex from Moon-

but though they are sent to the Delta by a land
route, a great is derived, sinee a score of
white eloth, costs twenty and twenty-one

rupees, as the Government share of produce.
Khyrpoor is the residence of the Ameers. It
receives English goods from Cygrachee by Ullah-
E and Adum-var-ka-Tunds, to the extent of

25,000 : Mooltun and Bhawulpoor to
the exteat of 20,000: from Ranneepoor to £ or
3000. It has no native manufactures It is
without : 400 maunds of cotton are reared,
and a quantity of opium. Nitre may be
had in any quantity at Sukkur. Salt is also made,
and sells at rupees 15 per mannd. The rock st
of Pind Dadun Khan on the Jelum, sells at the
mine, after a monopoly and exorbitant exactions,
at one and a half rupees per maund of Lahore,
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and the Hindoos of Sinde prefer it to all other
salt. At Pind Dadun, likewise, boats are to be
had eheaper than any place on the Indus, and for
some time, till the number on the river are in-
creased, would become a good specnlation, ng one
which costs three hundred rupees may be sold
for seven and eight hundred at Hyderabad and
the up country, boats, though sometimes pre-
furred to those lower down, may be broken up,
and huilt into Doondees.

14 The customs of Khyrpoor are farmed for
rupees 17,000 per annom, 200 of which are
realized on the imports from Hyderabad, and
2000 from what is*sent there. The Khyrpoor
Ameers are said to receive 100,000 rupees by
duties lhmﬁuut their territories on im
exports. The transit on goods passing the Indus,
from Curachee to Khyrpoor direct, are as follows.
Landing at Curachee ad valorem 5 per cent.

R, Korve
Hy Hyderabad toddum Khan-kn.

i R S et e O Camel.
AL TCRIOLE iee b oemsirete s B Porabet 200 ger fes
Knyworee in the Nara.....ocoooi. 3 8 .
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— e
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On reaching Kh r, the duty is no longer
levied on the camel load, but on a v jon of
the articles ; thus a piece of English chintz pays
seven and a half annas, and if the piece be very
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Inrge, it is reckoned at three, and taxed aceord-
ingly. Mooltan chintzes pay one rupes per score,
and if passed on to another place in the course of
a month, nothing additional is exacted ; if after
that time, the tax is repeated. At this present
time English goods are from 10 to 12 per cent.
dearer at Khyrpoor than H H:Id- "he taxes
of Khyrpoor are lighter - other

of Sinde. There are two villages n:rr 7
Tanda Mustee and Lookman, where no duties
are exncted unless the goods are sold, and only »
very light transit of ten annas per camel.  From
Khyrpoor to Subzulecte, the northern frontier of
Sinde, east of the Indus, a transit {mhdnm;ndnt]*
nl'-trlnz. per camel is levied. On the
wst of , from Shikarpoor to the Seik
frontier, there has been lately no open road, on
account of the lnwless habits of the tribes, but as
there is now little to be feared on this account,
the tract, which is a good one, will come into
use, particularly as & short cut between Shikar-
poor and Methuncote, " -

15, The transits and duties leviable on the
rontes east and west of the Indus, to the frontiers
of Sinde, have been stated. 1 might here note
the amount of toll and duty which was levied on
the river previous to the treaty, but the statement
would be long, complicated, and not much to be
depended on, from the many chiefs who shared
in it, and the varied mode of exaction; in soma
places a toll, in others a duty ad valorem,
ing to the will of the ruler, but in all instances,
after such deluys, that trade had entirely disap-
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peared. The last instaner, and a very illustrative
one it is which I can hear af any commercial
speculation being carried on before the British
turned their attention to the improvement of this
commerce, was that of two Hindoos, who, about
twelve years ago, brought down grain to Shikar-
poar, in @ season of scarvity.  From Methun to
that town they paid about 280 rupees of duty on
ench bout of grain, for a section of the river where
a toll of rapees sixty is now leviable, and from
Methun to * hut rupees 240! The com-
mercial resalts of the downward pavigation of
the Indus, as far as they have yet been tri
have proved very satisfactory, so much =0 indeed,
that for u time it will probably turn out i more.
profitable speculation to send down bulky goods,
as sugar, &c. which can be procured higher up,
thowugh they have onssty made a long journey,
than navigate without steam from the sen.

sugar from Lodiana, 1 believe, from Mu-
eumpoor, yielded at r twenty-four ru-
pees per maund, though its original eost had been
but five rupees. 'Ihis would, however, be greatly
diminished if the trade from Bombay is persever-
el in, but, in nny case, the means of :ug:[ﬂ ﬁ
Khorasan with this great necessary of Lifie, !
facilitated by this route.

16, The great advantages to be derived from
the downward nsvigation, is now eshibited, Jead
me to note some practical facts concerning that
subject at the period when, as it has been estab-

* Tiegihls.
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lished beyond doult by Lisdtenant Wood's print-
o reports, the Indus falls to its lowest, the months
of Febroary and March. This happens to be the
season @t which the riee and jowaree crop of
Upper Sinde is brought down to Hyderabad, and
ascending the river during these months, we mat
ahout 250 vessels. They were very deeply laden,
some within a few inches of the water, and draw-
ing from three to five foet water; and ong, which
Licutenant Wood measured, bad the large draft
of five feet six inches.  Their mode of procedure
was ing but satisfictory, since they made
many halts, advinced but eight or ten milul-dq,
and always had & pilot-boat a-head to direct their
course and provent accidents, for it was evident
that if such heavily lnden vessels missed the chan-
nel, and took a bank, it would be most difficult
to drag them back, I pointed out these circum-
stances to some Shikarpoor merchants, as a dis-
ndvantageons churacter of the river, atall events,
in February and March, sinee so much delay
would involve loss of interest and ts ina boat
having a cargo of merchandize.  They, however,
informed me that grain boats weré always over-
loaded, that tl}ayﬂ:l:l__flumr ohject in getting
safely than speedily to Hyderabad, and that they
carried as much as they could, since their heavy

saved other boat hire, and the grain
and the boats generally belonged to government.
Nursingdass, a Shikarpoor Dulal, however, pro-
dueed one practical of this assertion, for he
acompanied the 1 investment from Shikar-
poor in the beginning of March, raached Hyder-
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abad in six days from Shikarpoor, without acci-
dent. The vessel, however, wns * Zohruk™ or
up country boat, with a ton of 60 Khirwars,
and baving mixed eargo, might have carried ten
less than her burthen. She descended without
pilot or guide, first to I{iydmbnd and then to the
#ea; the latter part of the voyage being a little
more protracted, but only on account of the
southerly winds.
(Signed) A. Bouses,
Uin & Coimmarcial Mimios to Cabool.

Hhawslpoor, Aoy 6, 1837,
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"No, 1IV.

0N THE TRADE OF CABUL, BY Mx. CllAs, MASSON,"

Kabul, the capital eity of an extensive king-
dom, is not only the centre of a large internal
traffie, but enjoying eminent advantages of locali-
ty, to possess the whole of the carrying
trade cen Indin and Turkistan. A trade
has ever existed between India and Afghanistan ;
the latter deriving from the former a variety of
commodities, foreign to the produce of its own
soil, climate, and manufactures, while she hos
little to return beyond fruits of native growth.

hanistan is dependent upon India for articles
indispensable for the convenience of her inhabi-
tants, and the carrying on of her few manufactures,
as fine calicoes, indigo, spices, drugs, &c. Of lnte
years, the introduction of British manufactured
goods, as fine calicoes, musling, chintzes, shawls,
&c. has produced a new mra in this trade, super-
seding in  great measure the inferior importa-
tions as to quality from India, and the more ex-
pensive fabries from Kashmir. The consumption
of these manufactures at Kabul, although exten-
five and increasing, will, from causes, have a limit,

* This gontieman has been jong rosideat in Cabal
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but to what extent they might be transmitted to
the markets of Turkistan, canmot be so ensily de-
fined. At the same time that British monufie-
tured goods have found their way to Kabul, so
have also Ruossian, and what is singular, even
Dritish manufactured goods may be found at
Kabul, which have been imported from Bokhara.
The anarchy reigning in Afghanistan for a lantﬁ
period, and the ambiguous political relations
the several petty governments, at the present time
established in 3t, huve not been favourable to
the prosecution of its commerce; yet it would
b , that during the last few years, the trade
of has considerably inereased,—the ¢ustom-
house of Kabul, under the Suddozie prinves, be-
ing farmed for only 25000 rupees per annom,
and that of Ghanzi for only 7,000 ropees per
annum, whereas the last year (1834) the former
K-ﬁrmﬂﬁrueh&md 40,000 ru &ulpd
latter for 80,000 rupees,—while ties
levied are at the same rute, viz. a chahalek or 2}
per cent. ad valorem.  With respect to the value
of the trade of Kubul, it may be observed, that
there are six points within its territories where
duties on merchandize are levied, viz. Kabul,
Ghagni, Bamiar, Charreekar, Loghur, and Jals-
lnbad. The transit duties at these several places
in 16834 were farmed as follows -—

Kabul,

140,000 40 — 5,600,000-_12 Hs per £466,6004 .
Ghazni.

00,000 x 40=3,200,000.:12. . .........200,660 4
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Beamian.

S0,000 3¢ A0=2 000,000 12 Ra. per £166,600
Charrecdar.

10,000 3 40— 40000012 .. .. 333384
Laghoer.

6000 x 0= 2UOM0413..... . 20,000
Jalalabad. !

12,000 x 40= dmmm._...... .. 40,000

Total t Value of ;
28,000 { oftutids. Memhﬂhm}ml

"T'hi= table only correctly shews the amount of
benefit to the state derived from direct duties on
SRR eyl B o ey o o i eed

B at two y 01F AL
m&m; lra{whmitil considersd that the
furmaors of them “reap, or expect to reapa profit,
and that smuggling to a very great extent pre-
vails, while there is a constant gvasion nf]ummt.
of duty through favour, power, or other ciroum-
stanpes, the ealeulation that the trade f Kabal
with her neighbours may be of "the value of one
million sterling, is likely to fall short of rather
than to excend the truth.  OF this sam, 200,000/,
will be the valoe of its trade with Turkistan.

The opening of the navigation of the Indus,
and the establishment of Hritish factories at Mi-
thankot, cannot fail to have a mlutary effect in
increasing the extent and facility of commercial
transnctions between India and Knhul. und of in-
ducing a much Jarger consu of Rritish
manufactured goods both in and Tuarkis
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tan. Perhaps no spot could have been selected
for a mart on the Indus, offering equal advan
with Mithankot, being at once the key to
rivers of the Punjab, and the point nearly at
which the merchandize of India is at the present
day transmitted to Afghanistan by the medium
of the Lohani merchants. It was no trivial point
gained, that by the selegtion, a great portion of
the extended trade will be confined to them, us
the limited trade is now. Independently of the
wisdom of eausing mo nnnecessary inmovation in
the established unil practices of a
the commercial - i tribes may be to
lend every assistance to measures which decrease
their labours and lengthened journeys, and in-
crense, consequently, their gaing. Lhey have
the trade between Kabul and
M and the monopoly was and is due to
their integrity, valour, and industry. No other
men travel even in kuffilas from Kabul to
Darband. The Lohanis pass i ef armis, and a8
Hmjr‘;::;nnﬂuﬁuu the road, and the camels
{the beasts of burthen empluy:g() are their own
property, no other traders can afford to bring of
carry merchandize at so cheap a rate, and they
have, therefore, no competitors in the markets

at Kabul and Ghazni, on account of being AL
ghins, and in conformity to ancient right or ie-
dulgence, they pay duties on a lower scale than
other individuals. Dut the Lohanis, a patient
and persevering class of men, accustomed to a re-
gular routine of trade, are, from their habits, ligtle
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likely to embark in any new speculations, unless
encournged and invited to doso.  Their cantion,
ani perhaps apathy, cause them to form their in-
vestments of such # as they now will sell,
and by no means of such as may sell, seeming to
prefer a certain but small profit, to a larger but
doubtful one. These reasonsy I apprehend, ac-

count for the uf many arti-
cles of British and [u: p'ndmmm

tures in the Kabul market, wghile many articles
are found there brought from Russin, vin

khisira,
which might be better in quality, and
cheaper. in [n:imm ' -
= nigu::amﬂhlah;::td ik gty
assartment at Mi will, of course,
be the facility of introducing and disposing of
them. At Qandahar, whose commerce is very
short of that of Kabul, but whose merchants ge-
nerally proceed to Bombay, where there is no
want of allurement to purchase from deficiency
in the abundance, variety, and display of goods,
there are an infinity of articles to be found, which
are in vain songht for at Kabul.  OFf the commo-
dities of India and manufactures of Britain, which
would find sale in Afghanistan and Turkistan, the
former are well known, and would remain ns at
present, the demand being only increased, as
spices, indigo, muslins, fine sugar, drugs, &e. were
diminished in price by the additional fucilities
which would be given to commerce, but of ﬁ
Intter, a great variety of new articles
be introduced,—chintzes, fine calicoes, mislins,
shawls, &c. of British manufacture, have now be-

T
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come fashionable ; and investments of broad cloth,
vilvet, , entlery, chinn-ware, gold and silver
lace, g&l’:hrmd. buttons, needles, sewing silks
and cotton-thread, iron-bars, n::lpper, tin, hrass,
and quicksilvér, iron and wire, looking-
glasses, with a multitede of various little articles
conducive to comfort and convenience, would be
readily disposed of. It js singular that not a
sheet of English manufactured writing paper can
be found in the bggaar of Kabul, while Russian
foolscap, of coarse inferior quality, abounds, and
is generally employed in the public departments.
It may nat be improper to enumerate some of
the articles which form the bulk of the exporis
from Russin to Rokhara, specifying such. thereof
as find their way to Kabul. The exnct amount
of the Russian exports to Bokhara, if an object
to be ascertained, ean be found by reference to
the Petershurgh Gazetes, if accessible, in which

Manufactured Goods, &
Hroad cloth re-exported to Kabul in large

quantities.
Fino linens and calicoes,

8ilk gumls re-exported to Kabul in large
tities.

qun

Volvets ditto.

Chintzes, rarely to Kabul.

Sewing thread and silk.

Gold and silver lace re-exported to Knbal
Gold and silver thread re-exported to Kabul,
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Neeiles re-exported to Kabul.

Steel and copper wire re.exported to Kabul.
Leather of Hulgar re-exported to Kabul.
Paper re-exported to Kabal,

Chinaware rarely to Kabul

Glussware.

{.!uﬂ;rj.

Loaf sugar very rargly.

Trom in bars

Steel in bars. .

Tin in 44
Copper in plates r!-a?urhd ' to ul.
Brass re-exported to Kabul:
Quicksilver re-exported to Kabul
Cochineal 1o Kabul .
'en e d to Kabul

Honey.

Wax, white nnd yellow.

In glancing over this imperfect list, it will be
obvions that many of the articles of Russian
manufacture most Iy imported to Kabul, via
liokhara, ought to be superseded by similar ones
from Bombay. From Urenburg, the point whence
traffiec between Russin and Hﬁhm i T'th“F
condueted, there are sixty-two eamel or kafla
mirches, and from Bokhara to Kabul thirty-five
camel or kafla murches, ling a total of ninety-
seven camel or kafla murches, independent of
halts. In the distance travellod duties are Jevied
at Khiva, Bokhara, Balkh, Muzzar, Khulam,
Hybuk, Qunduz, Kahmerd, Sohghan, Bamian,
and Kabul. That the supplies from Bombay to
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Kabul bave been hitherto inandequate for the
wants of the markets, is in a great measure owing
to the sluggishness of the Afghun merchants;
that they will cease to be so, may be hoped from
the opening of the navigation o the Indus, and
the conversion of Mithankot into a mart, which
will bid fair to become a second Bombay for the
merchants of these countries.

Broad cloth, largely exported from Bekhara, i
a regular article of consumption at Kabul, heivg
nsed for the chupkins, kabahs, sinabunds, & of
the opulent, as coverings to the holster pipes
af the military, and as jackets for the disciplined
troops ; dark colours are generally preferred, but
biue, scarlet, and drab, are also in vogue, and fine
and coarse qualities are alike saleable. :

In fine linens and calicoes, the Russian fabrics
are unable to contend with Hritish mannfactures
at Kabul, either in quality or price, and some af
the latter even find their way to Bolhara.  Hus-
sian chintyes are esteemed more durable. than
liritish, as being of coarser texture, but with less
elegant or fast colours, and, although occasionally
hrought to Kabul, afford no profit to induee
further speculations.

Silk goods, which are hrought to HKahul from
Bokhara, of Russinn manufacture, and in large
quantities, would appear to have every chanee of
being superseded by better and cheaper i poTii-
tions from Mithanket, or even Bombay, where
certainly the fabrics of Bengal and China, if not
England, must be abundant. Amongst a variety
of modes in which silk goods are consumed 3%
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Kabil, permanent ones are in the under garmients
of both male and femnle inhabitants who can af-
frd it.  The colours most prized are red, blue,
and yellow. Silk handkerchicfs, of various eo-
lours, and even bluck ones, would probably meet
a read ul:!;&umhl mmiuhu:fﬂkhmiury.
s even stockings. 8 oves, lnce,
ribhands, &c. might not be _ ﬂ thers
being no use or iden of them.  Kabul has its own
gilk manufactures, introdoced some twen
years since by artizans from Harat, under the pa-
tronage of Mahmud : at present there are
eighty-eight looms in employment, each of which
jays an annual tax to the state of twenty-three
rupees; the articles manufactured are plag silks
called kanavaiz, red, yellow, and purple ; Dura-
hew, of slighter texture, less width, and of the
same colours; sujn khannee, of | nnd small
width, a red ground, with perpendicular white
lines ; dushmals, or handkerchiefs, black and red
with white spots, bound by females uround their
heads ; and loonghees hummama, or for the bath.
Raw and thrown silks are imported from Hok-
hars, Qandahar, and Harat, and raw silk is
cured from Tazhow, the districts of the Su
Koh, Koh, Duman, and the neighbourhood of
Kabul : thrown silk of Harut is preferred to
that of Bokhara, and the latter to that of Qanda-
har, while silk thrown at Kabul, from native pro-
duee, is preferred to all of them.
Velvets and siting, of Russian manufscturs, are
brought from Bokhara to Kabul, where there is
a small but regular conswmption; velvets being
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employed sometimes for kabahs, awl to cover

les, &c. This year the battalion soldiers were
furnished with caps of velvet,all of Russian fabrie.
For kabuhs, black velvet is in most request, but
red amd green are ulso used.  Satins are employ-
od sometimes to form articles of dress, most fre
quently as facings and trimmings.

Sewing threads and gilks, 1 eghould sappose,
would be as saleable at Kabul as at Bokhara, but
T have never observed any of Enropears manufac-
ture here. They are brought from Hombay to
Hyderabad, and may be seen in the shops there.

Gold and silver lnce i brought from Hokhar
to Kabul, of Russian manufacture, in large quan-
tities : they are also brought from Indiw, both of
Indinn and British mannfacture.  The quantity
lu:;ugllt from Bokhara exceeds that brought from
Indin

Steel and copper wire very | exparted
from Russin to Bolkharn, is inqt-mmnt Kabul.
1 am not aware of the uses vr extent of consump-
tion of these articles, but the former, 1 believe, is
used for musical instroments.  Leather, churn of
Bulgar, is brought from Bokhara to Kabul, of
Russinn preparation, and in lurge quantities, beinig

in the construction of miljmr&nud riding
coats, horse-furniture, and mattarrahs; or finskets
for holding water, which every horseman con-
siders a necessary part of his equipments, Leather
is also largely prepared at Kabul, and hides are
imported from Bajore, Preshawur, &e. Paper.
of Russian fabric, is brought from Bokhara to
Kabul in very large quantities, and is much in
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demand. It is of foolseap size, and of stoul ine
ferior quality, and both white and blue in colour,
as well as both ghized and unglazed. The blue
glazed paper is preferred, unglazed [Pnpi‘!:l‘ being
even submitted to the operation of glazing at
Kabul. Quantities of Russian paper, both gluzed
amd unglazed, are annunlly ex from Kabul
to Qandahar; at the latter is also found
ordinary white foolseap, (perhaps brought from
Bombay), but which, from the water marks,
u’ould“:ﬁnr to be of Portuguese fabric; the
wame is also plentiful at Hydermbad, and
may perhaps e manufactured at Damaun.  Paper
fur the Kabul market should be stout, to allow
fucility of erasure, and on this account, and with
reference to the nature of the ink employed,
glazed paper is most prized, which is p hy
saturating the unglazed fabric in a composition
of starch, and ill.bm[uenﬂi: ng it. No
duty is paid on paper at Kabul.

Chinaware is sometimes exported from Dokhara
to Kabul, but generally of ordinary Chinese fabric.
It is also in n certain demond, which = o
increase, from the growing habit of tea drinking,
&e. Articles of British chinaware are occusion-
ally seen, but they have been brought (probubly
from Bombay) rather as presents than as objects
for sale, 1In the same manoner, tea-trays and
other eonveniences are found. Chinaware, stone-
ware, and even the superior kinds of eurthen-
ware, would no doubt find a sale at Kabul, if the
charges on their transmission from. or
Mithankot would allow of the speculation, but the
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articles should be of a solid unture, and fitted for
the uses of the purchasers, as plates, dishes, basins,
bowls, tes-cups, jugs, &e. chinaware, as
well as g in quest for use, is employed for
ornament and display, every room in a respectable
. house having its shelves furnished with sets of
basing, bowls, &e. &ec. and these are generally of
the coarse fabric of Kabul. Chinaware being
scarce, nnd too high in price. The enrthenware
of Kabul manufacture is very indifferent, althongh
the country ahounds with excellent materials.

Glassware exporied from Russia to Bokhara
i not brought to Kabul for sle, nor is any of
British manufacture to be found, although many
articles applicable to ordinary and useful purposes
would probably sell. To Hyderabad, imports
from Bombay are in a Wmmmdﬁm
and glass decanters, with drinking are
common in the shops. During the last five or
six years, attompts have been made, generally by
Persians, to establish a glass manufactory ot
Kabul, but the success has not been complete in
a profitable point of view. The articles fabricat-
ed are bottles, drinking glasses, &¢. the glass made
is slight, and not very elear, but, upon the whole,
of tolerable quality.

Cutlery of Ruosstan manufacture exported to
Bokhara is rarely brought to Kabul, nor has
English entlery ever been a subject of trade there.
Hyderabad and also Qanduhar derive many ar-
ticles of cutlery from Bombay, as ragors, scissors,
clasp knives, &e. which mmkf no doubt as readily
sell at Kabul. These are manufactured at Kabul
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of inferior kinde: and of more esteemed quali
at Chahar Bagh of Lughman, but they are ng
indifferont articles.

Loaf sugar, largely imported from Russia to
Bokhara, i= rarely bronght to Kabul; there are
mannfactories of 4 course article ;nrnd from
the finer raw sugars imported from Indin, from
which also sugar candies are prepared. In the
distriets west of Jalalabad, ne Chahar Hagh and
Balla Bagh, the sugar-cane is extensively oulti-
vated, amd the products in sugar and goor to a
large amount are disposed of at Kabul; but
whether from circomstances of =oil, elimate, eulti-
vation, or ion, (more probubly the lat-
ter), both cane and its produce wre inferior
articles. Sugars also find their way to Kabul
from Peshawur, where the plant thrives better,
or is cultivated with more attention, and the pro-
ducts consequently are of a richer and finer grain
than those of Jalalabad. The sugars of India
are exported from Kabul to Bokbara to a limited
extent ; but no British loaf sugar has ever arrived
at Kabul, and the experiment remains untried,
whether it might be profitably earried to Bok-
hara, or be able to compete with that of Russian
manufacture at that city, where, from the uni-
versal habit of tea drinking, it is in general de-
mand and consumption. The chances are in its
favor, but certainly were the eommunications as
they might and ought to be, botween Lndin and
Kabul amd Turkistan, the latter, or at least-her
provinees south uftlmﬂmu.uuglﬂ-lnn_:h#-
pendant for saccharine products on Russia.
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Iron in bars, IBIE:.I exported from Russia to
Bokhara, does not jts way to Kabul, nor does
iron of British produce, although exported from
Bombay to Kalat of Bilochistan und (undahar.
Kabul derives its iron from the mines of Bajore,
and reexports it to Turkistan, generally in the
form of horse-shoes ; large quantities of which are
anmually sent over the Hindu Hosh monntains
from Churreekar of Kohistan. Iron is not abun-
dant at Kabul, and high priced, one and a half
seer of unwrought iron selling for the current
rupee, and for the same sum half the quantity
(three charruks) of wrought irous.

- Bteel of Russian fubric ayurmlwﬂukhuiii
not introduced at Kobul, which, independentl af
her own manufuacture, derives supplies of Inzn'
stecl via Peshawr and Multan, and British steel

from Bombay via Qundahar.
< Tin pla or white iron, is largely brought
to from Russin, but not re-exporied

thenee to Kabul. This article is exported from
Bombay to Qandahar, where there are several
dokans or shops of whitesmiths.
Copper in plates and bars, very extensively ex-
ported from Russia to Bokhara, is also la
from the latter place to Kabul, where
there is & constant and important consumption of
it, for the ordinary household utensils of the in-
habitants, for the copper coinage of the govern-
ment, and for other various purposes. Coppet
from Hombay is largely introduced into Sindh,
Bilochistan, and more to Qandahar. Whether it
might be profitably brought to Kabul will be best



&

determined by the prices obtained for jt there.
New unwrought copper is retailed for eight ra-
pees the seer Kabul ; wrought or fashioned into
vessels eleven ropees Kahum 3 broken eopper pur-
chased by the mint at seven rupees the seer. Not-
withstanding the existence of copper in many of
the mountains of Afghamistan and Bilochistan,
there is not a single mine worked in them, or in-
deed in any region between the Indus and- the
Euphrates, the Persiane deriving their copper
via Erzernm from Asia Minor, the Uzbeks, and
artinlly the Afghans from Russia, while Qanda-
and the maritime provinces of Sindh and
Bilochistan are supplied from Hombay.

Brass exported from Iussin to is
ingly introduced into Kabul, where there is a
limited but constunt consumption of it in the or-
naments of horse furniture, military arms, and
equipments, bells for the necks of comels, pestles,
mortare, &c. &e ; occasionally for the easting of
guns.  Brass utensils are little nsed by Moham-
medans, but largely by Hindus, and these are
brought prepared to Kabnl from the Pﬁhﬂ.

Quicksilver isexported from Russia to
and thence to Kabul,and is employed to plate look-
ing-%h—. in medicines, &e, ; its consumption is
but limited, and it is also brought from India.

Cochineal exported from Rnssia to Hokhara is
brought thence to Kabul, where itr consumption
is by the silkedyers. It sells for seven NH
Kahum the maund tabrizee, or two ‘a half
clinrruks of Kabul.

T'en is exported largely from Russia to Bok-
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hara, of a kind ealled there * Khoosh booee;:”
this is rarely brought to Kabul, bnt large quan-
tities of ordinary kinds of bliuck nnd green tea are
t th!rurfyram Bokhara, which seem to be
imported from China via Khokun and Yargand.
A superior kind of tea culled * Bankah™ is some-
times to be procured at Kabul, but not as an ar-
ticle for sale. The consumption of tea will,
process of time, be ve considernble at Kabul, -
the habit of drinking it being a growing one.
At Quudahar it does not prevail, and tea, I be-
lieve, is seldom or ever carried there for sale. As
a beverage, it ix also nearly unknown in Bilo-
chistan und Sindh. It is considered cheap at
Kaubul at six rapees the charruk, or one-fonrth of
i seeT.
Honey anid wax exported largely from Russia
to Bokbara are not introduced to Kabul, which

is plenti ied with excellent qualities of
Mﬁ its native hills, as those of

Bungush, Khonur, and the Sufaid Koh range.

The trade between Russin and Bokhars yields
to the Government of the latter o yenrly revenne
of forty thousand tillahs, collected from the Kaf
filas passing to and fro. As khiraj or duty is
levied at the rate of two and a half per cent. nd
valorem, the whole amount of the trade will not
bee less than 1,600,000 tillahs, or about 12,500,000
rupecs—a lurge excess to the amount of be-
tween Kabul and Bokhara, which would seem to
b about 2 500,000 rupees.

‘I'he merchants of Kabul have many of them
commercial transactions with Russia itself, and
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their agents or gomashtahs are resident at Oren-
berg and Astrakan, while their intercourse with
India scoms to exist rather from necessity tham
choice.  The season for the traftic of Kabul in-
clining towards Russia, for articles of European
fabric, may perhaps be discovered in the remote-
ess from it of any great mart for British manu-
factures. Bombay, until lately the nearest, being
to be reached by =ea, if vin Karachi Bunder, or
throngh countries unknown oven by name here,
if by a land route from Hyderabad. Sea voyages
are generally much dreaded, and a journey to
Bombay is seldom performed by an inhabitant of
Kabul, unless as a consequence of one of the lust
and most desperate acts of his life, the pilgrimage
to Mecea. Tt may also in be aseribed to the
comparative facility and of the communi-
cations between Kabul and which, ex.
ing one or two points, are tolerably secure,
while the rulers of the intermediate regions are
content to levy moderate Badj or duty upon mer-
chandize; the Governments of B:Hmra g in
this i Iy lenient and liberal.
vl i mﬂng"i]ifbul and India are, with the
exception of the dreary and desolate one of the
Gomul, impracticable to any Kafla of whatever
strength, and this can only be travelled by the
Laohanis, who are soldiers as well as merchants.
But these being nlso a ral community, for
the gunvenience of their make but one visit
to India during the year, and the route is closed
nﬂp[r::]t the periods of their pa and return.
The Lohani, born and nurtured in the wilderness,
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and inured from infaney to hardship and danger,
will eneounter, from eustom, the diffioulties of the
Gomul route ; but the merchant of Kabul shrinks
from them, and the route is likely ever Lo be mo-
i by the Lohanis, and never to become i
one for the merchants of Kabul. The in-
tercourse hetween Kabul and Indin would be ex-
eoedingly promoted by opening the anciently ex-
isting high road from Kabul to Multan, &c., via
Bungush and Banno. This route is very con-
sidornbly shorter, leads chiefy through & Tevely
fortile, and populous conntry, is practicable at all
gonsons of the year, and go doubt could be ren-
dered sife, were the governments on the Indus
and of Kubul to co-cperate. :
“The traders of Russin appear very nomﬂ
to study the wants and convenience of the |
with whom thu:{ traffic, and to adapt their
necordingly.  The last year, (1854,) a specics of
Tussian chintz was hrought as an experiment from
Rokhars to Kubul. It was of an extraordinary
breadth, and of a novel pattern, and was sold for
three rupees the yard: in like manner was brought
Nankah, or linen stamped with chintz patterns,
and the readiness with which these articles were
disposed of, will probably induce larger exporte.
T'he last article is one caloulated to supplant the
present large importations of IHritish chintzes or
stamped ealicos. The advantage of superior ma-
chinery cnabled the skilful and enterprising arti-
cans of Great Britain to effect a memorable revo-
Jution in the commerce of Asia, and their white
cottons and printed calicos have nearly driven
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from its morkets the humbler manofactures of
Indin. Slight cotton falirics are, of course, emi-
nently ealenlated for so sultry a climate as thet
of Imdin; but less so perhaps for one so variable
in temperature as that of Afghanistan, Its inha-
hlta.utn, while from nu:ennt{ they clothe them-
selves in ealicos, will nntural the better
fubrics of Brituin ; but tftlu'g wers utlli-rul linens
of equally fine web and beanty of printed patterns,
there cun b no doubt which would be selected.
It is not improbable, but that sconer or later,
manufactures of flax and hemp will in some
measure sapersede thnnl of cotton for general use
in Afghanistan,

1 shall close these remarks, which prineci
turn on the trnde between Russin and Kabal, via
Bokhara, by observing that the Russian merchints
so nicely study the wants and even disposition of
the peeple with whom they traffie, that multitndes
of the inhobitunts of Kabul are to be seen with
Chupans of Nankah on their backs, actually got
up and sewn at {}rfnhﬂrg—-wluie all the shops in
the city may be searched in vain for a d:ﬁﬁ
ton of Hritish, or indeed any other man
when oné, two, three, or more are required for
the dress of every individual, as substitutes for
which they are compelled to use thread simply
twisted into a spherieal shape.

(A true copy.)

W. H. MacvaoHTEN,
. Boe: o (e Gov. of Indis.
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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO THE
TRADE ON THE INDUS,
-

iy Geomcs Anin, Esg. Merchant in. Londo.

Ao
ol , which ; . openi

of ﬁnlﬂmw&m towards the int;-tﬁ
duction of British trade on that river, until tu-
wards the end of 1835, At this period the Hom-
bay Government tehed Lioutenants Carless
and Wood, of the Indian Navy, to survey the
mouths of the river, and the result was, an acen-
rate chart, together with a report, on the subject,
which established two important facts, vie :—lst,
That the mouths of the Indus were linble to con-
stant changes, nnd to such a degree, that while
one or more of them was often blocked up by the
inundation of a single season, another and totally
different one was formed by the same means
2d, That boats drawing more than four feet of
water could not be used with advantage or safety



oo the river, during the first sixty miles of its
course from the sen

By a statement of Colonel Pottinger’s, it ap-
pears that boats of all siges are to pay a certain
toll, without Ifﬂmh:lluﬁ“, for the right of
navigation. For the whole distance frgm Roopur
on the Sutledge to the sea, his impgt'lm::nm
570 Tatta rupees pet boat ; while, for the inter-
medinte distances, a proportional reduction is
made. Goods on being landed on the banks of
the river, become subject to the customs’ duties
of the local government.

E Offieers, with ﬁbnrdinm mutive
agents, have also been stationed at various points
on the river, to superintend its trade, nﬁntn
take cognizmnes of any complaints which the par-
ﬁumgﬁdil it may have occasion to make.

For purpose of affording data ay to the
nuture of the trade with centell Asin, (for which
the Indus is the notural ehanoel), the supreme
gavernment has published a paper on the subject
by a Mr. Masson, who has long been resident in
Cawbul, This is dated the 16th November 1885,
anil, amongst othor importunt facts, proves, that
a large and growing trade exists at present be-
twoen India and nistan, composed, in a
great of British manufactured goods.
The whole trade of Caubul, Mr. Masson estimates
at the valoe of £003,381.

‘Towards the end of 1835, some i Jiay-
ing arisen between the Ameers and the British
Government, Sir Alexander Hurnes was - de-
spatched to Sinde to settle them ; and after ac-

%



complishing the ohject of his mission, published
some * Practical Notes on ! i
gation of the Indus” which furnish a good deal
valuable information on the subject.
At the snme time, a wealthy native merchant of
Bombay was induced to purchase a small steamer,
and despatch her to the Indus with & consign-
ment of goods. The vessel, which was ill adapt-
ed for the purpose, encountersd numerous obsta-
cles on her passage up to Hyderabad, arising from
the rapidity of the current, to overcome which,
her small engine (ten horse power) was by no
means sufficient. The Eﬂﬂl by her, at the same
wors unsuited to the very limited market of
Sinde; and the whole speculation turned out i
fuilure. It is not, however, for the small, poor,
the navigation of the Indus is desirable, but for
Ihuuuuiu-hq&d;-uhtﬂn result of this
MTm the river is of little or no conse-
fquence, indesd, proves nnthiu.gmwim regari
to the trade with central Asia, which the
Indus is principally required.

On the Oth of February 1836, letters were re-
cvived from Lieut. Wood, one of the officers
above mentioned, communieating the result of his
survey of the Indus, from the sea to Hyderabad,
in the following words :—

« T have but two days returned from my fifth
examination of the Indus, between Hy
and the sea ; and though many of the difficulties
that beset us in the little steamer have disappear-
ed with a more minute acquaintance with the

B
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stream, still the Indus is a most foul and perplex-
ing river.

“ Most of the difficulties we encountered in our
first ascent, are to be attriboted to the vessel
With n more powerful steamer, able to propel
ngnimthrm,gﬂlnfthuaﬂm.itmnlrhaw
R e

H to the Indus, a
nine, or peghaps twelve feet water, if once over
the entrance, and upon the river, could reach
Hyderabad, where the river is at its lowest.
Everywhere 1 have taken sectional soundings I
im found in some part of the line, two
and a half or two fathoms; but though I found
this depth, I would not say that the Indus is

i ut all times to 2 vessel whose draft is
mhe above, as it might lead to disappoint-
menlk,

* Many of the officers who have been in Sinde,
gpenk of the river as mile wide, but they could
not have measured it, as my own eyes and actual
mepsurement soon told me.  This loose way of
estimating distances has given rise to expectations
which the reality does vot bear out. But Dr.
Heddle and T can attest the fidelity with which
Sir A. Buornes has delineated the river in his map,
At Tatta he makes it 670 yards, 1 made it 660;
but T think he overrates the quuntity of water
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vith 1 ) in April
1836, and attracted considerable attention, both
“Indis and England, in the latter of which
countries the mnmafrcturers, und numerous weal-
dividuals eonnected with commeree, express-
themselves desirous of supporting it.  The at-
tetion of the Indian gwnrn::hznt was also ut-
tracted by the pectus, and the grgatest desire
wis uhnu?n by r:v:nd ite subordinate officers, to
sn]:{]m and enconrage the undertaking. |
n a Jetter upon this subject, Sir Alexander
Burnes states, *~ I may now assure you, that no
man is more disposed to advance your views re-
garding f commerce on the Indis, than the pre
gent 11 eral; and one cannot hut e
deli with the hearty goodwill that his Yard-
ship hos exhibited lhmn‘%kmt townrils vour pro-
ject. I shall only add, that 1 shall be delighted
“at all times, and in all ways, to aid you: and if
the schome doos not sucesed, it M{Um be for
the want of my putting & willing shoulder to the
wheeL" ;

« [ may be considered a person who is not dis-
interested ; but I have no hesitation in saying,
that in the end, this affiir must succeed. ‘There
are articles even now on the Indus, in which a
trade could be profitably earried on, and is be-
rinning to beso. One great thing is, that the
Government has taken the line under itsprotec-
tion.  Runjeet Sing, it is true, wanted o umsettle
Sinde, but we wonld not let him : tind ‘mow e

B
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has promized to aid us in our commercial Views
to the ntmost of his power.”

The project for navigating the Indus has, how-
ever, owing to the commercial erisis which has
lately taken place in England, been suspended
for the present.

In the meanwhile, the opening alforded by the
river for commercial eggerprise, is becoming more
and more tempting every day. The importance
of extending our political and commercial rela-
tions with the tribes and stiutes north of the In-
dus, us far as Caubul nnd Bokhora, seems to ba
fully recognised by the government of India ; and
one of their last acts has been to despatch o mis-
sion, under Sir A. Burnes, for the purpose of en-
tering into commercial treaties with the rulers
af the countries in question.  This officer, at the
same time, hae had placed under his command
E;Ehm and other officers, for the purpose of

cting a scientificsurvey of the countries he is
to pass through, and the government of India
have determined upon procuring a perfect
and map of the Indus, throughout the whole
eourse of its navigation. _

1t miy be as well to add on this occasion, that
one of the abjects of Sir A. Burnes” mission is to
ascertain the practicability of establishing large
fairs, like those of Leipsic and Novogorod, on
the banks of the Indus, for the purpose of secur-
ing to Hritish enterprise a portion of ﬂﬂ]ﬂ?
and valuable commerce of central Ah.mﬂilﬁ
now carried on almost exclusively with the latter
mart. The position of Mithunkot, on the Indus,



[

is deemed peculiarly favourable for this purpose.
as it is only about half as far as Novogored from
Bokhara, thmﬂ::ﬂnh a large portion of the
traders from C ~and the southern and south-
eastern portions of Asia, pass to the former place.
The project, too, seems feasible enough in other
ts; ns assemblages, such as are -
accord with Asiatic hubitg of commervinl dealing.
As yot, it must be confessed, the Indus has
been turned to much less account than might
have been anticipated. However, it has recently
been made the channel to some extent of a valu-
able commerce in wool, which has been opened
within the last year or two with the Belochee
and Affizhan tribes; and has extended ns far even
as the eastern portion of the Persian province of
Kornsan. The exports to Great Brituin of this
article from Bombay, which are principaily de-
rived from the sources mentioned, commenced in
1833, and bave increused in the following rapid
manner :—

Bales. Cwis,
1888 o B el 803
1884 .t 000 Same 1,719
VB85 ... RO NI T 6,368
ABOS i AR LN 14,645

How mueh further this important trade may
be carried, we have no very precise means of as-
certaining: but as it i= still in its infancy, and
as the flocks of sheep possessed b the Nomad
und other tribes of Asia are exceedingly numer-
ous, and the expense of transit, by means of ca-
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mels, trifling, there is reason to believe that an
almost unlimited supply of wool, if required, may
be obtained from amongst them, and at o compa-
ratively trifling price, as the article, from its
supernbundancs, is said to little or no value
until sought after by foreign traders.

The demand for British piece goods appears, on
the other hand, to be limited only by the means
of payment throughout all the countries north of
the Indus. Captain Wade, the political agent
at Loodianab, has recently taken the trouble to
ascertain the prices of the principal articles in
question, sold in the markets of Caubul and Bok-
hara. The following is an extruct of a letter
from him on the subject :—

“ With the exception of some faw articles, I
found that we enjoyed a decided advantage in
the sale of every description of piece goods at
Bokhara over the Russians; mr consequently
at Canbul.

“ If we coull afford to undersell them under
all the expenses and delays of an overlind roate,
which will be at least half abridged by the open-
ing of the Indus, the advantageous prospects that
are held out to our merchants who may enguge
in the pavigation of that river, seem to me to be
far from :ﬂmﬂmﬂ. imless, imideed, the recent
establishment of a Russian port at Mangaslak
should have placed the commercial relations of
Russia w]ﬂ.h Turkestan on an improved footing,
which T have no reason at present to suppose.

The prices eurrent of British goods forwarded
by this gentleman, together with a of samples,

L3
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prove that most articles of that deseription which
are sold in Bokburaand Canbul, incloding muslins,
calicoes, cambrics, shirtings, broad cloths, flannels,
and silks and sating, bring in the former 90, and
in the latter 40 per cent. more than in the market
of Caleutin

Captain Wade also communicates the discovery
of 4 bed of coal on the banks of one of the prin-
cipal tributaries of the Indus, in the following
extract of o letter, dated the 15th of October
1886 :—

“ You will be glad to hear that a coal mine
has been discovered on the hills on the banks of
the Sutledge. Reports had reached me of the
existence of the mineral in these hills; and the
fact hus since been established beyond a doabt,
by the transmission of several baskets of coals
thence as a specimen.  OF its quality I cannot

i itivel :itlppnantomntninlgmd
mk' mhuin’ntth:r. emits a disagreeable odour
in burning, and requires a considerable degree of
heat to ignite.”

Hence it appears that scareely any thing is now
wanting to render the Indus the channel of an
enormous trade : situated more advantageously
than nng;ther stream for becoming the commer-
cial outlet and inlet to the vast and populous ter-
ritories on the north and west of the Himaliaya
mountaing, as well as a large tract south of that
chain, all it has required to become available for
that purpose has been the protection and super-
intendence of a good government, ‘These are now
afforded ; and political events clearly point out

-
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the strenm as likely to become at an early da
the advanced post, if not the boundiry, of Britis
power in Indin. 'The time, therefore, has surely
arrived, when a moderate outlay of capital may
be staked with advantage, to introduce steam
navigation upon such an admirable field, and
thus open centrnl Asin more completely to Bri-
tish trade, and enable our mannfacturers and
marchants to compete thronghout that vast tract
of country with their rivals the Russiuns,

All that is required for this purpose at present
i# & single steam-boat of moderate dimensions, to
b employed imentally, either as a tog or
cargo boat : and the first price of such a vessel,
it appears by a recent  estimate, would be about
4,000L  From 5,0004 to 6,0008, therefore would
secure the ohbject in view, and even if devoted
without any prospect of return, doss not seem
too much to promote & great national oliject.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE SINDE TRIBES
OF SUMRAH AND SAMMAH, DRAWN UP FOR THE
AUTHOR BY HIS FRIEND JAMES BIRD, Esq. F.ILG.8
1 B0 —Basuar.

s Two Persian accounts of these tribes are in
my jon, one of which was drawn up for
the late Captain M*Murdo, by Sundass, son of
Dewan Muta Mul, and the other is in Mir
Maasum's History of Sinde. Both agree in stat-
ing that the Sumrahs were originally Mahomme-
dans, descended from Aboulahil, the uncle of the
pro Mahomed ; and that one of the tribe,
who, in the beginning of the cleventh century of
our era, obtained power in Sinde, married into
the family of Sammah, and had a son numed
Bhaonagar. The chief who had been thus placed
at the head of the tribe, was named Hallah, the
son of Chotah, a descendant of Omar Sumrah,
first of the family mentioned in their history.
Cotemporary with Chotah was his brother, Deva
Rai, sometimes called Diln Hai, the ruler of Alore,
who, being guilty of infidelity, caused, it is said,
the destruction of this city.
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The son born to Hallah Sumrah, by the
dauvghter of the Sammah family, had for his de-
scendants, Dodah, Singhar, Hanif, and others;
who appear to have originally possessed the Dan-
gah pergunnah, in t.h:ﬁlegistﬂ.u, or sandy desert,
from whence they exténded themselves into the
pergunnshs of Thurr, Snmmawati, Rupah, und
Nasirpur.

The history of the tribe, and their origin, is in-
volved in much obseurity 5 and, except the state-
ment of their descent from the family of the pro-
phet, there is nothing satisfuctory regarding them,
to be found in any Indian suthor. They derive
their name, as before-mentioned, from the city of
SBaumrah on the Tigris; and appear to have
sprung from the followers of Tamin Ansari, mixed
with the Arab tribes of Tamin and Kureish ; who
were introduced into the country as early as A. D,
712, when Mahommed Kasim, one of vassals
of Katiba, Lientenant-Governor of Khorasan,
under Hijaj-bin-Y usaf, annexed the territory of
Sinde to the dominions of [slam. If we may
trust the authority of Mir Maasum, Mahomed
Kasim, at this time, established Daod the son of
Tai, and Nasir, the son of Walid Osman, in the
government of Multan, and Abd-al Malik, of the
Bani "Tamim, in the fort of Debalpur.

About Hij. 332, A.D. 943, Masudi visited
Multan, where Abu Dilhns Alsambah, the son
of Asad the Syrian, and of the tribe of Kugeish,
was then governor. Having subsequently visit-
ed Munsurah, he relates that the prince there
was Abul Mungir Omar, the son of Abdullah, to
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whom many chiefs of the Arabe. deseended from
Hamizah, unele of the bet, and AL hia
consin, were then subject. o these anees
turs we may trace the Saiyds of Sinde, and the
family of the Sumrihs.

Several years previous to the arrival of Ma-
hommedans from Saumrah, a governor of the
eountry, and subject to the Khalifs of the house
of Omimatah, built Mansurah, ~ According fo the
Arabic geographical dictionary, ealled Maajmu
al Baldan, and also Masudi, this person 18 named
Manhur, the son of Jamhur. The city, which
is deseribed of great extent, and rich in commer
cial urticles, was sitnated on a canal of the river
Mihran, or Indus. Its inhabitants were of the
family of Hibar 1bn Alaswad, descended from the
Hani Omar of the tribe of Kureish ; and its pro-
bable site was that fited on by D. Anville and
Captain M‘Murdo, where Nasirpur was founded
ata i

The Sumrahs, ns already mentioned, became
first known in Indian history during the ruign
of Mahmood of Ghisni, and lost their own power
in Sinde about A.D. 1851, when, during the
reign of Firoz Toghlak, an army from Delhi was
Jed into Sivistan, against the Moghuls of Seistan,
who had invaded Sinde. At this period, the
name of fam Abrah Semmah first appears in
history ; and under this chief, the Sammahs! of
Kuch, a branch of the Hajputs, migrated from
their original conntry into IE::I:, and Kattywar.

The Summahs, who succesded to the power of
the Sumnihs, were originally a pntm'ui tribe, in-
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habiting the plains of Mekran, west of the Tndus.
Their family title of Jam would indicite their
Persinn descent ; and they were probably the re-
mains of that people who formed the kingdom of
the Balhara ; whoss capital, in the time of Masndi,
was cilled Samagarab, or Mangir, which appears
to be the same as the fort of 8 m,hh{nudl
suys it was situnted between the mountaing and
Sawi. The Sammahs were in possession of Sinde
and its neighbourhood from A. 1. 1351 to 1528,
when Jam Firoz fled to Babadur Shah of Gujerat.”
The same gentleman bas communicated the
following observations on the Indus. * The Indos
is described by all the early Arabic geographers
under the name of Mehran, which was meant to
dmgnn.te tha large river rising beyond the Himala
moin e the a.ppeihunn of Sinde Rod
or Si Rm.-r was given to the Ponjaud. Tt
is dmriht'd s mrrpying a valley Tunning from
enst to south-west, and, at jts jnnﬂinn with the
e, the site of the city of Shagirah, distant two
dnys from Debal, is mentioned by Masudi. This
would nppear to b t,!m same place as Tutta.”
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