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Ix presenting this Work to the Public, 1 obey thc dlcmles Fa

of a duty incumbent on every p&rmn,*lhe incids
whose life: have afforded him an opportusity of §
countries that are either unknown, or imperfectly des
and by communicating his in'Fonﬁaﬁb!!. w add sou
to the stock of general knowledge.
Of the kingdom of Ava, vr the Birman Empire.
is known to the European world, that many pel
liberal education, when the name of the country :
mentioned, were at a loss on what part of the
seek for its position; and some were even unace
with the existence of snch a nation. =
This ohscmuy renders any apology for introducing mya
Woik fo the Public, unnecessary; and I haye only t
lament my own inability to do justice to so importnt a
subject. Themilitary profession, in every part of the world,
is unpropitious to literary attainments ; but in India, where
no repositories of Eoropean learning are to be found, md
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armies are continually moving over a vast region, it can

l ' : hardly be expected that the seldier and the scholar should
be united. It has been my lot to sérve in that distant country

from an early age, until I attained the meridian of life ;

and it may perhaps sofien criticism, that I aspire not 1o the

Wy ornaments of language, and litde aim at a polished strue-
- - have written my own book ; my chief

intelligible, and my single claim, w0 be

| fortunes of Alompra, and the establish-
Wesent Birman dynasty, supply a short, but
g, period of m*:t:nu] I‘tiﬁlt.}i}' ; these extra-
having happened within the memory of
i1 living, are authenticated by individuals,
& hore s part in the transactions : and although
are liable to that bias which is inseparable
vmind, when the passions are engaged, and
self-interest is cqllct_:_nled : yet the leading facts are such as
do not admit o misrepresentation : to these, thexefore; 1
have conlfined myself, as closely as perspicuity would
allow. |
, | For the account of the disastrous fate of our countrymen
at Negrais, and the destruction of the English and French
CENTRAL ARCHAEOLOGIGAN
" LI.BRAHY,' NEW 1{1—.1 Al

AI'J.'- H1 | SRSt e e, L I

| T -



: v [';E il *-

PREFACE. N, ix =

SAN QA
factories, I am chielly indebted to the rem
Dalrymple ; a most useful and judicious compilation, which
has resered from oblivion many viluable and curious
pipers. :

The invasion of Ava by the Chinese during the reign of
King Shembuan. and the subsequent expedition into the
Cassay country, were recounted to me by an old Blussu]man
soldier who bore arms in both: he could have no induce-
ment to deceive, and the leading circumstances ol his nar-
rative were confirmed from other quarters.

The events which wok place in the southern countries,
in Pegue and Siam, were so genenally known, that inguiry
need n.nly be made to obtuin information. |

1 am obliged to the kindness of Mr, Dalrymple for the
construction ol the Generul Map prefixed w this Work,
which las been compiled from the materials collected by
Dr. Buchanan, and transmitted to the Court of Directors;
it is laid downon a contracted seale, being designed merely
to point out the relative situation of the kingdom of Ava,
with reference to other eountries, and 1o ascertain its local
position on the globe. The materials requisite to give
an accurate topographical display of all the parts of so ex-
tensive an empire, could not be procured during the short
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period of our residence ; but the abiliey, and indefatigable
mndustry of Di, Buchanan have effected much, to which
the astronomical labours of Mr. Wood have cansiderably
added. 1 cannot better do justice to the merits of these
zentlemen, than by inserting the words of Mr. Dalrymple
in a note on the subject of Ava geography.

“This part of Indian geography has hitherto remained
“in inexplicable obscurity, and although much light has
 been thrown on the subject in consequence of the Em-
t+ bassy, of which this Work lays an account before the
“« Publie, not only from the astronomical observations by
< Ensign Thomas Wood. which do him the greatest credit,
tbut from the great mass of native geography, which the
* assiduous pains of Dr. Buchanan, who accompanied the
« Embassy ina medical capacity, have acenmulated from
Y ovarious persons.

“ These maps obtained by Dr. Buchanan from the
« natives, although they elucidate the geography, cannort
« be considered as positive documents for the construc-
“tion of an accurdte map of these countries, not being
“ Taid down geometricaily, nor having even scales af-
v fixed ; indeed, it is not certain that any of them were
 meant to be laid down by an uniform scale; the
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*« wonder is, that there should be any thing like uni-
** formity."

The applause of such respectable authority, cannot be
enhanced by any encomium of mine. I am, however,
happy in having an opportunity to acknowledge. the able
and friendly assistance which I _seceived from these gen,
tlemen : my thanks are also due o Captain Thomas, com-
mander of the Sea-Horse, for his circumspect and pru-
dent conduct in conciliating the inhabitants of Rangoon,
daring the timethat I wasabsentat Ummerapoora.

Major Renziell, who never denies the use of his inya-
luzble publications, to those who may require extracts from
them, to illustrate their own works, has been so good, s
to allow me 10 copy from his map of Hindostun @ parg of

the Pegue coast, which we had not an opportunity of ob-

- -
Serying.

The representations of the costume of the country, |
am persunded.aré as faithful as pencil can delineate : the
native painters of India do not possess a genius lor fiction,
or works of Fancy ; they cannot invent or even embellish,
and they ave utterly ignorant of perspective ; but they draw
figures and trace every line of a picture, with & laborious
exactness peculiar to themselves: the Plate of the Kioum.
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or monastery, page 588, affords a cnrious specimen of their
minute accuracy,

The Plate which represents the introdnction: of the
English gentlemen, page 414, does not include all the
objects that were inn the original drawing, there not being
sufficient room fo admit them ; it. however, exlubits a just
view of the manner, i which the court was assembled. A
print cannot convey an adequate idea of the brilliancy ol
the dresses, and the general effect.

The method of catching wild elephants in Ava, I was
dssured, i Rithfully delineated in the drawing from
which the Plate, page 546, was taken. This drawing was
copied from a painting on glass, in the possession of the
King: it corresponds with the mode practised in Siam, as
‘described in a book, intitded, ** A Relation of the Voyage to
« Siam, performed by six Jesuits in the year 1685;" in
which the following passage ocetrs: **The huntsmen, who
“ were montted on tame elephants. thréw their nooses so
# exactly in the place where the elephams set their foor,
“that ‘they never failed of catching them.” This man-
ner of sceuring these powerful animals, I' imagine, is
not commonly used in other countries of the East,

Several of the human figures bear a striking resemblance
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it featave o the originals, particularly the Sere-dogee, or
Secretury of State; page 312, and the man and woman of
the Kayn wibe, page 446: the dress and character, in all
the figures, are extremely well preserved.

The kindness of Colonel Sir John Murray supplied me
with the Code of Arracan Laws, from which the Birman
Dherma Sastra is compiled. It should be observed, that
all the various law. tracts, in wse amongst the Hindoos,
throughout Hindoostan, in its extensive ﬂigliiﬁ_t:ﬂlit}n;
the tegion of Hindoos, whether sectaries of Boodh, or
of Brahma, are but so many commentaries on the Law
of Menu, the great and acknowledged founder of Hindoo
jurisprudence, whose original work has been translaed
with- much elegance by the late Sir William Jones.

The account of the city of Pegue, and the stupendous
teriple of Shoemadoo, has #lready appeared in the filth
volume of the Asiatic Rescarches, primed at Calewta ; 1
did not, however, conceive, that it ought, on that account,
to be omitted in a general description of the country. My
official tmnsactions are also inserted in the records of the
Bengal government.

In the omhography of Birman words I have endea- -

voured to.express, by appropriate letters, the sounds as
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the}r strullck my own ear. At the same time it is proper to
remark, that scarcely any two persons will apply the same
English letters to the same Birman words: this variation,
which extends to the writing of all Oriental languages, and
i5 mot easily to he remedied, greatly discourages the English
reader, and diminishes the pleasure of perusing books, on
the affairs of India. Im the names of places I have in gene-
ral followed the orthography of My, Wood, in his excellent
Chart of the Irawaddy, the great viver of Ava.

In the prosecution ‘of this work I have experienced so
many acts of friendly aitention, that were I to enumerate
all the favours conferred on me, I should occupy more
room, than the limits ofa pﬁhw will allow.. The patronage
of the East-India Company is ever extended to those whe
can supply useful information on Oriental topics, whilst the
encouragement which I received from this munificent bady,
was rendered. doubly gratifying by the politeness of My.
Inglis, then Chairman, and Mr; Bosanquet, Deputy Chair-
man, of the Court of Directors. To the spontaneous as-
sistance of men pre-eminently distinguished for science,
my book owes its most valuable contents. Sir Joseph Banks
selected and described the plants ; My, Dalrymple, as before
mentioned, compiled the General Map; and Mr, Wilkins
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favouted me with the Shanscrit Alphabet, and pointed out
the analogy of the linguages. To these gentlemen my
acknowledgments are particalarly due, whilst, abstracted
from a sense of personal obligation, it isa subject of pleasing
reflection, that, in England, he who fairly endeavours to
communicate beneficial or eurious information, can never
fuil, however he may be a stranger, to obtain the disin-
terested aid of persons, themselves amongst the most cele-
hrated for learning, and who are the patrons of literaturé
in others. It consiitutes a part of the national character,
of that native liberality, which may be traced under various
shapes, and is manifested in different forms, through every
gradation of society, and amidst every class of fen, who
have the happiness to boast a British birth-right.

1 cannot quit the subject without offering my tribute of
thanks to my noble friend, Lord TE‘Eg‘u‘mnnth‘, with whom
the mission to Ava originited : he sclected me to execute
the plans which he liad formed; and his approbation of
my labotirs, is numbered amongst the most fattering cir-

cumstances of my life, '

| lfgﬂeri-..@ﬂrf. . AMCHAEL SYMES,
February 2ath, 1800.
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Tlazse are no countries on the habitable globe, where the arts of civi-
fized life are understood, of which we have so limited & knowledge, as of
those thit lie between the British possessions in India, and the empire of
Ching; conceming Ilis beyond the Ganges, scarcely ntore was known {0
the ancients, than that such a coumtry did exist. Undeserved fmportance js
oftentimes attribited to that wlhiich is imperfectly kpown; thus, we find,
in the Map of Plolemy, the terns Aurca Regio, Argentea Regio, and
Aurea Olersonesus, bestowed on countries eastward of the Ganges, and
on the Peiinsula iliat divides the Bay of Bengal from the Magnus Sinus,
or Gulph of Siam. But alehough no satishaclory information is tw be
abtained from writers ofs aritiquity, respecting l'.hf:- population, produce,
extent, or geugr:nplm:al position of those rcg,mns yet it may be con-
cluded, that even 4t the remote era, when Ptolemy compiled lis chint,
the ports-of the Eastern Peninsula were the seats of commerce, and resorted
to by foreign merchants; as the Author distinguishies places of note, on

the sea coast, by the titles Emporia; but with what people trade was
B
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“'I
corried on, or in whit mmmhn:s they trafficked, s not ln]rahm:
ascertaited. - *@4 ‘

From this pmﬁ altminst l&& d'ﬂm!l wms o have osbseured India,
extra Gangem, from the tyes of Euw witil the enterprizing genius of
Emanuel, ut the close of the 15tk m:lurr.md a new world, and Lad
the foundation of genéral wealth to Ewopey on the ruin of the Egyptian
trade, and of the stalo uf Venice. ]:,;'u'ly inlhefﬁﬁtmﬁul‘h the Portugoess
mile themselves masters of M.:lm:n,:md 5001 .mqmrml mﬂm:ﬂcﬂ amongthe
neighbouring maritime states, To the writers of thils nation, history is 'pl'lﬂr
cipilly indebled lor whatever Information has been oblained of the ;
countries of Tndias hut their narratives so abound in hyperbole, and
recount such extravagant stories; that credit must be denied to
their assertions; whilst, at the same time, their writings [unuah e
accurate traits of the uenins and disposition of the people. whom they
deserilie.. Even the secounts of Mendez de Pinto, the prince of betion,
althiovgh an incelligent traveller, will enable his restlers t form sa estimate
of the importance wnd civilization of nations which, at a later period have,
biy many, been erroncously considered in a condition bordering on wild
barbarity.

From the testimony of Poriuguese historians it appears, that in the
middle of the 16ih century, four powerful states divided amongst them
the regions that lie between the south-east province ofBruuh ludiz, Yunan
in Ohing, and the Eastern Sea; their territories extendedd ‘from Cassay and
Assam.” on the N W, as fir south-eastward as the iskind of Junkseylon,
These nations were known to Europeans by the numes of Arracin; Ava,
Pegue, and Siam. Arracan, properly Yee-Kein, borders on the §, E. pro-

* There src some perty independent princes whose lands intervene.
i
Rl

& =
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« yince of British Tndid, and inchudes the sea coast, with what i called the

Broken Ishands, as fur south 2u Cape Negruin;® Ava, thie name of the -
Gierit capital of the Birmans, has been nswally accepted, a4 thie mame of e
country st large; which is Mizmma. TThis empire iy situated castward of
Arracan, Trom which it iv divided by a ridge of loly mountains, ealled by

the natives Atou-pec-tou-mioy, or the great western hilly country. On the

N.W. it i3 separated fromy tlse Kingdom of Cassay by the river Keen-duem,
on the north, it is bounded by mountains aid petty independent principali-
ties, thut lie contiguous to Assaim ¢ ou the sortli-edst anidl east, it touches on
Clina, and Nogsth Siam; on (se sourly, its limits have so often varicd, thit
it iv difienlt to ascertuin them with any precision.. The zity ol Prome#
or Pee, seems to be the original and matural boundary of the Birman
empite, although conquest has since stretched their dominion several de-
grees farther south,  Pegue, culled by the natives Bagoo, is the country
souithward off Ava, whicl occupies the sea coast is far as Martaban, pro=
perly Mondimaa, Prome was #ts norihiern frontier, and Siam adjoined
on the east. The Kingdom of Sium, or Shasn, comprehended as far
south as Junkseylon, east to Oambodiu and Laos, md north to Dzemee
(probably the Chiamer of Loubere);, and Yunan in Clina This pation
calls itsell Titi, and is furiber distinguished by the appellations Tai yay,
or great Tal, gud Tay-may, or little Tai; their former capitil was nazmed
Yoodia,$ or Yoodra; by De Pinto, Oodia; whence the Siamesc are
" frequently, by the Birmans, detominated Yoodras. These boundaries,
however, miy e considered rather a6 the ‘claim of each state; than ifs

* Sée Hamilton's new Actount of the East Lndies.
4+ It s doubtful whether Prome, of right, belonged to Ava or Pegue it was clainted by
both, and often changed its possessor. + Called Juthes by Eoropeans.
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actual possession = vicissitudes of victory dnd defeat dlternately extended
and contracted their dominiuns;

Pinto, and Faria de Sours, agree it the Birmans, though formerly
subject to the king of Pegue, became aficrwards masters of Avit, and
caused ‘4 revolution i Pegue, .tbmuthem&ﬂuuhhelﬁthmnmy
Hamilton, 3 muchi more mecent authyr, says, ‘that the kingdom of the
Birmans extended from ** Maravi,” probably Mergsii, newr Tetiasserem,
to the province of Yunun in China, sbow 800 miles from nortli to south,

~and 250 from cast to west.  The Portuguese-assisted the Binnans | in their

wars ugains: the Peguers, and, aceording 1o Pinto, performied prodigics of
valour. The uceount of the capture of Maytaban,” arnid i tréasures und

therein, Frexceed (he Jimits-of beliel.

The Portuguese continuéd to exercise an influence in the Birman and
Pegue countries, and - still greawr in: Arracan, so long as they maintained
att incendandy over vther Huropean nations in the Easts bt o the seizare
of their settlements, and shridgment of thein dominions by thy Dutels, tlie
cousequence that hud bieen desesvedly aiinesed to the Panuguese name,
sunk nto in&igniﬁmllce aml ihe Chyistiun suttlers dégeterated it cone
temptiblerace, distinguished only by their feelileness and vice. During the
reigh ol Louis the XTVilvseveral splendid attempis were made 10 propagile
the doctrines of the church of Rome, and advance the interesty of the

* Speaking of the caprure of Mattsban, Pinta iy, Dering this sicge, they nfﬁclw
eal ;ms!up!unn there. wete found febo pleces of antillery § av for gold, sitvery precivus
:wuu.:rd}umh tiat were found here, ond truly knows not what they were, fir thase
thinge sre pedluarily concealed | wherefors it thall suffice e to my, that so mchulheiiﬁg
of Brama had of Chaimnbainham's trensure; smounted toan bundeed millions of gold” The
accamt of the feast of Tinagoojoo ks ludicrovaly eAtravAgRnL,
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French nation; in the kingdom of Siam. Concerning these expeditions,
accounts® ol smquestionable fidelity have been publishied 5 little, however,
is related of Ava and Pegue, wixhrlrllom, the Alibé l;lllolsym}m, *the king

‘of Siam was constantly atwar.”

In the beginning of the 17th century, both the English and Duteh had
obtained sattlemeata in VAriois quarters of the Birman dominians, which
were alterwirds [orleited by tle mhqnnduu of thelatteryiand Europeuns
of all nations wmlmnultd&mmm The English, many years subye-
quent 1o this: expulsion, were reiostated in their fictories at Syriam il
Ava, where (hey appear to have traded, rather in thai@picity of privide
merchanis, than on the purt of ﬂr:slmﬁ Company, m whose service they
were not regularly enmlled,  The Island of Negrais was likewise taken
pussessing of by the English, and a survey misde of it by one Weldon, in
the yeur ma_ff.a On this istand the government of Fort' St George estas
blished o setilament.  Litle benefit, however, scens Lo have been derived
from the acquisition ; the allsivs of (e Indin Gompuny, and indeed of
the nation, wene h_l‘ Loo precarions u state i another quarter ol Adia, to
admitiol sparing the suppiies of men i mnney requisite for its effectual

- The supremacy of the Birmans over the Pegoers continued throughowt
the last, and during the fie.-.t Ihn:; years of the present cenlury, when the
Pegucts in Lhe provinces of Dalla, Martabin, Torg, and Prame, revolted; u
civil war ensued, which Was @a‘uwﬂuﬁl on both sides witlysavage ferocity.
Lo the year 4744, the British factory at Syriam was destroyed by the con-
tending pirties, and the views of commerce were suspencded by precautions
of personal security. Eu-ncmhngcmunuuddmml ks at lenygth the Peguers,

* Vide Loubere; &<

-
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by the aid of arms procured from Furspeuns trading to their ports, and
with the assistance of some reneade Diteh and native Patuguese. gained
several victorics over the Binmans, in the vears 1750, und 1751, These ad-
vanlages they pussued with so much vigour, that, earlyin ihe year 1752,
the capital of Ava was invested,  The Birmass, disheartened by mepeated
deleats, alier a short siege, surrendercd a1 diséretion.  Diweepdee, ihe List
of a long live of Birman kings, was made prisoncr with all his family,
except two sons, who effected their eicapb to the Stumese; from whom
they found a frendly reception, and wese Hattered with. assurances of
security and succour,

Bonua Delta, or Beinga Della, king of Pegue, when e had cmpldnd
the conquesi of Aya, retimed to his own country, leaving his brother

Apporaza 10 govern the latg capitl of the Birman king, whom he carried

withi him a prisoner 1 Pegue; e -pmg_lp; brother to reduce the refractory,
displace suspected persons, und exact an gath of allegiance lrom such
Birmans as should be suffored to retain their fonner possessions.

Matters at first bore the appearance of tranguillity and submission:
the land-holders and principal intabitans of the country around Ava,
acknowledged themsclves vassals of the couqueror, and acceped the pre-

1 scribed oath, - Alompra, a Bitman of low extriction, then known by the

bumble name of Aumdzes,* was continued by the cmlqulmar it the chief-

shipof Moncliaboo, at that time an inconsiderable yillage, about 12 miles

from the river, west of Keoum-meoum. Fhis mun, who possessed 3 spirit
of enterprize and boldiess equal to the most arduous undertakings, at first,
like many others, dissembled the rehactance be fell 4t the i imposition of 4

loreign yoke, and submitted to the necessity of rtunes bus, uilike otliers;

. ng;slfyu;g huntsman.

s
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he harhoured hopes of emancipation, and meditated o the best means
of accomplishing his future purpase.

Soan after (he Pegue king had sesched his chpital, Le cauged 2 gencral
prochimatinn (o be issued, i erms of insolent triumph, ammouncing to all
nations of the earth, st the Birman king was beoame Kis prisoner; thiae
tlie Birman country, being subdued By the prowess of iy arms, was
annexed, a8:3 congueted provisce, o (o Pegue monarchy; and that the
city of Pegut wis in future to Je consldered as the general metropolis. This
praclamation, as might be expected. increased the hatved of the Birmans,
and stimubured their desire of revenge.  Alompra hud 3t this tme, in the
town und neighbotrhood of Monchaboo, 100 devoted bollowers, on whose
courage and fidelity be could safely relys he had strengthened and repaired
the stockade thl.t'jtunmdbd the town,® withoul awaking uny suspicion in
the minds afthe Peguees, who never dreamt that a persatt sp inconsiderable,
wouild atfempt an act of rebellice under the dicck of 4 numerous garrison,
distant only 15 leagues. Their attention was directed 10 remoter provinces;
and oceupied by the fears they entertained, lest the sons of Dweepdee should
return in force 1o recover the possessions of their dethroned father.

Thius, resting in imaginary security, there were not more than 50 Peguc
soldicrs in Manichibgo, who, on all ocecasions, treated the Birmans with
contempituous arrogance, Alompra, availing himsell of the Tesentment
excited by same particufar act of indignity. roused his already well pre-
pared adherents 1o sctive resistance, and attacking the Peguers with irre-
sistible violence, put every man of that pation (o the sword.

» Almont all towns, snd even villajees, in the Birman country, sre surroanded by & sockaile,
in like manner sz the villsges in ihe Camnatic are inclomd by 3 bound hedge: the Birmans
ate very expert in erecting this kind of defencs,
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Afﬁmprﬂ. after this et of open ichellion, siill dissambling his. real
" intention. and with a view 6 gain time, wrnte to Appm:a n ternis. of
the utmast Jymility, expresig mtult,@mﬂm for s, lzd Ruppened,
represeiting 4t 45 a sudden gust of intempende violenee, arisiog fram.
mﬂhﬂfﬂ‘l‘lﬁﬂﬂm au l.bnm nme, laﬂ!hlz professing his atfachiment
and fideliry, to_the Pegue government.  These assurances, though they
conld not be expected o prmm At uumndiﬁunﬂ [nrduﬁ, yel haul. the
desived elfects of readeding the Pegue povesnor lesv alert i preparation to
mum.muarw mph&mmmm.mmmma
md‘xh-,wfpnn Muaviing urgent business at Pegve, left Ava
- under tltw:if his nepbew, Putachew, with divestions. t8 keep
Alopipraan striet confinement, assoin as lig should be brought from Mon-
cliabon, 1o which place o foree, that was thought upmltnﬂwmim,inul
]jmd::tmfhud. on h:mmug nft]mtnamoftb:l’qgm L
Approaching the fort of Monchaboo, utﬁgunuum&d‘imthng fess
than cesistance, and lad come 111 wrmed and uquipph& B‘“Ma‘tﬂ;
opposition; but Wiey found dnwnl’thnm:imb!hm agninstithem,
wnd beard thieats of defiance, instead of supplications for clemency.
Alnmprzd:dnm give them leisuse (o recover: fmm:lm“tqlht: Atday-
Lreak the text morning e sallied fortlyat the head of His' Tndred adhe:
rents, and attacking the Peguers huriously with spears and swords, routed
and mmdl]m for two miles.  Afier Ilﬁﬁ.qﬁlﬁt be returned 1o his.
little foriress, and lost 1o time in preparing for # yet more hazardons
contests he represetited to his people, that they must now resilve 1o
conquer e perish; und lic invited the Birmans of neighbouring towns
10'enrol themselves under his standard. - Eumu',:_lbt]rud the summons, buy
many were cautious of embracing his yet desperate forume. In this
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affair, the tinmber of Peguers. defeated by Alomprd, s estimated at one
thousand. |

News ol this disaster reaching Dotachew 3t Ava, he seems to have
acted with the most blameahle fivésolisgon ; tndecidel what measure
tn adopt, whether to murcl fn person. 4t the heaid of his troops, which
ditd not exceed three thopsund, wait unil @ reinforcement should ar-
rive, or retreit to Prome: 'Whilst He was thus deliberating, repons were
daily received of some accession (o the foree of the adventursy, which,
thiouph it part true, were greatly exaggerated by the general consternation
that prevailed troughout the city. Alompra hed certain intelligence of
the state of his interests in every quinter; and deteniingd, by advancing
boldly: (0 Ava, 8 sirike @ decisive blow, before tie feats of the enenry had
subsided, wuld withont giving time 0 recall the numerons detachments of
Peguers 1t wers souttercd over the neighbouring provinces.  The pru-
denmandgwmlc of this weusire metl wﬁil all the snecess itmerited ;
Dotiichesy, when: he lesrd of Alompra’s intention; fled from Ava, whilst
the Rirmans i that city rose on the few Peguers that, cither could not,
or did not chouse: o accompiny their leader; all of whom they put to
death.  Alompea, Bnding thar Dotachow had vetreated, altered lis firn
resulution of procedding in person o Ave, and remuined at Monchaboo,
sending his second somn, Shembuan, 1o take possession of the wity, and
gnrri!mil'l'ﬂm fart. {

These evéuts appear to have taken place about the autumn of the year
17532 Dotuchew did not halt until he veached Pegue. The misfortunes
of ihe Peguers in the remote provinces atarmed Beinga Delly, théir king,
for the safety of his own tervitories, and paricularly for the northern towns
ane) disericts of Prome, Keoumzek, Tambouterra, koo where the Binmans

G
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cansitlerably sutnumbered the Peguess. A large force was, notwithstanding,

 collected at Syriam; the commund of which was gives (o Apparizt, who,

in the month of Jamuary, K754, sailed up the Irrawaddy, with 3 numerous
et of wat BoAls, to rediice (e bisurgents. A¢ thia time both the English
anidl French mations Tad reestablished their factories a1 Syviom, and, of
course, hud their separute intevesws. The French favourad the Peguers,
whilst the English feaned to the Birmans{ but uutil the vicinity of their.
vesidence agair became e seat of way, nelther engaged in open hostility;
their partialities weré manifested by petty sssistance lent in seoret, and
supplies clundesfinely conveyed, probubly more with a view ta private
emolument, than from any entarged political consideratian.

When tlic Enghish st took passession of Negrais, about the year 1751,

their afirs were not copducted with prodence, A Mrw Hunter was ap-

pointed to the superintendance, who is represented as woman af capadity;
but of an unconciliating and perverse disposition: the settlement, puder
his gﬂﬂaﬂm comtimacd i & state of inceasing ferment; the Mﬁ-ih\*ﬂ.
who hid been futrdsiced for the purpose of cultivating the lunds, rose
upon theiy musters, and seizing on the boats belonging fo, the dslund,
effected their escape, When Mr. Hunter died, bie was suceesded by the
pérson next in vank, wrder Whose anspices the interests ol the infant calony
did tiot fmprove. Tn addition w dheir difficultics, the new seitlers became
unhealthy 3 these iliscourngements, however, did ol indues them 1o eva-
cuate the place; but their exertions were rendered husiguid by the dimi-
nished probability of ultimate success,

The sexsonwhen Apporazy undertook his expedition to reduce Alompra,
wiis the most smlivourable for muking « speedy journey. Duringthe dry
months of Jamuary, February, March, and Apgil, the watess of the Irra-
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wauddy subside into u strearm, that 05 barely nﬂigalxlu:" freguent shoely

und banks of sand, retard beais of burtheat, and 4 roriherly wind invariably
prevaily,  Thesé obstructions, whilie they deluyed the Peguers; gave op-
portuity to their enemics to collect the wholeof their force, and drmnge i
in the most advaningeous manoer, to avert the I'NWBE dnnggh

The progress of Apporazs was uninigrrupted nutil he approached  the
city of Ava, in the neighbourhond of whiclsmall parties of Bimmuns, from
the deljacent bunks, molesied the boats of the Peguers by desitltory attacks;
they, however, did not much impede the Heet, wesicly continued 1o advance.
Approaching the fort,  summons was sent from the Peyue general to
Sliembuan with x promise 1o spare bis life, provided he immediately
surrendeted, and threatening exemplary vengeatice should he refuse.

The fort of ancient Ava was of ',mmd&il'_.umngth 10 muintain’a pro-
tracted sicge Al an enemy inexpert it war, and Apporaza had good
resn 10 suppese. thal resolution would not be wanting in' the besieged.
Shembuan replied, that he would defend his post 1o the last extremity.

In the meanwhile Alsiupra was unremitting in his preparitions to re-
ceive the entmy; he had collected @ considerable llest ot Keoum-meoum,
and Mis army was recruited 10 the computed number of ten thotsand,
whose confidence increased on the dpprosch of dauger; whilit, on the
contrary, the. troops of Appurs were disheartened by the accounts of
the valour 'a.ml_sﬁe_ngth of their foes; the Pegue commander, thercfore,.

& Thu{imgﬁ ot the same s=asan of the year, oxperionces s lke redugtion of Iurwaters.
The bead of the Hoogly tiver continues shut for some months, during which, bests, 1 mach
the Ganges from Calitta, ste obliged to navigate through the Sunderhunds, -and afrerwands
surmonnt. the steeam with difficulty, awing to the bnpellments of sumerous: shallows and
sand banks.
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Judged it more prodent 1o lead tem e amee 10 battle, thitn to was(e tine
w the operations of a siege, the mmlnnuon ol which seemed precasious
and remote. -

With this désign be Jel Avi i bis rear, aind procecded with his whole
force towards Keoumemesum, where be found Alompra prepured to give
him battle; an engagement ensved ; the contest was cliefly coufined to

the Heets, whilst small parties of cither army skimmished on shore.  The.
IEIIDII s sid o have bﬂﬁb‘uw: and bloody: ut length the Peguers,,
on-u report being spread thar Shembpu Tad Jefi the fort of Ava, and was
all‘lﬁmﬂihg Lo M thetr reur, TUVO Wity and Hed with ilmt?ﬂiﬁliun.
Numbrers were shugghtered in g rerent, dnd Sheimbuan issuing from the
fort of Ava, completed their ovesthrow; Alompra purstied the Tugitive
Peguers as farudiccii;-nfﬂmhnwﬁhcwn, after whith e retumed
Monchaboo. Appmnm, with the remains ol his amlnmﬁtid 1o thie pro-
vince of Pugtw. Fr

The power of the Peg,u:ra 150w seemed lusiening o its wing; yet, 1igt-
wnhsmn-:ling the recent cheek ti:lq.r tud recaived, fresh preparitions m
made (o prosequte the war. Al Lhis tine, either real or pretended ction
impelled them 1o a meisure, n:g 1_::5 repugnant do Dumascy, than, as the
cvent proved, lnjwious 10 their own intérests. It was alleged, that o
cm;pn"nq huek: heen formed against the Pegue governmant, by their aged
prisoner, the dethyoned monarch of e Rirmany, which lud been disce
vered when on the puint of execntion.  All the principil men of e Bir-
man ration wete supposed to be confederated in the plot; livde formality
was used (o ascertsin whether the acetlsation was true or false: On the
13th of Ucwhu' the Peguers 1osg, amL_ lﬁn*ing first slain the unkippy
monarciy _.ul;lugﬁmn:d indiscrimimitely seversd hundved Birmans, sparing
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neither age nor sex. These sanguinary aots were an cruelly retalliced,
The Rirmvans, (hougl subdued; were stjll very oumerous in the towns and
districts of Prome, Keounzeik, Loonzay, and Denoobew, ™ Exasperated at
the murder of their monarcly, and e Fute ol i bretlyen, they flew @
arms, wid with 2 barbarity nothing tnferior 1o that which had been exer-
cised by the Peguers, exacted a severe reiribution.  Prome, Denoobew,
Loonzay, ke: changed masters, and their gamisons [_\:H the victms of
TeEvenge.: y

During these (ransactions, the Birman adventurer-was sedulously em-
ploved in improving his good Wrtune  The eldest sam ol the late depased
and murdered king, heaving that Alompra biad raised thie standued of
revolt; rerimed to Mopehuboo, and with & sect of brve and wuached
people, culled Qfivis," that inkabited an eastem provinges of the empir.
jrined the ﬁ)!m of the adventurer. This ynung gy, btoxicuted by

sucoesr-ﬂ';‘a' his purty, had ihe improdence o assume “the distine-
tions of royalty, and sttempt 1o exercise sovereign sway, os iy hereditary
vight.  Such cluims; however, wera wholly incompatible ﬁllh the views ol
the ambitions chief, whose oppasition ston conyitieed the pritice, not only
of the futdlity of his hopes, hut likewise, that having hurboured them, lis
own person was no longer secure; he therefore secretly withtlieyr, and
again songht an asylum among the Siantese, This step so enraged Alompri,
thaty under prelence of A Langpiracy, H@ cansed near o thoasand of the
thﬂ ta be put Lo death.

These events ocepied the greater part of (lic year 1734, which was
dri{#ng o a close, when Deinint Della, having made fresh levies, mdrched
from Pegue, accompaniced by lis brother, to rétrieve the late disgraceful

* By aume, Yoo % Culled Moddors, cast of Ava.

-
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defisats. The king proceeded with all expadition towards Denoabew and
Loonzay: the Birmas, on i approuch, evacuated thase towns and lled.
"The Peguers adanced 10 Prome, a city well defended by a solid wall, a
decp fpsstsy and 2 sbmng stockade. In liis furiress the Birmans prepaved
to muke a vesolute deleoce, and winte w Alompra, to acquaint hum of
thetr sitation, entreating Him:at the same lime to coie (o their aid with
all possible dispatch. Beinga Della drove in (ke straguling Birmans: that

L v defended (he banks of the rivers a general assault followed. which was

vigorously repulsed by the besieged; the Peguers: then altered the mode
of attack into 3 blockade ; sod Guding that the garrison could ouly sedon
e defernsive, Beinga Della dispaichied purt of his fieet and army wp the
river, u§ lar 25 Melloon, in order (o cut off supplies from Al northward,
and afford his own people mare convenient subsistence. L

Alompra; althowgh at ihis tine threatened with an atnck from the fugi-
live prince, and the exssperated Quois, on veceiving intelligence af the
blockade of Prome, immediately detached Meinlaw Tzezo," an officer of

_ distinetion, with 36 war boits, to the dssistance of the garrison. This

general, notwithstanding his force wis far inferior 1o that of the enemy,
boldly attacked the _adr.;mwl guard a1 Melloon, and: drove them back o
Prome; but finding himsell unequal o contend openly wgainst the main
body of the Peguers, e thirew himself. by 2 skilfl mancetivre, with a con-
siderable supply of men and provisions, inty the fort; a few of his boats
anly Falling o the hands of the esiemy, whilst the remuinder effected
thetr rétreat td 1ﬂm of security. .

Forty days are said 10 have elupsod, without wny material advantage on
the part of the besiegers. The danger being prast that threatesied from the

* Graulfather of the present Viceroy of Pegus.

/-
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eastwand, Alompra had, duing this interval, enllected the choicest of his
troops, and leaving the care of Monchaboo und Ava 10 his two eldest sons,
hwe proceeded down the river it the head ol a formidable Heer. with a
rapidity that equally tonded to impress (he entmy with dicad, and inspire
liis own soldiers with confidence, The attack wasnot delayed boyond the
hour of lLis arvival; the Peguers were quickly driven from o stockade they
had erecied on the north side of the fort 1 bub the hottest action took pace
between the Heets: mstead ol an dnelfectunl Bre fom ill directed mius-
quesryy the boats closed, and the highest personal prowess was evinced on
botly sides; kuives, spears, and:swords, were their weapous; after 3 ung
and bloody contest; victory declared for the Birmuns, whilst the vanquished
Peguers sought safety in o precipivte Hight. oy

Alompta; wh sever failed diligently iﬁ_:pmt hindﬁmag:ﬁ, sullered
no time Lo emin'hmctlm i proceeding o Loonzay, e found the town
evacuated, and, on tuking possession, E:hunged its: nume to Mayah-oun,
signifying rapid conquest, by which it & at present kuowi: dnd such
was the terror of his arms, that a body of Tiis trdops advanced within 2
few leagues of Persaim, or Bussien, unmolested by the enemy, who did
not: ditempt ever o vetand their progress.

The reporr of this disaster spread general consternition througliout the
Pegne dominions; the fugitives that escaped gave soch: stcoounts, as the
facts, exaggerated by their fears, might be supposed to dicoite; 1 general
tisirreetion of all the Birman subjects subordinate 1o the Pegue rovern-
“ment was upprehended ; and certiin imformation of plots snd conspiricies
proved that these fears were uol groundless, The Pegne .E'il-lg'.. who had
redreated to Bassitn, left tllﬂ_.t plice by might, and retined (0 Pegues his
thus adlierents, abanidoned aud terrified, thought of nothing but their own
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security ;. every man pursued what he judged the safest trpck; and 5o

universal was the putic, thiat on the 17th of February, the tawn and fort
uf Pessaim were completely deserted, the fugitives having first set fire to
several houses, and consumed the public store-rooms, in which was depo-
sited 21 large guantity of grain,

O (he moming of the 23d, an advanced party ol the Birmun fleet came
in'sight 3. shortly afler, a body of about 250 wen landed, and marched ip
to 3 small fictory® occupied by the English.  These peopile were-well
armed, according to the catntry minner, and not appearing o ententain
hostile intetifions wgainst any except the Peguers, the English superin-
tendant, Cuptain Baker, received them with confidence, and, it the cla-
racter of a penceshle trader, solicited protection lor the servants and
property of ihe India Company: his request was granted; neither de-
predation nor insilt were olfered (o the English. About noon the Bir-
muns depiarted, laving first sot fire to whit yemained of the town; and
destioyed part of the stockudde; they directed their route back to Keowum-
meoum, 2 town situated on the mouth of that branch of the great river
tHuat leacds to Bassien and Negrais,

From this timé until the 123 of Marcl, frequens skirmishes took place
between smull parties of the Birmans and Peguers. in which the latter were
generally worsted; an meffectual attempt was itiade 10 fepossess and delend
Bassien, by thie late Ghekey, o Liewtenint, the man who had been second
in anthority whilst the place was subject to the Pegie goverament.

The seat of war was now likely o be confined {0 the mouths of navi-
gable rivers, and the numerous crecks anel canils that mtersect the lower

® This factory, undez the control of the Residens a1 Negrals, conslsted of & few stores
houses, crected near the river, for the purpose of facilitating the timber trade.



EMBASSY TOD AVA. 17

provinces of Pegue, and communicate between the larger streams; a
vessel of burthen, provided with guns, and worked by a few Europeans,
became a formidable foe to the open war boais of the matives, though well
manned, und conducted with skill and courge. Alompra, who was at
this time at Loongay, or Meyal-oun, formed w fight' eStimition of the
advantage 10 be derived from -an sllianee with nations sp well versed in

the arts of maritime war; in order, therefore, 1o engage Lhe soud offices of ) |

the Eaglish, or at least stipulate for their ncatrality, he sent s doputa-
tion to Mr. Brouke, Resident at Negrals, and ar that time chicfof all the
English factories.

On the 13t of March, a fleet of twenty-five Birman bouts arrived at Bas.
siest, having on board two maudwuﬁa, actompanied ll}' an Armenisn
and a Mussulman, a3 interpreters, Thiese pessonages brought & letter from
Alompra, directed to Mr: Brooke, couched ity terms of friendship; but not
deeming it prudent to venture with so small o force through the Pegue
districts to Negrais, the English supevintendant undertook to forward a
copy of the: letter, whilst the dﬁpudel returmned 10 4 secure post up the
river; at no great distunce from Bassien, there 10 wait an answer, which
Was u::pe'md n lintrar li;ﬁ:diﬁ.

dnpan:hﬂl to hu;mu..mtm_nda hnngng an order from Hr-. Brooke to
Captain ‘Baker, to accompatiy the deputies to Negrais, and 1o repair
thither as speedily as possible: the deputation accurdingly left Bassien on
the rath of March, 1758, and reschied Negrais on the 22d, at night,

The business of the deputies was pot concluded until the 26(hi; when,
having received an answer ta Alompra's letter, and their final dismission,
they departed, artended by Captain Baker. Approaching Bassien, they

D
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were astonished to find the place in the handy of the enemy. A detach-
mént of 3000 Peguers, in 60 war boats, hsd arrived during their absence;
4nd on the 261, engaged and captured all thie boats that waited to convoy
the deputies Lo their master, Captain Baker finding it impracticable to
proceed, conducted the deputies back to Negrais, wheie they returned on
the 4 of April, purposing 1o wait the occurrence of some more favourable
opportunity-

The impediments that had thus prevented the return: of the deputies
were of short durition, On the 21st.of April, 1753, the Pegaers veceived
certain intelfigence thut Alompra had atticked Apporaza, in his camp at
Synyangong, and that thcir countrymen had suifered a total defeut; theiv
own numbers being greatlydimin'ﬁhnd by desertion, Bussien became no
longer 4 place of safety; they judged it (hevefore most prdent to withdraw
towards Syriam.  On the 23d, the nains of the town; and its vicinity, were
completely evacuited, and the mavigation of the river again opened to
the Birmans.

The retveat of these troops was well timed: several detached parties of
Birmans appeared on the subsequent days; and on the 28th, a body of
1000 men artived at Bassien, a small number by land, the rest by water,
with 40 war-boats; they experienced no resistance, and made a few pri-
sarers. A strong convoy was sent dawi to Negrais 1o escort the deputies,
who now pursued their journey without molestation they retumed on
the 3d of June to Bassien, and left it on the 5th, with a letter from the
resident at Negrais to Alompra, who had weached Dagon® early in the
preceding month.

* Now called Rangeon, Dagon s the um:ufucdntnmd!w‘nrh w short distance
from the present city.
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The victory gauined by Alompra at Synyangong, in the end of April
was decisive; the Peguers disheartened, fled to Syriam; and many did
aot halt wntil ey reached Pegue. Among the latter wis. Apporaza,
whio left the defence of Syriam 1o a relation of the king of Pegue. The
fortifications consisted of a fechle mmpart, protected by a palisade, and an
inconsiderable fosse, almost dry. . Light as such obstacles would appear to
regular (roops, they presented 2 {ormidable opposition 1o the desultory
attacks of an undisciplined rabble. ;

The Freach and English factories at Syriam were at this time in a state
of rivalry, sich is might be expected from the spirit of national emulation,
and the avidity of traders on-a narrow scale; the situation of hoth became
at this juncture highly critical ; dnngnrippm:ﬁb}i. from which they could
not hope to be entirely exempt. It was nol ta bo expected that they
would be suffered to remain in neatral tranquillity, indifferent spectators of
s serions A contest; it therefore became necessary (o adopt some decided
line of conduct, in order to avoid being considered as a common enemy,
whilst the comtending powers seemed equally anxious ta attach them, In
this difficult situation neither the Franch nor the English seem to have
acted witly policy or candour; and the imprudence of certain individials,
finally, involved others as well as themselves, in [atal consequences.

Monsicir Bourno, the chief of tlie French factory, in the interest of the
Peguers, but appreliensive of the power, and dreadimg the success of the
Birmans, had recourse 1o dissimulation, und endeavoured Lo steer a middle
course.  Under pretence of occupying @ station where he could more
efectually sid the Peguers, he embarked on board a Freach ship, and
with two otlier vessels-belonging to his wation, dropped down  from
Syriam, wid moored in the stream of the Rangoon river. Finding, soon



20 EMBASSY TO AVA.

afier, that Alompra was likely io be victorious, he determined, if possible,
to secure an interest it that quarter. With this intent, he quitted his ship,
accompanied by two of his countrymen, and proceeded ina boat to Dagon,
where Alompra received him with marks of distinetion and kindness; but
on the second day alter the departure of Monsieur Bourno, the officer
whom he left in charge of the ship during his absence, in concert with a
missionary who had long resided at the factory, either impelled by fear, or
prevailed upon by some secret mnfluence, weighed anchor suddenly, and
returned 1o the Peguers at Syriam, without permission from his coms-
mander, or even advising him of his intention.

So extraordinury @ step surprised Alompra: exceedingly; he taxed
Bourmno with deceit; the Frenchman protested his own mmnocence, and
argued the improbability of his assenting 1 any such measure, whilst he
remained in the Birman camp.  He sent an order to his officers to return
immediately, an injunction that was disregarded by them, under plea of
their commander bemg 4 prisoner.  He then requested leave from Alompra
1o go in person, and bring back the ships to this the king consented, on
condition of leavitig one of his sttenclints (Lavine, a youth) as @ hostage
for his certain return.

From the procedure of Mr. Brooke, resident at Negrais, in his reception
of the Birman deputies, and the aid of military stores sent by him to the
Birmans, the English, when it became necessary to avow the side they
memt to esponse, seem (o have declared explicitly for the Birmans; and
this principle was adopted not only by the resident at Negrais, but also by
the factory nt Syriam. The Hunier schooner; belonging to the India Com-
pany, the Elizabeth, a coumtry ship, commanded by Captain Swain, and
two other vessels, left Syriam inthe month of May, and joimed the Birmans
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at Dagon. Tn the Beginning of June, the Company’s snow, Arcot, bound
to Negrais, commanded by a Gaptain Jackson, huving on board M. White-
hill, & gentleman in the service of the East fndia Company, proceeding to
Negrais in an official capacity, put into the Rangoon river, lhrdugh'm
ofweather, ‘A bogt that had been sent in to feteh a-pilot, returned, with an
account of the state of affuirs; and brought a leter, wd an invitation from
Alompra to Captain Juckson, to carry his vessel up to Dagon, promising
him every aid that the place afforded. .

On the 6ith of June the Arcot reached Dagon; znd My, Whitshill went
on shore to pay his respects to the Birman king, by whom he was received
it a manner that gave no apparent cause for complaint.

After the defeat of the Peguers at Synyangong, and the acquisition of
Dagon by Alompra, the English ships sailed frony Syriam voluntarily; and
came to Dagen to assist the Birmans, in coufurmity to the evident deter-
mination of M. Brooke, whose reception of the Birman deputies, together
with his subsequent conduct, clearly evinced his friendly intentions towards
that nation. Until the arrival of the Arcot, with Mr. Jackson and Mr.
Whitehill, no subject of offence seems to tave been given to the English
by the Birmans.

A short time previous to the arrival of the Arcot, Apporaza veturned
frons Pegue to Syriam, and reassumed the command ; be had been made
acquainted with the negotiation cairying on between Mr. Brooke at
Negrais and ‘the deputies of Alompra; and in onder to counteract its
effects, commenced a secret correspondence with Captain Jackson,  His
arguments seem 10 have strongly influenced that gentleman, and given
2 decided bias in his favour. Ground of sccusation was soon found
against the Birmans; personal ill treatment was heavily compluined of,
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which the tenour of Mr. Jackson's dispatclies does not satisfictsrily
establish. |

An attempt was shortly after made by the Peguers to surprise the Bir-
man camp, and recover Dagon. Notwithstanding the land forces marched
by wight, and the fleet advanced with celétity, increased by a rapid tide,
they were discovered in time for the Birmuns to prepare for their recep-
tion. The boats first arriving, were repitlsed by o heavy fire from the
bauks, which were lined witl Bitmnan troops. Tlhe post of Dagon could
only be taken on the side of the lind by a resolute assault. The attack
of the Pegum was feeble and ineffectual: disheartencd by the failure of
their Heet, and destitute of able leaders, they soon abandened their enter-
prize.  An iregular fire of musquetry contintied until noon, when the
Peguers retreated to Syriam, little loss being sustained on' either side,

During this spiritless contest, tlie English maintained a perfeet neutra-
lity, not a shot was discharged from amy of the ships ; a-circumstance that
tended (o create suspicion in the minds of the Birmans: their distrust,
however, seems 1o hive been lulléd by assurances of [riendship, and pro-
bably by the expectation of a supply of cannon and stores from Negrais,
Wlliﬂ? Me. Brooke had announced his intention of sendling, under care
of Messrs. Baker and North: whom he meant to :Iéput-:_ 1o the Birman
king. Alompra had, a short time before, Jeft Dagon to quell a disturbance
in the northern provinces; caused by the Quois and Sismese who, taking
advantage of his absence, had invaded his conmntry; and excited an insur-
rection of the mhabitants in favour of the fugitive son of the ancient
monarch. The sudden appearance of the victarious chief disconcerted
his tnemies; he soon reduced the disobedient, and obliged the Siamese 10
retire within their own frontiers.
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Previous to his departure [rom Dagon, Alompra laid the foundation of
the town now so well known by the name of Rangoon, or Dzangoon,
which siguifies victory atchieved. Here stood, in former days, a large
and populous gity, called in the Puli, or sacred language, Singoun-ferra;
the site of which Alompra diligently explored, and raiscd on its ruins the
present Honrishing sea-port of the Pegue dominions, Dagon, often called
Shoe Dagon, or the golden Dagon, is a name peculiar to the temple; a

< "noble edifice, three miles distant From the bunks of the river. When

Chae™
urﬁ-ﬂ‘-

Almnpra‘leﬁ his camp, he appointed Meinla-Meingoun to command in
liis absence; an officer of approved reputation and yvalour.

The clandestine hegotiations between the English and Peguers appear
to have been renewed after this action; several messages passed, in which
a fresh attack on the Birmuns was concerted, and. the aid of the Com-
pany’s ships promised to the Peguers, who were thus o be befriended by
the whole European force, both Frencl and English.  Coufiding in their
new allies, and assured of victory, the war-boats of the Peguets, during
the night, dropped down thie Pegue river, and with the French ships
moored in the stream of the Lirawaddy,” waiting the retuin of tide to curry
them to Rangoon. Dawn of day discovered them to the Binmans, whose
general immediately sent for the English gentlemen, to consult an the best
means-of defence. At this interview, the Birmans candidly ucquainted
Mr. Whitehill ow ill satisfied they were with the conduct of the Eoglish
commandets during the lute action, and desired 4 promise of more active

assistance on the present occasion: Mr. Whitchill replied, that without

the Company's orders, e was not authorized to commence hostilities on

* The mame of the grest rives of Ava Thie branch ie often called the Rangoan wiver, W
distinguish §t fram thae which leads to Basdlen,
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any nation; but if the Peguers fired on the English ships, it would be consi-
dered as an act of aggression, and resented accordingly. How much it is
to be lamented, that such pradent and equituble principles were not better
observed; the departwe from them affixed a stain on the national honour,
which the'lspse of more than forty years hias not been able to expunge.
The Pegue force was, on this: oceasion, highly formiduble; it corsisied
of two large Frenchships, and an armed snow, belonging to the kiug of
Peguie, with 200 Teilee; or wur-bouts, On the approach of this armament,
the Birmans manifested their apprebensions, by repeating their entreatics
te the English.  Owing to thie time of the tide, it was noon before the
Pegue boats could advance.  When within canoon shot, the Fronch ships
came to anchor, and apencd their guns, whilst a brisk discharge of mus-
quistry was pouredfrom the Pegue boats on the Birman flect, that, for the
most part, had taken shelter in a creek, and were protected by the fire kept
up from a grove of mangoo trees, on the banks of the river, in possession
of the Birmians, around which they had raised 1emporary works, and erected
abatiery of a few pieces ofslip canton; which, from being ill served, did
little execution. At this juncture the English ships Hunter, Arcot, and
Elizabeth, commenced a fire on the Birman fleet, Thus assailed by unex-
pected foes, the Birmans were obliged to abanden their boats, and take
shelter in the grove. Had (he Peguérs improved the critical opportunity,
and pursued their advantage with resolution, this action might have re-
trieved their declining interests;, and restored to them possession of the
lower provinces.  In viin the Enropeans persuaded them to attempl the
capture of the Birman fleet; too fimid to expose themselves to a close dis-
charge ol musquetry from the grove, they were eontented with the eclat of
having compelled the enemy to retreat from their boats: the rest ol the day
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was spent in distunt random firing. During the night the English ships re-
moved out of the teach of small arms; (wo men heing kitted ot board the
Arent, The Peguers kept their situation for some days, disting which much
irregular skirmishing passed ;. when having exhaosted their ammunition,
without advanicing their cause, the Peguers thought fit to returu to Syriam,
accompagied by the English and French ships; leaving the Birmuns in pos-
session of the fortified grove, and the lines of the uewly projected town.

Apporaza, who held the chief command at Syriam, received the English
with every mark of respect s judging this a favourable opportunity (6 regain
e alliznce of their nation, he wrote to Mr. Brooke at Negrals, inviting
him to come in persan to Syriam, and there settle terms ol permanent
connection. M. Brooke, in letters of a friendly tenour, excused himsell
from personal attendance, and requested that Mr. Whitehill might be suffered
to proceed to his station ut Negrais, and the Company's ships permitted to
pursue their voyage o the same place; whither he ordered the several
communders immediately to yepair. The compliance of Apporaza with
this request, demonstrated  his ardent desire to, recover the good will of
thic Bnglish.  Mr. Whitehill Joft Syriam, escorted by 20 armed boais, and
proceeding through the rivers, reached Negrais on the 26th of August:
the Hunter schooner sailed on the 26th of September lollowing; the Arcot
being delayed fur some necessary Tapairs.

Whilst these matters were agitating at Dagon, Mr. Brooke was advax-
ciny his negotiations with Alompra; Captain Baker and Lieutenant North
were delegated, with presents, and instructions, to conclude a treaty of

\ amity and allmnce with the Birman monarch.

[t has been already mentioned thit Alompra was under the necessity of

Jeaving his post it Dagon about the middle of June, in order to suppress
L
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an insurrection of his own subjects; and repel the Siameses the object of
Mis expedition wis attuined with lule difficulty, and he had the additional
satisfaction v learn that his arms had been successful in Cussay, the inha-
bitants of which, waking advaniage of the unsetiled state of the empire, had
thrown off their dependence. This country is separated from the kingdom
of 1he Bismuns on the northwest by the viver Keen-dueny, which, tuking
a south-exst course, unites its waters with those of the Ierawaddy, 2 short
wiy above the town of Sembew-ghewn. About the time that Alompra
left. Ava to relieve Prome, he detached a body of troops across the river,
under the command of 4 distant relution, 1o chastize the Cassayets : these
people liad, foruges past; tasted the sweets of independence only at in-
tervals, whea the contests of the Birman and Pegue powers left them
no leisere o enforce obedience. Thus accustomed to the yoke, though
always ready lor revoll, they were quickly réduced to submission; the
prince, of rajab, who resided at Munnepoors, the capital of Cussay,
sued for peace, which was conaluded on werms rdvaniageous 1o the Bir-
mans 3 and, as i the custom, a young man and young woaman, of the
kindred of the rajah, were delivered us hostages for the due obsetvance of
the compact.

The .Ejlgﬂsh dl:plltalinm procecded in boats slowly up the river, which,
at thit season of the yeur, is swelled by mountain torrents, and the navi-
gation rendered diffieult by the rapidity of the stream. A short distance
above Prame; they met w detachment; commanded by 2 Boomien, or gencral
of rank; in its ‘votite ta Dagon; it consisted of eighty boats, and 4000
troops, (o reinforce the army acting against the Péguas.  Gaptain Baker
had an intesview with the chiel; whe expressed sanguine hopes of reducing
Syrinm; and destroying the French ships that had assisted the Peguers
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The lute extraordinary. conduct of the English #hippihé-al Dagon; was
no very Bwvourable introduction to the delegates; noe disd Captain Buker
escape veproach for transactions in which he cevtataly had no share: to
increase his erobarrassment; he hud the misfortune, the day alter e parted
with the detachment, to lose his colleague, Lieut, Noith, who died at
Rouug-Yooal, of a dysentery and fever. Captam Biker alierwards pur-
sued his yoyage, accompanied only by the Birmans,  On the 8th of Septem-
ber he reached Ava, lately the metropolis. of the empire. Alompra, partial
1o the scene of his first success, had removed the seal of goverument o
Monchaboo, which he canstituted Iis capital, and fixed onas the place of
his fiyture residence. At Ava Captain Baker was civilly entertained by the
Govemor; on the 12th he reached Kauum-.memun..aiimated on _lht.'h’:!i.'-
bank of the lirawaddy, und on the 16th he received 3 summons to-attend
v the golden feet.™ ' Leaving his boats, at noon the following day he pro-
ceeded by land 1o the royul presence; his reception was conducted with-as
much pomp and parade, as a king so recently elevated to his honours, and
seated on a throne so imperfectly established, was capable of displaying.
During this interview the new monarch, in his conversation, gave a striking
instance of that intoxication which usually attends un unexpected and recent
rise 1o power: yet his vain boastings were not sccompanied by any mark
of ‘personial contempt or indignity to Captain Baker, He vaunted of his
victories, and the extent of his empire, in a style of presumptuous vanity,
equal 1o the arrogance of Xerxesy he upbraided our national character in
the alfiir of the shipping at Dagon, alleging that he had treiited the English
with Kindness, which they repaid by perfidiously breaking the promise given
to him on his departure from Dagon. To these reproaches Captain Baker

* A Birman expresion vsed 1o dencte the Tioperial presence.
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could only reply by expressions of regret; and a solemn declaration, that
My, Brooke, so far from having wuthorized, knew: nothing of such pro-
ceedings. Alompra listened to his assurances with more complacency than
could well be expected [rom a despot, who had waded toa throne through
the blood of his enemies.

At 3 second wudience, u few days subsequent to the first, his Mijesty
dictated a letter, addressed to Mr, Brooke, in which he granted permission
to the Company to establish factories at Dagon and Bassien; having de-
termined on the total demolition of Syriam. Captain Baker made a further
requisition of the 1slind of Negrais. Although this desire wis not refused.
the formal assignment was postponed, owing to a domestic misfortuine,
which gave the King much uneasiness; but as it was his Mujesty's inten-
tion shortly fo repair to Rangoon, to conduct in person the Pegue war,
the completion of the grunt was deferred to a future opporlunity. Captain
Baker, having obtained his dismission, set out for Keoum-i , anel on
the 291} of September embarked to veturn to Negrals.

Whilst Triendship and union were thus likely 10 be established betwesn
the Birmans and the settlement at Negrais, the Peguers hazarded' another
attempt on the Birman post at Dagon, and were again assisted by the
Arcot, and two private English ships, which, it s probable, on this occa-
sion might have acted, in some degree, under compulsatory influence,
Three English and ane French ship, with 300 armed boats, constituted the
Pegue force by sater; and l_‘ﬂ,{)ﬁ(} men marched by lnd, to sitack the
heights at Dagon, and the fortified grove, The Birmans, with considerable
ing:nu;lty-, constructed fire-rafts, consisting of & mamber of boats fastenecd
tagether, and filled- with combustible materialss these valts were Hoated
down @ strong spring-tde to' where the ahips lay at anchor, and directed
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with such skill and effect, as to oblige them to slip their cables, and get
under weigh, the French ship narrowly escaping destruction. "This ma-
neyvre effectually removed the vessels for that tide, and prevented a co-
operition with the land forces, whe, thus deprived of the support on which
they chiefly depended, made an ineffectual charge on' the Burman sworks:
they were easily repulsed, and, with the fleet and army; vetreated to Syrium §
from whence they never ugain dired to hazard another eteTprize,

The affairs of the Peguers were in this desperate stue whien Alompra
returned victorious [rom Avad his presence apimated his own army, and
spread o heavier cloud over the unfortunate Taliens! He immediately
chamged the plan of operation: instead of waiting at Dagon, in fortibied
posts, the attack of the Peguers, he, in turn, became the assailant, Jnd
leaving the great river, boldly advanced lis boats 1o the mouth of the
Syriam stream; thereby cutting off all communication with the sea, and
the countries to. the west of Rangoon-  Apporazi about this time retired
from Sytiam (o Pegue, leaving his ommer station o be maintained by the
chief Woon or Woongee, of the Pegue empire. Permission had previously
been given to the English ships to depart with the Compuny’s. stores.
Mons. Bourno, the French Resident, continued at Syriam, where, having
moored his véssel close to the Ractory, he prepared to defend himsell. The
tide in the Rungoon riverrises 10 an uncommon height 5 the river of Pegue,
or, as it is olten called, of Syrium, being fed by the influx of the sca,
through the Rangoon river, uinh:d low ebb into an inconsiderable stream.
Tlie French ship, when the water retired, touched the ground; the Bir-
mans, profiting by her unmunageable state, during the recess of tide,
brought Euﬂ-bﬁiﬁ to bear o such a direction, as 1o anuoy her without

® The Birmuns call (e Pegiers Talicns,
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exposing themselves. Thisjudicious mode of attack proved successful ; the
ship was quickly disabled, and Mons, Bourno' finding the post unienable,
wrote a leter to Alompra; apologizing for his former conduet; and making
fresh overtures of accommodation, The comespondence was cither disco-
vered, of suspected by the Peguers; who !uddmlg,r removed Mons, Bourno
and his adherents into the fort of Synam, before the purposed negotiation
had time to be completed.

Algmpra immediately took possession of the evacuated factory and
vessel; after which he seemed desirous of attaining his object of Syriam,
rather by blockade and famine than by hostile approaches; without at-
templing to assault the place, e continued n its vicinity, until the month
of July, 1756, Bysuch apparent inactivity on the part of the Birmans,
the garvison was lulled into fatal security : Alompra, seizing a Bvourable
opportunity, crossed the diteh in the dead of might, carried Lhe outworks
without resistance; and soon made limsell master of the fort. The com-
mandant, and the greater part of the garrison, fvoured by the darkness,
escaped to Pegue; muny, however, were slain, and all the Europearis were
made prisoners,

It has already appeared to have bemn the determined policy of the French
to espouse the cause of the Peguers, and Ind succours from Pondicherry
arrived before the state of things became too desperate, affiirs would pro-
bably have wern a different uspect, and the Peguers obtained such an
addition (o their strengtls, as would have enabled them to conclude a peace
an advantageous termy. But ussistance in war, to be effectual, must be
timely, and unlﬂr:lppjim] while the scules hang nesrly even; often comes
tos late, and is found, not only to be useless, but even productive of
deeper disappointment.  In the presemt case, the French brought those
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supplies which the Peguers: had long buoyed themselves with hapes of,
at the unfortunate moment when the communication was cut off; when no
relicl could be conveyed to them; and all prospect of retrieving their dis-
astrous [ortunes had completely vanished.

Mans. Dupliex, Governor of Pendicherry, a man whose comprehensive
mind perceived with cleamness, whatever could beneht his nation, at this
juncture deeply engaged in the important contest that was ullimately to
determine the sovereiguty of the East, being aware of the consequence of
maintiining an influence in Pegue, had, notwithstandiog the cxigencies
of his own situation, equipped two ships, the Galathié and Diligent, ves-
sels of force, well manned und armed, and sent them, with 2 supply of
military stores, to the assistunce of the Peguers. Shortly alier leaving
Pondicherry, they separated; the Galathié had a speedy passage, but
owing to 2 fatal and frequent error of mistaking the mouth of the Sitang
river, which is a few miles to the eastward, for that of Rangoon, she did
not arrive al the bar until two days alter Syriam had Edlen into the hands
of the Birmans. The boat, seni by the French commander to bring down
a pilot, was immediately captured. Alompra being apptized of the cir-
canmustance, ordered # pilot, in @ country boat, to proceed to the Galathié,
and compelled Bovrno, who was then under rigorous confinement, 1o write
to the Captain. encouraging him to proceed, and come up to Rangoan,
assigning some frivolows exéuse for the delay of the Galathi€’s bout, which
e was given to expect would meet him on the way to town. The Captain
imprudently became the dupe of this artifice; he weighed, and  stood
in with a strang flood tide, which in a few hours carried him to Ran-
goon, where the sudden seizure of his-vessel prevented all possibility of
retreat; the stores were brought on shore, and the i:ﬂnsiismncnu and
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papers proved that these supplies were meant for the assistance of the
Peguers, and directed to Beinga Della; and his brothier Apporaza. Alom-
pra became 50 incensed, that he gave ovders for the instant execution of
Bourno, Murtine, and the Captdin and officers of the Galithié. This san-
guitiary mandate was obeyed with unrelenting promplitude, 3 few seamen
and Lascars alone escaped and these were preservid, for ng other reason
than to be rendered of use it the further prosecution of the war, and sus-
vived but to expesience all the miserics of hopeless bonduge.

The Diligent was more fortunate; haying scparated from her consatt,
she met with adverse winds, anid was obliged to bear away fur the Nico-
bar Tslands+ Wiy delny prevented her reaching her intended port until six
wedks subsequent to the disaster. The caution of the Caplain saved him
from -sullering u similar fate; he gol intelligence of the massacre of his
countrymen in- ime Lo vetire, and carried back news of the fatlure of the
expedition, to Pondicherry, whenee it wis impossible to attempt the ex-
tension of Rirtlier succour to the unhappy Pegucis.

Tihe rage of the conquerdr was, on this oceasion, exhiausted on the
French. Fercighers of other nations, who had been: captured in Syrianm,
were treated less Figorousty; some who incurred his displeasure, and
had teason to dread its effects, were dismissed with admouitions, and sul-
fered to depart. Amonyg these wese a few English, who had not been
abile 1o withdrmaw fiom Syriam, befare it came into the enemy’s possession.

The fall of Syriam seems to have determined the fate of the Peguers;
ciit off fromy communication with the western countries of Dallaand Bassien,
deprived of the navigation of the Rangoon river and the Frrawaddy, and
shut out l‘mn:h all foreign wid, iheir resources failed, and supplies by water
could ne longer reach them: The Bago Miop, or Pegue river, extends
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very short distance (o the narth-north-east; the tide alone renders it navi-
gable; where that influence fails, it degenerates into a streamlet whicls issues
from 2 range of hills about forty miles above. (he city, remarkable ouly for
their noisome and destrictive atmosphere.

Notwithstanding these discouragements, the Peuers prepared to sustain
a siege i their capital, whicl was in a better state of delence than is com-
mon in countries, where the science of war is 50 imperfectly understood.
Situnted on an extensive plain, Pegus was surrounded with a high and
solid wall, Hanked by small towers, and strengthened on each face by demi-
bastions, equidistant; a brosd ditcli contained sbout three foet depth of
water: wells or reseryoirs supplied the town: the stupeadous pagoda of
Slie Madeo, nearly centrical; built on an artificial eminenee, and inclosed
bya substantial wall of brick, served as a citudel, and alforded aun enlarged
view of the pdjacent country, The exvent, however, of the works, the troops
necessary 1o defend them, und the number of inhabitaots within the walls,
operated to the disadvantage of the besieged, and aggravated the distresses
they were shorily t0 endure.

As soon s the rainy season subsided; and the country, which between
Pegue and Syriam is low and swampy, had emerged from the inundutions
of the monsoon, Alompra ordered his General, Meinla-Meingoung, to ad-
vance towards Pegue at the head of a body of oops. A few duys alier
te followed in person with his whole army : in four marches they reached
the vicinity of the city, through a country l2id waste and depopulated.
Circumvallation is & favourite practice of warfure with the Birmans, and
famine & weapon on which they repose the greatest reliance. Alompra pre-
ferred lhﬁt-lﬁ the hazard of 4 repulse; in an attempt 1o s1O¥; e invested
Pegue with his army, and erecied numerows stockades, 41 once 1o protect

r
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hisown troops, and prevent commuication with the country. Thus secured
by his defeiices from surprize und sudden uttack, fearless of any external
enemy, and commanding the navigation of the river, he sat down in the
montl of January, 1757, to wait the slow, but certain effects of hunger and
distress.

The Bt of Pegie wis occupied by the yoyal family and the principal
nobiles of the Talien nution.  Among the highest in rank were Apparaza,
brotherof the king, Choupsares, his son-in-law und nephew, and Talabaan,
a general who, on former occasions, had been distinguished by rendering
his cowntey signal services, und bad mised himsell by kis valour to the
Frst military honours of the state.

The Birmans, though superior in numbets, persevered in the passive
system of reduction, and swere not to be allured from the protection of their
stockades, Two months thus elapsed in defensive inactivity. The conse-
quences, however, were inevitable; wank, and its sure concomitants, dis-
content and mutiny, began to Tage within the walls.  On this emergency
the King summeoned 2 council of all his family and chieftaing: afier expa-
tiiting oni the straits 1o which they were reduced, and the hopelessuess of
relief, he declared his intention to sue for peace ; and farther, to propitiate
the conquerar, he pmpeudimding 1o him his only unmarried daughter
au by such an sct of homage alone he could expect (o procure favourabile
terms. This proposal was listened to with sorrowlul acquiescence by all
but Talabaan, who 'is said to have cherished @ secret passion for the
maidens for b tiis country, young women of the highest rank ure not, afier
the munmer of India, precluded from the sight and conversation of the
other sex. The chiel, with kaughty indignation; reprobated the disgraceful
wacrifice, inveighing against it i the sharpest terms; and concluded with
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an offer to sally forth at the head of six bundred chosen followers, and
cither raise the siege, and procure an honourable peace, or perish in tho
attempt; provided; in the event ol success, the King would promise to
bestow on him his daughter, as the rewatd of valour.

Seruck with the gallantry of this proposal, the King spparently assentes!,
and se council broke up; but Apperaza and the other chiefs; who long
had beheld with jealousy the growmg power and increusing Lane of Tulk.
baan, remonstrited aganst the measure, as anact still mgré-démgalprg- 1
their mptareh, Whan yiclding his daughter as 2 peace ofiering to u sovereign
potentate, The King, by these: parsuasions, was prevailed upon Lo retruct
the conditions. ‘Talabaan, irtitated 7t his dissppointment, lovk i uppor-
tunity of keaving the lovt at midnight, and with a few resolute atendants,
forced lis way in salely through the Birman camp; e aflterwards crossed
the Setang river, and marched fo Moundimaa; or Martaban, where his
family vesided.

Two days after Falabuan had vetived, the Pegue king, in pursuance of
his Frst ititention, wiote 1o Alompra, proposing peace on the tesms which
he had intimuted to- his council belore the secession of his generl. The
Birman King readily sccepted the offered pacificutioin. A segotiation
was:opened, whicl termsimated in ansgresment, that the Pegoe King should
gavern his country under the stipulation ol doing homape to the Birmin
monarchs that the ancient boundary shonld be observed | and Prome, o
Pec Miou, contime the frautier of the Pegie dominions to the north. A
preliminary of these conditions was the surrender of the daugliter of the
Pegue momireh to the royal victor; Apporaza, her uncle, wis appointed
t convey her 10 the Binman camp, where they were received with music,
feasting; and every demonstriation of joyand amity.
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Some days elapsed in festive ceremonies, during which both the besiegers
and besieged had frequent and almost uninterrupted intercourse; the guards
on both sides relaxed in their vigilance, and small parties of Birmans found
their way into the city, whilst the Peguers visited the Birman camp with-
out molestation or inquiry. Alompra. who, it appears, had little intention
of udlering to the recent compact, privately introduced bodies of armed
mmwhhdht:ﬁomlumthumetmfwhlﬁnﬂudiy. until their
services should be required; arms and ammunition were also conveyed
mdlodgulinphmnfmnmm Matters, however, were not ma-
naged wilh such' circumspection a5 w prevent discovery; Chouparea,
the kirig's nephiew, received intimation of the ‘meditated treachery: he
instantly ordered the gates of tie ity to be closed, and having found
out the repositories where the weapons were lodged, aud detected many
Birmans in disguise, he gave directions 10 put to death every man of
that nation who should be found within the walls, and opened a fire upon
such part of the Birmun camp as was most exposed to the antillery of
the fort. i

Hostilities now recommenced with exasperated fury; Apporazu with
his royal niece were detzined i the Birman camps- the uncle under
close confinement, whilst the lady was consigned o the guardiins of the
female opartments. The Peguers huving gained no accession to their
strength,. and added little to their stores, during the short interval of
tranquillity, were not in a Better copdition than before to resist the enemy.
The Birmans olserved the system of warfare théy 2t first adopred; so that
in six weeks, famine had aguin reduced the garrison to # deplorable state
of wretchedness and want ¢ the most foathsome roptiles were cagerly sought
alier and devoured, und the clamours of the soldiers could 1o longer be
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appeased. A few secret hoards of grain were by chance discovered, and
many more were suspecteil to exist; the crowd thronged tumultuously
round the quarters of Chioupares, on whom, afier the secession of Talabaan,
and the imprisonmett of Apporaza, the care of defending the fortress en

tirely devolved. In order to silence and satisfy those whom he could not re-
strain, he ordered a general search for grain, and granted permission o the
soldiers farcibly to enter whatever hiouses fell under suspicion. This licence
‘was diligently improved. and the house of a near relution of the king was
discovered to contsin more grain, than either the prescnt situation: of
affairs o his own wants could justify. The deposit was demanded, and as
resolutely refused. The crowd, authorized by the permission of Chouparea,
proceeded to take by violence what was not to be obtained by entreaty:
a riot ensued, in which some lives were lost, and ihe prince was at length
abliged to'abundon his house. Repairing to the royal residence, he uttered
vinlent invectives against Choupares, whom he accused to the king of har-
bourifig an intention o deprive his sovereign of life, and seize upon the
imperial tirone; anil advised his majesty rather to throw himself on the
generosity of the besicgers, and obtain the best terms practicable, than
huzard thie dunger to which his person and kingdom were exposed from
the perfidy of % fuithless and pawerful subject. The king, whose imbec-
lity scems to haye equalied hisill fortune, lent 4 ear to the complaints of
a man stimulated by sudden mage, and personal jealousy; the unkappy
and distracted monarch resolved to pursue his: counsel ; but being (00
timid openly 1o avow his weskness and suspicion, he sent secret proposils
10 Alempra 1o surrender the city to him, stipulating fuy lifie alone, and
leaving the rest to the discretivn of the conquernr. According to the plan
agreed on, the Birmans adyanced to the gautes, which were immediately
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deserted : the Peguers led in the mmost panic; many escaped in the con-
fusion; the Pegue king was made prisoner, and the city given up to indis.
criminate plunder. |

Alompre, hiving thus trivtnphed over his natural enemy, and 1o ull
appearante; given a final blow to the Peguers, whe, with their city, and
their sovereign, lost the spivit of resistance, poceeded to bring fito sub-
jestion the countries to the eastward, incloding the lertile districts sitnate
between Pegue and the Three Pagadas ;. which were the ancient boundaries
ol the Peguc and Siam, or Yoadia tervitories. Talsbasn lad Hed to Mar-
tuban, where his inlluence was siill considerable, and lis emterprizing
spirit rendered him an enemy not to be despised:  This chief, onithe ap-
proach of Alompra, fndisg be Lad uot force sulficient to oppose the
Birmans, fled into the woods, leaying belind hin some of lis family, aud
muny persons who were attached to his cause. Ahmfﬂ seized' on Uwese,
and, conliumuhlf to the urbarous custom of nitions of the East, the inno-
cent were. condemned to suffer for the guiltys the ynfurtinate Talibaan
wus summotied 10 surrender, suud menaces of destruction, in case of re-
fusal; were held out against such of his family and adherents as had lallen
into the conqueror’s powen.  The danger to whick his dedrest contections
thus became exposed, suppressed in Taludnian’s mind all personal uppre-
hension; he surrendered himsell & volunry prisoner, 10 preserve those
whom he loved mora than life. Whin bmughl. mto the royal presence,
with unshaken but respecthil resalution, he demunded the release of his
fricads, 2od his own sentence.  Alompra, steuck with suel an instance of
magnanimity, genervusly. forgeve bim, nnd ordeved the captives 1o be
liberaied. He afterwards mised Talabaan to 3 dtﬁtiﬂgﬁi&hﬁd station in his
own service; the duties ol which be excouted duving the reign ol Alompra
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with strict fidelity, although he wis afterwards instrumental In exciting
a rebeliion againe his successor.

The English interests in Indin were at this-time suspended in a doubtfial
scale; lintle could be spared from the coust of Coromandel, then the
theatre of most important struggles; to wid distanmt eolonies; and support
precarious- projects;  Negrais was in consequence neglected. though not
yet abandoned. The Talien or Pegue government, by the surrender of
their capital, being nuw extinet, it became necessary for loreigriers to con-
cillate the new sovereign. Alompry lad summoned Mr, Newton,” Resident
an the part of the East Indiy Compuny nt Negrais; to attend him st Prome.
Mr. Newton deputed Ensign Lyster to the Birman chief, with presents,
anid instractivns to oblain for the Company the settlement of Negrais, with
certain immunities and privileges of trade.

In pursnance of his orders, Ensign Lyster left Negrais on the 27th day
of June, 1757, and proceeded in the Mty schootier a5 Far as Persiin, or
Bassien, whiere he was detained until the 13th ol July, waiting for 2 per-
son named Antonio, a native descendant of a Portugueze family, who was
employed by the Birman govermment in the capucity of interpreter; and
in consequence of that office, possessed some shayre of power and'influgnce.
Tihis man was charged with the provision of boats, and the safe conduct
ol the deputation. Matters being at length in readiness, Endign Lyster
with his attendants embarked on board four boats, ill equipped against
the tempestuous and miny weather which prevailed ut that season of the

® My, Brooke had rotired ; and Cuptain Iowe, who succesded Mr. Brooke; had iied.
Mr. Nowton was enly eventudl Residens, A Me, W, Roberts was intended for that chasge.
He, however, was killed at the Siege of Madesd ; snd from that peried Negrals was neglected,
Mr. Brooke and Captain Howe had the wputatian of being very hanoorable then,
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year. Nearly at the same. time, accounts reached Alompra that symp-
toms of disaffection had again been manifested by the Cassayers, on
the west bank of the Keen-Duem, Leaving the command of Rangoon,
now considered the npihn.l ol the Po;u;:.pmviimg, to @ general pamed
Namdeoda, with a respectable force to check the Peguers; he departed
from Rangoan in the middle of July. On the 23d, Ensign Lyster, who
hiad suffered great inconvesience from the want of a commodious Lyat, at
this storny season, met the king on lis way up e river, and was
honoured with an audience on board the royal barge: at which, though
ﬁmummmm.huhpmpdmﬂhrtwldh:cﬁq:hwd,mhm
majesty assumed a lofty tone, boasted of his invingible prowess, and enu-
merated the royal captives of the Pegue fumily, who were led prisoners in
fis train.  Alter asking several questions, be postponed the funber dis-
«cussian of business to a future day, and directed Ensign Lyster to follow
lim. O the 20th, the king halted a1 Loonzay, where the Euglish deputy
was hoooured with a second admission to the royal presence. At this
conversation Alompra upbraided Exsign Lyster with the condudt of his
countryme, in giving encouragoment and protection to the disaffected
 Peguers.  Huving onderedd presents of a trivial value to. be presented; in
veturn for those brought from Negrais, he referred the deputy to Aatonio,
and the Birman govertor of Persaim, for a ratification and fimal adjust-
mgnt of the treity. Being pressed in point of time, the king departed
from Loonzay on the following murﬂin_g,:ﬂnd lelt the delegate of lhe:f.ng]iih
factory to complete his mission with the Portugueze shawbunder.® and the
governor of the provioce.

o W Entendsat of the pert,”  Thi4 is 3 Mussilmss berm, tndernood fin all the sea-ports
of the Exst. 1t is sulled Ackawoon in the Birman langaage.
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Aftes some unnecessary delay, said to be occasioned by the fraud and
avarice of the governor of Persaim, or more probably of Antotiio the -
terpreter, an instrument was lormally executéd, consisting ol nine distinet
articles.  Some vahuuble commicreinl immunities were by these ceded to
the India Gompany, the island of Nd_gmin:-wnﬁ granted to them i perps—
tuity, together with a piece of ground epposite to the old town of Persaim,
for the purpuse of erecting a factorys i return for which, the Compatry
engaged 1o pay an annual tribote; consisiing of erdnance and military
stores. A particalar clause specified, that aid :Iunddbegw:utat!w
Birmians against (he king of Tavoy™

This agreement, the conduct and completion of which seem to have
been influenced by the undignified application of a bribe to the interme-
diate agents, appears 1o have received the entire smiction and authmitj- of
the King. Negrais, in conformity with' thie tenor bff the compact, was
continued In the posscssion of the English; and on the 23d of August,
1757, Ensign Lyster measured ‘the allotted portion of ground, on which
the British colours were hoisted, and three vollies of small arms fired, to
solemtiize the act of occupancy. -

Elatéd with suceess, Alompra returned 1o Monchaboo, now the seat of
mmperisl government,  Afier some months spent in' enacting laws, and
regulating the internal police of the kingdom, he took up arms against the
Cassayers; and proceeding up the Keen-Diem with a fect of boats, faid
waste the western bank, burning villages, aud capturing such of the inhy.
bitants as could nor save themselves by Hight. 'H:w'ﬁrg landed his troops,

# Taway, now in passession of the Birmans, seems to have omce been an independent prin-
cipality, and ‘was recognised st such by the English; in the year 1753. It pwbmh!f owed its
trausitory independence to the wars that raged between the grouter powers.

G
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ho was prepitiog to advance to Munnepoars, the capital of Cassay, when
inlormation arrived that the Peguers bad revolted, and, in their attempts
to throw off the yoke, had deieated Numdeoda; and met with such success,
as threatened the lpss of those territories which his valour had Iﬂn‘rl].
acquired. - This intelligence induced him to abandon kis views to the west-
ward of the Keen:Duem, and return expeditionsly to the southern pro-
villces.

1t was supposed by the Birmans; and perhaps not without good grounds,
that this inswrrection of the Peguers, afler the departure of ‘Alompra,
sprung not less from the mstigation of others; than from their own natural
desire of emancipation. - Crowds of fagitives had fled from the fury of the
Bimand taken shelter in the Siam country; seme had settled on the
east borders of the Sitang river; others lound an mlm‘h the province
of Martaban; and many wandered, with their families and Hocks, over
uncultivated plains, and through deep forests, without any fixed abode, or
other preference of 3 place, than 23 it aforded thiem protection from their
persecutors, and pasturage for their catile.

The absence of Alompra was deemed a favourable juncture to make the
attempt, and the Sizmese were not unlikely to encourage the undertaking. -
The Peguers in the neighbourhood ef Dalli and Rangoon rose suddenly,
massacred many of the Birmans, and engaging Numdeods, beat him in a
pitched batle, This general after his defeat fied to Henzada, whilst Ran-
goan; Dalla, and Syriem, again experienced a (emporary change of masters.

Not were the English at Negrais exempt from suspicion of being instru-
mental in bringing about this insurrection; no acts of publicity, however,
have, on any occasion, been established against them : love of gain might

| have prompted individualy privately to sell arms and ammunition to the
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Pegucrs; and these transactions, if such did take plice, were probubly re-
presented to the Birman monarch as instantes' of national perbdy; and
the English described as a people hostile 1o his government, and conspir-
iz to efiecl its overthrow.

~The news of Alompra's approach dissipated this trunsient gleam of suc-
cess; Namdeéodi, reinforcaid. by troops and supplies from the worthward,
collectedd his fullowers at Henzada, and marched towards Rangoon. The
army of the Peguers was encamped a little zbove the city, and their boats
wate drawir up to delend the stockade on the side of the river.  An itre-
gular, but severe engagement exisued, which terminated in the overthrow
of the Peguers: the Birmans aggin obtained possession of the city of Ran-
goon 3. Dalla and Syriam fell in course; and the arrival of Alompra soon
after, finally crushed an. insurrection, which ar first was attended witl
farmidable appearances.

About this time Mr. Whitehill, whose conduct on former aﬁmiau: (Y
given so much umbrage to the Birman chief, either supposing. that the
transactions were forgotten, or that he should be able 1o justify the pari
he had acted, mnuﬂndlhnsuqu in a small vessel, laden with such com-
modities as were siited to the market. Whatever might have been the
motives of his reiurn, he was ‘mistaken in the consequences. Alompra
being apprised of his arrival; ordered the vessel to be seized, and Mr.
Whitchill muade prisoner. He was:sent up in close confinement to Prome,
where he met the King retuming from Monthiaboo: the despot on this
oceasion displayed unexpected moderation; he spared the life of his pri-
soner, but compelled him to puy a hieavy ransomr; kis property also was
confiscated, together with the vessel that conveyed him. Sometime after-
wards he was permitted to depart in a Datch ship.
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The aﬁ.i:irs'u'f the British government in India were by nomeans in such
a state of prosperity, as to allaw of sending the supplies that were neces=
sary for the effectual support of the settlement of Negrais.  Every nerve
was on the stretelt to maitain, in the Camatic, the elaims of Mahommed
Ally, against the French; it was therefore desmed expedient, for the pre-
sent) to withdraw the settlers from Negrais, Captain Newton wis accord-
ingly recalled, and reached Bengal on the 1adi of May,. 1759, with thirty-
five Europeans, and seventy matives; having left a fow persons to take
care of the teak-timbers, ind materials. for ship: building, that could
nut convenicntly be removed, and (o preserve ll!m right of possession, in
case It slmddbudmmmndntmyﬂnumpmndhmmbhahthc
scitlement.

The tragical catastrophe thut followed, presents us with an instance of
the sanguinary and cruel disposition that jeulousy: inspires, when rival
interests ave to be maintained by the arts of policy and fraud, rather than
by.opun-fnn:n of arms: 'The Armenians, the Jews of the East, a description
of men sultle, fithless, and indefaigable, whose industry is ususlly
seconded by x competent capacity, beheld with o malignant ¢ye, the pro-
gress of European  coloriies, threatening the annihilation of that inflience
which they had supported for a long series of years, in the administra-
tion both of the Pegue and Birman governments,  Amongst these, Coga
Pochas, and Coga Gregory, are represented to have Been conspicuously
active in their efforts to defeat the views, and depreciute the eredit of the
English the latter, in particular, who had obtained 4 considerable office,
and careiéd somie weight in the councils' of Alompra, especiully in what
related to strangers, as-soon as the sffairs of the French were ruined
beyond redemption; adopted the policy of attaching to him the few Funch
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men whom Alompra had spared, inorder (o render them instrumental to
the destrugtion of the English, who were: now the favoured mation.
Laveene, the youtly before-mentioned gs lefi at Dagon by Bourno, an hos-
tage for ks fidelity, instead of Rlling the victim of retaliation, had been
kindly trested by the conquersr, who, pleased with his appearance and
viyacity, early promoted bim to a commission in the guards that attended
ot lds person.. The young mun is said to have inbibed the sirongest pre-
judicesiof his mtion against the Englishi; and ia him, Coga Gregory found
an apt iestrument 10 execute lis purposes.

Soon afier the return of Captain Newton, with his party; the govern-
ment of Bengal thouglit proper to send Mr. S_uuthbjrlnﬂﬁgnis, 1o take
cave of the timbers and shipping miterials collectzd there for the use of
the Company, and to retain pammn of the settlement. The Victoria
snow, Alves master, was dispatched on this service; with onders to convey
Mri Southby to Negrais, During her passage, the snow suffered severely
frots a violent gale of wind; on the 4th of October she anchored in the
hatbour of Negrais, in a very shattered and distressed condition: happily
for hery the Shaltesbury East Indiaman was at this time in the harbour,
having put into Negrais or the purpose of procuring a supply of provisivns
and water.

M. Southby disembarked on the evening of his arrival, and next day
landed his baggage. Antonjo, the interpreter, of wlom mention las
already been, made, came down to Negrais to meet him, and being 3
man of some official imporiance; was treated with civility and attention
by Mr. Hope, at this time-in the temporury charge of the settlement; as
well as by Mr. Southby, the new Resident. The pretext for the journey
was, to deliver a letter to the Jﬁnglmh chief, from the King; this letter,
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however, wis a forgery, to give planibility. to the visit, and afford
an opportunity of carrying into execution the horrid plot with which he
was entrusted. .

The address and secrecy with which (he inended massacre was con-
certed, gave no room fur taking any precaution.  Antonio, who had paid
4. vishi la M, wf:m dummning of the dth, was invited by him to
dinner on the same d‘"ﬁ at & temporary building belonging to the English.
Whilst the entertaimment was serying up, the treacherous guest withdrew.
Al that instant a number of armed Biymans rushed into the room, and put
Messrs, Southiby and Hope to death: this transaction took place in an
upper apartment : Messrs, Robertson and Briges happened to be below,
‘with cight Europeans of inferior note; a séparate attack was made on these
by another se1 of assassing, in which five Europeans wero slain; the rest,
with Mr. Roberison and Mr. Briggs, alnit. themselves m a godown, or
store-room, where they continued on the defensive untll the alternoon,
when, receiving 3 solemn assurance that their lives should be spared, they
suprendered, and experienced the ntmost brutality of treatment from 1he
murderers. Mr. Boggs being wounded, and umable to move with the
alertriess required of him, was knocked down, and a period put to his saf
[erings by haying a spear run througly his body; the rest were escorted 1o
the water side, where Antonio, who had retired when the massacre com-
menced, was waiting with & boat to receive them. This fellow had the
humanity to unchain the prisoners, and pursued his journey with them to
Dagon or Rangoon, where he expected to find ibe King, and doubtless 1o
receive a rewand for the meritorious part he had acted.

A midshipmun, of the aew of the Shallesbury, was about to enter the
house when the shwghter commenced, bub on hearing the cries of his
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countrymen, and perceiving the danger, be fled to the water side, wotnded
by a spear that was cast at him in his retreat. ‘The Shaftesbury’s pinnace
brought away the midshipman, with several black people belonging to the
settlement; the fury of the murderers being indiscriminately levelled
against Europeans, and their Indian attendants. The long boat also, that
had brought en shore some of Mr. Southby’s baggage, was fortumate
enough to push off before the Birmans could ge1 possession of her; znd
Jetting the eusign fy with the Union downwards, gave intimation to the
ship, by that token, of some unexpected mischance.

The Birmans thus becoming masters of the fortified works, and having
dispersed or put to death sl the settlers, turned the guns of the battery,
nine in number, 2gainst the Shaftesbury. o the performance of this sevs
vice, Laveene, the Frenchman, was conspicuously active; indeed, the
whole of this didbolic sssussination seems to hive been executed under his
direction s it was afterwards ascertained; that when the English were sur-
ptised, and everpowered by the Birmuns, this man rushed into the works
at the head of a body ofbunditti, and compleated (he slaughter. The precision
with which the guns were pointed sufficiently demonsirated, that he who
had the management, was not deficient in the art of gunnery. The Shaftes-
bury veturned the fire, but suffered considerably from that of the cnemy ;
the second officer was killed, the ritnning rigging damaged, and nine shots
received betweett wind and water; many of the Birmans are said to have
fillen by the fire from the ships the action comtinued tiil dark, and was
renewed next morning on the part of the enemy. The Shaflesbury baving
unmoored in the might, weighed at dy light, and drapped down with the
ebb to the mouth of the harbaus, where, beyond the range of shot, she
rode seciire: the Victoria snow followed her example:
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- On the 16th-of October, 1759, the Shaftesbury sailed, and the Victoria
proceeded to Diamond island 1o procure water and ballust; whilst they
ware at this pluce a small vessel wus perceived standing into the barbour of
Nugrais, Captain Alves humanely sent to warn her of the danger, bt be-
fore the intelligence could reach her, she had cast anchior within the harbour.
It does not however appear, that the Birmans had any intention ol doing for-
ther mischiel; they contended themselves with setting fire to the plice, und
abandoned it on the night that the yessel urrived.  In a few days Captain
Alves returned from Diamond istand to Negrais : venturing on shore, howas
shocked at the sight of the unburied and mangled bodies: of his unhiappy
countrymen, Amongst these he recognized the remains of Messrs. Southby,
Hope, and Briggs: the bodies of near 100 natives, who hud been attached
to the suttlement in various capacities, Jay scattered around ;' the boats,
buildings, gun-carriages, and every thing combusiible, were constimed, ex-
cept the teak-timbers belonging o the Gompany, which would not essily
take hire, and were too heavy ta be removed. Some Birnian boats appearing
i sight, Captain Alves thought it most prudent 1o depart s he accordingly
welghed anchor, and leaving the shore that had proved so futal o his
[riends, prosecuted his vufbgb to Bengal, where he amived onihe lo;‘.h of
November, 1759. |

Aller g0 many proofs of 3 friendly disposition, the dssuratices given to
Guptain Baker, and the compact concluded with Ensign Lyster, it is res-
sonable 1o suppose that some ucts of hostility, not thoroughly explained,
must have been committed, or that very plausible ‘misrepresentations must
have been used, 10 excite the Birman monarch to ake suth sanguinary
revenge.  That Gregory, the Armenian, wis the principal matigitor, 15 a
fuct of which no native of the tountry; who remembers (he wﬂ_

-
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entertaing the smallest doubt, as well as that Laveene was the agent and
instrument of exacution, [t is said, that the former acoused Mg, Hope,who
commanded afler the departure of Lientenant Newiton, of having supplied
the Peguers with provisions, and sold to them four or five hundred musquets;
that he had take pains to instil into his Majesty’s gnitd, a persuasion it
thie English were a designing and dangerois people; who, having acquired
Indian territory, first by fraudgend afierwards by violence: meditated the
praciice of similar treachery upon them: and only waited & kit opportu- )
nity to wrest from him his empive, and enslve bis subjects, 35 they had
recently dong in thie instance of the unsuspecting und abused Mogul.  He
also udded, that the Covernor of Negrais prevented vessels from goitig up
to Bassien, by which the royal révesitie was deliauded  These arguments,
whether groundless or lounded, were sufliciently plausible o produce the
desired cifect; and there is bul oo much reason to think, that some pro-
vocation had been: given, though perbiaps of & tivial nuture, and certainly
not’ sullicient to warrant & step unjustifiable by every law, humin and
divine,

When Alompra, after retuming: frotm the Cassay country, found lis
presence. required in the southers provinees, hie left his eldest son, Nam-
dogee Praw, to govern Monchaboo during his shsence; and attended by
his secod son, Shembuan Praw, and the female part ol his fimily, pro-
ceeded on his-expedition to Favoy, & sca port on the castern coast ol the
gulph of Mattaban, which had been wrested [rom the Slamese by tho Bir-
mans. Many Peguers had taken refuge there from the persecution thiy
experienced in the districts of Dalla, Rangoon, Pegue, and Tallowmeou,
Encouraged by the first succeeses of the insurgents, and secretly instigaied
by the Siamese; the Bisman commundunt threw off his allegiance, and

v H
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declired himself indepandent,  Alompra sent 2 ln-gn'dm:luimt by lind,
under Meinla Raja, against Tavoy also a considerable maritime foree o
act in concert, commanded by Namdeads, The previous defeal of the
Peguers st Rangoot, had tended 1o dishearten the rebels, When Meinla
Rajn fusd nilvanced a5 [ as Killegoung, within one day's march of Tavoy,
the Comunendant came-oul in asupplicating form (o mect him, wnd sur-
retidered without any stipulation: he wap alierwards put co death by
otder of Alompra.

Aher the junction of the forces under Meinls Ruja and Namdeoda,
Alompra sent his women, and the younger part of his family, back to
Monchuboo, and sccompanied by Shembuan Praw, joined the army at
Tuvoy. Having now a formidible force collected and embodied, he de-

termiined 1o chastise the Siamese Jor the encouragement they bad given to
its rebellious subjects. be socused them of affording protection to delin:

quents and fugitives, atd of secretly abetting the Péguers in all their hostile

‘mackinations aguinst his autharity, Under this plea, be ordered the flect

1 sail ko Mergui, a sea port belonging to the Siamese, situnted soutl of
Tavoy, whilst the army advanced by land.  Mergui, being ill fortilied, wus
isily l.:l.ll:ﬁ Laaving n gll.l'ﬁn{m for its defence, the Birmans marched
against. Tenasserem; a lange and populous town, surmunded by a wall
and stockade; notwithstandiog which it made but 3 feeble resistanée.
These conquests being achieved, Alompra determined ta cross the pe-
ninsuba, and carry the wir into the heart-of the enemiy’s tountry. After
a very whort balt at Tennssevem, be undertook an expedition against. the
capital of Siam. The cnemy impeded his progress by hurrassing his
troaps, and endeavouring to distress him in his route, without venturing an
adecisive action. A month clapsed before he reached the viciaity of the
-

1. .
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metropolis; which was well prepared o sustsins & vigovous siege. ' Provi-
dence, howeyer, interpased and by abridging the days of the congueror,
in all mgu}:y saved the Sinmese fram total destruction. Two days
after the Birman srmy had erected (heir stockades, Alompra was taken ill
ofa disease, which in the event proved mortal ; the matives call it Taungnaz,
ind describe it as 3 species of scraphuls.  On the first atick; Alompra
faresaw that his end wis drawing nigh, He gave ovders for s immediate
retreat, it thie expectation of reacking his capital alive s and of being able to
settle the sucbession. and adjust the affairs of his empire i sucl  smanner,
a8 to avert the calumitiés of civil discord ulier his decease. O his retuts,
he did not pursue the route by which he hud advinced, hut ook & direct
road by the way of Keintubbics, #nc ts¢ Thiee Pagodus, which are cousi-
dered 1 the boundaries between the Yoodra (or Siam proper |, and Birman
countries,  His intentions, however, were frustrated; the approschies vl
mortality were tao eapid; he grew worse and dea overtook him withia
two day’s march of Murtaban, where he expired about the (50 ol May,
1760, and carried with him to the grave the regrets of his people, 10 whom
he was justly ehdeared. -
Gonsidéring U limited progress that the Birmins ad yet. made, n ar
that vefine; and science, that tends to expund the huma ‘mind, Alompr,
whather viewed in the light of & politician, or soldier, is urdoubtedly
exititled to respect;  The wisdum of his councils sccured what his witfour
Jhadl sequired : ho was 1ol MO Cilger ﬁ!_i‘ conguest, than attantive (o the
improvement of his territories, and the proaperity of his peaple: he ssauend
2 severe edict aygainse gumbling, and probibited the v of spiritions
liquors throughout his domisions ; he reformed the Rhooms, ov courts of
justices he abridged the power of magistrutes, and forbad them to dleciile

g17
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at their private liouses on criminal causes, or property, whiére the amount
exceeded 2 specificd sum; every process of importante wis decided in
pubilic, and every decree rogisteréd. . His reign yras short, but vigorous ; and
had his life heen prolonged, it is probable, that his couritry would at this
day Mave been farther advanced.in national refinerent, and the liberal
ans,

Alompra did not live (o complete his Gfticth year: his person exceeded
the middle size, strong, und well proportioned § his [earures wete coarse,
his complexion dark; and his. counténiance saturning : there was a dignity
in hiis deportiment that became his Kigh station In his temper, he i said
to huve been provie 10 anger; 0 revenge, implicable; and in punishing
Fuslts, rempricless and severe. The latter part of his characior may per-
hips have arisen, as much from the necessities of his situation, as from 3
disposition by nature cruel.  He who acquires a thone through an act of
individual boldness, is cmmﬂ+ obliged to maintain 4t by terror: the
right of assumplion is guarded with more jealousy thun that of prescrip-
tion. 1 we except the lust uet of severity towards the Entiglish settlers, his
conduict on mest other occasions, seemed (o be wmarked by moderstion and
fatbearunce ; even in that ane disgraceful instance, he appeared (w have
been instizated by the persuasions of others, sather than by the dictates
of 4 vindictive mind'y und it is manifest, from the expressions of his sic-
Cessor on 1 public oczasion, (hat it never was his ittention to consign
e innocetit, with: the supposed guilty, to the sute indiseriminate’ and
sangainary fae.

e the private. characier of Algmpss what it may, his heroic actions
give him air-indisputable claim fo no meat Fatk among the most distin-
guidlied personsges in the page of history . his firmness emancipated 2
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whole aation from servitnde; and, inspired by his bravery, the appressed,
i thels tu, subdued their oppressors.  Like the deliveret of Sweden,
with his gallunt band of Dalecarlians, he fought for that which experience
tells us; rouses the human bieast above every other stimulant, to deeds of
during valour, Private injuries, personal animositics, commercial emula-
tio, wars of regal policy, are petty provocations, compared to that which -
amimates the resentmént of 2 nation whose liberties are ussailed, whose
right to govern themselves ds wrested from: them, and who are forced 1o
bend beneath the tyrnny, of 3 forsign yoke.

The deceise of an sasiern monarch, commonlyserves as 4 heacon to light
up ke flame of civil discord. The lettge of the Birmun law immutably
vests the right of succession in the heirs male. Laws, however, in all
countries, are mud;-qumﬁml; to power.  Neither the mandates of law,
nor the claims of equity, can ciirh the caresr of restless ambition.  Shem-
buan, the secomd son of the fate king, who was with the wrmy at the time
of his fathier's demise, endeavoured to influcuce the troops m liis fayour,
Having gained over a part, he issued a prm:lmm_ﬂo_nt declaratory of his
right to the throne, on the grounds, that Alompra had nominated. him (0
ba his sticcessar, on his death bed. - In this step he wits premature, angl lys
measures were il concerted. The ardour of youth seems Lo have blinded
tlye prince to the dictates of prudence, ay well 2310 the duty and allegiance
b o bis clder brother, xnd Jawfil sovereign, He soou fnind it be
kad been deceived, that his Tollowers weee nol firm in his interest, and
even if they had been sincere, were not sufficiently powerful to support his
pretensionsj he therelore hastened to repair hiv emor by timely subunis-
sion, which his brother, through the intercession of their mother, was pre-
vailed on to accept.  Shotl I}'-:_ili:r. Slembuan was restored to favour, and
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4o mention i made of his ever attempting a second time to disturls the
government of his brother.
Namdoges Praw, although his brothey's designs were frustrated, found in
a less dignified subject. & still more dingerous competitor. A rebellion
that bore it Serious aspect, Wil planted and executed by a person of supe-
cior capacity- Meints Raja, surnamed Rutioon, 3 general, high in the good
graces of the deceased monsrch, commanded the rear of the army that Wis
retarning from Simm,  Namdogee hud zlways harboured un enmity towards
thiy ‘man, who, sensible that he could expect no protection ngaimst the
cesentment of 2 vindictive despot, and possessing considerable shure of
pogularity, determined 10 contendd for empire with liy new sovereign.
Whan certain intelligence arived af the actusl decease of Alomprs, in-
stead of procesiling 10 Rangoon, where boats were: provided to transport
the army up the Trrawaddy, be marched with the utmost expedition, 3t the
head of the division of the srmy under his command, 1o Tongho, and took
possession of that fart, which s acconnted the sirongest i the Birman
empire:  Encowraged by the slacity with which the soldics espoused
his cause, and ansieus 10 push his rising fortunes, ho left a garrison o
e flrt, amil advanced by forced marches towards the capital: i he
spproached his. paty, strengtheoed. and the lortifications ol Ava were
sarsendered o him without resiseance- »
Namdogee Praw was al this time Monchaboo, muking levies to
oppose The insurgents.. Affirs, however, were ot jel in @ state of
ey rwardoess t enable him to 1ske the Beld, os heplaced his
chieF zelince ‘on the artival of the loyal division of the army that had
embarked, and were on thie Wiy from Rangoon: but the progress they
made againit/a vapid stream was slow, o cempaisan 10 the celerity
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of a bold adventures, whose success dgpamlﬂl on lis ﬂpﬁh‘lm and
procaptiiude, ”

The distnce from Rangoon to Monclaboo, by the Irruwaddy, is about
500 miles. I the moriths of June, July, and August, the river, which,
in the Lot anid dey seasony like tho Ganges; winds over its sandy hed 2
slow and sluggish stream, as SO01 U8 l.lh:llmuumm rarrentn: fall, swells
over the summits of ity banks, inundates the adjacent country, und rolls
dawss an impetious current, unchecked till it approaches the ses, and is
repelled by the infiuence of the flowing tide, . Such violenve would be in-
surmountable, and Uie tavigation of the river during this perivd impracti-
cable, wiere it ot connteracted by the strength of the south-west monsoan,
Assisted by this wind, and cautigusly kécping witliin tlie eddies of the
banks, the Birman boats use their sails, and frequently make a wove expe-
ditious passage at this, than at-any othar season of the year.

TFhe division ol the army that embirked ut Rangoon reached Chugaing,
a Yarge fortified town an the west bank of he Irrawaddy, oppusite o Ava,
shortly after the later city hud fallen into the hands of Nuttoou; whom
e bieadtls of the siver, und & want of boats, prevented from taking any
clieetal measures 1o oppose the junction of this detuchment with tle
royal stundard.  Namdogee Praw, when advised of their approach, marched
down from Monchaboo with the troops and bosts that hud beess collscted.
Strenigthened by this union; the King's force eonsiderably exceeded that
of the rebel general; especially as e aumerons Heet that commanded
the tiver, not only secured die safe embarkation, and landing of met and
stores, it Tikewise cut off all supplies by chat chantiel from the enemy,
These dimﬂvnuugm' depressed the spirits of Nutteon's adherents. A
party of Namdogeo Praw’s lorces having crossed the river, an irreguliy
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action took place, which ended so little in fivour of the adventurer, that
be threw himsell into the fort of Ava; and oo Jonger able to keep, the
field, prepured to act a defensive part, relying on the arrival of succours
from Siam, & quarter to which he hud applied with earnest solicitation.

These occurrences occupied little more than two months, from the
middle of May, the dute of Alompra’s decease, (o the end of July: about
which time the engagement happened that obliged Nuttoon to withdraw
Iram the beld, and seek security in the walls of Ava.

Whatever might have been their inclination, the English settlements of
India were uot, at this j juncture, in circumstances to revenge the murder
of their servants, and exact retribution for the insult affered o their fag.
Perhaps, also, they were not ignorant, that 4 discussion of the canses might
only produce useless explanations: a conjecture that is in soine degree cor-
roborated, by there being no steps taken at any subsequent period, when
the British superiority in-Asia bad crushed all rivalry, 1 vindicate the
national honour, and chastize (lie perpeteators of the cruelty; humanity,
however, urged some interference mmler 1o obtain the release of the few
survivors, who, on the destroction of Negrais, had been carried inlo capli-
vity. Policy also rendered it expedient, to ayoid an irreconcilabla breach
with the Birmans, as tending to give the French interests an ascendancy
wn that quarier, and enable them to gain a firmer footing, in a country
whose maritime advantages, and contiguity to our posscssions, might
afford them opportunities hereafier (o disturb our tranquillity, and molest
our Irade.

Captain Alves, who i the preceeding year had conveyed Mr, Southby
to Negrais, and bruught back news of the fate of the seitlars, was selecred
W return g8 the bearer of conciliatory letlers, and presents to the Birman

-
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monarch, from Mr. Holwell, gmmur of Bengall and Mr. Pijot, govemor
of Madras, Thee letters appear 10 hive been couched in terms of solici-
tatlon, rather thon resentment 5 the liberation of the Englishmen dt were
curried into confinement, was the principal nequest: to which a disire Wiy
ardded, that the vessel and property Belonging to Mr. Whitchill, confis-
cated by order of Alompra, should be reswred: My, Pigot's letter, how=
ever, went famber, and intimated expectstion ithat the murderers of the
English settlers shoitld be brought to pusishments a requisition that wis
Ligtle- atresnded fu, and which the Beitish government of India never mani-
fexted any inclinution o enforee. |

Pussuunt to his instructions; Captain Alves sailed from Midras, on the
1oth of May; £760; instead of proceeding direct 1o, Negrais, he shaped his
costise to the island of Carnicoliar, lrom whence he seat a letter by a Dutel:
ship to Gregory the Armenian, who held the oﬂim of Stawhunder, or
Ackawoon of Rungoon, acquainting him of lis mission; and intreating bis
good offices Witk the Birman monarch, to prooure the release of the
Englith prisoners: 4t the same ﬁmc'mucilikﬁng_{him; by = present of such
articles @s he coneeived would be miost acceptable.

On the Gth of June, Ciptiin Alves reacbed Dismend lslind, but de-
clined entering the hatbour of Negrais until he could ascestain the disposi-
tion of the natives towards the Fnglish, which, after (he vecent catistrophe,
thére Was Toom 1o suspect.  His doubts being removed, he sentan afficer

‘up to Persaim, with a letter to Astony, the Portnguesc supesintendunt,

wha on receipt of it came dovi, a8 a mark of respect, 1o meet the Eng-

fish deputy, at a chokey or guard-house, reir Negratw,  Captain Alves

dissembling his Enowledge of the part which Antany had weted i the late

offair, received his visilor with apparent cordiulily, whilst the other ook
|
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no small pains to cofivince him that he was guiltless, After 4 short yesi.
dence at Persaim, Captain Alves received n very friendly letter from
Mungai-Narrataw, o relation of the royal family, and vesied with the
office of Maywoon, or Viceroyof Pegue, inviting him to Rangoon; desiring,
hiim &t the same tine (o bring with him the presents intended for the King.
This invitation Capiain Alves: though it prudent to accept; and on the
sth of August arrived at Rangoon, where he was received with sulficieat
politeness by the Viceroy, atd made acquuinted with the rebellion of
Nuttoon, and the deranged state of public affairs ot the capital

Mr. Roberisan, and the soldiers who hud escaped’ the miassacre at
Negrais, were at Rungoon when Captain Alves arrived, and, though under
restraint, were by no means treated with harshness. Gaptain Alves soli-
cited their discharge from the Viewroy 3 wha, though he could not gramt
the request without special suthority from the King, yet consented thal
My. Robertson should accompany Gaptain Alves back. to Persaim and
addded. that there was little doubt of procuring a general release.  In the
course of this commumitation, the Viceroy gave Captain Alves solemn
assurances that Gregory the Armenian, by his misrepresentations and
artifice, was the principal instigator of the tragical scenc at Negrais:
and that Laveene, who wis in league with Gregory, was the person Lo
whom the excoution of the act had been committed: itimating also
thur he' himself, through the intrigues of these men; had incurred the
displeasure of the King, on account of his manibest s{tachment to ihe
English nation,

Captain Alves continued at Rangoon no longer than was necessary: he
left 11 an the 9th of .l\.ug_mﬂ. the Maywoon having previously recoived
from kim the presents intended for the Birman mnm:‘ch; An afficer
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belouging to the provincial court sccompunied Captain Alves back ta
Pérsuim.

Captain Alves expeécting fo réceive  summons o stiend the golden
feet, was making prepuration for bis journey, when Grogory the Arme-
siun retorned from Monchaboo, whither he had proceeded with all expe-
dition on receipt of the letter which Captain Alves had written from
Carmicobus,  Hig zeal on this vecasion was prompied by a desire to
preveat, if possible, sny amicable arrangement; or, in case he should (il
in that view, to make himself of peronal consequence, from being the
ostensible mediator and nstrument of reconciliation,

On recelving intelligence of the expeeted arrival of an zuthorized agent
from the Britisly goverment, Numdogee-Praw directed Gregory to return {0
Persuim, and dispatehed along with him a Birman officer a5 the bearer of
an order to Captain Alves, commanding him (o repair to the royal pre-
senice. I the translation which Gregory, as interpretes, dilivered o
Captain Alves; the eraliy Armenian introguced passages favourable to
himsell, attributittg the obtamment of any autention, to his imtercession :
these interpolations were fabricated, us the imperial mandate did not even
mention the name of Gregory.

T'he terms in which the royal order was expressed, encouraged Gaptain
Alves to tmdertake the joumey; he accardingly left Persaim on the 22d
of August, sccempanied by Antonio the Portuguese, Gregory, and bwo
Birman officers. The unsettled state of the country subjected him to
seversl unpleasant interruptions: his boat, during the course of the
voyage, was frequently searched, with the excuse of Jooking lar cantraband
commodities, and many anicles were carricd away under various mudu-

leut pretences.
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On the 224 ol August, Captain Alves reached Clingaimg, 3t this time
the head quarters of the Birmun King, who with & mimerous. Hrmy wis
besieging the rebel gencral i Avas on the 23d he was looined with an
audience, to deliver his credantials. The: leners from the Governors of
Madras and Bengal were innslated fnto the Persian, Portugyese, and Bir-
man lnguages: and the differvnt versions caselully cobated. His mujeary
expressed his surprize thit the Governor of Madras should desand setisfiie:
tlon far consequenices, which the misconduct of their own servants had drawt
upon them:clfﬁ; tliat the disaster of Mr. Southby, was un wecidenr which
corild not be lorescen or guarded sgatnst: it the sanve time he used 2 forcible
metaphor, * for,” says the Birman King, ** I suppese you lave séen Ui
*in this country, i the wet season. there grows so much useless, grass,
" and weeds in the ficlds, that iy dey weather we-are forced to burn therm
"0 cleur the ground: it sometimes happens there: wre sahibrious herbs
" amongst Hrese noxious weeds, and grass; which, as they canniot easily he
* distinguisbed, are indiscriminately consmmed with the othrs thus @
*“ happened to be-the new Governor's lor.” Compensation for Mr. White-
hill's property, that hud been confiseated, unil vestisution of the vessal.,
were peremiptorily refiised, for the alleged reason, that M. Whitelill and
the Governor of Negrals were theé sgzressots: lils majesty was pletdsed o
agree, that the property of the East India Company shoulil be restored.
Having given an order for the relouse of wll English subjects i were
prisoners i his dominions, he desired that two of the most pradent shauld
rumain 1o take care of the timbers, and reside #t Persatm, where he euns
senied o give the Company o giant of as p_:‘uc]i ground as they mighe
have occtmon to vezupy, under the stipulation tiat their eliel settlement

* Jourma of Caprsin Atves, reconled in (e Besgal Proceedian.
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should be at Persaim, and not at Negrais, He assigned 452 reason, et at
Negrain, they would be exposed (o the depredatious of the French, or any
other nation with wibom the English might be at war, without 2 possibi-
lity of his extending that. protection (o them b wished ; but of which
they could always have the full henefit at Persuim. 1o requital for these
concessions, liy majesty intimated his expectation of a regular supply of
arms and ammunition from the, English scttlettents, together with soveral |
other products of a uselul nalure, 10 all which Captain Alves prudently 1&.
rotrned a conditional aciquiescence e

During these eonferences, explamations taok phice which ereated atcourt,
suspicion of the fideliry of Gregory, in lis capacity of intevpreter: 2 minute
investigation lost hin the confidenice of Mis muster, and had nearly cansed
the forfkit of lis lifk, Flis disgrace was sudden, public, and ignpminious.

On the 27th of Seprember, Captain Alves attended il company with
the grent olficers of state, und the priveipal nobility, to pay his respects at
tlic golden feet, as is the custom on the annual feast of Sandenguit.  On
this day the King desired Captain Alves to request whatever mark of
Fxvous hie theuglit proper, with an assurance that it shonld be granted vy
him, The frecdom of all the English subjects having been already pro-
anved ®Cuptain  Alves humanely, intreateel the emancipation of thtwe
Dutehimen, who had been capiured by Alompra during his expedition o
the Si.ug_mountrs In compliance with his desire, an orcler ‘was imme-
distely issuad for their reledse.

The digtracted and critjcul state of public affiirs necessarily weakents!
the hatd of power, and diminished the authority of the King, Thac vigid
scverity of police, which characterizes the Birmisn goverament, became re-

¢ fuxed,and illicitexactions were imposed and levied, by inferior olficess, with
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, little dread of punishment. ﬂ:ptahu&lvunpcﬁmmd in Lis own person the
mconvenience which an individual, at such a juncture, may expect to suffer.
Under frivolous pretences his fual dismission was protracted : nor could
be progure the promised answers to the leters of the Governor of Bengal
and Madras, until he had paid fees to certain officers of government, who
ok advintage of the times, to extort upauthorized emoluments. Alter
sulforing much vexaious imposition, he at length, on the 10t of Qctober,
received in form the long expected documents, and on the same evening
lefl’ Chagaing fo proceed to Persaim, accompanied by Autonio, The
mandite for liberating the English prisoners was punctually obeyed : there
were five in number, two of whom; Messrs. Robertson wnd Helass, Gap-
tain Alves, conformably to the promise made to the Birman King, lefi at
Persaim, to Like eare of the property belongiog to the lndia Company.
On the Ist of November he armived at Rangoon, where he W:mﬁvﬁd
with kindness and hospitality by Mungai-Nurrataw, the Viceroy. Oun the
4t he ook leave of his host, and o the TAth got to Persaim, where
he again embarked, and sailing from Negrais, reachéd Calaitta a few days
befote the expiration of the year. _

In the mean. while the siege of Ava was carried on with vigour, and
tho assailants were resolutely resisted. The royal army, comptiied at
100,000 men, advanced their stockades within fifiy yards of the ditch,
The batieties, consisting of & few old nine and six pournders; casually pro-
cured [rom shipping at the ports, made liule impression on the walls,
which were unprovided with artillery, but of an unicommon thickness,
being composed of earth and loose slones, supported by a well built face
of brick and mortar. The water in the ‘ditch, which duriivg the rains is
full, had subsided so low as to become fordible it several places; Lhe
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besicgers made repeated altempts 10 Carry the place by storm, but were
repulsed at every onset. In these attacks many lives, wers Jost. The
yebels; knowing that sure destrction. awaited thoss who shiould be taken,
defended themselves obstinately; capinulation was not thought of : when-
ever the enemy advanced with intent to escalade the works, (hey poured
an them melied lead, boiling petmoleum, and hiot pitch, whilst a brisk fire
of musquetry annoyed them at a distance.  The siege was thus protracted
fur seven ntonths, Nultoan still cherishing sanguine hopes of succour from
the government of Sizm. 1
These expectations were not realized. Supplies from the country failed,
and wint began to make ravages within the: walls, notwithstanding tie
magazines, which 4t the commencement of the siege were full, had been
hushanded with the nimost economy. Discontent is ever the concomitant
of distress. The Governor of Mayali Oun, who had embraced Nuttoou's
fortune, deserted from the fort. Flying to Mayah Qun, be collected his
adlierents, butnot being uble to resist the royal forces, they set fire to the
town, and betook themselves (o thie woods @nd jungles, whence they alter:
wards withdrew o the Eastern provinces;, where the authority of the
Birman monurch was yet scarcely acknow ledyed. The rebels had likewisc
evacuated the fort of Tangho, Towatils the end of the year, the garrisol
in Ava was reduced 1o the grealest extremity, and their numbers dimi-
nished ubove one lall by sickness, famine, and desertion. Ln this helpless
state, without any chance of reliel, Nuttoon made his escape lrom: the
fort in disguise; but had" proceeded only the distunce of Lo duys’ jour-
pey, when he wis discovered by some peasuuts, and brought back in
fotters,. The fort of Ava foll sharily afier the fight of iis commutnciand,
Such of his unfortusate adherents 35 could oot ehect their escape, were



(1! EMBASSY TO AVA.

without mercy put to death  Nutioon likewise suflfered e doom of 2
Ir.ﬂtur, -

The destruction of Nuttog did uot put jm end (o the distarbances thit
agituted the Birman empive, A yonger Drother of Alimpra, Uncle (6
Numdogee-Praw, who had recemly been appointed Viceroy of Tongiw,
aspited to independense, and refused to pay homage fo his brother's son.
Whilst measures were taking to reduce lim, he suddenly detached s hody
of froops; nnder a general pamed Bala-meing-iein, who surjurized the g
of Prome; Lut the Chekey or Licutenant of Shoe-dnng morths; soon ufler
assembled 3 respectable force, and compelled Bals-meing-teln 1o abandon
lis conquest. Namdogee-Praw mised an army, and, accompanied by his
brother Shembuan, marched in person to Tongho w punish ihe contumacy
of his rebielliows relation, who, niot daring to risk an open action, sl
himscif within the walls of Tongho. Afer a siege of three monts, the
garrison stirrendered ; several of the ringleaders were punished with death;
mercy, however, was exiended to the rebellious uncle. Tl King sparcd
his. life, but during the rest of liis reign kept him a close prisoner in
the fort of Ava.

The appointment of 3 new Viceroy, and 1he rangements necsssury to
the restorution of good order n these provinees, next occupied the atpention
of the King. This task being accomplished, he retyirriod vwith his birother
to Monchaboo, [rom whence he soon afier removid the seat of imperiul
government w the city of Chagaing, the situation of which, equally cof-
venient and salubrious. (m;oy]ng 2 pure ai-r‘.a'm?ﬂmldcd [;3 llll_‘ most
pleturesgue u:mr.ry af nature, had delighted the King during his lue
residence, whilst directing 1lie operations aginst Ava. The (hee suc.
ceeding years of his relgn wese cmployed in reducing the relractory (o
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obedlence, and eestablishing the royal aufhority on a firmer basis.
Amongst the wurbulent was Talabaan, the Peguo chieftiin, who bad for-
merly experienced the clemency of Alompea s this s, after he fiad been
received inte [avolir, was sent by the conguersr (o (e Martaban province,
the residesce of his family and Giends, invested with an office of dignity,
S0 long as that monarch Tived; he condiicted himself Tiké a dutiful servant;
the death of Kis Sovereigh, however, cancelled in Talabaan's bresst the
bonds of duty and gratitude, and gangh fithful to the Father, he took tie
carliest oppartunity w revolt against the son. O this occasion, e seems
to have lost his pradence with his pr[ndplu. Hiy rebellion was fechle, and
casily subdueds he was made peisoner, and at Tast suffered that death
whiich he had hefore so nurrowly escaped. The Peguers at Sitang, a very
nwnerons body, likewise revolted, b were aitppressed by the activity of
the Viceray of Pegue, swithout cansing any serious danger o the state.
No faréign expedition was undertaken by Nimdogee-Paw; indeed the
internal state of his empire hardly renidered sucl a project practicable:
his reigr wits bt of short dusation, yet he is said 10 have diligently
improved Tds time, amd benefied his country is much as circumstances
would adfin.  He died at his capital thout the maath of Mirely, 1764, of
the sume diséase that Brought his father to the gave, h!-'lﬁﬁg behind him
e son naned Momizn, yeu a;l nfunt. OF the general churcter ol Nam-
dogea-Paw people spek fivourably; bigotry is ascribied to him as his
pfhﬂi}ﬂl“fﬂiﬂn&_: he was inflexibly mrnre on those who transgressed
:gninﬂ-ﬂn‘mﬁ-df'fcﬁgﬂn. ot emitted auglit of the respect due o the
Rlishans, its midisters. He punished stight fmmoralitics with the rigour
due only W atrocious crimes ; slaying animals for dlie purposes of food, was
K
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strietly prohibited, and a séeond eonviction of drunkentiesy incutred the
inevitable panalty of death.

The imbecile minority of the legal lLeir 1o the thirone gave his uncle
Shembitin, whier, s te nearest relation, became the natural guardian of the
cliild, an gpportunity to undermine the claims aud mmm-p-:im vight ol the
<o of hiss deceased brother.  Shembuan, on the densise of Namdogee-Praw,
assumed the reinis of governmeny with a strong hind ; nor i it ascertained
Ut hie ever acknowledged holding lhem in trust for the minor, Whatever
lie might have done on the first mmptmn of regal power; he soon threw
aside all disguise; 2nd wis. proclaimed and acknowledged fawful soversign
of the Bismar wil ch_lll:.muunﬂ >

‘Nor would Shembitan, who hid thus nojustly deprived a nephew of his
birth-right, huve serupled to secure 2 more lirm possession of the throne
by imbruing bis hands in innocent blood, had: not @ sister of Alompra
humanely interfered, and obitained charge of the chilil, under a promise
that he should be educated in religious ehseurity, among the Rliahaans,
40l pever hie In o situstion ko disturl the government. of his uncle.

Thus freed from the dread ol competition, Shembuan had leisure to
fallow the bent of Lis ow disposition, which was by nitore andent and
ambitious. His fivet undevtaking was against the Siamesc; wysigning lor the
rupture the customary excuse, that certain delinguent subjects of the
Birman government had received protection fromy them; likewise that
Alomipra, bis ather, lnd enjoined bis children ia bis last moments to pro-
secute thewar against the Siamese, which ke lad been prevented by desly
alone from britiging to a sucesssful issue,  Such were the pretences, and
peshaps as well unded as pretences for war usually are. Fwoammies
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were embodied; one destined to ivade Nosth Siam, commanded by a
general named Deebedzee, the other proceeded to the soutinward by Sitang
and Martabar, undes thie conduct of Malaportha ; whilst a Heet of small
vessels, filted out for the reduction of the maritime fowns, was entrusted
ta Chedookaminee:

The equipment of these armaments was not completed until the com-
cencanent of the year 17654 and their progress, afiee they were it rzadi-
ness, was so alow, ihat nothing of importance could be clfected during that
vear. In the beginning of the next, Deebedee over-ran the province of
Zemes, whilst Chedookamines with the fleet captured Tavay; whicls,
hough it had been reduced by Alamprs, was (00, remote 0 be reiained,
and soon reverted to its former posssssors. The detuchment bed by
Mahamortha alse penetrated to Tavoy by land; and cantoned there dusing
ke saitis, Thie firces of Decbedee passed the wet se2son. an the borders of
the Yoodra eountry: these different parties weve prepared to act in
concert. and attempt thie conquest of the Siamese capital.

VWhilst Hatters were thus transacting in the south-east quarter, Shem-
buan marched i person against the Munipors Cassayeess whio, tmking
advuntage of (he stute.of affairs, baxl thought fit 1o disclaim the yoke ot
foreigners, and refused o acknewledge the supresmiacy ol the Bisman
monarcl, This enterprize, howevar; appears 1o have been a predatory
incursion, tather than an invasion with @ view: ol permanent conguest.
The stay Shembian made in the country did not, cxceed a month; he
ceturmed i obedicnce: to more wgont cabls, Liden with the bowy of the
fronticr {owns, and accompanied by & aumerous trainof prisoners of every
age and sex.

In the beginning of the year 1766, the southern armies commenced their
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aperations against the Sizmese: Decbedee entered the Yoodra country by
Lhu route uf 'anglm :mil lr&iuham, nftéi\n:d pursuing a more southerly
‘lawayma _ l:im Tlmuuummmulum%ydkpuhdby
tlie Siumese; amlnuh-::drea division suffered seriously during 3 march of
fifieen days. Notwithstanding this resistance, 3 junction was elficted ;
after. which they advanced against Siam,* (be euemy siill continuing (o
harrass (hem in their march; by imegular attacks and frequeént skinnishes.
Havying at length penetrated as far a5 the bauks of a river,§ seven or eight
days’ journey from the fart, the Siamese tried the fortune of u general
action, which terminating unfavourably, their army dispersed; part retreat-
ing to Siam, whilst the remainder cither conczaled themselves the
woods; or sought security in distand provinces. ‘The consequence of this
defeat avas tlie immediste investiture of Siam by the Bimuns. The fort.3
Ly nature strong [rom its almost insulated situstion, is represented to have
been well built, acconding to the Eastern. lashion, having a good ditch,
protected by % strong rampart fieed with masonry, and sirengthened by
equidistunt owers. The artillery on either side was of little use: for though
there were a few guns mounted, and some brought against the place, yet
ihey neither contributed to the snecess of ihie attack; vor the security of
the difence: passive blockads is the favourite system of Birman warfirs.

. Thrﬁkyufﬁ:mlnfzqmﬂr catled bf:h:ﬂ:m:m Dyrarswiddy, snd by the Siamese
Seesy-thas. Both thess m?ﬂi;w&l‘mﬂtamﬂﬂm Mest places of not ' are distin-

guished by fwo pames, one in | Ahe vulgar tengue, which Ja the tnow peiierad, the other, s
Shanwr tesm, sehb. wed bist By the Learned, 360 10 be found only in books sreating o
sellgion =il selssies ; thus Pegve [» called Henzawuddy 3 Amcans Denlavudly, 8.

1 Probably what is culled by the Birmana the: Booenagurey Meep.

4 During the mazsoon, the city of Sizm is inselated,

- Fl
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The Birman anmy had been belore the ity two months, when Maha-
northa diedi As the officer of highest rank, he held the chiel command §
which after his decease devilved oy Decheder;, who'is represented as bet-
ter qualificd for the trust than his predecessar.  In'a short time alter this
event, the King of Siam, panic struck and hopeless, secretly withdrew
from the fott, in order to aveid Elling into the bands of his enemics, sndj
eluding the Birman otpasts, sought reflige among the hills. The Siamese,
thius deserted by thelr leader, olfered w capitulute; terms were propésed,
and necepted: 2 beavy mulct wis imposed upon the mhabitants, the
d:inmofthud:vwemdwuwml.mduﬁmmwrappomlui
who took mmdnlkgimmthrﬁhmmmhy,mdmwd
to pay an annual tribute.  Desbedee returned with his victorious ammy
o the province of Martaban, entichcd by the spoils of Dwarawuddy.

Scarce was the Stamese expedition drawi to a conclusion, when a new
daniger threatenied [ dnr opposite direction, The Chinese govermment,
whose ambition is anly exeeeded by its pride and arrogance, had planned
the subjugation of the Birmans, intending to add the dominion of the frea-
wuddy, and the fettile plains of Zomiem, * (o their empire; alveody stretched
beyond the limits to wisich any government can efficiently extend the force

of restrietive suthgrity, o the beginning of the year 1767, or £131 of the
Birman era, the Govemor of Quantang sent fntimation (o Shenbuan, that
an army of Chinese was advascing from thie western frontiers-of Yinan,
sndd had already passed the mountuins that Wkirt the Cliness and e
Birman empires: this intelligence was scarcely communicated, when it
was confinmed by the actual invasion, The Chinese forces, computed at
50,000 men, approached by unvemitting marches. Leaying the provinee

* The nzme by which the country of Ava is knawn to the: Chibess,
- w
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ol Bomoo to thc west, they penttrated Uv,f a town called Gouptoung, be-

tween which and Quantong”™ there is ¥ jee+ or-mart, where the Ghinese
and Birmans meel, and barter the commodities of their respective coutt
tries : this jee was taken and plundered by the Chinese. Meanwhile
Shembuan ippomiul B0 sepurste anmies: one, consistingol 10,000 fufin
try and 2000 cayalry, under the conduct of'a general named Amion-mee,
ook the direct road leading (o Quantong, through the districts of La-be-
na-zoo, and Tagoung; the other army, of much greater force, was com-
mitted 1o Tengin Boo, a general of Ligh rank and repatation, This lauer
was directed to muke-a circuitous march over hills that lay more to the
southward, to eéndéavaur, il possible, 10 get inta 1hie rear of the Chinese
army, and prevent their retreat. The Governor of Quantong, named
Ledougmee; finding that it was pot the design of the Chinese leader to
waste Lime by attacking his fort, collected o considerable body oF men,
and took the field againgt the invaders. The division of Amiou-mee first
aet the army near & own culled Peengee, where they encamped, within
eight miles of the Chinese army i on the following day o pariial actioh
took plate, in whicl the Bimaﬁi-w‘_m: worsted, and obliged 1o retreal to
the southward of Peengee. The Qlinese; animated by this first success,
and Ignorast of the approach of Tengia Boo, imagined that they should
meet no farther impediment antil they reached the Birman capitul. With

* Quantang, ot Carum,, signifies = s,

t A similar. emposiuim is establlibesd between China and Russia.

w Oy thye boundary of 1hess 1wo empires two small 1owns wese bailt, almoss contigoous,.
the one inhabited by Russisns, ihe othee by Clilnese ; to these sl the marketable productions
of their uspmhetnumrka. are brought by ihe subjects of esch empire.

Rubiertsan’s Inik Note g2,
-
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that persuasion they continued their mirch, and deviating froin the most
frequented road, probably for the convenience of forage, pursucd anather
route by the villige of Chenghiv. Amiow mee, thaugh repulsed, still kept
Hovering o thie wkites of the Chingse army ; which had procesded only
twig days fariber, to a town: culled Cliiboo, when the division commanded
by Tengia Boo suddenly appeared intheir rears Ledougmee, the Gover-
aor of Quuntong, approaclied at the same tme, with his party: thus in.
closed on ull sides; n retreat became ipracticable, aund to advance was
desperate;  The Tartus cavalry, on whuse %ﬁgour and activity the Clanese
army depsoded for pravision, could no langet veuture out, clither
procure supplies, or protect cotvoys.  In this situation, the Birmans
attacked the enemy with impetussity, while; on the other hand, the de-
fence made by the Chinese was equally resolute. The confliet had Tusted
three diys, when the Chinesey in i elford of despir, tried o cut theie
way throngh the division commanded by Amiou-mee, that occupicd He
road by which a retreal seemed least diffignlt. ‘This last attempt proved
fatal; Amiou-mee’s troops, cevtain of support, taintained their grobnd,
il the coming up of Tengin Booywhich decided (he fartyne: of the day,
The larrassed Ghinese now suuk under the pressure of superior numbiess
the cornage Was dmadl':ﬂ Binmuu when victorions, sre the most s
pitying and ferocious’ monsters on carth.  Death, ot rignraus slayery, is
the certain doom.of those they subdue in batlles of the Chinese army, not
a man returned to his native country s about 2500 were preserved froms
the sword: these were conducted in fetrors to the capital, where an exelu-
stve quarter jir the suburbs of tha city was ai_:ig’nﬁl fox their residence:
Thes who did not understand any particulax handicrafl, weve cmployed it
making gardens, und in Use business of husbandry : mechanics and artificers |
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were compelled t:ply their trades aecording to the royal pleasure, without
any otber reward for their labour than a bave subsistence. These people,

lwwever, were encouraged, as are all strangers, to marry Birman wives,
aud muud.ar'lilemulm as natives of the couniry. . Gampliance with so
haspitable and geniral an iuvitation, conférs even on slaves mket iz wvar
certain mumunitics, ot which those who refuse ihe comexion are by law
iebarred. -

“This custom, in which lhe Birmans Rllow tle example of the wisest
and best governed n:mnmofmrquuy, is singular amougst the civilized
countries of the East and peculiaely remarkable in it people who believe in
the Shaster, and derive theiv religious tenets frons an Hitdoo source ; who
are sisvounded also by kingdoms, where women are kept invidlably sacred
fron the sight and converse of strangers; and where the exclusive systen
of custs or tribes udniits of no proselytes. Itis well known, thai ‘even ihe
ptiblic prostitutes of Ghine ave strictly prohibited from having iltercotirse
with other thin g Chinese ; nor is any foreign wonan permitted  enter
tieserritories, or visit the purts: of that jealows mation. The ‘Hindso
‘m of rank are no less insecessible s and admission indo a respfei:n]:]e
cast is not attainable by money. To such narrow prejudices the Birmarns *
are. superiors. with @ Lacedemonhan liberality, they deny not the com-
forts of cunmkn:l cumimerce, Lo wen of whatever elimate or complexion,
Theymsmmhl: that the strepeth. of 4m empire consists in its population ;
and that a prince &5 great and powerful, more from the mmber of his
subjects, than from the cxtént of bis territory: hence the politic indulgence
that the Birman government granty 1o every sect freely 1o exercise it veli-
gious 7itest. they tolerato alike the Pagan and the Jew, the Mussalinan or
Cluistiun, the diseiples of Confucius, or the worshippers of fres the
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children of whiom, borm el a Birman woman, cquully become subjects: of
the state, ind we entitled 1o the same protection-and privileges, s if they
hud sprumg from 3 fine of Birma ancestry.

Whien Shembuan suceceded 1o thathrotie, be removed the seat of gover-
ment from Clagaing, the residence of fis brother and-immediate prede-
cessor, o Manchaboo, where hid Wﬂlﬂﬂl{lﬂ]ﬂﬂﬁpl liis court. With
ks sktisation ilso he becume discontentody and it is suid from certain supes-
stitious ressans, suggested by asrologers, aguin changed: his abode, and
wade Aws Haung, orancient Avi, the metrapolis of the empire. Thé city,
which bad fllen into i, was quickly rebuilt; new keoums® and praws+
atoses A stromg stockade was: erected ; and the fortifications; which bad
been neglected mm?-aqm:samummm were put into & respectable
state of repair.

The beilliznt saceess that sutended the ﬂmliﬂﬂpﬂﬂﬂ of the Birmuns
into (he Sizméese country, wits productive of no permanent advantages:
(iouyl heaten, the Siamese were far from being a-subjugatcd people. The
iubicrent camity, that snbsists between these two nations, will probably
prevent the pussive vassalage of one to' the'ather, ualess broken by such

Wrepeated delcats, 25 must searly amount to extirpation. Soon afier Dee-
bedee b lod bis army within the confines of the Birman dominions, the
voke of the: conquerors was disclaimed in Dwarawuddy: 2 man vamed
Piaticksing, 2 velation of the king, and onewho held an nﬂiciz statinn ahout
his persan, hud, previous 1o the cupitalation, retired to 3 town at some dis-
wance, aniended by liis followers. As 5oon as it was kaawa that the Bire
mans had withdrawy hﬂ”""ﬁrm ‘territories, be returned, at the head
ol numerous troop of adherents, by whose aid he easily displaced the

» Monstteries, t Teriples. Prasw is 3 term upplied taall sacred Gbjects.

L
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new government, and abolished lhe:_n:gnlatiims mude by the Bi'l':mun:y_nc—
ral. The king, who lud pasillanimously ubandaned bis throng and people,
is said to bave perished in the woots, hut through what means is sot
clearly ascertuined ; probably by, the dagger of the usurper; who luving
gainesd over the populace and conciliated some men of influence, fouad
few obstacles o impede Lis way o the throne. "

Deehedee, who had so eminently distinguished himsell, was receivid on
his return to Ava with muny Aattering demonstrations: of applause; his
Tsaloe, or cord of nability, was increased from six to nine strings, and he
was firthey honoured with the title of Nasma-bos-dee, or most illustrious
commander.  The Chinese betng vanquished, and the Peguers to appear-
pearance so depressed, as o leave no' apprehension of disturhance to the
state, Decbedee wus aguin detached w punish the contumacious Siamese,
and veduce them to'vassallage and submission; he lalt Ava on this scrvice
with a fleet of war-boass, early in the monsoon of Lhe year 1271 the troops
werg debarked at Rungoon; and proceeded from thence by land. On this
secasion, the Siamese anticipated the intention of the Binman general, and

o met lim in force on the hontiers, where the opposition he experienced
from the encmy, and the difficulty of passing the rivers, which had nots
yet subsided, were such as to oblige him to retreat; he encamped on
the borders ol lheﬁluug river, whence he wrote to Avit (o represant the
necessity: of mﬂing him further reinforcements,

In comsequence of this application;. Chedookaminee, who had servexl
an'the former expedition, reccived 3 commission, appointing him Maywaon
or Viceroy of Maptaban, and of all the possessions belonging 1o tie Bir-
muns sothward of Martzbum This officer was ordered 1o make thie

- " -

levies, necessary for the assistance of Deehedee, within lis jurisdiction;



EMBASSEY TD AVA. 15

alter which he was to join thut general, act in concert with him, and,
aniting their forces, recommence hostifities against the Siamese

The southern - pmmnmwtlhhlhtambuﬂtrufﬂ}ﬁimhﬂm
extended, Wweére chiely inhabited by the families of Taliens; or Peguer.
who had eithier voluntarily lelt, or were expetied frum. the ancient ity of
Pegue, from Dalfs, and ihe districts atlacents out of these Qhedookaminee
was obliged 'to form his new levies.. The Peguers, who were then sup-
posed 1o be sufficiently reconciled o the Birman governmet, and consi-
fdfered, i many respects, s mutufalized subjects of the state, were accord-
ingly required 1o conitribntte 1 tlie publie exigencies, by [umishing mes |
and ‘money, in like proportion as-the native Birmans. la fect b southern
countries were not capable of furnishing Rirman: receuits sufficient far an
army; bur the confidence repdsed fn the Poguers was, in tlyis instance,
fatally misplaced, and (heir treachery averted fromthe Sinmesa the gather
ing storin.

Decbeder, probably disgusted: by the appointment of Ghedookamines to
the Maywoonship of ‘Marubas, obtained. permission Lo retire. from  the
army, and | return to the capital z1on hudcpartnm.ﬂhaimhnm SUuc-
“eeeded to the sole command-

Among the troops this Taised; were three popular chieftains of the Talic
nation, named Tellakien, Tellasien, snd Meenatz, men uf enterprizing,
intriguing spirity and of greatinflusnce amongst their pee?le. The Peguers
thus collected n o body, and provided with. arms, became conscious of
their own strengthis 3 sense of whicly, stimulated by the influence of their
chieftains, inspired them with a desire to regain their empire, arud reldliste
their mfg on their oppressors. The army was assembled at'Murtaban
whe the conspiracy wes fonned & at the close of the first day’s march,
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the Peguers suddenly mee upon their Birman companinus, and commenced
an indiscrimbnite massaere s the offieer second in commund of the Birman
army was shiin: and those who ﬁtf{p&d the fury of the assassins, Hed
into the woods. | Chedookimince limsell, accompanicd by 500 followers,
with difficilty effected o retreat to Rangoons the eluted Peguen followed
the blow, wid pursued the fugitives 1o the very gates of the city, where
their 'mmzm increasing, they formed an encampment, and commenced
& regular siege

Rangoon mul&mrlnuhmm:kadm a time, when it was worse
prepared for defence; msl._ulq.mnlm had lulled thie Birmans into en-
suspecting repose. The Majpwoon of Pegue, whose residénce was in Ran-
goon, had, a shart time belore, procecded on an annual visit ol lomage to
the capital, accompanied by the principal officers of his governments he
hud also taken with him the greatest part of the toops, in pacticular thase
who manned the war-boats; a hardy und feracious tribe, who usually attend

on Ll guvernor, or viceroy, on occasions of cevemony. During his ab-
sence, a lieutenant or chekey, named: Shoe-dong-northa, commanded
the city, and by the galliny defency lie made, proved himsell vo undeséry-
ing subistitute, News of the revolt quickly spread, und; fiomits fivst sue-
cess, created @ general afirm among the Birmans, resident ig the adjoining
districts. Tl Meou-ges, or chiel men of Henzada, Dennobew, und
Padaurg, assembled all the force they conld collect; and in a spirited
manner came down the Aver m iiﬂﬂ boats, and threw themsclves into
Rangoon, whith stood in need of such timely sucoours.  The Peguers
thrice attempted te storm & strong stockade, that encompassed the walls
of the town, and were cach time besen off with serious loss. Iumﬂi-.
gence of these eventy reaching court, the Maywoon, with s trmin of
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attendants; and a foew additional troops, amounting in the whale to about
3000 men, were ordereid to proceed without delay (o the reliel of Rap-
goon, Tl rapid strevm of the Trrawaddy quickly transported this de-
tachment to the place of its destination : the Peguers, on their spproach,
thought it most prudent b mive the seige. and, without making any fur-
ther attempt o oppose the junction of the reinforcement, retived 1o the
banks of the Saloenmect. The arrival of the Viceroy of Rangoon, was:
specdily lollowed by that of 4 still more respectable force, wider an officer
of the highest rank in the empire; Maba-soesooere, ong of the Wopngess,
or chiel counsellors of state, was entrusied by the K’ii_;s. witls the con=
duct of (ke soutbiens war, and the restoration: of onder in the disturbed
These events did not deter Shembuan from pursuing his favourite scheme
of conquest 1o the westwand, The feaile plains and populous. towss
of Munnipoora, and the Cassay Shaan, attracied his: ambiton., Early
in the year 1374, a formidable force was seot against ihese pluces, under
the command of three generals of distinction, Moung-wamaa, Captain of
the King's guard, Qundabioo, and Kameouzs.. Part proceeded by water
up e Keen-duem, and the vemainder by Jund wking the route: of Mon-
chaboo, Kaung-naz, and Naky-oun-mee; the armament by water wrvived
imexpectedly at & town cilled Nering, where the Bimans landing, sur-
prised and cartiod away 150 wamen, who'were employed i the: labours
of thie harvei. M[g‘ the Ru"a_. of Nﬂm made i incffectual
gitemph w rescue the captivess he fell after a gallant struggle, sid 250 of
his followers last their lives, The Birmans having ravaged the country,
il gommitted many acts of wunten darbarity, proceeded to join the
detachment that advanced by lind: when the forces were united, hey
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marched towards Manmipoore, the Raja of which came (orth to meet the
avemy, and gave theny luittle at 2 village called Amputalla, fourteen miles
short of Mummipoors. Tihe conflict was long and obstinate, but fortune in
theend favoured thy Birmuns; lhsﬂmmpnm:l{a;aﬂui from the leld
of battle to his capital, where confusion and terror provailed ;- from thence
bee witlidrew 10 the Corrun Lills, five dsys joirmey noith-west: of M-
poar, accompanicd by is fumily, and carrying with him bis most valuable
effects:  The city of Munnipoora submitted to the congueror, who wak
possessionr of whatever the inhubitants had not been able to remove or
conceal. Tl spoils, cimsisting chislly of merchundize, ind vessels of gold
and silver, were forwarded 1o the golden feet, together witly 2000 prisoners
of both sexes.

Having reduced the Munsiiposreans, Oundaboo left w0 his colleagues;
Moung-wam:ia and Kameouza, the task of enforcing submission from the
Cassay Shaan, and several neighbouring petty states; whilst putting him-
self atethe head of 10,000 men, uninenmbered with baggage or urtillery,
e marched against Chawal, Raja of Cachar, who possessed thie indepern-
dent sovereigaty ol a ricly, chough mountainous temitary, sarthwest of

Mumnipoorn. 1n his progress he overcame Anoupsing, prince of w country

~enlled Muggaloo;® thence he is said to have pen:h:ntmi.wi‘fm the Hama-

laya hills, which form & continuation of the lofty Tmaws, and seem to be

- bartier ruised by natare, to proteet the mild unsarlike inhabitants of

India, from the more hardy natives of the East, who, unrestrained by such
impediments, would sges since have spread desolation along the fertile
banks of the Burhampooter and the Ganges.. Pursuitig his canquests,

* Mr. Wood frequently heard nf-lh_h country whilst lis was 3t Asam, = engineer 1o
detaciument sent thither by Lird Comwallis.
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Ounduboo advanced within three days march of Gospare,” capital of
Cachar, passing many rugged mountaing and pleasant vallies, embosomed
in their range.

Chawal; aware of the storm with which ke was tstestensd, hud. taken
the necessary precautions for bis own secusity ; be joined in 2 defensive
league with the lesser rajabs of the hills; who, iough waging endless

warfire with each ather, unitedin the hour of dangsr to repel the common

enamy. The cliief of these was the Prince of Jointy, sumamed the Gos-
sainy Rajn. Oundiiboo, bfinded by the ambition ol conquest, imprudently
pressed farward, until he found himsell envizoued with difficulties he could
nol lope to surmouni, and from which there was now no relreat, To com-
plete his misfortumes, that deadly disease oo fally known to British
tmaps, by the name of the hill fever, had spread its banelul inHuence
thirough the Birmum rankd; fomine und pestilence accomplished whas the
swords of the mountaineers could never bave effecied. Oundabon's troops
dispersed, and in the defilés of the mounitains, and the wizes of theforests,
were cul off by the natives in detsil, or perished the wnresisting victims of
a supernatural foe, '

‘The misfortunes of Oundaboo and his army, instead of lntimidating the
Birmans, excited an insutiable spirit of revenge. Kameouza lmdenoni 19
exact reiribution fotn the Cachiars, for the blood of his alaughtered coun-
trymen; Moungwaman remained a1 Munsipoora, witha garrison sulficient
to defend the fort, whilst Kameouza marched against Ghawal, with a/yet
greater force than had accompanied the unsuccessiul geneyul, whose error
alfisreledd an usefis) lesson to his successor, Instend of the rush and preci-

* Cuspore 13 waid mh:nMMjwmﬁf;umWtha! med-
EngeT. : ' i

r ;f.,._.:
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pitate haste made by his predecessor, this more prudent leader diligesly

explored his ground, halting swherever subsistence could be collected,
with which many of the rich and luxuriznt valleys o Gachar abovaded:
thus comtinuing 4 cautious progress, he penetruted us G as the puss ol
Im:hamuuf,' 1wo dﬂ)’i Joutncy from Caspore, where he was met by a
deputation from the Raju 0 'solicit pesce. Kamtouza prescribed terms,
which, though severe and humiliting, were aceepted. Cliawal consented
to pay, besides o sum of money, the- abject homage of a maiden ofshe
royal blood to the King of Ava, and to send him a tree with the roots
bound in their mative clay; thereby indicating, that bioth person and firo-
perty were st the disposal of his sovereign pleasure; these scis being con-
sidered a8 the most undguivocal proofs ol'r-\';is:lag_e; EXPressing, on one
hand, the etreme of submission, and on the other, the mos( wbolute
P{l“’t]_', *

Kameonza, in his returm Lo hlumﬁpnum, clstised 2 race of mountatneers
nameddKeingee, by whom behad been harrassed i his march, burning
severul of their villages in the districts of Bodasser wnd Ghaumgant. Raja
Anoupsing likewise made hﬂ submniission; [I:pﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ&lm‘l ufﬂmwg
granted to the lugitive prince, on condition of paying an smnual u:bu'te,
and offering the acknowledgment of a royal virgin, dnd adree.  Mattérs
being thus udjusted, the’ Birmans rctumed to their own mumry, having
lost above 20,000 men, frum the commencement to the close of the expe-
ditian, by the vanous casualties of war,

These viciorics lent only o h‘amimrysphmﬂnr o lthinn:mms,
without contributing to the real and permanent advimtige of the state; it
Wias impmjsi'ble to keep pumion of {he iricis they had ﬁvc_r-mn! the

* These are passes of the same name in Hindostan, .
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wwis they had stormed, and the countries they had subdued. The Bir-
man nation was far from being popalous, in. proportion (o its widely
extended empire. To retain the fate acquisition of Pegue, and keep in
suhjection its discontented and numerous inhabitahts, required the utmost
vigilance, and accupicd all the troops that could with prudence be spared.
Osths of allegiance arc considersl by eastern vassals, as obligations of
cnmmtncy. a5 mere nugatory forms, to be observed no longer than there
is power to punish a Wieach of them ; the conquests therefore, made by | the
Birmans 1o the westward, were attended with oo ollses effect, thin to add
to their native arrogance, and Lo intrsase el slrendy inordinate pride.

The Peguers, a5 E-e:[oru related, loving raised (e siege of Rasigoon, had
veturnied to the Salocnmect, or the Martaban river, when Mala-see-so0-ra,
to whom the manzgenient of e soutliern war was introsted, arrived at
Rangoor, with an additional reinforcement of troops, and severul pisces
ofanillery, Having augmemcd s strength with the soldicrs that accom-

panicd the men, and deiftel part of the garrison, his army ambunted
to 20.000 mens whilst swenty-four pieces of arduance rendéred him for-
miduble to s foe, casually armed with whatever weapons they could
procure.

With this respectable cqmipment Malia-ses-so0-ra wok the field, about
the end of the year 1774, The enemy were in passession of Martaban,
atndl T collected, (o various quarers, a discordant rabble; ill provided
with necessavies, and nltogether umemenable to controls from w'lmm the
Birman commander met with il opposition; in a muarch rcmh-ml tedious
by the transportation uf heavy .gun.:r;, and the diffieulty of crossing the
pumerons watercounses that intersect the lower comntry. On ra;ichii;g
the vicinity of Martaban, overtures of 3 pacific niture were made by the

M
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rebel leaders, which were rejected with contenipt aud menace : the Peguers
i despair shut- themselves within the fort, 3 seige was cominenced, and
sustained fora considerable time. The Peguers were ut length forced to yield.
Tellasien and Meenatzi, with several of their adherents. cffscted an escape
to Siam; but Tellakien was not o forfunte ; be was captared in the fort,
witlt manty others, and being s leader of’ the rebellion, hiz fate was reserved
for the decision of W4 sovereign.

Malur-see-soo-r3 was preparing (6 carry the war info the country of the
Stamese, when he received humﬂig:nm of the intentions of dic King (o
visit Rangoon in person : this dm:mmﬂm together with the little proba-
bility of being uble 1o advance fat, before the seasan®when the rivers swell,
determined him to pass the monsoon in cuntonments, a¢ Mirtabisn.

Shembuan having repelled the formidable invasion of one enemy, and
carried liy victorious uims into the territory of another: having, by pru-
dent conduci, established his throne on llwnmngﬁmn&zmofm
andl respect, conceived, that his presencewould cuu:nbnt: 10 & more speedy
terminution of the troulles that agitated the lower provinces, and more
cllectually destroy the seeds of disalfection aming the Peguers, which had
so aften, at infervals, broke out fitto open rebellion: The temple of Dagon,
called Shioe-Dugon, or the Golden Dagon, an edifice ol veneriuble sanctity,
and stupendovs size, where Gaudms, the Birman and Pegue object of
religions worship, was, from time immemarial, sccustomed (0 reccive gt
an atnwl festival, the adorations of (he devous, had, in the yeur 1769,

* The rivers in Iqﬂ'nmﬂ;bcg'nm.lmllh&mmw fall of rain §a the low coune
tries, Thﬁin:wbtmﬁhdmthe.mmmncmt}@;nihmtbnm
A 0 the meiting of the soow, with which the tops of the eastern hills arc coverad, i the
hotteer seigom.
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suffered much damage from an eanthquake ;. in pasticular the Tee, or umi-
bredla, which, composed of apen imn-work, crowned the spire, liad been
thrown down by the concussion, and rendered irveparable from the fall
f the Birman empire, 3 pagoda is not deemed sanctifisd until it receives
the umbrella; and the erection of this Jast, but most important appendage,
is an 2ot of high solemmity. mwhﬂmﬁimﬁmiiaﬁd to
have covered pcuh-t}rwh the closk of religion. cansed a new and magni-
ﬁmlTwmhcmnﬂmcld 3t Ava, and’ declured his hutention to assist
in person at the ceremony of puiting it on. For this avawed purpose be
leht liis capital, attended by a mumerods train of Birman nobility, whilst,
to incresse the pride and pageantry of the display, Béinga Della, the un-
to Alompra, was léd Gaptive i the procession.  An ammy of 50,000 men
compesed the body guand = ¢his splendid army, having embarked in bosts,
sailed down the Irrawaddy, and arrived at Ratigoon in the month of Octo-
ber, 1775 ‘Tellakien, the Pegue rebel, who liad hoen sent up Lhe country
Joaded with irons, et thie King st the town of Denoobew, aud expisted
liis treason by x painful death-

Whatever respoct the glary of conquest, and the wisdom of 4 well
regulated govenimett, might atkich 'to tlie reign of Shembuan, it must be
wholly obscured by the cruelty exercised on the present occasicn towards
liis vyyal prisoner, the unbappy King of Pegue: and this teo, like 4 mare
recent and equally ishuman reficide, in 2 nation pmlﬁnug(mmmmr.
and enlightened by science, was Wm:dnnﬁnr the mockery of justice.
Shembuan, ol content with exblbiting 10 1he humbled Peguers: theit ve-
serable, and yet vevevated monisch, bound in fetiors, ind howed down
with years and anguish, Tesolved o suke away Lis life; and yender tio
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disgrace still deeper, by esposing him as a public mulefactor, o suffer
under the stroke of the common executioner. I most countries, (o the east
of Bengal, decapitation is the punishment aliotted for common thieves; and
lic who inHicts (he sentence bs usually 2 culprit, who bas onte been con-
victed of the crime,  To die by such 2 hund is déemed an | ignominy,
which the Birmans dread even worse than death iwsell; bui for-any sub-
jeet t spill royal biod, is Gtbidden by the Birman and Pegue laws, as
an et of inexpiulile fmpiety s nevertheless the M?Shmbm. ré-
gardiess of law, and devoid of tumanity, issued orders for his:ill fated
prisaner to prepare for trial on a charge of high trason.

The process of huiw, in Binman courts of justice, is condueted with s
much formaliy as in any country on eath.  Beings Della was brough
before Lhe judges of the Rhoom, among whom the Maywoon of Pegue*
presided. The hate King of Pémie was there accused of having been
privy to, and instrumental in, exciting the lute rebellion. Depositions of
several witnesses, supposed to be suborned, were taken; the prisancy
denied the charge; but his fite being determined on, his plea availed him
nothinig. He was found guilty; and the proceedings, according to custom,
were laid before the King, who pissed sentence of death, and icgompanied
it with an ogder for speedy execution,

Tn/'conformity to this cruel mandate; on the Tihoof the increasing maon,
i the month Taboung, the aged victim wis Jed, in public procession,
through an insulting populace, 10 3 plsce called Awa-bock, three milés
without the city, where be met his doom with fortitude ; -and had no dis-

* I the sheence of the king, the Mayiwoon, o vicersy, sever sttends in persan 4t the Rhodms ;

he then rrpresnts the king; remaing fn Kiv palace, and receives the report of the judges; 1o
which be spplies the law, aod finally awands the sentence.
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tinction paid him above the meanest criminal, except that all the municipal
afficers attended i their roles of ceremoity, to witness lis lasi moments.

State necessity by sometimes found 1w be incomputible with individual
justice, -and on qccastons, must be allowed (o plead for mieasures which,
ahstructedly considered, seem luarshi, and bear hard upon pasticular: mem-
bers of the tommunity; bUI such necessity, 1o be. admissible, should be
made unequivecally evident: Men, whose designs agaiist. the public
peice canmot be doubied; ought to be restraited by the hand of cercion,
even beforg the commission of any overt act to whiich the law artaches:
the proof of intettion, warrants and demands such imterference. A despot,
who dreade the extinction of his power, and. the loss of bis. crown, swill
resort Lo unjustifisble means to-remove thie object of lis jesloysy, and an-
ticipate on his enemy the meditated blow s but the circumstances. of the
presatit cise, appear neither to xdmit of-pa.lliuﬁun or excnse: the security
af the state was st endangered, and no rivalry could be divaded.  The
Pegue King lind passed more than twenty years, a contented and inoffen-
sive prisoner ; had lie been qu_ljr suspected of encouraglog lis lormer sub-
jects, in uny otie of their several atempts ut enumeipation, his lile would
hiave puid the forfeit of his temevity: but, iix the lis instance, when béend-
ing under the pressure ol yeass and mﬁrmi!]!, there was scarce 2 possibility
of his being uccessory 1o so daring @ revolt.  Oun the part of the Binman
monarcl, it wis a wanten and burbarous display of power, desigued,
perfizps, an a humiliating spectiicle to the Peguess, whose attachment 1o
their ancient sovereign bordered on idolatry, [t cusis x deep shade over
a spledid reign, and jusily brands the memory of Shemban with: the
odious appellition of tyrunt,

The execution of many Taliens of rank fallowed that ol the king; all
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who were suspected of having bomne 2 part in the lite vebellion, and all
whose influence vendered them formidable, were included in the fist of the
settled in Tongho, or the eribltary provinces of Zemee, Sandepoora, and
the digtricis adjacent.

These are amongst the last transaciions of Shembuan's life s ulter duly
solemsizing the ceremony of putting on the Tee, lic prepared to rettm to
his cupital, having g‘lm istnctions to his general, Mahu-see-soo-ra, to
prosecute the war against the Siatnese. | -

I the beginning of the year 1776, Shembuan lefi Rangoon with the
same retinue, and in the same pomp which before sttended him+ during the
varly stages of his progress, he felt the first symptoms of his mortal illness.
Alurmed at the danger; and impatient under his sufferings, he quitted his
slow-drawn hout of state, and embarking in a lighter vessel, hastened to
his capital, hoping there to find relief; but his days were numbered, 4nd
he was doomed shortly to resign lis diadem and fife to Ut power, which
disregatils even tlio boxsted mmartality of Birman kings.

Languishing undee a slow fever, and distempered with scrofuls, Shem.
buan obtained little benehit from the efficacy of medicine. Frvorder to hreathe
a freet air, he chianged the fért of Ava for the open plains: temporary
wooden houses were ereeted, on the highest banks that ovethung the
stream, and on spots to which superstition poioted s the site of hzalth.
Bt the skill of astralogers proved fallacious, and no wind that blew walied
alleviation to his puins: after &hgum- hhﬂuﬂ' by li'aqmml vemovils, he
felt it was but en meeless aggravition of his sulferings; hopeless of life, he
retumed (o the fort to prepare for the last scene; and scttle the alinirs of
the empire and the succession to the throne, &
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Shembusre had two sous, Chenguza, und Chelenza, by different mothers;
the first, at this time eighteen years of age, was bom of the principsl
quecn; ahe latter, not more thid thivieen, tie offspring of 3 fuvourite con-
cubine, Competition between these brothers was wu event scarcely ta be
dreaded; whilst Momien, the son: of Nimdogee Praw, seened to be oo
closely inunimed in monastic privicy, lo raise u bar (o the succession.
Nevertheless: Shembuan ok every prudent precaution to tmnsmit an
undisputed sceptre: he exicted from the nobility i selemu prumise ol alle-
giance to his beir, which the vespect entertained fur the character of the
father, inclined few 1o withhold from the son. Having satisinctorily ad-
luswdhm lampnmmm. llwmrlhywhlud up his breuth in the

aaaaa

'I_'lu: ch:.n:lm'uf Shembuan is: dml nf an ;u.lth:n:_, mll:lhgml., and active
prince, He reduced the petty sovereigns of several neighbouring provinces,
to a state of permancat vassalage, who Jud helore only yielded to desultory
coruquest ; these he :nmPuﬂed, a5 Clhobwas, or tributary princes, to repair
in person, of by representatives, at stated periods, to his capital, and pay
homage it Uie Goliden feet ; among them are sumbered the lords of San-
depoora (Cambodis), Zemee, Quantong, Bamoo, and others; together with
several less civilized® tribes, inhabiting the western hills, and the moun-
fainous racts thit intersect tﬁg_‘mr_n_try eastward of the river Irrawaddy.

Shembuan wus in nost poinis u superstitious observer of the rites and
pfm:pm of the Birman nli‘piun. whiich nriginaﬁng as it indisputably does,
Iuln. in muny cssunu.tl LS. Admnmg lhx sanctify, and reverencing
the learning of the Braminict! sedt, the Birmans, votaties of Buddho T achior,

* Caorswnars, Kel, and Yoos,
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sltogether deny the supremcy af the Bramin. professors over their Rha-
haans, or Phonghis.  The Bismuans, Peguers, dnd Siamese, as well as all
nations whose fundamental priociples of veligion cian be traced 16 the
Hindoo system, and who acknowledge the Shanserit as their lioly text,
unite in oue beneyolent doctrine: the sinfulness of depriving any animal
of life; to satisfy u carnivorous appetite.  To cat Reshi, i not deemed o
crimie by the Binmams ; but he who eats it is not exempt fromt sin, unless R
the creature divd 3 natral death, ‘or was shin by accident, or, by other
bands, This precept of the church, #t may be supposed, is not very scru.
pulously observed ; and in muny parts-of the empire is Wholly disrégarded,
except. by the pricsthood, who never even prepare their own vietumls.
Mandates huve been issued by viceroys, and proclamstions gone forth
from the Golden pakice. o enjain obedience (o the sacred Jaws but these
were Jittle more dian expiatory, manifestoss, suagested by remorse, danger,
or superstition. It is likewise at fimes used as s instrument of venal
oppressions the greedy relainers of the Loy bau:g entitled 1o & certain
quota of the fine Jevied from = convicted delinguent.  Shembin, strotighy
tinchared with hlgutfy often, in the course of his: Teign, repeated the pious
prafubition; with no ather effect than causing that (o be done in sceyet,
which befisre e order, litle precantion hud been used {6, concesl,

‘Oun the demise of Shembuun, it does nit appear that any. effoit was
made, cither by Momien himsell; or the nobles attached 10 bis futlier, to
recover a thratie, from which he was most unjitstly debarred.  Chenguza
ascended without oppasitian, and ussumed the- goveriment, at 3 junclure
when the floiirishing state of public aifairs, held out 2 Rattering prospect
of a1 suspiciols reign: |

PBut in the stccession (o soveréignty, it sométimes happens, as in the
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siicoession Lo an estale, thut he whe comes o the fairest igheritancs, docs
not always prove 3 benefactor to his realm, and his subjects, or his tenauts
and demesnes, Numerols ernes: wil}‘, and ought ta be forgiven, ﬂulm
presumptive heir to an high public rust, or an afiluent private property;
Dura radical wane of honest pringiple; a long contimued course of basc and
licentious. condict; never fils in tine o dlisnate the alctions’ of mes,
whetler subjects o tenantry, Nowever inclined they may be 1o venerate
the virtues of the site, in the person of the son.  Even the jus divitum, 5o
strenuously inculcated by the Bienuun uriicles of politica) fith, did not, in
the end, prove sufficiently strong (o protect from viglence a thyane polluted
by the lowest profigacy, and disgracel by an open violation of every moral
and religinus duty.

With ull the wdvgniages msmg Arom: his falbier’s, m:nw:y :mﬂ witli a
government thorouglly: establisheil i power, Chenguza commenced his
reign: but these distinctions he swdied by every meass in his power 1o
abuse.  His first imprudent act was torecall the ammy Jrom the wulltwa:ﬂ
which, shurl.ly after the departure ol Shembaun, had marched from Mxr
taban under Mithz-seesoorra, sl hiad commenced operations against. ihe
Siamese. This general, Chenguzs not only displaced from his military con-
mand, bat likewise degraded from his high ministerial oflice of Woon-gee,
or chiof cotinsellor of state | @ measure thitt drew on himsell prsch odium;
a4 Ml see-s00-ra wis # pevson of concilfatory manners, and an officer of
approved imtegrity and valour.

The other pans ﬂf-ﬂhe'@fﬂlﬁ.wﬂ-.:tﬁﬁﬂmﬂﬁ] with this arbitmry
putsits and he phinged 1t onee info the most shumeless debunchery. Not
content witlh repealipg the edivts of bis futher against the use of spiriiusus
lituors; hie exhibited, in'his own person, an example of ebritly and dissi-

N
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pation: stimulated by jealonsy, he caused hin younger brother, Chilenzs, to
be put to death: he submilted the aflzims of his empire to be adminisiered
by favourites, and accustoned himselfw be absetit from his capital, whole
months togethier indulging in rursl sparts and carousalsy and prelerring bis
hunting seats, an the borders of deap forests, 10 the splendid Piasath® of the
toyal palace. duthe year 1779, his father's younger hrother, Terrgug.mee, i
incurred the suspicion of the tyrant, and fell a victio to, his jelousy: Pa-
gahm-mee, another of his vncles, was kept 2 close prisones in the fort of Ava,
under pretext that é'n m]ﬂuﬂmg aguinst the stare ; hu uncle, Minderagee
Praw, the present King, resided sometimes at Chagaing, and sometimes nt
Monchsboos and thaugh he alfecied to live in the mast inoffensive obscurity,
was nevertheless vigilanily syatched by the minfons of the palace.

»  Agrecably 1o the usage of the Birman court, Ohenguza hud eacly been
betrothed to « relations of his oWh; this marriage proving unfruithul, he
esponsed, 35 his second wilk, the daughter of ope of the Atawoonsd
of the court: @ young mmwﬁm virtug, beauty, and accom-
p;iﬂh[llﬂ]tl. Ahhmxgh It was gmrlﬂr Hiﬂnﬂ that IWHH‘ ﬂll‘ﬂnﬂj"
fond of this wife, yet the imitation of an intemperats life; together with a

* Piszrh, the regal spire, that dstinguithes the dwelling of the monareh, and the femples
of the divinity | 10 nons aher & it allowsd. 1 Or posiessor of Terroug,

$ A prince, 10 be properly fualified ro swend the Birman throns, dhould be of blood royal
both inthe male snd female line, In weder to guard againt plebelan comaminaio, the
Birman lew whnite of incestuous marriages In the m_]rsl'l‘lmﬂr: ﬂﬁihmm i restricead 10
thern lioes

§ The Attayvuon anzy be called 2 privy couneller | there are fou, who have access 4 bils
majesty st all hours, and s cinmiied by the king on affiies OF fmpottince ; they haro
influence enough, semetimes, 70 comteract the decisions of the Weon-gess passed i the
Loto; or high court of judgment, when laid before his majesty for royal approbation.

-
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disposition from nature prone to jealousy, cased them to live on terms of
unceasing diseonl. One day, setnated by ah itipulse of sudden rge, he
accused her of infidelity; and without allawing himself time to judge dis-
passionately, or suffermg the m:!hn;_:py princess to vindicatc bersell, he pro-
nounced sentence of funlediate death. There are weetches in:every nation
ready to uxecute the snguiniry mandates 0F 4 crsel tyrant's the trembling
and isnocent victim was drageed hﬂﬂllll:]ﬂl:lﬂ:, nm!i.l:u:lr.ﬁal n 2 sack
of scarlat cloth, richly ornamentesd: this confined, she was put an board 2
boat, when the sack being suspentod Betwesy the sairow secks of two
carthon jarss the whole was sunk in the deepesi purt of the Irrawaddy.
The jurs ﬁHing, carvied the body down, and prevonted emersion. Thix
diabelical act wus perpetrated i open day, before thousands of spectators,
amangsl whom were nuany of her fiends and relations.  Her aflficsed
father, overwliclmed with anguish and dprived of all his offices, retived
in despuir to the city of Clagaing.

The universal disgust that a conduct so flagitious could uot Eal to
rase, oven i he most d@pmal mﬁat?. caused the mjurﬁyor the nobles,

such n dominion; no man's I'I'E was secure fmm hnmmu:g a mu:nﬁt:ﬂ to

the caprice of an toxicaled baybarian; or the p:muatl emmity of same
despicable parasite: at such a jusciure; the eves of all were naturally
wrned 1o the rzhuful heir, who lnd now acsined the years of manhoud,
The retreat chosen for Momian, was the Keoumn und Praw of Lo-ga-ther-poo,

‘hhup:ﬂﬂy whwmemrmimmqﬁﬂ the Teloed of one of the voysl family ;
mmmumuuummmm g
T The jirs of Pegoe s 1n greeral estimatiim throughous India, being remuricable fur teie

size and excallance.
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an inconsiderabile distnce from the fort of Ava, where, prolected by
His sacerdotal habit, by the inflsence of his aunt, and perhaps; above
all, by his own want of capacity and persomal i:rmgmﬁnnm. li'llﬁ Lyratit
hisd bitherto considered him #s an object too contemptible for notice; Hule
imagining that the simple Phonghi, was ane day to be, in the hands of
others, the instrument of liis destruction.

A conspirucy was-the resali of the discontents of the people, and the
misconduct of the prince. The principal actors were Shembusn Mindera-
wee Praw,* the Atawoon before meutioned, and Malia-see-soo-ra, the
degruded minister. These personages easily gained the monks over to their
side, who, though less willing vy meddle in state alfairs, thanis customary
with hieir order in muany countries, yet, being exasperated by the open
comempl Chenguza manifested for religion, its rights and ministers, g'ﬁid.l_]?
lent their aid to bring about a Phange, whicl, by placing Momien, their
illustrious disciple; on the thrane, promised Lo advance the interesis of the
churell,  Momien sas accordingly tutgred for the pare be was to act, and
nothing remained but ta embrace a favourable moment l.nmmmﬂ-e_pm
jected revolution,

During Chengura’s reign, military operations seem 1o have been whaolly
“upgnded whilst the umghluﬂunug nations; the Chinese, the Stumese,
and Cassayers, had so recently experienced the power ol the Birman arms,
that they Felt tio inclination v stand forth as aggressors. Repeated defeats
and severe penal litws, crpshed the spitit of revolt omang Uis Peguers, whe
:q:.pcmﬂ fu-nnquimc in their -suhj_ugamd stute. The Anoupectoumeany,
or great western mountaing, had not in the present dynasty been crossed
by an hostile army; the tanquillity of the: empire, therelore, during the

* The prent oonarch, and younger brother of the deceased Shembuan,

¥
k
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six years that Cliéngus wore the crawn, compensated, in some measure,
far the! Iimmumm that s irurudumd'mnng'ﬂm people.  Population
incrensed, und tracts of fand were caltivated, which under 3 more ﬂuﬁh;
prince, would prolubly luve conitinged an unproductive waste.

Afier matters were in readiness; the frst opporeunity of acting occurred

in the ntonth of November, 1781 Chenguza bad gone to Keoptulpun, 3
town on the banks of the fiver, abbul I!ﬂﬁf‘lﬂuﬂ Delow Ava, to celebrute
are lijight festival. A he never observed oy regulur times of going out, or
retroing 1o the fort, \t alften huppencd thut he presented Im:mﬂf ur the
gates whien lesst expected. anid at hours when entrince is debarred 0 the
miltitude. Momien was secretly Fiuenialied with the dress, and equipments
all royah}" thus pessonating Chengaes, and attended: by the customary
retinne, Lie appeared’ ot midnight before the gate called Shoedogas, aud
deminded admissian ¢ at first s wickel anly was apencd by the guard on
duty: who, suspecting teeachery from the wnusunl carnestress of the fore-
st persons 1o enter, Aucmpied (o close the' door, aod cilled out treason
resistance, liowever, was oo lies the centined was ent down, and the
gate thrawn open by those who had penetrated’ through thewicket. The
commpirators being reinforced ‘by a number of armed mien that lyy in
ambuscale, proceeded 1o surround the palace, which wus In el 2
fortification, béing encompassed by a high wall, defended by a parapet,
and Hanked by small bistions; each gile was Turther protected by a pieco
of ordiianice.  On (e list alurm; the Woon-gees unl printipal olficers of
stte, took refuge within the inclasure of (the palace.  During the night,
(e tumost terror and cottfusion prevailed thiroughont the city: at day-
break, the mummber ol conspirators being augmented, wh attack Witk made
on. ope of the ;_:alm gates, which was blown open: the guard, commanded

L]
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charges from ¢heir camon on the assvilants.  Afier @"smart conflics, the
event which usually decides e Fite oF battle between Eastern armies, ter-
winated this; Gabriel was killed by the stroke of  spear, and his panty
Bedd o the fall of their leader: the ministery of Chengura were put to
deatls om the 5pot. As soun-as the tumult. subsided, Momien was solemnly
procisimed soversign of the Birman Empitc; 4 new council was swom,
officers of stute appoitited, and dignlties conferrsd om the most sctive par-
Heans. The next measure adopted o, sécure possession of the throne, was 1o
proclsim Chenguza wn ot in 3 manifesto dedlsratory of Momien's prior
claim, und ?paﬂmms on ihe unworthiness of hiy pmdm An an:u::l
loree was likewise detiched bath by land and water o Kegpuatous, 1o seine
bix person: bt Clienguza| laving received timely itformation, withdrew
across: the river; “and, sccompanied by several attendints, efficied his
cseape to Ghagding, whers some men of consequence, who were sensible
Uit they bad litle to -hope fiom the benevalence of the new guvernment,
joined hin fortunes, wud fud iny with hopes of being able to- recover (e
seepire so suddenly wrested from him. These pequms., however, wire
al short durationg 2 tyrmng dethroned, bas no’ othier frends than thie come
panions of his prullipry, und the accomplices of Liis gum.

The fart of Chagaing was immediataly invested by troops.in the interest
of the new king. Chenguza st first dhought of defitfudivg himselfz but
lindiung Gt be s descreed by those om whous lue plced lis cliel neliance,
alter a resistance of foar dﬂﬁ. his resolution fuiled : und be ddcm;mg;[ on
fyimg w the Casay country, thire to thiow himsell on the pratection of
the Munpipoors Rape This intentioe g ﬁnv.‘u_alr conuuunicated o lis

anotlier; the widow of Shembuan Praw, whi resided in his palace, i the
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city of Awe, Instesd of encouraging ber son to persevers ity 50/ pusillani-
mous a resolve, sifeameytly dissuaded him from Hight; urging, that it was
far more: glnnuufl 10 oie oven l'y 'ignnﬁh hands, within the pmﬂ of his
MMMWMEhEWMWmmWﬂBr
mendicant, fud by strangerg, and indebred for 2 precarious asylum o 2
petty polentate. | Chenguzs yielded (o his mother's counsel, and preferring
desth to disgriceful exile, he cansed 2 small bait to be privately prepared,
and kept iu readiness at e gant, ar landing plce: disguising himsell io
the habit of 3 private gentleman. #nd attended only by two meuinls, be fcft
Chagxing by break of day, and emburking, rowed towards Ava, on the
opposite shore, When the bost approached e principal gaut, ¢ the foot
of thewalls; he wis-clullenged by the centinels on duty.: o longer desirous
of concealing bimsell, he called out in 3 lowd voice, Uit he was * Chen-
guzs Nundaw-yeng Prasw;” * Ohengoza, biwfd lord of the palace.” A con-
duct at once so unexpeeted and so resolute; struck the guards with astonishe
ment, who, gither overmwed by his presence, or at woss liow to act, for
want of instructions, siffered him 1o procesd wmulested; e crowd slso,
50 extraordinary w cirgumstance had by this eme brought together,

respectfully made way for i to pass, Scarce had he reached the gate of
the guter court of the palace; when he was mot by the Atawooy, futher
ol the princess whom he had so inhomunly slain: Ghenguza, on perceiving
kim, exclaimed, * Traitar, 1 am come to/take possession of my wight, und

“wreak vengeatice on mine miu The Attawoon instmily snatched
asbre from an attendant officer; and st one siroke cut the unhappy Ghen-
guza through the bowels, tnd faid him hreathless at his feet. No persod
was found (o prevent, or avénge bis death; he ell unlemested, as be had
lived desplsed.,
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Momien, destised go be a wretchied tool in the hands of othess, was not
long sufiesed to'enjoy bis unespected clevation. - At M instliation, it is
believed, of the purtizass of the presznt king, he caused the Auswoan who
 had slain Chenguzs to be apprehended ; and on the accusation of having
shed snyat blood, contrary to the express leygr of the civil aud religious
laww, whes it was bes duty ooly to/lave seized thie person of Clenguza, snd
Lirought him a prisoner to the king, Uus ill-fated pobleman was, without
remorse; délivered over 1o the puhhc excculioner.

Sherbuan Mia Shiean Minderuges Pray, tie fourth sot uflltﬁdﬁaaﬂﬂ
Alompra, lad eyer carelully concealed wnder an . bumble exterior, und
apparent Jove of rotivement, wonibition that aspired 10 the possession of the
throne 3 his influence, though less. prominent thas that of the otlier con-
Fderites, vet contributed sbove all to the successidl accomplishment of
the lute revolution:  An ideot youth, who had passed his Lifle in monustic
tetirement, could bave bu fow artached 1o him from) pessonal aficction ;
and the use he made-of lus carly power, did not ERCOUTAZE A hope that the
stute would derive mriich bensfit frim bis hiture administration. Mende-
rayee, therefore, frund vo difficnlty in forming a party sulficiently powerful
to crush in bts lisst stage; the government of the ymng:-mlasiau&q Is is,
however, surmised, aud apparently on good grownds, that the schioli chain
of events had been preconcened s and thit Momlen, when yrged to (ke
on lim (he imperial dignity, after be had Rulfilled the views of others, was
himseH marked for destruction: be this as- it mnjr:. Mimnderagee met with
fittle to obstruct the executiaf of his plans,  Ohs the fiest aotice that Chia-
gaing wis abandoned by Chenguz, Tie left Mpnchialioo, and, at the head
of 4000 men, ook pﬂﬁgmiﬂn.of the evacumed fortress: the partizans of
Menderagee profess, that i was not his intention to procesd farther, but
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to i he duty of 2 good subject, by preserving tho fort or his legal sove-
reign s and add, a deputation from the principal personages in Avu,
intreating him fo come imd assome the murg-m.-mnmu which
Momiess was lound uowaithy to hold, dlooe:induced him to take the sub-
sequent wteps,  In complianee witly ihis real or pretended solicitation, he
crossed the Trrawnddy, and seized an the ensiEns uf‘i:n?uhlamhuﬁly.
Momien was of cotirse made prisoucr. mpmﬂim.:nﬂhuplmmtﬂl
however, didd not satiely the wsurper; withoul sssigning any cuuse, or
graniing even the form of trisl, the unfortunate nephew was, by his-uncle’s
arders, conveyed o (he viver, and tiere plinged thto (ke stream, betwean
1Wo jurs, cmﬁmmlﬁruxduﬂarmnmmle ul‘mmgtnnmhmnl‘ the
roval Bumily. ‘s

The mgnal'Mmmn.ﬁmthﬂdaltoﬁlm accession to that of his death,
mclided onily eleven duys. These events lmppenediin the Birmun year
11447 Thepresent King was then foriythvee years of age; he had iwo
sons-already grown up to man's state, and a-third by u difterent mothen,
vet aninfant. Mindemges Praw liaviog now pist the impeiious scxon
of-youth, seended (hie tywone with all tie wdvantages derivable from
experietor and example:

The intoxication that so Fequantly attendson sithlor presperity, seeins
not 1o kave affectel e new menavedis he did 1ot [orgel or prove un.
gratehil o those whose hd&ﬁl}'stmeﬂ him i hue days of danger, and
afterwards raised him w0 the summit of his wishes- Although he olisine
the scepire by an act of agevavited mirder, yet, aller lsg hecamu securely
scited, he punished witl moderstipn, and rowanded wiih liberalicy .
wisely ntcﬂﬂhtg clemency to the servanis of Liis predtttmn- Mishia-sesl

* Anno Damnni, 1782
0
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sou-r3, who liad been dismissed and exiled by Ohenguza, was vecalled,
and placed at the head of the King's private council.  The chief Woon-
gex," who pessessed pawer in the:reign of Alompra, and had proved under
every change a fithful sovant to the crown, was contimsed i office. The
person who srrested Momien, and superimendeéd bis excoutivn, became
principal Maywoon + of the eity.  The present Viceroy 1 of Pegue, then
a very young man, had the district and town of Meedec conferred on
him by 3 royal grant, 48  return for the attachment his fther had mai.
fested towrds the King, when suffering under the jealousy of Chenguza;
deriving also e additional cliam; fmm the: crcumstance of the King's
honorary title of Teckein, or prince.  Many others lkewise tasted of the
imperial bounty; und whilst obnoxious persons received the benefit of an
act of oblivion, denuncintions of rigour were proclaimed against such as
should in fiuture act contumaciously, or dare to disturh the public repose.
focs ar rival competitors: the wild manise, or fnatical enthusiast, ofien
uader the influence of frenzy, direcis the poignard to the breasts ol mo-
narchs. The Birman King had but-a short time enjoyed the crown, when
lie bad neirly besn deprived both of his life and diadem, by a pesson of

* Wiun ving Miszs. This nobleman sill presides in the zsemibly of Weans: and fIthovgh,
from years, become fncapable of clom atreation to Business; is held in high respect for his

t There are four i[rrym n:ll of whom superintends the jusisdiction of & quarter of
the eity ; they rpresent thie king I their 1éspective courts; thedr decislons, in caphial casex,
aie reviled by he Wions i the Lotps, and afierwisls firally determiined by the king hiniself,

 Thit penonage is commonly called Meedee Teckein, or Pritice of Meodes ; spelt by
Mr. Woed, Meesyday, :
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this description. Magoung, 3 low borm mian, uncostiected, and it I sald
without the privacy of any person of condition, who hud always Leen
remarkable for the regularity of his actious, and & Woomy cast of thought;
I influence énough to form & confederacy of 100 men, 3 visioary and
desperate as himsell, mmww’mﬂmmw
to each other by an oath: their object mhhhrmy the: life of the
king ;- but to answer what end, or whom they designed to elevate, is not
morning, made an attick on the palace.  The customary miued aver tlie
king's dwelling consists of 700 men, who m:ﬂﬂ'-kp?ahtd., and kept
alert on duty.  Nutwithstanding this, the attempt had nearly succeeded =
bearing down the centinels, they penetrated into the interior court, and
the king escaped; from the casual vireumstasice of being in the rmnge of
apartmenis’ belonging to the womes, which he was Jeast accustomed to
frequent.  Hiv guards, who at first shrunk fom the fury of the onser,
quickly rallied; their covrage and mtimbers overpowered the assacsing;
mlﬁmnﬂhﬂh&uw&mmﬂmﬁiﬁhhmhd
much af ﬂhw:_upmlilipp'thu so stronyly tinetures every form of religion in
the East. The gloomy Tstamite,* and tranguil Hindooj» are alike bigotted

* The Mussulman 20d Hindoo, though equaily bigosted, yor, in. their docteinal vents, aro
curiously cintrasted. The Kotxn enjoius thedisciples of Mshommed 1o mske prowelyics of
the whole wrsld, by the edgs of the swend; 1be Shastey proscribes (e whole workd, and
dentes the cond of Hindoslem to sil mmnkised,  The Mussilmen, 700 yezrs am), cot e timats
of the Hindoos, becquse they refised to b cirmcumcized ; the Taldfane neves lnvise any san
10 sbjure his faith.
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to their Faith, smd susceptible of the prejudices whicl ignorpnee und priest-
eraft jpedleate into minds woinswucted  in the benign and enlightened
doctrinies of Christianity, During his days of leisare, the king hud directed
much of his. attention tg astronomital studies; and becume o thorough
bellever in judicial astrology = Bramius, who though inferior ju sanctity to
the Rhulsans, are nevertheless held in high respect by the Birmans, hud
for uges been accustomed (o migrate from Cassay and: Avvacun, to Ava,
where they always met with = Rvourable reception, and, on' account of
their superior koowledge, were appointed professors of science. A college
wis cstablished, and centain fands appropriated for its support these
dactors composed almanics, caleulated exlipees, and prcnﬂtmml, frops their
intercourse with the planets, the propitlous or adverse sessun; 10 attempl
any momentous undertaking, Minderagee Praw had carly accustomed
himself to reverence this secty he received from them fastmctions is Lis
Eivourite study, and listened 1o their predictions with impliciy evedulity,
Long before his elevation they lud foretold the furiune that awaited, him,
and the accomplishment of their prediction, confirmed Braminical iatli-
énce: he appointed ¥ certain number to be his private chaplains, who, on
couri glays, arrayed in white robes, und sianding ronnd the throne; chant
a solemn benediction in melodious recitative.  This ceremony is per-
formed s soon a5 (e king ascends the imperial seat, and belore the som-
mencement of prtzl.'lbt business.  Prompied pastly by the persuasions of
his Tnspired connsellors, and partly by that desire of change which Birman
Mormrchs supersiitiously emtertai, Minderagee resolved to withdrw the
seat of govermment froin Awa Haung” G found 3 new ity The site
fixed on lor the projectal settlement wag judicious : about four miles
* Antient Avs.
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north-cast of Ava, there is a deep and extensive lake ealled Toynsemann,
formed by the inflisy ol the river d.unng the moosoon, through a narow
chanpel, which afterwards expands and displags 2 body of waler a mile
and @ hall broad, and seven or cight miles lang, This lake I_imuﬁ,g_,_;
northerly direction, nearly pﬁﬂuﬂ with the river; llaﬁm'lnn‘h curves Lo
the soutli-cast, i a lessening sheet, and diminishes to 4 morass, Favaur-
4ble for the cylture of rice. Wihen filled by the periodical rainy, the Jake,
witl the river on one side, iniclases 2 dry and liealthy peninsuls, on which
Ummerapoora, the same given to the pew Lity, now saands.  Buildings in
e Dirman country are composed for the most patt of wood, aud water
carriage being here canvenical, the ald tawn was speedily demalisted, and
the: present eapingd 10se from its nusterials ; whilse such was the assiduity
astd in removsl, tie Ummerapoora became in a:short lime one of the
most Aourishing and well built cities of the East; the ort, likewise, which
is spacious and regular, s completely fortified after the Asiutic:manger.
A lofty raiupart, prodected by 3 parapet; and strengthened by bastions
composed of excllent masonry, is further secured by st deep and brosd
ditch, faced with brick, and flled with water:. the gateways are guarded
by cannon, wnd retrenchments defend 1he passes of I.hﬁ ditch. .

The Rrét yeat of the reign of Minderagee, was distinguished by the
attempt of another petty insurgent, who meditated nothing fess than the
ovesthrow of the Birman, and the ve-estililishent of the Talien monarchy.
A fanutic Gsherman of Rangoon, named Nawchien, a man of mean exfrac-
on, svailed imsell of a prophecy circulated among the vulgan, tiat
petsan of lis profission was to prove the instrument of deliverance-wo the
Pegue people; and on the faith of tliis prediction, he induced several
Peguers, who lived i the ﬂist_trict of Dalla, to enter into his designs, and
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eagage in bis sopport, These desperadoes made an attack upen thio
municipal officers; when assembled in the Rhoom, or public ball of jus-
tice, several of whom they put to the sword 3 but by the spirited exertions
of the Maywoen, the rebellion was crashed before it reached 1o a height
that could endanger the state. Tranguillity and onder were speedily
resigred. Omn this cecasion, upwards of 500 Peguers suffered death by
the exccutioner; which impressed such a lasting terror on the minds of
others, that no stiempt has since been made by the Peguers, to cast off
the Birman yoke.

The new monarch, more ambitious thay his nephew, nat content with
the widely extended dominions which he possessed, mditated yet further
acquisitious, in-a quarter hitherto untried by any descendant of Alompys.
Conquest had already been strelched southwand s far us Mergui, on the
coast of Tenasserem, comprehending Tavoy, aud the severl ports on the
western share of the peninsuly. Complete subjugation of the Cassayers
was scarcely to be expected, 35 from thicir hills anlfnmmulhq: could
incessantly harmiss the invaders, and render the country an wmproductive
waste,  Zemee, Sandapoora,® avd mavy districis of the Yosdra Shaan o
the eastward, were tributary snd governed by Ghobwas, who annually
paid homage 1o the Bitman King.  The provinee of Bamwo, the fort of
Quantong, and several plices of less note, had been taken from (e Chi-
nese, as fav us te woody mountuins that divide Ahe soutlewest ol Ma-
chegee, or Yunan, from the kingdom of Ava. West of Ansupectonmion
lqrcuuﬂry the lestility of whose soil, and its qmu.li.ll for commerce,
altracied ﬂnmoflheﬁumwﬂ:. wiﬂlﬂﬂtimhnciﬂ:gdm
government invited to an easy conquest:  The distance from ilie town of

‘*Th'ﬁmqum
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Sernbeu-Ghewn, on (lie west bank of the river Irmwaddy, (o Mermng
Chickien, a1 the eastarn foot of the hills, does not exXceed forty-five miles;
thence the distance over the mounting to Tellukee, on the opposite side, is

enterprizing people might, with a small force, defend (e passes aguinst sny
sunibers:  The Birman King, bowever, was too well acquaioied with the
supineness of Mahisimdat Raju of Arracan; indl the umwarlike dispo-
siticn of bis subjects, to dread any vigorous oppositios ; he determined Lo
invade the country, with a view to wrest it from ifs ancient rulers, and
render it an appendage 0 the Birman crown.

The m:mlgammm ‘of Arracan, nmnhng to the most autlentic
wrilees, had pever been so completely conquered 25 1o scknewledge im-
plicit vassalage to a foreign power: il.dp:nwud. iin the two fast cen-
turics, the usial convitlions to which sl states;ond those of the eastern
world i particuldr, are Hable The Moguls on the west, ¢ and ‘the
Peguers on the cust, had; st different periods, carried their arms into the
heart of the country. The Portigguese §'sometimes o4 allis, at others
25 open enetits, gained an extablishment in Armacan, which decayed only

* Since the final conquest of Arracan, the rasd from Sembets-Ghewn to Tellakec has boea

consilerably improvel; i is neversheless il 3 Isborious jouracy, owiag to the ruggednzss
o the Wy, and the steep mountaing ﬂ':r'l‘lﬂth lh:rrn:!lﬂ nmﬂptﬂ.

4 Mahasmda 75 1he Shanscsit title given t0 & bang line-of Kings of Armean.  Eastzrs: Lings,
whilet living, are vanaily denortinsted by theis tides, of which they, have nrany “

+ Tha unfortunste Suhiax Sujah, brother sa Auirangzshe, weas, by the king of this countzge
brasely betrsyed asl pias o deathy for the sake of his pzdsie. Se¢e Dow's Hindestan,

§ Furia (e Stwrsa, et the Portugucss conguests in Asx, _

m&mmnmm.mmwmﬂms;m'm
aster of the idand of Cheduba, o Suiliva, which he maiatsined for dome time, 24 &3
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with the general ruin of their interests in Asia. Arracan, however, though
‘ofton exhausied; was never whelly consumed ; it ulways rose from its own
ashés, 2 free and independent-nation. '

The natives of Arracan proper, call their country Vee-Kein; the Hin-
does J:w,' Rossaun: the lutter, who huva settled in great mumbers
in Arvcan, are desominated, by the origing inhabitants, Kulsw Yee

Kein, ‘or unnaturalized Arrucaners; the Moguls knosy it by the Persian
aame of Rechan.  Mogo s & term of religions: import, and hlgh sanctily,
‘applicd to the priesthood, and the king ;- whence the inhabitants are often
called by Europeans, Mughs: such 2 number of epithets used indlsctimi-
nately; miust prove embarmassing o the reader of the few skewches that
bave been given of this country.  Arracin, or Yee:Kein, stretches south.
south-east from the river Naff, the boundary that divides it from the ter=
ritorics of the India Gﬂmpi:l'lﬁfﬁl lar-as Cape Negrais, where the ancient
Peguy empire commenced.  The Tange of :hﬂ':.'.-mnu:ut:inﬂ already men-
tioned, undey the hame of Anoupéctoumive, nestly encircles it.  Frifa
the quarier of Hassien and Negrais: Acracan edn be ivaded only by
waler, thraugh the mimy tivers that intersect the country adjncent 1o the
sea. Trom the side of CGlittagong, entrance inte Arntcan must be
effested by, » march along the sea beach, which iy intermupted by sevesal
channels, that chisfly owe their waters 10 the action of the tide;  Arra-
can thus displays a greas space of coast, very disproportionate {0 its
internal extension, A few milles below Tellukes, at the westerny foot, the
viver, till then o streamlet that fises in the hills; becdmes navigable from
the influx of the sex; in Gwo Lides 4 boat reaches the fort of Arracun.

ndepeident griacipality 5 his eies wak owing to » serbes of heinous crimés, and his rapid St
ks to b ascribed o 1he wimtn source.  Faria,
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From the fort to the sea, the river expands into a noble shest of waler,
well ddapted for trade, and the reception of shipping. Cheduba and Ram-
ree, called by the Birmans Magou Kionn, and Yamgee Kioun," 210 extensive
and highly cultiyited islunds, whick, with Arracan abd Sandowy, form four
distinct provinces, and comprehend the whole of the Arracan empire.

The wade of Arracan was never very considerable; it is confined to
salt; bees’ wax, ebephants’ teeth, and rice. This latter antitle is produced
in sich abundunce, that it might be improved, by propes policy, into a
fucrative branch of commerce; the sail is luxnriznt znd woll watered, and
the contiguous islands are uncommenly fruithul. Possessian of Arracan
and these slands, became 2 5till more desmhhmm&immﬂm
as alfording protection to their buats, which, mavigaling in the north-west
monsoon through the channel and along the coast, muke an annual voyage
from Bassicn, Rangoan, 4nd Martaban, t6 Qlitagong and Calcutts, where
thcydupmui‘:hnpruluwofmmmnnms,mtliu return bring back
clisth, and commodities of India. -

“The invasion of Arracan being finally determined on, the Enigee Tekien,
or prince royal, with his brothers, the princes of Prame, Tonglo, and
Pagahm, in'the Birman year 1145 ¢ (corresponding 101755 of the Chris-
lian &a), in the month Touzelien, left the imperial city, and crossed to
Chagaing, now become 3 phice of religious resort lrom the number of
Praws, or temples erected in itsneighbourhood ; a5 well us for being the
principal manulactory of idols, whieh, hewn out of an sdjacent quarry?

»

® These are the nulgar azmes, they Jave als 5'";“‘“?”’“‘“‘"

tm&mﬂup.ﬂqﬂhww.”cmmqpmmﬁﬁm
m srating the two eras,

$ The quarsy is 92 Meengoung, M'Wﬂfﬂ.ﬁlﬂ distant.

P
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of fine alabaster, are sculptured here, and afterwards transported o the
remotest corners of the empire. At this city, they passed three days in the
performance of religious ceremonies; proceeding thence to Pagahm,” in
past ages the residence of a long dynasty of kings, and still famed for its
numerous templés, they renewed the pious rites; after which they pur-
sued their journey 1o Kamu, whence 5000 men, under the Princes of
Tongho and Pagahm, were detached with orders to debark at Maoung
(formexly Loonzay), and invade Armcan; by penetrating through the
passes of the mountains. When the Engee Teekien and the Prince of
Prome reached the city of Prome, the Serec of Shegoo wis ordered (o
fall down the Irrawaddy with s strong Heet of boats; and enter Arracan
by the creeks and channels of the Bassien river. The elder princes. re-
mained at Prome five days, and then crossed o Podang on the opposite
bank, three miles lower down; hiere they halted filtean days, in ovder to
give the other detachments, whose routes were more circoitous, time to

At the expiration of the period that was judged necessary for the co-
operation of the différent detachments, the Engee Teckien ordered the
Prince of Prome, at the head of 7000 men, to advance, and atiempt the
defiles of the hills leading from Podang, whilst he conducted, in person,
the main army, keeping three days march in the rear of the frant division.

rwwm:dq«mmm magnificeoce and extent ; the writer of this

mmdhih%wﬂfﬁpt, mﬂmﬂﬁmﬂﬂpﬂwhh-
decayed and &wgtmﬂ;hﬁfﬂpwﬂhmﬂ: they had from the sumrmis g view of
raing, shickly seatrercd ovar ﬁuﬁl’n of the country, 2o far a4 the eye could reach, The
Viceray remurked,; that 1o count the number of décayed tomples on the plain before us, was
amang the proverbial impossbilities of the Bismane,
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Two genorals of reputation accompanied the Engee Teekien, Kicumes
Mutoung, and Nunds Siekyan: the detachment sent by water, Amder the
Sérec, Wi“m hefore those that went h]l‘ dand condd arvive.
This officer met with fio obstaclé until ke reached the frontiors of Arracany
where, hearing that the prince of the country wis preparing to attack
himy, he judged it most prudent to hult, and wait the approach of his
fricnds, fn order 10 prevent the Arracaners from concentrating their force
againsi his party.

The way pursued by the junior princes,* was yet more difficult and

Jistant than that by which the prince royal proceeded; probably they were:

sent enly to make a divarsion, arid distract the sttention of the encmy.
Afier o troublesome ntarch of three wesks, the Prince of Prome, with the
advanced guard of the main army, reached Loungyats two days. journsy
o the fort of Arvacan, where, lesrning thiesituation of the Serea, ho sent
a body of 1000 men, under an Ackawoon, to his ussistance.

Impaient of deliy, and probably desirous of seizing the pmm- Gppor-
tunity to distinguish himself, the Prince of Prome resolved to assault the
fort. belore his brother shold arvives with this intent he wrote:to the
Seree, ordering him to advance next day with the flect, pramising to co-
operate and support him. Lo complionce with the Prince’s ‘commands;
the Seree puil his srmament in motiow; she King of Amacan had by this
time esllected a fieet of boats, which surpassed, in size; those of the Bir-
mans, slihough they were inferior i point of numbers. An action took

" N .

‘mmmﬂmﬁmmmnmwmﬂﬁm of (he wrmles
was ftruseed 10 oihers, It | costomary thing for Eastera fiiaces 10 vead diels sins jaw
1he field, at @ very tandsr sge. J

+ The distance is estinmated at coc bundied 30 twenty mile.

w
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phice about two miles from the fort, which termimated decidedly in favour
of the Birmans. Thr.-ﬁrnlun vessels were for the most part destroyed ;
those that escaped, spud consternation around : the approach of the Pririce.
of Prome’s army, completed the terror of the Irighted inhabitants,  Maha-
sumda, in despair, collected his most valuable effects, which he put on
board boats, and then embarked himsell, accompanied by twenty females
of s palace, and-thirty attendunts, chiefly relations. Tlis party directed
their course to an iskind called Kiounchoppa; but the Prinee of Prome,
receiving early intelligence of their fligh, ordered a detachment of 500
men, in lighl hoats; to pursue the fugitives. The Binnams overtook them
within one mile of the iskind, where Mahssumda being made prisoner,
wgethes with all his retinue, wos condueted back a captive 0 his own
capital.

‘When the Engee Teckiermresched Ldungyat, he was apprized of the
success of his brother:  The town and fort of Arracan fell afier a fafnt
r:munne the booty found is said to have been very considerable, but on.
nothing was 3 higher value placed than onan image of Gaudma (the Gou-
tera® of the Hindoos), made of brass, and bighly bumnished.  The figure is
about ten feet high, in the customary sitting posture, withthe legs crossed
and inverted; the lefi hand resting on the lap, and the right pendant.
fram life, and is-so highly venerated, thut pilgrims have for centuries been
accustomed to come from the remolest countries, where the supremacy of
Gaudima is acknowledged, (o pay their devotions at/the'Teet of His brazen
representative.  There were also five images of Rakuss, the demon of the
Hindoos, of the same metal and of gigantic stature; these were accounted

* Goutetna is 3 name for Boodh, or Budbeo.
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of value, being guardians to the sanctary of the idol. A singular piece®
of ordrance was also found, of mmmmn!wmbwmpmuﬂ of huge
bags of iron beaten into form : thnpan:hﬂmmmmnﬂthhty
feet in length, two feet and a half in diameter at the mouth, and en.
inches in (he calibre; it was traosported to Ummerspoory by water, snd
deposited in the yard of the royal palace, where it is now preserved as.2
milltary trophy: itis mounted on a low carriage supported by six-whels,
and is covered from the weather by wooden pent-house, Gaudma and
his jnfernal gimrds were, in like' manner, conveyed by water to the capital,
with much pomp and superstitious parade.

The surrender of Chednba, Ramree, and the Broken lsles, followed the
conquest af Arracan: many of the Mughs,+ arsubjects of the Great Mogo,
proferred fight 1o servitude, taking refuge m the Dumbuck hills; on the
bardess of the province of Chittfang, and in the deep forestsand jungles'
¢t skirt the frontier: where they formed themselves into independent
tribes of robbers, that have since ereated nfinite vexation to the Birmans,
and 1o (his duy commit merciless depredations on the persons and property
of their conquerors: Thany have settled in the districts of Daces and Chit-
tagang, under the protection af the British flag, whilst others accepted the
oath of allegiance, and bowed thieir necks to stayery, ratber tun abandon
their country, and their household gods. &

The Princes of Tongho and Pagahm aum-m-am until the

* The writer of this memoir, :&ummmw mipau&.agmmu
eatraordinery ;mam.mmmuw te the Arracan Goudma.
4 The ancient inhabitants of Afrasan dre 30 calied, from being subjects of the Great Mogo,
+ The sectaries of Budhoo are much atiachied ta thicie Lases, or damestic gods. A Birman
Eamily is peves without an idof in seme comer of the house, made of wood, alabastury o silves.
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business was decided althongh they bore no share in the conquest; they
secured a proportion of the booty® the followers of the Tonghe Prince, in
particular, are said to have canmitted the most wanton excesses on ithe
unhappy natives of the country through wlich they passed.

‘The arrangements attending their conquest, occupied the princes: for
some time.  Arracan, with its dependenties; was constituted @ provincs of
the Birmin empire, ‘and a Maywoon, or Viceroy, appointed (o govesn it.
A men named Sholamboo, was first invested with that office, and one
thousand Birman soldiers were left to garrison the fort ; small parties were
likewise distributed in the different (owns, and many Birmans, who had
obtained grants of lands, came with their fumilies ‘and settled in the
counlry, thereby m:rm'mg the security of the state. These matters being
adjusted, “the princes retumed to the Irrawaddy by the same route they
had advanced, and embarked at Podang, carrying with them Muhusumda
and ! his Emily. This unfortunate monarch was treated @t Ummerapolira
with much respect; he was uﬂnm;,d a suitable dw:l[in_g and establishment,
which he did not long enjoy; before the first year of his captivity hud
eliipsed, he died 1 vatural deatli after his decease his eelations were suf
fered ta sink into obseurity and want, The reduction of Arracan was com-=-
pleted in the short space of ‘a few months.

The mare recent actions of the reign of the présent emperor+ may with
greater propriety be n;mmamnu.ﬂly recounted st some futore period; a

tnemcir wag 31 the Birman capital.
+ Bes, or emperar, is 8 title which ﬁemﬂqdi&ﬁﬁaﬁhm; the sove-

seign of Chits is cilled Oudes Bow, or Emperar of Oudes, ar Chiss.



EMBASEY TO AVA, 111

briel recital of the principal cvents, and 2 mmﬁn- of the existing
state of the empire, with o mﬂectmmwhmhau:hlruwmtunlly
suggests, will enable the reader to form an-adequate n;nhm of the poli-
tical lmpnmnn:o{tltmﬁmm:tlmlnmtmtdoﬂ and will close the
siibject of the present Chaples,

The valuable acquisition of Arracan, did oot satisfy the st of con-
quest that inflamed the emperor ¢ he tumied liis eyes towards the castern
peninsula, where the rival staic of Stam was recovering its former vigours,
alter enjoying a long respite from hostility 4

The success of the Birman amms over the Siumese, conducted by
King Shembuan, has already been recounted. Although the Bimans.
could not retsin possession of the inlind parts of Siam, they nevertheless
preserved dominion qver ihe sea coasts all the ports on the westérm shore.
of the Peninsuls, s far as Mergull in nond lat 127 20', coutinued subject.
to them. The island ol Junkseylon was the culy addition wanting to give
them thie entire dominion of the western coast, as far as the territories of
the Malay Prince of Queedah by obtaining this island, the Birmans would:
monopolize the commerce of ihe Peninsulia, and prevent the Siamese from
commiunication with Indta by any other channel than that of the Gulf of.
Siam. The trade of Junkseylon is considerable: i ivary and tin: it
stretches nearly vorth and mh_,-abml fifty or sixty miles: the centre of
the island s situated in eight degrees north; it ls likewise said to be de-
sirable from the blessings of 3 luxuriant soil, and o mild climate. To effect
this object, eleven ships of burthen were fitted vut at Rangoon, destined
to convey troops and waslike stores: the Birmans, though expert ship-
wrights, are indifferent scamen, and altogether ignorant of the science of
navigation: the presem Shawbunder of Rangoon, descended of u Portugueze
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family, was 2ppointéd to conduct the flect. The different vessels were com-
manded by persons of a like description, who had been bred up ufder the
Birman government, and held petty offites in the maritime ports; they,
howeyer, were considered in a light litde superior to pilots, being uader
the chieck andmulml of the commander of the land forces on board : this
fleet reached Mergui i the month of Jamuary, 1785
In support of the troops and squadron sent by sea, a detachmient of 5000
men marched in the month of November from Rangoon; this body did
not reach Mergui Bntil the 18th of February: on the 7th of March fol.
lowing, the feet weighed anchor, and the forces by land made in a cor-
respondent movement,  The arm of the sea that divides Junkseylon from the
main, is in m;'pi;':q:;_ very marow; the Hirmans immediately on their
arrival, attacked (he fort, which is situated on the egst side of the island,
and were successful, notwithstanding a spirited resistance made by Prawse-
long, the Siamese govemaor, who alterwurds withdrew from the lort into
the intesior of the island. The Birmans found here a valuuble booty,
‘which they embarked on bourd a wessel captured i the harbour, belong-
ing to a Mussulman merchant of Masulipatam; but the ship never
reachied her destined port: meeting with a gale of wind in the Hay of
Martaban, she loundered at sea, and every soul perished. The wiumph of
the Birmans was of short durstion; the Siamese governor mllied his forces,
and having procured an addition to his strength, became in his turn the
miM.WMm@udcﬁﬁ,&umw'lhmgmmmmmm
their shipping, which they did not accomplishawithout a heavy loss: ap-
prehensive of yet greater disasters, they returned to Mergui, whence the
fect sailed for Rangoon, and the troops marched to Martaban, with intent
to canton during the rainy season.
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The Birman monarch, whose jride was deeply mortified at the ill Gr-
wme of hisarms ar Junkseylon, resolved w repair ithe disgrace, and invade
Siam with such a-force a8 he comceived would be irresistible; and farther,
to insire success, anvounced his intentian 1o lead thie toops i person.
He accordingly lefi Ummerspoor a1 the head of 30,000 men, with a train
of twenty eld piccm;-mld lakiﬂg.‘du-mme aof Tﬂtghﬂ;"rmm
in the spring of the year 1786+ 4 detchiment was likewise sent o in:
vale' sonthy Siam. and another erdeted to penetrate on the southern
quarter fiom Tavoy. A feet wus also equipped, consisting of sixteen
ships, mostly belonging 1o traders, which were either hired of the owners,
or impressed for the accasion: this armument blocked s the Trbour of
Jubtkseylon.  Such vigorous prepamtions inspired the Birmans with san-
suine hopes: 1o smuch confidence; bowever; vftén betrays into error. The:
Emperor, nlnmdy mics]nﬁng: victary, mardhed from Mazstaban, xnd Itll:l
scarcely entered the Sikmede territories, when Iie was epposed by Pietitks
sitiz, e King of Siam, with o powerlul army; a furious angagement
ensuel, it which the Binnans were completely routed, and’ their useles
canmon® taken by the enegmy. Fhe Emporor himsell, ’H'hl‘iﬂ:l'lﬂl'l? escaped
being made prisones, remrmed o' liis capital witly precipitation : the-fugi-
Gives found protection i Marmban ; and the other detachments hicaring of
thie misfortuse of the main body, likewise retrexted, “Fhe séason for feld
oparations being fir sdvanced, ltuwl:ﬁn were 1 spmelime wqamdul on
btsth sides.

1o the commencement of the ensuing yoar, the Siamese, i comviderable
furce, Inid lmgc: In‘*f‘.rruf; Tt after a long uimgk*mm enmipelled to

¢ Many well informed men smong the Birmane, ascride thele defeas 1o the m
" of theip canno, whick wers ol ship guns mownted un low sarriages,

Q
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ctveat anid abinidon the enterprize. The place was defended by Maha-
see-so0-Tw, who it the month of April, 1788, was promoted to the May-
woohship, or Viceroyalty of Martuban, which comprehends within ils
jurisdiction, Tavoy, Mérgui, and all the Birman possessions to the south-
ward, Favoy Ieing # place of great imporiance, was left with a strong
garrisany, 10 the care of an officer pamed Numespeou, by some- cilled
Miupeou, a man of Jow extraction, whose father had ‘oviginally been 2
merchant of small ware between China aod -Avit, and haying amussed
roricy, vbtained influence by a judicious application of his wealth. Fos
ome tinie: Miapeon conduéted himsell with fidelity in his command; but
o the decease of Mitha-see-s00-13y in the year 1790, being disappointed
of the Viceroyalty of Martaban, which was given to un officer named
Meen:la-ze-zo, I entered into an intrigue with the Siamese, and agreed
15 deliver up the fort o them, on certain stipulitions for himsell and his
adberentss the compact being -conchided, possession Was given 1o the
enziny, wlo stationed « strong FATTIsON in i, and asa lunher protecion,
encamped @ body of trogps i ity neighbourhood..

Early in the year 1791, Sombee Meengee und ;\unwonu:&l;m, officers
of high digtinction, were-ordered 10 p;weﬂ from Ummerapoova by land
aguinst the rebel: a fieet of sixty boats sailed abour the same time [rora
Eﬂr@mﬂ,ﬂhmh were speedily 10 be followed by three ships, then fitsing
gut at the same port,  The boats baving arrived before the ships could
reach their destimations; injudicinusly entered the river of Tavoy, and began
an attack @i Uie subiirhy Bordering on the banks: Mispeon, with -WT
of rebel Bifmans and a detachmiént of Siamese, opposcd (hem, and ‘in
Tight ywar-boats soon got the Letter ol the upwicldy jlmks that bad crossed
e bay, Many of the Birmun vessels were destroyed, and.those. that
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escaped took refuge inn Mergui, where soon afler this dissater, the ships
also arrived. |

The army from Ummerapoors baving reathed Martabian, lalied there
during the rainy monsootr.  Early iu the seassn [or action, the Engee Truw,
ot Prince royal, left the capital and cume down o Rangoon, Wringing with
lim a considerable accession to the southern force ; the Asssy Woongee,
and soveral officers of distinguished mank; attended in Lis suite. By the
time he had reached Rangood, the frst division, under Sombes Meengee
and Auawoon Mein, had procecded ageinst Tavoy; the priuce halied
at Rangoon, but sent forward the greatest part of his troops to: support
the advanced army: the shiips also that had put ints Mergud, again sailed
for Tavoy. O the arvival ol thie arimy and abipping, an mgagenmu tank
place between the Strmese and Rirmans; parily on Jand, and partly at the
mouth of the river, tho Siamese disputing the entrance in ther war-boats;
in this comtest the Siamese were wotsted, and driven with great sliughter
iiito e lort) which the Rirmans immediutely invested; and having en-
trenched and stockaded themselves, commenced: a-formal, blnckade.. No
supplies coglg now each. the besieged®whiilst the Birmaus, though the
adjacent country Was unjrodictivg, being ‘masters of the sea; procured
subisidtence From Arracan and Rangoon, which the provincial efficers of
those copntries leansported to the avmy, in whatever ships ey conld sy
their lands on, pressmguuhaﬁuﬂinmd}' the vessels® of all q;ﬂnus.' thian

.*.A.-mmgu these weere several thips belonging to English traders, the commuanders of which
forwiindel 3 remenstrance to Lod Corawaifis, snd the Suprome Cammei, complainiz of the'
cutrage.  Itds petenally mppmﬂl.ihu the Birman kmgurd:ml {ibcra) remeration to be
made to those whese dhijn wers pressed, but thut the proviocial ufficers fraudulenily with-

beld his bounty.
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rotreat-and abandon the enterprize. Thv.- plint-wa‘idwﬁuduﬁ by Maha-
se-S00-ra, who in the month of April, 1788, was promoted Lo the May-
woonship, or Viceroyalty of Martaban, which comprehends within its
jurisdiction, Tavoy, Mergyi, and all the Birman possessions to the south-
ward, Tavoy being a place of greal Imparance, was left with a strong
gurvison, L the care: of an’ officer named Numeapeow, by some called
Miapeon, a man of low extraction, whose Father had originally been a
erchunt of small Wase between Glii and Ava, and having amassed
monoy, obtained infuence by & judicious application of his wealth. For
some timu Miapeots conducied lyignsell with fidelity in his command; but
on the decease of Mahassee-soo-ra; in the year 1790, being disappointed
of thia Viceroyalty of Mavtsban, which was given to an officer mamed
Meen-la-ze-z0, he etlesed into an intrigue with the Siamese, and agreed
(6 deliver up the furt to them, on certain stipilations. for himsell aod his
adlisrentss the compict being couclisded, possession was given 1o the
enemy, who stationed 4 strong girrison it i, and as-a further protection,
encamped 4 body of wroops is Ity neighbaurhiood.

Early in the year 17815 Sombee Meengee and Attawoon Micn, officers
of hich distinction, were ordered to proceed from Ummerapoara by fand
nga.imt'thc-ubgl._: a flee of sixty bouts sailed abont the same time from
Runyoon, which were speedily 1o be followsd by thres ships, then fitiing
out at the same port, The boats having arrived before the ships could
rench their destination, wjudiciously entered the river of Tavoy, and began
an attack on the suburhis bordering on the banks. Miapeou, with party
of vebel Rirmums and a detuckiment of Siamese, opposed them, and io
Tight wat-beats soon wot. thie-better of the unwicldy junks that had. crossed
she bay: Muny ol the Birman vessals were destroyed, and those that
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escaped took refige in Mergui, where soon aller thix disaster. the ships
The:army from Ummerapoori kaving reached Martaban, halted thers
during the rainy motpon. Early in the season for action, the Engee Praw,
ar Prince royal, left the capital and came down o Rangoon, bringing with
lim a considurable accession to the-smithern force ; the Assay Woongee,
and several officers of distinguished vank, atiended in lis suite. By the
time he had resched Rangoon, thic Brst division, under Sombee Mesnzee
and Attawoon Mein, had proceeded aguinst Tavoy; the prince halted
at Rangoon, but sent forward the gtﬂtﬁl.pﬂl‘l of his tmaps to support
the advanced army e ships also that ad put inte Mergui, again;sailed
for Tavoy. Ou'the drrival of the sy and shipping, an engagement took
place between ihe Stamese and Birmans, purtly on land, and partly at the
mouth of the tiver, the Stamese disputing the entranée in their war-bouts;
i) this contest (e Siamese were worated, and driven with great slaughier
imo the fort, which the Birmans immediutely invested; and having en-
wenched nnd stockaded themselves, commenced a foraial, Wockide.  No
suppics coyd o reachthe besicgedfwhilst the Binmass, though the
adjicint country was unproductivg, being masters: of thi sew, procured
sulbgistence from Ayracan and Rungoon, which the provincidl alficers of
those couniries Hﬂﬁpﬁlbﬂ to the amy, in whatever .‘.hl‘p!i ﬂ!c:',l conld lny
their hands on, pressing indiscriminately the vessels® of all nations; that

* Amongst these were severs] ships belonging 10 Engfish smlen, the cammundess of which
forwetded a remonsrance to Lord Comwallis, wnd the Supreme Cauncll, com gﬂflllﬂ
citriee. 1114 geneeally supposed, that the Birman King ontred liberal menunetstion to bo
rhite o hose whose: ships weee gressed; but thar the provincial officers: fawdaleraty it
held his beanty,
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happenee 10 be in their ports.  The seige was thus protracied for some
months, and the pliace at kst fell by treachery, The Rirmans, who under
Mizpeon had originally been instrumental to putting the fort in posses-
dotr of e Siamese, became discontented, probubly through want: 2
dandestine®arrespatidence commented between them and the leaders of
thee besleging army ;4 proper understanding being established, ata cun-
werted hour of e nighe, the enemy advanced to stormthie outwaorks of
the fort; when the Siamese rose to repel the assault, the Bivmans within,
whiose fclelity wis tiot-suspesied, fell wpon. the garsison; which, consisting
of 3000 gallant, soldiers, were cut to picces, cither by their prétended
allies, or avowed foes; who soon gained admission Iihmugh the means of
theix pexhidious countrymen.  Mispeou wis not found;; he bsd withdruwn
rom the ot sometime: before, und escaped into the ‘country of the Six-
mese. The Birmans thus ngain becume masters of the important fortress
of Tavoy.

ko the teean while alfsbrs st Mergui mmndhkﬂy to exhibit a different
wene from that which was passing wt Tavoy: here; the Birmans acled au the
defensive; and the Siamese wereThe assailants. A Brother of the King of
Siam lad invested thepnm 'Imhn,‘tmng force, and pressed the: megt
s clasely that the Birmuns were reduced to the utmost extremity, and
must have surrendered, but for the opportune arsival af six ships and
5000 men, detached to their aid from Tavoy;  the besiegers, dishearened
by the ppearince of these succours, relinquished the enterprise, and
retired o the interior of the country,

Subsequend to these events, 1o action of importance appeirs: to have
tuken place belween the contending powers; the year 1798 opencd with
overtures for peace on the part of the Siamese ; anegociation commenced,
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which speedily terminated in the mtification of a treaty; highly favourable
to the Rinnan intrésts, By this compact, the Stamese coded o the Bir-
mans, Lhe western maritime towns, as fir south 28 Mergui, thus yielding w
them entire. possession of the coast of Tenasserem, and the iwo important
ports of Mérgui and Tavoy § acquisitions of great mament, whell mnadm-cl
either e a political or commicecial lgle,

Indisputably pre<eminent ameng the nutions inlabiting the vast penin-
suls that separstes the gulf of Hﬂngn-l from the Clhinese sea; pnsmd of
i territory equil n extent (o the Geritn empire; blessed with o salubri-
ous climate; und 2 sofl capable of producing almost every apicle of luxusy,
convenience, and commerce, that the East can supply, Mismmn, or Bir
matly, thius lappily circumstanced, enjoyed lht]lflﬂﬂing pmsi)ctl of a Iung
exemption from the miseries of war; but unbmdlng pride, and resent-
ment unjustifiably prosecuted; nearly embroiled them in fresh woubles,
belfore they hail time (0 profit by (he advantages of peace, and ihreatened
to ruise them up s foe o mere Tormidable (an the Chinese, Armcaners,
Pegum.- Siomese, und Cussayers.

The erade of Arracan, which is chielly carried on witl the esstarn’ pores
through o inland mﬂgahuu. wWign the rivers are swollen by the rains,
Jiad SIJ.EBICII repeated lmurmptimu from ]’itﬁlllt‘-'l;l banditti, who; mfl:m:mg
the Broken Islands, among which the elannels wind, that are the sl
course of boats, not anly committed deprecutions on ‘private mevehunts,
Bt had ever the arditiess to attack Heets, laden with the royal customs:*
These roblers, when tie seasot of the year did not admit of their phun-
dering on the water; sought sdventures by land; snd, as ie Bivmans allege,
couveyedd their booty of goods und catile scross the river Naaf, into the

* Customa are uanzlly recnived in kind, vz one-tenth of the conrmedity,
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Cliittagong province, where, secure from pursuit, being then under pro-
tection of the British Hag, they diﬁpﬂiﬁd of their spolb o advantage, and
lived at case, until returning wast impelled them to renew their predatary
itroads.

The river Nusf, which bownds the British and Birman tercitories, is
situted a1 2 considerable distance from the town of Ghittagony, the seat of
pioviscidl government, and residence of the English magistrate. The banks
ol Lhis river are covered with deep jungles, inteespersed with scanty spots of
cultivation, atid a few wretched villages, where dwell the poorest cluss of
herdsmen, and the Funilies of roving Lunters, whose ocoupation it is to
cately and tame the wild elephunts, with whicl these [rests aliound, The
-asylum that such unfrequented places offered o persons concerned in o
Lawless traffic, rendered it easy to be carried on without the knowledge of
the English afficérs of justice; nor could it possibly reach the notice ol
the Supreme Board, unless & proper represetitation was niade, either by
the individuals that were aggrieved, or by the government of their country.
This, lowever, was a condescension, to which the mighty Emperor of the
Birmans, who' conceives himself superior to'every patentaic on earth,
would never stoop: To ask redress was beneath his dignity; he proceeded
by a more summary course to do himsell justice. On its baing ascer-
taited Uhat theee distinguished leaders of the robbers had sought refuge
in the British districts, his Birmun Majesty, without communicating his
intention, or in any farm demunding the fugitives, thought fit to order a
body of 5000 men, under an- officer of ranuk, to enter the Company’s ter-
ritories, with p-usuiw‘injtmct'ibns to e commander not (o rewurn, unless
he brought with him the delinquents, dead or alive; fiirther, to suppart Lhis
detucliment, an arny of 20,000 men were lield in readiess at Arracan.
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So unexpected an aggression, offered without any previous: remon-
strance, or the assignment of any plea, left 0o room for discussing the
merits of the case. The Birmans having taken upon themselves to redress.
their own grievauces, it becime necessary 1o convinge Uiem that they had
mistaken the mode; rand what they might readily procure from' English
iustice, they could never exipri. Ahrough fear: to accomplish this purpose,
a strang detachment was formed 4t the prasidency, the conduct of whick
was introsted 1o Major General Ersking; the troops procecded from Cal-
cutts to Chittagong, a hatzaiion of Ewropeins and ardilery by yater; and
the uative sepoys by land,

Seree Nunda Kiozo, the Birman, chiel, lnwl'mm the anduous sk of
ecluiming the fugitives was assigned, scted with ‘more dircumspeetion
and prudence, than the government from which he hud received his in-
structions.  Altér his axmy had erossed the river, and encamped on' the
western bank, he dictated 2 letter to the British gudge and magistrate of
ﬂhiltﬂguus, arqlmillliilg_ himn of the reasons for the wroad ; e the caption
of the delinguents wits his sole object. without barbouring uny design of
hostifities against the English. At the same time ke declared, in & style of
ol peremplory demgned. that until they wvere given up, ke would not depart
irom the Cn_mpmn,l-'h territorics ¢ i confirmation of this menace, bie forti-
fied lis camp in the Birman wamer, with a stockade; and seemed deter-
mined to resist any altempl o oblige him to relire.  These matters being
repurted to government, the Gnvmr General was pleased 1o order the
Magistrate of Chittagong to apprelicnd the qum,aml keep them in
sufe mustody, until fucther directions.

On the sppirosch of General Erskine, Seree Nunda Kivzo sent z flag of
truce, Lo propose termis of aécommoution, stipulating for the surrender of



120 EMBASSY TO AVA,

tlie fugitives, us the basis of the agreenrent. The General replied, that ro
proposals coiild be listesied (o whilst the Birmans continued on Enghsh
groningd § but jis soon as Hiey shyonld withdraw from iheir fortified camp, and
retire within their own fronizes, he would enter upon the subjet of their -
complaints;, notifying also, that unless they evatiated the Company's
possessions in 3. Timited time, force wmlkl bﬂ.wﬂd L' cump:l themn. Thm
Rirman. ehiel, in 2 manly confideviee of the English character, lmmsillf?'
wailed oo General Erskine, sand disclosed to Lt the nature of lis i
structions, the ennm:ity' of the affeuders, and the outriges L'Il!:}‘ had com-
mitted.  General Erskine, whose modesation sod judgment on this o6e-
sioi-carinat. e too highly commended, assured him, thut it was far from

. the fupention of the Brifish govemment 1 screen delinquents, of sanction s
in their country anusyhiu for mbberss but us the manner in which tI'pﬁ:ﬂ1
Birman tpaps lad entered the! (,ﬂmpany': district; was so repugiant to
the principles that ouglt fo- regulite the conduct of civilized nutions, it
wus :mpmable for him to pecide lrom his Hest dﬂtermlnnunu He
mave hopes, notwitlstanding, that if the Birmans: pmcably retired, the
Governor General would institute . regular inquiry into the charges pre-
ferred aguinst the prisoniess: addmg* that instant compliance with the
condirions. prescrited, was the anly ground on which they could expect
sa great an indulgence. The Birman Generl, cither coulented with
ihis intimation, of convinced that uppositivn wm;m.hc fnutlr.-.ss professed
his reliunce o Gengral Erskine, aud agreed tooywithdraw his troopss the:
retrat was conducted ity the most orderly mnuner; and 5o strict was the
subordinution observed i the Birman army, that unl one act of vivlence
wus committed: gither of 1he pessan’or property of Thritivh aubjects, during
(e dime their troope continued within the Compuny's: districts, General
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Esskine was alterwards empowered, by the Governor Genoral, 1o investi-
gate the churges against the refugees, when, alier a formal and deliberate
hearing, their guilt being established on the clesrest evidence, they were
delivered over 1o their own laws, by whose sentence, two out of the three
underwent capitul punishment.

The amicable termination of this difference, afforded favourable oppor-
unity to zequire a miore accurale Enowledge than liad mﬂm been
ohtuined, of 3 people, whose situation, extent of territory, and commercial
connections: with British India, rendered a liberal intercomse with them
highly desiruble. The trudé beoween Culeutia, Madias, and Rangoon, had
of late yems so rapidly inereased, a8 1o become an object of national im-
portance, more particularly on account of tenk timber, the produce of
Ava and Pegue, whetice Calcutta and Madras® draw sll their supplies of
wood [or ship building, and for varous other purposes. A commerce in
one article so essential 1o vs; und, on 2 general scale, o extensive 2s o ve-
quire an ammual return of Indian commadities to the amount of 200,000
sterling, was un object well wordly cultivating.  Nepreseniations ﬁzd, al
differant times, been made to the Supreme Board by private merchants, and
matiners, complaining of injustice and oppression ai the port of Rangoon;
the recent inroad of the Birmans, which originated partly in pride, and
partly ity ignorance, would probably not have d’ccurmd.'lmd. thers existed an

* Tak canmt be conveyed from die Malabar to the Coromamle] coast, ar to Culcutra,
unless ot an expencs 8 groat, 1t preclide the sttempt. It is sald, that this facomparalile
wood grows in perfestion on the banks of the river Godavery | bat the impediments of poo-
curing it fzoms that quarcer have hitherto been found insurmonntable, - Seyeral excellent ships,
built ji tie fiver of Bengal, of Pegue teak; have deliversd and received cargass in the tives
Tifmes, |

R
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suthorized chisunel of intercourse. between the respective governments.
To prevent the recurrence of a like misunderstanding ; to form a commer:
cinl connexion on equitable and fixed principles, and to establish 2 conh-
denitial and authentic correspondence, such as ouglit to subsist between
twao great and contiguous nations; Sit John Shore (now Lord Teignmouth)
thought proper to send it formal deputation to the Birman court. Nor were
these the only ends to be answered by the embassy; the influence, which
tlie natural enemics of Great Brituin had acquired thal quarter, was 10
be combated, and, if possible, overcame; whilst the natives were t be im-
pressed with an adequate sense of the power, the resources, and, above
all, the equity of the British character, in such a mamuey as to. convince
them that their real interests were connected with a state that neither
meditated, nor would suffer encroachment; and songht for nothing beyond
an interchange of merchandize, on terms mutually beneficiul. The result
of tlils mission, through the Various stages ol its progress and completion,
will b detailed in the subsequent pages; thus far it has realised thie
expeetations of the British government, and gives a flatiering promise of
sational advantage, exceptsit should hereafier be obstrucied by impedi-
ments, which no penetrition can [oresee, and against which so human
compact can pravade. :

The Birmans, under their present monarch, are certainly vising fast in
the scale of Oriental nations; and, it is to be hoped, that a Inng respite
from foreign wars, will give them |eisure 10 improve their natural adyin-
tages. Knowledge increases with commerces; and us they are not shackled
by any pre}udlces of casts, restricied to hereditary oteupations, or for-
bidden lrom pamicipating with strmgers in every social bond, their
sdyancement will, in wll probability be rapid. At present, so fir from
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being in a state of intellectual datkness, although they have pot ex-
plored the depths of scence, or reached 1o excellence in the fmer arts,
they yet have an undeniable claim to the character of a civilized, and
well instructed, people. Their Laws ars wise, and pregnant with sound
morality ; their police is better reguluted than in most European coun.
tries; their nawral disposition is friendly, and hospitable to strangers;
and their manners rather expressive of manly candour, than courteous
dissimuldtion: the gradatlons of rank, and the respect due to station,
are mainzived with @ scrupulosity which never relixes. A knowledge
of letters is so widely diffused, that there are no mechanics, few of the
peasantry, or even the common watermen (usually the most illiterate
class) who caanot read and write in the vulgar tongue. Few, however,
are versed in the more erudite volumes of science, which, containing maay
Shanscrit terms; and often written in the Pali text, are (like the Hindoo
Shasters) above the comprehension of the multitude; but the fendal system,
which cherishes ignorance, and renders man the property ol man, still ope-
rates as a check to civilization and improvement. This is « bar which
gradually weakens; #s their acquaintance with the customs and mauners
of other wations extends; aod unless the rage of civil discord be again
excited, or same forcign power impose an alien yoke, the Birmans bid fir
to be a prosperous, wealthy. atd enlightened people.
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- CHAPTER L

Embark en -hm:rd the Seu-Hlorse—sait from Getleatu—inake e Cocoa
Islands—touch ai Port Gornwallisy i the Great Andaman.—Hosgi-
tably received by Caplains Ramsay and Stokoe.—Soms Account of the
Island—imperfectly known to the Ancients—burbarism aund wretched
State of the Nutives—Singular Account of two young Wamen—Fre-
quent scarcity of Food——>Brutal Dehaviour of some Bengal Fisher-

man.—Nualural Produels of the Tsland —Rains c:us.fmr.—iiﬂiaﬂy
5i:i;!y—-¢ausﬂ,'——!?ﬂpan- to depurt.

-Hﬂmc received my commissions from the Governor Genersl, one ap-
; +f
poimting me Agent Plenipotentiary, with powers 1o (readl, in the name of

the Supreme Government of Indiz; with' the Emperor. of Ava; the ather,

vesting in me authority to tike co anizatice of the conduct of the British sul-
jects, irading to, or residing i, the countries I was destitiee] (o visity on
the 215t of Febniary, 1793, T emburked ar Culentia, o board the Sea-Horse,
. armedl cruizer belonging to the East India Company, Cagpirain Thomas,
Commander; attended by Mr. Weod, Assistanl aud Seerctary, and Dr.
Ruchanin, Surgeon o the mission. A Flavildar* Naick. » and 14 Sepoys,
selected from a battalion @t the military station of Barracpore, [ormed @0
attendant gaand; these, with an Hindoo Pundit, 2 for whose compiny |

» Native serjesnt + Naive corperal. t Professor of Hindoa leazning.

-
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was indebted to the goodness of Sir Rebert Chambers, 2 Moonshee,* and
mferior domestics of various descriptions, increased our numbers o more
than seventy persons.  Light andh unfavourable breezes retarded our pro-
gress down the river, and before we had got clesr, ll.‘ll'_iﬁ:idall happened
that created much concern. An hospityl assistant, in the employment of
Dr. Buclanan, who had never balore been n a ship, arose in the middle ®
of the night, walked leisurely to the gamgway, and, invensible to his sitira-
tion, stepped. overboand into a rupid tide, and was heard of no more; this
carly loss of a good and uselul man, Impressed & geoeral sentiment of
regret upon the whole cren.

On the evening of the 26th, our pilot left us in seven fathom water,
having then passed all the dangers of the channel, The wind continuing
foul, we anchored for the night; next morning weighed and stood to the
south-east willi 2 favouring breeze, which blew without intermission till
the 4th of March, when we made the Creat and Littlé Cocoa Islands,
5o called from being elothed with cocoa-nut trees of wmsusl luxugiance.
These islands are flat, small, and swampy ; they are uninhabited, and des-
titute of good water. We perceived the niins of a hut on the sea shore,
which Had been erected by an adventurer, who cume thither from Madras
to express oil from the ecocoa-nut, the scheme did not succeed; some of
the party died, and the rest relinquished the project.  Steering between
the southern Cocoa, and the narth end of the lsland of Andaman, we
opened Port Corawallis on the ¢ast side of the Jatter: Al eleven q’ciﬁﬂ:
on the 5th, we hauled our wind aod siood ins at one, our ship came to
anchor, & quarier of 3 mile from the shore. On landing we were received
by Captuins Ramsay and Stokoe (Colonel Kyd, the Governor, ]ﬁus

* A Mussulman professor of lunguage.
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absent) with the kindest hospitality, which was equally extended to the

captain and officers of the ship, and continued U every individual belong-
. ing to the mission, during the time that we remained their guests.

The settlement in Port Cornwallis is not situated on the prinmp.:l

island, but on a smaller one within the harbony, named by the English,
Chatham Island; the utmost length of which does not exceed two miles,
and the breadth little more tlan half 2 mile: the southern extremity ter-
minates in 2 narmow neck of Lind, fordable at low' witer to the main.

The Andaman Islands are a continuation of the Archipeligo, that ex-
tends from Cape Negrais to Atchein Head, stretching from 10° $2° 10 13° 40¢
north latitude, and from 90° 6" to 92° 59’ east longitude. What has been
cansidered as the Grear Andamay, is the most northers, about otie hun-
dred and lorty miles in length, and not exceeding twenty broad. A sepa-
ration, or strait, however, has lately, owing to a fatal aceident,” been

discovered in this island, which, in lact, dmdcs.!t into two, and opens &
clear passage into the Bay of Bengal. The first settdement of the English

was made in the year 1791, near the southern extremity of the island, in
a bay on the east side; but it was sfterwards removed in 1793, by advice

® Ins the month of February, 1792, = vessel was freighted from Madnas 1o crry siores 1o

his Majesty's fieer at Andaman the m=ster being wmacquainted with the harbour, senta

small birar, io the sftermoom, 10 sxplors an ppening n the Land, thar appearsd like the en-
trance ;- the bout wood n. it fell darks and' she was swept, by arapid current, thiough a
channed thar divided 1he muin fslind, and opened into the Bay of Bengal, The north-cat
mitsonn prevaiiel with prest siolente: unable 1o werk spainst spream and wind, the bost
was bane o leewand, and delves izresisiibly into fhe Indisn ecean,  Eightren days after-
weacdy she was picked up Uy & French ship, near the equinectial fine, The orew consisted
af two Eovopezns and sis Lascms 5 and, shocking tv relste, when ralizved by the French
ship, three of the Lascars had been killed and esten by theis companioas.
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of Admi;al {?omwallis: to the plage where it is now estiblished. The
original object of the undertaking was to procure a commaodious harbour
on the cast side of the bay, to receive and sheler his Majesty's: ships of
war, during the continuance of the north-cast monsoon ; it swils also used
a5 2 place of reception for eotivicts, sentenced for transportation from
Beagal.

No writer of antiquity fas transmitted 2 distinet account of the Anila-
mans: they were included by Prolemy, together with the Nicobars and
lesser islands, in the geneml appellation of insulie bone fortune, and sup-
posed by ‘him to be.inlabited by a race of Anthropophugi* The mild
inoffensive Nicobarians have long since bieen acquitted ol the lorrid im.
putation; but the different form, disposition, and habits of the few wretched
savages who wandet at the shores of the Andamans, may have given:
ground for & supposition that human flesh hias been eaten by them; if so,
it probubly arose more from the impulse of excessive lunger, than from
yoluptary choices a conclusion, that well suthenticated istauces of the
distress they at times endure, appear 10 authorize.

1u ke evening we walked round the grounds timt had been cleared,
making 2 cirouit of little more thin 4 quarier ol & mile, partly along the
beach; and partly by 3 path lsading through hesps of brushwood, and
the trunks of Duge trees that had recently been felled: A small gardes,
diligently tilled, produced but a scanty crap of Indian vegetables. A

» Fuschlns Resando, in his tranilaion of the account given by vwo Mahomedan rravelles,
who journgyed eastward, in the ninth century, says, < heyond tiese two islands (probably the
e Nicobars) lies ihe b3 of Ambiwan, The pecple o this-cast eat human fesh quite raw ;
*f thelr complexion is blacks \hely haiz frizzled, theit cointenznee and syes i'righ-_tﬁi. theis
* feet are very Large, almont a2 cubity and they go quite naked."
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shallow soil, impregnated with leaves and decayed brushwood, washed
down by the mountain streams, proved at licst unfavourable to cultivation;
the pains, however, which had been bestowed, seemed likely i the end
ta avercome this discouragement, The situation of the settlement on. the
side of 2 lill, rising abruplily from the verge of the sca; alibongh calou-
lated to avoid the vmwholesome effects of stugnant waters, was yet at
times attended with great indonvenience, owing to the impetuosity af the
torrats,

Notwithstanding the colony had been established on. its present site
little more than sixtesn months, the habititions ui; e Cﬁwﬁnl and
officers, and the luts of the inferior clusses, were rendered exiremely coms
fostable, The first constructed of stone and planks, the lotter of mats
and clay, thatched with leaves of the rattan, ar covered with bourds. The
surgeon had i separate divelling assigned him, and there was likewise 4
commodious mess-room. The number of inhabitunts altogether was about
700, including a company of sepoys 2s a guard over the convitts, and a
defence to the settlement.

A sitation. more picturesque, or @ view mors romantic, than that
which Chatham istand and Comwallis harbour present, can scarcely be
imiagined: Lud-locked on all sides, nothing is to be seen but an exten-
sive sheet of water, resembling a vast lake, inlerspersed witht small istands,
and environed by lofty mountiins clothed with impenetrable forests.
The scenery of nature, m this mqucsl:ml spot, is uncommonly striking

All that voyagers have related of uncivilized life, seems to fall short of
the barbasism of the people of Andumax,  The ferocions natives of New
Zealandd, or (he s_hiv:,riﬁg ballanimated savages of Terra del Fuego, are

S
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in & relative state of refiement, compared.to these islanders.”  The popy-
lation of the Great Andaman, and 4l it dependencies, toss not, according
1o Gaptain Stokog, excesd 2,000 or 2,500 souls; these are dispersed in
small societies along the coasts, or on the lesser islinds within the harbour,
neser penetrating desper thun the skirts’ of the forests, which hold out
little inducement for them to enter, as they contain no animals to supply
them with food. Tleir sole occupation seems to be that ol climbing rocks,
or roving along the margin of 1hs sea in quest of a precarious meal of fish.
which during the tempestuous seasen they ofien seek lor in vain,

The Andamaners re not more favoured in the conl n of their
bodics, than in 1he endowments of their mind. In nmum, theyagldom
exceed five feet; their Limbs are disproportionably slender, their bellis
protuberant, with high shoulders and large heads; and, strange 10 find in
this parl of the world, they are 2 degenerate tuce of Negroes with woolly =

* M. Mizrsten, s i excellent history of she Tsland of Sumatra, is of opinion, that the
nhabltsrs of the Batrs country, In the vorthern pare of that island, ear Wi flesh ; and
the authorities an which he proumnds Kis belief, seem 15 authenticate the fict = frdoes noty how=
:m.:ppcv.thm hmnﬂdwm mhﬂuud‘ﬁrt@hﬂlua[mﬁmqm lur,: catep
the qn:;,- victimns bung prisoners wk_cn in war, or npuﬂ a:_-pnr_is_:u ;

+ 11 s 3 mateee nfmndl. l:unourf w dizcaver the origin of a mce of ]l#bph, "0 !ﬂﬁl}r dif-
fering, Mot anly from all the iuhabitants of rhat vast continent i the ‘bocony of which tie
Tkl of Andaizt is enbayed, bt il fron the natived of the Nicolsr Tilands, which
arc immedidtely contiznins o i Hitherw, We inquirlis of tmvéller sz m have pro-
duced, po satafactory conclmian ¢ Sme have suppesed that & Porsuguess ﬁp,.ut!ylnﬂw
16k century, tuten with slaves from Mossmbique, had been cast on these shores, and thavshe
fremeat Andumancrs are the descendamts of such 2¢-cscaped (drowning; | This conjecturs ia
proved Lo be geossly erpanedus, from the accoum given by the two Mahommedan truvellers,
long enterior 4o ke mevigstion of themr eess by Eurepeans,  The Anablans, howevey, whe
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beair, Hat noses, dnd thick tips; dlieir eyes are small and red; dieir skin of
wdeep sooty Uilack, whilst their eountenances exhibit the extreme of wretch-
edness: a horrid mixture of fimine and feracity, They go quite haked,
and are insensible of any shame from oxposure: Two young wuomen,
ilared by the temptation of fisk, were secured, and brought on board &
ship at anchor in the hurbopr s the ciptain treated thﬁnwiihgrcal. hu..
manity{ they soon got 7id of all fear of violence, except what miglt be.
offered to their chastity, whicl they misrded with unremitting vigilanes «
although ey lad 3 small upaemment allotted to thémselves, and had no
real catise for-apprehension, enc ahways watched whilst tie ather slept ;-
they sulfered clothes to be pit on, but took them off ngain as soon iy
oppottunity ffeved, and threw thént away as wseless incumbrincss. When
their fears were over they became cicerful, clhsttered with freedon, asd
were inexpressibly diverted at the sight of their own persons in a miror ;
they weve fond of singing, sometimés iy melancholy recitative, at athers
in-a lively key; and ofter danced about the deck with great agilivy, shep-
ping their posteriors with the back of their hoel. Wise and spiritious
liquars were disagrecabile to them no od sesmed so pafatuble as fish,
rice, and sugar.  In a few weeks, having vecovered sirength and become
fat, from the more thun hall-famished m;ninw!:ich they were brought on.
board, they began to think conhinement’ inksome, and longed to regain

uﬁdm!th.-.-;l_nﬂi-.m Oicean 50 euriy 28 the 7eth commry, il wihio nét enly explarel the e
‘nent of Trdia as far a4 the Chines= s=y, but likewise gaived o hmwlodge of moes of the essterm
inlands, might, by an accident simibir o thiat which hat been sscribed i the Partugues vessl,
have peopled Andaman with its present Negro mace. Tt deserves remurk, that on. the contie
nem of Tndia extea Gangem; figures of Boodh, or Budhon, the Gandma of the Bimmans and
Siamess, are often seen with the charscreristic lisir and Sestuees of the Negro
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sheir mative fresdom,  In the middle of the fight, when all but the wateh-
man were aslesp, they passed in silencs through the captain's cabin,
jumped qut ol the siem windotws into the sea, and swam 10 an taland hall
« mile distant, where it was In yain {0 pursic them, had there been any
such intention; but the object was (o retgin them by kindness, not by
compblsion, an attempt that has. filed on eyery wial. Hunger may {and
these instances ars rare) snduce them to put themselves in the puwer of
strangers; but the moment thit want is satisfied, nothing short of coercion
can prevent them [rom reunming to w way ol L, e congenial lo their
savage nature. The few implements they s 472 of the rudest textures a
bew from lour 1o five feet lang, the ﬂfiﬁg‘ mude of the fibre of a tree,or 2
slip of bamboo, with arrows of reed, hieaded with fish bone, or wood har-
dencd in thie Bre, is their principal weapon. Besides this, they camy &
spear of beavy wood sharply pointed, and a shield made of bark, to de-
fend themselves from the sssaulls of their enemies; for even these poor
wrotches have ftgi‘l!-i L0 asseTty iﬂdtﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ to mim has
taught them an expert management of their arms, en which they rely for
subsistence: happily for them, their numerous bays and creeks abound
il Bish, which they shont and spear with surprising dexterity. They
are said also to tise 4 small band net; made of the Elamients of bark; the
fish when eanght is pu intoa wicker basket, whiclt thiey curry on their
backs. Having kindled a fire, they dirow the food on the coals, and de-
vour it tmif broiled.- A few dmunutive sywine are o be found in the skirts
of the forests, and among the mangrove thickets in the low groundss but
these are very scarce; and are probably fhie progeny, af a stock left by
lormer navigators. When a native has the good fortune to slay one, ke
carefully preserves the skull and tecth 1o oruament his hut. They cross
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the Bays, and go (o hsh eithier in cmoes formed of i hollow tree; or an
rafts of bamboo, whicly thiey direct by paddies. ‘Their habitations display
litle move igenuity than the dens of wild beasts s four stieks stk in dlie
ground, are hound together at the top, and fistened tranversely by others;
to which branches ﬂrt'mﬂ are suepended ; an Gp-auing is left on one sides
fiist laree enough to admit of entrance s leaves compose their bed. Being
much incommoded by ‘insects, their Brst octupation in @ mowming is to
platster their bodies wll ver withy mud, which, hardening in the sun; forms
an impenetruble armour: they paint their woolly heads with red ochre
and water  when thus completely dressed, & more hideous sppesrnce is
«not to be found in human form,

Their religion is the simple, but genuine homage of nature; to the in-
compreherssible ruley of the universe, expressed in adoration to the sun,
as the primary and most obvious source of good : tar thye moun as the secon-
dary power; and (o the genii of the woods, the waters, and the moun-
tuils, an inleriar agents, In the spirit of the storms, they confess the in-
fuence of 3 mufignum being: and, during the south-west mopsoar, when
Lempests prevail with wnusual violénce, they deprecate his wrath by wild
chorusses, which they ¢hant in small congregations assembled on the
beacls, or an some vock that overhangs the ocean,  Of a future state, it is
fiot knowtr that tiey have uny ide, which possibly arises from our imper-
fect means of discovering theiv opinions ; it allurds, Liowever, gitisfactory
reflectinn, to fnd, among the most ignorant aud barbarous of mankind, &
confirmation of the grest and pleasing trath, that ull reasoning existence
acknowledges 3 God.  Tho half humanized Andatnanct invokes the lumi-
naries that lend him Hght; and in that simple and sponlaneous praise; be
offers up the purest devotion of an unealightened mind.
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Although the principal food of the Andamaners consists of Jish, ye!
they cagerly seize on whatever else presenis itselfs Jizaxds, guatis, Tats,
and stukes supply @ change of repast. Bindsar not rumerpus; and seldom
come within reachs dm.pamuﬂu,mdlht Indian crow, arc. the most
common: hawks ire souietimes seen hovering over the tops of the trees |
but they are only wioporary visitors fram  the sheighhouriag continent:
4 feww aquatic birds frequent the shoress smangstthese uve the kingfisher.
& sort of qurlew, and the-swall sc gull. Within the caverus and reeesses
of the Tocks s Jound lhn-aalmm or hirunde nidis edulibus, described
by Maisieur Poivre: Uhis bird, whose viest srodssces 2 higly price in China
is perfectly biluck, and resembiles. i small mating Trsonest 8 ihickly ghized
with o mucilaginous sulistande, which the. bird collects fone the sea
Blubiber, and is suid 1o sywallow, and alterwarnds emit [rem the stomachs
it is prized by the Chinese for its. supposed anediciual and restorative
qualities

The vegetable dict of the Andinancrs consists: of (he natueal produce
of the whods, in which the researches of Eurapesns find Hule dlat is
palatable or outritiouss  the fruit oF e mangrove is prneipally. used,
laving often been found in, their deserted Jabitations, steeping in an exii-
banked pudile of water,  As tliey have no pot® or vessel that cin bear the
action of fire, they cannot devive much advantage from such esculent
herbs as the lorests may conlain; indece their estenmsted and diseased
figures toa plaily indicate the wint of whaolesome. nouvishment 3 utibiap-
pily for them, the cocoa nul, which thrives in the utmbst luxuriance in

* "The fragmesty of saehen vesselsy mentioned by Me. Colebirooke, wer= probably hrought
from the Micabars, or from the cuistinent, by the boary figt often visis the Andamams for the
piirpose of taking the neas before mestianed,
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the neighbouring isles; is not to he found here: they are exiremely fond
of it; whenever 3 out was left inthar way by the senlers, it way inme-
diately carried off with much apparent sstisfaction.  Captain Stokoe, who
ma_mly-msiﬂﬂl.m.ﬂm wlund, disappomled in him-ntﬁ!mp{s- to estblish
= social intercourses endeavotred (o alleviite their wants by sending, 45
often @ circumstunces would admit, $mall supplies of victusls o their
hues, which were always: shandoned on thc approuch of his- people; ta
resorted toagain when they bad withdrawn: A pany of fishers belonging
to- the settlement, enticed & worin by, the sllurement of foud, to come so
cluse that she was made prisoner; instead of relicving lier Lunger, they
proceeded 1o offer violeuce; the cries of the poor creature brought a nu-
merotss troop of savage friends tw her asistunce, who rushing out of the
thickets, attacked and killed two of the yel mire savige aggressors, Their
bodies* were afterwards found dishgured in a shocking manner. A coust-
ing pany one day discovered a min and a boy stretched on the beach,
apparently ju the Ias: stuge of [unine; they were conveyed to the seitle-
tement : unfiprtumately every effore of humanity lulled 1o save the man,
but thie boy recovered, und is now in the service of Golanel Kyd, 1 Galeutta,
where he is much noticed for the striking singularity of ki appearince,
The angudge of the Andsmaners lus pot been discovered to possees
the  slightest nmuib’ to any that is: spoken in Indin, either continental or
islamdic. Captain Stokoe informed me, that what he heand wis not at all
hirsh or disagreeabile to (he ety their songs are wildlynelodions, and diciy
gesticulation, whilst singing, is extremely impassioned. This Is one among
* This circumstance rather ssms 1o Indicsta-that they wre not cannibuls 3 the bodies of tha

Bengal Rshusmen wese pireced by dharp weapons, 2nil peunded by stongd uatil svery bone way
broken ;- bt the Resly was ot ot off; o Sy limb seversd, -
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the many evidences 1o prove, that poetry is coeval with the language of
M

The only (quidrupeds seen on the istand, sre hogs; mts, and the
ichneumon: the guams also, of the lizard tribe, may be reckoned in
this classy these proved very destructive 10 pwllry there are severul
species of ‘#nakes wnd 5ﬂdfﬂhﬁ:? Labouters, whilst clearing awzy the
undérwosd, were froquently bitten; but in nm instace did the bite
prove merial, wlihough the patients commoply fell imo viplent con-
culsions - catr de lice and upium were dhe remedies in most cuses admi-

During the prevalence of the north-east monsoor, fish is cauglt in
eveat-abundance, but in the’ tempestuous season it is difficult 1o be pro-
cured; grey mullet, rock cod, skate, and soles, ave umong the best; oys-
ters. bieve been fonnd, but in no sreut quantity.  The shores abound in
a vasiety of beautiful shells, gorgonius, madreporas, MUres, and cowries,

Specimen of the tgaage of Andxmam, fiom the 46h Vel. of the Asiwic Researches.

Andaman fland,} 0| T feink, meangab. Man, camslon.
try, L Ear, quika. "Moon, robie
Arrom, bustebir. Earth; ¢congnanger. ‘Neck, b
'Army, piiie. T eat, mgebsliab. Noie, melles,
Black, chesgbrasza. Eye, 1ébsy. Ruin, ove
Blood, eschengsber, Fingee, momay. To sing, gokebay.
‘To beat, ingarabope. Fire, mans, T aleep, crmabe
Bally, mapes. Fith, mbeder. - Sky, madamu,
Bird, lofsy. Fom,. Jrsker Star, tL.-Fd‘h‘r.
Boat, fxecay. Head, takay, Sun, alay.
Bow, resgée. Hot, husler. Testh, maboy.
Bune, gest g Kaes, ingalay. Witer, migwsy.
Cold, rbama. "To faugh, snkeommal, Wind, temjumay.
Diaor, taxg: Lag, chigiv. Wood, faughes,




EMBASEY TO AVA. 157

with many other kinds, of which Captuin Stekoe had made a curious and .
valuble collection. .

There are several surts ol tees on the islata 3 the ficus religiasa; or ban-
v tree, the almond tree, the oil tree, that grows to 3 great heigh, froum
which a very uscful oil is thus produced. A ilurw ncision %
made in-the trunk, six or siglht inches deepy a chip fourteen or fifieen
inches Jong, is cut'st rght angles; and the surfice ol the incision Leing
hollowed and filled with live coaly, the turpenting, or wood oil, exudes
copiously from the top of the wound. The penaigre tree ulso is found, and
is well adapted for the knees of ships; and the iron tree of stupendous size,
wliose timber almost bids defiunce to the 2xe of the woodsentter s the ved-
wood, which makes beautiful furniture, little inferior 10 fine: mahogony-
Besides these, thete are numberless creepers and rattims which surrosmd
thre sfems of the larger trées, and interwoven witly ench otlier, form so thick
a bedge, that it is impossible 1o penetrate far into thie forests, unless by
the slow atd laborious process of cutting 2 road..

The first: settlers i an uninhabited lond huve oot only to contend
against natural obstacles, and the want of several necessary comforts of lile,
but must likewise encounter the effects of an unwholesome: atmosphere;
no country thoroughly agrees with the humin: coustitution, until it is
cleared and eultivated. The new colonists, volwithstanding every possible
attention was piid to the preservazion of their health, beeame sickly; they
were alilicled, during the four dry months, December, January, February,
aned March, with the sowrvy,  This complaint, however, wis owing to a
change of food, and 1 want of vegetable diet: s soon us the yuins com-
menced, it miﬂgalcd and quic];ly disﬂpp&arud, but it gave way o 3 dread-
ful suecessor, the intermittent fever and ague, which ballicd all power of

T
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medicine. An induration and enlargement of the spleen, a disease well
known in India by the name of Boss, was generally its concomitant. The
cause of these fevers being local, could not be remedied. Situated in the
full sweep of the soub-west monsoon, and the clouds being obstructed by
high mountains, the islind is, for eight months in the year, washed by
incessant fosrents, According to 2 metesrological table kept by Captain
Stakoe, there appears to have fullen in seven mionths, 88 mc&csol' waler, &
quantity far exceeding what [ had ever heard of in'any ether country.
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CHAPTER IL

Sail front the Andamans—make the Island of Narcondam.— Arrive at
the Moith of the Rangoon River—delayed for & Pilot—proceed—
Precaution of & Custom-horse Officer—A Deputation from Rangoon
meils the Sea-Horse— singular Appearance q_f'-iﬁn .deuﬁs.—-—;ﬂﬁﬂ
at Rangoon—extraordinary Conduct of the Governntent.—Uncomfort-
able Building allolted for onr Residence— Restriciion impased on our
People.—Communders and Crows of ithe Sflif.r in the River prohibited
from hoiding any Iilercourse with the Sea-Horse.—Sitaatior. anplea-
sant, and desrading—remonstrale—declure 'my Intention {v with-
draw~— Concéssion on the Parl of the Rangoon Govarnmeni.

Hivivg passed five duys In this wild sequestered abode, wheve the
vovelty of the:seene; and fiiendly uitention of our enterainers, Capraina
Ramsay and Stokoe, would have rendered 2 longer stay agreeable, we
prepured (o depast.  The Hindoos, whose religidin foibids them (8 drink
water drawn by tmpure hands, hagd filled their awn casks; and-the stock
ol our numerous company was replﬁiﬁﬂm.‘[. On the toth we reimbarked,
and stond to seds next morning at day-light made the island of Narcun:
dam, about twenty leagzues east ol l_.-hﬁ Andamany; a burren rock, rising
Hbl"ll[!“,.' out of the ocean, uninhabited, und scemingly destitute of vege-
tatiom,  The wind being foul, we were obliged (0 tacks and on the
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following day we had ndvanced so little to the northward, that Narcondam
was still in sight.  About nodr, we discovered 1wo ships and:a schooner,
standing to the southeeast: they hoisted English colonirs, and we kept our
course, Om the 15th :hewindmmltnthumthtmd and became
fairs on the 16th we found ourselvés, by s meridian observation, uearly
in the latitade of the roads of Rangoon, but by our reckoning and titne-
pites too far to the eastward : alier sweering west some hours, we anchoved
for the night in five fathoms, and plainly perceived lights on the beach.
Next morning we discovered low land, ahout six-miles (o, the north-west.
Here we remained iill the 18th, waiting fora pilot, standing off and. on
with short tacks in the day time, and at anchor during the night. Finding
" \hist our signals, by fring gins and hoisting colours'in the usual maaner,
were 1ot auswered, Mr. Palmer, tie second olficer, was seut in the pin-
nace, with instructions to proveed up the viver a3 -far as Rangoon, in Gse
he did pou find = pilot sooner. On the ensuing day, the wind Leng
moderate znd Gir, Guptais Thonus vestured to stand in; and steering by
tand-marks, and sending u boat aﬁhﬁd:;:mshﬂ thie bur without a pilot, at
hall flood, in four fathoms: At twelve o'clock we entered the Rangooy
fivers the land on each side ippeared low and. swsmpy,and the banks
skirted with bigh 1eds and rushwood. Four miles within the extremes
we cafiie abieass of a small village, whence n boat rowed: towards us: il
proved to be a watch boat, stationed at the mouth of the wiver, to send
intelligence of the srrival of vessels to the acarest guard, whence iv/ls for-
wirded m-dmﬂm'moiﬂmgm The Birman officer that came on
board was a mean looking man; dressed in a shabby cotton facket, and a
piece of [aded silk, which, after twice encircling his wiist, was passed
\oosely between his legs and fastened behind, coveting the thighs sbouwt
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half way to the knees, This persomage, in his own opinion of no tsignif-

canl ¢onsequenice, sat down on  ehair® without the smallest curzmony, and

called in an authoritative tone: for his implements of writing, which were

produced by ong of three attendasits that secompanied him, These, when

their muaster was seated, squatted upen theiy heels gn the deck before
his chair, attentive only, to his commuanids, in an attitude and manner

very much resembling baboons, aithough they were well proportioned
sirong men, The olficer inquired, in broken Portugueze, the name of
the-ship, whence she came, what arms and ammunition were on beard,

and the name ol the communder: B:illg satished in these puimﬁ. he cire-

fully committed them to writing. Heuring that wo were not provided
with a pilot, he desired the captain o come to an suchor till ene could be
procured; gs; in case of any accident happening, he would be beld
responsible for permitting us to proceed.  Just then, Mrn, Palmer in the
ship's boat made his appearance. He ad been 1o Rangoon, anil brought
down a pilot with him: our cautious visitor offered no farther objections,

but took his leave with as little ceremony as be had entered.

About two o'clock @ small boat [rom Ruugoon met the ship: a man iv
it hailed ourgilot, in the language of Hindostan, and desired him to cant
anchor, as it was the intention of the Governor of Rangoon 1o come down
and receive the British deputation in person.  We immediately complied
with his desire. |

The place where we brought to, is twelve miles below Rangoon.  The
entrance of the river; and the banks on each side; bore o nesr resemblance

* Wi wern not yet 3ware that s sitting postire ds the mast respectiul smong te Birmans ;.
and on Wi eceasion wer inclindl to atiibite fo lksolinty, what, If # LI iy waznibg,

wad in fect & mwrk of @sfiorence, S
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fo those of the Ganges: but the navigativn is much more commodious, The
el s bokd and deep, from six and a half 1o cight futhiams, winters
nipted by shoals or inequality of soundings.  Ms Wood judged the viver
at this place 10 be from three-quiriers (o 3 mile in Breadeh, We continued
at anchior Gl next day, i expeetition of thie promised visit.  About roon
thic Aeet came in sight < ivconsisted of from twenty to thirty Boats;lon 2
neaver appigach, only four out of the ntimber seemed] to helong 1o persons
of superiar ‘condition ;- these were not unlike, in formy w0 the druwings of
he state canoes oF Soine of the Soutl-Sea lslands: they were long md
marrow. with dn dlevated stem, ornamented with pettcocks’ leathers, and
e (55 of Thibet cows; cach boat bore' o different flag; and Had =
long, Hexible, puinted pole. with w rilded Bl ue the extrenity, protruding
korzontally from e stern,  Thiee persons, apparently of higher raek,
came ot board; they meant to be civil; but were perfectly free from
estraint, and took possession of ¢hatirs without waiting for any iy itation;
or paying the smallest regand ' those who were gol seated | whilst ‘their
atehidants, seemmaly -as niuch a5 ease s thelr masters, formkd 3 semis
civele aroumd them on the deck, in like mumoey s the servanis ol our
former visitor. Being us yet unapprized of the external [owms of respect
amotng thesn, such conduct surptized us a good deal.  The ehief of the
llml-:;:,: 4 goud Juoking young mam, of shovt statwe, I umlersood 10 beu
person of consideration. He was Governor of Alie province of Dalls, on
the opposite side of the riyer to Runmoon, which hie-held on the part of thie
mother of the )ueen, wlrme_jaghim or estite it Is. The second, an ¢lderly
pliin man, said be was Nak-haangee; literally, the royal esr. 1 was
ferwards ifisrmed he was travsmitter of inelligence, or reportento the
imperial court, an office of much ctgﬂidmct. The thind, o Seéres, iy iulgrior
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secretary, wis a man of little relutive importance compared with the other
two., Wee conversed for ant-haur; through the medium of an interpreler who
spoke the language of Hindostan: thiey were extremely inquisitive, and
asked a2 number of questions conceming 1he objects of the mission, which
were answered in fiendly bot general terms.  Havings paid theic compli--
ments, they wose. to depart, and returped to their Boats, making lavish
professions of friendship; and whilst the ship sailed before 3 gentle breeze,
they rowed with g!&ul:.?tlﬂﬁl‘.g:_ mound her, performing & varicty ol evelu-
tions, and exhibiting considerable skill in the management of their vessels,
which were of unequal dimessions, from twenty-cight to farty, cirsz we
judged the longest to be between sixty and sevemy. fect, and from six to
eight i breadth s in this manner we procesded untl the town and ship-
ping were in view. The Princess Royal Eust Indioman, that hed come
from Madsas [orau:guui'umi.\e:. Lired 2 salute 10 the Company's
colours ;. and the Sea-Horse pand & compliment ta the buttery on' shore, of
eleven guns, which were retusnsd by an equal numbes: the pilot came to,
below the town, apart from the oilier ships about hulf a mile. As soon as
the Sea-Home dropped anchar, all the heats withdrew, without father
notice or explanition.

Bemng desirous ol seding seme of ouwr gtlendines on shore o relresd
themselves, pacticularly the Hindoos, whose religion enjoiny them not o
eat vicuuls dressed on board, sl whe were on dat acommit pus to
great inconvaniente, being obliged at sen 1o subsist on dried frides, sweet
meats, und parched pulse, 1 seat ane of the swendants 1o the Governor ol
Dalla, to scquaint him with my wish- He,. in reply, disined fat 1 would
deler landing sl the following diy, when x habitation (hal wus prepraricg
for our recoption wauld Le in tvadinesss with this pequest ) aenhiesced,
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and commumicated the same to'Gaptain Thomas, and the gentlemen ol the
depulation, who forbad Aligir servants o’ Jeave the ship without express
permission.

About five o'clock i the afternoon the interpreter retuimed on board,
and hiformed m' that the Raywoon, or Goverior of 1l town, meant o
wait on me next day ul the dwelling assigned 0'us; mtimating also; that
e swas ordered to remiiny bn hoard 1o receive my commands. This plea &l
attention was prolably only 4 clnik to cover another motive - his husiness
seemed (6 be ratlier to wateh our motions, stid ledrit ot views, than 1o
obvidte fuconveniences, or manifest respect. He spokr the Hindoo
Lnguage fluently; and T desired the Moonshee, a discreet and ' sensible
s o entértain im. The right passed without anycoimumunication with
ihe shore, or with the other ships in the ‘tiver

Next moming, the 21st, 4t ten o'clock, the Seree, or under-secretary,
came on board, accompanied by a mun'of Portugueze extraction, who
spoke very imperfect English. The Seree told me He wis about 1o depart
for Peue, charged with dispatches for the Miywoon, or Viceroy, und

. rcqumdi to know whether we hud myt:ummmds: i l'qlﬁl:d*'ﬁ the whhr-
mative; additig, that/it wis wy wish te send a confidential pierson to his
Excéllency, to deliver 1o him u letter from the Gavernor Genersl of India,
and dnother from mysell. The Seree, finding 1 would ot fritrust my dis-
patches to him, promised to call at noon, and convey my messeger (O
Pegue {about winety miles digtant] in his own'boat, 3 prodiise which be
amitted (6 perform.

At four o'clock in the afternoon, Mr. Wood, Dy, Buchanan, and myself,
landed. and were condycted to 1 spucious temporary building, whick had
bicen prepared for our reception; it was situnted on the verge of the river,



EMBASSY TO AVa, 145

aboul 500 yards below the town, opposite o where the Sca-Horse was
owoored; it consisted of only one story, raised three fect from the ground,

supported on posts driven into the carthi an clevation very necessaty. 4o
thse eomlont of its inhabitants, as the high spring tides washed tho fousn.

dation pillars, and almost insulated the building, by Ellﬁ;g,a clannel wiigh
the raiis bad excavated.  This edifice; about ninety feet in length, was
entirely composed of baboos. and strong cine mts, and divided into
several compartments; the ool was lofty, and covered with the same
materials, which were laid in such a manner as to alfird pmtection from
spread with mats; and in ove apartment small carpets were id, doubtless
designed as a murk of distinction.  On landing; we were recuived by the
Seree, who miade # frivolous excuse [or oot baying called according to bis
promise, saying, that anolher person had been semt in his stead, On
entering the: virando or balcony, we were-saluted by the sounds of very
discordaut’ music, issuing From the instruments of a Lund of musicians,
that had heen ﬂcl:ll'.h)l the Goyernor to welcume us; to I.-lyahe h&d'ohlig—
ingly added 2 set of dancing girls, and tumbling boys, who exhibited 2
variety of movements in attitudes, some: of which wéte not ungraceful.
Having dismissed this noisy assemblage, and taken a ansory view of
our habitatign, we yere unanimous in opinion, that for the preseat it
weuld be more advisable, and more commodious, to slecp on board,
least for that night, as we had brought sio,conveniences on shore with s,
Leaving therefore part of the guard, and  few of our attendunts to occupy
the house, we returned at dusk; and passed the night on board the Sea-

Horse, better lodged, and much more comfortably than if we had conti-

aved in our new dwelling.

U
»



146 EMBASSY TO AVA.

Surprize and disappointment wee 3 good deal excited, to find, tha
during all this time, tiot adgat of any description came 1o our ship, either
from the English meychanimen in the river, or fivm shote; a circumstance
that bore the sppearance of distnist ind prohibition on the part of the
government. Captain Thomas therefore onderad his pinnace to be launched,
and rowed to the nearest vessel: being informed that the comminder was
o shore, be directed lis boai to the town quay, and, lnding without
ceremony, proceeded o the resiénice; of @ gentleman, with whom he
was acquuinted; where be met several masiers of merchant ships, who
nformed him fhat they had received an order from thie Rboom, or public
conrt ity which the council of governmetit assembled, enjoining them not
to go on board the Sea-Horse (hemselyes, or sulfer any intercourse with
their ships, as matters of etiquette had not yet been adjusted but added,
sailor like, that they had agreed fo ask permission nexi moning (0 pay
Liscir respects o, the representative of thelr nation, and if refused, 10 go
16 honaur, than by an implicit complisnce witl the wishes of the Birman
government. |

©On it following morning, Captain Thomas and the gentlewen of the
deputation accompanied 4 me on showe to our habitation, We found ne
pesson of distinguished consequence there, but crowds of the loweg class,
hmhmcnmd womes, were collected from. curiosity. In % short time
several baskets were brought, with the Raywoon's, or Governor's compli-
ments, contdnng venison, dncks, chickeus, bread, and roots: the sams
company of musicians that had performed on the preceding day, attended

1o amuse us. At twelve v'clock the approach of a person of condition was

-
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amounced, when a tall elderly mun: of u graceful uppearance, followed by
severdl dttentlunts, was ushered i, under the title of Baba-Shoen, whose
aeatners were easy and respectful. Afler informing me, through the ine:
dium of a Portugueze: intﬂrpmttr, that he wus mxd in suthovity @
Ragoan, and held the officé of Ackawoon, ké apalogized for the absence
of the Raywoon,; or Governor of ihe town, who, he said, was prevented
from: wéiﬁng on me b}' imﬁﬁpmilinn; and added. that he would be happy
to shew me every uttention in his power. | expressed my senise of lis
politeness; retharking, that my wants were confined w permission (o pur-
chase a fm-mm. and the means of sending 3 messenger to the
Viceroy of Pegue, with 2 letter from the Govemor Gerietal of lndia, and
one from mysell, which T was desirous should be deliversd as speedily as
possible: to (his he replicd, thut he would forwand by express any com-
mands 1 might have; observing, that it was nn useless trouble to send 2
servant of my own. " His meining wits obviot] and as this wus his first yisit,
which righit be considered sather as ceremonious, than s intendexd to discuss
business, 1 did nol press the matter farther: being, bowever, determined
not to protract the purposes of the mission longer I.lllm wWas nemmy T
acquaiiited him that Mr. Wood would returm his visit the same evening,
afier which, Twould converse withs Iim fiurther gt the objeets of the depus
wrtion.  He endeavoured to wava ihe-viiill_. by suying it mighl p!il Mr.
W'm inconveniences bt that it was his clury to wait on me, whick
hie would do'st uny time, on the shortest notice, either on board the ship,
or at our habitation. In the course of conversation he informed me, that
though a native of the Birman cotmtry, le was of Armenisn extaction,
and professed beliel in our Saviour. We parted about two o'clock ; auml
at his desire, my Moonshee wrote 2 list of such articles as ﬂ-u'ntua& i

*
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need of, and tendeved payment beforchinnd 3 sm offer that was declived.
As our baggage anel necessaries had not yet heen disembarked, we returmned
to dine on board. Early in the aftémoon the Ackawoon's boat was por-
ceived vowing towasnds the house, with design, a3 we imagiued, to prevent
by anticipation the promised visit. Captain Thomas ordered his barge 10
be mammed, and accompantied me an shere. To this interview Babu-Sheen
brought with him, 2s intérpreter, a Mussulman merchant, who spoke
Persizn tolerably well, through whom I was cniabled to convey my senti-
ments with more ease dmatmﬁmmmg-

After sninterchange of mmplnnmls, I 1old hm ghal the ﬁ'lmdly incli-
natians sehich b long subsisted between the British government ia. India
and lis Birman Majesty, had been » source of so much satisfiction to the
Governor General of indiz, that, with 3 view to perpeluate an union
mutually advantageots (o both countries, he liad deputed me, in the cha-
ricter of pulilic minister, mlamnﬁdmualpmu,tnwﬂagﬂmmm
of amity, by the delivery of friendly letters; and to affer, in s name,
‘assurances of & pefect nigard, In ‘prosf of this, 1 had brought certain
products of our cointry, which, together with the letters, 1 was cliarged to
present in person 1o his Majesty at Ava, and to the Viceroy of Pegue;
that, coming it such a capacity, 1 flt much chagrined at hading, on the
part of the Rangoen government, sn apparent want of confidence, for
wh:hlmtﬂdmgnmummdmmga&egmnfw
hnpowdmmylttfmdmypeuplmm ' ptowith what 1 expected :
thit 1 could no otherwise account ﬁ:rmhmhct than by attributing
it either o thar mmuﬂ!ﬁmﬂmg my. intentions; or my own want of
knowledge of their customss: that I wished mmding‘!ftﬂ:mibc‘it 1o
the l:mn{, but formd it difficult to persuade mysell that such obvibus
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marks of distrust could be aimgethermuw of form, without anrm
meaning. »

To this the interproter replied on the parl of bis superior, it & very
verbuse and affected style, that nothing was farther from the intention of
Babs-Sheen and the council of Ranigoon than to give umbrageor offer disre-
spect ; that il was the custom of heir mation; and that the restraint which
was now so irksome to me; would, he had no doubt, speedily be removed.
I replied, thitt it wis my camest desire to manifest my regard for the Birman
government, by acquiescingin every eszemonial that their customs prescribed
for persons in the capacity I beld, provided such ceremonials were not dero-
gatory from the dignity of the state { represented = but there was one point
in which the conduct of the council of Rangoon éould not be justified, under
any plea of form or customy; this was, the‘interdiction iaﬁdamhnc:p:m
of the English ships in the river, against going on board the Sea-Horse, to
pay me that mark of respect to which he well knsir T was entitled, 43
agent from the English government, and which those gentlemen were
solicitons to offer me in that character; that this prohibition, contrary o
lhemgeefﬂdrﬂimdmmlwdmﬂpwﬁﬂlﬁbcww
mﬂkmu,andmlldml? &mmwmhympicmux&wm
lestion (o give offence: | _:hnthewuuldﬁl'ﬂmrmnmlhm
explanation of am:haxmﬂrdm and unexpected treatment.

To, this requisition, BabieSheen rq:ﬁad i vague wnd Gusatielciory
language; assuring me that whae had Beeny dorie was anly in conformity
to kg established nsage, which be begged I would not take amiss, or
consider in & mistaken point of view ;s that if ) would entrust my letters
for the Viceroy tﬂ:lﬂm,_.l'mwduld forward them by a safe messenger, whio
aould return in two or thres days, and probasbly bring with him an

-
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inviiation from his Em:ﬂmcglu pay him a visit at Pegue, whither le
should have the honour to attend me.

Beiny furnished with duplicates of all my official papers, und apprised
that the letter: from the Governor General 1w the: Viceroy was merely comy-
plimentary, | thought it a it opportanity to manifest n conlidence in him,
in the hope that it might produce 3 liberal returi, | therefore tokd ' Him,
that althougly it was contrary to our practice (o’ entrust official papers to
other than a confidentiul servant, yet, to manifest the reliance 1 had on lis
good yill, I would take upon me. in the present case, to wave all form,and
with pleasure commit to him the delivery of the letter from thy Governor
General, together with one from myself. During this conference 1 disco-
vered that Baba-Sheen understood my meaning in Pessian, although he
could not himself speak it; be, hwever, spoke the hanpuiage of Hindostan
in an imperfect manner, but sulficient to express intelligibly whit he wished
o convey, and we soon understoad each Qﬂﬁf‘-ﬂ?“ﬂ" as no Jonger o
stand in need of wn buterpieter. It was now hite; and he ook tis leave,
witl lavish professions of respect and good uclization.

‘The delicacy t.if:rng_.pmmﬂ situaiien caused me 10 congider seriously on
what were the most eligible steps to pursue.  The vigilant suspicion with
which I was gutrdod, and the vestriction, little short of imprisotment,
imposed on mysell and my attendunes, aggravated by the humiliating
pmhlhmm aguinst. holding any Iﬂlﬂtﬂumﬂwnﬂ‘l my own countrymen,
seemed 10 augur un&vmuhl: issue to the misslom, and were sulficient
1O WRrTANL My avmling :_nyselful' # elause iy instructions, that give me
a discretionury power to retumn, without further exphmation, in case |
judged it expedient.  Rellecting, however, that to withdraw in disgust,
bielore 1 had further communication with higher authority, would, in the

L
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present stage of the business, only serve o confirm their suspicions, and
substantiate that jealousy which it was the primary object of the mission
to remoye.  Adverting also to the probability that the persons who suled
at Rangoon were inimicil (o the deputation, as inconsistent with their own
interests, and perhaps wore ignorant and at 2 loss how to ac.  Weighing
these considerations, together with the ceremonious and respectful manner
in which the deputation had been recéived on its first arrival, 1 judged it
most prudent to submit, lor some tne longer, 1o the irksomeness of my
situation; rather than 1ake a step so dicided as w exclude every avenue of
future l:ummunim:l‘.iun.

This moming 1 went on shore to our habitation, accompanied by Cap-
win Thomas, and Doctor Buclunan; we remained till noon, and returned
1 the ship without seeing any person ol note: wherever we directed
our steps, three or four Birman centinels Bllowed s closely, Whilst we
were ab the house, a present of milk, venisoq, fowls, and vegetubles, came
from tie Governor; and eleven buskets of rice; with a large tub of gee”
were sent on board the Sea-Horse for the use of the people. Payment was
offered, but positively refused; the messenger saying he was instructed 1o
receive my copnmands for whateyer necessaries we might require. Not any
person: belonging to the mission was yet allowed to enter the towst, or pur-
chase atticles st the market, nox could a servant goto a well 2 few yurds
from our dwelling to ferch wvater, without the atendance of a Birman
centinel ; no country boat was suffered w approach us, nor did uny mter-
caurse pass between the Sea-Horse and the vessels in the river.

1o this state of unpleasant restraint we passed the 241l and 25th; our
excursions from the ship extended 1o fBrther than the insulated habitation.
* Clarified lutter.
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Exery morming the usual preseot for our tble was segularly bronght, to
which was sometimes added fish of 2 good quality, thay which iy ealled in
Bengul the sable fish.  On the morning of ihei26th 1 went on shore ot an
early hour, accompunied by Doctor Boctmmn; the spring tides, which
prevailed since the time of our arvival, had now subsided, and. left 3 dey
foot-path in-the rear of the bouse, across the watericourse that surmunded
it, thereby opening 4 free communication with the coyntry. Doctor Bu.
chanan and mysell (ook the liberty to pass the boundary for the fisst time
Whien the Birman centinels perceived our intention, they consulled toge-
ther, as we imagined, whether or not they should interpose and prevent
us they however cantented themselves with Tollowing us, and vigilanily
observing all our actions. Pussing over some dry rice grourids, we reached
the place where the ceremony afburning the dead s tsually performeds
whilst we were examiniog the ruiss of @ decayed temple, @ messenger came
to inform me tlrat Baba-Sheen had arrived st the house « we immediately
went back; end found him waiting for ws. After the usual salutation, 1
asked " him if the courier He had dispitched to Pegue, was relumed? He
answered i the Afirmative; anddded, that 4s the letiers contained nothing

more than 3 notification of my-arrival, and customary compliments, the
Vmem;hndm:tl verbal reply, to signify that he would be ghid to sce
me and the rest of the English gentlemen at Pegues at the same time
commanding him t provide suituble boxts, and every requisite for our
journey, which Baba-Sheen s#tid would be in readiness in two or three
days; and that it wis his intention to precede us, it order to make the
riecessary arrangements for our reception.  This intimation was answered
on my part with a cool acknowledgment of the Vinemy'a civility : afler
expressing my surprize that be had not written, either to ngtify having
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received the Governor General's letter, or desire our company, I added,
that my paying a visic (o his Excellency was 2 matter which could not u
that time be determined. Baba:Sheen hoped that no impediment might
arise to prevent it, and begged to be favoured with a sight of the presents
intended for the Viceroy: T promised (o gratify his wish, provided he
would come on bozrd e Sex-Horses he appointed the following mem:-
ing; and ook his leave: m tlis visit he was accompanied by the Nak™*
haan, or news wiker beforomentioned

At pine eclock in the morning Baba-Sheen came on' board: we
were likewise hononred by thevisit of an unexpected personsge, The
Raywoon: or governor, who had before excused himsell on account of
indispesition; Joumd lis health sulbiciently’ mended to venture to the
ship, and by lis looks plainly evinced thar he hud not been long an
invalid: his appearance: bespoke him sixry yoars of age; his dress Wwas
militarys be carried 2 ewonl, and wore a tight coat of European broad
cloth, with gold buttonsal 4 ':;_lﬁﬂ.l. fuen, 2 fillet of muslin surroanded
his head, a picce of checquered Pegue silk, wiapped vound his waist,
and half concealest his thighs ; on his fe2t he wore the sandal of Pegue,
whicli resemibles those tsad. by the Sepoys of India: he was attendd by
seven o eiglt servants armed with sibres, one of whom caried # painted
box contuining beetle leal nlld.'nrli_ﬂ;l‘l._ll.l.l_..l unothier his writing materisls,
and 5 thivd & Hageors ef water, ot the neck of which was suspended: 2 large
gold cup, thal' served 253 cover 1o e fagzon, and a vissel to drink ot
of  ull these. I afierwards understood, were appendages of his dignity, as
well as articles of convenience. Aller o stight obeisance, for the Birmans
ere ol cermmonions fu their salututiong, he sat down’ on a chair pliced
on the quagter-deck, and i his copversation disploved more knowledge

X
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than T lad 25 yet discavered in oy of Lis countrymen: he informed me
His name was Seree Nunda Kiowza, that he had commanded the troops
which first enteved the British territories, and met General Erskine on the
borders of _lelillugm:_g, mentioning circutnstances thut left na room to
doubt his vesacity. Me seemedl cxcesdingly plessed to hear thut the
fugitive delinquents had been given up to the jusiic® of their country; and
Fexpressed himuell in hondsome terms of General Erskine, whose mode.
ration and good seust, he observed, prevented the effusion of much blood;
intimating also great doubt, s ) what might have been the issue of the
cotitest, had mutters been pushed to extremity. Of this fittle ebullition of
vanity | ook no notice, and, at the request of Biba-Sheen, ordered the pre-
sents designed for ihe Viceroy to be displayed: thiey cansisted of several
pieces of gold, silver, and plain muslin, three pieces of broad cloth, a picce
of velvet, and one ol Howered satin, o high fnished fowling-piece, 2

corabah of Persian rose-water, specimens of cut glass, and some smaller
articles. Our visitants examined them with close attension; one of their
Jtendants wrote an inventory an the spot, and, 1'afterwards undersiood,”

calgulated the yalue of each distiner urticle. The Raywoon expressing
approbation of the cloth, particularly that of a blue colour, I requested
permission to send & piece 1o bis houses fe vetumed a civil answer, in
general terms, without either declising or accepting my offer. After sonte
unimpartant conversation, they withdrew; aud at my desive, Gaptain
Thomaas safited the Raywoon with seven gum- shorily afterwards 1 sent »

. Eim‘_lﬁmﬂ nn:zprumdh] m:mﬂlﬁmm&nwmwm,&mm Endia
Company's Commlesioners, the pamiculars and value of the-presents that were broughe by
Lond Macariney, for the Emperor of Clia, Sir Geerge Swynioa's Emiussy, Vol, 1.
chap. gth.
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seyvant to him, with compliments, and the pices of cloth I had pro-
mised, which, 1o my no smull, surprisc, he declined, and rewurned by
the same messenger, apologizing for his vefusal, by saying; that certain
reasats prevented Bim al thur tims from meceiving mygman For this -
ambiguous - conduct T could no otherwise sccomnt, than hf ascriliing it
to that suspicious disrust. which was 'so plainly indicuted in all the
actions of this singular people.- »
The circumstances 1 luve related, togethier with many, olhq:rm;ymh
ol anthorised disrespect from difforsmt quariers, deterntined me 1o come to
a full and satisfactory eclaircissemant with the govermment of Rangoon,
before 1 would conseut to visit flie Viceroy al Pegue. 1 pursuance of
this resolftion, 1 sentienly iny the morning to Baba:-Sheen, desiving 1o see
him as sooun as convenient: He came to the house about ten o'clock:
Alter recapitulating the variows causes of wnbitaze which had been given
me, T added, dlo 2ll these reasons combined, which ywere still Ristlier
strengthened 'by the viﬁnm‘f's |m\'illg'r&umrd a vague, and verbaly reply
to the Govemor General's Jetler, contmey to their known usage. rendered it
impussible hrmmymnwdlnpcgm,mﬂheuhnuldcsphhlhn motives
of such mysierious conduct ; and I desired; thar if any douhmnm:&mtv
tained respecting the abjects of ‘my mission, or the nature of my designs,
(hiat be would express. himself freely, and give me an Gpportunity, by
removing them, to undecelve their government.  He replied, as usual, in
enquivocal termms, and by an assurance, tiat it was no more than what was
conformiable to custom. 1 said, 1 wax sorey for it, 4s our cistoms were 50
meomputilile with theirs: (hat | copld not, consisient with what 1 owed
to the dignity of my own government, longer submit o my present silus-
fion: that as their forms and ours differed so widely, and, from what he



150 EMUBASSY TO AVA.

suid, were not likely to correspond, without a derogatory comyessim on one
part or the other, (here wiss uo belp for ity we could not apply the reoedy,
and should pirt a8 we had met, on terms of murval good will and [riendship:
As 1 had thus far acquicsced; Baba-Sheen did ot expect that matlers
would take such a turn ; intelligenice of my srrival had beew forwarded (o
the codrt, and the autliors of my departure would be subject to its dis-
plegsiire: be appearcd alirmed, and carnestly asked,—* What is it you
desire " I yeplied, immediate rolease from all persony] vestraint; that the
spies which were stationed on board the Sea-Horse, and the centinels that
accompanied avery bt that lef, or cume Lo, the shiip, should be removed;
thiat my servants should kave the same liberty that the servants of other
strangers enjoyed, wilh leave to purchiase what they wanted ; %that boats
from - the shipping in the river should have free access, snd the com-
maniders permission to visit me; that Mr. Wood should have safe: conduct
{0 the Viceroy of Peauie, to receive in person either a verbal acknowledg-
ment of the Governor General's letter; and an invitation to me to yisid
Pegue, or bring with him @ written reply+ that unless. these yeasonable
requisitions were acceded 1o, 1 must beg leave to depart, which I should de
on the most amicable verms; and only régret that the public character 1 id
the honour to fill, did net admit of concessions on my part, which would
be considered 45 humilisting iy my countrymen, To this Baba-Sheen
answeral in is lormer strain, endeavouring to amuse me by.a slory quite
impertinent to the ﬁui_:jm:h 1 told him it was yery well: the English and
Birman mations, 1 hoped, would Ipng:mu'i_m:;é to maintain 2 frendly inter-
cotrse : at the ssme time begged to be fuvoured with liis commands to
Culcutta. He then entreated of'me to lay aside my intention, and assigned
as a reason for the Viceroy's not writing, that he had no personwith him
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who understood eitlier Persian or Englisl ¢ this was not true, for Liuew,
that ‘the Mussylman merchant, who interpreted on the 22ad, carried the
letiers* 4o him, inarder to explain.them:  Finding that 1 was determined,
he said hie wottld consult the Raywoon, and give me 4 reply in the after-
noan: he then ook bis leave,

Al fbur o'clock, Mr. Wood and myssll met the Raywoot and Baba,
Sheen, at our habitation; they came impmiajd,h}r,.; numerous train of
followers; among others, the Nak-haan attended to listen o, and note the
conversation. At this interview every pet:uasife;m was used to prevail
on me/to forego my intention of departure, witheu( their asseating o my
pmﬁmiﬂﬁm they even condescended 1o ask it asa favour. 1, however,
t:ionl.imn_d“iﬂﬂeﬂb_le;: at Useir desire, I recapitalated the terms on which
alone 1 would consent fo remain. After talking lor tiyee hours to no
purpose, and offcting to, yicld in some things, they at length agreed o
give up every point, Ms, Wood was 1o sccompany Babu-Sheen 1o
Pegue; the captiins of “the English ships were to have lree access: our
attendants liberty to purchase what they wanted, and 1o go where they
pleased ; the spies stationed on bourd the Sea-Horse were 1o be removed;;
and boats suflereil 10 pass frow the ship o the shore without a Bifman

centinel. These matters: being stipulated, and @ punciual perfomnce

solemnly promised, | relinguished sy design of going sway for the pre-
sent; and we pasted with appatent contestment aod good humour on
both sides.

The moming of the 29th produced a sutisfictofy adjistiment of every
point in cantention, by an unmrlified acquiescence on the part of the

* The lettess of the Gavesnor General to the Emperar and the Viceroy, wers written in
Birman, Periian, srd English, T always sroote in Persian, anil ln Engfish. °
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Rangoon government, to my several equisitions: At ten u'clock the
captains of the principal English ships it the dver visited me at the
house, accompamied: by Baba-Sheen, tht-sp:ﬂ were withdrawn. from
the skip, and our people permitted to/go to the Bazar, or market, without
molestation,

.
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Consent to go Lo Pague before the returndf Mr. Food —Suspicians of the
Birmans awakened by designing Persons.—Hespitable Reception: ex-
periencad by Foreign Merchants af Rangoon—Characers of Men in
Office—Arts used to counteracd the English Depulation—Mr. HWaod
deparls from Rangoon—politeness of the Raywoon.—Embark for Pegue
—bring to during the Ebd of Tide—sppearance of the Country—yfind
the Remains of two Deer, half devouyed by Tigers—Rick Soil—
Country destitute of Population, and infested by wild Heasts.

A the eamesi solicitaton of Baba-Sheen, 1 consénted ta embark for
Pegue on the 3¥st of March, and ot wait the veturn of Mr. Wood, as
[ hiad 4t first intended. The aminl festival at the great temple of Pegue
was about o be cedebrated with sulllpthuus mgniﬁm; and the Viceroy
had expressed a particular desire that the English gentlemen shodld wilness
the rejoicings. 1 told Baba:Sheen thae I would telinquish my original
determination on this point, as'a mark of my confidence in him, and per-
fect Gonviction of the friendly inclinations of the Vicersy.

Previous to this amicable termination of 2 iﬁﬂgfmﬂll, vehich ar Brse
bore un inavspiciots appearance, T had conjectared what were the real
motives of their distrust, and my conclusions afierwards proved lo be
rightly founded. Pride, the wammal chiracleristic of the Birmans, was
inflamed by the arts of designing men, and suspicion was awakened by
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misvepresentation.  The: Birmans; seisible of the advantages of :rmunn:m.
bul inexpert in the practice, desirous fo dmprove, but uun:qmmmd withe
e principles of trade. had of late years given: tolovation Lo all seews,
and invitell strumgzers of ‘every, nation to resort to/their ports; and being
themselves [ree: from those prejudices of cast, which shackle their Indian
noighbours; they pormitted loreiguers to intennarry, and settle amongst
them. ! But their country had been so much harassed by -wars awith
neighbouring nations, and tem by revolis and domestic dissensions, that
teade was frequendy interrupted, and sometimes entirely stopped ; property
Dhuring the short intervids of tnuiquillity, sbscure adventurers, and outcasts
frire #lcountries of 4lie east, had focked o Rangoon, where they were
recived with hespitality by a liberal nation: smong ‘these, the industrious
few soon acquired wealth by means of their superior kuawledge. - The
Parsees, the Armetiiany, and a small prapertion of Mussulmen, engrossed
ik largest share of the trade of Rangoon; and individuals from their mum-
ber were frequently selected by government \o fill cmployments: of trust
thut reluted to trade, and transivtions with foreigners) the duties of which
the Birmians sipposeditlal sucly pesous eould perfomy better than them-
selies. | (Baba-She=ss, hoyn in the Birman counry, of Armenian pareuts;
hadd obtained the high office he held by his skilliin husiness; and his-general
knowledge.| The descendant ofa Portuguese Ramily, named Jannsee, whose
drigin was yery o, and whs i the early pant of ‘his life had been
aceused 3§ @0 accessary 1o 3 piratical seizueerol an English vessel; wus
invested with the important office of Shawbundet or intendant of the port.
and receiver of the pott customs.  This siaw appesred to perform the duties
of lis stagion with diligence. The (own) sl Rangosn was indebted. ta iz
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:mtiv"g}- for the pavement of its streets, for several well built wooden
bridges, and a whark, which, extending into the river, atd raisad on posts,
enabled the shipy to deliver and receive cargoes withour the assistance of
river craft: under his direction also, 3 spacious custom house had: luely
been erected. ‘This is the only lay building in Rangoon that is not con-
striscted of woody it s compostd of brick and mortar, and the roof
covered with tiles ; within, there are a number of wooden stages for the
reception of balo goods. Notwithstanding the respect which the: energy
of Jaumsee’s character hud obtained, the Bitmans were by no meins insén-
sible of the meamness of bis extraction & his want of educution was & matter
of derision among them: althoughan inhubiiant of the Birman counery
nur-fuﬂ_y‘ years, and 2 great pant of the time an officer of government, he
cottld neither read nor write, and even spoke their lingige linperiectly.
We were unfortimate  in his happening 1o be at Ava @t the time of our
arrival, whither he hud gone to render up his  annual agcounis: had he
been un the spot, it s probable he would have obvinted several of the
inconvenient circumsiancs attending our first introduction. ’

The chatacter of Baba-Sheen was strikingly contrasted with that of the
Shuwbunder; he was o man of general knowledge, and deemed by the
Birmans an accomplishied scholar: he was better acquainted with the
history, polities, and geography of Evrope, thar iy Asiatic I ever con-
versed withz his learning was universal, being slightly versed in abnosi
every science; but his information; extensive 55 it was, although it gained
him employment, could not procure him: confidences e wus saild 1o be
deficient in other essentil requisites.

Several private merchants had also sequired influence i llmgwm
Bawangee. a Parsee of considerable eredit, hud interest to progure apartial

Y
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mitigntion of dutles on his merchandize, in consideration of supplyivg
atmually 2 gertain number of frelocks for the royal arsenal acob
Aguizar, an Armenian, to whom 1 kad letiers of credit, dealt largely in
foreighy commeditivs, These people uaturally behold with a jealous eye,
any advance of ¥ commerciul nature, thac might tend to diminish: their
influence; and deprive them of that dictatorial power, whicls they” assume
and exercise over all merthants und mariners that resort to Rangoon ;: but
of nome ure they so apprebensive as of the English; a couneciion  with
whom might teach the Bimmans 1o transact foreign. business without their
assistanice, and give thema more adequate sense ol their awn inferests.
Under these fears they Tad long been disseminating the sceds of suspicion,
and waming the Birmans 1o be on theiy guard against British fraud; as
well-as British forees but no seonerdid they hear of the present deputa-
tion, than the alarm bell was sounded from all quatters; They represented
(as T was credibly informed) our designs o be of the most mischievous
tendency s ‘dnd even endéavoured to work on (he superstition of the
people, by (he solemn promulgation of a prophecy, that in less than owelve
montlis the English colours would fly o the Rangooh fag-staff. These
artifices, however which were Hotnow practised for the first time, although
they contd niot decdive the Birmans, still it is probable were not ltoge-
ther void of effecty nor is it 1o be wondered at, that our rw:ptmn,thnugh
respectiiil from the deputation that came down o mest W5, Was hot per-
Tectly cordial. There is 3o reason to conlude, that the provincial offi-
tmnl‘llnngoonhmrmrl in what manner they ought 1o sct, not baving
céceived precise instructions for the vegulation of tlieir conduct tewards
us, in matters ol ceremony.

Cunﬂlmahly!u Wmmngmmh Mr. Weod lefi us on- il
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preceding night, and, accompanicd by Baba-Sheen, set ont for Pogue ina
commodious boat, well protected from the weather. This day the captains
of the principal ships inthe river dined with me an shire. The Raywoots,
knowing that ['was to have company, sent @ whole anelope; with Indizn
vegetdbles inabundance 3 smd acquainted me, that:boats would be in rea-

diness fur us on the following day at' rivor, as I had pi‘prﬁi_wd.m leave
Rungoon by theevening's tide: ; s=i

+ The momaing of the. lollowing day was spent in prepartion fov om

journey o Pegue. Having now come (6 & right amderstanding with per-
sons in power, 1did not seruple to/send. on'shiore part of iy heavy bag-
gage; which was deposited in the liouse, under charge of thiree soldiors,
and some servants, whom we were obliged to leave behind on account of
indisposition:  The presents for his Majesty were bot takeny out of the
ship, as:many. of the articles were of a britlle narove, and Hable to injury
lrom vemowval,, Likewise drew up ashort letter of instructions for Captam
Thomas, leaving him inmost cases a latitude to act from the dictates of
his own discretion, on which { knew I mish! wilh safeiy rely 5 at the same
time | pointed owl the propriety of using every means to concilinte. the
inbabitants, and cautioncd b 10, repress, In his Evropean srew, tht
thoughiless inwmpesance which is ihe cluracteristic of Britsh seumen
whea they get on shore. _

Abuut toon thrée baats vete - i readings at  the cresk aear our .-.iumll
ing. The me designed for my eonveyunce was comlortalile, according 1
Birman notions of accommodation. It consisted of three small compars-
ments, pattitioned by fine mats, weatly fastened to slips of bawboo cang:
the inner rodm was lined with Iudidn chintz; the ool baweyer, wus;so
dow as not to admil of & person standing. upright: an incopvenignce
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searcely to be endured by s European, but not ar all regarded by 'Asia-
tes, "It was rowed by twelve Birman watermen, who used short ours;
. made i the English form, and who secmed to understand their busizess.
A large heavy ‘boat’ was provided for the soldiers and our domestics;
and'a smill cutter attended 26 3 kitehien: the boal destined for Dr: Bucha-
nitn id not apvive until 1t was daek, and being a very indifferent one, we
imagired i was kept out of sight for that reason,

“The moutli of the Siriam or Pegué river, where it joins with that of
Rangoon, is about three miles’ beélow the town ;. we therelore waited il
the ebb tide was nearly speut, in order (o drop down, and take the first of
the Hood to ascend ihe river of Pegue: At cight o'cloek at night we em-
barked; accompanied by two war-boats, in one of which was the Nak-
huan of Rangootr, and in thé ather un inferdor officer; sblack Portugueze
in the service of the provincial government, who spoke the language of
Hindostan, came 25 olficial interpreter: we had Jikewise anather Portu-
gueze; named Pauntchoo, who engaged in my service at the Andaman
island, whither he had come from Bassien, as a_trader in twbicco and
small articles, for the supply of the colony, This mun was a valusble a¢-
quisition 1o me duripg the mission; he spoke the Birman language
Auently, and that of Hindostan intelligibly : the latter was the medium |
commonly used i my conversations with Birmans, anil was seldom at
a loss 10 find some person that understood it On arriving at the month of
the Pegue river, we brought to, and waited un hour for the turn of tide,
which, during the springs, nins with considerable violence. On the first of
the Bood, we weighed, and used our oars : neap tides provailing, the boats
made but slow progress, about four miles an howr, continuing 3t that rate fr
seven hours; when we again stopped, and fastened our boats 1o the bank:

- .
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Early in the morhing De. Buchanan and mysellwalked out with. our
guns, accompanied by lalf a dozen attendants = the coumtry round, as fay
a3 our wicw cotld. reach, displayed  level plain, with clumps of trees at
distant. intervals ;@ thick reedy grass had grown in some places very
high /in ethers; where it bad been burnt, there appeared good pasturage
for.caitle 3. we saw the. embanked divisions of & few sice plantations, and
discovered the vestiges of, former culture and population ; but during a
walk of two howrs the eyc was not gratified with the sight of house or
inhabitant: desolated by the contentions of the Birmans and Peguers, the
couatry had not yet reovered fron the ravages o war, In our walk we
absryed many tracks of wild elephants, the spots where hogs had rooted,
angd leen tain, and found (he remains of two antelopes that had. receatly
beew killed, and were half devoured by tigers, The Doctar 2nd mysell
fired at dedr without success. The bunks op each sids the river are low;
and ke fand séems adapted 1o produce excellent crops ; but il is now
quite deserted, and bocome the undisputed domain of the wild beasts of
the forest; d ta
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CHAPTER IV,

Arride al Pegue—polile Receplion—inviled to the Celebration of the Annual
' Festival—Procession described —Sports in konowr of the Day— Pugi-
- listic Exercises—DBirmans exper! al Wiestling —Formal Introduction
1o the Maywoon, or Viceroy—Companies from the different Districts
" of the Province pass in Review.—Grand Display of Fire-works—
orderly and sober Demeanour of the Populace—Curiosity of the Bir-
mans.—Atlention of the Ficeroy to our Accommodation.—Invited to o
Dramalic Represenlation.— Siamese Aclors—an extraordinary Per-
[former—Description of the Play—Birmans close the Year with o
purificaiory Ceremonial, in which the Eﬂg_ff.'tﬁ Cenilemen bear a pari.

At noon we got under way, wid soon pissed 4 village on the Tight,
cnnsi.u.ing of about twenty howses s the river gmdmll} diminished in
breadih, and a1 this place was ot more than forty yards wide, the banks
covered with coppice and long feeds: after passing another and larger
village, where there was 2 chokey or watch-louse, we protesded through
:1 cultivated country, and numerous villages sppeared on each side. At
seven i the evening we were in sight of Pegue, and judged [h:tﬁﬂ.lm:ﬂly
water from Rangoon to be thout ninety miles, most part of the way i a
northward ﬂira‘liﬂll; but the windings of the river aré so greal, that the
road in a straight lme must be much less.  When we upproached the
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landing place, Mr..Wood came down to meet us, and the favourable
account he gave of his reception, added not-a little 1o the satisfaction of
haying fimshed ‘our journey : we also found Baba-Sheen ou the: bank
waiting our arrival. This personage condutied s with greal civility to our
lm.bitaliml. -thh:h we wmpkzmd a fnding Gy mpuri:or to um we h:rl
g_:m: nl' lllcd:rﬂr.nt oW, I:mt mthm the fortificd lines of the ancient ﬂi}'

Like Birman houses ip general, it was raised between tires: und four foot
from the ground, composed whally of bamboos and mats, and indifferently
thatched : this is a defect thal extends universally to their own dwellings,
and affords matter of surpiise, in a coutiry where the coarse grass used
far thatching, is so plentiful, We had each a small spartment, as a bed-
chamber, with carpets spread over the mats, and a larger mom to dine in,
and 1o receive visitors: s were also erécted for our attendants ; and a
bamboo palisade, inclosing 2 court sufficiently spacious.surrounded the
whole. We altogether hud reason to be satisfied with our diwelling s it was
commodious, according to the ideas of the people themselyes, and we had
06 vight to eomplain of thut which was well intended. Shortly afier our
arrival, two n[ﬁccrs ol government waited on me, with compliments of
congratubution from the Muywoon; they stayed but 2 short rime, perceiy-
ing that we were husy it ATAZING CONVEIIENCES fior tlie night,

Our. servanis were occupied during the greater part of the next day,
in bnugmg,up our bagguge Enm the boats to the house, a distance of
pearly hulf 3 mile: In the aliernoon an efficer culled Clle-Key, second in
rank to the Maywoon, and the Scre-doges, or seeretury of the provincial
government, accompanied by Baba-Sheen, paid us a visit to tea.. They
informed me that the Maywoon, or Vicetoy, whe had been much engaged

) |
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in directing the preparations for the ensuing festival, hoped that we would

‘wave ceremiony, and give him our company on the following moraing at
the great wemple of Shoemadoo, to view the amusements of the first day?
an invitation that [ gladly acéepted from motives of cuiosity. as well as ol
respect.

At eight o'clock in the morning Baba-Sheen arrived, in order fo con-
duct us to the temple; he brought with him three small horses, equipped
with saddles and bridles. resembling those used by the higher ranks of the
inlabitants of Hindostan. Aller breakfast, Mr. Wood, Doctor Buchanan,
officer belonging Lo the Maywoon's househyld, also on horseback, set out
th view the cevemony. We entered the new town by the nearest gate,
and proceeded upwards of 4 quarter of 3 mile through the principal street
till we came to where it was crossed at right angles by another, which
led from the Maywoon's residence 1o the temple: here onr progress was
stopped by a great concourse of poiple, and we perceived on cach side of
the way, troops marching by single files in slow: lime, towards the temple.
By the advice of Baba-Sheen, we occispied & convenient spot to view the
procession. The troops that we saw, were the Maywoon's guard ; five o
six hundred men passed us in this manner; wretehedly armed, and cquip.
ped; many had muskets that appeared ina very mmserviceable: state,
with accoutrements not in 4 smore respectable condition; some were pro-
vided with spears, others with sabres: whilst their dress was a5 motley as
their weapans,  Several were nuked to thie middle, having ouly 2 Kummer-
bam, oy waisicloth, rolled round their waist, and passed between their
legs ; some were dressed in old velvet, or clath couts, which they put on
regandless of size or fashion, dlthough it scarce’ covered their nukedness.
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or trailed on the ground : L was fiiery, and Imery in any shape was welcome.
Some wore Dutch broad brimmied: hats, bound with gold lace; others the
crowns of hitts, without any brim st all the officers of this' marifal band,
who were for the most part Chiristian descendants of Portiguere amcestors,
exhibited a very grotesque appearance, The first personages of rank tat
passed by were three children of the Maywoon, borae mtride upon men's
shoulders; the eldest, a boy abour eight years ol age; the youngest, ® il
wot more than five; the lajter only was legitimate, being the first born of
his presetit wife: the two elder were the offsprings of concubines: The
Maywoon (ollowed a4t short distance; mounted on' the netk of & very
fine elephunt, which he guided himsell. His dress was handsome and be-
coming, he had on a durk velvet robe with long sleeves, trimmed with
broad gold lace, uud oi lis Head he wore a conical cip of the same
material, vichly embroidered: 4 number of parade elephants in wwdsy
housings brought up the rear. Aswe had not been farmally, introduced,
he passed. by, without bonouring s with any notice. Proceeding to the
loot of the steps-that lead fo the pagoda, bis elepliunt knél down w suffer
him to aliglr. Whilst be was in the performance of this act, the parade
clephants knelt also; and the crowd that followed squatied on their heels.
Having ascended the Hight of steps be put off his shoes) wnd walked once
rowsd the tzmple without bis ambrelly, which was, faid sside owt of
reverence tothe sanctity of the place. When he hud firiihied tlits cereinony,
he proceeded (6 the stdne of amusement, & sort.of theatre erecled atan angle
of the:area of the temple.  Two siloons, oy open lally, sepurute Fom the
greut building: formed twa sidessof the thentre, whieh was shout filty feet
spuare, covered by an awning' of grass, spread on o Mt rool” of slender
caugs, supporied i.h']r:immlm- polés. Bengathithe projecting veérge of the
Z
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‘roof of one of the saloons, there:was an elevated seat, with 2 handsoms
canopy of cloth, for the accommotlation of the Maywoon and his thres
childrens and on & bare banch bencath him sat the principal officers of
his court, ‘O the lefvside of the theatre; a similar canopy und chair were
erected for the Maywoon of Martaban, who happened at this time to be
passiti by (0 take possession of his goverment. Oppiosite to him, under
the rosf of 'the other suluan, seats were provided for the Englisly gentle-
met, covered with fine carpeting, bt withoul any canopy. The diversioss
of this diay consisted entirely of boxing and wrestling. In-ores (o prevent
injury o the ehampiouns, the ground had bieent pirepared, wnd mnde soft with
moistenedsand. At the latter exercise thiey seemed to 'be very expert: a
short, stovt man was particnlarly distinguished for his superior skill and
strength s we were ‘told, that in former cantesty he lad Killed twao of his
antagonists, The first that encountered Wi on the present occasion, though
much superior in size, was, after 4 short struggle, pitched on hishead, and,
as the Lystanders said, severely burt. Many others displayed great activity
and addresss but in the art of boxing they seetied very deficiont, natwith-
standing they used fiss, knees; and clbows. The battles were of shont
duration: ‘blood drawn en either side terminated the contest; and even
without it, the Maywoon would not. sulfir them:to consend long. At the
end of an engagement botl comlsirants appreached the Maywoon's throne,
and prostrated themselves belore him, witly their lureheads to the ground,
wwhilst an attendant spread on the: shonlders of each two pieses of colton
loth, as the reward of their exertions, which they esrried away in a
crouching positioty; until ey mingled with the erowd. The places of
those who retired were immediately filled by fresh pugilists, This amuse-
cent lasted for thyee Liours, until we became quite weary of it5 tea and
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swestmests in great profusion were afterwands served 1o us, In the name of
the Maywoon. We deparied without ceremony;, and got home sbour four
o'clock, extremely oppressed by theintenss heat of the sweather,

In the moming an eyrly messago came from: the Maywoon, intimats
mg that he hoped 1o sec us that day at the government-house. Baba-
Sheen also made & tender of his services to introduce us to the Praw, or
loreds who belsig veady at the Bour appointed, we set out on' horseback
to pay our visit of ceremony, preceded by, the soldiers of the guard, and
our personal attendants. Six Birmans also walked in Eﬂﬂl{b&lﬁng the
articles intended a5 o present, which congisted of silks, satins, velvets,
gold, Howered and plain muslins, some broad cloth, and o lasdsoms sil-
ver-mounted ﬁ:wﬁng' pincc. In this order we marched lhrnughu the tewn,
the objecs ol universal curiosity, till we reached the gate of an inclosure
surrounding the Maywoon'sdwelling. It was mude of Bosrds railed ta posts
twelve or hirtesn: feet Ligh, and comprehended o spacivus square, in the
centre of which stood the: governor's residence. There were likowise some
smaller houses irregularly disposed, approprinted, as we wmderstood, to the
several members of the Maywoon's [amily. We pulled off onr shoes at the
boumnm'.t!mﬂmhnd mmhmdmmunlm from whence, turne
ing to the right, we uscended three steps into a hall; where 3 number of
persons, ranged on exch side, were sitting with their legs inverted. waiting
the entrance ofitlie Maywoon. Instrucied by Buba-Sheen, we fook eur
seats on small curpess spread i ihe middle of the roam;, infrent of & par-
row gallery, elevated shout two feet from the floon and railed in; with the
presents placed belore ns'on trays. Ino 3 Bw' mindtes the Maywoor
entered | by 2 door 3t one end of the gallery; ‘we made no oheisnce, us
none was desired; but his attendants erouched to the gnmnd.' He: sat
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down, and silence was ‘kept for some time, which 1 first interrupted, by
telling him, through Baba-Sheetr, that the Governor-General of India,
having received his friendly letter, and being well assured of the anicable
disposition of the Birman government towards the English mation, had
charged me with the defivery of letters and presents to his Majesty ‘a1
Avz, and had likewise requested his acceptance of @ few articles which
I'had brought with me. I then rose, and presented the Governor
General's letter; heakaid it on the tray before Lim, talked of mdifferent
matters, and was extremely polite in his expressions and manner, but
corefully avoided all discourse that had the least relution (o business, of
the objects of the embassy. Afier hall” an hour's conversation, chiielly: an
‘uninteresting topics, he invited us to 2 gl'anddlqﬂ&y of fireworks, which
wias to take place on the following day, and soon after withdrew uncere-
moniously: tea and sweetmeals were then sorved wp, Having tasted of
what was set before us, we were conducted by Baba-Sheen 10 thie outer
balcony, to view the different companies puss by that intended 10 exhibit
fueworks on the foHowing day.

It 1s the custom, on this occasion, for the seversl Mious or districss,
whose situation is not too remote, to select and send & number of men and
women from their community to represent them at the general festival :
these companies vie with each other in the magnificence of their fire-
works, and an the eve of celebiration pass the government house in review
_ before the Maywoon and his fumily, each company distinet. A small
waggon, drawn by Four buffloes; profusely decorated  with peacocks’
feathers, and the tails of Thibet cows, led ‘the procession, ou. which
were Laid the foreworks of thut particular company: next advanced: the
men belonging to if, dancing and showting; the females, in a sepurate
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oo, came last, singing in full chosus, and clapping their Lands in accu-
rately measured time. They, for the most part, appearedd o be girls from
sixteen to twenty years of age, comsly, and well made, but their feanires
were without the deticacy of the damsels of Hindostan, or the bloom of
the. soft Circissian beauties, In every company of young womer, there:
were a fow aged matmns, probably as a check on the vivacity of youth;
the seniors; lunyever, seemed ta join it ulie festivity with juvenile a;rrighh—
finess, Refreshments were aguin served up (0 us, agd we returted home
about two o'clock.

At eight in the moming great crowds had assembled oo the plain
without the swckade of the preseat towi, but within the walls of an-
cient Pegue; three temporary sheds were erected on the middle of the
green; apart from eack other, one for the: reception of the Maywobu and
lis family, anotier for the Martaban goveror and a thied for our
<ccommodation. Commo spectators, Lo the number of ‘miny thousands,
were scattered in groups over thie plain 3 each divisivn 6r company exhi-
bited in turh its own frewotks: the display of sogkeis was strikingly
grand, but nothing else merited aticntion. Tlie cylinders of the rockets
were trunks of trees holiowed, many of them seven or eight feet long,
od from two to (hree feet in circumference; these were Lound by
strong ligatures to thick bamboos; eighteen vr twenty feet i fength ;. they
rose to a ‘great height, and in descending emitted various appearances of
fire thist were very beautiful. The time uppointed for the amusement con-
siderably diminished the effect, but it was chosen from an kumine apprelien-
sion of injury o the people by the fall of extingiished rockets, which must
lave rendered the divession, during the night, exteemely dungerous. Not-
withstanding this precaution, 2 maxn was unfortunate enough to be i the
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wity of one that killed Lim on the spot. Each company, afier conteibuting:
its share towards the goneral entertainment, marched past the Maywoom, to:
the sound of musical instruments; after which they proceeded to our shed:
with songs and dances, © the pipe and the tabor," uumﬂnmg every lively
demonstration of jpy. .

It was a spectacle not less pleasing thau novel to an Eurpmn,itn,-witi
ness such a concourse of people of all classes, brought together for the pur-
poses. of hilarity and spori, without their committing one act of intem-
perance, or being disgraced by » single instance of intoxication. What
scenes of riot and debanchery would not a snmhr festival in hie vicinity
of any capital town of Great Britain incvitably produce ! The reflection is
Iumiliating to an Englishmar, boweyer proud he may feel of the mational
character, -

During the four following days we enjoyed a respile from public shows
and cureﬁnnia_ls’,- atid hud leisure for ohservation s notwithstanding our hall in
a morniag, was gencerally crowded, as every person of distinetion in Pegue
paid me the compliment of x visit, except the Maywooi, who, within the
precinets of his own government, where herepresents the king, never returns
a visit, Numbers, both of men;and women, prompted by hammless curio-
sity, surrounded the paling of the inclosure lrom morning Gl night ; those
of & better class ususily .Gome in, some previously asking permission, but
many entered without it. Perfectly free from sestraint among themsolves,
the Birmans scruple not 10 go into your house without cereniony, although
you arean utter stranger. To do them justice, however. they are not st all
displeased at your taking the same freedom with them. This intrusion is.
confined wholly to your public room ; they do nol attempt to open u door;
und where 3 curtain dropped denotes privacy, they never offer to violate
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the barrier. On entefing the room they immediately descend into the

posture of respect. OFull our customs none seemed to surprise them

more than the preparations for ‘dining: the variety of utensils, and our
manner of sitting at a'table, excited their swonder 1 they never ook any

greater liberty than’ merely to'come into' the room, and sit down on the

Hoor:  they meddled witl noiling, and asked for nothing, and When de-

sited to go wway always obeyed with ehiceiftlness, Had wntold gold been
placed before them, T am confident not & piece would have been purloined

Among the mén of rank that visited vs, an officer calied Seree Dogee
favouved us with his company more-frequently than the rest s be helll, by
commission from the King, the place of chiel provincial secretary, and

jemior judge of the eviminal court; this gentleman often partook of our
dinner, and seemed o relish our fare, but could mot ‘he prevailed on to
taste-wine or strong liquors; he was much pleased with the English mode
of making tea, of which lie drank copiously ;- indeed it is a beverage highly

palatable to all ranks of Birmans.

Aliliough, frem the established forms of diplomatic etiquette, we had
litele pc!'smml intercatrse with the Maywoon, yet he was not deficient in
attention; Me sent Targe supplies of rice, oil, gee, preserved tamarinds,
and spices, fur our Indian attendants ; presenis also of Froit wd flowers
were duily brought to me in ‘his name. As their religion forbids the
slaughter of amy but wild unimals for the purposes of food, he did not offer
anry thing for the use of the table; bt our servants had liberty to purchiase
whitever they wanted. ‘Fowls, kid, and venison constituted our principal
dislies; the two frst we procured inabundance, and of 3 wood quality ; the
venison was meager, but well tasted, and miide exeellent soupy it was
chiefly the willl antelope; with which the country abounds. Having among
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my people two bakers, and a person who undesstdod making butter, we
were seldom without these w{ﬁlaﬁﬁ:ﬁ ol a lerable quality. Whatever
we had occasion 1o kill was slain in the night, 1o avoid offending the preju-
dices of the people, who, so far from seeking cause of offence, were inclined
tomake everyliberal allowance for the usage of foreigners. The Maywoou
politely ordered a pair of horses of the Pegue breed, small, but handsome xnd
spirited, to be selected, and sent to us, from his own stud, accompanied by
two grooms, one to attend ont each harses a temporiry stable was erected
for them within the paling of our coutt, where they continued whilst
we remained at Pegue, and afforded us the ;nm'-nf exercise and plessing
recreation.  Being now commodiously setiled, I'mvited (':Ipmi'u Thomas
from Rangeon, to spend 2 lew days with us; be accepted my iivitation,
and came up in a boat provided by the intendant of the port, having
previously arranged the concerns of his ship, and the mode of supplying
the erew during his absence.

The solar year of the Birmuns was now driwing to a closs, wnd (1
three last days are usvally speut by them in merriment and feasting; we
wert invited by the Maywoon to be present en the eveuing of the 10th
of April, at the exhibition of a dramatic representdsion.

At a little before eight o'clock, the hour when the pliy was to com-
mence, we proceeded to the house of the Maywoon, accompanied by Buba-
Sheen, who, on all occasions, acled s master of the ceremonies. The
theare was the open court, splendidly luminited by lamps and torches ;-
the Maywoon and liis lady sat in a projecting balcony of his house ; we
ocoupied seats below hiny, riised about  two feet from the ground and
covered with carpetss a crowd of spettators were sedted ina circle round
the stage. The performance: began Inmedintely ot our arrival, and Ex
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excelled any Inditn drama | hasl ever seen,  The dindogue was spirited,
without rant, and the action znimated, without being extravagunt: the
dresses of the: Pﬂﬂniﬁl performers were shmv;r and becomiing. I was tokd
that the best. actors-were wtives of: Siim, @ ratiot which thougl unable
(o conterdl with (i Bivmans aml Peguers in war, haye cultivated with
more success the refined ynis of peace. By way of an interlude between
the ucts, a clownish bulloon mtamugd the audience witht a recital of
different passages, and by grimuce, and frequent alierations of tape and
copmteniance, exteried Imuipe:ahql‘ laughter from the spectators, The
Birmuns seem to-delight in mxmu:lu.-y and are very expert. ity the prac-
tice, possessing umcommon versatility of countenance. An eIminent pracs
tiioner ol this art amused us with 2 W,n!‘h_u skill, at our own
honse, and, to our no small astonishment, exhibited a masterly display of
the passions, in pantomimic looks and gestures: the: transitions ke made
from, pain to pleasure, from joy o despair, from fage to mildoess, from!
lgughter 1o tears; his expression of tevror, and, sbove all, his look of
idiotism, wers perlormances of first rate merit in their line, and we
agreed in opinion, that kad his fites decreed him (o have been a native of
Great Britain, lis. genivis would have rivalled that of sny modern come--
dian of the English stuge.

The plot of the drama performed this evening, 1.understood, was:taken
firom the sacred text of the Rumayan of Balnitee™, 4 work of high authority
amongst the Hindoos, 1t represented the battles of the holy Ram and the
impious Rahwaan, chief of the Rakuss, or demous, Lo revenge the mpe of:
Seeta, the wife of Ram. who was forcibly carricd away by Ruliwaan, and
bound undee g spells of andmuzmpm Vicissitudes of fortung took place.

* Called by Siz Wiltiam Joties, Valinize.
An
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during the performance, thiat seemed highly interesting. to the audience.
Ram was at length wounded by a poisoned artows, the sages skilled in
medicine consulted on his cure; they discovered, that on the mountain
Indragurry grew a certain tree that produced a gum, which was a sove:
reign  antidlote, againgt. the deleterious elfects of poisons. but the distance
wits so.greal that none could be found to undertake the journey : at length
Honymaan," leader of the aroy of apes, offered 10 go in quest of it When
he arrived at the place, being uncertain which was. the tree; he took up
hiall the mountain, and trosported it with ease ; thus was the cure of
Ram happily effected, the enchantment was broken, and the piece ended
with a dance, and songs of trinmph.

On the 12th oF April, the st day of the Birman year, we were invited
by the Miywomm to beay a part ourselves in a sport that is universally
practised throughout the Birman dominions on the concluding day of their
annual cyche. To walh away the lnipuritics of the past. 4nd commence
the new yeur free Trom stuin, women on this dsy are ac::nalnuml to throg
water on overy man thEY«IIlﬂEh.WhiCh themen have ﬂmpﬁ\'ilcg_c-_ of retorting ;
this licence gives rise to & great deil of hurmless mermiment, particularly
amongsl the young women, who, armed with Kirge syringesand flaggons,
cadeavour to wet every man that £oes along the street, and, in their turn,
receive a wetting with perlest good humour ;s nor is the smallest indecency
ever munilested in this or in any other of their sports, Dirty water is
never cast 3 3 man is not allowed to luy hold of a woman, but may fling

* Honymaan it worshipped by the Hindoos under the form of n ape, and izone of
the tast frequent chiccrs of their aloration : slmost every Hindoo pagoda has this figure
delinested in some part ofit. Honymasn is the teem wzed by the Hindoos to denste 3 large

apes
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25 much water over hier as he pleases, provided she has been the aggres-
sors but if 2 woman wamns a man that she does not mean fo join in the
diversion; it is contidered a8 an avowal of pregnancy, and she passes withs
out molestation. |

About an hour befure sunset we went to the Maywoon's, and found
that lis Indy had provided plentifully to give us & wet recoption. In
“the hall were placed tiree large china jars, full of water, with bowls
and fadles to Hing it. Each of us, on entering, bad o botile of yose-
water presented’  him, a litile of which we in tamm poured into the
palm of the Maywoon's hand, who sprinkled it over his own vest of fing
flowered simslin s the lady then made ler appearance at the door, und
exve us o understand thyy she did not mean to join i the ! sport ber-
self, but made her eldest daughter, a pretty child, i (lie nurse’s arms,
pour from 4 goldén cup some rose-water mixed with sandal-wood, fivst
over her futher, wmd then over each of the English gentlemen: this
was 3 signal for the sport v begin. We were prepared, being dressed in
linen waistcoiits. From ten to twenty women, young and middle aged,
rished into thie hall from the inmer wputmens, who surronuded  and
deluged without mercy four men ill able to maintain so uiequel 2 con-
wst. The Maywoon was soon driven from the lield; but Mr. Wood
hiving got possession of one of the jars, we were enzbled to preserve our
ground till the water was exlisusted; it seemed. to aflord them great
diversion, specially if we appeared at wll distressed by the quantity of
wates Hing in otir fices. All parties being tived, wid complerely drenched,
we went lmmc to chapge our clothes; and in the waymet many damsels who
would willingly lave renewed the sport; thoy, however, were afraid 1o
begin without Teceiving encounigement fom us, not knowing Low it
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might be taken by strangers; but they assailed Baba:Sheen and his Bir-
man attendants with lintle tereniony. No mconvenient consequences were
to be apprebended from the wetting; the weather was Eivourable, and weé
ran tio risk of taking cold. Having put on dry clothes, we returned to
{he Maywoon's, and were entertained with a dance and puppet-show that
lasted 6l eleven,
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CHAPTER V.

Public Rejoicings cease.—Sile of the ancieat Gily of Prgue— Fortifica-
tions.— Encouragement given lo Selllers—Descriplion of the new
Town—~Pablic Buildings— Dread of Fire—Precantions used against
iti—An Account of the Temple of Showmadoo—Visit the Siredaw, the
superior Rhakaan, or High Priest of the Country—Desolated State of
the Environs of Pegue—monastic Relreats of the fhakaans—Manu-
Jactures ot Pegue—Officers of the provincial Covernment—Admini-
stration of Justice.—Monsoon threalens—Pripare lo depart —take
Leave of the Viceroy.

Sronu andlfuﬁv-iﬁa'.mmd‘ilin the departed yeur, 4 circumstance that
gave us meat pleasute; a4, from stending them. we were frequently
exposed to the influence of & burning sun, which ai this scuson is most.
poweriul; but though the heat from noon till five in the evening was
intense, yet the nights were cool, and the momings pleasant und relresh.
ing. 1 getera ok advantige of two temperate hours, from the dawn
of day till the sum became inconyenient, to walk or ride through the city
and its environs; snd in all my oxcursions I mever once experienced.
insult or melestation , curiosity and astouishment were olien expressed,
but uraccompinied by persomal incivility, or by the shightest indication
ol centempt.
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The fute thar befel this once fourishing city has already been recountod
it the preceding pages. The extent of ancient Pegue may still be ucen-
rately traced by the ruins ol (he ditch and wall that sarrounded it: from
these it appears 1o have been a quadrangle, each side measuring nearly
a mile and a half: in several places the ditch1s choked up by rubbish that
hus been cast mto it, and the falling of its own banks: sufficient, how-
ever, atill vemains to show that it was once 1o contemptible defence 3 the
breadth 1 judged ‘1o be about sixty yards;, apd the depth ten or twelve
feet: in some parts of it there is water, but in no considerable quantity.
I was informed, thar when the ditch was in sepuir, the water seldom, in
the hottest sessor, sunk below the depth of four feet, An injudicious
fanssebray, thirty feet wide, did not add to the security of the [ortress.

The fragments of the wall likewise evincg thut this was a work of mag-
nitude wnd labour; it is'not easy to ascertain precisely what was its exact
height, but we conjectured it at least thirty feet, and in breadth, at the
base, nor less that forty. 1t is composed of brick, badly cemented with
elay mortar.  Small equidistant bastions, *oul.im yards asunder, are
still discoverable; there had been u parapet of masonry, but the whole is
in @ state so ruinous, and so covered with weeds and briurs; as o leave
very imperfect vestiges of its former strength. .

In the centre of each fice of the fort therels a gateway shout thirty
Seet wide; these gatesays were the principal entrances® The passage
across the ditch is over 3 causeway ruised on a moumld of earth, that
sorves a8’ & Dbridee, md was rmerly defended by a retrenchment, of

which there are now no traces.
It s impossible to conctive a more striking pictnre of fallen grandeur,
and the desolating hand of wir, than the inside of these walls displays,
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Alompra, when he got possession ol the city in tgc year 1757, razed
every dwelling (6 the grownd, and dispersed or led into captivity all the
inhabitants, The temples or praws, which are very numerous, were the
only buildings that escaped the fury ol the conqueror: and of these the
great pyramid of Shoemadoo bis alenc been reverenced and kepl in
vepuir,

The present King of the Birmuns, whose govermment has been less
disturbed than that ofusy of his predecessors, sarly in his reign tamed his
thoughts to e population and improvement, as well as the exfension;
of lis dominions, amd seemed desirous to conciliate his subjects by mild:
ness, vuther than govern them by tervor,  He hasabrogated some severe
penal laws imposed by his. predecessors npoi the Taliens, or native
Peguers. Justice is now lmpartially distributed, and the anly distine
tion at present between a Birman - und a Talien, consists in the exclusion
of the litter from places of public trust aod powes.

No act of the Birmut government is more likely to reconcile the Peguers
to the Birman yoke, than thc restoration of theid ancient place ol aboule,
.u:d the preservation and emh:liﬁ&nnﬁtl ol the gemple of Shoemadoo. The

ni, sensible of llus._m.wc_ll as ol Lhe advantages that must srise to the
stite from an incresse of culture and population, five years ugo issucd
orders to rebuild Pegue, enconraged. settlers by grants of ground, and
cvited the scaftered families of fomer inhubitants to return nnd ropeople
eheir deserted cidy,

His Birman Majesty, more effectnally to accomplish this end, on the
death of the tate Maywoan, which happened about five years ago, direcied
his sticcessory the firesent gavernor, 1o quit Rangeon, and make Pegue his
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firture tesidence, and thie seal of proviucial government of the thirty-two
districts of Henzawnddy.*

These judicious mcasures lave so lar succeeded, that a new town has
been built within the sile of the ancient city; but Rangoon possesses so
many advantages over Pegue, In a commercial poit of view, that persons
of property who are engaged in business will not easily be prevailed upon
to leave one of the finest sea-ports in the world, to encounter the difficul -
ties of 4 new seltlement, wliege commerce, il any can subsist, must be very
confined; Fom the want of a commodious lmmsgumu, Thc present mhahj
tants, who have been induced to return, comsist chiefly of Rhahaaus, or
priests, followers' of the provincial court, and poor. Talien Fumilies, who
were glad to regain a settlement in their once magnificent metropolis. The
nuniberultogether perhiaps does not exceed six orseven thousand ; those who
dwelt in Pegue during its former days of splendor are now nearly extinet,
und their descendants and relutives scattered over the provinces nthmaho,
Martuban, and Talowmeou; many also live under the protection of the
Siamese. There is litile doubl, however, that the respect paid to their
favourite temple of worship, and the sequrity and ebmgem:mﬁeld out
to those who venture to retumn, will, in time, sccomplish the wise and
humane intentions of Llie Birmun momarch,

Pegue, i its renovated and contracied stale, seems to be built on the
plin of the former city, and occupies about one Lialf of its area. It is
fenced round by a stockade from ten to twelye feet high: on the north and
east sides it bordefs on the old wall. The plane of the tows is not yet ﬁllcd
witl houses, but 2 number of riew ones are building. There is one main

* The Shanscrit name given vo the province of Pegus by the Birmane,

-
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street runoing enst and west, crossed al right angles by two smaller streets
not yet finished, At cach extremity of the principal street, there is 2 gat
in Ahe stockade, which s shut carly in the evening, after thut hour
entrance during the night is confined to a wicket,. Kach of these gates
is-defended by a wreteclied piece of ordnance, and a few musqueteers, who
never post ventinels, and are usually asleep in an adjoming shed. There
are two inlerivy gates on the north and south side of the siockade.

The streets of Pegue are spacions, as xre those of all the Birman towns
that Lhave seen: The new town is well paved with brick, which the
ruins of the ald pleggifully supply; on cach side of the way there is a
drain W carry off the water. Houses of the meanest peasants of Pegue,
and throughout the Birmun empire, possess manifist adyintage aver Indian
dwellings, by being raised from the ground eithier on wooden posts or
bamboos, aceording (o the size of the building. The kioums or monas-
teries of the Rhahaans; and the habitations of the higher ranks; ire usually
 elevated six or eight, those of the lower classes from two. 10 four feet.

Thete are no brick Luildings either in Pegne or Rangoon, except such
as belong to the Kiﬂg. or are dedicated (o their divinity Gaudma: his
Majesty lias prohibited the use of brick ar stone in private buildings, from
the appreliension, I was informed, that if people got leave to build brick
houses, they might ereet brick lortifications, dangerous 1o the security of the
state, Tlhe houses, therefore, are all made of mats; or sheathing boards,
supported on bamboos or posts; but from their being composed of such
combusstible materials, the inhubitants arg under continual dread of fire,
against which they take every precaution. The yoofs are lightly covered,
and 4t each door stands a long bamboo, with an iron hook at the end, Lo
pull down the thatch: there is also another polg, with & grating of fron at

Bb
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the extremity, abow three feer squure, to suppress. flame by presaure.
Almaost every house has earthen pots: Glled with waten, on the 1ol and
a particular ‘class of puople® Whose Busingss it i3 1o prevem and extin
guish fires, perambiilate (he streets during the wight,

The Miysoon's hubitation, though oot at all 2 magrificent mansion fr
the representative of royalty, is, notwithstanding, a building of tmuch
vespectability, compared to the other houses of Pegue; from an ontside
yiew we judged it to be roumy, and to contain several apartments, exclu-
sive of thut in which be gives sudiences it possesses, however, but few
ornaments, Gilding is forbidden to all subjicis (l ihe Biymun empire;
liberly even to lacker, and paiitt 1he pillies of their honses i3 granted 1o
very few ¢ the naked wood gave an unfinish'd sppearance to die dwelling
of 1he Maywoon, which, in other respects, seemed well adapted by the
accommodation of a Birman Eumily,

The object in Pegue that most attracts, and mast merits nolice, s the
noble edifice of Shoemadoo,s or the Gelden Supreme. This exiraordi-

* Thoso people arccalled Pugwast ;. they are sisves of government o e who have heen
fund guilty of thef, and, throngh mercy, hud their Tives spared§ they aie liningyished bys
bluck eirele on tach cheek, esused by gnnpowder and puncrustion ; Ak well s by having onthels
breast, in Birman charscers, the word thief, and the name of the article ﬁn&m,::,un une
that, T anked to be explained to me, Putchioo Khoo, isth thief, Thess men patrole the streets
4 night, 1o put out il fires snd lights, afiez 3 certal hour, They act as constables, and wre
whe publis executioners,

1 Shoe or Shuce, in the Birman tongoe, fignifies golden ; and there can be no doubit thar
Midoo is 3 cormiption of Mahadeya, or deo, T could not Sezm from the Birmans the origin or
tymology o the term ; It was explained 1o me at signiiying a promontory thar overlouked
et s water. Piaw imperts lord, and Is alweys annexed to the name of 4 sacred bullding ;

.
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{ building 15 erected on 3 double terrace, one mised vpon
e lower and gresten tarrace is about ten Bet above the natural
rauned,; forming un exact parallelogyam ; the upper and losser
;l:{@ ; ituiusmpe und | vises abour twenty feet above the lower
letTage, or I.'hmy ubove the level of the country, 1 judged & side of the
Iaﬁumtﬂh 1401 Ret; of the upper, 684, The walls that sus-
tuitzed] Ihém_nlr (€ terruce, both upper and lower, ure in a minous
stale} i.l;g] were formerly coversd with plaster, wrought inte various
figures; the aren of the lower is strewed with Wi fragments of small
dcmyﬂﬂ mgl. it the gppet s kept free Fom Glil, and is in tolerably
good order, There iv reason to conclode that this building and the -
tress arescoeval; asthie earth of which (e (eiviices sre composed, appears
tor Mave e taken Trom: (he diseliy thete being wo othey excavation i e
city, or i its neighbourhood, that could Imu: afforded a tenth part of the
quantitys

Wmmw&v Eﬂh of stone steps, which are now broken
| I

it h%p%u{mw aitle; and is frequandy wsed By an inferior when
sddenalng His superior. TE wealogy betwiesn the Biemans and ancicns Egyptians, in. 1o
spphicuin of e seem, = 2lo in mzny other particulies, i highly dosrving uf antice.
Phrs win the proper fame tnadar which the Egypridns fir elenl the nin, before it re-
ceived the allegorseal appsTlarion of Ofisi, or Ruthor of Time ; they [owise conferred the
same title om:their kings and an their prisst. -
[mhl]m Besuk 6F Mozes, chap. all, Bharsoh pmﬂjﬂph mwifc,#mdmgﬁmtf
Ptiphéray of the priest of On" In the boak of Jeremiah  king of Egrpt is styled Pharaoh
Oplre: atd B i w0t & wery Improhable conjecture, it the title of Phuranh, ghien to mic-
ceaive kings of Egypr, & a corruptien of the wonl Phraw or Praw, I its uriginal stnee dig.
aifying thm. ard apphied fo the soversign and priesthood; as the rpresentatives on carth

of t.l:uupﬂnﬂﬂ liminary.
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atid neglected ; on each side are dwelllngs of the Rhubaans, raised on tim:
bers four or five fect from the ground; these houses consist only of a lurge
halls the wooden pillars that support theny are turhed with neatness | the
roofs are covéred with tles, and the sides are made of boards; there are
a mumnber of bare benches in every bouse, on which ihie Rhahaans sleep;
we saw no other furniture.

Shvemadoo is a pyramidical building, composed’ of brick and mortar,
witliout excavation or apérture of any sort; octagenal at the base;and
spiral at top; ecach side of the base measures 162 feet; this fmmense
breadih diminishes abruptly, and a similar building has not unaptly been
compared in shape to a large speaking-trumpet.®

Six feet from the ground there is 2 wide projection that surrounds the base,
oti the pline oF which are Bfty-seven small spires of equal size, und equi-
distant; one of them measured twenty-seven feet i height; and forty in
circumference; at the bottom. On a higher ledge there is anather sow,
comsisting of fty-three spirgs of similar shape and measurement.

A great variety of mouldings encircle the building, and omaments
somewhat resémbling the flear-de-lys surrpund the lower pusnt of the,
spire + ciraitlar mouldings likewise girt it Yo 3 considerable lieight, above
which there are ornaments in stucco not unlike the leaves of a Corinthian.
capital, and the wholc is crowned by a Tee, or umbrella, of open iron-
work, from which rises a vod with & gilded pennant.

The tee or umbrells is to be scen on every sacred building that is of a
spiral form: the raising and consecration of this last and indispensable
appenddage, is an act of high'religious solemuity, and a seasan of festivity
and relaxation. The present king bestowed the tee that covers Shoemadoo.

* Ste Mr, Hunter's Account of Pegue.
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It was made at the capital: miny of the privcipal nobility came down
from Ummerapoora to be present ut the ceremony of its clevation.

The circumfcrence of the tee is fliy-six leety it yests on an iron axis
fixed - in the bullding, ‘and is Griher secured by lunge clains stimugly
rivetted  the spire. Round the lower rim of the tee are sppended a
number of bells, whicll, agitated by the wind, make a continual jingling.

The tee is gilt, and it'is said w be the intention of the King to gild the
whole of (he spire.  All the lesser pagodas sre ornamented with propor-
tionable wmbrellss of similar workmanship, which are likewise encircled
by small bells.

The extreme beight of ihe edifice, from the level of the country, is 561
feet, and above the interior terrace, $31 feet.

On the suutl-east angle of the upper terrice these are two handsome
saloons, or kioums; lately erected, the roofs composed of different stages,
supported by pitlars: we judged the length of euch to be sbout sixty feet,
and the breadth thirty 1 the ceiling of oue is already embellished with gold
leaf, and the pillars ave lockered; the decoration of the other is not yet
completed. 'They are made eptirely of wood ;. the carving on the outside
is luborious and minute ;. we sa® several unfiniahed figures of animals and
men in grotesque atiitudes, which were designed as ornaments for different
parts of the building, Some imiuges of Gaudmi, the supreme object of
Biman adoration, lay scattered around.

At eacliangle of the interior and bigher terrace ihere is a templesixty-
seven feed high, resembling, in miniature, the great temple; in front. of
thut, in the south-west corner, are lour gigantic representations, in masonry,
of Pulloo, or the evil genius, lall beast, hall human, ssated on their bams;
each with a lurgeclubon the right shoulder. The Pundit, who accompanied
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me, said that they resembled the Rakuss of the Hindoos, These are guar-
dians of the temple,

Nearly in the centreiof the cast [zce of the area ave two human ﬁgum
i stucco, betedth ' gilded wmbrella s one, standing, represents a man
with i book before him, and 3 penin his hand ¢ he is called Bhasinmee,
the recorder of mortal merits and mortal misdeeds; the other; & female
figure kﬂtﬂ!iﬂg, 15 Mnhusuﬁjdﬂu. the proteciress of the universe, surlnng
a¢ (e universe is doomed to last; But when the time of general dissolu-
tian arrives, by her land the world s 10 be overwhelned and everlust-
ingly destroyed.

A simall byick building viesr the nortl-enst angle contains an upright
marble slab, four feet high, and three feet wides there is 4 lbng legible
inscription on it. Iwas told it wes-an account of the donations of pilgrims
of only a recent date.

Along the whole extent of the north lace of the upper terrace there is
& wooden shed for the convenience of devotees whe come from. a distant
part of the conntry,  On the north.side of the temple are three large hells
of good workmanship, suspended uigh the ground, between pitkirs ; several
deers horns lie strewed wround ;3 1hose wheometo pay their devotions Grst
take up one of the horns, and strike the bell three times, giving an alter-
nate stroke 1o the ground < this act, I wis told, is to announce to the spirit
of Caudma the approach of a suppliant. There are severtl low benches
near the foot of the temple, on which the person who comes 1o pray, plices
i offering, commonly consisting of boiled rice, a plate of sweetmeats. or
cocoa nut lvied in oll; when itis given, the devotee cares not what becames
of it the crows and wild dogs often devour 3t/in presence of the doner,
who never attempts to disturb the animals. I saw several plites of victuals
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disposed of inithis manner, and andersiood {t was the case with all that
was Brought.

There ave many smull temples on the areas of buth tevpaces, which are
neglected, and suffered to fizll into decay, Numberless images of Gaudma
lie indiscriminately scattered. A pious Bimin, who purchases anidol, flst
procures the ceremuny of conseoration 1o be peclormed by the Riabmans;
he then' takes Mﬁ-purchase to whatever sacred buﬂding. Is mosi con-
venient, and there pluces it within the shelter of a kioum, or on lhe.dpzil
ground before the temple i nor does he ever aguin seem to buve any anxiety
about its preseryation, but leaves the divinity to shift for itselfl Some of
those idols are mude of marble: thar is found in the neighbourhood of the
capital of the Birman dominions, and sdmits of a very finc polish ;. many
are formed of wood, and gilded, and a low are ol silver; the latizr, however,
are not usually exposeed and neglected like the others.  Silver and gold is
ravely used, except in the composition of houschald gods:

On both the terraces are-a number of white cylindrical flags, raised on
bamboo poles 3 these Hags are peeuliar (o the Rhaliaans, and are consi-
dered us emblemutic of purity, and of their sacred [unction, Og the top
of (e stall” theve is a lienza, or'goose, the symbol both of the Birman and
Pegue amLiONs:

From the upperprojection that surrounds the base of Shoemadoo, the pro-
spect of the dircumjacent country is extensive and pleturesque; but it isy
prospect of nature in her rudest state; there are few inlmbitants, and
scarcely any caltivation. The hills of Martaban rise (o the eastward, and
the Sitang river, winding along thie pluins, gives an intermupted view of its
waters. To the north-west, about forty miles, wre the Galladzet hills;
whence the Pegue river takes its rise hills. remarkable anly lor: the
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voisome gffects of theiy atmosphere. In every othier direction the eye looks
over o boundless plain, checquered by a wild intermixture of wood' and
wiater,

Not being uble 10 procure any satisfactory infoymation respecting the
antiquily of Shoemadoo, 1 paid a visit to the Siredaw, or superior Rha-
haan of the conntry ;. his ibode was situsted in 2 shady grove of tamarind
trees, about five miles south-east of tlie city ;. every object seemed to cor-
respond with the years and dignity of the possessor. The trees were lofly,
a bamboo railing protected his dwelling from: the attack of wild beusts; a
neat reservoir contained clear water, a1 little garden supplied rools, and
his retreat was well stocked with fruit trees: some young Rhalizans lived
with him, and sdministered to his wants with pious respeet. Though
much emaciated, he: seemed lively, and in full possession of his mental
faculties; he said his age was eighty-seven. The Rhihuans, although
subsisting on charity, never solicit alms, or sccept of money; I therefore
presented this veneralile prelate of the oder with a piece of clathy which
was repaid by a gratelul benediction.  He tuld me, thit in the convaléions
of the Pegue empire, most of tligir valuable records had heen destroyed,
bt it was traditionally believed that the temple of Shoemadoo was
founded 2300 years ago, by two merchants, brothers, who came to Pegue
from Tallowmeou, a district one day's journey east of Martaban. These
piouss traders at first raised a temple one Birman: cubit® in height ; Sigea-
mee, or the spirit that presides over the elements, and directs the thunder
and lightning, in/the space of one night increased the size of the temple (o
two cubits; the merchants then added another cubit, which Sigeamee
doubled in the same short time; the building thus atained the magnitude

® Twenry:two inches
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of twelve cubits, when the merchants desisted § that the temple was nfter-
wards gradually increaved by successive monarchs of Pegue, the rogisters
of whuse names, with the amount of their contributions, had been lost in
the general ruing ner could be inform we of any authentic archives that
escuped the wreck.

In the afternoon Dr. Buchsnin accompanied me in a ride aboue
a mile and 2 ball (o the castward of the fort; thorns wnd wild bamboos.
grew in this direction elose 1o the ditch, and the: road lny dirough
woods, litersected by frequent pathwavs.  We saw no other  labita-
tion, than here and there a poor Peguer’s hut, beneath the shelter of o
chump ‘ol bamboos; but the memorinls of former populonsness were
thickly strewed: hillocks of decayed masonry, covered with the light
mould which time generates upon a heap of rubbish, and the ruins of
numerous lemples, met the eye in evéry quarter.  From thess melancholy
monuments we conld trace (he exient of the suburbs, which retuined
scarce any vestiges of former grandeur; they merely seryed to point out
“ campos ubi Troja it We siw 1o g:in!m-uf-indosu;:s. nor any
cultivation on that side of the lovt, but tle patlavays being trod by cattle
mdu:zl:d that the country firiher on was better inhuhited, and probably
n a state of higher improvemant,

Returming from ouy excursion, we et M, Wood, wha, erdy in the
moning, altended by his own servants, anid some Rivmun guides, lad crossed
1 (e west side of thie river, to smusehimself with a duy'sshooting ; helound
un - inconsidernble village on the opposite bunk, ‘in the neighbourhood of
which there were dce plantativns Urt extended 3 mile westward ;. Leyond
these lie entered » thick wood, consisting chiefly of the bunboo and pipal
trees,  Through this wilderness be penctraved pine or ten miles, without

Cc '
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meeting an inhabitunt, or secing o smele dwelling. Eommm%-ﬁmlsmd
wood-pigeans were the reward of his toil, oy e

South of Pegue, about a mile beyond the city walls, there is a plum
of great extent, for the wost part overgrown with wild griss and
low brushwood, and bure of timber trees, except where sacred grove
maitains ils vonerable shude- A few wretched villages are (o be seen,
contining ol more than twenty or thirty poor habitations. | Sinull spots
of land have been prepared by the peasants for tillage, whio seem to live
in extreme poverty, notwithstunding they possess in their catile thie means
of comlortable Subsistence { but they do not it the Hish, and 1 was told
what is remurkable enongh, that they seldom deimk the milk, Rice, guupee,
a species of sprat which; when ball purribed, is made into a) p&ﬂﬂ.;muluscd
a5 4 seasoning for their vice; oil expressed from a smull gmin, withsaly;
are almost their only articles of fvod. Theiy cows ure dimitulive, resem-
bling 1he breed on the: coast of Coromandel ; bast the bullidoes are nolsle
animals; rouch. superior to those of India. 1 saw here, for (he first time,
some ol 3 light-cream colours they are used for draft and ugriculmy, snd
draw heuvy loads on caris or smull waggons, constricied with consider-
able neatness and ingennity:

The groves beforementioned are objects ol no napleasing contemplations
they ave the retreats of such Rhalmans or priests is devote themselves 1o
religions seclusion, and prefer the tranguillity of ruml retirement to the
noise aud tumulis of a town.  In their choice of x residence they com-
monly select the most retived sputs they can find; where shudy irecs, pat-
tealarly the tomarind and hunyan, protect them from the noon-day sun.
In these groves they build their kiowms, and Were they pass their salitary,
lives.  All kiotims or monasterics, whether in town or country, e
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seminaries for the education of youth, in which boys of a certain age, are
taught their letters, and instructed in moral and religious duties: To these
schools (he neighbouring vilimers send their children, where they are edu-
cated gratis, no distinctiofl belng made between the son of the peasant
and him whe wears the tsaloe, or string of nobility. A piece of ground
contiguous to the srove is inclosed fora garden, where they sow vegetables
and plant fruit trees; the Indian sweet patatoe, and the plantain, being the
mast nutnitious, are principally coltivated ;- the charityol the country people:
supply theny whundantly with rice, and the few necessaries which their nar-
row wants require, Abstracted from all' worldly considerations, they do
not accupy themselves in the common concerns of life, They never buy,
sell, or accept of moiey- ;

The' only atticle of consequent® munufictured at Pegue, is silk and
cotton clotly, which the women weave for their own and their hus-
bands™ use. [t is wronght with consideruble diexterity s the thyead is
well ‘spun, #nd’ the textire of the web Is cluse and strong; it is mosily
chieequered like the Scotch tantant They make no more then what suffices.
for their own consumption.

I the town of Pegue there are uﬂl::f three pasm;.ﬁaid& the Maywoon
or viceroy, whose vank entitles thein to distinction: these are, thie Ray-
woon, Ghekey, und the Sere-dogee. The first is an old gan turmed of
seventy; still vigaious and active, who, it seems, had distinguizshed him
sell by his prowess in-former wars, ad obtained his présent post as the
cewnrid of valours heis also investod with high milivry insignie. und has
the privilege of wenring on lis ead'a giidal bielmet, orbason, which is never
wsedh except on state oocisions, when e exlilits 3 formiduble represents-
gon of the meager knight adorned with Mumbyine’s belmer. The Clekey
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is o middle aged man, dull 2nd plethoric; -and, last in office, our acquaint-
ance, the Sere-dogee, about forty, sadly alllicted with the rheamatism:
The assiduons attentions of ihis good matured man, thoogh perhaps dic-
tated 'by policy, were both pleasing and useful, and, (o' appearance af
least, perfectly disinterested. T liad presenied him with some trifles, o
piece: of mustin, onie of silk, and a few yards of Broad cloth, which he
accepted, he said, not for their value, but as a token ol my good opinion.
He one day brought his daughter, a child of six years old, with him, to
pay mie @ visit; afier taking notice of her Dspread » piece of Bengal silk
over her shoulders; as is the custom when one makes a present to un inle-
rior. The father thanked me with great cordiility, but returmned the piece,
saying, he feared I might think be brougli the child with a view (o extrict
a present; and that I'shoulil have oceasion for all the articles 1 had got
to give away, if 1 expected to satisly every bady who would look for a gra-

tification ;. 1 disclaimed the hirst supposition, but could ngt ovércome the

delicacy ‘of his scruples,

These officers exercise the function of magistrates, and hold separate
courts at their own houses, for the determination of petty suits; euch hus
his distinct departnient; but this private jurisdiction is very limited s all
causes of importance relating to property, and matters of an high crimi-
nal nature, ae solemnly tried in open court.  The thiee before mentioned
officers uplite, and form o tribunal, whiclh sits at the Rlioon,” or public
hall of justice, where they hear the parties; examine witnesses, and take
depositions in writing: these depositions are sent to the Maywoon, who
represents the King, and the judges transmit their opinions aloog with the
evidence, which the Muywoen ecither confirms or rejects, s he thinks

* Called Roundiye by Eurcpeans,
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proper ; and in cases of capital conviction; drders execufion, or pas-
dons the culprit.  From his judgment there lies no appeal, except when i
lusppens that an ollender, who holds an office under a royal commissiot, is
brought to trialg in that case the minutes of the evitdence taken in court,
must be farwarded to the council of state, 10 be by them sulunitted 1o the
king, who limsell applies the law, and awards the sentence.

We had now spent nearly three weeks at Pegue, and scon every thing
worthy of notice, which, in a place so lately rescued from a desest, could
not be ¥ery interesting or yarious, Gathering clouds, and 2 gloomy hori-
zon foretold the approach of the south-west monsoon ; and we had reason
shortly to expect the arrival of a royal messenger; to notify lis Majesty's
pleasure in regard to our further progress, Haviug also several armange-
mietits to muke 2t Rangoon, preparatory to our departure, it became expe-
dient Lo appoint a day forquitting Pegue; I therefore intimated to theMay-
woon my intention, and fixed on the 25th ta take my leave, on which day
I visited him in form. After hall an hour’s cheerful conversation, he asked
me witl much earnestness, whetber we were pleased with the reception and
treatment we had received; in returm, | gave him the most ample assur-
ances af our entire satisfaction, expressed my sens® of bis past kindness,
and my reliance on !'u.s future friendship ; be seemed happy to find that we
ware contented, and handsomely upologized for the restraint and apparent
rudenesswe had sustained onour brst coming ta Rangoan, wluch. he said,
origiaied in misconception. Thus we paried with perfect complacency
on both sides,

Norwas this acknowledgment, onmy pirt, mere matter of empty compli-
ment; althoughl thought, that ou certain cctaswns. he might have relaxed
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rom the ostentatious dignity which he cautiously preserved; vet he never
was deficient in politeness. His attentions (o our accommodation and con-

venience were: unremitting; and we esperienced during (he term of our

residence, uniform civility from all his dependents; which, in fict comprise
the whole of the inhabitunts of Pegie.
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CHAPTER VL

Leave Pesue.—Reach the Fillage of Deesa—Abundance of Game—DBuf-
Jaloes—tleir Antipatiy lo the Colawr of red, or scarlel.— Ileesa infested
by Tigers, and wild Elephants —Beach Rangoon—Geographical Po-

's'ﬁ':'an' of Pegue crroneously laid down in modern Maps—Members of
the English Deputation resile within the Fortifications of Rangeon.—
Mistrust evinced by the principal Inhabitants.—Descriplion of the Town
of Rangoon—Swine and Dogs numerons.—Receive much useful Infor-
mation from an Ralion Missiongry.—Aceount of the People called Ca-
reaners—of the Tonple of Shoulagong.—Birmans fond of religious
Processions—dAccount of the Rhahaans, or Ecclesiastics —Meel the
Seredarw, or Fligh Priest of Rangoon—his Character —Virgin Priest-
esses.—Reason of the Abolition of their Grder. ’

C.wnm Thomas and Dy, Buchanan, with a propovtion of the baggasa
and sevyants, left i-‘cgu: on the 2ist, lo return 1 Rungoon ; Mr. Wood
and mysell were ready 1o emburk on the 26th. We went on board in the
sfternoon, attended by the Nakhaan, two inferior officers of government,
and the public iterpreter; the remainder of our domestics Rllowed in a
separate boat. The heavy-rams that fell during (he pight incommoded thie
rowers, and retarded our progress; next morning the weather cleared up,
bt towards noon the sky again became overcast, and aa;:m«hlu promise
a stormy night: About two o'clock we reaclied a village on the cast bank,
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ealled Deesa; af this place we found two commodious houses unoccnpied,
elose to the river. Our boitmen heing fatighed, and theve appearing no
probability of being able 1o resch Rangoon by the night's tide, 1 judged it
most ndvisable to ke up our quarters here until the morning,

Shortly afier our artival had'been announced; the Miou-gee, or chiief per-
son of 1he village, came to pay his respects; he informed me, that at this
season of the year his village, and those adjscent, were nearly diserted by
micn, who were all sent on the service of government, 1o mike salt by the
sea side, leaving their wives, children, and aged purents at home. The
avticle of saly produces 2 considerable revenue to the stite: ‘the peasint®y
are employed in prepaving it during the hot sedson: as soon as the maon-
soon sets it they return to their habitations, and ) their lands antl the
time comes round for a renewal of their antusl Libour on the eoast, which
does ot occupy more than four months in the year.

Miking enquiries respecting what game the country produced, the
Miau.gee told me Ut it abounded in various kinds, purticulurly deer;
and that i 1 chose to walk out with my gun, be would be my guide, and
undertnkﬂ to shew me a herd of antelopesal o eren distance. | accepled
e offir with pleasure: we went through the village; which did not con-
tain more than fity hotses, comfortahile in appearance, and well rised from
the ground = the women and childeen Hocked o their doors, uhed screamed
with astoniishment at seeing such a phxnomenon as mn English officer
dressed in his uniform.  Proceeding to the eastward, shout u mile from the
town, we came on”un extensive plain, where the will rmnk griss hid been
cousamed by Bre, lo allow the growth of the more delicste shoots, a5 pus-
turage for the carde. Here we soon discovered a herd of deer, b so
watehfiel and wild, that T coudd ouly get near etought to fire a random shor
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From . vifle, which did not tuke effect.  In endeavouring to approach tiem
unperceived, T left my servants and guide at 2 considerable distance, and
took a cirauil by myself, out of sight of my companions. A drove of huf
faloes belonging to tha villagers happened to be wigh ut the time that T dis-
charged my gun ;. alarmed st the noise, the whole toep. piaised their leods,

and, instead ol running away, seemed o stand onthedefensive. | walked
leisurely from them; when two came out of the herd, and, with theip tils,
atid beads oreet, trotted towands me, pot in a strait line, but making a Lall
cirgle, as i almid w advances they were too nigh for-me fo think of
escuping by Hight, 1 therefore kept on at -a moderate pace, in an obligue:
direction, stopping at:times; with my face towards. them, o which they
also staod still, anddooked at me; but when 1 resusmed my way, they in-
mediately advanced; in this circuitous manner one of them came so close
that I felt my sitnation extremely awkward. I had reloaded my rifle whilse
1 walked, bt reserved it for an extremity, As thebeast approached, T
stopped more frequently, which always checked his progress for a times
bui le had now drawn so. sigh, that I expected every instant to have a
direct charge made it me: Jorumately the Miou-gee from a distance dis-
covered my situation; he hallooed gut, and mads signs by waking off Lifs
blue cotton jucket, holding it up in the air, and then throwing it dows, 1

immediately comprehended his meaning, sud, whilst | edged away. slipped
off my scarlet coat, which [ Bung, together with my, lat, into sume long
grass, where they lay concealed ; ihe buffalo instantly desisted from the
pursuit, and returmed towards the hurdfqmcdy grazing as he retived, This
circumstance proves that the huffalo entenaing the same antipathy to the
coluur of red orscirlet thit some other animals are known to do,, The Miou-

gee, when [ joined him, seemed quite us much alamed as I was;. he said,

Dd
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that if I had sustained amy injury, his bead would have paid the forfuit of
the aocident. ; ; .
The country inland appeared to be cleared of trées und brustwood, to 2
considerable distance; but on the banks of the fiver to the north and
sotith, the thickets bordered on the village, and, I was told, abpuaded in
pumgle” fowl, and peacocks; but my guide requested 1 would not venture
iy for fear of tigers, which, he sud, requently came prawling rowund the
village at night, und sometimes carried away their dogs, but durst not
attack their buffiloes, who, o all uppearance, were 4 match for any tiger,
and ulmost as berce. The inhabitunis also complained of bebng much
molested in the wet season by wild elephants, that occupy, in great nym-
bess, a forest twelve miles to the north-east. These powerful animals, allured
by the early craps ol rice and sugar cane, make predatory excursions in
large troops, amd do a great deal of mischief, deyastating more thin tiey,
devour. The poor peasantry have often to lument the destruction of iheir
most exposed plantations. o
Next movsing before daylight we left Deess with the frst of tie ebb; at
ten o'clock we reached Rangoon, and landed at our fw-mu' dumwng below,
he town. Biba-Sheen, who had trvelled, all night, arrived about the
same hour from Pegue.
* How much itis 1o be lamented, that the country we had just lefi, one
of the fairest and most healtbful ov the globe, should remain, for the greater
parit, a soliary desert, whilst so. many of the buman race are condemned
1o languish away lifc in noxious regions, or exteact, by incessant lubour, a
* This is & bief well known to- sportamen tn Tndia's it differs Hile frutn the conisron
bateni-door fowl, except that the wild sort are oll of one colos—a dark red, with blick breat
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scanty subsisience from u barren soili The matives of the adjacent islands
of Nicobar, shose swollen limbs und discased hodies evince the pestilen-
tinl atmosphere they lueathe, might bere prove usclil members of general
society, live in the eajoyment of » salubriows climate, supply their own,
and contribute to relieve the wants of others.  But itmust require a long
and uninterrupted term of peace 1o renew the populution of Pegue.
Shiould is ever be so lortunate, there can be litle doubr that Peguc will be
nombered amongst the most’ Hourishing and delightful countries of the
East, .

The authoritics on which the geography of the city and river of Pegue

lias been laid down, though doubtless the best thut could be procured; are
nevertheless far from being accunite. The Pegue river is callad by the
natives, Bagoo Kiotp, o Pegue rivuler, to distinguish it from. Mioup, or
rver. It i§ pavigable but a very few miles'to #he northward of the city of
Pegue, and for this 1t is indebted wholly to the action of the tide. 1t his
no commusication with the sea, except by the'Rangoon river, and in the
Eiiy seasost, af low water, is almost dry. There seems 10 Lave been @ mis-
take of this stream for the Sitang river, about ffieen miles east of Pegue,
which is-a great and independent body of water, that partly deseribes the
course that i given in the map, to what is called the Peiueviver.

Nor ddes the meridian measurement of the city of Pegue, as reported by
former travellers, at all correspond with luter observations. Mr. Wood, an
acenrate astronomer, snd furnished with excellent instruments, pluves Pegue
in 17° 40 north laticude, above firty geographicsl miles south of the posi-
tion assigned to it inthe map. The dillerence in longitude is less thun
thiat of latitude. Mr. Wood, from 2 mean of observations of the immersion
and emersion of Jupiter's satellites, determines Pegue to be in 967 11! 457,

-
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about thirty-two miles west of 'its supposed situation, This eastward
crror may have given oceasion to the mistake of !hﬂﬁiﬂr_:s. river for that
of Pégue.  Indeed the suthorities for the geography of this country are, in
most places imperféct, and m some altogethier erroneous. I

The niinous state, and ihe uncomfietable situatlon: of the dwdling
assigned 1o s on our first arrival. readered it desirable to remove into the
towh'i and, as a proper understanding was now estiblished with'the Rin-
goon government, no objection whitever was made (o taking up our
abode wherever we thought proper, | accmﬂihg_!'y_ hired two large houses,
one for the gefillemen of the deputation, the other for dur attendants ;
thesé were miade of timbey, suliciently spacious, but ill adapted o the
elimate, being close, and covered with tiles; which mhlmni und 1rans-
‘mitted the hest long after the son had set: they were, liowever, the best
that could be procured, ad we felt ourselves more at' ease fram residing
within the inclosure of what is called the Fort of Rangoon

Being freed from the restraint imposed on us' before we went to Pegue,
we now enjoyed the full libierty ol colleting information, und seeing what-
ever was worlh notice.  Althongh a liberal licence was thus granted to
us, Lstill fotmd, on the part of those persons who were: best capable of
commumiciting knowledge, u mistrustlul unwillingness o reply to my
Tuestions, which they evaded, ritlier thin declined answering s a conduct
that created in me more regret than surprise it was a nutural jealousy,
which at this time 1 did not think it prudent to inamase by minte enqui-
ries inlo the internal state of the country, and the political economy of
their government.

Increasing trads, and consequent population, have extended the present
town far l.v:‘:ymﬂ the limits that formerly comprebended Rangoon, as it
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was origimaily founded by Alompre. 1t streiches along the bank of the
river about ¥ miley and i not more thana third of a milg in breadil, The
city or tiow” is a square, surrounded by u high stockade, and on the nerth
side it is further srengthened by an indiffersnt fosse, across whicli a wooden
bridge s thrown; in this face theye are bwo: gates, in cach of the others
otily one.  Waooden stages arc enecied in severnl places within the stock-
aule, for musqueteers 1o stand an in cuse of an attack.  On the soutls side,
towards the river, which is about twenty or thitty vards from the palisade,
there dre s mumber of huts, and three wliarfs, with craucs for lagdmng
goods. A bgttery of twelve carmon; six and pinepounders, raised on the
bank; commands the fiver, but the guns. and carriages are in such a
wretched ‘condition, that they covld do lltle execution. Closc Lo the printi-
pal whiarf are two commodions wooden houses, used by the merchants as
an exchange, where L[my usually meet in the cool o the -lliumil;g and even-
ing 1o converse; and trtsict business. The strgets of 1he town are mar-
row, and ymuch inlerior to those of Pegue, but clean, and well paved s
thére are nuterous chiannels (o carryoff the rin, oyer which strong planks
are luid, to prevent an interraption of intercourse. The houses are raised
on posts from the ground ¢ the smaller su pported by bamboos, the larger
by strong timbers. All thie olficers of government, the most opulent mer-
cliants, and persops of consideration, live within the lortg shipwrighs,
and people of inlerior rank, inhabit. the suburby ;. and, onc entire strect,
called Tackatly, is exclusively ssigned to common prostitutes, who are
not permitted to dwell within the precincs ofuhe fortification.

Swine are sullered to roam ahout the town ut hage: these animals,
which are with ' reason beld unclea, (do not belong 1o any particular

® Miow is 8 term spplicd sither 0o 2 clty 7 & distria-
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owners; - they are servanis of the public, common scavengers; lhy-gnnmlur
the bouses, and gevour tbe fth. The Birmats. are. also  fond ol dogs,
numbers| of which infest the streetsy the breed is: small, and extoemely
noisy ; whenever we walked out, the inhabitanis were apprized of our
approach. by the loud barking of these troublesome curs.

1 was niow honoured ovcasionally with visits Lom all the men of official
consequence in Rangoon; but althongh lityp‘iad me dﬁlmﬂlﬂ%ﬂlﬁuﬂ
greatest formality and caution were still preserved in their deportment and
language. Buba-Sheen was the only person with whom we held Eamiliar
intercourse, and through lim every attentionwas paid to our wants.. From
this conduct, however, I judged it prudent 1o suspend the astronomical
observations which Mr. Wood wis desirous 1o make; and not to employ
my draflsman until # longer acquaintance Lisd removed their suspicidns.

Amongst the loreigners who came 1o pay their respects to the English
gentlomen, was an ltalian missionary, named 'Vimtiusﬁlnsrnnnnu‘ who
lud been deputed fo this country about twenty years before, by the Socie-
ty de propagundu: be seemed a very respeciable and intelligant man,
spoke and wrote the Birman language fuently, and was held in high esti-
mation by the nutives for his exemplary life and inoffensive manners. His
congregition copsisted of the descendants of former Portugueze colo-
nists, who, thengh oumerous, are in general very poor; they, however,
had erected @ neat chapel, and purchused for their pastor a piece of
ground a mile from the town, on which a nedt comifrtable dwelling was
built, und a garden inclused. He is indebted Jor his subsistence o
voluptary contributions of his flock; in return for their charity be edu-
cites their children, instructs them in the tenets of the Romish [aith, and
performs mass twice a day at the chapel,



EMBASSY TO AVA. 207

From this reveread father I received much useful information ; e told
me of & singular description of people called Carsynersgpr Carianers, that
inhabit different party of the country, particularly the western: provinces,
of Dulla and Bossien, several societies of whom also dwell In the districts.
adjucent to Rangoon. He represented them as a simple, fonocent vace,
spenking x hngusge distined from thut of the Birmans, and entertaining
eude notions of veligion.  They leud quite a pastoral life, and are the most
industribus subjects of the state: their villages forne 3 seleet community,
from-which they esclude all other sects, snd never reside in 2 city, inder-
mingle, or marry with strangers,  They. profess, aud stricily ebserve, uni-
versal peace, not engaging in war, of taklng pant in contests for dominion,
a system that necessarily places them 1 o state of subjection to the ruling
pawer of the day. Agriculture, the care of cattle, and rearing poultry, is
almost their only eccupation. A great part of the provisions .used in the
couniry is rased by the Carianers, and they particularly excel in garden-
ing.  They have of lute years been heavily taxed and oppressed by the
great Birman Jandholders, in consequence of which numbers have with-
drawn into the mountains of Armcan.  They have traditional maxims of
jurisprudence for their intermul government, but are without any wrilten
laws : custom, with them, constitutes the Law, Some learn to speak the
Birman tongue, and o few can read and write it imperfectly. They are
rimorous, hosest, mild in their manners; atid exceedingly liospitable to
BIrangers. d

Phe temple of Shoedagon,” or Dagoung, about two miles and a half north
of Rangoon, isa very grand building, although not so-high, by twenty-

* The name of this temple, which slgnifies Gobden Dagon, namally recally to mind the



208 EMBDASSY TO AVA.

five or thirty feet, a5 that of Shoemados at Pegue: It is much more ori-
mented ; the termge on which it stands is raised on a rocky eminence,
considerably higher. than the circumjacent country. It is ascended by
above an hundred Etﬂﬂ:cstlp&,:thﬂl have been sulfirzd 1o full into deciy,
The situation renders. Shoedagon. a conspicuons, objeat b the distance of
muny miles. The tee and the whole of the spice are richly gilded, which,
when the sun shines, exhibita singularly splendid appsarance. -
The small auxiliary buildings are'yel more pumerous than those th:q.
surround the base of the Pegue temple, Perceiving that several of these
were in @ ruinous state, whilst the loundutions of others were just laid,
and some half Ruished, 1 ssked, why they did not sepair the damages of
the old before they erected new ones, and was told, that w mend a fle-
cayed praw or 1emple; though an act of piety, was not so meritorioth as
to etect 4 new one ; that sometimes the old ones were repaired by those.

passage in the Scripturce where the 4 house of Dagon™ umhoned,ndﬂtnmgnﬂiduh—
try bows down before the boly ark.
" Next came one -~
« Who mourn'd in-eernest, when the captive ark
¢ Maice'l ks brute Image, head xnd hands Topt off
« 15 s own tesnple; on the gruca edge,
“ Where he fell flat, and sham'd his worshippers 1
* Dagon his name, sea mongter, nward man
s And downward fish : yer had his remple high
« Rear'd in Azotus, dresded through the coast®
* OF Palestine, In Gath am) Astalon,
“ Anil Acearon and Geea's frumties bounds, MILTON, KT,
The resemblance is too striking 1o ps&s nnnoticed ; at the same time it shonld be observed,

that snalogies of this kind, though always plessing, are often deveptive.
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who were unwilling or unable to beat the expence of a complete building ;
but this entirely depended on the means and inclinationt of the donor.

The borders of the terrace on which the temple is raised, are planted
with shady trees in regular rows ; from this eminence there is a bewatiful
und extensive prospect ; the Pegue and Rangoon rivers are 'seen winding
through & level woody country. and the temple of Syriam, little inferior to
those that have been described, stands néar the junction af the streans.
The rainy monsoon had now set in, and inundations were ormed in seve-
ral places. 1t would have been a more pleasing, though perhaps less pic-
turesque scenie, had  the plains been cleared; and the felds 1aid out for
cultivation : we could observe Bw murks of improvement : woods, lakes,
and rivers, presented themselves on every side..

The road leading from the city to the temple is formed with care; a
wide causeway il the ceatre prevents the rain from lodging, and throws it
off to the sides: numberless little spires are runged along the edge of the
road, in which are niches 1o receive small images of their divinity Gaud-
ma. Several kioums or monasteries lay in this direction, generally removed
a short distance from the public wiy, under the shade of pipal or tamarind
trees.

The Birmans, like all the natives of the Eust, ave fond of processions;
scarce a week passes that there is mot a religious display in Rangoon;
cither 3 funeral of some person who feaves sufficient o defray the expence
of @ pompous public burning, or the ceremony of admitting youths into
the convents of the Rhihaans ; on the latter occasion purents vie witly each
other, and spare nio cost : the principal charge consists in entertainments,
and the customary presents o the Rhahians. The sge of induction is
generally from eight 1o twelve years. When a boyis to be intoduced into a

Ee
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convent, cither as a temporaty resident, or with 2 view to fature conse-
cration, his [riends prepave theiy offerings of cloth, rice, preserves, fruit,
ans, cushions, mats, and household uteusils, Onauappmmad day he
parades the strects, dressed in yellow, and mounted on a lorse richly
caparisoned, led by two serviints: o bund of music goes before, and a
panyurﬂhah:m- icle him: his male friends Blow in a troop, and
3 bri up the rear, the latter carrying on their

heads dmclﬁ:mgsm-‘.h ‘Rhabuans. Thus they proceed 1o the
cnnmtohhmhthemﬂmuhfhm:mtmhr ‘where he is presented
iulhrmtnthumﬁurufbh&. thierhood. This ceremony is repeated three

alation fre __ts-nrel:uheprqﬁr.l:d.
The Kiouins or conventgithe Rhaba e different in their structure

from common houses, ar e architecture of the Chinese;
they are made entirely of rool composed of difftrent stages,
supported by strong p ¢ inside comprehends one Jarge hall 5 1he
whale bouse is open at the Sides: some are curiously carved with various
symbalic representations of the divinity. There arenio apartments for the
private recreation of the Rhhazis ; pub ity is the prevailing system

of Birman conduct ; they admit ol ‘10 secrets either in church or state,

From !hbm!mmth& neighbourhood of Rangoon, the number
of Rhahaaus and Humghu‘ must be very considerable ¢ Twas told it ex-
ceeded 1500, This estimate must include those in their novitiste. Like
the Carmelites. they go barefooted, and have their heads close shaven; on
which they never wear any covering.

Yellow is the only :ﬁlour worn by the priesthood : they have 2 long
loose cloke, which they wrap round them so a3 o cover most part of the

* The inferlor arder of prignis, vulgarly ealied Tullupoing,
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bady : they profess celibacy, and abstain from every sepsuel indulgence.
The prescribed punishment for 3 Rhahaan detected in an act of inconti-
sence, is expulsion, and public disgrace ; the delinquent is seated on an
ass, and his face daubed with black paint, inierspersed with spots of white;
he is thus led through the streets, with a drum beating before him, and al-
terwards mimmed out of the city : but such insladces of degradation ane
very rire. The juniors are restricted from wandering abowt licentiously,
cither by day or night.  There is a prior in every convent, who has a dis-
cretionary power to grant permission to go abroad.

The Rlahaans never dress their own' yictuals, bolding it an abuse of
time to perform any of the common functions of lilie, which; se long as
they occupy. must divert them from the abstract contemplation of the di
vine essence.  They receive the cuntributions. of the laity, réady cooked,
and prefer cold food to hot. At the dawn of the merning they begin fo
perambulate the town, 1o collect supplies for the day + cach convent sends
forth a certain number of its members, who walk at a quick pace through
the streets, supporting with the right anm i blue lackered box, in which
the donations ave deposited ¢ these usually consist of boifed rice mixed
withoil, dried and pickled fish, sweetmeats, lruit, k¢ During their walk
they never cast iheir eyes to the right or to the left, but keep them fixed on
the ground ; theydo not stop to solicit, and seldom even lookat the dovors,
who appear more desirous to bestow, than the otherss to receive, Tlie
Rhabaans eat but ence a day, at the hour of noon. A much larger quanti-
ty of provision being commonly procured than suffices for the menbers of
the convent, the surplus is disposed ol as charitably as it was given, to
.the needy stranger, of the poor schalirs who daily attend them, to be in-
structed in letters, and taught their moral and religious daties;
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In the various commotions of the empire, | never heard that the Rha-
haans bad taken any active share; or publicly interfered in politics, or
enguged in war: by this prudent conduct they excited no resentment :
the Birmans and Peguersprolessing the same religion, who ever were con-
querors, equally respected the ministers of their faith,

| Kad beard much of the veneration paid to the Seredaw, or head of the
Rhahuans at Rangoon, and by cltince had an opportuniiy of seeing him ;
he lived in 2 very handsome monastery, hall a mile from town, on the
ruad leading 10 Shoedagon.  One evening, taking my customary. walk,
I'met him returning from the pagoda ; there was nothing to distinguish
him from the common Rhahaans; he wore the same yellow dress, and his
héad und feet were bare ; his years and abstructed appearance induced me
toask who he was; onbeing told, 1 turned and joined company with him,
for he would ot have stopped or gone out of his way had a monarch ac-
costed lim., He entered freely into conversation, but kept his eyes fixed in-
variably on' the ground before him; he was a little old man, of seventy-
live, and still walked with firm step on even ground, but when he ascended
the stairs of his dwelling, he required support. He goes every day, at
the same hour, to the temple, to offer his devations, and performs the
journey, which, going and returning, cannot be less than four miles, oo
foot. Approaching his grove, he civilly asked me to come in and rest my-
self; I Ibllowed him, and we took our seats on mats spread on the Hoor, in
the centre of o Jarge and lafty hall. Several younger Rhahaans who had
attended him in his walk, ranged 1hemselves at a small distance. 1 ywas.
however, disappointed in the expectations I had formed ; he betrayed 2
worldly pride inconsistent with his years and sacred function; he an-,
nounced, with much pomp, that he was the head of the church at Ringoon,
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and ostentatiously displayed his sacerdotsl titles, engraven on iron plates,
tiat had been conferred on him by the present and the late king. He
seemed to possess little: of the bumility which distinguished the aged pre-
late of Pegue, and I lefi him impressed with much less reverence than I
had enteriained for his character belore our interview.

1 was told, that formerly there were nunneries of virgin priestesses, who,
like the Rhahaans, wore yellow gurments, cut off their bair, and devoted
themselves to chastity and religion; but these societies were long ago
abolished, #s being injurious to the population of the state. At present
there are a few ol women who shave their heads, wear a white dress, lol-
low funerals, and carry water to the convents. These venerable dames
have some portion of respect paid (¢ them.
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CHAPTER VIL

Population of Rangoon—an Asylum [for insolvent Deblors.~— Religious
Toleration granted to Foreigners—Province of Dalla, and. Town of
Maindi,—Mina-Shun-Ruay ar the ¥illage of Prostitutes,—Barba-
rous Law respecting  the [emale Relaliops of insolvent Deblors.—
Treatment of the Women.—River of Rangoon commodious for Ship-
Imrfdmg—-.m*smi Ships of burthen on the Stocks.— Birman Sktywng.its
— Imperial Mapdatearrives Jfor the English ﬂtpum:m Lo proceed tothe
Capital—the Maywoon of Pegue ordered to accompany it—Hunlsmen
employed to catch Alligalors and Rhinoceroses.—Reverence of the Bir-
mans for their braminical Astrologers—they declare a pmpﬁious Day
[for the Maywoon to depart—he leaves Rngqqn—Engﬁsﬁ.ﬂq:u[mfm
prepares o follow.—Descriplion of Ifu-Ms, &e.

Tnt population of Riangoon is considerable; there are 5000 registered
taxable hanses in the city and the suburbs ; il each house be supposed 1o
contain six peaple, the estimate will amount 6 30,000 Rangoon, having
long bieen the asyhum of insolvent debtors from the different settlements
of India, is c¢rowded with foreigners ol desperale lortunes, who find from
the Birmans a fricndly reception, and, lor the most part, support them-
sclves by carrying on a petty trade, which affords a decent subsistence to
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those who act prudently. Here are to be met fugitives from all coun-
trics of the East, aind of &l complexions: the exchange, if I mity so call
the common place of their meeting, exhibits a motley assemblage of mer-
chants, such &s few towns of much greater magnitude can produce ; M-
labars, Moguls, Persians, Parsees, Armenians, Portugueze, French, and
English. all mingle here, and are engaged in various branches of commerce.
The members of this discordant multitude are not only permitted to re-
side under the protection of government, but likewise enjoy the most libe-
ral toleration in matters of religion; they celebrate iheir severnl rites and
festivals, totally disregarded by the Birmans, who have no inclination to
make proselytes. In the sume street miy be heard thie solemmn voice of the
Muczzin, calling pious Islamites to early prayers, and the bell of the Por-
tugueze chapel tinkling & summons to Romish Christians. ' Processions
meet :nd pass each other without giving or receiving cause of offence.
The Birmans never tmuble themselves about the religious opinions of any
sect, or disturh their ritual ceremonies, provided they do not break the
peace, or meddle with their own divinity Gaudma; but if any person
commit an ontrage. which the Mussulmen, in their zeal for the' true Faith,
will sometimes do, the offender is suire 19 be put into the stocks; and if
that does not calm his turbulent enthusiasm, they bastinado him into
tranguillity,

The violence of the rainy monsoon prevented pur making distant excur-
sions, which, in the present stage of the mission, 1 should perhaps have
svaided, had the weather been favourable. Our momning rides and even-
ing walks seldom extended beyond the great temple, that being the best
road, Dr. Buchanan onie morning went across (o the west side of the
river. on the bank of which, opposite to Rungoon, & 2 considerable town,
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called Maindu, the residence of the governor of the province of Dalls, who
has already been mentioned a5 having come down to meet the deputalion
on its first arrival. This government is-entirely distince from Rangoon,
on the east side: the rank of the govemer is much inferiof to that
of the Maywoon of Pegue, notwithstanding which, the latter cannot ap-
prehend a criminal within the jurisdiction of Dalla; by his own autho-
rity. The city of Dalla, from whence the province takes its name, is said
to be on the west side of the China Buckier river, and was formerly a place
al consilerable importance.  The town of Maindu is composed of one long
street, at the cast end is a cresk. which goes all the way to Bassien, and
has twelve feet depth of water, at high tide ; on the west ;_’i_d;_i_s a simaller
creek, on the bank of which stands a village called Mima-Shun-Rua, or
the village of prosiitutes, being iuhabited wholly by women of that de-
scription.

Prostitution in this, as in all ether countries, is the ultimate resort of
female wrerchedness, but here it is often attended with circumstances of
peculiar and unmerited misery.. Many who follaw this course of life are
not at theiy own disposal, or receive the camings of their unluppy pro-
fession ; they are slaves sold by creditors 10 a licensed pander, for debis
more frequently contracted by others, than by themselves.  According to
the laws of Pegue, he who incurs & debt which he cannot pay, becomes,
the property ol his creditor, who may claim the insolvent debtor as
his slave, smd oblige him {0 perform menial service imtil he liquidates the
debit s nor does the unhappy man always suller in his own person alone,
his immediate relatives areofien included in the bond, and when that is
the case, arc lisble to be atiached and sold, to discharge the obligation,
The wietchedness into which this inlwman lbw plunges whole families is
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ot 1o be described.  Innocent women are often dragged from domestic
comfort-and fmppiess, 2ad from the flly or misfortune of the master of the
Louse, i whicl they pertuips have no blame, are'sold to the licensed sy
perintesidant of the Tackally, who, i’ they possess auraciions, pays a
high price for them, and reimburses himsell by the wages of their prosti-
tution.

T their reatment of the sofier sex the Birmans re destitute botls of
delicacy and humanity, they consider women as little superior o the
brite stock of their farms,  The lower class of Birmans muke no scruple
of selling (heir danghters, sud even their wives; to foreigners who come le
pass a temporary residence amongst them. . Ttrellects o disgrace on any
of the parties, and the woman is 1ot dishonotired by the connection.

‘Respecting the trade of Rangoon, the commodities which the esuntry s
capable of producing, the present state of its commerce, and the obstacles
that check its growth; 1 shall have vecasion (o speak more at length in
another part of this work: it s sufficient here to observe, that teak, the
most durable wood Uit is known, and best adapted for the camstruction of
ships; is produced in the forests of the Birmun and Pegue empires in inex-
haustible abindance. The river of Rangoon s equally commadious for
the cotistriietion of ships: the spring tides rise tweuly feet in perpendicu-
T height ;. the banks are soft, and so flat ‘that there is lictle need ol lnbour
for tha'ﬁrmnm&s: vessels of any burden may be buile. Nature
has liberally done her part 1o render Rangoon the most: Hourishing seaport
of the enstern worlidi

Plhiere were at thiis time several dhips o 600 10 1000 tons hurden on
the stacksz ‘anie Belonging tothe Maywoon of Pegue, ubout H00 tans,
was considered by profossional men as w specimen of excellent work-

Fi
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manship; it was entirely wrought by Birman carpenters, and formed on-a
French model, s ure most of the ships built in this river, the Birmans hav-
iyt received thefr Frst rudiments of the-an from  thit -nation.  Three or
foutr vessels of burden were likewiseima state of forwandness, belonging
to English adventurers, and one still langer thun'the yest, almost ready to be
aumchied, the property of thie Governior of Maindu, the town on; the oppo-
site' side. | 1F this ship was nol composed of prime nyaterialy, the: building
al least was well aitended to 3 every moming the governor's swife crossed
the river in her husband's barge, attended by two or three femule ser-
vants: alierlanding she commonly. tok ber scat on oae of the timbets i
the vard, and overlooked the workmen for some howrs, after whick she
returned’ home; and seldom missed coming ack in the evening, tosee that
the day’s tusk had been comipleted.  Theslipon which the:ship was built
Nappéied (o be contiguons 1o our: Brst Labitztion, 3 circumstince that
capsed 1s7 o remark her constant visits @ curigsity, howevar, didnot
prompt her; or amy of her attendants, 10 come witlin our precinets, whilst
decosun deterred us [rom making advances towards an acquaimance. Her
Lissland never accompaied her, ind she did not.seem to require kis 2id,
Wamen in the Birman coumtry ane notionly good hmm:w,hm Tike-
wise manage the wore important mercantile coneerns of their husbands,
and uttend o their imerests in all outdoor transactions: they are indus-
i to the greatest degres, and arc said to be good motliers; and seldom,
from inchnation, unfaithial wives. [ (his be a true characier, they meel
with a most ungenerous return, for the men treat them as beings of @ very
subordinate order.
Whilst we admired the structure and materials of these ships, we could
not overlosk the mode in which the work was executed, and the obvious
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merit of the wiificers.  In Bengal a native carpenter, though hie business
is.commonly well done, yel in his manner of pntf?;:mhg it, he excites: the
surprise and ridicule of Europeats § he cuts his wood with a diminative:
adzey inva feeble and slow: manoer, and when he wants 1o s a piece of
titber, hus recourse 102 coolee, or labourer, that attends him: numbers.
there compensate for the want of individual energy i notwithstanding this,
they:fimish what they undertake in a masterly mansier. The Birman ship-
wrights are athletic men, and possess, in-an eminent degree, that vigour
which distinguishes Europeans; und gives them pre-eminence over the
enervated natives of the East; nor do | imagine that the inlabitants of
any country are capable of greater bodily exertion than the Birmans.

The month of May was now lar advanced, and we became 4 little impa-
tient at remaining so long in a state of uncestainty. especially as the offi-
cers of sovermment did not at all relax inthe formulity and coldness of
their deportment, nor were we yot assused what might be the nuture of
our reception b coust. From this unpleasant stute ol suspense we weie
agreeably relieved by the arrival of a letter from the Maywoon of Pegue,
to the counil of Rangoon; acquainting them that he had received the im-
perial mandate to make preparations fur our conveyance by waler ter ihe
capitaly and that it was his Majesty's frther pleasure: that he should ac-
company the deputation in person. - Baba-Sheen: lost no time in impart-
ing to me the intelligence; which was soen after communicated by an
official message from the Ruywoon, inviting me ta the Rlcom, or public
hall, to hear the order rmally announced in councile  This was:a core:
mony whicl 1 begged leaye 1 decline, but 1 sent ny Moonshes, or For-
sian secretary) 1o attend the meeting. . i

Qur visit 0 Ummerapoors belng now » measure decided on by the
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highest authority, it became requisite to muke some endpuiries. réspecting
our accommodations for the voyage, Being well awarethat no steps could
be taken except through the regular charmels of authority, 1'1Irppﬂﬂd to the
Raywoon to obtain permission to purchase suitable boats for the use of the
deputation+ an inferfor officer waited on ime, to represens on ' the part: of
the Raywoon, that i was inconsistent with the usage of their govermment
to admit of a public minister being at any expence for his conveyance;
and that the superintendint of the port had veceived instructions to pre-
pare as'many boats as T thought necessary.  This, I understood, was ‘an
established point of etiquette from witiclt they could not possibly recude.
Lexpressed regret at putting the government to’ so greal an oxpence, but
requested, as the season was boisteroirs, snd the voyage nbt a short one,
that the vessels might be examined by an English shipwright; and such
alterations made as would render them commodious 1o Europeans, swhich
the bots of the natives, both from theirstructure and 'insufficient coyer-
ing, are bir from being. My désire met a eheerfit] compliance.
Conformably to the imperial mandute; the Maywoon lelt Pegus, and
arrived at Rangoon on the 25th of May: his retinue was numevous, nd
as no person of high official consequence, when summeoncd to attend 1he
Galden Feer, can assure himselll of returning to his government, or office,
i order to be prepared for whatever might oceur, e brought with lim his
wile and family, as the companions of his voyage. On ihe day:afier his
arrival | paid him a visit, he was extremely civil, and assured me of his
ready services on every oceasion. [
About this time an order came from court to the provincial govermnment
of Pegue, which fumished a subject of much conversation. 1 was-told that
the Emperor of China, laving never seén  rhifioceros or an alligator,
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entertained an ardent desire to view those formidable animaly beloss his
death and had intimated liswish; through a pravingial legate fom Yunan,
who lad fately arsived al Ummerapoora. [or the purpese of settling some
mencintile mmangemants. lecK.mg of Ava;solicious to. gratify hl.ﬁ #n-
wust brother of China, bad siguified his pleasure 1o bis chiel minister, who
sent the order beforementioned, We purport ol which, | undersiood, yas, 1o
catch twenly alligators, aud as maay of the rhinoeeros tribe, and convey them
10 the metropolis, whence they were to be transported to the impesial city
of Pee-Kien. Those whomiade clephant hunting thelr profissiva, m(l%;.
patched to the forests, and stroug nets were tnown acoss the Pegue river,
on the sands of whicli, when the tide cbbed, 1 liad seen, in the course of
my journey to Pegue, 2 much greater number than his majesty required.
The fishermen began successhully; several alligators were takeny in two ov
tree days, and put into boats, in the bottum of which wells were con-
structed, - The crocodile and alligator, although they are accounted amphi-
bious animals, cannot long suppert life out of the water. The shinocgros
hunters, 1 afierwards learned; were not equally. fortumate. |

In @ former part of this work it has been mentioned, that the: Birmans,
notwithstanding they are Hindoos of the sect of Boodir, and nnt disciples
of Brahmi, nevertheless reverence the Brahmins, and acknowledge their
superiority in scienee over their own priests oy Rhahasns. The partiality
which the Ring,who is guided inevary moyement by asirological advice.
manifesis in their fyour, lus given celebrity 1o their predlictions, and
brought them so much nto fashion, that there is not 3 yicervy or May-
woon who has pot in his bouschold some «f these domestic sag,m,whmn
he consults on all impartast occdsivns, ang sametimes on occasions of ne
jtoportance whatever, The Maywoon of Pegie, whise vieeroy alty, thaveh
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ot the most extensive, is the most lucrative i the empire, maintaing a
number of Brahmins, whose counsel be desired on the most fortunate day
and hour to commence the journey. Aller dus deliberation, the 28th of
May, at cight o'clock in the morning, was pronounced the most propitious,
for departure, and that time was accordingly appointed, Unluckily our
boats could not be got in readiness quite 50 soon, but as there was no re-
sisting the stars, the Maywoon declared his vegret at the superatural
necessity: thut compelled Lim w precede us, promising, however, to wak
at the head of the Rangoon river, where it branched from: the great
stream ol the Irrawaddy, untid we should join him, the distance being not
moe than ¥ two day s journey. Iacquiesced in the propriety of submitting
every temporal coneern 1o the disposal of fute, sind hoped that he would
not sulfer any consideration for us, to interfere with Lis own amngements,
On the day fixed, at séven in the moming, he passed our habitation, and
proceeded with much pomp to the water-side, himself on horseback, his
lady wi = palsnquin, and his childresearried astride. in -men's shoul-
ders. His own barge was very handsome, and of the strsclure appertain.
ing to'nobility; it wus attended by several war Euntn-mdy_ manned, with
a number of common vessels; some belonging to his retinue, others to
merchants, who took the opportunity of his protection: to trausport their
merchandize duty free. The Maywoon reposed for a shiort time. in. the
bouse that'is nsed as an exchange, and when the great drum that pro-
claimed the hourstruck the fivst stroke, he stepped on boand, and was dol.,
lowed by diis family . in an instant every boat pushed from the shove with,
#loud shouts the vars were vigorously plied, and ‘the. food tide setling
strong, the feet was soon earried to the nonbiward of the city, il

“I'he bouts, six in number, tlat had been pmyided for vur aceothmo-
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‘dution, were now ready to receive us; Dr Buchanan, Mr. Wood, and my-
self, had cach o separate vessel ; the Hindoo Pundit, whose religious preju-
dices rendeved it drksome o him to mingle with Mussulmen, had likewise
@ sl beut ro himself: The guard, und such attendants 25 we did not
immediately require, ocoupied smother of & lurger size, in which our heavy
baggage. field equipdge, ko wereatowed © 3 kind of cutter was équipped
as 4 kitchen, which was seldom wanted;, 2s' our own barges: were suffi-
ciemly spacious to admit of alt culinary purpeses, without incon-
venience to the inhibitants.  These barges were ol a very different con-
struction fram the flat-bottomed vessels called budgerows, that are used on
the Gunges; ours were long and narrow, and required a good deal of Lallast
to keep them steady ; even with ballast they would have been in constant
danger of oversetting, had they not been provided with outriggers, which,
compaosed of thin boards, or ofiener of buoyant bamboos, make a platlorm
that extends horizontally six or seven feet on the outside of the byat, from
stem to stern. Thus secured, the vessel can incling no fyther than unil
the platform touches the surfuce of the water, when she immediately fights §
on this stage the boatmen ply their oars, or impel the boal forward by
poles such an addition affords & canvenience unksown to the navigation
of the Ganges; it is the place exclusively appropiated to the crew, who
steep on it at wight, and, by putting up mats, or spreading a sail from the
rool of the boat to the outside edge; shelter themselves from the weather.
My barge was-sixty feet in length; and not more than twelve in the widest
part; by taking away on¢ thwart beam near the sterm, laying a floor two
feet below the gunwalk, and raising an arched roof about scven feet ubove
tie floor, a commodious room was formed, fourteen feet long, and ten
wide, with a closet behind it at the stem there was @ stage, on which
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the Leedegee, or steersman, stood, and a vacant ‘space of seveni or eight
fegt, where a kettle might be boiled, or dimmer provided. On each side'af
the cabin a small deor opened on the platform, and there were three
windows which, when raised, admitted a free circulation of air.  The roof
was made of bamboos, covered with mats, and over all was extended a
painted canrvass that effectually secured us from the heaviest rain, The in-
side was neatly lined with matting.. The conveyances of (he other gen-
tlemen were nearly of the same size and construction. Twenty-six boat~
men composed the crow of my vessel, exclusive of the Leedegee, who is the
chief er captain,
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b CHAPTER VIIL

. | . Y s

Dipart. from Rangoon.—Alieration in the Temperature of the Air—
Beach: Panleng, —Masguitoes tinuswatly numerons and troublesome.
—~Pass Kettores-Rua, or Parroquet Village.— Towns of Yingain-
Chain-Yak, and Denoobew. —A handsoms 'Temple.— Segalighee—
Summeingtoh — Yeoungbenzah. — Singular Appearance of a Tree—
Taykyatt—Terriato, or Mange Village—Tuamboolerra—Kioumzeik,
or Convent Stairs.— Indigo Plant—Birman Msthod of preparing it for
Use.—Manufactory of Colton Cloth.—Skwayt-Gaim—Sabbaymeotun—
Gnapeeserk. — Violent Curreal. — Veogaim — Ranounglay, or Lillle
Kaneung,— Rich Pluntations.— Kanoungghe, or Great Konoung.—
Slaw Frogress. — Meyakoun — gilded ' Templés, and spacions Con-
Varls — mr iy trading Bouls — Country fruilful. — Pashetin—
Fianggnin. — Violent Gust of Wind, — Lirroup-mion, er Chinese
Town—Mounlatins — T ceezan.—Peeing-ghee.—A Ship on the Stocks.
— Beantiful Appearance of the Bapks—Greal Difficulllfin surmount-
ing the Stream—extraordinary Exertions of te Boatmen—IFleet dis-
persed —Buggage-boal lost—The Fled reassembles—Reach the Gity

of Pecaye-mew, or FProme.

O the 20th of May we were ready to depari: our baggage and attend-

ants had been previously seot on boavd, and the boats containing the

royal, presents had received their lading from the Sea-Horse. * We
Gg
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embarked in the evening, slept on board, and at 10 o'clock next morning,
whesi the tide served, pushied off; accompanicd by our civil acquainiancs,
the Seve-dogee of Pegue, BabaSheen, Jacol Aguizar, the Anuenian mer-
chant, and the chiel interpreter of ngmn 3 these personiges liud boats
of their own. Patitchoo, my Portuguess servant, being with me, and three
or four elihe boutmen speaking  little of e Hlindostan linguage, Lawias at
no 10ss w0 make mysell understond.  An under Serce, or inferior clewk, was
stationed in my boat, prfessedly to attcad tomy wants, and eceive my
ortders, and probably with a-view o oliserve and. report my actions. It
was, liowever, an ostensible compliment, and aceepied by me in. that
figlut: 4 - . -
We rowed without intermission until three in the aftermnoon. A short
way [rom Rangoon. the river becotnes namower, with a winding eourse,
owing o which we did not wdvanee more than three Jezgues in a direct
line: Wo passed a smull village on thedefts the bunks on cach side were
shaded with trees, The flest braight to oo (he north side of the fiver, when
Dector Buthanan went on shore, and. fnd an extensive pliin coveral
with short grass; beyond which: therewas 2 lurge villuge. We experienced
a pleasing stlteration in the temperature of the air on the water, from what
we had felt gpmshore. The day belore mir depariure, st two o'dock it the
afternoon; the thermometer in e house stood aL U8 nextduy;at the same
ot dhe quicksilver enly reached 900 on the rivere When the flood made,
we got' under way, rowed lard all night, and Snchored in the moming near
4 town called Panlang, which, the Seree informed me; had once been B City
of considerable magnitude. and from which the Rangoan vives is frequently
called the Panlimg-nioup. The number of beats that were moored vear it,
indicmted that it was still 3 place of some importance.  The soil is grich,

-
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bt there appeared to bie little cultivation in jis ueighbourhood : bere 2
brancl of the river shupes its course 1o thie south. At twoin the afiernoon
we pursued our voyage, aud comtinued rowing dl) seven in the evesting,
whien we brought to; having passed three small villages in the way, one
of which was surrounded by thick proves of plantain trees: At this plice
we spent a very comfortless niglu: itis lp'&ﬂ of the river remarkable for
being infesied by mosquitoes of wy unusual size, and venomeus biyond
what T ever felt in any other country; two pair of thick stockings were
msulficient 1o defend my legs from their attackssy when in bed the cur-

tains affordéd some protection, but the servants, and even the boatmen, got
nn resd all night. A kind of réed Uit grows on the bank, breeds znd har
bours these insects in the ulmost sbundance; fnrtmmtﬂy:ﬂh‘: colony does
ool extend many miles 1 & war boat thimt rows qurick ﬂndu:pethtm.hut
a heavy vesel must lie for one tide within their action,

O the Brst'ol June, a3t daybreak, we lefi Panlang; and stopped about
nine o'clock ata humlet on the right, where we saw i few g:l‘dﬂttl: wnd
several travellers passing along a rowl at some distance o the pliin. The
piver heve voutracts greatly, and does not appesr 1w be more’ than two
hundred yards across. Our people having tuken refreshment, we Eﬂntl
mied ourvoyuge. - After keaving Panlang the infuetice of the tide Ilf.!:ﬂm-f:l-
sl weaker, and (ho water, during the ebb, is fresh. Our progress was
But Alow, having peither wind nor stream (o befriend us. In thies hours we
reachied Ketiorce-Rus, or Parroques village ; and in two hours juore came
to Yangain-Chain-Yah. Here we entered thie great river, and stopped for
i wight; oy boats being fastened with hawsers to/ihe bank, The course
of the stresn was piearty north and south, mid ahont amile wide.

Noxt mnrmhtg. ut the down of day, we pushed all; and at ene o'dlock,
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jeined the Maywoon, who with his stite, and & vast conicourse of boats,
was wititing our arrival ; he sent a polite message, with « present of some,
milk, fine rice, and fruit. Heavy rains fulling, we remained here all day :
the banks were steep, and there was nothing to attract notice.  Ae adis-
tance on tlie opposite share we could perecive the temple of Denoobew.
Au eight o'clock in the moming of the 3d of June the whole fleet got
tnderway. Being now in the great river, and no langer sheltered by high
and close banks, we spread our canvass, and fivoured by 3 strong south-
exly wind, sailed against the siredm. At niine we passed Denoobew, an’
extensive town, ornamented with a lofty temple, resembling Shoedagen in
form, but of & less size. The adjacent helds appeared cultivateds sevesal
large mexcantike boats were Iying here, and more ar a small village on the
epposite side; the river was still low; the mins, alihongh set in, had not
yet materially affected ir.  We passed, in the course of our dity’s journey,
many islands of sand formed by diflerent streams of the river, i the dry
season, hut which are entirely covered when the waters swell; on some
of these islands tliese are trees and vendire.  We lefl the towns of-Segalr-
ghee. on the east, and Summeingtoh vn the west, Our journey this day
was very delightful; the weather turned out fine, ane the wind was so
lavourable, that theugh the stream wis strong; we passed the banks at the
rate of three milesan hour; there were notless thun  hundred sail of boats
of diflerent sorts. in.compiny ; the whole was a cheerful and pleasing stght.
The Maywoon being considired is commodare of the flee, his movements
regulated therest. We stopped at sunset uesr the town of Yeoungbenzah,
where | missed the ‘Sere-dogee of Pegue, who seldom fiiled making an
evening visit to drink tea, and ask questionsabout England. Baba-Slieeniald
me that e was left helind at the head of the Rangoon river, where he Was
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bargaining for another boat, his own being rather crazy; and so deeply
wladen with merchandies, that ho durst not venture it on the great river,.

We lefi Yeoungbenrzah at daybreak, and passed in our course several
islands of sand: In one place we percéived the roots and stump of a tree
gmwing close to the water's edge, under a high bank, about lourteen feet
beneath the surface ul the soll : this singular appearance is o be accounted
for by supposing; that where the bank was now vaised, there had formesrly
Been a sand level with the water; an which a tree took 7001, and had been
covered by aunug) accumulations from the river during the scason of nun-
datlon, It is probable that the tall reeds and coarse grass, which every year
rot and incorporate with the sand of the river, form the fine soil of the
plains i thus aquitic exuviz are to be discovered every where deepiin the
carth ¢ the stream, however, washes away on oné side as much as it de-
posits on Lhe ather, and:as is the cose' with all rivers flowing through
champaign countries, is- continually changing its channel.  In the ‘morm-
ingwe passed Taykyait, a long and strageling town on the west side : also
Terriatg, or Mange village, small, but beautifully situated on o high
commutding bank that overlooks the country on the opposite side (o a
great distanee; it issurrounded by groves of mango trees, from which it
takes the name. Taambooterra, on the same side, is 2 long town, The
conntry, in this journey, did not appesr so well mhabited as that we
pussed through the day before. At half past four we came 1o for the nighe
at Kioumzelk, or Convent Stairs; along sand intervened between us and
the town; at this season the convex side of :'hg ‘windings of the river
always tenuinaies in a level sund.  Twao temples, not large, but gilded on
the outside from top 1o bottom, made a*very brifliant appearance. There
were hiere many monasteries, the Rhahaans belonging o them were strol-
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ling up and down the banks, ax curiosity led them,  Near the river side
were some fields planted with indigoy which Urove i (ull Juxtriance, and,,
was nearly wipe; ‘the natives prepare it without any skill: a lurge quan-
lity of tse weed was stesping inan old boat sutik in (he tiver, which wis
substituted in the rocm of 4 wat, They (lo not take the trouble, or perbaps
do not know how, 1o purily and reduce it to a hard rehned copsistence, but
are satisfied with it in 2 lquid state 1 they mse it 1o colowr & coarse kind
ol cotton cloth, which is manulscrared here in great/ quantities. The indigoe
is very cheap, and doubtless miglit, by proper muvagement, be gullivated
in this couniry to the I'IIEI'IEEI. ndvnntqgﬂ ;

The town of Kiownzuik is el built, and seems Iﬁlu in & stte of im-
provement 2 there ane :gvml-m:ﬂruyl_hms-m. it, catised by water-courses,
over which good wooden bridges: are buili, The manufacture of covon
cloth is the source: of its prosperity. - A town culled Heuzadah, near to
Kioumzeik, is of much greater antiquity, Numerous cant-roads mnd path-
Wways evints that there is an extensive communication maingained sith the
mterior country, bhut we siw litde cultivation of grain, and only 2 lew
gardens. Bulfaloes and other cattle were graxing in lge herds on the neigh-
bouring pikin.

On thenexi diy, June 5th, we put uli at the first dawn, and passed in the
course of onr journey several small villoges, none ol which presented uny
-thing worth notiee s Sekayebeeim, on the east, wiss the most considerable.
The bank on one sidewis Higl, and the sands exiensive on the other, The
course of the river runs deep beneath an overbanging bank, at a sluggish
rate, not exceeding & mile in the hour. The southerly wind was not so
strotig as ususl, and the temperature of the sir hind become much hot-
ter; the thermomeler, which on the preceding day stdod a0 78° on this



EMDASST TO AVA. s 251

rose to 86% siill the heat wis nol oppressive.  We broughuto in the after-

o noan, south of 3 tows called Ackeo; the eyening was cloudy snd threat-
enied a thunda- storm; 2 long and low strnd lxy between the boats zod
the town; 1 did !:rﬂl‘sﬂ on shore s Dr. Buchanan, however; ventured, and
met with nothing to gepay the trouble he 1ok in tmremng a2 plain of
hewvy sund,

We set off il following moming at the wsual haus, and saw a few il
lsges, but none remarkalile; oncon the wst stk was situated i a large
garden of plaalin ress. - At noom our hastmen tracked the boats along
thesands, antl mude greater progress thus than they could cithey by rowing.
or setting with polis: Notwiditanding the geacral name of the tiver
is brrawaddy, Heamisl Ust difivest parts of it wte distinguished by dif-
ferenit sppellitioms, tiken from places of noteon its banks, as though we
shold edll the Thames, 3t appropriate places, the Gravesead tiver, the
London viver, &e. Al two o'chk the sky lowered, and black clouds:in
the north-west quarter threatenied one of thase violent gusts which are fre-
atient at thisyessony (he Ledeegee, of b own accond, broughi (o on the
weat side, vnder the sheltor of arvhigh kank. As soan. as the buat was
made fast, the Doctor and 1 clambered up the sieep; the country round
was covered with reeds aé tall v 2 man's head 1 there wene many puth-
ways leading tlrough them, butwe were dissuaded by the Rinnans lvom
eatering, lop fear of tigers, which ar oumersus liese, and particularly. fre-
quent that kind of cover, The sisrm brake befure it reached as, and,
after & delay of pwo lours, we e wil with 2 southerly "ﬂ‘mﬂ L passing A
iargt villagee orx the west; the Serce told me it was na:_m:d Shwﬁ}':-ﬁuiﬂ_h;l;g
tat the inhébitnts somerimes, during the rainy scason, found gold dust
in the sand of the river, which i washed dewn by the periodical wains.
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A town nearly opposite, on Lhe east side, is ca]lul_Sahb;ymaaum It was
eight o'clock in the evening when we stopped close to the town of Gnas
peezeik.. Gnapee, or Napee; a sort;of sprat hall pickled and half putrid,
has already been described as 3 fvourite and universal sance ased by the
Birmans, to give @ relish to their vice; Zeik siggifiesa landing pluce,
whenece we concluded that this town is‘an emporium for that commudity,
which. in itself, forms an extensive braneh of traflic.

Early in the moming we left Guapee, and had to contend against
strong current, with) very little assistance fom the wind; the western
bank was planted withi pipal and mungo trees. Yeagaim, on the: right.
and Kanounglay, or Litile Kanoung, an the feft, were the most remarkable
places: mear the latter we saw several plantatious of fruil trees, the man-
w0, plantain, jack-fruit, aud custard apple. The fields near it were regu-
larly laid downyand well fenced ; many boats, some of them of & large size,
were building on the banks, und the general aspect ol things denoted
peace and plenty. A litle time brought us (o Kanoungghe, or Great
Kanouny. a long town, with & good quay, and well constructed wnmlen.atnh:s?-
consisting of one hundred steps, descending (o the waler's edge. The
population of this part. of the country must be considerable. Tn getling
round a blufl point we found much difficulty, owing to the rapidity of the
current ; thefleet was,in consequence, widely scattered, some surmounting
the stream with more ease than others; the wind was bot famt, and
the weather exceedingly suliry, At two o'clock the thermometer rose 1w
a4*.. Our boatmen being harassed, 1 brought to early in the evening; un-
dera pleasant bank ;. the Maywoon had got far a-head. Before teal watked
out with my gun, but had no success, secing only a few quails and
some wild pigeons, The country was tolerably well cleaved, and though
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there wits not much cultivation, it seemed in a stale of preparation [y the
husbandman,

Our. progress on the following day was more expeditions; we soon
reatied the 1mghbhurimd of Meyahoun, formerly Loonziy, rendered
memorable in the wary between the Birmuns and Peguers, It is 2 very
anciut ¢ity, streiching two miles along the margin of the river.  Houses
in cities or in villages differ very little; bar this town wis distinguished
by pumerous gilded temples, and spacious conyents: a great variety ol
tall wide-spreading trees gave the place an air of venerable grandeur;
under the shade ol these several Rhahaans were luxuriously reposing.
We saw not less than two hundred lurge boats at the dillevent quays,
which; on an average might be reckoned each at: sixty tons bifrihen,
all provided with good roofs. and masted after the country manner. They
seemed much better constructed than the unwicldy ﬁ_ﬂiﬁch' of Bengal.
| was informed that the neighbourhood of Mayahoun is uncommonly fruit-
ful in rice, and that a kuge quantity is exported annually to the capital.
Here also were capucious granaries belonging to the King, built of wood,
arul covered with thateh ; these ure always kept filled with grain ready to
be transported to any purt of theempire in which there lappens to be u
scarcity, @ misfortune that sometimes occurs 10 the higher provinces, where
the annual rains are neither so certain nor se copious as in the southem
disiricts 1 this wise und humane instifution utmugbr evinces the soliciude
of the monarch for the wellire of his people. Leaving Mayuhoun, we
passed Pashesm, whence a nullah, or witer-course, leads o the south-
west, also Kisnggaing at both these: places: there were s number of
uading boats. At half past two o'clock we were assailed by a viclent

* A heavy boat nsed on the tiver Ganges.
| Hh
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vorth-west gust of wind, that, acting with the current, drove us back
nearly two miles belore we could resch the shore. The river heve was
more than a mile wide, although it had not yet wttained its [ull mousoon
height. At four we again got under way, and saw, on the east side, Tir-
roup-mion, or. Chinese Town.  During owr journey this-day we plainly
discenéd the Anoupectoumion, or great westerst hills that divide this
country from Armcan; the particular mountains i sight, the bontmen
said, were named Taungzo. The districts we passed -Ihmush this day were
exceedingly populous; and in most parts cultivateds We brought to late
in the evening, under a steep bank, near the inconsideralle village of
Taezan, .

Welelt; before daylight; a very uncomfortable situation': the night was
suliry, .md the high bank that hung over us prevented 3 Iree circulition
of airy added w ihis, we were annoyed with myriads of stinking insects
that issued from the reeds and coarse: grass. The plens.‘mluasﬁ-nf the day
cumpensated for the mconveniences of the night.  As we advinced, e
wesiern vange of hills closed wpan the river, and in some places displayed
very beautiful scenery.  Approaching the town of Pecing-ghee, on the
west sitde, the rucky banks rose abruptly 1o the height of two ar three
Ianitved feet, the sides of which were richly clothed with banging trees of
variegated foliage: The combinemant of the water in this place increased it
rapidity, and | could not but admire the exertivns made by the boatmen in
stamnming so violent 3 stredm: omrs were useless, and the perpendiculsr
E:mh-.aﬂhrdmimﬁmpmh 10 tracks |t therclore bocame necessury to im-
pel the boat forward b_j’ bamboo poles. a hi:nﬂur'nl which 1he Birm:ax_:_h_s dre
uncammanly expert. When the pale is B in the gruml, they place the
top of it against the muscles of the shoulder, just above the collur bone,
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then raising that shoulder, and bending frwand, thiey bring the whole
weight of the body to bear upon the end of the pole; in this manser they
traverse the platiorm from stem to stern, following edch other in quick suc-
cessian on both sides of the baat, having small thwart bamboos fastened
on the platform, a yard asunder; to prevent their feet from stipping.  Ow-
ing to this mode of fixing the end of the pole against the muscles that reach
from the back of the peck to the shoulder, a callosity is Jormed, and a
Birman boatman alwiys appears to be high shouldered.  Deould not dis-
cover why they prelerred that method to the more obvious and casy one
of pushing with the iat of the shoulders ey, however, perforned what [
am persuaded none but Birmans could effect, We weve un bour in pass-
ing the extreme force of the curreni, which did not exceed four hundred
yards.

The town of Peing-ghee, and thir of Sahilshdan, a Little above it, ex-
port a great part of tie tesk timber that is carvied 1o Rangoon. The forests
extend along on the western mountains, aod were insight from the buats. The
trces are felled in the dry season, and whed tlie mutisoon sets in, are borne by
the tarrenits to these towns, Therewas a ship on the stocks close to Peeing-
ghee, ol400 tons burthen; a Mussulmun merchant from Surat, out of cco-
nomy, chose this place for building at, iu preference to Rangoon 1 hemeant,
as soon as the hull should be Fnished, to Rost it down the soeam, T was
told: thiat there'wiis 2 good deal of litzand in the navigation, the distance of
whichy, including the wiud'i‘nga'uf lht: river, ;uphnhly exceeds 130 miles &
but he calculated the difference of expence to be adeguate: to the visk. This
adventurer furnished a proof of the confidence it might be placed in the
Birman government, and the security e a stranger Jias for los property.
The teak tree, slthough it will grow on the plains, is a native of the moun-
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tains. The forests, like most of the woody and uocultivated parts of Tndia,
are extremely pestiferons; an inhabitant of the cliampaign country cons
viders a ju'r.rme}" thither as: going to inevitable destruction. The wood-
cutters are a particalar cliss of men; born and bred in the hills; eventhey
are said 10 be unbealthy, and seldom attain longevity.

Thedilficulty of thisay’s journey had dispersed the Reet; the lightestand
best manned boats of course got a-head of the rest, and several were obliged
to jointheircorews, and carry up each vessel singly by their united strengtlt,
Halls mile above Sallaldan T overtook the Maywoon, who kad arvived
sume time befire me, and was waiting Jor-us.  The boatmen being greatly
harassed, he recommended usio pass the llig_hl here. Intheevening we took
& walk togethers the Maywoon was atiended by eight or ten serviuits
armed with spears and musquets: we both fircd al game without success. -
The Birmans. even the comnon boatmen, are fond of lowlingto u degree
of childish delight; sooner than not shoot they will fire at sparrows. |
never was more importuned than by them for shot, which they do not
know how (o fabricute. No selwolboy could be-more pleased than the
Leedegee of my boat, when 1 one evening lent him a gun to- shoot
wild pigeors. I this, as well us many other particulars, their disposi-
tion is strikingly contrasted with the habits of apatly and indolence that
characterize the nafives of Asia in general. My companions, Dr. Bucha-
nan avid Mr. Waod, nol joining the party before dark,1 expressed my ap-
preliensions abont them v the Maywoon, who was so good s (o dispateh
a war-boat to their assistance; the Doctor came about 1en o'clock, but
Mr, Waod's people being quite exhmusted, be was obliged (o stop three
miles short of us, and the baggage-boar did not arrive -;_u.itl]. A little alter
midnight I'was awakeved 1o receive the unpleasant mrelligence that she
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was wrecked : the boatmen, it seems, had nearly surmounted: the difficult
passage below Peeing-ghee, when, cither from a remission of their elfies,
or a3 more tmpetuous gush of water than usuul, the boat suddestly got
stern-way, and whew once she lost ground there was no recovering it
the boatmen resigned’ her to the curvent, which swept her back with
irresistible violence; fortunately she ser tawards the side, where a land+
ing was practicable, and taking the ground on & rocky bottom, she
bidged, and filled with water. The people got on shore safe, and
it was expected 1that most of the articles on board would be recoversd,
but such as were fiable to mjury fron the water were irretrigvably spoiled.

Farly the nest maming, June 1oth, Mr. Wood joined company; and
the Maywoon sent an officer to Pecing-ghee with directions to procure.
a proper conveyance for my people, and render them every possible as-
sistance; he likewise intimated to me lis desire o remain thyee or four
days at Meeayday, 4 town aod district two days journey north of Prome,
which lie holds in jaghire by 2 grant from the king. This intention wis
far from being disagreeable to me or to dny of the party, as our boatmen
were fatigued, and the servants and the guard required a short time 10 ud-
just their conveniences for the remainder of the voyage:

The country contiguous to the river in this day’s joumney, was pleas-
ingly diversified with hill and valley, and with spots of cleared ground and
hanging woods : the range of mountains retired in a westerly direction as
we advinced 1o the north, but smaller hills still skirted the river. We
sailed belore 1 fine southerly breeze, and enjoyed a climate far more
temperate than 1 ever experienced in Hindostan at the same season ol the
year,
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We lelt, a-stern on the west, Podungmew, a large and populous. city,
and on the right Shwaye-do-mew was the most important town,  About
noon we stupped to avoid a squall from the north-west : in the evening,
wy boat being a-head, 1 réached the cily of Pecaye-mew, or Prome,
on the east side; the other gentlemen did not crogs the river till piext

moring,
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Description of Prome—Surprise excifed by an Enropean—Frome some-
times called Terre-helleree—Origin of the ﬂhme—siugufa’r Anulogy. —
Fillage of Pouoodang—Temple—Zee-win—Kamma—Neounghenz etk —
Gals of Iind —Yeoungbenzeik—Serraipmev—T rees— Soil. —Meca-
day— House erected for the English Agent—Mode of Structure—2Bir-
mans punclilions in whatever relates to Rank—Town of Mecadoy—
Indulgence to Stramgers—Cullivalion— invited by the Maywoon to
visil' kis Gardens— Remarks—meet a Caravan—curions Stane—
nunterons Fisitanls — leave Mecaday. — Pass  Meealsak-gaim. —
Reach Loonghee.—Fisit a Kioum—Tradition respecting Loonghee.—
Romanlic Srﬂtfl'y.—??g:rs nunierons. —Gattle—Soil — Produace. —

- Excursion of the Portugneze FPantchoo.—Tangho—a Fort and Cily
of :‘nyqﬂankr.—ﬂmk Nut,—Kayns, or Mountuineers—Shawhunder

arrives—His whimsical Appearance. -

Prousren by curicsity 10 view & pian: so renowned as Prome is in
Birmun listory, for Laving been the scene of many long sicges and
bivody conflicts, as soon as my boat was made fast I hastened on shore,
and a short way from the bank entered a Jong strait street, in which [
walked fornear a mile, The buildings were not remarkable; but though I
saw lile tonotice, 1 found that T was myselll an object of universal won-
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der: the singular appearance of an English officer dressed in uniform was
a phz::m_nmnun perbaps never before seen in thin-pa.rt of the world. M_:f
attendants also created no little surprise; the dogs, oumbers of which in-
lested the streets, set up a horrid barking; the men gaped. the children
followed me, and  the women, as usual, expressed their astonishment by
lowed laughter, and clapping their hands ;  yet not the least indication of
contempt was manifested, nor any thing dane that could be: construed into
an intention o olfend. 1Vh1chevar_ way | wmed, IIIW"‘?WVI:'H respectlully -
openél, and. the most- forwind were restrained by others. The notice |
toik of a I}ulu girl, who was alarmed ot pur appearanee, seemed to be very
gratilying 1o tic parents, 2nd the mother encouraging her child, brought
her close to me. Had T entered a house, I Imve no doubt but the owners
would bave offered me the best of what it contuined. Kindness to strangérs
is equally the precept and the practice of Birmans.

At the wpper end of the present city are to be seen the ruins of the an-
cienit fort of Prome ; it had been & small pmtagon, buill of brick, and
from its situation must have been very stiomg, The modern fort is nﬁhmg
morg than s palisuded inclosure, with earth thrown up behimd it. pr
hills. on the castern side approach the town, in which the minsghave
formed channgls doywn to the viver, that sre crossed by wooden byidges. |
passed some stone-cutiers’ yards, where artificers were manufacturing
flags for pavements, and slabs and vases for the nse of temples, out of a
fine freestone which is found in that neighibourtionl.  Adjacent tu the town
theve s rayal menagery of elephants, consisting of two rows of lofty, well
buili stables, in which these animals are lodged during the rains,, 1 saw
some.that had been lately caughe, under the discipline necessary to sendes
them docile.
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The eity of Prome; and the proviuce in which it stands, are the jaghire,
or estate, of the second son of the kings they likewise give him his' titlé,
Prome is sometimes ealled Tenehetieree, or single skin g the Binnaus have
an old legendary tale respecting the origin of this name: it is related that
a favourite female sluve of Th utéﬁmg‘-m&n#&. or the mighty sovereign with
three eyes, impirtuned ber lord for s gilt of Some ground, aud being asked
of what extent, replicd in similur terms with he crafly and amprous Eliza,
when she projected the site ﬂf'mcimfﬂnrlhﬁse. Her request mlxgr:mled,
and she used the same mil‘i.ce.- The rescmblance ﬂllfﬂﬁ:&a i curious,

I hiad not lelsure (o go through the whole of the town, but was informied
that i-contained more inhabilants than Rangoen, and had a better sup-
pgxl? market. The Serce Told me that.the: ruins of 3 farge Tort and city,
musch surpassing the predn, stood about a leigue eastivard of the towa':
the luteness of the hour prevented me Trom contiviing my researches.

We deparied from Prome ut an carly hourgi thetith of June, and
sailed before a strong southerly gale (0] we came 1o Pousodang, a
small village budht on dre western bank of the river. A high hill of 2 coni-
caf form rises shruptly belind it; ou the top of which:there is a remiple of
peculfar sanctity, having once been thé abode of Gaudma ¢ the impres-
sion made by the foot of thie diﬂnhy is shewn iuamlaji'mt 3 ijnb of
garble. The Maywoon had gone belore us to perform liis devotions at this
place of worship. The hill scemed difficult of astent several of our
people weat up, But the day being wet aiid Moy T dechiied the under-
taking. We alterwiirds made head against a viulent eurrent by the gid of
a tempestucas wind ¢ there was, for & long wily, litlle improvement close
to the rivers sbiscure hamlets at dﬂﬂhl‘inlﬂ#thj&ﬂmed to shew thal
the country was not without inhabitants, Zesuin, on the west, appeared
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3 pretiy village. Towards evening we réached Kammah, on the east side :
it is Alic chief town of a district that bears the same name,and makes
large exports of teak timber for the Rangoon market. We did not
stop here, but continued gur course as far as Neoungbenzeik, sher: we
arrived top late 1o make many observations: du:uisu is u town of some
respectability. We were liere on a lee shore, under & high and rocky
bank. The Maywoon not liking the appearance of the weather,and think-
ing it wnsale to remain in such a situation all night, ordered the boatmen,
to yow across 1o a long sand, where we might be secure from danger in
the event of a storm ; mor was this precantion ill timed ; about midnight
it blesy & hugricane : we, however, ran nio risk: our boats touched the sofi
sand, and were mooted by stiong hawsers reaching from the stem and
stern to the shore.  Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchan®n, who had not come l%.
found shelter in & creek, where they passed the night.. As soon.as the
storm eommenced, the Maywoon detached a was-boat to their pssistance.
Our associates joined the fleet betimes in the morning, and we sailed
immediately. Our journey this day was disugrecable, from the vielence
of the southerly wind, which, meeiing the sticam, caused a heavy swell ;
the bpats pitclied deep, and were very uncasy. We passed a smill yil-
lage on the Ieft bank, whence, I was told, 2 road lezds through the moun-
tains 1o &mmn, Yeoungbenzeik, or Indian fg-tree stairs, on the east
side, is a fine yillage, situated in 2 romantic country 3 so also is Pelan, o
place remarkable for boat building ;. and Samban, famed for its iron manufac-
tory.. Ata particular part the viver was divided into two distinct branches,
separated by a sand ; each branch we judged to be a mile wide; and
when the water rises so us 10 ovesflow the sands, the breadiy canmot: be
less, than four miles from bank 1o bank.  Every. village we saw was
-
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‘omamented with one or more small temples.  In the evening we brought
to, at 2 town called Sirmaipmew. The country arouied wis pleasingly
diversified with swelling srounds covered with stately trees; parficularly
with tli¢ tamiarinid and mango: Dr Buchaman méssured ons/of the Luitety
and folind it, a¢ the height of his shoulder from the ground. bvelve et in
cireumference s sonie of the tmarind snd pipal trees seemed still larger.
Many of the rising grounds were planted with indigo, but the natives snffer
the-hifls, for the most part, to remain uncaltivited, and only plotigh the vich
levelss they everywlere burn the rank grass once a yeay 1o "Impm#t&
pasture. - We saw many people at labour: The soil isa fue mowtd, and
would prodice abundant crops in propet handss but the Birmaos will
not take much pains 3 they leave hall the work (o nutare, which has been
ver} bountiful 1o them, “Their thirst for conquest does not seem to have
enriched their country. ;

1t the morming: when we left Sirmaipmew, the winil Dlew 94 usual iom
the southward with great violence. At noon we reached Meeaday, the
personal estate of the Maywoon of Pegue, wha is altener called, lrom this
plice; Meeaday Praw, or Lord of Mecaday, than by his viceroyal fitles:
Here, S compliance with the wishes of the Maywoon; we. prupmetlmy-
mg @ lew days.

It is-a mark of respeet, amd 4 distinction of runk, fora pmon;mn
neying oir the water 1o lave houses built for lis accammodition on the
banks; 2t the pluces where hie means w stop.  When ilie kitg goes on the
rivet; or travels by laud; buildingsof the royal drder of architectire are
erccted wherever heis to lult. T the munnerol constructing hivuses; whethet
emporary o lasting, strict observanee is puid to e forg, which is indi=
citive of the rank of the occupant ; nor dure any subject assame x mode of
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strietiire 16 which he' is not legally entitlod =~ the dmmmm.mmm
chiefly in the number of stages of which the mol is campascd. The sub-
ordination of rank is maintained and marked by the Birmans with the
most tenhcious stictness;, and not only houses, but even domestic im-
plements, such as the beetle box, water flzggon, drinking cup, and horse
furniture, all express and manifest, by shape and quality, the precise st
tiorr of the owners nor cin voe pmm‘iulmﬂt upon the vights of anotlier,
under penulty of incurring a most severe punishment, which is tever re-
mitted. The Maywoon had cbligingly given: directions to have 2 bouse
constructed on the bank for us, dth&-m& appertaining to nobility, but
ol what particular elass T could not easily ascertain, and refrained from
minute inquiries, g5 it might appear fastidious, and give an unfavourble
impression to those whom it was my inclinationto coneiliate.
The materiale of which these houses are made, are always ecasy to be
procured ; and the structure is so simple, that a spacious, and by no
means uncomiortable dwelling, suited to the climate, may be erected in
ons day. Our habitation, consisting of three small rooms; -and a hall
open 1o the north. in little more than four hours was in readivess for aur
reception : fifty or sixty kibourcrs compleled it in that time, snd, on cmér-
gency, could pesform the work-in much less.  Bamboos, grass for thaich-
ing, and the ground raitan, are ull the materials vequisites not @ nil is
used in the whole edifice: a row of strang bamboos, frony eight (o' tan
feer high, are fixed firm in the ground, which describe the omling, and are
the supperters of the building; smaller bumboos are then tied horizontaily
by strips of the ground rttan, to these upright posts; the walls, com-
posed of bamboosmats, are fastened to the sides, with similar ligatures;
bambeo rufters are quickly raised, and a rool formed, over which thatch
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15 spread in regular layers, and boind to the ool by Blaments of mattan; 3
*Baor of bamlsoo: grating is vext Inid iin the inside, elevated two or shiree
feet shomthimmﬂ ; this grating is supported on bamboos, and covered
with mats and carpels: thus ends the process, which iy not mpre simple
than effectual, When the workmen take pains, a bouse of Utis sort is prool
against very inclement weather. We experienced, during oun stay at
Mamd:ly., u severe storm of wind and min, but no water penetrated, or
thatch escaped, and if the tempest should blow down the house, the in-
Jiabitants would nmn no visk of having their bralns knocked out, or their
bones broken = the fall of the whole fabric would not erdsh 3 lidy's lap-
dog. _ -
Having got possessien of our dwelling, Mr, WMLPJ‘», Buchanan,

myself, took a walk to view the town and adjacent country: our buats
had brought to at the southern extremity of Meeaduy., It is a place of no
great magnitude, but extremely neat; Lhere are two principal steeets, and
at the north end of the present town are to be seen the mins of 4 baigk
fort, which, like all sther forts of masonry in the Binman empigs, is ip 2
state of dilapidation, At a short distunce there is a pleasant viver which
flowes through a fertile plain afording some rich pasture-ground ; and intes-
sparsed with plantations of tobacco- On the south and south-¢ast sides,
the town is inclosed hy = deep ravine, the banks of which arecut perpen-
dicular, -and the remains of an: uld brick wall were discoverable, which
was probably ardefence to the former suburb:  We observed many' small
temples and convents apart from the town, sitwated] ja groves of mango,
tamaringd;, and pipal trees of uncommon stateliness and beauty, The
Muywoon had a residence: here, alsoa pleasure house and beetle garden
at some distance. Notwithstanding his manners were still very: funnal,,
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and evidently déstrousafTittle personal intercourse, hre continued invariably
atertive, and daily sent me sich presents as he m@m-wm&m#
able, siiclias it fsh, amd milk: Alihiough it issinfily weconding o tfie Bi
man Tenets, to deprive finy being of life to sanisly 2 carnivorous appetite]
yet the inhalftants do viot seruple by kill game of ull Kinds, nid absin
oiily from ' domestic animils's even in this they often relax, and alwiyy
gratit @ mrost |iberal indulgence 1o strangérs. “1vas allowed to el my
Portagueze servant to the nefghbouring villageso ‘purchase fuwls, whicli
we zot vety gool, anid Sometimes were able to procure kids. The Birmaki
farrmicrs dor ot breed shieep, goats giving somuch toremilk 10 ywiss/pric
vatkly intimated (b me, that thére would b 116 crime’ if & servaal of niine
stibuld shoot a Bkpullock when he met one; that it would be ascribed to
accident, and T might muke reparation 10 the owner, who would think
hiﬂﬂﬂll"‘nh:p{}'.rdmmpnnscd for his doss by two tackals, abotit six shillings 5
and the beakt being, deall, therd cobdd be “no sini'fi earing ity but thilt 3
pbHE kitictivs could not previousty be'given t stamghter‘one: 1 'de
clined sipplying e table by this evasive logic, and preferred the want
of ek 1o the Tisk of giving afitrice, and wounding the Relings of people
whio oraittéd mo ppariity L manifest tvards s hospitality and kindness:
Noli of the town dbout o mile, there is u gobd denl offetiltivation,
chiielly 6T fice'; the fields were well ‘Taid dowh, st fenced. This giarter
s beantifully swooded, and diversified with tising gronmndy, We obiserved
iy cartiroads’ undl patliwirys leading inte’the commiry in virious direc:
Hioars, Tlizzéil is composed of clay mnd Sand, Snel T soiie lided is very
stony. particitily neae’ the' rives. “Edelyon the T the Maywoon
polifely seht 8 an Tvitation 15 sccompany himvon the same evening 0
lds givden-lonse; Twas tof well; and excused mysell; Mr. Wood wie
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otherwise engaged, but the Doctor undertoak to represent us. ‘The May-
woots supplied bim with u hovss for his conveyance, and rode himself;
they crossed the.small river belorementioned, and travemsed a country
partly cultivated, and paitly wooded 1 the yoad was indifierent, and led
through two very neat villages. They also passed seveml siraggling
houses, which, considered as country cottages, were extremely  com-
fortable, In thair way they saw a caravan of waggons, which lad come
from a great distance, leaded with goods of different sorts for trafic. The
inhabitants in many places were employed in clearing the ground, and
bumning the long grass and brushwood. Onauriving at she garden, about
five miles distant, the Maywoon and his company, smongwhons the Doe-
tar was the most distinguished, were regaled with tea and sweetmeats, and
returned late in the evening ncarly by the same road. .

1 the course ofour walks, not the least curious object Urat presented. itseli
was a [lal stone, of a coarse gray granile, laid horizonally on a pedestul of
DIASONTY 4 SIX feet in l-nugth,nnd three wide, protecied from the wealher by
a woodsn shed,  This stone, like that at Poucodang, was said 1o bear the
geauine print of the foot of Gaudmas and we were informed that  similar
impression is to be seen on Flargerock situated between twa hills, one day's
journey wegt of Memboo. On the plane of the foot upwards of one hun-
dred emblematicul figures ure engraven in separate compartments : two
convoluted serpents are pressed beneath the heel, and Bye conch shells, with
the involutions to the right, form the tocs 2 it was explained tomeas a type
of the creation, and was held in profound reverence. There is said to bea
similur impression oo 3 rock * on Adam’s Peak, in the island of Ceylon ¢ and
itis traditionally belicved, both by the Birmags, the Siamese, and the Gin-

® See Baldees ; also Knox's Hingriesl Relution of Cevlon.
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galeze, that Gandmz or Boodh, placed one foot on the continent, and the
oihm-mlhnﬁnﬁd% “The neighbouring Rhahaans had no ob-
jectionito, rﬁyp-htur“hdﬁgt aﬁpyﬂ' it, & task that he petformed with
ereat exadtmess,” ok .

On cor m..ﬂ el 2 caravan d'ﬂggunl. travelling from the
southem country towards: the cupital, eighteen in number @ these
vehicles ere well comstriscted, and more commodiows and neat than the
clumsy gawries of carts of ludia.  Each waggon was diwwn by six bul-
locks, und several spare ones followed, to supply the place of any that
might fall sick or lame. Apﬂdm:ﬁﬂmmmm
painted cloth, threw off the rain. The | 2 i
mmmmﬁt&mmmmFmam
3l|ﬂrwnﬂd|ymhmm!w Each bullock had a bell under
his throut, T&MWIWMIHWHMMM
approach of the caravan lasg before it coull be seen. They travel slowly,
from tewto fifkeen miles o day. At might the wagguns zee disposed in a
mm&nmwmmmmmmmdﬂ,

mmmmwmww :
We remained a;mrmwﬂu.nw—mq aus stay 1

e shurt excrsions to difercnt pants of (e coitry, and found lile
variation fo e appesrance; it was vurylmmﬁl‘ul.,,nhmghhmluﬂ' S
vated, nﬁlm‘ummmdwqiqﬂ T niews of the mis-
sion badl teachesl shie place befure we arrived, andl excited a general curio-
sity bo sce the Boomien of die Golurs, or ihe general of the sirangers, as

~mnmﬂmlmumﬂwm 10 :bm{nreﬂﬂ:
catrrons syanbolic gepremncaiin with te mcrdd hiznaglypliss of the ancient Egyptians.
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they were pleased 10 denominite me. Not only the better cluss nl'the inha-

bitants of Meeaday came fo visit us, but lkewise people ufuondmnu [rom
all the towns and villages twenty miles round: [ have somutinies seceived
eight or ten different companies in a moming. When a party wished: to
be introduced, & messuge wus sent lo ask permission, which being obtained,
they entered the room in & crouching position, and sat down on their
heels, men und women alike; they always brought a _gm‘ of something:
whittever they supposed might be ucceptable; tobaco, oniony, five rice,
Ke.: no company presented themselves empty handed 3 it would ol have
been vespeciful; of course their offerings drew from me a suitahle return,
such as fillets of Indian musiin to the women, and a Cossembuzar silk
Imndberchiel to the men. Several parties of women Gime uniccompanied
by their husbands, or any of their male [riends; and according to the
notions entertsined by them, there wus nothing indecorous i it; they
were unconscious of auy thing but an innocent desire 1o gratily curiosity,
and manifest vespect; women of a better class were slways accompanied
by w train of lemule attendants, and, like the sex every where, were more
lively, good humoured, and inquisitive than the men.

Early on the 22d of June mitters were srramged  for the prosecution
of our jurmey, aud tie feet'wasin readiness w depart. Thearticles saved
from the bouat that had been wrecked below Peeing-ghee, were dried, our
attendants, however, had sulfered s material loss: but aserviceable boat had
been provided for them in licw of the dne that wis lost, Al eléven oclock
we pushed off} the Maywoon leading the van: the day tumed out (em-
pestuons and gloomy, and the wind blew hard from the south. In & shoi
time we passed Meealsah-gain, on the west, 4 Jarge village at the foot o'y
firie swelling wooded lawn, omamented witls some neat lemples, Our way

Kk
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through the water was very rapid, not less than five miles au hour, and al
one Limé it blew so violently that we were obliged 1o make for the shore.
The range of hills, which in our course this day approached nearest o the
viver, were covered with a blue mist. We passed some villages of no
note: the country seemed populous; and herds of cattle were grazing on
the banks. About seven o'clock we brought to for, the night on the west
side.

At seven in the moming, afier a pight of unremitting rain, we left an
uncomfortable situation, and sailed Gl we came to an extensive islnd,
“whichdivided the river into two branches ; wa took the eastern side, andon
account of the inclemency of the weather, brought to at the lower town of
Loonghee, opposite the south extremity of the island. The width of the
stream between the main land and the jsland is about 500 yards. In the
alternoon the rain ceased, but the wind continued. Dr. Buchanan and I
walked to 4 convent of Rhalians, that seemed to be of more than ordi-
nary note: we found it a good building, and ascending a Hight of steps
took the liberty of entering without mny- The neatness of the inside
corresponded with the externil appearance : 2 number of Gaudmas, richly
gilt, and of various sizes, were ranged on a beach to receive the adorations
of the pious. It was the eighth day of the moon, which is the Birman sab-
bath, andl several personsere sauntering upand down, waiting for the hour
of prayer. Thesuperior, aman advanced in yours, was sitting on his elevated
seal when we went in 2 he expressed mu:hm]:m al pur appearance and
dress, but wasexiremely civil; he presented me with a scroll, written with
a styhis on-a papynus leal, which, he said, contained a sacred cxhnrﬁtim.
and requested | would preserve it in remembrance of Shoedagongs Seve-
daw, which, it scems, was his title, He asked why the Doctor did not
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wear 2 scarlet dress like mine, and being informed of his profession, beg-
gi_:d a prescription for a sore throat, which almest hindered him from urti-
culating. The Doctor promised to sedd lim a gargle, and we took our leave.

The infant son of the Maywoon had been unwell for some time, and
his illness had now increased to 2 dangerous height ;" the anxious parent
sent Baba-Sheen to me to intimate his desire of remaining where we were
until his child grew better, the tempestuousness of the weather agitating
the boat so much, that he was afraid it might increase the fever, [luid no
seruple In indulging so natural a wish, and as the spot we were i
was much exposed, and lad many disadvantages, we moved to a more
commadiou situation, two miles higher up, apposite the north end of the
island. A war-boat was dispatchied express to'the capital to bring down
medicine, and a celebrated professor of physic; in the mean time all the
physicians of the country, to the number of twenty, were assembled, to
consult and prescribe lor the sick infiant.

Loonghee, or Greut Cable, takes its name from the bllowing circum-
stance: a curious ligament of stone unites o pointed rock, which rises i the
middle of the stream, with the opposite bank; it las the appearanice of 4
petrified cable, and the natives relate, that one hundred years ugo a large
rope, foating dovn the river, ceased its course at this place, and that one
end adhering to the vock, and the other to the bank, the rope was changed
into stone. They also say that the apposite island formerly coustituted 2
part ol one, sitonted fifleen miles higher up, but was severed from it by un
carthquake, and carried down to the place where it now rests.  The qua-
lity which the waters of the Irrawaddy possess of chianging wood into
stone, of which we aflerwards saw innuwmerable instances, renders the
trunsmutation of the cable by no meaus an impossible circumstance. The
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Birmans, however, sre deeply tainted with that credulity which ignorance
is ever disposed to pay, 1o tales of fiction and to mimculous events,

Whetherremoved by an extraordinary convulsion of nature, and by wstill
more extraordinary transportation, or whether encircled by the river from
the disposition that ull large streams flowing througl a level country have
to change their channel; whatever may have been the cause; the islimd
now constitutes a principal object: in one of the finest sylvin scenes 1 ever
beheld. From a temple above Loonghee, that stands by the river side, on
4 commanding cliff whose summit overhangs its base; the eye is gratified
by-a wmost delightful combination of natural beauties: a fine: sheet of
water ihree miles in breadth, broken by an island about a mile long, and
hall 2 mile wide; covered with trees of luxuriant foliage ; eminences on
the opposite shore; that rise from gemlyswelling grounds clothed i wood,
to brown and rugged mountains, which, recediog in an oblique direction,
leave to the view a long und level plain: these aliogetber form @ land-
scape whith Tonever saw oqualled, and, perhaps, is not to be excelled,
Howmuch T regretied that my chrafismumy, lhoughﬂgﬂhl incopying higures
and making botanical drawings; was unacquuinted syith Jandscape painting
anel perspective, and that not one of ourselves possessed any: knowledge of
ihav delightful art:  Had Mr. Daniel; in his Orvientitl Travels, visited this
part of the world, the view from Loonghee would have stood conspicuous
among those feithful and excellent representations by which be has locally
mtroduced Indis into England, antl Fumiliarized the European -eye to the
rich scenery. of the Easi.

We continued at this charming place until the: 2d of July, when the
child of the Maywoon, notwithstznding the prescriptions of twenty doe-
tors, was declared out of dunger. So long us recovery continued doubtful,
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T sent the Hindoo Pundit every moming to enquire afier his health: this
attention was taken in good part; and the Pundit obtained the honeur of
being intreduced into the sick chamber, where he witnessed  the most
amiable demonstrations of parental tendemness: both the fither and
mother were kneeling by the side of the infunt’s bed, and auended on him
themselves day and night. The disorder proved to be an inflammatory.
fever; and their treatment of it was perfectly simple = tew made afwild thyme,
and decoctions of several vegetuble productions, were the only medicines
administered; the rest was left o nature, who mumpﬁﬂml ber part.
They did not, however, neglect to call in the aid of supernatural remedies;
incantations were used, and amulets applied, to the efficicy of which much
was altributed. Whatever might have been the cause, the recoyery of the
child afforded very general satisfaction; every body seemed to. feel an
imterestin his fate. et (e .
We made several short excursions <luring our continuange at Looug-
hee; the country to the southward was well cultivated, and the fields in;
closed by strong hedges of thorn: the soil is light and sandy, with many
Inose stoness the ground. for the most part, uneven, and rising into gentle
acclivities.  There were several neat villages, within the distange of two
or three miles; a  deep ravine, formed by the motisoon ruins; extended
inland from the river, the bunks of which were covered with stunted
trees. D, Buchanan, in following its. course, perceived in the sand the
fresh tracks of a tiger, and prudently retumed.  On enquiring: [ o
derstood that the adjacent woods contained many of these destructive
beasts, who frequently-at night come down the bed of the wuter-course to
quench their thirst at the viver. 1 went the next day with the Doctor sl
anrmed party to the place, and plainly traced in the sund the footsteps of
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two ligers, a large and a small one; this discovery rendered us cautions
of pursuing game into the forests. We found partridges, hares, quails, and
wood pigeons, in the open fields, but the jungle-fowl, or wild poultry, kept
close in the thick coverts, where we heand the cocks crow, but did not dare
to venture after them.  We saw on the island, which is a very romantic
spot, a few deer, and three bulliloes; the former were extremely wild; we
fived at them without success, but were more fortunate in killing a pumber
of pigeons of u beautiful plumage, and excellent to eat.

The cattle used lor tillage and dealt in this part of the country are re-
markably good ; they put anly a pair in the plough, whick differs little from
the plough of India, and turns up the seil very superficially. In their large
carts-they yoke four, and often six: walking out one day I met @ waggon
drawn by four stout-oxen, going at a hand gallop, and driven by a country
girl standing up in her vehicle, who seemed to mitnage the reins and a
long whip with equal ease and dexterity: this was a novel sight 10 a
person - aceustomed to the slow moving machines of India, in which the
women are almost loo timorous to ride, much less to attempt to guide.

The soil in the neighbourhood of Loonghee is very favourable for the
cultivation of cotton; we saw many helds planted with it, in which the
shiub was growing strong and bealthy. In one field a: man was sowing
sesamum’s Ahe light dry grains answer here better than rice, which thrives
only in low und moist grounds.

My Partugueze servant Pauntchoo, whom | had dispatched along with 2
Birman, in quest of fowls and kids, sas absent for threo days, a circumstance
that gave rise to some uneasiness on his aceount, from the fiar of his having
been devoured by tigers : he, however, returned safe, and informed me that
bie bl been o a town uine leaghies distant, and in his way passed through
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several villages, and a commtry thickly inhabited, When be had coneluded
his bargain, he procured a small cart to carry his purchase to Loonghes,
and could not prevail on the owner to-accept of any thing more thana -
Cossembuzar silk handkerchiel,  All the manufactures of India are highly
prized by the Birmans, although muny articles avd not at all superior to
what they muke themselves. Pauntchoo also reported; that there was a wel
frequented road leading to the city of Tongho, which was distant hfteen
days journey, the capital of  rich and populous province that bears the sume
name, and is governed by one ol the King's sons, who takes his title rom
it, being called Tongho Teekien, or Priuce of Tongho; he added thatits
inhabitants excelled in the manufacture ol cotton cloth, und their country
produced the best beetle nut in the empire, a Juxury in which Birnuis of
all vanks indulge so freely, that it is become with them almost & necessary
of life. In ane of Pauntehoo's expeditions across the river he met with a
village inhabited by Kayns, a race of mountiinears perfectly distinet from
the Carianers; and speaking a language differing radically both from theirs:
and that of the Birmans.  They were originally inhabitants of the Arracan
mountains, whom the Birmans, since their conquest of that kingdom, have
previiled o, partly by force, and partly by mild tredtment, to abundon their
nztive hills; and setle on the plain, There are several small socicties of
these people establishied near the foot of the mountains further north:  The
Carianers are not to be found high:r up than the <ity of Prome, .
Every thing was now in rewdiness for us to take our vext departure, und
the first of July was fixed upon to leave Loonghee. On the morning of the
29th of June we were surprised by an unexpected visiv from the Portue
gueze Shawbunder of Rungoon, who has already been mentioned as hav-
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ing been at Ummerapoors, the capital, at the time of our first artival. e
latd been ordered down from courd Lo meet the deputation, and came with
all the pomp that his Station would allow him to display; his barge was
profusely decorated with colours, and his boatmen were dressed in uni-
form. On linding, he Brst paid his compliments to the Maywoou, and
afterwards waited on me at my boat. :

The appearance ol this nutaralized Portugueze was: caleulated rather to
excite: langhicr than respect: he wore a long tunic of old velvet, decoruted
with tarnished gold lace, and on his head a broad brimmed hat Happed,
bound also with gold. He spoke the language of Hindostan imperfectly,
but well enough to make himselfunderstood, Afier anawkward salutation,
half'in the Birman, half in the European marmer, he informed me that he
had beées sent by an order from the Lotoo, or Grand Council, to meet the
English deputation, and to acquaint me that his Majesty had been’ pleased.
to direct that three officers of distingnished rank shiould proceed to Pa-
galum-mew, a city seven days journcy below Ummerapoors, to wait our
 arrival, und escort us to the capital. The King, e observed, had done me
the extraordinary honour to send a royul barge formy personal accommo-
dation, with two war-boats to tow it: this.was considered as a Hattering
mirk of his-Majesty's good melination, and we drew [rom it a favourable
omen. To huve our barge drawn by war-boats was an honorary privilege
granted only to persons of the first consequencey it is grounded on the
idea, that it is inconsistent with the dignity of a man of high rank to be in
the same boat with people of such mean condition, as common watermen
it is :inghlu: refinement, and furnishes an additional instance of the
characteristic pride of the nation. The Shawbunder displayed great
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shrewdness in his conversation. He isked me several questions respecting
the powers with which Iwas invested; and as the visit might in some de-
gree bie considered as official, 1in part gratified his curiosity, by expluining
in general terms the nature of the mission, and the mpafiiy' in Wili-ch I ex-
pected W be received, without at all disclosing the specific objects 1 had in

YiOwW,
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" CHAPTER X.

-

¢

Leave Loonghee—Extenstve Island—Keendoo Prasv—Meegheoung-yay,
ar Crocodile Town—Mecin-yah—Palanagoh—Magway—Spanzith—
strong Current—Hills clothed with Wood—Maynbu—Shoe-Lee-Rua, or
Golden Boat Village—Gold the Type of Excellence—Yaynangheoum,
or Pelroleum Creek—pelrified Wood—Hharren Country—Fengkioum—
Sembewghewm—>Sillahmew—Muanufactory of Silk—Crotolaria Juncea
— Mounlain of Poupa—Seenghoo—Bullock slain by e Tiger—1¥oes,
an ugly Race—Temple of Logah-nwidah—City of Pagahm—Neoun-
dal—Birman Deputics—Music— Dancing — béautiful Manufactory
of lackered Ware.—Temple of ShazzoggauHafrwfhz Conflagration
—numerous religious Buildings—gigantic Figure of the Divinily in
a recumbent Posture—anolher Inage erect—Oil Mills.

Tz Shawbunder left Loomghee on the first of July, v announce our
approach Lo the Bim-mn officers, who w::re'nh'endy arrived at Pagahm : we
postponed our departure until the following day, and at seven in the mom-
ing fuitted this pleasing and rural place. Tn our journcy we i:&s&ed many
towns and villages; sometimes we went swiftly Lhrough the water, 2t others
we were stationary, and even lost ground, as the wind frequently sub-
sided, and the stream was wvery rapid.  The range of Arracan mountains
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appeared to recede westward, and about three o'clock we came to & Lirge
islund foymed by sepurate arms of the river; therewas a pyramidical temple
on it, called Keendoo Praw, and several smaller ones raised on a high ter-
race. [ estimated the extent of the island to be two miles : at the upperend
we crossed the river, and stopped & mile ahove Mweg!muung#a}f, at past
seven in the evening,

Meegheoung-yay, or Crocodile Town, is a place of much trade and im-
portance ¢ there were not less than 100 Iargc hoats, and several sinaller
onies, lying at different stairs, which, my people said, were tiking on board
rice, onivns, garlic, and oil, fur the consumption of the capital. It staneds
ona very high bank, and has fewer religious bulldings than any town we
biad seen of equal magnitude. Dy, Buchanan went on shore at daybreak:
and observed in his walk some peat firms, each of them L'onmin_fﬂg:four
or five cottages; better huilt than houses in towns nsually are : they were
fenced round with wide inclosores to receive the catile, of which there
was great abundance. The fields wese divided by thom hedges; the
low grounds prepared lor sice, and the higher planted with leguminons
shrubs; or lefl for pasture. 1

Early on the 3d we passed Meeinyah: between that and ['atauagoh. on
the eastern shore, there was a sloping bank planted with indigo, which was
then ripe, and the villagers were cutting it.  Melloun, on the west side,
seamed rich in temples, but the town was no way distinguished. Pata-
nagoh had only one temple., which was splendidly gilded; it is = long
straggling village, and every house had 3 comfortable garden, enclosed by

“a bamboo railing, with orchards of palmyra, plantain, and mango trees:
here; likewise, were many boats of burthen waiting 1o receive a cargo;
Numerous villages were scattered along the banks, which, as the wind blew
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strong, and we were abliged to keep in themiddle of the river, there was o
opportunity of examining. This day we passed some sundy islands, and
brought to early in the evening, on the eastern side; between the towns of
MagWay and Spanzeik. I took & walk before tea, and conld discover little.
mhivaliu’nin the vicinity of the river: the Janel was stony, and covercd
with law thorn trees, in which we saw jungle:fowl, and ther game, Herds
of yoimg cattle were grazing smong the: thickets: we crossed some cart
mads, and mel several peasauts,

At daybreak next morning, we set sail with a Rir and steady wind, by
the force of which the fleet stemmed 1 strang current.  Low woody hills
skirted the viver, particularly on the eastern side; on the summits of some
of these hills temples were mised, and one on the western bank. ealled
Muyub, appeared to be considerable. The river, except where it was in-
iermipted by islands, could not be less than two miles across. We passed a
village named Shoe-Lee-Rua, or Goldenboat Village, from its being inha-
lited by watermen in the service of the King, whose boats, as well as every
thing else belonging 1o the Sovereign, havce_ilways-tht addition ul'aima;-m'
golden, annexed to them; even his Majesty's person is never meptioned
but in coujunction with this precious metal. When a subject ‘means: 1o
alfirm that the King has heard any thing, he says, It has reached the
golden cars3™ he who bas obtained admission to'the royal presence, has
been at the golden feet 5 the perfime of otta of roses, a nobleman observed
ane day, * was anodonr gratelal to the goldennose” Gald, pmong the Bir-
mans; is the type of excellence : although highly valted, it is not used for
coin it the country ; it is employed sometimes in ornaments for the womien,
and in utensils and ear-rings for the men ;. but the greatest quantity isexpend.
e in gilding their temples, in which vast sums are coutinually lavished.
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The Birmans present the substance to their gods, and ascribe its qualities
10 their king. -

After passing various sands and villages, we-got to Yayuingheown, or
Earth-oil {petroleum) Creek, sbout two, hours past sigon. The country
now displayed an aspect differing from any we had yet scen; the surface
was broken intosmall ;ﬂpanl.lc-hil'li. entirely barren, and dt:sl‘.?l‘.utc of vege-
tation, except sume siunted bushes that grew on the declivities, and in the
dells, and a few wnthealthy trees immediately ia the neighbourhood of the
villsges+ the ¢lay-was discoloured, and had the appesrance of red oohre.
Wewere inlormed ihat ihe celebrated wells of petroleum, which supply the
whole empire, and many parts of India, with that useful product, were five
wiles to the east of this place. The Serce brouglt me 31 piece of stone,
which he assured me was petrified wood, and which certainty had much the
appearance of it. In walking ahout, 1 picked up several lumps of the some,
in which the :gr'.iin of the fmod was plainly discemible: it was hard, sili-
cious, and seemed composed of different laming, The Birmans said it was
tlie nature of the soil that caused this transmutation, and adeed thay the pe-
irifying quality of the earthat this place was such, that leaves of trees shaken
off by the wind, were not unfrequently changed into stone before they
could: be decayed Ly time.  The face of the country wiis altered, and the
Lanks of tie viver were totally barren ; the ground was superficially co-
verpd witlquarts gravel, and concreted masses of the same material were
thickly scuttered. The mouth of the creek was crowded wilh lerge boats,
waiting toreceive a liding of oil, and immense pyramids of earthen jars weye
raised svithin and round the village, disposed in the same manner as shot
andl shells are piled in an arsenal. This place is inhabited only by potiers,
who carry on an extensive manufactory, and find full employment. The
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smell of the oil was extvemely offensive; we saw several thousand jurs
filled with it ranged along the bank; some of these were continually break-
ing, and the contents, mingling with e sand, lormed a very Glthy con-
sistence,  Mr. Wood had the euriosity to walk to the wells, but though 1
felt the same desire, I thought it prudent to postpone visiting them until
my returm, when 1 was likely to have more leisure; and to be less the ob-
ject of observation,

At seven'in the moming, on the 5th of July, we left the neighbourhood
of Earth-oil Wells. Alter passing Pengkioum, where a small river unites
with the Irawaddy, the face of the country resumed its verdant appearance,
and the trees shot up with their usual vigour. The bed of the river, from
bank to bank, was very wide; we judged it to be four miles, bui the stueam
being divided into dilferent channels; formed low intermediste lslands: of
sand, which are covered when the waters altain their utmost height. On
the leli we saw the town of Sembewghewn, from whence there is a road
that leads through the wesicrn hills into Arracan. which is aceounted
much tho least difficult passage : this is the place 1o whicliall Bengal ar-
ticles of merchandize imported by way of Arracan are brought, and are
here embarked on the Imawaddy. Shoutly afier, we saw a large town on
the eastern side, with several neattemples ; it wascalled Pakang-yay : lofty
palmyra, the tamarind, and banyan trees, spread a pleasant shade around
it: here also were some heavy trading boats, The western shore seemed
rich and level; we brought to about six inthe aftemoon, a little below
Sillah-mew, a large town remarkable for its manufacteries of silk, The
fieet had ‘not Jong been moored when the retail merchants flocked down to
the water side to dispose of their wares: they carried in lackered boxes
pieces of silken cloth, and of silk and cotion mixed, which they offered
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for sale ar whiat I considered a very high price. I was asked fiftcen tackal,
about £ 2. sterling, for a picce, of moderste finengss, five yards long, and
barely one yard wide ¢ they were mostly woven in patterns adapted (o the
Birman dress. The silk, of whichthese goods are made; comes from Yunan,
tlie south-west province of [jihilm ¢ it is brought from Ummerapoora to this
place in a raw stite, and is returned in the web., The colours are bright
and béautilul, but do not sppear to be durable; the texture 5 close and
strong; it wears, I was informed, much longer than any China or Indian
manufacture.

Sillah-mew is 2 handsome town, shaded by wide spreading trees, and
embellished with several temples, A smooth bank sloping to the river,
and clothed with the finest verdure, adds much to its beauty.  The soil in
general is but poor; some felds were regularly fenced, and catile in lurge
lierds were grazing in the meighbourhood. Dr. Buchanan inlrmed me
that lie sew the erotularia juncea growing spontancoisly, whicl would
yield good hemp or Hix.

Ow tlie sixth of July we made but little way, the current was violent, and
the wind notstrong encugh to enable us to stem ity we wore obliged to
have recoutse to poles, and were pushed forwand with excessive Libour by
the bostmen: in one place where an islind contricted the stream; we sent
ont i anclior e-head in 2 small cutter, apd hauled on it bya hawser, The
Arracan mouniaing appeared to. the west; and a censpicuous hill, lofty,
and of & conical form, called Poupa, was in sight toabe eastward : a few
villages, and many temples, skirted the banks. In the aliernoon the fleet
made fast 1o (ke eastern shore; there was neither town nor village nigh; it:
was-about fonr miles below Seenglhoo, and though we saw little cultivation
there wereseveral herds of cattle. Dr. Buchunan, whose ardour lor botanical
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researches often mademe apprehensive forhis safety, in wandering through
the thickets in quest of plants, hesed the report of & musket at a distances
on his approach lo lhe,spnl;, he found some peasants gbowt o skin a bul-
lock that hadd just been killed by tiger ¢ the shot had caused: the animal
ta abandon his prey; and in its retveat it most foriunately took anothes
way from that which the Doctor came. This was not the only tme that
hiis hirst afiey knowledge, and reliance upon his gun, led him into danger,
A musket is & very precarious defence ngainst the sudden assault of the
most lerocious and terrible of all animals. "

Whilst we were at tea, the Seree inlormed us, lhatiuﬂl:rmllmis;
small river which enters the lrrawaddy ata place called Yoo-wa, and thag
two, days journey wp this river is a buge town called Yoc-miouz he ob-
served also, that an extensive tract of country s inbabited by apeaple called
Yoo, whom he represented as exceedingly ugly, having protuberant bellies,
and while teeih., The Birmans, boih men andawomen, colour their leeth, their
eyelashes, and the edges of their eyelids, withblack, The Yoos are subjects
of the Rirman state, and observe the samereligiousworships they speak the
language of Taviy, which i€ nothiog more then 2 proyvimeial dialecs of the
Birman tongue. »

We lelt our nightly station at the customary bour, and favoured bya I'mr
bregze, salled through a country diversificd by smill bareen hills, on-whick
there was Jittle vegotation, and by green fertile valleys, cultivated, nd
laidout in farms: "Fhepetrifictions, like those we found at Yaynangheousm,

* This custom §s ot confined 1o the Birmans, partientarly the operation of colouring the
eyelailsen 3 the women of Hindostan and Persis commonly practice 1t 5 they deem it bine=
ficial, us well 2 beooming, The collyriun tiey upe ixealled Sunna, the Persian nume of
athpony.
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were frequent here: indigo was growing in one of the valleys. About
twelve o'clock we came 1o a rocky point that projected fur into the river,
round which the current set with such excessive rapidity, that our boats
were a long time in getting past, and did not at length effect it-without
difficulty and some danger. The Maywoon obligingly sent his war-boats
to our assistance. After we had surmounted this impediment, we came to
2 green level bank, where there was a wide range of pasturage, and many
cattle feeding. Seenghoo is 2 large town ; in its neighbourhood, and for
a great distance along the castern bank, small temples were built close to
the river. We did not make much way in this day's journey, although our
labour was great. In the evening we brought to near Keahoh, a poor vil-
lage, where the inhabitants get their livelihood by extracting molasses
from the palmyra tree, of which they make tolerably good sugar.

Although the soil near the river is in most places unproductive and bar-
ren, yet, as we advanced northwards on the bllowing day, population
increased. Every little hill and rising ground was crowned with a temple;
that of Logah-nunda is distinguished for its superior size; it is a clumsy
inelegant mass of building, elevated on a semicircular terrace; the base is
painted with different colours, and the cupola is richly gilded.

Leaving the temple of Logah-nundah, we approached the once magni-
Brcent city of Pagahm. We could see little more from the river than 3 few
straggling houses, which bore the appedrance of having once been a con-
nected street: i fact, scarcely any thing remains of ancient Pagahm, ex-
cept its mumerous mouldering temples, and the yestiges of an old brick
fort, the ramparis of which are still to be traced. The town of Neoundah,
about four miles to the north, which may be called a continuation of Pa-
gehm, has fourished in proportion as the latter has decayed. We passed

M m
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a small river named, in the days of splendour, Shoe-kiaumg, or the Golden
Sircam: here we spent a night, rendered unplessant by the stormy
weather,

We reached Neoundal early on the 9thuof July: At this place theide-
putation from the cupital, which 1 had been apprized of by the Shawhun-
der, was waiting my arrival. The Seree informed me that a temporary
lisuse, which | suw on a clear piece of ground zbout 100 yards [rom the
brink; had been erected as a compliment to me; it was mugh larger than
that which the Maywoon had prepared: at Meeaday. Early in the after-
noon [ left my boat, and was received at the house by the Birman oflicers
with every formal testimony of respect 3 on 2 part of the floor, elevatedia
few inches; a carpet was spread, on which I ook my- seat. The principul
person of the deputation was a Woondock, or junior counsellor of state;
the others were, the governor of a district called Miengdong, north of Ava,
the goveror of Pein-keing, bordering on: Ghina, and the commandant of
the Siamese guards, The Woondock was a lively man, about forty-five
years old ¢ ithe rest appeared of moreadvanced age, not less than sixty-five
ar seventy ¢ theyull wore the tsaloe, or chain of nobility. The Woondock,
thaugh from his stution he had precedence of the rest, yet was not of such
higl_‘u:mk, as the two governors. The wimost decorum was preserved at
this meeting s the Woondock spoke iu the name of the others, and. Babu-
Sheen interpreted in the language of Hiudostan,  Afler pompously expatiat-
ing upon the honour whiclt his Birman Majesty had been pleased to confey
one; by sending a deputation to welcome me, and a barge with war-boats
to tow. ity ke asked some trivial questions, and offercd his services to. pro-
cure wliever we stood in need of.  Havigg discoursed for a short time, a
band of music ani a compuny of dancing girls were introduced ; drums,
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gongs, the Indiim syvinda, or guitar, the Birmian harp,-and Giddle, with
lond and larsle clarivniets, almost déilened us with their noise. Among the
dancers, one girl much excelled her companions In symmetey of frm and
eleganee of movement ;. she was richly dressed, and in shiewing the modes
of dancing practised in dilférent coutitries, displayed a fine person to great
advantage,  Themanner of Qassay 15 most consnnant Lo the Faglish tuste,
i which the time varies suddenly from quick 1o slow. The entertwinment
hawever, seemed entirely lost upon the elders, who sat' in solemn insen-
sibility, chewing their beetle nut; wid regurding with profound gravity the
voluptuous attitudes uf a very begutiiul womuan.  The smusement did not
lﬂlld till past nine o'clock. Idirected a few pieces-of silverito bie distributed
among the musiciuns ahd diancers. 'The Birman officers. retived withont
ceremony, and we passed the night on Board our respective boats.

The vext morning [-was ugain visited in form, with the-additionnl ho-
nour of the company of the Maywoon of Pegue; a compliment which,
either from pride or policy, he had never before condescended w pay;
the Woondock. however, wis here lis superior. We conversed for an hour
on: inditferent subjecis; and (e Muywoon informed his Tiends et Pr.
Buchanan was a botanist, and had made several drawings of plants, Ona
wish Deing expressed (o see them, the Doctor obligingly gratified their
curiosity with a sight of some tut ad heens éxecuted by ﬂi‘f: Bengal pain-
ter, under his own inspection; these were instantly recognized by e
Birmuns, who mentioned the wrmes of the originals : ‘they are themselves
forul of vegetable productions, which they use very generally in medi-
cine, About efeven o'clock the assembly broke wp, and it was settled that
we should pursuc our journey on the following day.

The remaining time was spent in viewing. as much of this once
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Bourishing city, as the shortness of our stay would admit. On entering the
town, we came into a long, narrow, winding street, about thirty leet
wide; the houses were built of bamboo, and raised from the ground : this
street was full of shops, containing tis other articles than Jackered ware:
boxes, trays, cups, k¢, varmished in a very ueat manner, were displayed
in the Front of the ';hop_a : they were of various colours, some had figures
painted on them, others wreaths of flowers. Leaving this street we crossed
a water-course on a good wooden bridge, and came to the bazar, or pro-
vision market: the green-stalls seemed to be well provided with rice,
pulse, greens, garlic, onions, and fruit ¢ there were also fresh-fish, Gnapee,
and dead lizards, which latter the Birmans account & delicacy ; but there
was fiot any meat. In our progress, we passed over another bridge, and
saw several streets running in parallel lines; some of these were inhabited
by carriers, whose cattle were feeding on rice straw, round their houses.
Having reached the extremity of the town in this direction, we came upon'a
well paved road, that led to the great temple named Shoezeegoon, to which
we proceeded, On cach side of the road there was a range of small temples,
neglected and in ruins: the kioums, or monasteries, were in good repair,
and we saw some handsome houses for the sccommodation of strangers.
Shoezeegoon is neither so large nor so well built as the temples at’ Ran-
goon or Pegre; the height does not exceed 150 feet: it is surrounded by
a spacious arex paved with broad flugs, on which there are a number of
lesser buildings, profusely gilded, and laboricusly carved. A staircase on
the outside leads up to a gallery, about = third of the height of the principal
temple, from whence we had an extensive prospect of the country, which
appeared to be excesdingly unproductive and barren : the ruins of innu-
merable religious buildings were to be seen in every direction, which cover
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a space of ground not less than six or seven miles along the rivér, and
three miles inland. Pagahm is said 1o have been the residence of forty-
five successive monarchs, and was abandoned 500 years ago in canse-
quence of a divine admonition: whatever may be its true history, &t
certainly was once it place of no ordinary splendour. Returning by « dif-
ferent way, we walked through an alley occupied by blacksmitls' shops,
furnished with bill-hooks, spike-nails, adzes, ke.. A little farther on we
saw the ruins of a street that had been consumed by fire only two days
before ; from seventy to eighty houses were destroyed by the conflagra-
tion, It was the Tackally, and the sufferers were the already wretched,
the miserable public prostitutes.

in the afternoon 1 directed my walk southward, and was much sur-
prised at the number of religious edifices I beheld. They differ in struc-
ture from those we had seen in the lower provinces; instead of a slender
spire rising to a greal height from an expanded base. the temples of
Pagahm, in general, carry up. a heavy breadth to very near the top, and
then come abruptly to a point, which gives a clumsy appearance to the
buildings. Many of the most ancient temples at this place are not solid at
the bottom; a well arched dome supports a ponderous superstructure;
within, an image of Gaudma sits enshrined; four gothic doorways open
into the dome ; in one of these I saw  human figure standing erect, which
the Seree* told me, was Gandma; and another of the same personage,
lying on his right side asleep, both of gigantic stature. The divinity, how-
ever, is rarely to be found in these attitudes ; the posture in which he is

® 1 suspect the authenticity of my information on this point, which, I imagine, procesded

from ignormee n the Seres. OF these figures; which lie called Gaudina, 1 conceive the one
£sect to be the Hindoo Anands, the other, Na-ri-yin, sleeping on the waters.
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generally depictured, is siting cross-legged on'a pedestal, adorned with re-
presentations ol the leal of the sacred lotus carved upon the base § the left
hand of the image rests upon his fap, and the right is pendent. Passing
through the subutbs, we cime to a part where the inhabitants were
employed in expressing il from the sesamum seed : the grain is put into
4 desp wooden trough, in which it is pressed by an upright timber fixed
in a frame; the force is increased by a Jong lever, on' the extremity: of
which a man sits and guides a bullock that moves in o circle, thus tun-
irig and pressing (he sced at the same time : the machine was simple, and
answered the end effectually. ‘There were not less than 200 of those mills
within a narrow compass. From the circumstance of the cattle being in
good order, we concluded that they are fed on the seed after the oil is ex-
tracted. The land about Pagahm scarcely yields sufficient vegetation to
nourish goats.
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CHAPTER XL

Embark on board the royal Barge—leave Pagahm—singular Caves—
Birman Hermits.—Pass Sirraykioun—Gnerroutoh— Country popu-
lous —Shwayedong— Keonzeee—Toucheec—Lapac, or pickled Tea—
—Kiouptaun, or Line of Rocks—Tanoundain—T trroup-mew, or Chi-
nese Town:—The Ieenduem a large River—Cassay Boalmen—Yauda-
boo—Manufectory of earthen IWare—Summeikioum—Manufactory. of
Salt-petre; and Gunpowder.—Gnameaghee— Tobacco Plantations.—
Sandaht, or Elephant Villuge—Mealmoo—DYapadan—the Shawbun-
der returns.— Kiouplaloun—periodical Risings of the River—ancient
dva— Descriplion of #—Temple of Shotgunga Praw.—Beauliful Si-
tuation of Chagain—Appearance of Ummerapoora, the Capital—Toun-
zemalini—spacious Lake—Residence of the British Depulalior, and
Reception on our landing.

A nine o'clock in the morning of the tith of July I took possession of
the royal barge with ceremonious formality, accompanied by the Woon-
dock and Baba-Sheen. The platform on the outside contained space lor
thirty fwo rowers, sixteen an each side; but on this occasion the oars were
nol fastened, as it was meant to be drawn by war-boats : the inside was
divided into three small apariments, handsomely fitted up ; the roof and
sides werelined with white cotton, and the floor covered with carpets and
fine mats. I proceeded in this barge till one o'clock, and then returned to
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my own boat, which was a much more convenient, though less dignified
conyeyance.

After leaving Neoundah, the eastern bank of the river rises to a perpen-
dicular height, eighty or one hundred feet above the river. In the side of
the cliff, rather more than half way up, we saw some apertures resembling
doorways, and were told that they were entrances into caveswhich had for-
merly been inhabited by hermits, who, desirous of withdrawing from the
world, had excavated these abodes with their own hands, and dwelt in them
for the remainder of their lives, preserving no farther intercourse with their
fellow creatures, than what was necessary to receive their food, which was
lowered down tothem by a rope. The Birmans do not inflict on themselves
disgustful tortures, afier the manner of the Hindoos, but they deem it me-
ritorious to mortify the flesh by the voluntary penance of abstemiousness
and self-denial. Solitary seclusion has, at some period or other, been
accounted praiseworthy in most countries : during the reign of monkish
superstition, it prevailed very commonly throughout Europe : our legen-
dary tales are not wholly unfounded : the Hermit of Warkworth is said to
have had ils origin from a fact. Birmans, however, though bigotted, are
not gloomy, and are in general blessed with a disposition too cheerful to
retire from the world in hopeless despendency, or sullen discontent.

Our journey this day was slow, and we perceived little that differed
from what has already been described : the islands formed by the river
were long, and succeeded each other with such small intervals, that the
full breadih of the river, from bank to bank, seldom could be seen: we
judged it to be in most places three miles wide : our boats kept near the
castern shore, and passed, on that side, the towns of Sirraykioum and
Gnerroutoh. During the latter part of the day, the country seemed fertile,
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and the soil richer than in he neighibourond of Pigalm: ke sutiber of
inhubitants and cattle denoted u considerable population. Tn the eyening
we bronglit o near Shwayedong, 4 small bur neat town, containing about
300 houses; ranged in 2 regular street & elick dwelling bad & snull garden,
fenced with &' bamboo raiting:  Two monasterics and & lew small temples,
did not claim pasticuldr notice, but the tall and wide-spreading trees tiat
overshadowed then, were objects. of pleasing conlemplation.

On the next day; July 12y, we continued ouy joumey, sometimes going
fisst, at others slow, and with difficulty, as the wind favoured us, the reackes
the castern side; was the plice ol most consequence, std was omamented
with several neat temples. At ‘hall past five in the evering 1 went on
shore, and found the adjucent country divided into fields, which; ala pro-
per season, are cultivated ; the remains of o tobacco plantation (il hiad
produced a crop in the Brmer year, were yet lying on the ground : de-
tached hills appéared to the eastward. 'We brought (o, and spérit the
night mear & sl village called Toucheec, to thie nottly of Yebbay. Here
the inhabitants get their livelibood by selling Lapac, or pickled tea-leaf, of
whicl the Birmans ave extiemely fond, The plant, Lwas informed, grows at
a place called Palongmion. u distriet 1o the nortleast of Ummerapoora ; it
is very infetior to the tea’ produced in China; and is seldons used but 25 2
pickle,

On the following daywe kept elose to the eastern shoré, atid the breadih
of the river being in most places from three 1o five miles, it was nol r.'isf
minutely to distinguish objects on the western bank. The coumntry, as we
advanced north, nereased in population and improved i agriculture ; the
land everywhere indicated « deficiency ol rain. being parched, and broken

Nn
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into deep fissures, owing tothe want of moisture. Weunderstood the season
hud been rematkably dry : rain, Nowever, was shortly expected. Theriver,
notwithstanding the fdlure of the monsoon; continued to rise. We pas
scd, on the eastern side, Kiouptaan, orthe Liie of Rocks, Tasioumditin, a
respectable town, with several other towns and yillages. Tn tlie evening
we brought 1o 4t an island opposite Tirroup-mew, or Chinese City; there
s 4 small district that bears the same name, called so in commemoration
of 3 victory gained here over an army of Chinese that invaded the Birmun
empire some centuries ago, at the period when Pagalun was the seat of go-
vemment, wheice it appears that the Cliinese have long considered this
kingdom as @ desirable conquest, and have made more than one [ruitless
allempt 1o accomplish its subjection.

The next day we stopped five miles sbove Tirroup-mew, where the
Keenduem minglés its waters with those of the Iawaddy ; this great river
comes from the north-west, and divides the country of Cassay from that
of Ava. ‘The Birmans say that it has its source in a lake three months
journey to the northward: it'is navigable, as fir as the Birman territories
extend, for vessels of burthen, An intelligent man belonging to Dr. Bu-
¢hanan’s boat, informed him, that the most distunt town, in the possession
of the Birnans, on the Keenduem, was named Nakioung, and the first
Shaan town® was called Thangdat. Theentrance of the Keenduem, seemed
somewhat less than a mile wide 1 the Trrawaddy, immediutely above the

junction, became much narrower: but 1 imagine a stream was concealed,

* Shsan, or Shaw, is 3 very comprebensive werm given 1o different natides, some indepens
dent, others the subjects of the greater smates = thys the Birmans frequently mention the Me-
Lap.Shain, or Shaan subjecr to the Birmans ;. the Yoodra-Shaan, subject to the Stamese ; the
Caszay-Shzzn), o the Cassavers. '
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and that what appeared to be the limits of the river was the bank of un
island formed by another branch,

It the men who rowed the war-boats that :ccamp:mwd the barge from
Ummerapoora, 1 lad remarked features differing much from the other boat-
men, and a softoess of countenance that resembled. more the Bengal than
the Birman character of face: on enguiry | learned that they were Cas+
sayers, or Lhe sons of Cassayers, who lud been brought away from their
native counlry, at times when the Binmans carried their predatnr}r InCir-
sions across Lhe Keenduem, Eastem invaders, who do not intend to occu-
py the territorics they over-run, ususlly adopt thie policy of conveying
away, the inhabitants; particularly children, whom they establish within
their own dominions, and thus acquire additional strength by augmenting
the number of their subjects, This kas been a practice of Asiatic warfure
from time mmemeorial : the last contest of the English with Hyder Ally
depopulated the Carnatic. Children, until they altain u certain age, may
bie transplanted with safety, and will assimilite 1o any soil, but after arviv-
ing at the years of maturity, the most lenient treatment will hardly recon-
cile the human mind to coercive detention in a foreign country. The spat
where & person has passed the tender years of life. the Im_lg remembered
and impressive interval betwesn infancy and mashood, be it where
it may, is ever d&ar to him. T should willingly have conversed with
the Cassay boal people respecting their nation, bul my situation for-
bad me, either to gratifly my own coriosily, or sanction the enquiries
ul others.

At ten o'clock we reached the town of Yandaboo, remarkable for its ma-
nufsctories of enrthen ware ; and in the eourse of the day we passed many
towns and villages, on each side, agreeably shaded by tiees, particalarly
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by the palmyra and the tamarind. Earlyin the evening we brought loina

creek which leads up to a large town named Summei-kioum : after dinner
Dr. Buclianan and mysell ook a walk along the mangin of the creck, which
cartied s to~the town by a wide ¢iratit: we found the bouses, though
mumerous, mean; and very iiegulirly builts the grounds in the neighbour-
liood were embanked for the cultivation of rice. The soil appeared to be
good, but the inhabitants expressed the utmost anxiety on the subject of
rains not a drop had yet fallen here, although, in uig common course of
seasons, the motisoon should have commenced three wecks earlier. The
poor people were carefully husbanding their rice straw, for the support of
their catile, large herds of which were endeavouring (o pick up 3 subsis-
tence from the parched blades of grass, in felds that were covered with
dust insteadd of verdure.  The appearance of these unimals bespoke exces-
sive poverty- il nol aciual famine:

At Summei-kioum there is the greatest mamufactory of saltpetre and
gunpowder in the kingdom: here also s prepared the gumpowder that'is
required for the royal magazines; Ut is the sole occupation of the inhabi-
tants, Neiiher salipetre nor gunpowder are suffered to be exported under
any plea; nor can: the smallest quantity be sold sithour a special license
from some man in power,

Early in the morning we left the neighbourhood of guupowder and salt-
petre 1 temples snd villages lined the Bunks 5o thickly that it would be
tediots to enumente them. At nine o'cluck we stopped at Grameaghee,
celebrated for producing the best wbaecodn the Birman empire; muny
brick Kilns syere on fire, preparing matenals for bqilding temples, of which
there sppeared 1o be already a sufficient mimber.™ Pursuing our journey,
we passed numerous islinds; some of them were cultivated, and lad
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honses, Inhubitants, and trees, Towards evening the wind suddenty rose
tea storm; Mr, Wood and myself reached Sandaht, or Elephant Village:
Dr. Buchanan's boat could not make head againgt wind and strésm, and
dropped an anchiar: perceiving his situation, I dispatched one of the war-
bots to his aid, when the united efforts of botly crews soon brought him
in sufety to the feet. Sundahtis a small town which, together with the
fands adjacent, is occupied eutirely by the elephant-keepers belonging to
the royal stables. The King Ts the sole proprictor of all the elephunts-in
his dominions,; and the privilege to ride on, or keep one of these animals,
15 an honour granted only to men of the very first rank and conssquence':
his Birman Majesty is said to possess 6000, In India, female elophants are
prized beyond males; on account of their being more tractable’; but in Ava
it is the reverse; females are never sed ba stite occasions, snd seldom fur
ordinary riding, which causés the other sex to be of much higher value;
it however rarely happens that either one or the other is to be purchased,
ihe King's exclusive right, and the limited use that is made of them, pre-
vent their becoming an article of common sale,

We sel out at anearly hour next morning ; Mealmoo, on the western side,
appeared from the water 1o be s large town, shaded by groves ol palmyra
trees; it is remarkabile for a manufictory of coarse checkered cotton cloth,
such as is wom by the lower class o people.  Yapadain, 4 town on the
eastem side, was distinguished by several temples, and a handsome monas-
tery.  About twelyve o'tlock the Shawbunder, who, after the interview at
Loonghee, had returned to Ava, again mebugs le bad travelled with great
expedition, having been at coust, and made hisreport: the present visitwas.
3 spoitancous act of civility: e possessed a small jughire, or personal es.
tate, ity ;he.ngighbgmﬁ?d, where he had prepared some relreshments; of
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which he requested T would stop to partake. 1 coroplicd with his desire,
and accompinied him to & bawer formned in o chump of bambous, on the
bank of the river, and shaded from the sun by an antificial awning of grass:
here we found a profusion of lruits, milk, butter, and pr&mcs;iﬂ dishes
fsid out pn carpels; . company of ‘dancing girls and musicians from 3
neighbouring village entertdiied us with their music and ‘graces. 1 re-
mained as short @ time ds was consistent with civility, and then pursued
my voyage. We passed in our progress severil populous villages plea-
santly situited, and adorned with well enclosed gardens and archards ‘of
plantain, guava, and othiér fruit trees. At might we brought loat Kioup-
piloum, where a farge temple, surrounded by several small buildings; was
the only object that merited particular attention.

Next day we got under way at the customary hour, and made but slow
progress, the wind heading us 5o far, that the square sails of the Birman
tsoats could not keep Tulls oars:and poles were plyed with vigour. The
river. which, though it had not yet risen 10 its ttmost pefindif:sﬂ height, had
averflowed its banks, ftled all the water-courses, and inundated the low
grounds adjacent 1o s bed. As the force of the curvent lzy in the middle
of ihe stream, in order to avoid its inlluence we frequently nuvigawed
throtgh felds, in which the tll grass and reeds appeared above the sur-
face of the water, and the trees liad tlicir stems immersed beneath the Hood.
The swelling of the lrawaddy is not nfluencad by the quantity of rain
which fulls in the wallics, but by the torrents thiat rush down from the moun-
wainis. Notwithstanding the dronght in the chumpaign country had been
greater this yéar ‘tlan ususl, the river was swollén to its regular height,
which, I'was informed. it rarely fell shart of, or exceeded : indeed this part '
of (e country is seldom refreshed by ca‘p]mﬂ". rains, but. like Egypt,
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‘depends onthe overllowing of ils river to fertilize the soil. Thelrmwaddy,
duriug the monsoon months, rises and subsides three or four times.. As
our distance from Ummerapoora diminished, towns and*villages on
each side, recurred st such short tervals, that it was in vain Lo enquire
the name of each Jisr.i.ncl. assemblage ol houses: each, however bl
its name, and was for the most parl inhabited by one particular class
ol people, professing some separate trade, or following some peculiar
occupation. We were shewn 2 tomb erected to the memory of a person of
high distinction, who had been accidentally drowped near that place filteen
ycﬁn before; it was an eblong brick building, one story bigh, with eiglt
 or nine doors opening towards the Tiver. Many beantiful temples and
Lioums would have engaged our attention, had we not already seen such
pumbers, and been assured that all we had viewed fell far short of those,
which we should have an epportunity of behiolding at the capital. “We
brought ta late in the evening, at the lower landing place ol what yas once
the ¢ity of Ava, and the metropolis of all the Birman empire.
fn the morning I took a hasty view of Aungwa, or Avas it is divided mto
anupper and lower city, both of which are fortified ; the lower, whicltis the
mosi extensive, | judged to be about four miles in circumlerence ; it is pro-
_tected by 2 wall thirty leet high, at the foot of which there is a deep and
broad fosse. The communication belween the fort and the country is over
2 mound of earth crossing the ditely, that supports a causeway; an em-
bankment of earth in the inside sustains: the wall; the upper or smaller
fort, which may be called the citadel, and does not exceed a mile in cir-
cuit, was much stronger, and more compact.than the lower, but neither
the upper nor the lawer had a diteh on the side of the river. The walls
are now mouldering into decays ivy clings to the sides, und bushes, suf-
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fered to grow al tic botwom, undermine the foundation, mnd: have aleady
caused larze chasms it the different faces of the fort. Thie materials of the
liouses, conssting chietly of wood hiad, on e {'m_;l. vrder for yemoving; been
transported to the mew city of Ummerapoora: but the ground, unless
where it is covered witls bushes, or rank grass, still m;;ﬁins_ traces of lopmer
buildings and streets. The lines of the royal palice, of the Lotoo, or grand
council hall, the apariments of the women, and the spot on which the
Piasath; or imperial spive, had stood, were-pointed oul to us by our gtide.
Clumps of bambipos, 3 lew plantain trees, and tal) thorms, occupy the
greater part of thie-area of this lately fourishing capital. We observed
two dwelling houses of brick and mortar, the rools of which had lallen in3
these, our guide said, had belonged to Colars, or foreigners s on entering
one, we found it inlabited ouly by bats, which flew in our faces, whilst our
sense of smelling was offended by their filth, and by the noisome mildew
that kung upon the walls. Numerous temples, on which the Birmans never
lay. sacrilegious hands, were dilapidating by time: It is impossible to
draw smore striking picture of desolation and nuii.

Among the religious buildings within the fort, one named Shoegunga
Praw, no ways distinguished for size or splendour, was in former titnes
hicld peculiarly sacred, and is still revercnced above the rest. Al the pre-
sent day, when an officer of rank is about to enter vn 2 greal public trust,
or.a new commander is appointed o the army; the oath of allegiance isad-
ministered in this temple with great solemnity, a breach of which is con-
sidered the most heinous crimea Birman can be guilty of, and is inya-
riably punished by the severest tortures. How Shoegunga obtained this
distinction 1 was not.able to learn.. We were informed that a temple of
much greater magnitude, named Logatherpoo Praw, stood @ short distance
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(o {he westward of the fort, in which was a colossal figure of Gaudma,
furmed out of @ solid block of marble. This temple 'ém_d. image we had
beiter opportunity of viewing on aur returm. 2

Leaving Ava in our rear, the river bends again 1o thie northward, whet
the upposite €ity of Chagein, and the wpives, the turrets; and the lofty Pia-
suth of Ummerapoor, create an unexpected  pleasure, and exhibit a fne
contrast to tie gloomy and deserted walls of Ava, Chagain, on the north
side, once, too, the seat of imperial residence, is situated partlyat the oot
aud piily on the side, of & rugged hill that is bioken into separate emi-
nences, and on the summit of ecach stands a spiral temple ¢ these emples,
rising irregularly one above another to the top of the mountain, form
Leautilul assemblage of objects, the effect of which is increased by their
being carefully whiwu:ubed_,and kept in repair. As we sailed near the
opposite shore, (he sun shone il wpon the hill, and s reflected riys
displayedithe scenery (o the highest advantages in-addition to this, the
siollen state of the river gave to the waters, the semblanice of & vist like,
interspersed with islands, in which  the foundations of Ununerapoora
seemed to be immersed. - Numberless boats weve passing up and dawii,
sl the houses on the weslem, o7 rather southern shore, appeared, lrom
ieir wminterrupted sticoesion, to'be a continued town, or sitburbs of u
city.

At tivelve p'clock we came to the mouth of the channel that cominni-
cates with the Hike of Tounzemalin, through wihiich it receives its waters
fom the river. The situation: of Ummerapoora has already been: de-
scribed s the southern face of the fortis: washed, during the rainy season,
by the waves of the luke. and 'the Hopses ol the ¢ty and suburbs extend
dlong the bank as far as the extreme point of land: - Acvoss the lake, and

0o



282 EMBASSY TO AVA.

apposite to the fort, stands the small village of Tounzemahn, near which,
in a tall grove of mango; palmyra, and cocod nul iTees, & dwelling was
prepared for the British deputation, On entering the lake, the number of
boats that were moored, as in'a harbeur, to avoid the, infuence of the
sweeping flood, the singularity of their construction, the height of the
waters, which threaten imindation to the whole city, and the amphithcatm
of lofty hills that nearly surrounded us, altogether presented a novel scene,
exceedingly interesting to a stranger. We rowed towands the grove, whilst
the greaterpart of the lleet went to the opposite sides on reaching the bunk,
pesceived a war-boat belonging to the Maywoon ol Pegug, who, Iunder-
stood, was at the grove waiting our arvival, Twas received on landing by
Baba-Sheen, and some inferior officers ;. tﬁcytccom?anind me to the house,
which was situuted about 300 yards from the brink of the like, oversha-
dawed by lolty trees, that completely defended 1t lvom the meridian sun.
When we came to the entrance of the virando, or balcony, the May-
woon of Pegue, the Governor'ol Bamoo, a province bowdering on China,
and the Woondock beforementioned, welcomed me. to the capital. Being
seated on carpets spread alang the Hoor, the conyersation turned on general
tapics, and particularly on Europemn geographyy a subject on which the
Governor of Bamoo appesured very desirous of imformation. Alter sume time,
the Woondock addressing himself to me, said. that his Birman Majesty had
been absent u few months, ut 4 country residence named Meengoung, where
he was erecting a magnificent temple to thein divinity Gaudma, but was
expected 1o vetum soon. to Ummerapoora 3 that, in the mean lime, in-

strisctions lad been given io his ministers to provide every thing requisite

for the accommodation of the English gentlemen, and that Baba-Sheen
was commanded to reside riear us; in order to supply our wants, and

& ey
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to communicate our wishes : o this the Maywoon ol Pegue added, that
the 1wo inferior Serees, or pmviﬁcinl under secretaries, who had accom-
panied us from Rangoon, were likewise dirécted 1o attend 1o our orders,
and being persons to whorn Wwe wese aceustomed, would probably bie more
agreeable to us than entire SIFANZCIS:

These polite and hospitable attentions were received and acknowledged by
me witls real satisfaction ; nor was it at all diminished by the freedo with
which the Woondock informed me, thit it Was contrary to the etiquette
of the Birman court; for & public minister from 3 foreign nation; o g0
ibroad before his: first audience. He therelore hoped 1 would not ross
thie lake in person, or suffer any of my people to do so, until the cere:
monials were pasty but us our CUstoms differed from theirs, and the Euro-
peans habituated ihemselves 1o take exercise, 1 was at full liberty 1o walk
or ride into the country, or over the plains that Ly between our dwell-
ing and the bills, as faras 1 thought proper; recommending to me at il
saime Lime, not o' go 10 any great distance, as +t would be considered by
the: common: people in the light of a derogation from my oWn CONsc
quence. | thanked him for his connsel, which was delivered with many
expressions of civility; and readily acquiesced in what he assured me was
an established custont. :

This usage of debarring a public minister from entering the capital
previous (o hik first: formal presentation, 1 understood was neither re-
cént nor uncommnon; it has long been the known practice of the Birman
and Siamese governments; Monsicur Loubere makes mention of it in his
Account of an Embassy o Stam, sent from the court of Louis the Four
ceerith, Tt is' founded on that cautious policy which governs all nations
castward ol Indin in their intercourse with loreign states.
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CHAPTER XIL

Placé of Residence described — Deputation from China pmﬁﬁdai-—nnt dm-
perial —Rhoom, a Building sometimes altacked to private Houses—Rea-
senof it-—Munificence of the Birman Government — Letter from General
Eirskine—apened by the Birman Minister—Apology.—Appearance af
the adjacent Country—parched for Want of Rain—Cassay Farmers—
IWomen industrious—rvow the Boats—fond of singing.—Chinese Mu-
sic discordant ‘and tronblesome— Indolence of the Chinese—King
returns 1o the Capital—Eelipse of the: Moon.—Reason of Deay—
Pride of the Gourt—ils Puncliliousness—Lelter from the Goyernor-

General transtated—present @ Memorial— Embassies: wsually consest:

of three Mémbers—TVisit_from the junior Deputies from China—
whimsical Ceremopy—Relurn the Visit—Subject af Conversitlion.

A s s00n a5 my visitors took their leavé, Dmade a survey ol our new
habitation s it was 2 spagious hiouse of one story, raised from the ground
somewhit more thum two feer, and better covered than Birman houses
wisually ave 1 it consisted of two good sized rooms, and i large virando, or
balcony the partitiohs and walls were made ol cane mats, with Latticed
windows it the sides = the shape of the roof was such as distinguishes the
lotses of wobless it was alogether a comfortable habitation, and yell
adapted sto the climate. Mr. Wood had a smaller house erceted behind
mine; und pﬁm“ﬂi to it amd Dr. Buchinan another at right angles, Small

_f
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separate huts were constructed for the guaril, and for our attendants ; the
whele was surmounded by a strong bamboo paling, which inclosed acourt
yard, There were two entrances by gates. ong in front ol my house. the
othier backwards; at ench of these, on the gutside of the paling, was &
shed; in which 3 Birman guurd was posted to protect us from thieves,.
keep off the populace, and probibly 1 watch and report our moVEmELs;
On the skirts of the ‘sume grove; in 3 line with our dwelling, sumilar
louses were erected for three Ghinese deputies, who had arrived & Lim-
merapoora about two mosths before us z these: personages were yepre-
sented as composing # roval mission from the imperial city ol Pekim
but cireumstances early led me to spspest that their real character did nol
rise higher than that ul@ provineial deputation lrom Manchegee. ot Yunun,
the south-west provinee of China, which borders ofi the kingdom ol Aya,
a ‘conjecture that was afierwards confirmed, They had sceompanied the
Governor of Bameo; which is the frontier province, 1o the capitel; and I
understood: that their business was (o adjust some mercuntile concems te-
lating 1o the jeky or mart, where the commodities of the two empires are
browught and bartered. It was not at all imprabable that the mission had
been sanctioned by the authority of the Emperer of China, especially as
I'.hl'.'-lpri"ncipnl.'tﬁtm.hﬂ_r ol itwas a pative of Pekin, and had lately come from
thenve s but the [alse pride of the Bivman court suggested the puerile”
expedient of representing it 1 15 &5 un imptrial embassy, a distinction 10
which, 1 wasprivately informed from an authentic source; it possessed 1o

el ==
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« The Chiness seem 1o have heen actuated by 3 policy equally absurd, when they
infarmedl Sir Gegrge Staunton, st the time of the formal imreductiin of Lunl‘hl_nrmnuh
that * Embassadurs from l;'éguﬁ“ Weie prescat vand that 4% Siam, Ava, 2nd Pegue wore
eribntary. 10 Chine ™ mich mmworthy Ueceptioes huot belng espected, could hardly be guanded
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pretensions whatever. The members, however, were treated apparently
with much personal respect and attention,

The building denominated Rboom, has already been described as the
official hall of justice, where the members of provincial governments, and
all municipal officers, are accustomed to assemble for the uansaction of
public busingss. Every man of high rank in the Binman cmpire is 2 magjs-
trate, and has u place of this description and name contiguous Lo liis
dwelling, but always on the outside of the enclosure of his court yard, and
not surrounded by any fence or railing, in order 1o manifest publicity, and
shew that it is the seat of majesty and justice, to which all mankind may
have free access. An imperial mandate 1o 3 governor, or an order from 2
ZOVEIMOT Lo @ Pelly mitugee, or chiel of a small town or district, Is mnva-
riably opened and read aloud in this sanctified ball. The Birman govern-
ment, in the administration of public affairs, suffess no such thing as pri-
vacy or concealment. The rhoomiis likewise an appendage of dignity, as
it denotes him to whose habitation it is annexed, to be a person of rank
and consequence;  building of this sort was erected within a few yards
af the front zate of our mclosure.

For two days afier our landing, e boatmen and servants were cim-
ployed /in transporting our baggage from the boats to. the house, and
our time was chielly taken up in arrangiog the domestic econamy of our
new residence, in whiclh we found a libezal provision of all such necessa-
ries as the mutives themselves. require; my rooms were carpeted, but the
chairs, tables, k¢, were my own. Rice, gee (clarified butter), firewaod,

against, ‘The courts of Ava and Pekin appear 10 resemble each other in many points, but in
nobe mare than in thelr vanity, which often manifests itse!f in 2 manner not less ridiculous
than contemptible.

|
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and pots for dressing victuals, were supplied (o our people in abundance.
A few stalls, or petly shops, were established in the grove, 1o afford the
smaller ingredients of cookery; siich as greens, spices, sall, tamarinds, ke.
. Here also tobacen and beetle leal were sold; and 1o enable our attendants
to purchase such articles, one hundred tackal, about (12 sterling, were
distributed amongst them: this was an et of munificence which I with
greal difficulty avoided the obligation of, i’ my own person, but no remon-
strance could prevail on the Birman officer to dispense with it in the
instance of our domestics.

The delinguent refugecs, of whom ‘mention has been made in formes
part of this work, as having been surrendered by order of the Governor-
General, to the justice of their counry, hud reached Ummerapoara some
weeks previous to our arrival. The Birman guard that escorted them had
brought a fetter directed to me from General Frskine; ihe English com-
mander 4 Chittigong 3 this letter the Birman miuister, & it was alleged,
through miistake, but mere probably by design, catised to be ‘opened, and
procured 2 translation from an Armenian interpreter. The circumstance
was reporied to the King, who ordered that the letier should be safely
deposited in the Lotoo, and given 1 me on my arrival ¢ the royal in_iuné
tions were punctually obeyed; an officer; in his dress of ceremon y. broughe
it aver. A proposal was first made, that 1shiould go mysell to the rhioom,
solicit its restorafion, recelve it as an act of grace, and do homage to the
King, by bowing with my face towards the palace. From this 1 entirely
dissented, as the cause of complaint was withme, and confidence had in some
measure been violated by their breaking the séal. 1do not imagine that the
proposition arigimated from anyauthority, as it was immediately given up.
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and the letter, in a silk wrapper, was formally presented to me ona tray,
by the ufficer who'conveyed it across the lake,

Deing now comlortably lodged, we had leisure to take a view of the cir
cumjacent country, and observe the. objects that immediately surroundeid
us. Behind the grove im which we lived was 4 smooth extensive phiin,
intersected by the embankments of what, in the past year, had been helds
of ‘tice, but which promised, this season, to be an unproductive waste,
owing to the uncommon drought: notwithstanding the spor we were on
wis elevated very little ubove the present level of the fake, which had now
nearly reached its utmost heiglht, yet the ground was parched up, and di-
vided into chasms from want of moisture. Dark and rugged mountains,
about eight miles distant, bounded the prospect to the southwest: severul
small villages were scattered over the plain, and ou the skirts of the grove,
inhabited, as we were informed, by native Uassayers, or the descend-
ants of Cassayers, who had been carried mto captivity by the Birman
inyaders during their predatory expeditions across the Keenduen.

The Seree who accompanied me' said, that these people, whom he
cilled Munniporeans; from Munnipore, the capital of Cassay, were in
general become reconciled 1o their state of servitude, owing to their hav-
ing been bronght away very young from their own counitry s the superior
indusiry and skill which they possess over the Bivmans in different branches
of handicraft. supplicd them with a comfortable subsistence. Those in our
neighbourhood werelarmers and gardeners, who cultivated pulse, greens,
oniony, and such vegetables as Birmuns use ; these articles they transport
at an early hour across the lake to the city, whare they retail them in the
market. and bring home the produce at might ; this business is mostly
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performed by females; one man, commonly a persomin years, accompa-
nies each boat, in which, standing erect, he acts as steersman, whilst the
women, usually from ten (o' fourteen in' number, sitting with their legs
acvoss, vow short ours, or use paddles, according 1o the size of the vessel:
when they set out in 5 moming, they prott!d in silence, but tcm:min_g at
night, they join in jocund chorus, snd time the stroke of their oars to thebars
eftheir song. Wewereserehuded every evening from dusk till teno’clockby
successive partics of these joyous females, whose strains, thoughunpolished,
were always melodious and pleasing. The Birmans, both men and women;
are fond of singing whilst at work; it lightens their labour: * song sweet-
ens toil, how rude soe'er the sound.” Unfortunately our tnusic wis not con-
fined to these passing chantresses; there wercother performers, less agreeable,
nearer to us, Our neighbuours, e deputies from Ching, unluckily for the
repose of those from Britain, happened to be smateurs in their way. and
had amongst  their dependants a select band of musicians, such us [ cer-
tainly had never heard equalleds it is impossible to describe the horrible
noises that issued from gongs, drums, cymbals, an instrament with' twe
strings; which may be called a Gddle; and something like @ clarionet, that
sent forth a sound more grating to the ear than all the rest. This was their
constant noctural amusement, swhich never etided before midnight, and
was nol otice remitted, till the principal personage of the entbassy became
sa. indisposed thut he could endure it no longer. Whilst he lingered we
enjoyedl tranquillity, but after his decease the- concert recommenced; and
continued, to our great annoyance, (il ity quitted the grove to return to
therr native coumstry. LY

The opposite babits of different nations werg here-sirikingly evineed in
the dissimilarity between the manners of the Engﬁuih and those of the

Fp
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Chinese: the latter never lefl the precintts of ticir habiation, or mani-
fested a desire to lenve it, except 1o loll in easy chairs, and smoke their
long pipes in the cool of the evening on the margin of the lake, about
two or thrée hundred yards in fromt of their houss. The English gen-
tlemen accustomed themselves either 1o walk or nde three or four miles in
the moming before breakfast, and the same distance in the afterncon, a
circumstance that did not escape the votice of the Birmans. My cus-
lomary roufe was it a southern direction, over pathways that led through
rice fields; in my veturn making a cirenit slong the green border of the
lake. Although- there was not the least cause to apprehend eithir isijury
or insolence, 1 was always autended in my excursions by six or eight
soldiers, and by as many of my private servants, armed with ' sabres,
who seemed to atiruct no less notice than mysell. When | met any of
the watives, particulacly women, they squatted down into the posture
of respecl, As soon as the novelty ol my appearance bad a little worn
off, Twas told thar they were still anxions to know why-a persan cons
sulting his own amusement, and master of his own time, should walk so
fast; but on being informed that I was * 2 Golar,” or stranger, and that
it wiis the custom of my country, they were reconciled to this aswell as to
every other act that did oot coincide with their own prejudices and usage.

In & few diays the retum of the King was sunounced by the dischirge of
rockets, and by the general bustle that so important an event caused among
all classes of pedple: we saw nothing of the display, which we. mderstond.
on this occasion, was not a all pompous. :

The period of our arrival occurred at a juncture tiat supplicd the Bir-
man court with a plausible excuse for pmtpuuiug‘l]u: consideration of pub-
lic business, and delaying my lormal reception, as well as the delivery of
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the letter from the Governor-General to the King. It so liappesed tliat. in
thie ensuing mouth there was to be an eclipse ol the moon, sn operation of
nature, which they useribe to the interference of a malignant demon. On
suel an occusion alfnirs of: state; and all important matters ol business,
that will admit of procrastivation, are put of to the following mouth. The
astmlogers were ussembled to consult on the first fortunate day afler the
lapse of that imsuspicious moon, when they discovered that the seventesnth
of the month Touzelien, comespouding with the 30th of August, wus ﬂ'f
earlisst that wonld occur, and that duy was accordingly appointed for the
public eeption of the English embussy.

Caution and policy had, perhaps. a5 great 2 share with the Birmans as
supurstition; in thus retarding the ceremony ol our introduction’s itwis
to them a tovel incident; they were desirous to penetrate thoroughly inte
the objects we lhad in view, before sny part of the subject came into
formu! discussion. They might probably also wish to have an opportunity
to judge of our national churacter, and o determine, from our conduc,
in what mantier 10 segulate their own; if such were their motives, they
were consistent with tht sagacity, which I found invariably displayed by
ilic Birman government in all its resolutions and acts-of a public nawre

But the prevailing charcleristic of the Birman court s prideé ¢ like the
suvereign of Ching, Lis Myesty of Ava acknowledges no equal 3 indeed
it i the fixed principle of all vations eastwiurd of Bengul, o consider
loreign ministers as suppliants come o solicit protection, not as represen-
tatives who may demand redvess 3 rather as vassals to render homage, tlan
as pessons vested with authority to treat on equal derms, O this system ]
was, early apprized, and felt no disappointment at hearing of a general
rumour current amony the higher ranks of Birmans, that o deputy had ar-
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vived from the English government, beaviug tribute for their King, Reports
of this nature were uo otherwise regarded than as an admonition to regu-
late my actions with scrupulous circumspection. |

Amongst other rf:gulmi&m of this punctilious court, I was given to wii-
devstand, that it was not customary lor the King to reccive any letter in a
formal manner wil.hl;ut being pra@uunly apprized of its contents. This
created some difficulty in respect to the'letter from the Governor-General,
which was at length surmounted by an agreement on my part to admit of
a'copy being made in my presence, but it was stipulated by them that it
should be transcribed in the rhoom ndj_ut:eut to my house, and not in my
private residence. In this proposal Facquissced, and accordingly a formal
deputation, consisting of seven or ecight ollicers of state, was directed
proceed to the thoom, where they were 10 open the lettey, and see it pro-
perly transcribed : these personuges came with much purade, appnnalled
in their robes of ceremony : on landing they wilked divectly to the
rhoom, and having taken their seats, sent a Terrezogee, or inferior officer,
ulong with Baba-Sheen, 1o request I would come, and bring with me the
‘Governbr-General's letter ;. T obeyed this summons, accompanied by
the other gentlemen and our usual attendants. On entering the rhoom
T was civilly desired, as the occasion was a solemtone; to make obeisance
towards the piasath, or spire of the royal palace, which was more than two
miles distant, a ceremony I complicd with by raising my right hand to my
head, and making a slight inclination ol my: body, after the mamer of the
Mubomedan Salum: Being seated, 1 delivered the letter, which was
written in English and in Pésinn, to the Woondock, ur stiperior offi-
cery it was immediately opened by a secretary ¢ and an Armenian inter-
preter, named Muckatees, who spoke and wrote English fluently, was
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ordered to make a copy in English, whilst a Mussulman. moonshee made
‘another in Persian, When the writing wis finished, 1 delivered a paper,
which b desired might be laid Lefore lis M;jestf's- council, decluratory, in
general terms, of the friendly wishes and views of the Governor-General
in deputing me to the Birman court, and expressing my desire to main-
wain o confidential intercourse with such persons as his Majesty, or his
counrcil, should think proper to authorize.

The business being concluded T returned ‘to- my liouse, and received
o ceremonions visit from. the Binmun officers, among whom there were
some personages of high distinetion; 4 Woondock, but not the one tut
met me at Pagalm, presided ; the master of the clephants, the old go-
vernor of Peenkeing, two Sere-dogees, or secretaries ol stute, and some
other officers, whose mames and stations 1 did not lewrn, were present §
iligir robes, whichwerevery graceful, were made either of velvet or. Howered
satin, with wide bodies, und logsc sleaves: they all were invested with
the chain' of nobility. dnd yore caps covered with light-green taffety.
Three of higher rank than the rest, had 2 wreath of gold leaves encircling
thie bottom of their caps, not unlike the strawberry leaves in.a ducal coro-
net: their attendants; who sere numerous, carried 2 varety of utensils,
such as their beetle box, water llaggon, drinking cup, and spitting pot, of
which Tatter, fram their filthy practice of chewing beetle, they stood in
constant niced. -1 regaled them witl tea, und English yaspberry jam spread
on biscuits: although they praised, I donot think they much relished our
preserve; they ate sparingly, and relveshed themselves with copious bowls
of ted, umdulterated either by cream or sugar.

About this time the Chinese minister, who lis already been mentioned
as: [abouring under severe indisposition, sent me A polite message,
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expressing ls regret that he-had it not in his power to visit me in person,
but that bis two colleagues would wait on me wheneyer Ichuukl be at
leisure to receive them 'y 1 retrned my acknowledgments, and appointed
the following day;

It is customary among uations eastward of Bcnéal. when a public depu-
tation is sent to a foreign court, o nominate three members, who constl-
tute a council ; although the president ar chiel of these is invested with
all the power, und controls ihe proceedings of the rest, yet the distinction
between them is not so wide as to preclude the juniors from a high degree
of consequence being attachied to their stations; and iy case of the demise
of the principal, the seuior susvivor executes all diplomatic functions, thus
wisely guarding azuinst any impediment which a casualty might throw ia
the way of negotiation.

The two junior members of the Chinese deputation came at Lhe ap-
pointed hour, accompanied by seven or cight attendants. There is
no personage on earth so solemn and. ceremonious as a Ghinese officer
of state; lis diguity is preserved by profound silence, unless when occa-
sion venilers il necessary to exercise the faculey of speech, which is always
slow, monotonous, und dull ; even gentlemen in the familiarity of private
life, seldom depart fiom thelr gravity, or rslax int o smile.. Oun entering
a-room where there is company, good breeding is evinced by a modest but
pcninau{}us r::[ussl 10 sit down till fhe master of the housc izli first seated,
which would be an equal violation of decoram on his part. This custom,
I was tolil, somelimes produces a very ludicrous scene, and the guests are
sot unfrequently obliged to be dragged to their chairs, and placed in them
almost by compulsion. My house being about 1o undergo some alteration,
I bl caused asuite of tents, which 1 had brought with me, (o be pitclied
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for sur temporavy accommodution ;- i these Tmade armngements to receive
my visitors, who were exact to their time. On entering the door of the
marquee they both made wm sbrupt stop, and resisted all solicitation o
advance to chaits that had been preparcd for them, untdl 1 shiould first be
seatedl ; in this dilemma Dr. Bucharan, who had visited Ghina; advised
me what was to be dongs T immediately seized on the foremost, whilst the
Doctor himsell grappled with the second; thus we soon fixed them i their
seats, both parties, during the struggle, Tepeating Chin Chin, Clin Chin,
the Chinese term of sahutation. The conversation was not at all lively or
interesting, for though T sat hetweet them, our words had to make a wide
ciréuit before they reached each other's comprehension, I spoke in the
language of Hindostan to & Mussulman who understood Birman, he deli-
vered it to a Birmun who spoke Chinese, this Birman gave it to the hirst
official domestic, who repeated. it to his master in the Chinese tongue,
Our wines, port, claret; and Madeira, all excellent of e kind, were
served up: these, however, were too cold for Ghinese palates; my visitants
didl not seem o relish thems but when cherry-brandy was intraduced,
tieir approbation was mamifested by the satisfaction with which wach of
them swallowed a large glass full of the liquor ¢ they tasted our tea, and,
before they departed, politely presented me with some fins; two or three
picces of silk, two small boxes of tea, and three bottles of shouchou, wvery
fiery spirit distilled from vice, of which the Chinese are extremely fand.
rettrned the visit on the following day, and wis received with as-much
pomp wnd ostentation as circumstances would admit: in front of the
house # silk ensign waved, on which was embroidered the imperial dragon
of China; and at their gate were suspended whips and chains, importing
the powerwhich the owner possessed to inflict eorporal punishment, The
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twe junior members metme at the threshold of their habitation, apologized
for the unavoidable absence of the chief personage; and introduced me
into a hall, the walls of which were concealed by screens of silk, and the
chairs covered with loose pieces of satin: this interview was nendered
more interesting than the former, by a spontancous question on the part
of the senior Chinese, to know whether | had heard of the safe arrival of
Lord Macartney in Englind. His lordship having left China only the e
ceding year, it was not possible to have had accounts of his reaching Eng-
Land, and the issue of hislordship'snegotiations was at that time wholly un-
known ; conséquently, being unacquainted both with the objects and evenr
of that splendid mission, Liely myself mther on delicate ground inregard to
the enquiries which [, on my pavt, wished to make. Inorder to deaw some
conclusion from their discourse, 1 encouraged them to pursue the wpic, by
asking how his lordship’s health had bome the vicissitudes of climate ;
they replied that they only knew of the embassy from repott, and seemed
reluciant to enter into particulars, with which, it is probable, they
were entirely unucquainted; I did mot, therefore, press the subject far-
ther; bul 1 was not sullered 1o remain long in doubt what their sentiments
were. Chinese vanity scarcely yields to that of the Birmans; here was an
apportunity, by exaggeration and misrepresentation, of indulging their own
pride at the expente of the English nation, which, in the accounts cirey-
lated by them al Ummerapoora respecting the embassy ta China, they did
uot neglect:. Khey treated uswith 1ea and sweetmests, and smoked their
long pipes with unrelixed solemnity. | r:p.ud their civilitics by giving
them some broad-cloth und brandy, and took my leave.

The altevations in my own dwelling, which I kad ﬂuggaai:d, weie
spuickly carvied into eflect, and by an order from the Lotoo or grand
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counicil, a small additional building, of 2 square form, and raised from the
ground, was erected within the enclosure of our court, for thie reception of
thic presents interided for lis Mujesty. 1was given to understand that
this building was meant us a compliment to what they thought proper to.
term, amonig themselves, ** tribute from the King of England ;™ but as no
such arrogant assumption was ever publicly professed, I could not take
notice of mere rumour: it was, however, privately intimated to me, that
keeping our tents pitched, would be considered by the court in the light
of a rellection upon its hospitality, and an inference would be drawn
from it, that we were discontented with our habitation. 1 ismediately
ordered e marquees-to be struck, nothing being Farther [rom my inten-
tion than to give umbrage, or express dissatisfaction, for which indeed, in
the present instunce, there was certainly no ground.

The interval that elapsed between thie time of our arrival 2t Ummera-
poora, and of our formal introduction at court, afforded us leisure to
acquire seme insight into the customs, religious tenets, and moral economy
of ‘the Birman nation. Instead, therefore, of flling up the chism by an
unimportant journal, in which the acis of ene day dillered but little from
those of the preceding, I shall dedicate a few pages 1o a mam'génaﬂ ac-
count of the country, and eadeavour, as far as our own circumscribed
observation, and the information of others enabled us, to illustrate the
characier of this people from their manmers, and their state of society from
the progress which the arts had made, and from the usages of the inha-
bitants in common fife.

Qq
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‘CHAPTER XIII,

Religion of the Birmans—their Laws—Jurisdiction of the Metropolis
—Lawyers—the Royal Establishment—Council of State—Oficers—
Honours not hereditary—Insignia of Rank—Dress—Resemblance lo
the Chinese.—Marriages—Funerals—Population— Revenue.

Avvren what s been written, there can be little necessit y to inform my
veaders thit the Birmans are Hindoos: not votaries of Brabma, buf sectaries
of Boodh, which latter is admitted by Hindoos of all descriptions to be
the ninth Avatar,* or descent of the deity in his capacity of preserver. He
reformed the doctrines contained in the Vedas, ind severely censured the
sacrifice of catile, or depriving any being of life: he is called the author of
hisppiness: hirp!tct: of residence was discovered at Gaya in Bengal, by
the illustrious Amara+ renowned amongst men, *‘who caused an image
» of the supreme Boodl to be made, and he worshipped it ¢ reverence be
“unto thee in the form of Boodh; reverence be unto thee, Lord of the
“Earth; reverence be unto thee, an incarnation of the déity ; and, cternal
* one, reverence be unta thee, O God in the form of Mercy:"

* Sir William Jones, on the Gads of Grezee, Iraly, and India,

t Sem the translution of 2 Shanscrir inscription on & stame found in the temple of Boodh,
at Gays, by Mr. Wilking, Asiat. Research, Vol L. T am indebted for the annexed repre-
semiation of the image of Boodh, a1 Gays; 1o the kindness of Lord Teignmouth. The reader
will observe ihe close resemblance it bears tu that of the Birman Gauima,
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Gotma, or Goutnm, according to the Hindoos of India, or Gaudma,
among the inhabitants of the more castern parts, is said * to have been 3t
philosopher, and is by the Birmuns believed to have Hourished above
2300+ years #ga: he taught, in the Indian schools, the heterodox religion
and philosophy of Boodli. The image that represenis Boodh is called
Gaudina, or Goutum, which is now & commonly received appellation of
Boodl himsell's this image is the primary object ol worship in all countries
situated between Bengal and China. The sectaries of Boodh contend with
those of Brahma for ihe honour of amtiquity, and are certainly far more
numerons. The Cingaleze in Ceylon are Bhoodhists aof the purest source,
and the Birmans acknowledige 10 have originally received their religion
from that island.§ It was brought, say the Rhahaans, hrst from Zehoo
(Ceylon) to Arracan, and thence was introduced into Ava, and probably
into China: for the Birmans assert with confidence that the Glhiinese are
Boodhists,

This is @ curious subject of investigation, and the concuyrent testimony
of circumstances, added to the opinions of the most mntelligent writers,
seem to leave Jittle doubt of the Jact. It cannot, hywever, be demonstrated
heyond the possibility of dispute, till we shall have acquired a more per-
fect knowledge uf Clinese letters, and a readier access to their repositories
of learning. Little can at present b ddded to the lights cast ou the sule
ject by the Jute Sir William Jones, in his Discourse delivered to the
Asiatic Socicty on the Clinese : that great man has expressed his convic-
tion in positive terms, that ** Boodh was unquestionably the Foe of

* Si¢ Willium Joues on the Gods of Greece, Italy, and Indis,

t This agrees with the account of the Sixmese camputation given by Kempfer,

1 The Bintans call Ceylan, Zehoo.
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China," and that ke was also the god of Japan, and the Woden of the
Goths, an opinion which corresponds with, and is perhaps grafied on, the
mformation of the learned and laborious Kzmpfer," corroborated after-
wards by his own researches. On whatever grounds the latter inference
rests, it will nat tend to weaken the beliel of his hirst position, when 1 ob-
serve that the Chinese deputies, on the occasion of our intreduction to the
Seredaw or high priest of the Birman empire, prostrated themselves before
him, and afterwards adored an image of Gaudma with more religious fer-
vour than mere politeness, or acquiescence in the customs of angther nation,
would have excited : the Bonzes also of China, like the Rhahaans of Ava,
wear yellow as the sacerdotal colour, and in many of their customs and
ceremonies there may be traced a striking similitude.

Whatever may be the antiquity of the worship of Boodh, the wide ex-
tent of its reception cannot be doubted. The most authentic writer+ on
the eastern peninsula calls the image of Gaudma, as worshipped by the
Siamese, Somona-codom : being unacquainted with the language of Si;m.
which from so short a residence as four months, it was impossible he could

* Speaking of the Budz, or Seaka, of the Japanese, Kempfer says, * 1 have strong reasons
* to believe, both frony the affinity of the name, and the very nature of this religion; thar s
*¢ githor and Tounder is the very same person whom the Brumins call Budha, and believe to
“ be the essential spirit of Wishny, or their deity, who made hiis ninth appearance in the world
 pndes this name: the Peguers cill him Sananas Khutama"  Hist. Japan, Book 1V. ch. 6,

Treating on the introduction of Boodh into China, the same author says, ¢ About the
# year of Christ 518, one Danna; a great saint, and twenty-thind successor on the holy see
“% pf Seaka (Budha), came over inte China from Beitenseku, as the Jepanese writers explain
éeit, that is, from that part of the world which lies westward with reganl 1o Japan, and lsid,
* propesly spesking, the first firm foundation of the Budsdoism in that mighty empire.”
Book., IV, ch. 6. t Loubere.
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have acquired, he conlounds two distinct words, Somona, and Codom,
signifying Codom, or Gaudma, in his incamate state; the diflerence be-
tween the letters C and G may easily have arisen from the mode of pro-
nunciation in diaiimm{ countries; even in the Birman munner of utlening
the word, the distinction between these letters is nol very clear. The
Boodl of the Indians and the Birmans, is pronounced by the Siamese
Pooth, or Pood, by the vulgar, Poo; which, without any violeuce to pro-
bability, might be converted by the Chitigse into Foe;® the Tamulic ter-
mination em, as Mr. Chambers remarks, creates a striking resemblance
between Pooden and the Woden of the Goths ;, every person who has con-
versed with the natives of Indis knows thal Boodh is the Dies Mercurii,
the Wednesday, or Woden's day, of all Hindoos. Chronology, howeyer,
which must always be accepted as a suver guide to, truth, than inferences
drawn from the resemblance of words, and etymological reasoning, does
not, to my mind, sufliciently establish that Boodh and Woden were the
same. The period of the ninth incamation of Vishuu was leng ante-
cedent to the existence of the deibied hero of Scandinavia. Sir William
Jones determines the period when Boodh appeared on the carth 10 be
1014 years before the birth of Christ, Odin, or Woden, fourished
al a period not very distant from our Saviour, and was, according to
some, a cotemporary of Pompey and of Julius Gesar.  The author of the
Northern. Autiquities places him 70 years alter the Christian era.  Even
the Birman Gaudma, conformably to their account, must have lived
above 500 years belore Woden.  So immense & space can hardly be sup-
posed to have been overlooked : butif the supposition refers, not to thewar-

& M. Genrll ssseres that the Chinese admii, by their own accounts, that For, their cbiect
af worship, was originally brought from India.
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rior of the north, but to the original deity Odin, the 2uributes of the Litter
are as: widely apposed Lo those of Boodh, who was limsell only an jncar-
nation of Vishou, as the dutes are incongruous. The deity, whose doe-
trines were, mtroduced into Scandinavia, was a god nL.tarrnr, and his
votaries carried desolation and the sword throughout whole regions ; but
the Ninth Avatar® brought the peacelul olive, and came into the workl
for the sole purpose of preventing sanguinary acts. These apparent incon-
sistencies will naturally lead us to hesitate in acknowledging Boadh and
Woden to be the same person: their doctrines are opposite, and their eras
are widely remote.

Had that.distinguished genius,+ whose learping so lately illumined the
Eust, been longer spared lor the instruction and delight of mankind, he
would probably have eluciduted this obscurity, and have removed the dusky
veil that siill hangs over the religious legends of antiquity. The subject,?
as it now stands, affords an ample ficld for indulging in pleasing theories,
and funcitul speculations;, and as the probability increases of being able
to trace all forms of divine worship to one sacred and primeval source,
the inguiry in proportion becomes more interesting, and awakens 2 brain
of serious ideas o a reflecting mind.

It would be 2s unsatisfactory as tedions, 1o attempt leading my reader
through the mazes of mythological fable, and exiravaganmt allegory, in
which the Hindoo religion, both Braminical and Boodhic, is eaveloped

* Sce the sccount of the Ninth Avarar, by the Rev. Mr. Matrice, in his Hisory of Hin-
dostan, Vob. Tl Par 3. t 1 need hardly observe that 1 mean Sie Willlun Junes.

1 General Vallancey, 3o ju:ﬂly celebrated for his knowledgs of the amiguitics of his
country, has expressed s perfect convietion that the Hindods have heess. [ Brirain sad in

Ireland. Sce Major Ouzeley's Ordental Cellection, Vol. IT.  Much ateention is certainly
slue so such respectable authotity,
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and obscured ; it may be sufficient to observe; that the Birmans believe in
the Metempsychosis, and that, after having undérgonea cértain number of
transinigrations, their souls will at last cither be received into their
Olympus o the mountain Meru,® or be sent to sulfer torments in a place
of divine punishments. Mercy they hold to be the fisst attribute of the
divinity: ** Reverence be to thee, O God, in the lorm of Mercy;" and they
worship God by extending merey unto all lus creatures.

The luws of d:c_ﬂhnans.. like their religiony are Hindoo | in fact there
is o separating their laws from their religion: divine authority revealed
to Menu the sacred principles in a hundred thousand slocas, or verses;
Menu promulgated the code; numerous commentaries + on Menu were com-
pased by the Munis, or old philosophers, whose treatises coustitute the
Dherma Sastra, or body of law.

The Birmans generally call their code Derma Sath, or Sastra; it is one
among, the many commentaries on Menu: [ was so fortunate as to pro-
cure a translation of the most remarkible passages, which were rendered
into Latin by Padre Vincentius Sangermano, and, to my great surprise, [
foun it to correspond closely with a Persian version of the Arracan code.
which is now in my possession- From the inquiries, to which this circun-
stance gave rise, I leamed that the Jaws, as well as the religion of the

* Mem properly denotes the pole, and, according to the learned Captain Wilford, itis the
celestial narth pole of the Hindoos; round which they place the ganden of Indra, and destribe
it as the eeat of delights.

! The cale of Gentao laws, transtated by Mr, Halhed, | am informed, 4 3 compilution
from the diferent commentaries an Menu, who was “ the grandsen of Bramah, the firse of
treated beings," and whose work, a¢ translated by Sir William Jones, is the ground of 21
Hindoo jurisprudence.
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Birmans, hiad lound theirway into the Ava country from Arracan, and came
originally from Geylon.* The Birman system of jurisprudence is replete
with sound morality, and, itnmy opinion,is distinguished above any other
Hindoo commentary for perspicuity and good sense; it provides specili-
cally for almost every species of crime’ that can be committed, and odds
a copious chapter of precedents, and decisions 1o guide the inexperienced,
in cases where there is doubt and difficulty. Trial by ordeal and impreca-
tion are the only absurd passages o the book § but on the subject of women
it is, to:an: European, olfensively indecenty like the immortal Menu, it
tells the prince and the magistrale their duty, in language austere, manly,
and energetic; and the exhortation at the close is at once noble and
pious; the following extracts will serve as a specimen

“ A country may be said to resemble milk, in which oppression is like
“ to water; when water is mingled with milk, its sweetness immediately
* vanishes ; in the same manner oppression destroys & fair and fourishing
*eountry. The voyal Surkaub & will only inhabit the clearest streams so
" a prince can never prosper in a distructed empive; By drinking pure
“ milk the body is strengthened and the palate is gratified, but when
“ mingled with water, plessure no longer is found, and the spriogs of
** health gradually decline.

, ® As an incontestible proof that the Birmans acknowledge the superior antiquity of the
Cingaleze, and the reception of their religion and laws from that quarter, the King of Ava
bat sent, within thes fow years, at separatz 1imes, 1wo mestengen, persons of leaming and
respectability, to Ceylon, to procure the original books on which their tenets are founded ;
and, in one jnstance, the Hieman minister made un officisl application 1o the Governor-Cie-
neral of Tudis; 1o protect and assist-the person charged with the commission.

t Bittern. This is a Persian term, eeed by the Mahomedan transtator,
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“ A wise prince resembles a sharp sword; which at a single stroke cuts
“ through a pillar with ‘such: keenness that the Rabrie still remsting -
« shaken; with equal keenness his discernment will penetrute advice:

“ A wise prince is deur 10 his people, 3s the physician is to the sick
“* man, as light to those that are in darkness, as unexpected sight o the
¢ eyes of the blind; as s the fll moon on » wintery night, and milkto
« theinfant from the breast of his mother.”

The commentator then proceeds to denounce Imnﬂndoﬁ.l‘ Jjudgments.
against un oppressive prince :m:l -a-corrupt judge; the latter is thus curi-
ausly menaced

 The punishment of his crimes, who judges iniquitously, and. decides
* falsely, shall be greater than though he had shain one thousand womes,
“ one hundred priests, or one thousand horses.”

The book concludes as lollows

% Thus baye the learned spoken; and thus: have the wise decreed, that
* litigation may caise among men, and contention be banished the land ;
“and lenall magistrtes and judges expound the Laws, as they are herein
v writtens and to the extent of their understanding, and aceording o the
“ dictates ol theirconscience, pronounce judgment agrecably to the tenor
* of this book: fet the wellare of their country, and the benelit of theiv
 Tellow-creatures, be their continual swdy, and the sole object of tlieir
" attention ; let them ever be mindful of ihe supreme dignity of the Rou~
¢ {ah* and the Bramins, and pay them that reverence which is due to
“ their sitcred characters: let them observe becoming respeet towards all
* men, and they shall shield the weak from oppression, support the help-
“ less, and, in particulsr cases, mitigate ilie sevetily of avenging justice.

* The Arracan niame for' Rlahaan,
Rr
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s [t shall be the duty of a prince, und the magistrates of a prince, wisely
“ 1o regulate the intermal police uf the empire; to assist and befriend the
i« peasants, mevchants, farmers, and those who follow trades, that they
“ may daily increase in worldly wealth and happiness; '~the;r~:lnur1m-:
o all works of charity, encourage the opulent to elleve the. poor, and
v liberally cotitribute to pious and lwdable purposes :and whatsoever
 good works shall be promoted by their influence and example, whatsoever
v shall be given in charity; and whatsoever bemefit shall accrue to mankind
“ fram their endeavours, it shall all be préservad i the records of heaven,
« one-sixth part of which, though the deeds be the deeds of others, yot shall
it be aseribed unto them; and at the last day, ut the solemn and aswhil
“ hour of judgment, the recording spirit shall produce them, inscribed on
o the adamantine tablet of luman actions.  But, on the other hand, il the
» prosperity of the mition be neglected, il justice be sulfered to.lie- dor-
« mant, il tuswlts arise; and robberics ure committed, il’ raping and foul
‘assassindtion stalk along the plains, all crimes that shall be thus perpe-
 trated thirouigh their remissness, one-sixtl part shall be brought to their
« aceount, and fall with weighty vengeance on their heads; the dreadful
v consequences of which surpass the power of tongue to ulter, or ol pen
St express.”

Luws, thus dictated by veligion, ure, | believe, in general, conscientiously
administered. The criminal jurisprudence of the Birmans is lenient m par-
teitlar cases, but rigorous in others 1 whoever s Jound gullty oF an undue
assumption of power, or of uny crime that indicates o tressopable intent,
¢ punished by the severest tortures. The lirst commission of theil does
not incur the penalty of death, unless the smount stolen be above 500
Xit, or tackal, ubout L£100. or attended with circumstances of atmdcity,
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such a3 murder, or mutilation: In the former case the culprit has 3 round
mark imprinted on each cheek by gunpowder and punctuation, and on
his Liréast the word thiel, with the apticle stolen; for the second offence
bie is deptived of an arm, but the third inevitably produces capital prnish-
ment: decapitation is the mode by which eriminals suffer, in the perform-
ance of which the Birman executioners are exceedingly skilful,

The city of Ummérapoora is divided iwwo four distinct subondinate
jurisdictions, in each of which u Maywoon presides. This officér, who, in
the provinces, isa viceroy, in the Mli{ﬂﬂiﬁ:t:i:ﬁlblﬂ a mayor, and helds
o civil and criminal court of justice; in capital cases he transmiis:the evi-
dence ins writing, with his opinion, to the Lotoo, or grand chiamber ol con-
sultation, wliere the council of state assembles; the counell, after close
examinslion into the documents, reports upon them o the King, who
either pirdans the offender, or orders execution of the sentence: the May-
woo is obliged 1o attend in person, and sve dhie punishment carried into
effect;

Civil suits may be téusferred from the cousts of the Maywoons to the
Lotoo s this removal, however, is attended with a heavy expeoce. There
are vegular established lawyers, who conducl causes, and plead; eight
only are licensed to plead in the Lotoas Aliey are colled Ameendozaan
the wsail fee is five tackal, equal to sixteen shillings, but the government
has large peofits om all suits that ure brought into court,

There is wo conntry of the Fast -in which the voyal sstablishment is
arranged with more minute attention thin in the Bimmun court ; it is
splenidid withont being wasteful, and numerous. without confusions the
most distinguished members, when Dwas at the capital, were : the Sovergign,
fiis principal queen, entitled Nundoly Praw, by whom he has no sons ; Liis
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second wife, Myuek Nandoly, by whom he hastwosons 3 the Engy Teckein,'
or Prince Royal, and Pée Teekien, or Prince of Prome. The princes of
Tongho, Bassien, and Pagahm, are by lavourite concubines. Meedah Praw
is 4 prinicess of high dignity, and mothier of the chiel queen. The prince
royal is married; and has a son and two dauglters, all young; the san
takes precedence of his uncles, the crown descending o the male licirs
it a divect line.  These were the principal personages of the Birman
rayal family.

Next in rank:10-the princes of the blood royil arc the Woongees,# or
chiel ministers of state. The estublished mmbnr is four, but the place of
one has long been vucant: these form the great ruling council of the
nation'; they sit in the Lotoo, or imperial hall of consuliation, every day,
except on the Birman sabbath, from twelve till three or four o'clock; or
Liter, s there happens (o be business ; they issug mandites to the May-
woons, of viceroys of the different provinees; they control every depart-
ment of the state, and, in fact; govemn the empire; subject always to the
pleasiire of the King, whose will is absolute, and power undelined.

To assistin the administration of alfairs, four officers; called Woendocks,
are associated with the Woongees, but of far inferior anihority; theysit in
the Lotoo, in'a deliberutive eapacity, having no vote ;. they give their opi-
nivns, and miy record (heir dissent from any méasure that is proposed,
but the Woungees decide: the Woondocks, however, are frequently em-
ployed to carry into execution business of great public importance,

Four Autawoons, or ministers of (e Interiof, possess 2 degree of in-

* Often called Engy Praw,
+ Woon signifies burthen ; the compound wosd implics; Bearer of the Great Burthen.
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flucnce that sometintes counteracts with success the views and wishes of |
the Woongees; these the King selects 1o be his privy counsellors; from
their talents, and the opinion he entertiing of their integrity: they have
access (o him ot all times ; a privilige which the principal Woonges docs
not :n}oy.

There are four chiel seereturies, called Sere-dogees, wha have numerous
writers, 61 inferior Serces, under thens.

Four Nachaangee sit in the Lotoo, tuke notes, and report whatever is

-

transacted.

Four Sandobgaan regulute all ceremoniuls, introduce strangers of rank
into the royal presence; and ure the bearers of messages from the council
ol state o the King. .

T here dre nine Sandozains, or readers, whose business it is to read ull
official writings, petitions, k. Every document, in which the public is
concerned, or that is hrought before the council in the Lotoo, is reud aloud.

The four Maywoons, ulready mentioned, averestricted to the magisterial
EupﬂThIlmﬂﬁBC_-ﬁ' of their respective quariers of the ity 5 they have nothing
further 16 do with the Lotoo, ian 0 obey the commands they receivs
from thence.

The Assaywoon, or paymaster-geneial, is also an nificer of high impor-
wnces the place is at present held by onc of the Waoongees, who s called
Assay Woongee. |

Thete are severa) other officers of distinction, who bear no ostensible
share in the administration of public affiirs, such as the Baywoou, or
King's armour-bearer ; the Chaingeesoon, or master of the elephants;
also the Woons of the Queen’s household, and that of the prince royal.
Each of the junior princes has a distinet establishment. |
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In the Birman governmenl there are 1o hereditary dignities or employ-
ments; all honouss and offices, on the demise of e possessor, revert to
the crown.

The tsaloe, or chais, is. the badge ol the order of nobility, of which
there are d.tﬂbmul, degrees, distinguished by, the numbee of strings, or
small chains, that compose the ornament; these strings are fastened by
bosses where they unite: three of open. chain work is the lowest rank ;
three of neatly. twisted wire is the next ;. then of six, of nine, and of twelve;
%o subject is ever honoured with a higher degree than Ht’d\'t; the King
aloue wears fwenty-four.

It has already been poticedd, tlun almost every article of use, as well as
ornament, particularly in their dress, indicates the rank of the owner s the
shiape of thw beetle-bos, which is carried by an atiendant afier 3 Birmas of
distinction whotwir he goes, his. earrings, cap of coremony, horse fur-
niture, even the wetal of which bis spitting-pot and drinking-cup are made
(which. if of gold; depate him 1o be 3 wman of bigh consideration), all are
indicative of the gradations of society ;- and woe beunio Jim that assumes
the insignia of a degree which is ot his legitimate right.

The court dress of the Birmay nobility is very becoming i it consists of
a Jong robe either of Howered sitin ar velvet, rezehing 1o the anklés. swith
an apen collar and Ioose sleeves: over this there s a setf, or Howing
mantle, that bhangs fom the shonlders, and an their heads ihey. wear
high caps made of velvet, either plain, or of silk enmbroidered with Howers
of gald, according (o the rank of the wearer. Eur-vings are u part of mule
dress; persons of condition use tubes of gold about three inclies long, anl
as thick as'a large quill, which expunds at one end like the mouth of a
speaking-trumpel : others wear o heavy mass of gold beaten into.x plate.
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and rolled up ;s this lump of metal forms a large orifice in the lobe of the ¢ar,
and drags it down by the weight to the extent sometimes of two unches.
I'hie women likewise have their distinguishing paraphemalia 5 their hoir is
tied i w buncl on he top of the bead, and bound round with a fillet, the
embyoidery and omaments of which express their respective ranks; 2 short
shif reaches to the pit of the stomach, is dritwn tight by strings, and sup-
ports the breasts; over that is 2 lnose jucket with close sleeves ; round
their waist they 1oll = long piece of silk, or cloth, which, reaching to their
feet, and sometimes trailing on the ground, eucircles them twice, and isthen
tucked in. 'When wmneu of condition o ibrowd, they puL on a silk sash,
resembling & long shawl, which' crosses their bosom, and is thrown over
the shoulders, gmcéftiﬂ)’ flowing on each side. The lowest cluss of
females ofter weur only a single garment, in the form ol 2 shieet, which,
writpped rousd the body, and tucked in under the arm, Crosses their
breasts, which it scarcely conceals, and descends (o their ‘ankles 3 thus,
when they walk, the bottom of the cloth, where it overlaps, i3 necessarily
opened by the protrusion of the leg, and displuys to 2 side view 25 high as
the middle of the thigh; suchan exposure, in the opition of i Furopean,
bears an indecent appearance: although it exciles wo such iden in them-
selves. There is anidle snd disgusting story related by some. writers, re-
specting the origin of this fashion, which, being whally unfsunded, does
not deserve rcpculmn it has been the established nutinmal mode of
dress from time m:memnrml, and every womnn, when walking, must shew
meeat part O bet leg, us whiat may be called (heir petlicoat is alwiy's open
in front, instead of buing closed by u suam,

Women. in full dress, stain the pitlins of their hands, and theirnails of a
red colour, for whicli they use ayegetable juice, snd strew on their husoms

.."‘M
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powder of sandal wood, or o bark called Suntieka, with whiclh some rub
thair faces. Both men and women tinge the edges ol their eyelids, wnd
their teeth with black ; this latter operation gives to their mouths u very
unscemly appearance in the eyes of an European, which is not dimi-
uishied by tleir being congtantly filled with bLeetle leal. Meu of rank

wear, in common dress, u tight coal. mlh I ng slesyes made o '=Mtﬁﬁm or
of extremely fine nankin, wiieh ctired i the coun “'}’v also. &
silk Wm elnsy are usually naked
1o the muldlc bt an browd

cloth is highly prized.

The Birmans in their features bearia ma’m-‘l o i
than 1o the natives of Hindossan: ‘The womes, 1t the northern
part of the empire, are fairer than Hindoo I't:ngl::a1 but :w! 50 delicately
lormned 5 they are, however, well made, and in general inclined to corpulence s
their Jair is black, course, and long. The men are not @l i stature, but
active and athletic; they luve n very vouthful appeamm,fmm the cus-
rom of plucking tieiebeands instead of using the mazor: they taoo tieir

thighs ;rpmuﬁ} varibus Lntastic shapiés an M%luch they
believe ape ‘a cliafin nguinsi. dm%&pﬂ“m& Neither
ke woen nor women are 56 cleanly mm as: the Hindoos of
India, amang whom diurnal abluum is @ religious as well as 2 moral
duty. Girls are taught at an early age 1o turn their arms in such & man-
ner as 1o make them appear distorted : when the arm isextended tle
elbow is inverted, the inside of the joint being protrsded, and the exteral
part bending inwards; from this cavse the pendent amm in the ]-jlmtex
scems @5 though it were broken; the representation is neverilicless .'pcr*
fectly Rithfal.
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Marriages among the Birmans are not contracted until the parties attuin
the age of puberty : the contract is. purely civily the ecclesiastical juris-
diction hiving nothing to do with it. The Law prohibits polygamy, and re
cognizes bt one wife, who is denominated Micts concubinage, however,
s admitted to an unliimited extent. A man may repudiate Iis wile under
particular circumstunces. but the process is attentdled with 1 licavy expence.
Concubines, living in the same house with the legitimute wile,ave, by law,
obliged 10 perform menial services for her, and when she goes alroad they
attend her, bearing her wﬂﬁggml, beetle-box, Ein, kc. When a hus+
band dies, his concubines, il bound in servitude 1o him, become the pro-
perty of the surviving widow, unless he shall have emancipated them by
a specific act, previons to his decease. Whén'a young man i desirous Lo
espouse 4 girl, his motlier, or nearest femule relation, first makes the pro-
posal in private: il the snit be well received, a purty of his friends proceed
to the house of the parents of the maiden, with whom they adjust the dotal
portion. On the morming of the bridal day the bridegroom sends w the
Indy three loongees, of lower garments, three tubbecks, or sashes, and
tliree pieces of white muslin; such jewels also, ear-rings, and brucelels, s
fiis cireumstances will admitz a-feast is prepared by the parents of the
bride, und formal writings are exeouted the new-mirried couple gat ont
of the same dish, the lridegroom presents the bride with some lepack, or
pickled tea, which she accepts. and retamns the compliment ; thus eads the
ceremony, without-any of that subsequent riot™ and resistance on the part
of the young lidy and her femile friends, with whicl the Sumatrizn dam-
swls oppose the privileses of an ardent bridegroom.

When o man dies intestate, three-fourths ol his property go (o his

* Sae Marsden's Account of Sumatm, page i;n;.
s
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children born in wedlbck, but not in equal proportions, and one-fourth
to the widow, who is the guardian both of the property and the children,
until the latter attuin the age of matarity. A Birman funeral is solem-
nizéd witlh much religious parade, and externul demonstration of gricf; the
corpse is carried on u bier, on men's shoulders; the procession noves
slowly s the relitions attend in wmourning, and women, hired for the ocea
sion, precede thie body, and chant a dirge-like air. The Birmans burn
their dead, unless the ‘deceased is a pauper, in which case he is either
buried or cast into the river, as the ceremony ol buming is very ex-
pensive. The bier is placed on a luneral pile six or eight feet high,
made of billets of dried wood, laid noross, with intervals to admit a circu-
lation of air, and increase the Hame. The Rhahaans walk round the pile,
re¢iting prayers to Ghudma, until the fre reaches the body, when the
whole is quickly reduced 1o ashes: the bones are allerwards gathered and
deposited in a grave. Persons ol high distinction, such as the Seredayy,
or chief ecclesiastic of & province. a Maywoan, a Woongee, or 2 member
ofthe royal Family, are embilmed, and their vemaing preserved six weeks
or two montlis afier decease, belore they are commitied to the funeral pile:
during this period the body is laid in state in some kioum or religious
building, but at the capital it is placed in 4 sacred saloon, beautifully or-
namented with gilding, and exclusively appropriated to that pious pur-
pose. I was told that honeyis the principal mgredient made use of (o pre-
serve the body from putrefaction.

Of the population of the Birman dominions I could only form a conclit-
sion, from the information I received of the pumber of cities, tawns, and
villages, in the empire; these, T was ussured by a person who miglit be
supposed 1o Enow, and hadne motive to deceive me, amount to eight
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thowsand, tiot including the recent addition of Arracan. I tlus lie true,
_swhicls I have no reason to doubt, and we suppose each towa, on an ave:
rage, to contam three hundred houses, und each bouse six persons, the
result will determine the population at fourteen millions. Jour Jundred
thousand, Fey of the inhabitants live in splitary habitations; they mosily
form Lhcmsﬁhi:i into small societies, and their dwellings thus collected
compose their Ruas, or villages; if, thersfore; we reckon their numbers,
including Arracan, @i seventeen millions. the calcubition may not be
widely erroncous; I believe it rather falls short of than exceeds the
rruth. After all; however, it is mere conjecture, as [ have no better data for
my guidance than what bas been related.

With regard o the revenue of the Birmau state, I couless mysell o be
swithout the means of foping even a rude estimate of the amount. Accord-
ing to the sacred luw in the chapter which rreals of the duties of & mo-
narely; Dhasameda,” or 2 tentl of all produce, is the proportion which is to
be exacted as the authorized due of the government 3 and one-tenth is the
amount of the King's duty on all [oreign goods imporied into his dami-
nions. The revenue arising from the customs on imports, and from inter-
nal produce, is mostly taken in kind, a soiall part of which is converted
into cash, the rest is distributed, as yeceived, in ltew of salaries, to the
various dependants of the court. Princes of the blood, high officers of
state, and provingial governors, receive grants of provinces, cities, vil-
lages, and larms, to support their dignity, and as-a remuneration of their
services: -the rents of these assignments they collect for their own henehit.
Money, except ofi pressing emergency, is never disbursed from the royal
colferss 1o oneman the fees of an office are alloved ; to another & station

* Sce Appendix.
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whete certain imposts are collected ; a third has land ; each in proportion
to the importance of his respective employment; by these donations,
they are not only bound in their own personal servitude, but likewise in
that of all their dependants ; they are called slaves of the King, and in
turn their vassals are denominated slaves to them § the condition al' these
grants include also services of war, as well as the duties of office. Thus the
Birman government exhibits almost a faithlul picture of Eurepe in the
darker aves, when, on the decline of the Roman empire, the principles-of
feodal dependanee were established by barbariasis from the north.

Althoughit scems difficult, and perhapsimpassible; under such a systens,
to ascertain, m any standard cunvency. the amount of the royal revenue,
yet the riches which the Birman monateh is said to possess are immense,
2 supposition that may readily be admitted, when it is considered ilm
a very small shiare of what enters his exchequey, returns into citcula
tion.  The hoardinig of monky is  favourite maxim of oriental state policy 5
an castern potentate cannot be brought to comprehend that (he diffusion
ol propesty ameng his subjects is a surer source of wealtl to himself; and
al security to his throne, than the possession ol Lydian treasures, locked
up i vaults; and concealed in seevel recesses, contrived by sordid avarice
and foolish. eurming.
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CHAPTER XIV.

Military Establiskment—Infaniry—Cassay Cavalry—Arlificers—IVar-
boats—Gunpowder long known—WWeapons —Food— Climale— Soil —
Produce — Minerals — precious Slones — Conunerce — Currency —

Women—fvrocious in FWar—Beggars unknown.—Animals—Division
of Time— Music—Language—Exlent of the Empire—Rivers.

T iz Birmans may be denominated a mation of soldiess, every man in
the kingdom being lisble to be callsd upott for his military services ; and
war is deemed (e mos! honourable occupation; the regular military
estublishment of the Birmans is nevertheless very inconsiderable, not
exceeding the numbers of which the rayal guardIs composed, and such as
ite riecessary to preserve the police of the capital. When an army is to be
ratsed, 7 mumdate Issues from the golden palace, to 4ll vicemys ol pro-
vinces, and Miougees of distritts, requiring a eertain number of meti (o be
at a general rendezvous, on an appointed day, under command, sometimes of
the vieeroy himsell, but oftener thut of an inferior officer : the levyis pro-
portioned to the population of the provinee, or district, estimated from the
number of registered houses it conialns. The provincial court determines
e burthen which each house is 1o bear; commonly every two, thiree, or
four louses are to furnish among them one recriiit, of to pay 300 tackal in
money, about £40. or £45. 1 this recruit is supplied with irms, ammu-
ditian, and, 1 believe, with a certain daily allawance of grain from govern~
ment, butis not entitled w pay, The fmilies of these conscripts are care-
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fully vetained in the district which they inhabit, as hostages lor the good cou-
duct of theirrelation. In cuse of desertion or treachery, the Imocent wife,
children, and parents of the guilty person, are dragged to execution without
the least remorse or pity : &ven cowardice subjects the Eimily of the delin-
quent to capitel punishnent, This barbarous law, which is rigorously en-
forced, must have u powerful effect in securing the allegiance of the troops,
and of impelling them to vigorous exertion, and it is: perhaps, the only
sure mody of inciting to énterprises of danger, men who are not actuated
by any innate sense of honour, and who do not feel any national pride,
Infantry and cavalry compose the regular guards of the king: the for-
mer are armed with muskets and sabies, the latter are provided with 2
spear about seven or ejght feet long, whicl they manage an borseback with
great &t:xtnrity. s¢ldom mgu.'t'n"l;l& ar mak;ng_;useqf any other weapon, The
infantry are not uniformly clothed:; 1 heard various accounts of their
uumbefs 700 do constant duty within the precinels, and at the several gates
ol the palace: T think that on the day of my public reception, 1 saw sbout
2000, and have no doubt but all the troops in the city were paraded on that
occasion. Lwas told that there were only 300 cavalry in Ummerapoora, but
tliut 2000 were scuttered, in small titlmlnncnla. throughout the neighbour-
ing districts. All the troopers in the king's service are natives of Cassay,
who are much better horsemen than the Birmans. Mr. Wood, who saw
some of them at exercise, informed me that they nearly resembiled those
he hiad mer with in Assam; they ride, like ull orientals; with short stirrups
and a doose wins their suddle is hard and high, and two large circulur
Raps of stroog leather hang down on cach side, painted or gilded, accord-
g to the guality ol the rider. Their dress isnot unbecoming ; they wrar
a tight coat, with skirts reaching down to the middle of the thigh, and on
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their head & turban of cloth, hasd volled und plaited, that forms:a high
cone, which bends backward in a graceful manner. The breed of horses
in Ava aresmall, butvery hardy and m:mre. contrary (o the practice of
other eastem countries, they castrate (heir horses, and are thus enibled to
‘maintain themgwith Liltle trouble and expence, und can also turn a number
loose in- @ field together, without any risk of their injuring one another.
Horses are frequently exported in timber ships bound for Madras, and
other patts of the coast, where they arc disposed nl' to considerable ad-
vantage. . |

The government of Ava is extremely attentive to provide, in times of
peace, for the contingencies of war; thie royal magarines, [ was told, could
fiwnish 20,000 Arelocks, which, if they rescmbled the specimens 1 saw,
cannot bevery formidable; these have been nnpcrrl:d ad different periods,
into ihe country, by ships trading to Rangoon and other parts of the cm-
pire, und are either of French manufacture, or condemned muskets lrom
the English arsenals in India. The Birmans are very fond of their arms,
af which they take great care; their gunsmiths, who are all natives ol
Cassay, keep them it repuir, but they are in general 50 bad as to be out
of the power of ar, to render them serviceable. Isaw a lolerably good
fowling piece, which they said was entirely the work of a Gassay artifi-
cery this; however; was allowed 1o be an extraordintry effort of genius;
the person who shewed it to/me, presénted me, at the same time, with 2
bamboo, which threw out a shiort spear of iron by means of 4 springs it
was executed by the maker of the gun, and seemed {o be formed after 2
model of an English walking stick, that contuined 4 concealed spike; the
imitation evinced much ingenuity, dlthough te workmanship was coarse,
and the iron badly polished.
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By far the most respectuble part of the Birman military foroe is their
establishment of war-boats. Every town of note; in the vicinity of the river,
i3 obliged to Rurnish a certain mumber of men, and one or more buats, in
proportion to the magnitude of the plice. 1 was informed that the kiirg
can command, a1 & very short notice, 500 of these vessels:, they are con-
structed out of the solid trunk of the teak tree, which is excavated partly
by fire, and partly by cutting: the largest are from eighty to one hundred
fect long, but the breadtl seldom exceeds cight fect, and even this space
is produced by urtificially extending the sides after the trunk has been
hollowed.  They carry from fifty to sixty rowers, who nse short oars Uhat
work on a spindle; the prow is solid, and hias a flat surfice, on which, when
they go o war, a piece ol urdnance is monnted, six, 4 nine, or even a
twelve poinder: the gun camiage is secured by lashings 1o strong bults
on each side, aud swivels are frequently fixed on ‘the curvature of ithe
sterm.

The rowers are severally provided with a sword mid a lanee, which are
placed by his side whilst be plies the oars. Besides the bowtmen, there
are usually thirty soldiers on board, who &re srmed with muskets: thiis
prepared, thoy go in Heets 10 meet the foe, and, when in'sight, draw up in
o line, presenting their prows to the enemy, Their attack is extremely im-
petuous; they advance with great rapidity, and sing a war-song, al once
to encowrage their people, daunt theiy adversaries, and regulate the strokes
of thein oars; they generlly endeavour fo grapple, -and when thit is of:
fected, the action becomes very severe, as these people are ‘endued with
great courage, strength, and activity. Ii times of peace they are fond of
exercising in their-boats, und I have olien been entertained with the dex-
terity: they display in the management of them.  The ves<els being Jow in
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the water, their greatest danger is that of being run down by a lasger boat
striking on their broadside, 2 misfortune which the steersman is-taught to
dread, and to avoid, above all others: 1t is surprising to see the facility
with which they steer, and ‘elidle eacly other. in: their: mock combats, The
rewers are also practised (o row backwards, and #mpel the vesselwitle the
stetn foremosty this is the -mode of vetreat, by means of which the artil-
Jery still bears apaon thein oppotieut. The lnrgest of the war-boats do not
draw mote than three fedt water. When a person of rank is-0n board, there
is u sort of moving tile or canopy, for his pasticlir scesmmodation, places
sometimes in the eentre, and sometimes ot the prow. The sides of the bods
ave cither giltas far as the water's edge, or plain, according (o the rank ol
the person it carries.  Gilded soats are: only permitted to princes of the
blood, or to pessons holding the highest stutians, such as u Mayweon of
a provinee, and & minister of state,
1t is by no means improbable that the use of gunpowder was well known
in India before its effectsgere discovered in the wests yet there is not
any reason 1o believe that the. natives of Ava applied itto the purpose ol
musquetry, till Buropeans instrucied them in the st. Accordiog to lo-
dian accounts, cannon were [abricated in the cast long before the eraof
European conquest; their artillery, however, was not capable of being
transported with fucility; or at all used ip the fiedd:  they were nmleo{
iron bars beaten into a cylindrical form, rudely put togethier, bul of great
strength, and engrmous weight, from which, wien raised on & rampart or
tower, they threw buge stones Lo aunoy (he enemy. The musquet was first
introduced into the Pegue and Ayt countrics by the Portuguese, and is an
implement of war which the inhiabitants ariwisely prefer 1o their gwn native
weapons, the spear and sabre, a partinkity that is highly prejudicial to them:
T
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selves, for nothing can be less formiduble than such hive avmy a5 iliey pos-
sess, or have the means of procuring. The proper indigenous weapons of
the country are the spesr, the javelin, which is thrown from the hand, the
cross-bow, and the sabrei the latter is used by the Birmans not only as
an implement of war, but is likewise upplied to yarious purposes as an
instrument of manual labour: with this the peasant fells trees, shapes tim-
bers, cuts bamboos, or defends himsell against an enemy, and wild beasts 5
he never travels without it, and genenlly, when on a journey, casries a
sliield on his left am: they eacumber themselves with less baggage than
pl:ri:la!}a any other people; and mmlﬁﬁﬁd with & scanty portion of the
hardest fire.

In their food the Birmaus, compared with the Indians, are gross and
uncleanly. Although their religion forbids the slaughter of animals in
general, yet they apply the interdiction ouly to those that are domes
ticated; all game is-#agerl-y sought after, and in many places it is
publicly sold; reptiles also, such as ﬁmrd;.;uanﬂs,znd snakes, comsti-
tuie apart of the subsistence of the lower classes. During our voyage
up the siver, the boatmen, afler we had brought to, used hequently ta
tunt for camelions and lizards smong the thickets. They are extremely
fond of vegetables; at these places where garden greens were not to be
procured, they gathered wild sorrel, and sometimes substituted the tender
leaves ol irees; these, boiled with rice, und moistened with a livle oil, or sea-
soned with gnapee, or pickled sprat, compose a meat with which o Birman
peasunt or boatman is satisfied; the higher ranks, however, live with
more delicacy, although their fave is never very sumptuous,.

The climate of every part of the Birman empire, which I have visiced,
bore testimony to its salubrity, by the best possible criterion, the
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appearance and vigour of the natives. “The seasons are regular, and the
extremes of heat -and cold are seldoni experienced; at least the duration ol
(it intesise heat; which immediately precedes the commencement of the
rainy season, is so short, that it incommodes but for 3 very lietle time.
During -our residence in the country we lost only one man by discase :
ahothier met an-accidental deathis in wandering through the woods he be-
came tie prey of a tiger”

The soil of the southern provinces of the Birma erpire is remarkably
fertile, st produces as hocuriant crops of tice as are:to be found  in the
finest parts of Bengal,  Fasther northward the country becomes irregular
and mountaineuss but the plains and vallies, pnni_mla'rly near the rives,
arée exceedingly fruitful; they yield good wheat, and the various kinds ol
small grain which grow inHindostan; a3 likewise legumes, and most ol the
esculent vegetubles of India. Sugar canes, tobscco ol a superior quality,
indigo, cotton, and the diffbrent tropical fruits, fa perfection, dre all indi-
genpus products of this favoured Jand.

Besiiles the teak tree, which grows in many parts of the Birman empire,
45 well to thie north of Umimerapoora, as i1 the southery country, there is
almost every description of limber thatds known in lndie. Dr. Buchanan,
in ane of his afternoon excarsions, perceived alarge log of fir, which, liis
attendant iriformed Himt, hid been washed down by the torrents from a
mouniainoas part of the country, four days journey sartyard of the capi-
tal, whete it grows in abundance; and of cosiderable magnitude 1 the
natives call i:'T;:nyn*. they extract the turpentine; whicl they turn lo use,
buc consider the wood of little value, .Pn:amunt of ity softress. 1F they
could e pirevailed upon to transportit to Rurigoon, it niight prove d benelicial

% This unformnate man belonged 1o the Sea-Horse.
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materizl to the mavigation of Indin: Top-gallant masts and yards made
of teak are thought (o be too beavy, European and Anserican spars are
often bought for these purposes at a very exorbitint price, an inconves
nience which the br of Ava, if conveyed w the market; would probably
ohviate..

The kingdom of Ava sbounds in minerals; six days journey from:
Bamoa, nesr the frontiers of China, there are mines of gold and silver,
called Badouem ;- there are also mines of gold, silver; rubies, and sapphives
at present-open on a mountain near the Keenduem, cilled Wooboloo-tan;
Lt the most valuuble, and those which produce the finest jewels, are in
the vicinity of the cupital, nearly opposite to° Keoum-meoum: Precions
stones are found in several other parts of the empire: The inferior mic
nerals, such as containiron, lin; lead, antimony, ysenic, sulphur, k. are mel
with in greal abundance; amber, of & cansistence unusually pure and pel-
lucid, is dug up in large quantitics near the river; gold, likewise, is. dis-
coverad in the sandy beds of streams which descend from the mountains. -
Between the Keenduem and the Irtawaddy, to the northward, there isa
small river called Shoe Licn Kioup, or the Stream of Golden Sand.

Diamonds and emeralds are not produced in uny pan of the Ava em:
pire, but it uffords amethysts, gamets, very beautiful chrysolites; jasper,
loadstone, and marble ; the quarrics of the latter are onl y & few miles from
Ummerapooras it is equitl in quality to the finest marble of Ttaly, and
admits of a polish that renders; it almost transparent,  Blocks of any size
that itdy possible to transport might be procured; bu the sale isprohibited;
nor is it allowed to be carried away without a special license. Images of
GCaudma being chiefly compaosed of this material, it s on that account held
sacred. Birmans may not purcliase the marhle in mass, but are suffered and
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indeed encouraged to buy higures of the deity ready made: Exp‘uﬂulioud
thein gods out of the kingdom i strictly forbidden. The city of Chagain
is the principal manufactory of these marble divinities. '
An extensivetrade is carried onbetween the-capital of the Birman domi-
pitns and Vugan io China. The peincipal article of export from Ava i
cotton, of which ¥ was informed there are two kitds, sne of a bLrown
colour, of which ninkeetis wre made, the sther white, like the cottomn: of
Indias 1did not see any of the former. This commaodity s transported
up the Trmwaddy. in large boats, 4s far 3s Bamoo, where it i bartered ut
thie common: jeg, of miri, withh Chinese merchants, and, conveyed by the
latter, parily by Land, aud partly by wiatet into the Chinese: dominions.
Amber, ivory, precious stanes, bectle aut; and the cdible nests brought
from the eastern Archipeligo, are also urticles of commerce: in retur, the
Birmans procure rw and wroaght silks, yvelvets, zold leaf, preserves,
papier, and some uicnsils of hardwate. ’
The commerce between the cpital and the southern parts of the empire
is fucilitated by the noble river that waters the eountry; itsprincipal objects
are thie necessaties of lifo: several thousand boals ure annually employed in
transporting rice from the lower provinces to suppiy-:ﬁmumpmm;md
the northern distticts § salt and gnapec may Jikewise be reckoned undes
the same bead. Articles of foreign lmpnmuun ure mostly conveyed up
the Irrawaddy ; a few are intreduced by wayof Arracan, and carried over
e mountains on. the heads of coolies, or Labouress 3 Enropean broad:
cloth, a small quantity. of hardware, course Bengal muslins, Gossembuzat
silk bundkerchiels, China ware, which will not admit of fand candinge; und
olass, are the principal commoditics. Cocon wuts 2lso, broughs from the
Nicabar Islands, where they are of uncommon extellence, are l_cmkﬂ-‘-

F
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upon as 2 delicacy, and bear « high price: merchants carry  down
silver, luc, precious stones, and some other articles, (o no greal amount.
A considerable sum of money is annually Tuid out at the capitul in the pur-
chiasé oF miible statues of Gandina, which are afl fibricated ut Chagnin,
upposite Awa-haung, or uncient Ava i they afe not permitted to be made
at any other place.

The Birmans, like the Chinese, bave no coin; silver in' bullior, and
lead, ure the current mouies of the country; weight and purity are, of
course, the standure of valoe, und in the ascertainment of both, t'hu natives
are exceedingly scrupualous and expert. Wit foreigners call a tackal,
properly kiat, is the mgst general pnp::: of silver in circulation ; it weighs
ten penny-weights ten grains and three-fourths = jts subdivisious are, the
tubbee, two of which make one mos: two moo one muth ; four math
one tackal, and one hundred tackal compose one viss, Money scales and
weights are all Tabricated at the capital, where they are stamped, and after-
wards circuluted throughout the empire ; the use ofany uthers is prohibited.

Rice is sold by a measure called Tayndaung, or basket; the weight is
sixteets viss, about Blty:six pounds, There are many subdivisions of mea-
surement. ‘The average price of rice ai the capital is one tackal, rather more
than half-a-crown, for a basket and a hall. A1 Rangood and Martaban ane
tackal will purchase four or hive baskets,

The bunkers, called by [orcigners Pymon, are likewise workers i silver,
and assayers of metal : this isa class of people very numervus, and indispen-
sably necessary, 15 no stranger cin undertike either o pay or receive money
withaut fuving it frst examined. Every merchant has a banker of this de-
scription, with whom he lodges all his cash, and who, for receiving dnd
pny:ug: gets an established commission ol one peg ent. 5 in considerution
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of which he is respansible for the quality of what goes thirough his hands;
and in no instnee did 1 ever hear of 2 breach of st commitied by one
of thicse bankers. The quantity of alloy varies iy (e silver current in dil-
ferent parts of the gmpire = at Ranguon it is adulterated twenty-five per
cent.-s 4t Ummerapoora, puie, oF what is called Howered silver, is most
common & ity this fatter all royal dues ave pald. The several modifications
are as follows

Rouni, o pure silver.

Rounika, 5 per cent. of nlloy-

Rounizee, 10 pex cent;

Rouassee, 20 per cent.

Moowadzoo, 25 per cent. .

Woombo, = 30 per cent.

Any person may have his silver cither purified or depreciated 1o what-
ever standard he chuses; the pearest silversmith will be glad to perform
the work, free from charge for liis lahour, as the bringer by the aﬁem}pq
must lose a trifle; which the artist gains: the small quantity of metal that
adheres to the crucible is lis profit. 1 was informed that the silversmith
can sell these crucibles alterwards to refiners for forty tackals = thousand,
and that an adequate gain accrues to the purchuser from the metal ex-
rracted from the pot after it is broken,

The Birman piecasares of length are, n Paul-gaut, of inch, eighteen of
which compose the Taim, or cubit.

The Saundayng, or royal cobit,” equal w tweaty-1Wo inches.

The Dha, or Bamboo, which consists el seven royal cubits; 1000 dha
make one - Birman league, or Dain, neatly equal to (Wo British miles and

'-Thhmﬁirm'namqru‘iugmthﬁwiuuhhmmhq =
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two furlongs 3 the league is ulso subdivided into tenths. The Birmans
keep their accounts in decimuls, after the manner of the Chinese.

It has alreadly been noticed, that the general disposition of the Birmans
is strikingly contrasted with that of the natives of India, from whom they
are separated only by & narmow range of mountains, in many. phm adl-
mitting of an casy inlercourse. Notwithstanding the small extent ol this
burrier, the physical difforence between the nations could scarcely Le
greater, lad they been situnted @t (he opposite extremities of the globe.
The Birmans are 2 lively, inquisitive race; active, irascible, and impatient 5
the character of their Bengal neighbours is.toa well krioww, as the reverse,
to nieed any-delineation ;. the wwworthy passion of jealousy, which prompts
most mations. of the east o immure their women within the walls. ol an
laram, and surronnd . them with guards, scems to have scarcely any in-
Mluence oyer Lhc minds of this extraordinary and more liberal people. Bir-
man wives :md disaghters are not concealed from the sight of men, and
are suffered o have as free intercourse with each other as the rules ol
European society admit; but in other respeets swomen have just redson 1o
complain of their treatment; they are midﬂ'f.'d as not belonging to the
same scile ol the creation as men, and even the faw stamps a degrading
distinction between the sexes; the evidence of a woman is not received
as of equal weight with that of 2 man, and a woman 15 not sullered 1o as-
cend the steps of a court of justice, but is;obliged to deliver her testimony
on the outside of the rool. The custom of selling their women to stran-
gers, which has belore been adverted to, is Eﬂﬁﬁll-ﬂll to the lowesticlasses
of society, and is perhaps oftener the consequence ol heavy pecunisry
embarrassment, than an act ol inclmation § it 1s not, however, considered

as shaeful, nor is the femaule dishonoured ; partly perhiaps from this ciuse,
L
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anid partly frony theic habits of education, women surrender themsclves the
victima of this barbarous custom with apparent resignation. It isalso said
that they are very seldom unfaithful to their forcign masters, indeed they
are often essentially useful; particilarly to those who trade, by keeping
{heir accounts and fransacting their business: bue when 2 man deparis
from the couniry, he is not sullered to carry his temporary wile along with
liim ; on'that pﬁin’l tlse law is exceedingly rigareus: every ship. before she
receives her ¢learance, 15 diligently searched by the vfficers of ihe custom-
House: even il their vigilance were 10 be elnded, the woman woirld be
quickly missed & and it would be soon discovered in what vessel she liad
gome, nor could that ship ever return o Birman port but under pa;ahy
of conliscation of the property, and e infliction of a heavy finc and im-
prisoument on the master: female children lse, born of 2 Binman mothet,
are 1ot sffered Lo be taken away. Men are pel:mill(.‘tl to cmigrate; but
they think that the expatriation of women would impoverish the state, by
diminishing the sources of its population.

Onie vice is usually the parent of another s the Birmans, lLeing exempt
from that of jealousy, do pot resort Lo the diabelical practice of emasculit-
ing male: children, to educate theny as spies oyver their wome- Chistity,
they know, is moye salely guardcfl'- by jrﬁhﬁplﬂt of honwur and attacliment
than by moats or casiles.  YWhett Arracan wis conquered by the Birmans,
severdl cunuchs were mide priseners, belonging to tlie prince of the coun-
try, who had adojhed thiat degencrate custom of Mahomedan grﬁwth.
These peaple are maintaived by the Birman monarch rather s metnorials
of his conquest; than for any services they are required (o perform.  lufi-
delity isnot n charaeteristic of Binmin wives; in general they ave (oo
much employnent (0 Jesve Teisure [0 the corruption of their minds. A

Un
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woman of the highest rank seldony sits i idleness at home; her fémale ser-
vants, like those of Grecian dames of antiquity, ply * the various Jaburs
of ilie loom:” whilst the mistress superintends and dirccts their industry.
On the occasion-of 4 formal visit 1o thie mother of the present Queen, we
olisérved in one of the galleries of her patace; three or four looms at work,
wrought by the damsels of her houschold. Weaving is chiiefly a funale
occupation. Most Birman familics make all the cotton and silk cloth that
is required for their domestic consumption.

The Birmans, in some paints of their disposition, display the ferocity
of barbarians, and in others, all the humanity and tenderness of polished
life: they inflict the most savage vengeance on their enémies; as invaders,
desolation miarks their track, for they spare neither sex nor age; but at
home they sssume a different character; there they manifest benevolence,
by extending aid to the infirm, the aged, and the sick: filial piety is incul-
cated as a sacred precept, and its duties ave refigiously observed. A com-
mon beggar is no where to be seen: every dividual is certain of receiving
sustinence, which, il he cannot procure by his own labour, is proyided
fisr him by others.

During the several excursions which we made into the country, we did
not perceive any of the feathered iribe that were peculiar to this part of
the world, or that were not to be met with in Tndia, the omithology of
which is already well kiown. The Henza, the symbol of the Birman na-
tion, as (lie eagle was of the Roman empire, is'a species of wild fowl, cilled
in India the Braminy goosci but the natives of Ava do not deify the
bird. OF the beasts of Ava, the ouly one I saw, with which I was unac-
quiainited, wis the ichneumon. or the rat of Pliaraoh, called by the natives
Ounbaii. It is a singular circumstance tltac there should not be'such an
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animal as the jackal in the Ava dominious, considering that they are

s numerows in the adjoining couniry. Pegue sbounds in elephants; for

though they are to be met with in pthes parts of the empire, that seems (o

be their Favourite abode. One of his Birman Majesty’s titles Is, Lord ofy
the White Elephant, and of ll the Elephants in the World.

The Birmuns divide their lime as Ipllows :.

The space i which the fuuger can be raised and depressed is called
charazis ten charazi make one pinani six pisan one bizana, (about a
minule). The day; of twenty-four hours, commencing at noot, is divided
ftite eight portions, or yeties, of three hours each; thus denominated :

Moon Yelleg, or noomn.

Loung Yeuee, 3 P. M.

Lay Yettee, & P.M.

Gnesh Yettee, 9P M.

Cueh Guek Yetiee, midnight.

Gueah Laghee Loung Yettee, 3 in the morning.
Mioh Ling Yettee, 6 A M.

Gueal Tek Yetiee, 9 A M.

These divisions of time are ascevtained by a machine, resembling the
liour-glass, and sometiines by @ perforated pan placed in a by of water:
they are smnounced by 3 \troke on an oblong drum, which is always kept
near the dwelling of the chicf magistrate of the city, town, oF yillige; it is
‘commonly raised on a high bamboo stage, with a roef of mats to protect it
from the weather.

The édifice #t the royal palace for the reception of this instrument is of
masonry, and very lofty, whetice the sound is said to be distinctly con-
veyed Lo the semotest exteines of the city.
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The Birman year is divided into twelve months, which, strictly speak-
ing, cannot be called synodical, although they comprehend the same
number of days. A revolution of the moon, in passing from one conjumnc-
dion with the sun to another, is performed in 29 days 12 hours and 44
minutes; but the Birman lunations consist ol 29 and 30 days, alternate,
which cuuses a difference between the Newionian and Birman lunar ac-
count of 8 hoirrs and 48 minutes.  The Birman months are as follow :

Tagoo contains - - - - 29
Kayoung . T 3 5 a0
Nay Young - - E—— 29
Wazoo - i Tk - - 30
Wagoung - i et e unes i N30
Toozelien - - = . - 30
Sandaing Guite - = oiE sy 20
TazoungMoang - - - - 30
Goadoh - - s = 29
e o sy e
Taboodway - =« - - - 29
Taboung . e - %0

364
In order to complete 2 solar revolution; they intercalate in every third
year a month of 30 duys, which is ealled Toodea Wazoa; in this third
year the months of Tagoo and Nuy Young have each 30 days instead of
29 ; they likewise suppress or pass over a day. which, if’ reckoned, wonld
either be the S1st Taboung or the Ist of Tagoo. by these means the
number of ditys in three solr years is thus computed ©
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Three lunar years, of 354 days each = . 1062
Intercaliry month in the third year - - = 50
Two intercalary days in Tagoo and Nay Young  * 2
Suppressed or pisﬁ over ut the end of the year - |

1095

This computation corresponds; in the numbey of days, with three years;
every fourth year however will occasion the difference of i day ou accoutit
of our bissextile or leap year; of this the Birmans are lully sensible, as well
as of many other defects i Wieir manner of teckoning : to remedy the cort-
fusion likely to ensue from such erroneous caleulations, their style or mide
has frequently been altered by arhbitrary authority, His present Birman
Majesty, however, is 50 desirous to asceriain and establish, by accurate
tables, a permunent and unvarying measurement of time, that he made
an application to the late Goverior General of India 'to send to his
capital a Bramin well versed In astronomy, (o assist the deliberations of
Liis council of professors, among whom his Majesty always presides i
persont, and he is said to be no inconsiderable proficient in the science of
astronomy.

The manner m which the Birman month is subdivided, 1 imagine, is
peculiar to their nation ; justead of reckoning the days progressively from
the commencement to the close of the month, they advance no farther than
the full moon, from whith they recede by retrogressive enumeration until
the menth is nished.

Thus the tew moon is called,

Lahzan terrait gaay, of first day ofithe increasing MOOR.
Lahzan gnerait guay, second day, kc..
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Lihzan loungrait guay, third day, k¢
Luhzan layrait gnay, Jourth day, &c.
Lahzan narait gnay, hlth day, ke
Lahzan kioukrait gnay, sixth duy, k.
Lahzan koourait guay, seventh.day, &c.
Lahzan sheaseddainrait gnay, eighth day, ke,
Lahzan karult goay, nunth day, e |
Lahsan sayrait goay, tenth-day, ke
Lalizan say terrait gnay, eleventh diy. fc.
Lahzan say-gnermait gnay, twellth day, ke.
Lahzan say soungrait gnay, thirteenth day, ke
Liahzan tassay sayrait gnay, fourteenth day, ke
Lah bee, fftcenth day, k.
Lah bee-goo terrait gnay, or the first day of the decreasing moon.
The seventeenth, cighm:mii, kc. correspond with the second and third
of the increasing moon, substituting Lali Bee-goo for Lahzan. The last
day of the month, whether of twenty-nine or thisty days, is calledd Lah
guay- :
The Birman manth is divided into four weeks of seven days-eachs the
days are distingnished by the following names :
Tamuing nuaye, Sunday, the first day of the Bivman weck,
Talain lnh, - Monday.
Aing gah, - Tuesduy.
Boodt-hoo, - Wednesday.
Keah-subbeday, Thursday.
Zoup keab, - Friday,
Supnay, -  Saturday.
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The eighth day of the increasing moon, the fifteenth or full moon, the
eighth of the decreasing moon, and the last day of themooe, ure religiously
observed, by Birmans as sacred festivals, Ow these bebdomadal holidays
no public business is iransacted. i (he Rlpom ; mercantile dealings are
suspended ; handicraft is forbiddens and the strictly pious take no suste-
nance between the rising and the seizing of the sur; but thiis luncer instance
ofiself-denial is not very commor, andl, s 1 understood, is ravely ptaclisa_i',
except it the metropolis, whete the appearance of sanceity is’ sometimes
Lesumed, as 2 ladder by which the cralty attempt to climb o promotion.
The Sovercign himséll s a greut favourer of the austerities of the Birman
religion; and his cliief minister, or Woongee, bas for many years on &
Birman sabbatl abstained from food 'so long as the suu conlinues above
the horizon,

The Birmas are extremely fond both of poetry and Tusics they call
e former Yeddoo when repedted by 2 scholar it Aows soft and measured;
to the gars it is somietimes in successive, and oftert in alternate rhimes,
A lie Is called Tageoung: 2 stanza, Tubbouk, They have epicas well
as religious poems of high celebrity, and they are fond of reciting in bevoie
rmambers the exploits of their Lings and generals. Twas infurmed thac the
prowess of Alompra is recorded in verses not unworthy ol & monarch.

Music is & science which is held in considérable estimation throughont
(e Birman empire, and is cultivated at the present day more geneyally
than in Indi, notwithstanding it is there ermed, as by the ancient Greoks, '
the language of the gods, The royal library of Ummerapoora is suid 1o
contzin many valuble trealises on the art. Some of the professional mu-
sicians displey considerable skill snd execution, and the softer aim are
pleasing even o an ear unaccustomed to such melody. The principal
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‘mstmuments are o Soum, or harp, made of fight wood, hollowed and var-
nished, in shipe somewhat like 3 canoe with a'deck: at the extremity a
piete ol bard woed is neatly [astened, which' tapess to the end, and rising:
curyes over the body of the liarp: From this curvature, the strings, usually
made of wire, are extended to 2 bridge on the belly of the nstrument .
. there are'tvo sounding holes, one on each side of the bridge. The\size
i the Soum varies from two to five feet in ength. *

The Turr resembles our violing it has only three steings, and is playéd
on with a bow. I at first imagined it had been of Eoropean Introduction,
and brooght 1 Pegue by the Portugdeze, but 1'was assured it was an
original instrument of the country.

The Pullaway, is a common fapeler.

The Kyezoup, is a collection of cymbals, which are suspended in 2
bamboo frame ; these cymbals, varying in size, produce modulated grada-
tions of soundss there were eighteen in the K yezoup that 1 saw..

The Patola; or guitar, is 3 curious instement 3 it is'the exact form ol
# crocodile in miniature; the body of which is bollow, with sound-
ing holes on the back ; three strings of i?‘ﬂﬂﬁ-ﬁl‘ from the shoulder
to ‘the 1all, and are supported on bridges al each extremity: the strings
are tuned by means of pegs in the tail, to which they are fustened;
it is played on by the finger, and is generally used to accompany the
vaice. s

The Boundaw is a collection of drums, oblong in form; and varying in
size, which are suspended pempendicularly in a wooden frame by leather
thengs, The whole maching is about five feet in diameter and"fournfest
high:  The pedormer. stands in the centee, and beuts on the drums with
a small stick. This instrament is always introduced when there is-a full

L
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band, and is mich used in processions, being cavried by two men, yhilst
the performer shuffles along in the inside, playing as -he goes.

The Heem is the pipe of Pan, formed of several reeds neatly joined
wgether, and sounded by a common mouth-picce; when played with
skill, it produces & very plaintive melody,

These are the principal instruments of music in use smong the Bimans.
Dy, Buchanan purchased a complete concert sel, for Bfty-four tackal, which
is about five or six guineas. Melody has chasmus for all mankind: among
the boatmen that rowed my barge; [ doubi whether thers was one who did
pot pessess an instrument of some sort; he who could procuse no better,
had what we call a Jew's hurp, with which he delighted to beguile balf an
hour of a cool evening, aftera day of hard labouy under buming sun.

Of the ancient Pallis,” whose language constitutes at the present day the
sacred text of Ava, Pegue, and Siam, as well as of several other countrics
eastward of the Ganges: and of their migration from India to the banks
of the Cali, the Nile of Ethiopia, we have but very imperiect information.
As a2 pation they have long ago ceased to exist: they are sald to lave
possessed, in former times, & domiaion stretching Trom the lndus as lur as
Siam, and to have been goniquered by the Rajaputras, who clanged the

# ' Captain Wilfrd' elaborate and Jeamed Dissrtation on Egypt and the Nile, from
the ancient books of the Hindoos, there is the fullowing pasages

" The history of the Pallis canvot fail to be intéresting, especially as it will be. fonnd
"muc!lmn:w:lkilhthﬂd!umpu aml 1 impmmh:wpplu with mmterials for a
u fal) sccount of them, Evyen theic onserable remaina in Twviia past exclte Gumpassion,
ei wheh we comsider how grest they nce were, anil from whar height they felt, thromzh the
o {ntolerant zeal sl seperstition of their neighbours. Thicir features arc peenliar, and theis.
o« langunge Gfferent, but perhaps not radiclly, from that oF ghe other Hindoos. Thelr vil-
o lages are 2ill Giled Palil."  Asiat. Research, Vol 1L

Xx
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namepl their country. from Palisthan to Rajaputra. In the old books of
the Hindoos they are called Paliputms, and it may I think be concluderd
that they were the Palibothri of the ancients.

It fay been the opinion of some of the most enlightened writers® on the
languages of the East, that the Pali, the sacred language of the priests of
Boodh, is nearly allied 1o the Shansceit of the Bramins ; and there cortainly
i much of that holy idiom engrafied on the vulgar language ol Ava, by
the introduction of the Hindoo religion. The characier in common use
throughout Ava and Pegue is a round Nagari, derived from the square
Paliy or religious 1eéxt; itis formed of circles and segments of circles, va,
riously. disposed and combined, whilst the Pali, which is solely applied
10 dhe pnrpu&ei.uf religion, is u square letter, chicly consisting uf'righ_!
angles..

The Birman kinguage contains thirtythiee simple sounds, to represent
whicly, their alphabet; commonly called Kagye Kague, consists of an equal
number of distinct characters, exclusive of varions marks and contractions;
that supply the place of long and short vowels, diphthongs, kc. These
are explained and enumerated in separate series, in (e Birman Spelling-
book, entitled, Kaynboungie, in which every pﬂﬁ&lblu combination is given
and exemplified.

Lt should be observed here, that there Is no representation of the vowel
corresponding with our short ¢, as from the frequent accurrence. of it
sount in llu: mitddle and at the end of words, it was found convenient o
omit it in writmg, it is neverilieless to be pronouniced ulter every simple
sound or consonant not supplied with another vowel. unless it be forbidden

-

-

* Captain Wilford on Egyptand the Nilo.  Loubere's Account of Siam.  Chimbers on
the Ruiny of Maovalipursm,  Asist, Resenrch. Vo, L.
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by a mark of elision placed over the letter, or excluded by the junction
of two ar more consonants, in the form of a compomnd chamcter. These
singularities, | am informed by Mr. Wilkins, are common o/ all the alpha-
bets of the Hindoo class.

The Birmans wtite from lefl 1o right, and though they Ieave no distin-
guishing space between their words, they mark the pauses of 3 sentence
and the full stops. Their letters are distinet, and their manuscripts ave in
general very beautiful.

The common books of the Birmans, like those ol the Hindoos, particu-
farly of such as inhabit the southerty parts of Tudia, are composed iof the
palmyra leal, on which the letters are engraved with a stylus; but the
Birmans far excel the Braminical Hindoos in the neatriess of the execution,
and in the ornamental part of their volumes. o every Kioum, or monas-
tery, there is a' library or repository of hooks; usuully kept in lacquered
chests.  Books in the Pali text, are sometimes composed of thin stripes of,
bamboo, delicately plaited, and virnished over in such a manner, as (o form
a smooth and Kard surlice upan a leaf of any dimensions; ihis surface is
afterwards gilded, and the sacred lewters are traced upen it in black and
shiining japin.  The margin is illumined. by wreaths and figures of gold,
on a red. green; or black ground.

In the recitation of poetry, the Imguage is exceedingly melodious;
even the prose gl common conversation appears to be measured, and the
concluding word of each sentence is lengtlened by a niusical, cadence,
that marks the period, to the ear of 4 person wholly unaequainted with
the meaning. :

The srnexed Plate exhibits the simple clementary characters, with the:
sound that each expresses, and the fume in the Binnaw tongue < this mame



540 EMBASSY TO AVA,

ltas an appropriate meaning, such as © great kat," * spiral ka," v circular
za," e, but some of these characters sre very rarely used, such as No. 4,
9, 11, 12, 18, 14, 15, 19, 25, and 32 i

To this alphabet i3 added the Shanscrit elementary eharacter, mbgmu-
to each of the Birman characters; also the Birmun cyphers, mlfl speci-
men of (he ancient Pali, taken from i very beuutiful mamiscript in my
possession, which contains an account of the ceremony, used in the con-

secration of Rhahaans.® v

It is difficult to ascertain with précision the exact limits of l:hn.Blrmm
empire. Dr. Buchanan, who accompanied me, sought for ;udgncphml
infbrmation with the most d:l:gﬂnl m;mry he procured, but nanthnm
considerable trouble and expence, sketches ol every pati of th:-';ﬂiman
territaries: and he has transmitted the materials which be thus collected
to the East-India Company; Those sketchgs, however, being contained
in various and detached picces. not forming any connected body, nor yet
reduced to.a graduated scale, can Bundly be brought into the shipe of 2
regular map witlout the aid of some further communications; M are
nevertheless documents of much intrinsic value and importance; it is
threfore 10 be hoped that, with the aid of some additional lights, &vasium
on the terrestrial globe will, ere long, be Alled up, and 23 portion of the
earily delincated, which herctofore has been very imperlectly known. On
a probable caleulation from Dr. Buchanan's papers of the extent of the
present Birman empite, it appears 1o include the space between the 9th
and 26th dégrees of north latitude, and between the 92d and 107th degrees
of Jongitude east of Greenwich, aboul 1050 geographical miles i length,
and 000 in breadth: these are the ascerthinable limits, aken from the

* 1 sin jodebred for the Shanserit character, to the Kindoess of my friend My, Witkins,



e BINMAN ALPRHABET caled oo RKAGYE<RAGE F.
N f r i i L, ¥ ol |
3 Vel |
T |
a yeny i
q f-:r * .f_:'_.'. s |
- ; p
= 18 - JI
= F s G e
ﬂ S g st st e ipos |
= /2 <l 9
= T A syt
3 - et e e I
2 ; X g s |
m : e F.
- , |
a =& dp iNpd
a 4 | L L AN
u { Y4, - Fai s ' Bedal -l
a' fad v |
= SRR |
q . o
= q‘ £ - L Frd—rp i, .r“...-"
3 Zo; TSl (ASVIIY T
T H ! /:_'. _f.,-,_ ,_fi._},. e
O A
a r:'{ LI.? ;.{/:“"( /-':rf
7 I 5 oy W /." o
5 /i ! o 2
= | 7 s
|
!ﬂ | iy L
9 A V%
| |
C A ' o l |-‘. ! : L3 spp
= I | i . el
--'{ fa R =i | ¥ 1 o
Brn.waogx NOME RALS- .
% | i i g 6l 7 B o f]i' B 1l 1 1O
i I = d = i -
) ) : = i di 7l L5~ - [ o2 IMAGE D . I
L " ) ' . 4 S e Fi |
Ter ‘1 .«-:,;- RELIGEOES TEXT AL fff.h"!f_._r\y
. 7 7 J;" (o or b o -"I-l'rzz-ffﬂ.a_; L z’.ﬂ .)]'l AEFEE T .‘.ar-r tadidr? '
! - i I._f- H : -..

e  —



- .__'P;I e |
T h t‘-._rll .

el
II -I]

_ |
T L

I
ool D
e
) ~

. ‘|.. Ny
. I-"‘_-I-I 11'_ I :
- 1. .I.'_', L=

l_]_'




-
EMBASRY TO AVA, 541

Rirman aceounts; but it is probabile that their dominions nreich still far-
Uier to the porth. Tt should, hoswever, be yumarked, that the breadih ofien
varies, and is in wEony places very inconsiderable, on what i3 called the
Fasiern Peainmla. .

Dr. Brchanuth, is the summary* or goneral outline of the geographical
materialy which he eallected, thus expresses himsell on thy subject of
fiversi—Ut appears:* that the Argacan river is not so considerable iz
s wlit has been supposed, but takes its rise in hills at ne great disiance
% o the notth. '

« That the river coming from Thibet, which is supposed to be that of
w Arracan, is in fact the Kesnduem, of thie great westorn brancht of the
“ Ava niver.

 Tlat what is suppesed 1o be the western branels of the Lrmwaddy, is
s jn fact (he eastom one, which passes. by Ava, and runs to the north,
i keeping west from the province of Yunan, and leaving bebween it aod
o ghat part of Ching 3 country subject o the Birmans. |

w That the Loakiang, which is supposed to bé the great branch of the
u Lrrawsddy, has vo communication with/that river; but on entering the
« Birmen dominions assumes the uame of Thalueyn, or Thanhizyn, and
v fulls into the sex at Marfaban,

o That the rives of Pegue, which is supposed (0 come from Chilna, rises
o among hills about 100 miles from the se, and which form the boundary
w between the Birman and Pegue kingdoms.

» That between the Pegue and Martuban rivers there is 2 lake, from
« which two fivers proceed ; the one rums nosth (o Ol Ava, where it -
w joins the Myoungnys, or Little River ol Ava, which comes from

« Extract from the Beagal Political Letier, 13th of September, #1797
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" moumntains on the frontiers of China; the other river Tuns south fram
# the lake to the sea, and is the Sitang viver in the map.

“ That the rivers of China, which are supposed to be the heads of the
“ Pegue river, are those of the river of Stam.

** That the rivers of Siam and Cambodia mmmmmtfr'bya YTy COon-
v sideruble Jbranch, called the Annan.”

This dispositions of the rivers gives gn entire new Elu ta the geography
of India extra Gangem; and [rom the diligence and ability with which
Dr. Buchanan eollated the several accounts that he received, 1 am inclined
to believe that his statement is nearly correct.
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Pirmission granted to make Astronomical Obse rvalions—Message from
lhe King.—River rises—Present of Wheat.— Beés— Honty.— Bengal
Pairiter entploged at Court.—Mode of catching wild Elephants-—King
sulivitons o introduce i Art of Glass-making.— Attenlions from
Viceroys to Foreign Ministers.—Lelters arrive from Hﬂagaﬁéﬂur
People Jaml‘my—ﬂdim: the reverse—the Caise.—Ceromony. arvanged
~ Procession—Manner of Entrance—Introduction into the Lotoo, or
Grand Council Hull — Description of the Court—its Magnificence—
King not ‘prgsmf.—-guesﬁnns prnpaﬂd.-—.ﬂungud.—Farmn!iﬂ'cs ob-
served in rglubning.

T ur occurrences that tovk place in the interval between our agrival
%nd the 30th of August, the day appointed for our formal introduction,
were fiot of silficient importance to Tequire 4 minute relation. We en-
jayed whatever personal convenience the country could supply s wnd
I gladly embraced every oppertunity W evince the most implicit confi-
dence: whith 1am induced 1o think was produciive ol benehcial conse-
quences. To my public character, us will appear in the sequel, the con-
duct of the Birman court was punctilious and haughty, even to insufferuble
arrogance; but my accommodation and sccurity as an individual were
tended (o with all ihe urbanity tiat could be expected from the niost
polishied stute of Europe.

Geography is the foundation of all historical knowledge, without which
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history becomes little better than pomance. Having hitherto found the thost
authentic geographical information 1 could obtais wlhgm st
wand of the Ganges ta be extremely erroncous, 1 was on that account more
purticularly desitous to determine the true situation of the capital of Awvag
especinlly as 1 bl now @ favourabile opportunity of profiting by the assist-
ance of a gentlemun of thigh professional talents. It however seemed
expedient 10 obtain: the sanction of the Birman govermment, before 1
authorized Mr: Wood to commence astronomical ohservations; and, in
teply to an application Tmade threugh the Maywoon of Pegue; I received
die most liberal acquiescence; a compliment thist was afterwards enlanced
by 3 graciousmessage from his Birmax Ma;csl)-, desiring to know, accbrd-
ing 10 our calculation, the exact time when the expected eclipse ol the
moon was to take place, and, as it was partial, what portion of ‘the lunar
body would be in shade? Mr. Wood satished him insboth particulrs,
and we were informed that'the King, on’ comparing Mr, Wood's account
withehis own predictions, {for e s said to be himsell an adept in the
science), discovered only a slight difference in the segment of the ‘mnold’
‘which wis 10 be obscured,  Mr. Wood's knowledge procured him consi-
derable respect among the better informed natives, but i excited the terror
of the valgar. Being abliged a4t night to leave the grove. and go out on
the plain, in onder to huve 3 distinet view of the heavenly bodies, the pew-
sants that inbabited the neighbouring villages believed hinr to be a necw-
mancer, and lis telescope and time-kesper instruments ol magic: In their
watsder they sometimes crowded about lim so a8 to disturb his operations;
bt it was totling more than harmless curiosity: they wanted to discoves
by what means he held communication with the Nats, the supermatural
and mvisible agents of the air. .
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The river, which had now rises to its utmost lieight, had encroached
so much on the grove; as (o threaten 4 general inundation, and we ST
to thisk it ot inyirobable thas we should be obliged somenight hastily to
change our residence from the house o the boats; The canse of the swells
ing ol the waters was nibt appurcat, ax there hud not fllat with us 2 sulfi-
cient quantity of rin (o produce tho smallest altezation in.the body of the
fiver: the Birmans, however, who knew the exact limit wo which it woulkl
rise, laughed at our proposing o maks rrangements for: & suddin embarka-
tion, und assuret] us Whisk, within the memory of man, the Hoods had never
surpassed a ceriain boundary. » - b
Although, from the nature f the grounds in the neighbourhood of bur
dwelling, rice was:the enly grain that could be cullivated, we understood
that on the other side ol the lake; near the cily, there yerg extensive fields:
of whieat, whichy, from the saniples brought to/us, seemed Lo be equil it gua-
lity 1o the finest growth of England. The market price nt-LTmmmlumm-ﬁas'
one tackal, nearly ball-a crown, for 2 waindaung, or basket weighing about
fifiy-six pounds; butwe lad 1 ocension to purchase any, as-the provi-
sion pade by the commissary 0l governmant, and the presents from those
who visited us, kept our storeroom full. Every person who came, brought
soniething, either fruit, lowers, a plate of fne vice, ol wheat, or some sumilar
mark ol respect. In return, 1 treated those ol e liigher order with tea and
sweetmeats 3 of the former they were extremely fond ; and ean truly say,
that fromt tei in the morning until evening, the ten EQUIpREC Was never un-
einployed. &n old man who acted hs conmissary, and lived in the thoom
adjucent 1o our dwelling, whose title was Kyewoon, hrought all the lemales
of his Family to see uss they produced as their offering, fresh honeyeombs
hangimg [om brmches of the bamboo tree; the hopey was dropping from
Yy

-
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the boughs into pans. 1 was told that the bees weve wild in the woods, and
in such plenty that wax formed a saple article of qommerce. The natives
have s mode af gathering the honey withsur destsaying the fnscer, The
soldiors of the guard wnd our domestics continued 1o recelve 1we tackal,
at stated pariods, m addition to their allowance of ricef and bestlo-leal
wis to be had (resh from gardens bahngingmdtwviﬂ@ in
one of these plintations, whicl very much resembled an English hopigas-
den, 1 sowa man watering his plants: by meanis of 2 wheel, whicly ralsed
water put of a well from a considerable depth. The muchine wus con-
~ structdl with mudt ingesity. S 1 A
The reputation that my Bengal drmghmmhud acquired b)rhhhm:d
drawings, perlormed under the i mnpecmu ol Dr. Budunmuhwg come (o
the knowledge of lis Birmii Majesty, or; in the Birmun phrasé, laving
reached the Golden Ear, the King was pleaszd to desire & specimen of his
skill, and sent overa puinting on glass, executed by  Stumese artist i his
own service; signifying his roysl will that it shiould be copied upon paper.
This picture; which was  tolerable performance, represented the mode of
catching wild elepliants in the forests. 1t was, (s describied 1o 'mie: the
hnters, mounted on tame elephants thay sre trainel 16 the business; by
lying Haton their backs; introduce themselves unnoticed into a wild herd,
and take an opportunity to cast a runsing novse bothe treck of the one
‘that is meant o be secured.  The other end of the rope is festened 1 he
bady of the tame elephml. ‘who lmmmdlnhlm& Wﬂ!;l_ one d_unrn.
a battle thess ensises, in which the traired eleplant, being assisted By its
associates, soon averpowers the fnlabitant of the woods, who is deserted
by all the: othors ;. it is afterwanils borne away a prisoncr, fast bound
1o two of its captors, whilst another moves on at-its head, and a fourth



EMBASSY TO AVAL 547

urges it hehind. In & few weeks, by proper discipline, the animal be-
comes docile, andsubmits W its Bre: Those that are tuken in the manner
delineated in the Plute; I was told, are for the most pary females.  Male
elephants are usually euticed by the Llandishments of females,” trained fur
thie prrpose into an inclasure or Keddah, from whenes théy Cannot extris
caté themuelves, and are casily secured, My pﬁi’r_ﬂ.:r-‘mﬁrmﬂ' the tusk 50
much 10 his Majesty's satisfaction, thut'a request was made for his further
services; 'm‘em:miﬁg u drawing of u celebrafed image of Guudma, inwhich
{ willirigly acquiesced. He was emplayed on it 2 week, and when it was
bished, s Majesty condeséended to express s approbation of the pe-
formunce, which was tﬂ'ﬁ.lllr}’ much superior to-any thing (tat biis own
painter could produce, :

Among the asticles of foreiga trade; which ad found theirway into the
Birman country, notking was beld in ligher cstimation thit the Earopean
glnss ware, imported into Rangoon from the Britishy sestlements i India.
Thie art of vitrification has loog been known and practised in most cout-
triesof thgEasts but no where can they make o pute transparent substunce,
like that which i brought from Europe. The Birmay monarch, who is
3 great admirer of the mumufctore, was particularly desitous 1o iniroduce
. into. his dominions ; and supposing Urit every Englishman must be
wersed in the knowledge of making whitever comes from his own countey,
he sent a message 10 .iaquﬁl.'lwmlld firnish his artificers with such is-
stractions, as might enable them to fabricate gluss of 2 quality cqual to

* Fora more .nmgr-'l': description of the nianner of extehing wild elephants in Tiptirs, peas
ihe st s divble Bengal from: the Birman dsminions, sex 2 Paper by Johin Cone,
Esq. in the thinl Valime of the Asiax. Remusches, The practice of Pegue differs somewhat
from that of the Bansl nress, : ;
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wh;u, was made in England. Unbuckily, none of us happencd (o b skilled
in the mystery of a gliss-liouse all, therefupe, that we conld do, was to
explain the principlesof the aet, which Dr; Buchanan obligingly under-
ook amd In order 10 faciliuute the anquimum,‘.md :_guiﬂc:ﬂm in the
practice, 1 lent them: the Encyclupedia Britanmict, and m out the
article where the process is: fully expluned.  Baba Sheen and the Anne-
nian interpreter transtated it inio the Bivman tongues; but 1 much fear
that thie theory ulone, conveyeg in terms of science. will not, Wr}lm-
tical experience, advance them yery far inanart which lis Bivman Majesty
is 50 tiudably salicitous 10 bring 1o perfection among his subjecis. +

11 was a matien too remarkabla 1o pass wanoticed, thit of the oumbers
who did e the honour of & visit, there was not one that had any shase in
thie subministration of pubilic affairs, the Woondoek that met me 2t Pegabim
excepted, who, thangh of distinguished rank, is bitt'an inferior minister:
none of the Woongoes: or Altawoons condescended to pay me the com-
pliment..  The Maywoon of Pegoe sometings honoured me with his
company s bis official consequence; however, was here diminjshed into
mgmﬁmﬂ:i notwithstanding ke was of the highest order, excepit nrie.
of nobility, wenring 3 tzaloe ol nine strings.

When i public minister is delegated from a foreign power 0/ the Bir-
man court, it is the established custom for the Maywoon, or governar of
thie Tronties provinee which the mitister: fiest unters, o proyide for his
salk conveyancs (o he capital, and toattend o bis convenience so long
as he mm_.&m:s to reside i Lthe: country ; & service which heis frequently
obliged to perform in person. as in the present Gise of (he English depu-
tation, The govemor of Bamoo, the province bordering on Yunan, per-
formed the effice ta our Chinese neighbours with the utmost kindness and



EMRASSY TO AVA. 349

whanity, and in his frequenk visits to/ Lham touk the apporiumity of l_:.ill-.-

ing upou me. Fle was o sensible mam, exceedingly courtoous in lis man-

ners and address; o said he hud been twice (o Pekin in the copacity of
legate before he obtaincd his present stution: he described the journey
as very fatiguing, but, at the proper season, not @t all periloas; he was
upwards of three months in performing it The mad from. the frontiers
of 1he province of Bamoa, umll lie penetrated fir into Manchegee, ar Yunan,

lay throuigh mountains: during the lust thizy days he travelled in a boat

on canils and rivers. He informed me that there were two languages

spoken in Chima, atie the Timoup, o native Chinesa; the other the Tuars
rait, or Tanar tongue: the Jatter is the langoage of the conquerars. The
Pirmans ave not liberty 1o pass-at will into the Ghinese lerritary, or the
Chinese into that of the Birmans; but the Governor has power to grant:
passports.  He gave me au impression of ke Chop, or seal, which he wis
accustomed to alfiy 1o such papers, and likewise promised me 4 chart of
Jis route to'Pekin, which e aftersirds presented 0 me. I had va-
Funs: occusions to scknowledge the utentions and kindness of this truly
well bied - wnd intelligent man, who scemed to have profited from his tra-
vels, ind 1o have avercome that affected reserve which is the national cha.
ructeristic of @ Birman courtier.

Oir the 13tk of August, the arrival of 3 messenger Iromy Rangoon, sent
by Gaptain Thomas) as the bearer of letters anl peswspapers that had been
youghs from Caleutts, diffused among us thur satisfaction which they only,
who have ligen in remole colntries, and long abseut lrom limir-fricndﬁ; can
gruly estimate ; it was the first communication e had received since our
departure. from Bengal; and the situation of affuirs in Europe was it that
time extremely -iﬂlpf_esting..
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Tn addition to the comfort wo experienced [rmnliving at esse, and ﬁl?*'
ing every want liberally supplied, our gratitude wus due to providence for
the inestimable blessing of lealsl, which we enjoyed (o a degree that fully
evinced the salubrity of the climate ; not a symptom ol sickness, ina singls
instance excepled, hud manifested itself among owr people; it this was
not the case with our Chinese neighboursy they were less fortunate, a
dysentery, which had early attacked the sénior member of (he embassy,
began to spread among his domestics; and although they were ot nume:
rous, we hcard of frequent deaths, and of general illness among them:  As
no doubt could be entertained of the healthiness of the situation we were
in, their muludy was 10 be aseribed 1o some other canse thay the atmo-
sphere. The Governor of Bamoo, however, explained the matier very setis

-sibly, by observing, that the sickness under which they alone luboured,
entirely originatod i their own indofence, and i the pensicious dict that
they wsed: The Chinese are said o benationally great lovers of swine's
flesh, and these persotiages possessed all the pariiality of their country for
that unclean animul; they had erected apigstye within the fnelosure of their
dwelling, where they fed park for their own table, and, as 4 matter of com-
plitment, sumetimes sent a joint of the meat 1o ‘me ; but though it seemed

" 1o be good, we could oot bring gurselves to use it. In addition to the ill
" effects of such gross fvod, they took no exercise, und drank immuderately

of shouchow, » fiery and deleterious spivit. The Governor of Bainoo,
wilio accounted for the cause of their ailment, condemned (lieir sensuality,
wrhicly, be said, he bad invain endeavoured to correct by advice and per-
suasion. At length the principal legate becxme so serioushy il thit his
life was judged 10 be in danger: the governor, anxious foy the preserva-
tion of & person whose sufet ¥ wias. it some degree entrusted to bis care,
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with & bumanity that did bim honour, applied to me for medical aadists
ance. i Buchanas willingly accompanied him o the sick man's. chiam-
ber, and onexamining his patienty immediately perceived that the casewas
desperate: Hewis an emaciated old man, reduced by a discase of such long
continuance, 35 1o leayeno prospect of recoverys medicines, however, were
administered, which, though they afforded bt a lmrorarf welief, raised
o fallacions hope in the breast of the sufferer, who expressed (lie ugmeost
anxiely to be uble to attendon the day appointal for our public reoeplion;
ot which time the Ghinese deputies were likewise w be intruduced : they
had before. beett admitted (o 30 inlormal audience of ihe King, wheny the
court was at Megngormg, soon ufter their first arrival, where his Majesty
mee them as though by chance. It is nol asual for the King to receive
public ministers ceremoniously except in the: metropolis,

As thie time approached that was appointed for our public entry into
Ummesapoora, which as yet we had only viewed om our resigletice an
the oppusita bank of the lake, I judged it proper to make SUImE eRgUiry
respectinig the ceremonialy usually observed o0 such oecasions, and the
exteriar [orms of homage that would be requireds 1 wished also 1o ascer-
win the refative degree ol rank that would be granted o the agent of the
Govemar-General of Indiz; and as Iwasoliicially given to undersiand that
Ui Chinese deputies were to be introduced og the same day, I urged my
vight 10 ppecedence, on the tsorough persuasion that they did sl consti-
tute an impetisl embassy: but were merely 2 provincial legation, although
probubly sanctivned by the manarch-of China.

The necessity. of ascertaining these points became evident, from the
serupulous regard (o external [orms, which the Birmans manilesied upon
every becasion. The Maywoon of Pegue béing the channel of my official .
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communication, I received throngh him, in reply to my first spplication, a
general assurance of due attention, but i’ equivocal answer with respect,
to the Chiness, Repeativg the requisition for satisBictory particulars, 1
was imformed that 1 should be allowed parity of rank with the sobility of
the court, and that precedence over the Chinese deputies would be grﬂnlud
to me, With mmai assurances | remuined satisfied ) w

On the 29tl of August, the diy preceding that ol pur lormal introcuction,
1 reecived 3 message, desiting to kuow what number of attendunts Tmeum
to take with me, and to specity the mnk they bore, particulurly that of the
Pundit, thic Moanshies, and painter. Towas at/the sume (ime Sequainited, thias
it was not customary (o admit armed men into the palace, w farm W which
I readily assented. Late in the cvening anothér message was brouglit lo
iulurm uﬁ;, that the prolession of Dr. Buchanan was held by the Birmans
in a less dignified estimation than it bore among us; and that it was wn-
usual, on such solemn occasions; to receive a pursannfhis' station ifito the
Lotoo, o great counicil hall. 1 took some paind to vindicate the digmity of
the liberal and enlightened profession of medicine, and esplained to them,
that thore was no monarch of Europe who did not consider a ﬁllrﬁﬂnr; a5
worthy to hold 3 place in the most distinguished wanks of socioiy. This
diffieulty was it length conquered ; they agreed o vecgive the Doctor, but
stipulated that he should ride on horseback i (he procession, wnd not be
indulged with an eleplunt, a privilege which, they said; wus grauted nuljr
to persons af the highest consequence.

Paeparatory (o our visit, the presents intended for lis Majesty were care-
Fully assorted, uid _pul ittlo separate boxes : they were both handsgime und
costly, um_:raismng ol various kinds of European and Indian articles, such
as mirrors, cul-glass, fire-arms, broad cluths, embroidered umslins, und
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Indian silks, all of the finest quality thit could be procured ;- among other
¥ things there was a Shanserit manuscript, superbly illumined, and written
with beautiful minutencss; it was a copy of the Bagwaat Geeta, inclosed
in a €sse of goldy afld designed as a personal compliment from Sir John
Shore, the Governor-General, o his Birman Majesty: there was also an
clggtrical maching, of the effects of which some of the Birmans were
nol ignorant.” The h“}‘.ﬂ were covered with red l_;!in,_.aml faﬂ.ﬁuﬁd‘tu
poles, for the convenicnce of béing carried on men's shoulders. Evety

matter was aranged on the day-hefﬁrc the ceremony was to take place.
On the Sothel August watook an carly breaklast, and about cighto'clock
a Sere-dogee; or secretary of the Lotoo, came to acquaint usthat boats were
prepared (0 convey \s AcR0s5 thie lake, Our domestics had received orders
o hold themselyes in readiness, dressed in the livery of the embassy, and
the guard was paraded without wsms, The presents having been sent before,
we witlked to fhe wyter side, attended by Buha-Sheen, the Sere-dogee, and
several inferior officers ; 80 the same time the two junior members of the
Chinese missiots, the sensor beiug now at the pomt of death, came forth from
the gate of their enclosure, attended by a retinuc comparatively very small.
We found iliree war-boats at the baok ready to receivens; these boats were
mﬂiéimtl}tnyaﬂ:m; for the number they were destined o contain: the
fargest was ol filty oars; but they were not above otie-third manned, pro-
_bably with a view to our accommodation, as the vessels are so narrow, that
persons unaccustomed 1o them canmot sit between the rowers without incon-
Netience s il did not, however, escape our notice, ttmljlwy were qnil_-plaiu;
withoyy either gilding or paint. We wers about mnn:yiunums in yowing
(o the opposite side of the Like, and found a crowd of peogle callected

* An cleerrifying muachine had been intreduced sevesal yrars ago by a Frenchman.
Zz 5
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near the watens edgetoscensland, 'Hmph:ewimewelmlud appeared tobie
nearly a mile, in a direct line, below the for, the southern walls of whldﬁq'
are washed by the lnke when the waters ase swollen. ;'[uwdtplmllgmd
several horses'were wailing to convey us, gud some Birtfan officers of in-
ferior consequence attended ut the bypk, dressed in their robes and caps
of ceremony. The furniure of the animals we were to ride was far [f8m
bemg superb.  Men of mank in the Birman empiressbways guide their own
ekephants, and sit an the neck, in the same manner thit the drivers, or mo-
haats, dojn India < owing to this custom they are tmp:owdﬁﬂ'lﬁth those com=
modious seats in which s fudian gentleman reposes al eaﬁ'un' the back of
_ shis noble beask, whilst the govermment of it is enltuntul to unother person.
A lavge wicker basket, wmtnrhnt rﬁemhling the bod]r af At Gpen ClrTiage,
but smaller, without any dﬂﬁtﬂl seat, and covered with carpets at the
bottom, was fastened.on the back of the elcphn.nt by means pl iron dmus ;
that passed under his belly, and were prevented fram chfing i by tagm]
ox-hides. This equipage was ncither comfortable nor elegunt; but as I
had not Jearsed how o mauﬁéc an eleplimt, and ride betwesy his eam,
there wasmo ahernmive; Twas obliged cither to take what was provided, or
submit to a less dignified conveyance. The drivers; instead off making the
Beast kneel down 10 receive Lis rider, as is the custom in m}m: muntrin,.:
drove him up 1o 2 temrw:nry stage that fad been erected lor the purpose
ef mounting. Each of the Chinese deputies-was also honoured witl an ele-
phant. Mr. Wood and Dy, Buchasan rode on handsome spirited horses, nf
thie sl Pegue bged, which had been prepared for them, s wers equipe
ped withmuch betterdirmiture than was assigned to the elephanis, '_I!ci_lm—
man saddlen howeyer, notbeing well calenlated for the case of an Evrapeat
rider, two of Eoplish manmufacture, whlnﬁwe_]hit_l‘hfﬁuglu_iith us, were sub-

-
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stiatedt in their steads The moanslie, (he prndiz, amd the'painter wore
" Bkewise permitted 1o ride on horseback.  After we lind adjusted the cere:
mouti] of mouniing, ihe proecssion was marshalled ins tha following order=
A Sandobgein, or masigr of the ceremonics, ot harsebatk
An Oniroupserce, or register of strangefs, an harssback ;
A Letzsunseree, O TCgister of presonts, onliorseback
dressed in their official vobes and caps.
- Soldiers that composed the escort. ey 1
Thie dlepliant of the representative of the Govemor-General.
'hlin Wood and Dr. &mhm.-muhﬁubmh .

-Bﬁb};slm,-u thig'i:wetm -
The Chinese deputies, on elephants, preceded by tsir servants,
bearing Bags.
. *' A Woondnck, or second counsellog of state.. >

-
Yoo Terrtmgees, or officers who hold judiciary stations.

The servanls of the embassy walked on each side, two by two i and a
et o canstables attended; with long white vods, lokeep off the populace.

“Thie procession being thus arranged, we commenced our march, keep-
img n-moderato Pace, so 1s not ta distress the bearessof the presents. Alies
procecding ¥ short Wiy, we entered & Wide and I:undm stroat, thal was
paved with lritk s ‘the houses on chch nkl_clw'q;c I?.m. built ol wood, and co-
o il g : they hiid been evidenily prepared for e pccasion; beiag
fresh wiiiiewashed, und decorated withbonghs ind Howers; the shops. whicl
:.iré-'lmm.ﬂf open wands e street, displayed their best goads. I front
of €k House was a slight taiced riling of bamboo, advaneed ints the
civedt, 10 the distince of three or four feet: over this 5pace Wi spread 3
shade of Lamboo WIats, llitg geached from the eaves of he hoyses to the

L .
"
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railing, {‘onnmg a sort of covered halcany. every one of which mmdul

witly spectators, men and sromen mdmmmml-dy Boys sat,an the n;w
of the houses, and the streets were 50 thronged as to lgave only 4 sufficicut
space for the progession to move wilkout W&tm, but what rendered
the scene most retmarkable was, lhe‘pnm whlchlhnm.tluuuh presgrved;
every persol, as so0n as we came in sight, squatied on his hams, and continued
inthat attitude uatil we hizd passed by : thiswasanindication of high'respect.
Throughout the crowd therewas no disturbarice o any extraordinury ifise;
thapopnlnu looked up and gazed in silence, nor did theyattempe 1o followe
115, bt were satishid with a transient view. The Pagwaats, or constables,
armed with lomg rods; :El:l!l:ldl.llll.‘."i afiecteq) ta strike those who were most
forward, in order to make them recede; but in Il;is-_m_:;,l_l;_cr humanely
avoided hurting any one, generally directingthe blow Lo the ground close to
lhnse whom they intended to remove.: Thuswe passed through stveral
wite strects, ranping in a strait direction, and ofien crossed by others at
right angles. We perceived only twu brick heuses, and*these we weee
informed belwnged to foreigners. - Contiguous to the fort was a small strect,
entirely occupied by the shops of silversmiths, who exhibited. their wares
int the open balcony, and displayed i great variety of Binnan utensils in plate.
The distance from ke hndmg-phme to this sizeel we compied 1o be two
miles. Immediatcly after we crossed the ditcl of the fort, which was wide,
deep, and fuced with brick, but had little sater in it 5 the passhige was ovla
JLauseway. formed on 2 mound of earth, in which l.hl:l‘c- was a chasm of sbhout
ten feet 1o carry oll the rain, and acrossthis mm::g bridge of plankstwas
laid. Between the bridge and the fout of the wall, there was a space, sighsy
or a htndred feet wide, on which two redoubts were raised 1o defend the
passage of the ditchs the rampan, [‘;ml:g}; a wall of brick, was abowt

-
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twenty feet high, exclusivo of the paggpet, which liad embtasures for cun:
non, 4nd apetiures for musquetry. Small demi-bastions projected at regu-
lar distances iyondsthe wall, but they did not sppear to contain sufficient
pnce to adsiit oF hoavy ordsangs:, The body of the rampart was corgpued
of earth, sustained externully and withi*by ®rong walls: the gate_was
nassives with arwicket in it} and the’ fort aljpgother, consideredtas an
castern " fortification, was. respectable, but insufficient 16 gesist the ap-
prosches of an enemty skilled it the science of war. The Birmans, how-
éver, believeiit 1o be impregnable they put their trust in the beight and
solidity of their wall which they conceive to be strong enough to resist all
. “aeymults, independent of the cover of 2 ;glmi!,'ur'- any- ether z;drmlmd '
work than the ditch. 1 did not attempt to motify theirpride by telling
them # disagreeable truth, chiat: 3 bsttery of half 2 dozen cannon would,
_in a few hours, reduce their walls 10 a heap of quilys and, indeed, if 1 had
ol them o, it is probable they might not fave credited the information.
We cntered by the westem gate : there wes little dighinction between the
honses in the fort uid those of the cigy; except that the dwellings of persons
ofofficial consequence, and [he members of the royal family, who resided with:
. e walls, were surrounded by®s wooden pastition, that mclosed a conrt.
We passed, making several angles in ourway, through a markel supplied with
rice, pilsegnd other vegetables, but saw neither meat nor fisll. At the dis-
varlee of tsvo dhort strects from the palice.we came to 2 spotwhere bambod
“stages were erécted for ustoalight, similuy to those at the fanding-plaee ; here,
e dismounted; and walked in e same order as we had ade: | Goming
totI® wop of - short street leading down to the palace, we were desired
by the Sundoligaag, or master of the ceftmnnies;  through BabaShicex,
js stop and make obeisance {0 e residence: of majesty, by 2 gentle
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inclination of the body, and raising the band 10 4he head, a5 they did;
2 desire with whiich T complied, 4lthotighd coneeived the dismnce so great
a8 Iurdly to require that mark of respeet. When we wm
ofthgge hundred yards farther, the Sandohgaan sepeaterd &nmﬁ
bovging, 10 which 1 olfereda oBieetion, ot should I have felt the sniallest
reluctitice in corplving, fad not the manner of the Sindoligaan been what
I considered extremely disrespectfil, ‘Thus we proceeded, until e came
to the rloom, which was a lofty hall, mised four or five feet from the
ground, ayd open on all sidess it wuﬂnnln;lﬂw:hmﬁmlw*
tmﬂwgnteﬁthbwmmm ba the left hand, and in the centre of 2
sp:pounm hlhngnﬂ'mﬁuﬂﬂmmmidmmm sat cowst
tm carpets that were spread {or: us, with our faces laiﬂnh the palace gate:
here the présents sere deposited, whils? the Chinese drpuuu touk theis
pliaces on the other ud:

It wis now showt ten o'elock, and’ e *Woandock intimated that
we must wait ungl ) the prinees of ‘the royal (amily arfived, bofore
it wotild be proper for us to euter iy we had sat bat' 2 shord time; when
the Prifice ‘of Pegalim, the unior of the King's sous, i point of rank
thongh not in years, being born of a diffefent mother, made his appearance.
Hummnitedmnimned of avery fine elephmnt, whict he guided himself,
sitting on a -sq:ﬂtt cloth u.-mlrrtﬁdzfd with gold, whilst a seryant behind,

%on thie back of the nimal, seveened Kim from:th sun wity 2 gilded pavasol.

Aboutfifty rmusquctecrs led the way 3 these wels followed by a mumher of
halherdiers, carrying spears with gilded shalts, and decoruted with gold tas-
sels. qm or cight officers of bis houschild feach of the Kinz's sorss Mave s
ptpmﬂle estiybilishment) eame Hest, dtmuﬂ in velver robes with anbroi-
deved caps, and chainsof gold depending from the left shoulder io Yserishe
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side; these immediatcly preceded IE.FWTGWE- another body of
spearmen, with his palanquin of state, closcd the procession. On entezing
e gatl b gave t ae o his atendanse x polisbed from book, wils which
he governgd his clepix ; #s not amy thing that can be used a8 3 weapen
s sufizred to be bronght within the precintts of the palace, not cven by
kis Majesty 3 sons. :l'ha prince’s esgott hadted without the gate, and dig
Wwdmmm.m;mmumm‘
wha were of ligher rank, together wilh the men whe carried his lurgs
kectle-bax of gold, and his Haggen of wer, whicl ase brapght rather lox
e thas fr relreshiment. Whes e princebadalighted, bis clepbant rer
urened, and adk theAuendants ranged themselves In the area between the
rhoom and the paliee gate. Soon afier the Prince of Pegabm had entered,
M'h?denw,MmkﬁmawnM;.hwm#
by = sullc nearly similar to that of lis brother; sl in succession cyme
the Primces of Bassein and el Prome: the Engy Tlekien$ or heir apparenty
came kit ;. when e arrived: it was twelve o'clock, which, the geat drum,
st proclgims. the: howrs, soumded fromy o lofty tower neas the palace,
T state im Which the Latter pemsovage maule. his public entrance: was
iscaly stipesh, and becoming his slevated station. | Fle was preceded by &,
stmesnts bedy puand oF isnkay, cosisting af bus or fve handied med,.
armel witds mnsqicts, wive mazched in regulas files, sud wete wmniformly
clisthed und adbsutsed; el came.a party ol Gussay traopess, habited. ian
g fugeiful. diess, with high covicd eaps bending backwards. Ve were
ol hat thraugh respect they lidalighted from theivtrrses weasly at the
same plice whire wa lad dizmounted.  Twenty or thirty men lollowed:
hase, balding loag gilded wandss; thes ae eightcon of sventy military
aliigers of ranks; wi gilded. helimots; next wie. civil officers af Lis house:-
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hold end his council, wearing the tzaloe, or chuin afnobility, and arrayed
in their robes and caps ol state, varied according to their respective ranks. .
The Prince, boru-on me's shoulders, in a very vich palanquin, bt with-
nulanycampg,follnwai, h:mmmdﬁumMMbyaw;glm
an; supporied by a n@mmmmamwm&dm -
‘Giﬁﬂ'f astrologers, of the Braminical sect, dressed in white gowins und
white caps, studded with stars of gold ; close behund, his a&v?smmd
his gater-flaggon, and a gold beetle-box, of a sire whicl appeared to be
no inconsiderable load ﬁ:r: man® &wﬁd@m«nﬂhﬂlmmmlh
rich hnumngucmmer" mmhﬂoﬁﬂﬁ,mbadydmm
with three companies o musqueteers, one clotliad in bk, another in green
and u third in red; concluded the"procession.
¥ . In every part of this oslentatious parade perfect regularity was main-
tiimed, which considerably increased the effect,  Allthings seemed 1o have '
beer cerehilly priflispossil 3ud. properly arranged. 1Tt was less:splendid
o imperial Dethi; in the days of Mogal mugnificencey it Swas far more
decovous than any court of Hindostan st the present duy.. Thegabble was
not tumtiltuoiy, the attendafts and soldiery mw? and every man
+ sseemed (0 know his “own _phpe. No nuisy heralds, s is the custom in
India, ran before, vociferuting titles, and oveptursing people. o Aheir .
way. Thedisplay of this day was selenn. anid dignified, and I douby
mmachs whethier, in auy otfer cipital, such mulGudes could be: brought
together with solitle confusion; us, besides Lhe altendants wnd the wiltthry
there were many thousands of spectaters. vt -
Onrﬂdnyintlw rhoam had now been protracted o iwo haurs, a gig
cumstunce whicly, though it gratified our curiosity with 3 novel aud most
igteresting spectacle, yeb could not be considered as a murk of respect,
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especially as we hind not the company of any person of distinguished runk,
the junior Woandock excepted, who staid with us but @ yery short time.
The sitendance of the Mayswoon of Pegue, was, according to the usage of
e country, on this oecasion our undoubted right ; and the example of
b Viéerny o Bamooy who piid that complimenit (o the Chinese deputies,
‘placead the cmission in a more striking point off view, whilst the singular
character of the peophe put it oul of my power; to atiribute the negledt
to chauee, or to casuul madvertency.

A few minntes after the Engy Teekfen, or Prince Royal, hud entered,
we recdived @ summons, in complince with v}hid-n we proceeded from
e thoom, observing the same order -as hefore; the presents carried in
front, and the members of the Chinese embassy Bllowing the English de-
putation. As we proceeded: the Sandohgaan was exceedingly trouble-
some, by calling on us to make frequent saperfluous obeisanices, whilst
his manner of requiring thiem was t:ﬂu!'npicmn.ul}: wncivil, 1 cheeked his
insolence by observing, through Buba Sheenr, that il he wislied me 1o pro-
ceed; he mist aler bis tone and demeanont. This reproof, however, had
only # momentary cfiects he soon resumed Tiis ayrogant bekaviotr, whicl
he repeated throughout the diry, whenever opportunity offered.

On approaching the gate, the greater part of our attendanitswere stopped;
and miot permitted 1o follow us s and we were desired 1o put off our shoes,
with which we immediately complied.

“Mhearea we how entered was spacious, and contained the Loteo, or
grand hall of consultation: and of audience, where the Woongees meet e
council, uni where affairs of state are discussed and determined.  Within
this inclosuro there is du inner court, separated by w brick wall, which
comprehends: the palace, and all the buildings annexed to the royal resi-

5 A
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dence. Within the gate 2 troop of tumblers were performing their feats,
while dancing girld were exhibiting their graces in the opest air, anel an the
bare groumd, to the sound of no very harmonious music.  We were next
ushiered up o fight of stairs into a very noble salvon, or open hall, called
the Lotoo, where' the court was assembled in ull the pomp that Birman
graudﬁlr could displuy. On entering this hall; 3 stranger cannot fail to
be surprised ot ‘the magnificence of ifs appearance; it i supporied by
seventy-seven pillars, disposed in eleven rows, each consisting of seven,
The ‘space between the pillavs T judged to e sbout twelve feet; except
the central row, whick was prohably two feet wider. The roof of the
building is composed of distinict stiges, the highest it the centre. The row
of pillars that supported the niiddle, or most lofty roof, we judged to be
thirty-five or forty feet in hicight; the others gradually diminish as they
approach the extremitics ol the building, and those which sustain the bal-
cony are not more-thun twelve or fourtéen feet. At the farther part of
the hatl thete is @ high gilded littice, extending quite across the building,
and in the centre of the lattice is 1 gilded door, which, when opened, dis-
plays the throne; this door is elevated five or six fect from the floor; so
that the thrane must be ascended by means of sieps at the back, which are
not visible, nor is the seat of the tirone to be seen, exeept when the King
comes i persoit'to the Lotoo, Al the bottom of the lattice there is a gilt
binlustrade, three or four feet high, in which the wmbrellas and several
othey insignia of state were deposited. The royal colour is white, and the
umbrellas were made of silk of that colour, richly bespangled with gold.
" Within this magnificent saloon were seated, on'theirinveried legs, all the
princes and (he principal nobility of the Birman empire, each person in
the place appropriated to his particulur sk and station: proximity to the
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throne is, of course, the most honourable situation: and this station was
occupied by the princes of the blood, the Woongees, the Attawoons, and
other great officers of state, The Engy Teckien (or heir apparent) sat on
a smull stoel, abowt six inches high; the other princes on fine mats, The
space between the centval pll{m that front the throne, is always lelt vacant,
for this curious reason, thut his Majesty's eyes may not be obliged 1o be
hold those, whom he does not mean to bonour with alook. The place
allotted for us was next (o this unoccupied part, but we afterwards disco-
vered that the Ghinese deputies had taken possession of those seats which,
accarding to the etiquets that had been agreed upon, the Baglish gentle-
men were to lave occupied. So trivial a circumstance would not have mes
rited  auention, had it not been followed by circumstances which left o
room to suppose, that any act relating to external forins was gither accidental
or unpremeditiated, on the part of those who regulated the ceremonisls.
Alter we liad taken possession of mats that had been spread for us, it
was civilly intimated that we ought not to protrude the soles of our leet
towards the seat of majesty, but shouldl endeavour to sit. in the posture that
was observed by these around us.  With this desive we would reudily
have complied, if it Lad been in our power, but we had not yet leamed
to sit upon our own legs: the fexibility of muscles which the Bimuans,
and mdeed all the natives of Indit, poﬁs.é;s. s such, as cannol be acquived
by Europeans, A Birman, when he sity, seldom touches the seat with his
posteriors, but is supportec by his licels. It is scarcely praciicable for an
European, dressed in close garments, to plice himsell i such au antitnde s |
andd ifhe were able, it would be out of his power to continye long in it. We
wnverted our legs as much as possible, and the awkwardness with which
we did this excited a smile from some : nota word, however, was utiered.
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'.m:;& our endeavours, I thought, seemed to give satisfaction. In a few
minytes eight Bramins; dressed In white sacerdotal gowns; and silk caps
of the same ¢olour, studded with gold, sssembled round the fooe of the
throne, within the balustrade, and vecited @ long prayer in not unpleas-
ing recitative; this ceremony lasted 3 qitaster of an hour. When they had
withdrawn, the letter from the Governor General, which | delivered to's
Woondack, was placed on a silver tray ift front of the vailing, and s San-
dohgaan, or reader, advauced into the vacant space, and made three pro-
stritions, touching the ground each time with his forchead ; he then read,
or rather clanted, m 2 loud voice, whar | understood was 2 Birman trans-
lation of the lewter. When this was dene, the reader repeated Lis prostra-
Lionis, and next proclaimed a list of the presents for the King. These several
veudings being finished, he repeated his obeisunices and retired ! afteran
interval of a few minutes, an officer, entitled Nakhaangee, udvariced, i
proposed 2 question to me, as if from his Majesty; on recefving my an:
swer he withdrew, as it might be supposed; to communicate the reply;
and vetumed in an adequate time o ask anothér @ thus be put three
separate questions to me, which were as ollows: * You come [rom a dis-
tant country3 how long is it since you arrived? How were the King,

-Qlw’ﬁn. and royal family of England. when the last accounts came fram
thence? Was Englnd at peace or war with athier nations? and was your
country in a state of disiurbance £

The later question alone contained more than wonds of compliment and
ceremany, and coming in such i solémn manser mequired a tlear and deter-
minate answer on my part. | repliet in the Persinn Linguage=* that Greit
Britain was atemmity with France; that the continent of Evrope was the
seat of warg but that the kingdom of England enjoyed perfect tranquillity,
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which it was not probible would be disturbed.” This interrogation seemed
to indicate Uit the Birmans had received impressions of our situation i
Europe fiom no very filvoursble quarter; and [ had afterwards occasion
to know, that the unremitting and restless industey of French propagators
had pervaded even this wemote region, and though, in such a country,
they dare tiot avow their equalizing principles, they lefi no art unpractised,
through the means of their cmissaries, to insintate doubls, excite feurs, and
create distrust of the English.

These were all the guestions that were proposed ; neither the Chinese nos
auy other person being interogated. o a few minutes afier my last reply
had been conveyed, a very handsome desert wius brought in, and set befure
us; it consisted of 3 variety of sweetments, 25 well China os Birman;
lepack, or pickled tes-leal, and beetle, formed part of the entertainmenl,
whicly was sevved up in silver, china, and glass-ware: thers appeared 1o
be not less than an huuded different small dishes: we wsted of a few,
and found someé of them very palatuble; but none of the courticrs partook,
or moved from their places. About half an hour had clapsed, when we
wete informed by the Sandohgaan (hiat there was 1o occasion for us
remain any longer. The non-appearance of his Majesty was a consider-
able disappointment, as T had been tauglu 10 expect that he would have
received. the Governor-General's letter in person: it was not, however,
until some time afterwards, that I was made acquainted witls the true
reason of his absence.

Wiens we tose to leave the Loto, the Sandohgaan desired us (o nitke
three obeisanees to. the throve, by - slight inclination of the body and
yaising the sight hand (o the head; we were then recopducted to the sa-
loon, where we were informed it was necessary we should remain until the
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princes came forth from the palace, and had got upon their elephants,
as their etiquette did not allow any pesson, on such occasions, to mount
before the members of the royal family; we agcordingly took our places
in this hall as before : shortly afierwards the court broke up with as much
form and parade as it had assembled. _

The ceremony of depurture differed from that of entrance : the Engy Tee-
kien came out first, who went in last; nest followed the other members of
the royal family in rolation, and afier them came the Ghobwasis, or petty
tributary princes: these are personsges who, belove the Birmans had ex-
tended their conquests over the vast temitory they now possess; lsd held
small independent sovereignties, which they wete able 1o maintain so long
as the balance of power continued doubitiul between the Birmans, Peguers,
and Siamese ; but the decided success that has attended the Birmun arms
since the accession of the present lamily, having deprived them of their in-
dependence, their countries are now reduced 1o subordinate provincesof the
Birman empire. As many of their governors as confidence could be placed
in, snd whe were willing to take the oath of allegiunce to their conquerors;
were continued i the management of their former possessions, and are
obliged to make an annual visit to the capital, (o pay homage in person at
the golden feet. The moderation, as well as: the pelicy of this measure,
is said to huve fully answered the ends that were proposed.

As soon as the royal fumily had depurted, we retumned to the place
where we hiad left our elephants, and proceeded home, with this diffirence,
that the Chinese deputies, who had followed us ta the paluce, preceded us
it our return; a circumstance which, in addition to several others, gave
me canse to attribute want of ingenuousness to those, who bad the manage-
ment of thie ceremonials. My claim of precedence had been unconditionally
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stipulated' and admitted s a precedence, Which the certainty thar the Chi-
deration, gave me an undoubted title to demand.

With 1 people less attesitive th pumctilio, or Tess regardfal of the pri-
vileges and exsernal indications of rank, 1 should certainly not lhave
considered it necessary Lo controvert matters of o intritsic moment in
themselves. but which, when intended to prodiste an elfect on the minds
of those who cin enly judge frum appearances, bécome 1o 2 person in a
public capacity, of real importance, Every occurrence of this day, and
overy object (hat presented itself, evinced the previous care thit had been.
bestowed on the minutést points of etiquette ; the utmost splcnﬂnur of Lhe
court hud been displayed on the oceasion; and I was Emd.;lmj" informed,
that the non-appearance of his Majesty was ueither customary whett a
foreign minister from a sovercign state was to be itroduced, nor owing
to any accidental prevention; but that it wis a matler predetermined, in
order to alford a pretext for spreading abroad that lie representative of the
English nation had delivered liis dispatches, and tendered tribute (for so
they denominated the presents}, without being honoured by an intervicw
of their King, These apparant indications ol arrogance, which were ot
diminished by the unworthy artilice of making me believe, that his Ma-
jesty wils to have received in person (he letter from the Govemnor-General,
as coming from a sovereign and an equal power, gave me reasonhile
grounds to be dissatisfed with the manner in which the ceremoniils hiad
been condiscted, and made me suspect the real light in which it was: e
wish of the court that | shonld be considered. As nothing, however, de-
grading to my public character lad yet been avowed, I reframed from



568 EMBASSEY TO AVA.

any formal decliration of my seatiments till subsequent circomstances con
firmed my conjeciures, and rendered an explanution umavoidable.

We did not asrive at nmdweﬂtqgfnllugmc, till past thres o'clock,
In our way home the spectators were few, inicomparison with the numbers
collected Lo gaze ut us when we wett.  The day had been oppressively
hot, wzwmnﬂmw&gﬂj gratified by the scene we Had beheld,
which was uncommonly splendid, &mi in every respect suited to the dig:
nity of an imperial court. The evening, however, proved cool, and refresh-
ing breezes recompensed us for the suliriness of ihe day, the transaetions
of which supplied an intervsting tupic of conversation m:l:htlmnrf
repase., L . -
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CHAPTER XVL

Presents expeoted by Uie principal Officers—of trivial Falue—Matter of
Form~Visit the Engy Teehion—Conductsof the pablic Officers more

“respeddful —Splendonr of the Courl—Engy Teckion—LCeremony at de-
parting—Chobwas, vr Wibutary Princes—Meedaw Lrav—a Flingess
of high Dignity—her Court—yvinerable Person—Curiosity—Polite-]
ness—Kisit to the Princes of Prome—of Bassien—of Tongho—and
of Pegakm—Reception al their respective Courts—Viaw the Piedigaul
Tizk; %or Royal Library—Noises rexewed by the Chinese—Ejfects of
Despotism—Pride of tke Ministers—Insarmauntable Difficully i

a Point of Etiquette.—Politeness of the Governor of Bamoo,—¥isil lo
the Seredaw Poundazee Praw, or Arch Priest—Magnificent Kiotem-—
Nicmerous religious Buildings—Knebang Kiotem—a beautiful Building
4o what Purpose applied—A Kioun of extraordinary Splendowr—
Visit the Arracan Gaudma—enthusiastic Adoration of the Multitude—
Chounda, or Place of Accommodation for Strangers.—Partake of Be-

fm&m_ml.—bﬂﬂum.——ﬂﬁm'l}ﬂfnn af the Fort of Unimsrapoora.

T rie next moming, August 31st, the Shawbunder of Rangoon, and Baba~
Slieen, waited on us with information, that as our formal intreduction wis
now past, | might command elephants and lorses ' go wheresoever 1 _
pleased; and that they had Teceived an order to attend, und to :shew me

whatever was mosk wortliy i notice of a stranger. They intimated also
3B
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that 1he Engy Teekien, or heir apparent, was to hold a court on the ol
lowing diay for the purpuse ol vur introtduction, and that our aliendunce
would be expected abm.lt thie hout of noan.  These instructions they had
veceived from the Maywoon of Pegue, ta'whom 1 wrote in reply, thu
as the stipulated formalities, which had been agreed to by all ‘parties,
fiad becn infringed on the preceditg dayy it became nécessary, before |
could scoept of the prinee’s ivitation; to reccive a positive gssurance,
thiut thiey’ would be bewer pbserved onthis occusion. ¥ iikewise repre-
sented® the conduct of the Sandohgaan as 'obviously distespectful, and
‘hoped ithat he would not be'allowed to officiate again on our introduction ;
but, above all, 1 desired 16 be explicitly inlormed, whether o not; the Engy
Tedkien purposed 1o appear in person, witheut which | conll not pessibly
think ol attending his court. ' W = .

To this letter 1 reccived x civil reply, in the Persian language, assuring
me that some part of what to me'seemed obijectionable, onginated ity mis-
take: that the Sandokigaan should be ¢onfined for his Improper conduct;
and that the prince intefided to receive me in person: these assurances,
coming from such 4 quarter, were pﬁfeﬂﬂf satisfactory.

'Siﬁm;n'y rrival 1 had betn spprized of a circumstance, ol wlich 1 wus
belore wamyite, that it wis customary lora person in a-public capacity, to
Pte_s:nl.:iamnlhing' of the manulacture of his country, orsome rarity, o cach
member of the royal fumily to whow o is intoduced s itwas likewiSe usual,
thavght oot indispensably necessury, b pay the sume compliment (o I!I'g-;:
chiefministers and the priveipal officers of the court. This present being so
mare than a piece or two of nmskin, or:silkewas too trifling to:he regarded
by the individuals, for its walue] it was, nevestheless, experied, amd the
pmissiot waull be considereel as unhandsome 3 in addition, therelort, lo the
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things that 1 had breuglu with me; | guve directions to pﬁmlﬁﬂ sugh ai-
tickes of European and Indian manufacture: #s were most esteemed, snd
could be pm:m'nd < thess T allotted agmblr Lo lE\:.’imlm_gthm ol' B:ahar
Shewt aitd the Shuwbunder, who were so zood as o acquaint me with the
established forms, and the proportion to be presented (o ik persoi.

Aj,-ﬂjm:.d'dntk- on the first ﬂﬁw we W:iﬂ#srim.- Hﬂi‘w
with the same sttendance as on the furmer day: 1o consequence of af
application 1 hal made o the, Maywoon of Pegue, clephiants wert: 1iow
provided for Me. Wood and Dr. Buchanai, This.was.a cireumstanceSelich
nehibier the-gentlemen themselves, nor 1 slipuld bave desmed of sufficient
importance to deserve any attention, bad not the junior mambers of the
Chinese embassy bee supplied with them; but-as these people paid such
strict attention o the minutest article, expressive of relativerank, 1did not
uhivik it rights that the geatlemenwithme, should be considered ina degree
inferior to the subordinate members of o provincial delegation, of which,
an acquiescence in a less dignified mode of conveyance than (e Chinese
weie allowed, would, on my: part, lave been a miﬂﬂm

We praceeded through the city by the route we pursued before, with (e
prﬁaﬂs-mﬂ'iu:l in front, and ubserving the same arder of processiog, Muny
of the houses were decorated with favwer-pots and garlands, but the specs
Litrs were by 1o means so aumErGus s whicn we made our first gntrance-
We dismounted at. the top of astreet within a few hundred yards ol the
surrounding wal) of the prince’s palace; whie stiges had been erecivd Toy
vur conveniences from thence we were: conducted 1o, the Rboon; which
was sifuated a little o the right hand of the principa! gate ;. thete was
anotler botlding of a.similar kind oppaosite o us, which we sere infopmed
was us8d only for trials, and the transaction of public business; but the
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one that we aecupied, was appropriated to ce:emmynnd statg In the
formalities of this day, a much mare respecilol demeanoim was prescrvedd
towards us; thuo on the former vecasion, and 'we sut by the REoot with
beiter cormpanys | Tavo Woondocks, the master of the elephunts, and some
other officess, bearing emblems of mak, attended us ;. another S.lmiullgam
also elficiared in the <éremonials, and behaved very differently from the
Person, whose munners kad been sa offensive; and whomi | did ot .ob-
serve at court on this day. This condust fully compensited for the Tormer
incivility, though perhaps: the Sandohgaun did NGL régeive ANy severc
reprihension for what be had done. gr A

The King ol the Birmans, who seems to have 1 parental ﬁrnudam for all
his:children, is said to be particulily. attached o the Engy Feekicn, or
eldest prince ;- and with a libera) | policy: has granted him: 2 share iy the
government, almost equal to what-he Ninmelf exercises. The establishmiess
of the heir appavent is becoming lis high station and fiture ewpeciations;
and his Woon or thwfmhniturm smong the Reremost of the Birman
mnobles, in reputation ﬂrr wisdom ansd inregrity. -

There was liwle in’ the. ‘etifuette of this: dnr.y.pdmmm thut af the
visit toglis Majesty s we saited in the Rboom wntil 4l the Youngey
princes had arrived, which ey did as before, in mtution, beginniog with
the junior. The members of the voyal family went within the gate, befure
they alighted from their elephants and palenguins: but the ministess nd
lie nobility dismounted oo the outside, untl procesded iy, foot. Aficr cach
person had entered, mgnwmmmhﬂ,&hwd anul opuned as soon
a anolher ﬂmum puuam:d himself. When we advanced 10 e gate we
expected it would have been instatly thrown open to admit us; @ deluy,
hawever, occurred, which at first: 1 was inelined $o attribice 1o, sonfe WCtis

¥ Ll
-
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dental cirqumstance ; but after T had waited some minutes wmnder & huming
sum, finding that there Wits mu uniecessary and JW?H studied proteac-

Gow. I inred round and walked towards the Rhoom: onthis, the doorwas
immedistely opened; mmd the interior coutt, on the right hand of the gate,
as we entered, displayed severul men dancing in masquerade, and on the
left was a band of musicians, auda ser of dancing girls withoul masks. A
litthe Farther oit) thiére were twa bndsome houses ; one of musonry, with
doorsandl windows claselyresembling Gothie structure; Hat roofed, and of
3 peculisr; but far from inelegant, construction; the other was of wood.
We were conducted to (B8 Jatter, und ascended. intaa eapacions salven,
open on thres sides.  Hae we found the court assembled;, neatly in the
sume manner ag at the Lotoo.  The hall consisted urlﬁ:maofpﬂlnm.
seven in each row : there was neither gilding vor paint bestowed on them,

such omaments being strictly confined to tliesovercign and the priestliood.
The nuked-pillsrs gave a very rude®appearance (o the: opartment, which
was disadvantazeously contrusted; with the brilliant dresses of (he cour
tiers. We occupied (he same relative position o/ the rest of the assembly,
as 4t the Loton, with this difference, that the gentlemen of the English mis-
sives had the place pssigned to them, which the Chinese depulics, cither
through mistake, or design, possessed on the former day. Atonsend el the
saloon, against awainscot, sioud the prince’s soli of state, covered with an-
broidered cloth, and oo cach side were ranged several utensils of gold of a
very large size; such us his beetle-box, cup, spitting-pot, and water-flaggon:
shave the sofu there was a window it the wajnscot, Six or eight lat from
the ground, with folding shutters, that cht:u:d .-whm*ﬂ:re cniefed the
hall. ~ Soan wher we hid taken ourseus, four Bramins dresserd in white
sacerdotal garments, chanted a prayer that fasted s suarter ol hour; thely
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deyotions being finished, the window beforementioned suddenly opened,
and discovered the Engy Teckien seated lehind ‘it.  The courtiers imme-
diately bent their bodies, and sat in'a cruching sttitude, with their hands
joined: the English gentlemen joined !l:urlnmls like the rest of the
company. The prince seemed to be zbout vventy-eight or thitty years
of age, of au open countenance, and rather inclined to corpulency:; b
of his persan we could not judge, as his head and shoulders only were
visible. His habit, as muoch 2s.could be seen of it, shome with goldy and.
he wore o his head, a pyramidical cap that glistened exceedingly, but of.
its real richoess we could not farntany estimaté, being at too grear a dis-
tance. A Jist of the presents was then recited it a loud voice by 4 reader,
kneeling in front Sf the sofa; after which 1otal silence prevailed hrouglious
the assembly ; not a word wits spoken by the prince; he noticed no one,
but sat erect and motiouless, without appearing to look either to the righs ~
or the lefi. About 2 quavter of an Mour elapsed in this diumb interview,
wlen on @ sudden, by some agency invisible to us, the nmdowmm
were closed, and we aw him no more. )
A very lumdmuu desert was then served. iy, on. drdmspmd ou gilded
trays: We.tasted of several things, and, when the repast was ended,
resurned 4o the Rhoom, in which we: remained until the royal Funily '
passed by. Assuch form was observed this day, as when the court as-
sembled atighe Lotoo; amd the demonstrations of respect manifested 10-
wards the Engy Teekien, 28 well by liis brothers, as by inferior subjects,
fell Litde shiort of whas is offered 10 the sovercign Mimsell, a circum-
suance tial suikingly evirices, the wisdom and. policy of the goverament,
 The Chobwas, or petiy. princes, who [llowed. the royal family, were on
this day very numerotis : we were told that there were 2] togeuufﬁﬁrm
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Chobwas dependent on the: Birman siate: if it be truey their territories
must he very inconsiderable. On the present oocusion the Govemor of
Bamoo walked snioigst thent in procession, from whick we concluded that
he is @ temporary regent; @ station to whicl the King occusionally ap-
points Binman officers, when the hereditary prinee of the country luppens.
to be o minor, or incapable of the administration of public allairs.

The miother of the. princip) Queen, wumed Meedaw Praw, his already
Licen bntioned, oy 3 princess of high dignity, venerablosfrom her yeirs,
and iflustrious from the affmity that she bears ‘to. the royal Lagily 3 ber
sister had been the wife 'of the famous  Alompra, the deliverer of his
country, and ber dauglter being espoused to the reigning monarch, she
standy'in‘the doable relation of aunt and motherin-taw to the king. Thad
Licen ;Wmul thot u visit to this lady would be an acceptible mark of

“respect to his miesty. and s the rank she bore, gave lier precedence over
all the sons of the king, except the'heir apparent, it was proper that 1
should wait upon her before: I puid my respects to the jiior princes. 1
pladly embraced the opportunity, witich/this offer gave f-lllf._ to atténd Lhic
drawing-roont-of ant Asiatic princess, and promised mysell much gratifica-
tion froni a sight so'uncommon; amony the jealous nations: of the East.
When the ceremony it the palace of the Engy Teekién had ended, it was
not more thar two o'clock. and there was yev sulficient: time Lo wall
uport the Meedaw Praw, who, we were informed, had made prepara-
tions b receive'ns. Mounting our eleplunts, we went-in form 1o attend
her, and founil her possessed ofa very handsome minsion in the neighs
bourhood of the imperial palace s it was situated in the centre of a court,
surrounded by a palisade, dt the gate of which there was a stage erected
for wur convetience in alighting. We entercd the mclosure without miy
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of the parade observed inour former visits : ‘ot the bottom of the stuirs we
prt off out shoes, and ascended:intos hundsome Ball, supported by seve-
ral lofty pillars; at the Fauther end u portioniof the Hoor was elevited six
or eight inches, and scparated by  seut balustrade from the rest of the
room{ within this space. under awhite canopy, was placed a large cushion
ol blue velyet fringed with gold, on 2 carpel covered with muslin, Thete
was 1 numerous assemblage of buth sexes, but partivulurly womes, sitting
round the lafastrade. A soon as we entered, v space was immediacely
vacated lpr us 1o occupyy in front of the door und oppesite to the cushion:
Alter we hud been seated a/few minutes, the old Jady came forth from an
iner apirtment, and walked slowly towards the elovuted seat, suppotted
by two female servants; whilst ansther held up hey train g her long white
hiir hng losse! upon Her shoulders, but she wore neither covering nor
ormament upen her hesd | her dresy, which was extremely fing, withonts
being guudy; became beradvanced years and high dignity ; it cousisted
of ulong robw of white muslin, and over hier shoulders was thrown a sash
of gauze, embroidered with sprigs of gold: She advanced to where the
vtishion wits plucdtl, and ook her seat on. the carpet, supporting hev head
on lier srm that rested on the pillow, whilst the two female | attendants,
neatly dressed; kneeling, one on cach side, fonned ber with long gilded
fins:  Every personseemed to pay her profound respect, and when she
entéred, both ineh and women bese their bodies in the attitude of submis:
sionr, 1 had Brought, as o wken ol ‘my venemtion, wstring of peatl and
some fine mustin. The Sandohigany announeed the offering, wnid enumerated -
thie artiches with o lotid voice, entreating. in my name, hier gracious accept-
ance of them. She Ipoked at the English gentlemitn withl carnestness, but
seeméd entively to disregird the Chinese, although their dress was much
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moreshowy tum ours; her manner was on Lhis occasion extromely complai-
sant; and she asked severnl questions; such as, what werc ournames ? how we
were in health? what were ounages 2 onbeing informed, she obligingly said
she would pray that we might! sttain as great longevity s hersell; adding,
thatshe had reached her seventy-second year, 1 did ng1 perceive, amongst
the numerous company that attended. any of the junior princes; orof the
principal memisters, although there were several personages of distinetion.

Alter she had retired, 2 very handseme desert was served up: the Fruits
aud preserves were delicious : whatever China could yicld, was united with
the prodnce pf their own country- Having tasted of various dishes, we
withdrew withotit any ceremony ; and. as sione of the royal family were
present, there was no pecessity 1o delay our depariure: we accordingly
returned bhome, 1 good deal oppressed by the heat of the weather, and wea-
rried by the repetiticn of tedions lbrmalitics,

—# On the two Rllowing days we vasited tie princes of Prome, u{Bamm
of Tongho, und of Pogabm, titles taken from. the proviaces over which
they vespectively preside, These brothers are not all by the same mather;
the prince of Prome alone, being full brother to the Engy Teckien, ov heir
apparent, In the course of our visiis we-had a better .opporiunii;y thun
belfore, of viewing the sireets and huildings ; the former were invariably laid
ant in strait lines, ceossing each other at right angles. The houses in gengral
diftered Tittle fram these of Rungoony they were all covered with tiles, and
on the ridge of the roofs was a long range. of earthen pots, filled with
witer,.in readiness to be liroken in case of fre. The fow houses of brick
ind mortar which we saw, were suid to belong 10 the members of the royal
Gamily, Rows ol wrees were planted in several streets, five or six feet in
lront a[ the houses, forming a shady walk for fool passengers. As the

M
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younger princes do not assume the state of royally, our reception was
much more gay and less epremonious 4t thisie palyees; than at that of the
Engy Teekion. - At the paluce of the princeof Prome, o, 05 hé is tenmed,
the Pee Teckien, the preparations made fir' sur eatertaimment were ex=
tremely splendid. . When the' gate of the linclosure was' thown open 1o
admit us, we Were sitrprised with 2 view of a lune of elephants on.one side,
and of hosses on thie other; theve were lifteen of the fsrner, some of sehich
surpassed in' size and beauty-any 1 had ever seen ;- the hovses wese more
numerous, dnd seversl of them were tiehly caparisoned. - Passing through
these, we came fo an open space; where mope-dancers: and inmblersawere:
performing Tu the open div. We stoppied to look st thewm, blit vbservil
uotliing remarkable in their Tedtsy they were much inferior in agility, o
the tumblers 6F Southerm Indi. One man. however, surprised us a good
deal, by applying the paint of a spearto his shoulder and resting the other
end agatust & pillar, s pushig o't apparently with great foces, il
he beut and broke o thick shaft; s o ellécted withoue piercing bis awie
skin, which; though the spear was wot very shiarp, mosy hive been wons
derfully finn 1o/ liave resistedl ‘suel evident violence, « 1| -

“While we were viewing the sports, 5 miessage Wwas Brought fons the primee
to acquaint us thai these people hud' beer procured for our wmisement;
dnd afterwe bad satished our curiosity, he would be glad to see ns: Weim-
diediately proceeded (o the il ofreception, which s bandsome wooden
buileding, but ot so large s thatof die ellerbrother, At e upperend thive
was a sofir, curiously vilided, and decarated with pieces oFmirtor, dispased
i such W manner as'to produce @ pleasing effect.  None of the voyval family
were present, and we it not abserve iy 'of the Woongees or Attawdons.
A few minutes afier we hitd taken our seats, the prince entered, splendidly
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dressed s lie proceeded o bis soba withimuch solemnity, and spoke only 2
few words. We were, os usual, entertained with-a handsome desert, of
which the prince himsell solicited us 10 eat. . As soon:as he withdrew, our
atizntion was called 1o a selery company of Sgure-dancers, who had gom:
menced thir pesformence in the virando; or balcony of the hall. This band
of females did not wiall discredit:ihe festival of npnnces theee of the mum:
berwere beautifnl; and moved with gracelul ease, i povdect hunnooy (o
the music: their outer dresswas a flowing role, made of Lansparent gavze
delicuely embemidered swish flowersof golt! and silver, and a prolusion of
gold: chiains encircled theiraecks and ams.. We remained a quirter of an
biowse beholding this elegant speciache and then réturied to the plage whers
our elephiants wese waitipy. The prince ol Prome is in person mther above
the middle size ; hisage does ot exceed tweniy-seven ortwenty-cight years;
and, like his elder brother, his sppesmpce promises future corpulency:
his countenimnce is uaturlly chieerful and pleasing, which we were wid yras
the trie indes of lus mind ; lie- bears an excellent charscter, snd is said to
be much esteemed in the province, over which he W P’-'ﬁi_d'q'-‘r*'
Our next visit was (o the prince of Tongho, by whom we were received
with every mirk of attention.  His dwelling was much inferior to those of
his elder Lirothers, and die attendunce: was comparatively small i there
were; howevar, a number of state clepliants paraded in the eourt-yard,
and we passed through a line of musqueteers, drawn up iu single tiles on
cach side, This military prray bad o very singular appearance: hatdly any
twowene dressed alike, and some of them wers without any other cloth-
ihg,--th:m:n. fillet that encircled their head, and 1 cloth relled round thmr
waistt/ (lirongh respect, they were' all seated on their hicels, some with
their firelocks shouldered, and others with the butts resting ou the g.rmmd.
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Here also we found tamblers, musicians; and dancors; and dhere were
two carriages in wiiting; bundsomely gilded; witli n- pair of horses hur—
nessed W each : these vehicles were of a Tight construction; on four wheels,'
open at the sides, and covered with a convex cinopy. The prince saf on
a gilded chalr; Jre was'a slender man, and appeared tw be older than the
prince of Prome, whom he is said not o resemble in any particular.  The
power whicli this prince possesses mast be consideruble; s lils govern:
ment, formerly the independent kingdom of Tenglio, is rich, extensive,
and populous; mmd the fort of Tongho is, at the present day, deemed the
strongest in the empire. Persons of rank, we observed, wet here permitted
to introditte their beetle-boxes and spitting-pots, which was pet the case u¢
any ol the other courts.  Our visit being concluded, we returned home.
The hear during the early part of this iy hid been very inténse, but

pleasant.  We were ot strprised when we came back; to learn that the
senior of the Chinese enibassy hid died during ourabsence, as he had beerr
so ill in the morming, that his colleagues declified taking “a share in'the
ceremonials of the day.

On the folowing day, at the customury hour, we crossed the fake; and
proceeded with the saie Httendasits 38 belore, to the ouse ofthe prince of
Bussicr. s dwelling was very landsome, and the pillaes of his hall, shich
the Liw prohibits him cither to'gild or paint, were covered with flowered
satin. - Many men of rank giaced the assembly, and some who wore high
military tmsignia; but none of the voyal Family or e principal ministers
were preseit, ‘The prince seemed a very awkward, bashiul youtly, ubout se-
venteen years ofage. “The situation of his government, which cxtends along
the sex edast, as far south as Cape Negrais, gives hin the power either to
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obstruct or assist, in a material degree, the merchants who trade to Bassien
and ships being sometimes obliged to takeshelter in the Negraisrivery during
the adverse monsoan, his people have frequent opportunities of affarding;
inclined o begin a discourse, 1 broke through the general silence, by ad-
dressing him in a complimentary, manner, expressing acknowledgmoent of
the kindsiess, which had been extended by the ollicers of his government, to,
Britishmerchants and mariners, as wall asmy reliance on his lunwreinfluence
in their favour. 1 ;pokcin the Iangu:lga of Hindostan, 'ami ﬂﬁhm
tuup_t_eal 1o reply, ..l:_mt had not e pawer; tw nI his courtiers. mp_t towards,

in, and, in a prostrate aytitude near ihe foot of his scat, suggested whas
they conceived hie uught o say: their aid, however, was incligctual; his
Highness could uot utler a connegted sentence. | At length his Woon, ar,
chiel minister, relieved him, by making an apposite reply. in his name.
Our enteruinment wis nearly the same as at the other princes., From hence,
we went £o the palace of the junior prisce, eutitled Pegahim Teckien; a title
derived from thie anclent city of that name, which is the seat of his govern-
ment. He seemed livetier than his brother; whom we had just left: and
kis Woon was 5 very veserable personage, On this eccasion e repast dif
fered in ene particalar fiom any wehad yetreceived ; a roust lowlwas intro-
duced, o doubt in compliment to us 3 und as their religion does not-forbid
them to eat meat, but only pmwhibits the shaughter ol animals for: the puir-
poses of food, there wis oo crime in the act of serving it up to us, orpartak-
ing of it themselves s the only question was, hiow the bird came to be de-
prived af life? to wiich, so doubt, an exculpatory answercould have been
g,m:m This, however, was.amatter which it did not become us a discuss;,
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it was certainly a handsome und liberal testimony (ol their desire o pro-
vide what they thought would be agreeuble eo their guests. - 0
I -addition to the-band of daneing zirls thay pevformed  here for onr
amusement, theve were two comediuns, who vecited passages, and exhi-
bited various distortions of cotntenante; but they were far infeyior to the
inisnirabile performer we hud seenat Pegue. 0 1000
Having nished our- introductory visits 1o the difforent members of die
royal family, we hud now leisure to gnlify curiosity, by viewing whatever
thecapital contuined, thatwus most deserving thenotice ofstrangers! Theday
not being Jir advanced|we walked from the palsce of the prince of Pegalin,
to see the Piedigaut Tiek, or royal library: it is sitvated at te nortl-west
angle of the fort, in the centre of 2 count; paved with broad Hags, and close
to a very handsome Kioum| or monasiety: Before we entered the library
we ascentled the Kioum, and found ‘the inside correspoud with the ex-
ternal appearance;; the building wus spacious and vichly gikdeds the pil.
lars, the ceiling, und the pannels were entirely covered witl gold leal;
and the image of Gaudma shone with brilliunt lusire. A balistrade of
wood; mimutely and beautifully curved, protected the image from intruders.
On the pannels of the walls, were represented figares of inferior agents of
the divinity, and of prosizate Rlinhaans in the act of devotion: these were
all shaped in fret-work in the wood. and were of 110 contemptible workman-
ship; awell wrought foliage o e same, bordered the pannels. Theimage
of Gaudma, in this Kioum, was Jarge, und made of marble; it was seated on
a biroad pedestal, entively gilded ; in front of which, within the balustrade,
stood 2 handsome girandole of cut ghiss, of European manifacture: near
the image, was a gilded couch; which; we wereinformed, was the customary
bed of the principal Rhaliaan; or bead of all the Birman priesthiood, when
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he chose to pass the night inthe fort, which rarely happened. . It was splet-
didly gilt 5 the bottom, .hurm;m‘mly a bare board ;. pillows were not
wanting ;- there were twoj but they were made of woad. A mat spread oo
the Hoor, i the highest Juxury ol repase, in-which the Rlahaans indulge. -

From the kiown we proceeded 1o visit the adjacent fibrary 3 it is a-lavge
brick building, ruised ona lerrace; and covered by a rool of yery compound
eovueture. T consists of anesquire oot with dn enclosed virando, os
gallery,surrounding it: this room was locked, und as we had not brougi
a special order for seeing ity the person who had the cure of the library
said st liewas o it liberty tovopen the-doors, but assured us that there
was nothing in the inside different From wist we might sec in the virando,
where a numbir of lurge chests, curipusly: omamented: with gilding and
japan, were ranged in vegular order; against the wall. 1 counted filty, but
tsere were many more, probably ot less tham a hundred: . The books
were tegularly clissed; and the contents of gach chest, were written in
gold etters ot the lide  The: librarinn opeaed two,, il shewed me same
very beattiful writing on ihin lesves ol dvory, Use margios e which
were trmamented with Howess of guld, neatly exccuted. Bsaw also some
books written in the ancient Palli, the refigious text. Every thing seemed
to be arsanped with perieot regularity, and ] was informed that there were
bioks upon (livers nubjmstmur:m.divinit}'t_lmn on any other ; buthis-
wry, music, medicine, painting, and romance, had their sepasate (reatises.
The: volimes were disposed underdistinct heads, regularly numbered;
andd il all the other chestswens s well filled, s those that were submitted
16 our inspecsion, it s hot tisprobable, that his Birman Majesty mity pose
\cxn u ove timesous-library il any potentate from the banks of the
Danube, to the borders of Ghina: |
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It was late when we retumned home, and our repose was disturbed by a
renewal of the noises which the Chiness were accustomed to make s they
sountled all night on loud gongs, the funeral knell of the departed ems
bassudor, uttering at intervals horrible cries and lamentations. One of the
moirmers imitated with his voice, the howling of a dog so natusally, that
all the curs belonging to the boat people, and the Cassay' huls in our
neighbourhood, joined in the chorss.  Our proximity to these personages
poved to us a source of great molestution.

About 1his time a ludicrous circumstance happened, which only de-
serves nolice, as it tends to illusirate the character of the people, and
shew to what an abject state; despotic iymanny can debase the human mind,
The Engy Teckion, or prince royal, took a pleasure in collecting foreign
beasts; wmong others, he lhad procured mule goals from almost every
country ‘of the east. A flock ol these, consisting of ‘more than thisty, were
sent 10 feed on thie borders of the: lake; near our dwelling: we happened
to have ithree or lour she-goats, thit had been brought from Bengal, for
the sake of their milk. Allured by the bleat of the lemules, the whole
flock of males one might broke through the paling, and made a foreible
irraption into our ourt; the suddenness of the attack, at-such an hour,
surprised ns oot a litte 3 Tgot up, and ordered the Birman. guards that
were posted at the gates, to drive them away, which they attempted to do
by sheuting at them, but without any effect, as the animals, some of which
were very lange, had now become furious, and alter highting. with each
other, began to rush through our houses, 1 then desired the Birmans to
make use of sticks, but this they positively refused, saying that the gosts
were ** praws,” or lords, meaning that they were ennobled by belonging
to the Prince, and that no person dared, on dny account, offer mjury o
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to them § having no other aliernative, wé armed our servants and the sol-
diers with large bamboos, who subdued these troublesome invaders, though
not withour much difficuliy; and some risk, whilst 1he Birmans lifted up
their hunds and eyes- i astonishment 2t ﬁui'mm-!:y the Praws, how-
ever, were severdly beaten.  Having at length got “rid nﬂh-r.mq Jretumed
ko rest, and heard oo more of the maller, ' -
The-intense heat of the ttu'eb-dh}-s;,~gpmiiin the formalitics ﬂf‘ﬁﬁlfﬂg.
the princes, made me postpone any further cevemonials until the 6th of
(e mouth (Septetnber), which day was appointed to pay our respects to
the Seredaw Poundagee Praw, or the sirch priest of the Birman empire:
in the mtermediate time 3 difference: of opinion arose; in regard to the
etiquette of compliments, in which I'did not think myself at libésty to de-
part from what T considered an attention due to my public dhiracter.
The grand ruling council of the Birman nation has ulready been de-
seribed as consisting of four chief members, entitled Woongees, and four
Jumior members, called Woondocks, between whom there is a wide dispy:
rity of ranke  The pluce of third 'Wnnngeu was vacunf, and ﬂpjunior
bears: very small comparative impurtance with the: two seriors, who, in
fact, gover the empire.” These personages Whose power' 16 s gréat, pos:
sess a corresponding degree of pride; Lhe governorsof provinces are in their
esteemt men of Hitle consequence, and ure often treated by these ministers
with excessive arrogunee, whicl is nol splely confiied to those, whose siiu-
ation and expectations place thewm it a state of dependence, but i indiserf-
minately exiended 1o ull; nor could 1 liope t be exémpted from receiv-
ing a share in common with othes. T was informed, that after p:;ing
my pespeets o the royal family and the:Sereduiv, it was expected that 1
shuuld wail 'on the two sefior Woongges; and nﬁ:r them in person the
3D



380 EMBASSY TO AVA.

customary presents. | observed b answer, that I bad no objectiin to pays
ing these ministers n mark of uttention by e trifling prescnt wlhich usage
huel established 3 but to wait on them at their houses, nnless | received-an
assurance that my visit would be returned, was a coremony 1 begged leave
t decling. This intimation 1 imaging wis rather 3 disappoiniment to
them, as much pains were taken 1o induee me to/alier my resolutions: I
howeyer refused to concede, but T offered to mect them st the house of the
Maywiion of Pegue, a propoesal front which they dissented, remsrking,
that 1o yisit me, wonld be more eligible than 10 go o the Maysvoon’s house,
I replied Phat vur larmalitics were not less striet tian theirs, and thay |
could no move relinquish my.claim to the respect due to my public station,
than' they ‘conld déscerd fror (lieir elevation, and saw o remedy e
less they themselves chose - apply that; which was in their ows power.
and which they must be sensible 1 hada right 1o require.  Finding that
I'was not inclined to yieldsthey requésted, il I' could ‘not visit, them in
person, that 1 woakl dllow. the vther gentlemen to: pay them the complis
ment; g desire to which 1 readily acceded, ux well from 2 wish 4o open'a

channel of communication, ss to mmnifest on my purt @ conciliaory dispos
sitio.  “Mr. Wood and Doctor Buchanan | obligingly made wo objection s
1 therefiire answered i the gendlemen winld wititon them, winl expressed
my regret that T was diprived of thie sume pleasure,

During this mterval of rest the Governor of Bumoo fmqutuﬂ)r Favorrred
me with 3 visit, his business bringing him dmuwdmlp to- thu: residence of
the Cliinese. By his desinapT sent them mnﬂlhzlunu of condalence, witls
a piece of conrse whlite musling whicly, it scems, is (he etignutte on such
sccasions. On 6ae of these days the Bamoo Governor brought with him
the chart of his journey to Pekin, a5 be bad™ormerly promised; it was
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delineated in & curious manner on a sort of black paper commonly used by
the Birmans, on whick they write with 2 pencil, made of steatite, or soap-
stone.. The places were distimetly marked, bui not having any scale, the.
measuremnent was extremely confused, and so dispraporticnale, that it was
impossible. lo judge of distances with any degrez of precivion. We could
Bowever trace his progress through the Chinese dominions in the Jesuits
map (it is prefixed to du Halde's account of China.

On the day appointeg for our visit lo the Seredaw, we ook imx u
seven i the morning, and, attended by our usual retinue, crossed the lake;
one df the surviviog Ghinese also accompanied us. Baba-Sheen, the Shaws
bunder of Rangoon, and some Bifman afficers, met us oo the opposite bank,
where our elephants were waiting,  When we approached the causeway or
liridgze, instead of crossing ity we turned to the left, and procesded clase to
the ditely, parallel with the west fzce of the fozt, till we came to the north-
west angle. At this place the river approachys so near o the walls ss o
render @ continuation of the ditch. impracticablo; we then went along the
nortl side, passing on our left a tandsome kiowm, crawned with a gilded
plusatli o spire, which we were told liad been erccted by Mmiaw Praw,
the vererable ludy whom we hud visited. On-arriving at the porth-east
corner, we obseryed atsome distance on the plain, another religious edifive
of distinguished splendor, it was dignified by the title of Kioumdogee, o1
royal convesit, where we were informed ti the Seredaw or chief priest in-
tesnled to receive us, and notal h:i usual residence, which wits ata Kiown
dhout two miles farther.  The articles 1 designed Lo present to lim, having
been sait forward to lis costomary :_ibod;. we wore obliged to wait in an
adjoining house smtil they could be brought back= Being prepared, wi
weee conducted inlo u spacious courd, surrounded by & lughe brick wall,
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in the centre of which stood the kioum, an edifice nog less extyordisary
from the stile of its architectiiros tiam magpificent from its ornumeuts, und
from the gold that was profusely bestowed ou every part. It was composed
cotirely of wood; and thie roofs, rising one alsve auothes in lyve distin
stories, diminished in size as they advanced in heigli, eacl pool being sur-
rounded by a comice. uriously carved and richly gilded. The body of the
b-l.lildi%. clevated twelve feet o the ground, was supported-on Luge tim-
bers driven o the eavtly afier the nynnes of prles, gf which there were pro-
bitbly 150 to swtain the imimense weight of ghe supesstuetuse. Ounsscending
the staiss, we were not bess pleased thas sarprised, a the splendid appearance
which the lnside displayed ; & gilded balustrade, famtastically earved in-
to varions shapes and figures, encompassed the mitside of the plitiem,

Within this, there wasa wide gallery that comprebended the entire cirewit of
the building, iniwhich tmany devotees were stretched prostrate on the fuor,
A mner miling opened kg 2 noble luldl, supported by colonnudes of lofiy
pillars; the centre row was at least Bty fest high, avd gilded from the stun-

mit to within four feet of the base, which was lackered red. In the middle
of the hall there was « gilded partition of open fatticed work, fifieen or
twenty feer high, which divided it lntg twa pasts, from northi to south.. The
space between the pillars vavied from twelve to sixtenn feet, ane the niim-
ber, including those that supported the galleries, appeared to be not fewer
thun one hundred, whicli, as they approsched the extremities, diminished in
height ; the omtermost row nut exceeding flieen feet.  The bottom of these
was cased with shect lead a5 defence Against the weather, A masbc
image of Gaudma, gilded, and sitting on a gokden throne, was placed in
the centre of the pastition; and in front of he idol, leaning against one
of the pillars; we bebeld e Seredaw sitting ou a satin carpet. He was
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encompassed by 4 circle of Rhuthaans, from whom be could be o other
wiys distiiguished, than by his preserving an emcct. position whilst
the others bont their bodies i an attitude ol respect, with their hands
joined in a supplizating manner.  On entering the ball, the Birmans and:
the Cliitiese, who seoompanied us, prosirated themselves before the figure
of Gaudma, slier which they kneeled dows and made their reverence -
tha Seredaw, touching the gmuw:l with thieir lﬁf&hﬂaﬁh whilst w::.lnﬂl:
otir $eats o fine miats, that were spread st -3 little distance from bim. He
received ng with much politeness; und in his looks and semeanour affected
more fiveliness and complaisance, than uny of the fraterity I had hitherto
scen. His appearatice denotéd him to be about forty yearsof age j not mea-
gre snd austere s they generally ave, but b and joculir. | presented to
him my offering: which consisted of & picee of yellow clody, the sacerdotal
colour ; some sandal wood, und 2 few wax amdles covered with gold lcak
He asked several qucstions respecting England, such as ow long the voy-
uge usmally was from thence to India: being tald this, he olserved that we
were an extraordinary people to wandes so Etr-imm howe. I noticed the
magnificence of the kipum: he replied, that such sublunary matters did not
atteact hisattention; e was on earth bul as a hermit. | desived hispruyers;
hie said they were daity offered up for the happiness ol all munkind, bot
that he would recomitient s, to the particular protection of Gaudma. He
madi Some observations on our appearance, which I did not understund,
and he even smiled ; o relaxation very ariusial in 3 Rhalaan. We retired
without ceremeny, and mounting our elephants, proceeded ulong a wide
road léading to thie porthward, which soon brought us to un extensive plain,
that seemed to stretch in an uninterrupted level, to the Joot of 4 ringe of
mountains, ten of twelve miles distant. Tlie soil was a poor clay; and the
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pasturage indifferent. We saw at a distance some fields of grait, and under-
stood that capacions reservoirs had been constructed with great labour and
expence; by order of the king, in the vicinity of the mountsing, which ensbled
the inhabitants of the low countries to waiter their grounds, and reader the
earth productive in a season ol drought. Several kioums and villages sere
scattered over the plain; but'when we had advaneed about two miles, reli-
gious edifices increased, beyond our pam-iu calculate the number. The Brst
that we entered wis eatled Knebung Kioum, or the Kionm of Immortality,
[rom the centre vl whiclivose a royal Piasath, o the height of 2 hundied and
filvy IEM ¢ the roofswere of the customary complicated structore, one abiove
another. This was the pluce where the embialined bodies of deceased Sere-
daws are kiid in states the building rested on a temmace of brick, and was
ot elevatéd on pillars, as Kisums and dwelling-honses wsuully are.  The
ball was very handsome, about soventy feet square, surrounded by a wide
gallery 5 the ' roof :\'ns sustuined by Ahirty-six glld-ud p-i[h]'ﬂ.-‘ the central -
forty feet in height.  Mats were spread in different: parts for the repose of
the Rialaans, and on cach wis placed a land pillowe; there was alsom tray
containing books on the duties of Rhalmans, on religion, and he (s of
religious worship.

Having rested heve [or @'short time, we next visited the Kioom, which
wits the ordinary residence of the Sereduw,  This bullding fag excesded, in
size and splendour; any we hud biefore seen; und is perhaps the most mag-
uificent of its kind in the universes it is constructed entirely of woud, and
resembled in the style of ity structure and ormaments, that in whicl we
hiiid an interview with the Seveduw, bue was nmuch more spacious and Jolty.
The numerous rows o pillurs: sone of them sixty feet high, nll of which
were covered with bursished gilding, had wonderfully splendid effect: i
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would o difficult to convey, either in language or by peadil, 4 adequate
description of this extriordimary edifice. The boundless expendituse of gild-
ing on parts exposed to the weattier, aswell as in the inside, cannot fil v
impress 2 strauger with astonishmont, at the richness ol the decorution,
although Ye miny not approve of the taste: with which it is disposed 2 1
could st have farmed in-my imagination a display more strikingly magui-
ficenit: | This Kioum was also divided by & panition, which separated it in
the middle from north to soutli. There was 2 small room on one side,
wnade of gilded boards, which we were told wus the bedchamber of the
Beredaw. Mats were spread on the outside lor the attendant Rbaluang,
The figure of Gaadma was made of copper, and’ m&uupem glmnduhuf
cut-glass steod before his theone.

l.:amgthtihlﬂllhug;ﬂupmacd throughmany mmmdnd withsmaller
remplesand Kioums. Several gigantic imuges of Rakuss, the Hindoo demon,
half beast, half hewan, made of brass, were shewed 10 us, as ‘compusing #
purt of the spoils/of Arracan. From these wewere conducted Lo 4 magnib-
cent temple whichiis execting for theimage ol Gasidma, thiay was brought from
the same coamtry. The idol is mude of polished bross, ahoul ten feer bigh,
arid sittitg in the usual posture, on a pedestal within an arched recess!
the walls are gilded, and adomed with hits of ditferent coloured mimrors,
disposed with much tuste. Peculiar sanctity’is uscribed to this image, and
devoteds resott fram cvery part of the empire, o adore the Arsucan Gaod-
i, which is not exposed at ull hoars, to the view of the yulgar. The doors
of the recess are only opencd when persons of particular consequence
come b0 visit it, o at stuted times, to indulge the populace. As we ap-
proched, # crowd of people thronged afier us with tumltions enthusiasme,
striving for admittanice to affer up @ prayer to thris brazen wepresentative of
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the divinity. We soon turned from these wretched fanatics, aned the ol
Ject of their stupid adoration, 16 view the noble Piasath, or royal spire,
that crowned the building; and autracted much more of otr attention: and
respect, than an image, from which even the stuttary could chaim 5o praise.
The spire rose in seven sepurate stages, above the roof of the Kioum, and
the gold leaf, which lud recently bees upplied, glistening in the Sunibeams,
reflected a Urilliant lustre.  This temple, with ‘its auxiliary buildings,
which are yet in an unfinished stute, will, when completed, be the mos
elegant in the empive, though perhaps not so spacions as that which is
the present residence of the Seredaw.  From hence we were conducted 1w
what is called the Chounda, or pluce for the reception’ and repose of stran-
gers, who come from 2 distance to offer up their devotions. It commitni-
cates on the noyth side with the great temple, and is also avery beuutilul
specimen of Birman architecture; it compreliends five long galleries sepa:
rated by colonuades, each consisting of thirty-four pillirs, or 6o hitin-
dred and four-all togethers the two central rows were shout twenty-five
leet high, bui the external ones did ot exceed lourteess ; they were
painted of & deep crinson grownd, enlivened by festoons of gold feaf,
encircling them in @ very fanciful and pleasing manmier, and in 3 style
much more conformable to Enropean taste, than an wrrvariesd surfiice of
gold:™ The ceiling likewise was cmbellished ‘With & profusion of curved
wark, execnted with: great labour und minuieness. Measuring by our
steps, we judged the length 1o be five bundred and seventy:six foet,
and the breadth of ench distinier gallery about twelve; the centril rather
wider than those on either side. A low miling extended along the outer
pillars, to prevent improper persans and  dogs, from defiling (e place,
It is built upon » terrace of brick, elevated three feet from e ground
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the fioor is made off Chupam, or fine stucco, composed of lime; pounded
that shines like murble, Qur conductor informed us that this sdifice lad
beer lately crected. at the sole expence of the senior Woongee. [t certainly
reflects credit on the projector, and is an ornament to the country,.

The heawnl the day, which had now attained its greatest force, and out
hay ing been it constant exercise from seven in themorning till two o'clock
in t e aftemoon, rendered a place of repose extremely acceprable; and here
we @it only resied ourselves, but likewise [ound a plentiful collation: pre-
prred lor us,  Our conductoes, aware (hat the attention of strangers conlid
not - fail o be mggged. for some hours, by such a muliiluﬂcl of new and
srikeing abjects; thought it would bemore prudent for us to wait undes
the shade of this hospitsble rool till e allernaon, than expose ourselyes
unrrecessasily, toa buming san. We had brooght with us, at the instance
, of our friends, wine, bread and butter, and cold fowl, 1o which the Shaw-
burneler bead added 2 tureng . of excellent vermicelll soup, and 3 wolerable
good piltaw.  We sat down to our repast about two o'clock, and afier it
was fnished, continued to recling upon our mats until evening, fnned
by @ cool and refreshing breese from the west, whilst we conversed, and
contemplated the scene around. Thecrowd of people, whom: the novelty
of ourappearance had collecled, were neither intrusive nor troubilesome.
On such ai occision, in most other countries of the East, it is probable that,
froma the prejudices 'of bigotry, we should not have beeu sulfiered to depart
withiouy vecelving some insult; or remarking some indication of contempt;
but  here, notwithstzmding we entercd their most sanctified recesses, we
were every where treated with uniform civility. The presence of those
who accompanied us had doubtless some influence in commanding the awe

1 8 E
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of the multitude; and if their respect was owing to this motive, it speaks
highly for the state of their pulices but 1 am inclined also 1o give them
credit for a disposition naturally kind and benevolemt,

In the aficroon we retwrned home by the sume road that we came, and
our attestion being less engaged than in the moming, we bad, & betier op-
portanity (o judge of the form and extent‘of the fortress, as we pessed along
the north side, from one end 1o the other,”

The fort of Ummerapoora is an exact square: there are lour prmﬁl‘pa'l.l
gates, onc inthe centre of each face; thers is also a smaller gate on each
side of the great gate, equidistant between jt amd the angle of the lort,
comprizing twelve gates in all. At cach angle of the fort there is a large
quadrangular: bastion, that projects comsiderably, There are also eleven
smuller bastions on each side, including those that are oves the gatewiys.
Between eich of these bastions is extended a curtain about two hundred
yards Jorig. From this calculating, a side of the fort occupies two thousand
four lundred yards; the Birmans, however, called it lour thousand nine
hamdred royal cabits, which 1 conceive to be an exaggerited account,
Every bastion and gateway is covered by a tiled roofy supported on four
pillars of wood, 10 prevent injury from the lodgment of ain.

At each corner of the fort there is a gilded temple, nearly one hundred
fet in height, but so insignificant, comparatively, with those we had just
scen, as not 40 attract particulsy notice. -

We could perceive, from our clephants, the rool of & range of buildings
in the inside; parallel to the walls, and extending along ane entire side of
the fort, which our conductors said was the public granary: and store-
rOONs,

* See a plan of the fors o Ummerapeora it the Mip prefixed (o this work.
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We arrived at our grove half an hour after dark, wearied from the heat
of the wenther and the exércise of the duy, but gratified to the highest de-
gree, with the multiplicity and extraordinary splendour of the uﬁj#:ti we
had seen. Much as we hud heard of the magnificence of their mligicliun
niildings, our expectations had been more than fulblled,  The unbounded
expgnditare of gilding which they bestow on the outside of the ruoll, aswell
as within, must exhoust immense sums, [ was informed that the gold leaf
iv exceedingly pure, and bears exposure to the air for a long time, witheut
sullering injury. The size or glue used to make it adliere is called
Seeseet it is the juice uf the croton scbiferum, alier undergoing a cer
tain preparation. This- is the only mannmer in which & people, natu-
rlly frugal ind disimclined to luxury, seem to apply their superfious
wedlth,  I13s to be lamented that thely edifices are in general composed
of such a perishable material as wood, which, though of the most dursble
kind perbiaps in' the world, cannot last {or miny generations, or leave to
posterity 2 tnonumental proof, of the taste and magnificence ol the national
architecture.
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 CHAPTER XVIL

Reason tp hope for a prosperous Terminadion of the Embassy—imeet yilh
- stranuous COpposition—on what Grounds.—¥Fessel arrives al Rangoon
Jram Mawritius—News from Europe unpleasani—industriously propa:
gated.—Mr- Wooil visils the Woongees—polile Receplion—ranarkable
Circumslance—require to know kis Majesty's Pleasure—Day appointed
for the Delivery of Presenls Jrom the Birman King.—Conversation ol
the Lotov—Arrogance of e Birman Court—reselve to remonsirate—
uncivil Treatment—Mr. FWood presents a wrilten and solemn Declarg-
tion— Ferment caused by it — favourable Conelusion.— A Day ap-
pointed for our Reception by the King—Likeral Relurn of Presents—
different Arlicles —Proceed o lhe Palace—Introduction—Hall of Au-
dience—the King—his Dress— Person—Manner—Receive official Pa-
pers. in the Rhoom.— Formality in comveying the King's Leller,.—
Return.

WII.IL'E'I we were thus passing our time in amusement, and the indul-
gence of our curiosity, the more impartant intevests ol the mission yere
not forgatten. The council, 1 was hiformed, hiad held frequent deliberations
on some general propositions, which 1 had submitted with a view to assist
the mercantile interests of the two countries, and place commerce on i li-
beral and secure basis, 1 had reason given e to canclude, that my sugges-
thons had e with a fuvourable recoption, and 1 was likewise informed by

"
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an authority which I conceived to be competent, that it was intendled
to depute a Birman officer of distinction in an official capacity o Bea-
gal, there to confirm, on the part of his Birman Majesty, the good
understanding that was henceforth 1o subsist between. the. Court of Um-
merapoora, and the Guvernment General of India. Assurances of this
natyre, togéther witl the attention paid to our private accommodation,
induced me to hope for a fBvourable termination of the mission with
which 1 was entrusted.

1 however soon foutd, that the atainment of these ebjects; which were
abvintsly caleulited to bie of reciprocal advantage to British India und the
Birman cmpire, ‘was opposed by the indirect artifices of individuals pos-
‘sessing weight, whose interests might eventially be affected: by any inno-
vifion, and who on that account sedulously fomented ! jealousy’ wned is-
frust, 1 likewise learned that the pride of the court kiad heen carly awak-
ened, by 2 representation that the government of Bengal being provineial,
and the Covernor-Genersl, frony whom T desived imy commission; onlythe
subject of n king, it ‘would therefore be derogatory to: the Birman mo-
Garels, 1o treat on terms of equality with an administration that was subor-
dinale, or to correspond with any person beneath the dignity of's crowned
head. Ttis however doibtful whether tie Birmun court would have ma-
nifésted ils sentiments so unequivacally, as to draw from meat formal ex-
planation, had not ciroumstances subsequently vecurred, which served
strengthen its arrogance, and wwhich gave plausibility wihe representations
that had been faliricited tu mislead.

Matters were in this state; when advice ¢ame of the wrrival of a small
vessel a1 Rangoon; from the isle of France, under Birman colours, which
brought zn unfivourable account of the sitution of uffnies in Europe} ex-
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aggerating the disappointment of. the ullies on the continent 1o & total de-
feat; and adding, that-the Duteh and Spanfands having joined the repub:
licans, the wtter ruin of the English was not far distant. An obscure
agenty maintained at Rangoon by the French; transmitted this information
to a person’of some official impartance at the Bitmian capital, who imme-
diately promulgated it with an addition, that a powerful feet wis on ‘its
voyage from France 1o ludia; and, that four French ships of mwm
tritmphantly cruizing in the Dudian seus.

This intelligence, which was asserted with conhidence, was diligently im-
proved by the Armenian and Mussulman merelants, who insinuated tat,
if our present overtittes sprung not from treachery, they originated iu fear;
atthe same time renewiing a report, which has more than onee been clirvent,
of a combimation of all the powers of India to deprive Great Britzin of her
possessions. in the Eust, and to expel all Europeans fram those shores,
which they were represented to have first visited as merchants, and after-
wards nvaded as wsurpers. - Although the Birmans probsably did not give
implicit credit to the last mentioned rumour, yet the news from Earope,
co-operating with their own pride, determined them o persist in that ur-
rogant assumption of superiority, which had hitherto been manifested, ra-
ther in Lheir actions, than by their words,

On the 7thof September, Mr. Wool, m-mﬂbrmily with the Instructions
he received, waited on the two senior Woongees, accompanied by Doctor
Buchanan, and attended by a proportion of the public servants.  On his
return, he addressed an official letter to me, [ Appendix. No. 1) by which
it appears, that in his reception, no part of the respect due 10 Lis public
character was omitted ; whilst in the solicitude expressed for our persomal
wellare, theve was displayed the vefined politeness of a polished court, The
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conversation thas be held with the Woongees, was nevérthéless marked by
& circumstance, which served to ingdicate more pointedly the precise line
Uil was intended to be drwn..

On e day of mry public introduction at the Lotoo, it was an omission
too. remarkable to escape notice, that no enquiry whitever had been made
respecting the Gmrﬁmm:-Gn;ncml of India, nor in the conversaiions which
| altemvirds held with the severn] princes, was the same of the Governar-
General once mentioned by them.  Such however was not the ¢use al the
interview between Mr. Weod and the Woongees; these ministers enquired
particularly concerning Sir John Shore, and the younger Woongee desired
to be iqu'-m:d of the extent of the Governor-General's authority, which
implied, on his part, cither real or sssumed ipnomnce.  These questions
also, as appears. [rom Mr: Wood's report; did not arise from the casual
suggestion of tie-moment, but were all preconcerted and methodically ar-
ranged ; e inlerances therelore (o be deduced Fom them, were grounds
on which Lmight form a judgment; they conveyed something move thin
a presumption, of the real sentiments entertuined; respecting the delegating
anthority under which Facted,

There being no plausible pretext for zny longer delay, T pressed the
Woongees to inform me what  liis Majesty’s pleasure was, regording the
several points which 1 had submitted to his council, and intimated the ne-
cessity | was under of obeying the orders of my bwa government, by re-
turning -as speedily, as wus consistent with tho objects lor which 1 had
beess deputed.  In reply to this application, T wis apprized that the pre-
seuts, which his Birman Majesty designed to seud to Bengal in return for
those he had received, would be prepared on the 19uh of September, on
which day, il I would come to the Lateo,they shoald be delivered to me 5



mratters of business might e discussed, and I might bx on whatever day |
thought proper to depart.

Wil this desire 1 willingly scquiesced, as affording: me an opportunity
of requiring to know his Majesty’s real sentiments, a5 well as the motives
that an their part gave rise toa canduct of so mysterious & nature,

Nothing passed in the interval, except that L received dntimation through
2 private and respectable: channel, that the court, although no objection
would be formally stated, had come to a decided resplution of considering
me as 4 person deputed from 3 provincial and subordinate power, and not
as the representative of an equal and sovereign state ; and that in pursu-
ance of this estimation his Mujesty did not intend o honowsme with a
personal audience of leave.  OF the truth of this information I had no
reason (0 doubt; but before T took any measures to undeceive the court
in 2 public mauner, 1 deemed it expedient to haye an assumption so
hnughty and impetious, verified by the highest authority.

On the 18th of September, | proceeded to the Lotoo, where I arrived
about twelve o'clock; and found the council ol state already assembled ;
the ministers and the attendant officers being all dressed in their robes, and
cips ol ceremony. A few minutes after we lad tuken our seats, the pre-
senls were brought, consistitig of thice large boxes, covered with red
cloth, and two elephant’s teeth of considerable size.  These 1 was desired
o recetve in the name of the Birman king, for the English government ;
at the same time, (wo large rings were presented 1o me ; one a single ruby
set in gold, the other a sapphive, which Twits requested to awceepl as a per-
sonal token of his Majesty's favour: 2 ring was also given to Mr. Wood,

and another to Dogtor Buchanan, When this ceremony was ended, |

addressed myself i the Birman language to the Woongees, and desired o
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know whether there were any reasons thiat applied o my situation, which
had induced his Mzjesty to declipe honouring me with o persoual andi-
ence, which compliment, I wnderstood. was usually) paid by their court
10 the deputies of all soversign stafes.  To this interrogation Lreceived an
equivocal reply 3 und on repeating it, they persisted in retuming an eva-
sive wnswer. 1 thew desired (0 be informed, whethen or not it was bis.
‘Majesty's inteution o receive me i person, bélore my depariue; as lfl:
representative of the Governor-General.  This gquestion they suid thay
could not answer; not knowing his Majesty’s pleasure. Fallerwardsashisl
whetlier the king preserved his intention of sending an suthorized peson
from his court to Bengal, as had been intimated to me, bywhat Leonceived
to be competent authority, and whether the suggestions, which | had sub-
. tnitted for the advancement and protection of commerce; had been taken
" into consideration::  These several points, they said, were then ander dis-
cission, and would be speedily determined ; they uequainted me ab the
same time, that il Lwould fix on any precise period for my departure, the
necessary papers and letters should be prepared, and defivered to me two.
days previous to my setting oul. | mentioned the 3 of October 5 they
replied that the letters should be in readiness by what [ understood to be
the 1st-of October ; but by some misapprchension was the 30th of Septem-
ber ; adding their hape that-Iwould come to town on the 28th of Scptem-
ber, the unniversary of Sundaing guite; a day on whichall the nobility
pay homage w0 bis Majesty. To their invitation I answered, that my
liaving that hanour; must depend on circumstances ok yet ascertained,.
This iiterview left me liitle room o daubt of the estimation in which
(hé Birman court held my public character, notwithstanding it was
fudyed advisable, from motives of policy, (v avoid making any direct
3F
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avawal of such seutiments; | Proceeding upon this plan. they concesled all
their acts 3ol determinutions with a veil of ambiguity, which it sonetinies
wus extremely difieuls 10 penetrate.

Pride; the chief actuating principle of this arrogant court, was the source
ta which its conduct, in every trsaction of a public wetere, might ulti-
mutely b traced. The first object of their government is to iingress on the
minds of the people, the most reverential awe of tlieir owy sovereign, whose
greatness Ihﬁ:y-:dﬂ oot admil (o be :etp.m."ud by that of any mounarch upon
earth,  Without atempting to diminish their venaration for their own
pringe, it became my duty, from the mude thut wis adopted in the display
of his consequence, o acquaint the ministers iy terms which could not be
misconstrued, that there was another power, at no great distance, which
would not readily subscribe (o its own inlericiity, or adwll of any act in
its negotiations witl pther states, witich might cither express or Imply an
assumption ol superiority., It became uecessary 1o infomy them, that the
Covernor-General of India was not, in his relation to their court. or to
that of any other eastern potentate, a subordivate provincial officer, but a
persorage in whom sovereign authority, oven a widely exended empire
was ellicicatly vesied; thiat, ss the representative of such autliogity, 1 held
an h'.d‘mpmablemiaim to whistevar considerution was granted to ihe minis-
ters of other mations; snd that the withholding 4, would be sccounted an
incivility so great, as probubly (o prevent the English govertiment from
making sny future advances, foe e estublisliment of a fiendly and confi-
dential intercourse:

Torconvey & truthyuot Joss important for them 10 kow, than incumbent
on me (o declare, T determined. to address a leter 1o the principal Woon-
gee and the couneil of state, expressing my dissaisfaction at the conduct
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which the Birman court hadl thought proper to observe in regard (o my
publlic cliaracter, to require an explanation of those points, which compre:
hended the objects of the embassy, and to dematd thit 1 should be 1=
ceived wid acknowledged by the King it person, 4s the representative of
an equul and sovereigh state.

Had there even been room lelt for me to hesitate upon the adoption of
thia step, the following circumstances, which oceurred immediately after
my interview with the Woongees at the Lotoo, would have decided me, in
making  public declsration of my sentimenits on amode of beliaviour which
exceeded even their usual exteat of official arrogance, and fell Littls short
of personal indignity.

The custom, which itnposes un obligation on'a forcign minister, to pay u
mark of respect by a trilling present to each member of the royal family
(o wham le is introduced; has nlready been noticed : this cotpliment 1
offered in person to the several princes on the days ol my p:t;anzﬂun,
and. in order (o nianifest that it was not my desire 10 withhold any atter-
tiom, consistent with my siluation to grant, soon afier the visits of ceremany
were ended, | had directed my Moonshee, or Persian secretiry, 1o wait on
cach/of the minisiers and the pﬂnupal afficers of the court, and reques in
my tenne tier sceeptance of some rarity, the produce of Europe or of In-
diw. The gift 1o each individual was very trifiing, 4 few yards of Eurepean
broudd cloth, i article of cut-gless, a piece of Bengal muslin or of silk, was
recuived as & polite and' handsome testimonial of a [endly disposition
These civilivies, [ was informed, were, by a special mandite; ordered (0
be returned by every person, to whom the aitentiog, bad been shewn, in
some production of the Birman country, mnd of value equal to what had
Lme:!'1 bestuwed,
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It being expected that 1 should wait en the royal princes to receive
in persor the remuneration they designed (o make, lor the, presents they
had obtained, 1 sent. on the 2ist of September, 2 message to the Engy
Teekien; to acquaint him ihat, if it suited his convenience; 1 would pay
my respects to him the following day, or posipone my. visit to uny other,
he might think proper to appoiuts 1 likewise dispatclied & messenger with
wsimilar potificatlon to the Prinee of Preme.  From the first [ received a
civil reply, excusing himself from sceing me on sccount of the indisposi-
tion of the grmfm, whn had Litely been brought to bed: but aeqn:untmg
me, (hat 1[ T chose 1o auend, the presents for the English government
would be delivered to me in the Rhoom of bLis palice, or to any person
whom 1 might appoint ta receive them. 1 replied, that being debarred of
the bonour of secing him, I would depute Mr. Wood to uccept his.presénu
in the name of e Governor-General of India: from: the Priuce of Prome
1 had not the hanowr of an answer.

On the 22d, Mr. Wowdd waited on the Engy Teckien, and was received
with much civility st the Riivom by his ministerss the presents were for-
mally produced, and conveyed to-our residence by the pritee’s servints.
As the Prince of Prome had not relurned an answer 10 my message, |
imagiped that some misapprehension had occirred.  Being desirous of
appearing to pui the mast fyourable construction on every part of their
cenduct, T requesied Mr. Wood to send a messenger, when he went to
the house of the Engy Teekien, to apprize. the Prince of Prome thut he
meant afterwards lo pay his respécts to him. To this intimation was re-
turned what Mr. Wood considered a satisfactory reply s and as soon as
the first visit was ended, he proceeded (o the Prinee of Prome's palice,
where the treutment be received, was ﬂxlmmcly_ rude ; afler ninmiinz' for
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some time at the outer gate, exposed to the sun, he was informed that the
prince wits not at Homé. ' |

However deficient the members of the royal fumily might be in polile-
ness o me, 1 determined uot to suffer their example to mflvence my conduct
towards them, or to neglect any mark of deference, that was due to their
illustrious rank.  Meedaw Praw, the mother of the Queen, being 2 per-
sonuge venerable from herage, and dignified fFom lrer Wigh connections:
her behavionr also on our introduction having been distingaiished By alla-
bility and politeness, T was, for these rexsons, desirous of payipg such »
charaeter particulsrrespect ; antlwith that view sent a complimeniary mes-
sage to her,similar ta that which had been delivered to the twoprinces: she
returned, in answer, that the next day would be perfeetly cﬁmtﬁﬁnt to
her Tor my reception. 1 likewise intimated to the younger princes myinten-
tionof paying them a visit, to which¥ey replied by & verbal compliment..
Praw at the appointed hour, and wis reccived with sullicient politeness
by her Woon, or principal officer = there were several persons of ‘rank
assembled in the hall when @ entered.  After we had been seated about o
quiitter of an hour, a person came forth Irom the inner apariment, and
infiarmed us that the princess hud gone 1o the palace 1o sée the Queen bier
daughter; but would return in a few minutes. This I thought rather an
extraordinary step, as she hersell had detomingd the precise time when
I was to conrie. “These minutes, however, were p‘r‘ntm;‘te_:_i to an hour s in
the interyal, pawn, full and sweetmeats were served up, At lengily,
when her ministers pi‘.'rcﬁii'ed that my patience wis exhausted, umd 1
weatld walt no longer, amessage was déllveted to me from the princess, ex-
cusing ht:r appearance, on 3 plea of ndisposition: at the same time three
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nold tings, set with rabies wnd sappliives, and several boxes, handsomely
jupanned and paiited, were lvid belore me, and my scceptance of them
desired, A conduct murked by such deliberate impoliteness would. lave
justified retalistion on my part, by @ contempluous rejection of her pre-
sents; 1 however mefrained from any Frther indication of displeasure, than
withdrawing unceremoniously, without taking any notice of the boxes. or
sings, which were immediately couveyed 1o ary residence by hier servants.
Having reason to apprehend that the junior princes meant to) ehserve 3
similar Hise of conduct, 1 declined visiting them, but sent My, Wood to go
through (ke ceremoiy of culling at their separate houscs.  As was ex-
pected, he saw not oncof the princes, but was received by their Waoous,
who, though they carefully refrined from absolute rudeness, yel evinced
i their conduct the utmost anogance, under the cloak of aupcrcﬁinus
civility. . ]

Stch strange and unwarrantable insolence could not be measured by
any scale of true policy, and was hardly to be reconciled o reason or
commmon senve s+ nor could any part of their conduct be laxd to the account
of ignorance; for no people on carth better understand, or-more pointedly
abserve, the minute pusatilios of official fomm, No candid and determi-
nate reply conld beextotted fron them on any point in wihich: their vanity
was concerned = whit their court intended 10 concede; 1 understood. was
to e wranted, not as an equivaleni for reciprocal privileges on our purt,
but as @ boon, as an st of gratuitons- condeseension (o me, in' the cla-
ructer of a petitioner, beuring the wribute of homage from an inferior state:
Withoul the hardinéss to avow Lhese principles; which a sense of British

power, and the proximity of the country, probably suppressed, they ne-
vertheless acted upon them as an assumed fact, with a view o grﬂ.ﬂf‘y’
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their wn.pri:{:,- elude disagreeable explanations, and reap all the advan-
tages derivable from an mtercourse with British Indiiy to which they car-
tainly were fur from being averse, provided the correspondence could be
maintained upon their own erms.

I pursuance of my determination, I addressed the letter { Appendix,
No: 2.1 to the chiel Woongee and council of states and to give it all the
publicity that sucl a declanition ought to have, T sent Mr. Woed to deli-
ver it in person 1o the minister; directing him alterwards 1o wait_on the
two junisr Woengees, md apprize them formudly of my having written a
letter of such a temour.

Nur did | resolve on this measure without maturely considering the
effect It was likely tw produce, 25 well as the necessity in which it ongi-
nated. The court had evidently been embarrassed in the first stages of
the business; gnd was ymdetermined in what taviner to act's to/this irre-
solution 1 aseribe (he petty artifice of misinforming me in malters of fact.
Thie accounts from Enrope certainly had great weight inv influencing thetr
conduct, and those could only be discredited ‘by my helding higher lan-
guage than before: to have acquiesced in silence would have been con-
stried inte at least a presumptive evidence of our weukness, whilst the
slight ‘that was attempted 1o be cast an the suthority delegated to ma,
lefi no aliernative but 1o endeavour to remnve it by 4 temperate remon.
strance, sach as my letter wis intended (o convey, or tq:-dgdi'n: any fur-
ther camrﬁuuii:a;ib:ﬁ, and withtdraw without ceremony. This latter step
was not 1o be taken under any provocation short of persol injury, than
which 1 believe nothing was fatther from their intention. To enlince
heir own importance by the unworthy mode of lessening that ol others,
seemegd to be the sole molive that actuated them, and which, as: far
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‘a8 related  to 'the gwnrmnm that I mp\-umd i was d&rlrmrdmy
1o oppost- \ ¥

My letter was wtitten in the English and the Perstan kangaages:* the
imteryention of holidays prevented' the delivery of it before the o6th, when
M. Wood waited 'an the principil ‘Fma&, anil presented it in forms
I siteswards called upon the junior Woarigees, andl zequainted ‘them of
1us}|:wmg laid before the senior an address, which req‘tﬁmd their seriots

1 [

I imagifie that if (his explictt avowal of my sentiments, had been mode

'|3Féir’idusly 1 Our List-mentioned visits 1o the members of the royal family,

we should have had less cause to compluin of incivility. 'Such’ lnguige
['belicve was niof expected; the cotre hid assured isell that the stateof
e alfirs iy Exrope and it Tndia was so eritical, that we would wierate
yet greater arvogance ol manner, eather than hozard the intcrruptinu of

intercourse, and EiVE oUr enemics the adﬂnﬁge of un 'ﬂﬂﬂﬂt@. whiclt the

mative vanity of the Birmans, r:ude;m! thiem not unwill!ug; 10 overTale.

B Attt il o R ol Eokaien s
fener could not fail to be comyeyed, through the channel of cither of these languagss, 1o the
Birtian court. The Armenian un:rpmwufﬁhghﬂhwholmlq-cmthcgmm?ﬁtof h.u
fifle in the Birman country, wis 3 man ewinently qualified for the sk : he spoke, read, and
wioke Englid, superior to any person T ever ks, who had ate Been in Gesut Britdin: T
i & visgilar Bt thiar th frst version of the late Shr William Jones's T randlufion of thie In-
wtitoies of Hindgo Law, dhoubl be made in the Rirman Jsaguages Whest T srrived ot Ummees
podes, the Armonjan hiad jus compleresd the work, by commant of hiz Birman Majestys, Fhis
pizcumytance. Sirs i mean pml‘nl" tho fiberal and mlglmud policy of 3. prince, who,
supesios 10 gr.n:n] prejuilico, was w‘ﬂ]mg to seck for information through 3 :miium,hg whiuh
fow onlier matioms of the East will cotwlescend w:bcq:tdl'lmﬂdg: hwmhm:ﬁmﬂ ﬂm
sttalnment rdght prove fo thenrssis,
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Information was conveyed to:me, from u respegtable quarter, that the
feymentation which my remonstrunce excited in the council of the Latoo,
was by w0 means modesate; the Woongees. I was Lold, ywere divided in
their. opinions: the discussion contmued tll welve o'clock on the night
of the £7th, when the resalt of their deliberations was laid before the king.

Whatever might have been their separate sentinients, the ultinate deci-
sion was, temperate and wise. T yus apprized, late oo the evening of the
281k, by 2 verbal communication from the Mﬂ.}'ﬂ"wn of Pﬂgl.lc', that on
the day-appointed for the delivery of the reply to the Governor-General's
fetter, 1 should be formally received at the palice of the King, who would
grant me a personzl audience in the character to which I laid claim, and
that the propositions which I had suggested, for the regulation anid encou-
ragement of commerce, bad Jor the most part received his Mujesty's ap-
prabation.

1 Etllr&ﬁml-.ill answer, the satisfiction 1 felt from heuring 2 resolution o
credituble to themselves, bua added, that as the letter | had written, was a
public and solemn declyration, L should require maore thah a verbal us-
surance, before 1 could consistently subject myself, tox repetition of former
disappeintments, and requested that he would take the trouble to reduce
hits obliging message to writing; with this he readily complied by 2 short
note written in the Birman language.

The form of receiving the presents, which were brought to me as =
return for those that bad been given, oceupied a consideruble portion of the
fast days, One ol the three boxes, that had been sent by the King, cou-
wined amber i large picces, uncommonly pure; another, » mass of stono
of considerable size, in appearance resembling the chrysoprase; and the
ﬂurd a large and beautiful group of crystals, rising from a matrx ol

5 G
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amelfyst, i the fomh of prisms, mostly hexagonal or pentagonaly stightly
striated on Ue surfuce, und terminated at 'one énd by a pyramid composed
of thiree shomboidal Phines! Twas x'véry culionsyproduition'ofnuture; and
doubiless. Cortitiy lFomm siich 4 qitarter, must hve been uccourited of gress
valire. The present fram the Engy Teekien, conisisted of sixrubyndsapphire
ringg, two eliphantsteeth, several japummed boses; dndl threc horses, small,
fike all thosé which the Coutry pirodiices, bur extremely well formed 1o
were piebild, (o siatch in o carriage, and the othierwas a brighubay. | The
prinicipal quecn 1lso, whose tile is Nandoh Praw, and the second Quiecn,
called Myack Nandoh, sent their separate offerings.andadded o several rings
and specimétis of Jipitmied wate, some handsonve articles of plute, two karge
beetle boxes, ol embossed sitver, two trays und two drinking cups of the
same melal, te workmanshijs of which did ot sfford-a fayolmibke prool
of the skill of théit artists. Retributtory danations were now brought in
ttoublesame abundaiice, fom every individual to whont the smallét
gratification liud been given; and in' some fstances the retum G ex
coedid T value What had Been received iy liowse wis encumbered
with all sorts of Birman utensils in painted “and jepanned-ware; several af
which were 'in;r no meins ofy portahle sizeo 1 was also presented wilh
pieces of silk and cotton cloth. of differctt itensions and wuality;in
number not Tess thin ¢ighty or 1 hundeeds also elephants etk amber
Iwﬁmﬁ,ht into Beads; fifty or sisty pieces of plate formed inta beetle:bhoxes,
mugs, x}:?'luin:g pots and cups ; precious’ stomes o totstittited ' very
gerieral il chiefly rufies nd Sipyihires i thefr mitfive state; rudely-solin
gold. Y edeived it visions petsons, nerly o husndred of hese stons,
[i:xyl'df whicls hcﬂ:“i‘".’hh’:ﬁﬁ_[é.:tﬁhl@l-ﬂﬂﬂ?hf&emﬁmﬁmﬁ@m
by a lapldary, proved to fidvea very fine sater. - U mustnot, however,
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omit meutioning w bcantiful specimen of Rlagree, in a lurge silyer beetle-
Bk, which was presented to me by une of the Attaweons ; the worknan-
ship was minutely dolicate, and exquisitely finished, and in ordes to eubance
the valut of the gift, the danor, with a politetess. that ecould aut be sur-
passed in any: court, hud bis sitle engraven in English letters on the side
of the box: a complinment so handsomely conveyed, demanded my best
acknowledgments, and -1 regretted ::cwdu»glr, that the official -;hamctu:
whicls 1 eld; denied me the persony] acquaintauce of this minister, as well
ws of some others, whom I should have been happy, underany other cir
cumstances, to have caltivated. At
On the 50th of Séptenmber, the diy appainted by his Hmnan Mn;csty to
seiceive the English gentlemen in the: character of an imperial dr:pumieu,
we crossed the lake at ten o'clock in the moming, atiended by our custo-
mary suite, and sccompanied by Baba-Sheen and several Birman officers.
W entered the fort, s usuial, by thewestarn gate, when instead of passing,
as on former occasions, along the noith side of the euclosure of the pa]a.cc.
10 reach the street Jeading down Lo the Lotoo, we now proceeded round
by the soush, and sk this new direction observed many more houses, of
distiaguished structure, than by the other voute. Inour way we passed
thirough 2 short street, entirely composed of saddlers and hasaess makers
shiops. - On alighting, we were conducted into the Rhoom, to wait there
smitilthie Engy Teekien should arrive, which he did precisely at the hour
of twelve. Several Ghobwas, who were 1o be introduced on this day, had
eaken their seats in the Rhoom belore we entered ; each of them held a
pieceof silk or cotton cloth i his lup, designed, acconding tothe catablished
etiquette, a3/ propiliatory offering to_his Majesty; and on the cloily was
u:ﬂd 2 sancer, containing « small guantty of unboiled rice, whu:ll it

]
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seens 14 an indispensable part ol the ceremony. . The Birman custom
differs in this particular from e wsage of Hindostan = a person, on his
presentation at the imperinl court of Dethi, offers to the sovereign an odd
aumber of the gold cuit commmunly called Molaars, T s sven numbés being
cunsidered as inauspicionss but the eonrt of Unimesupoora, with o more
delicate refinement, never permits un oficring in'méney ¢ but requires from
a foreignersomething of the produce ulhis ooty and from asubject, some
anticle of mammfucture, . The donativn ol rice isnot. asdn lodia, when pre.
sentid by Brabniins 10 the incirnations of Vishiy, memt a8 an seknow.
ledigment of divincattributes, butis merely designed as 2 reeognition of the-
power oft the miotiarch, and an acknowledgment of the property of the
soil biing vesieal in bimg acouthwlsich is expressively declared, by offering
him its most usefisl production. During our continuancesin thie Rhoomy
tea was servedito us, snd when we advanced to the outer gate, we were
not olliged o, put off ourshves, but were péanitted (o wear theay until
we laul reached e inner inclosure, that separates the coust 6f the Lotoo
from-that of the royal palace, within which, not any nobleman of the court
is allowed to gowith Lis feet covered,. There i5 3 double partition waill,
diyiding the two conrts, witly aw ingervening space of ten'or twelve feet,
through aviich a gallery leads (i is approprinted exclusivély o theuse el
the King wwhen he chuses to prosidein persan: in the Lateo. ;

O entering  the gate: wo pesceivad the voysl saloon of eeremony in
front-of usy and the court assembled (in all the parade of pomp and de
coration- It was sm open hall, supported by colonnudes of pillars

* Mohor 72 corniipt natiy given by Tlirepeans 'w'(his eule, Adiurfis s proper |
Papedy lkewise, s2-applled to 2 cofe, is a0 illegitimate wont, of which mmM'
nothing, exeept on the authiarity of their conqueraps,
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iwenty in length, and only four in depthiz we were conducted  into it
by a Bight of steps, and advaiscing, woll our plices next tie spuce op-
posite 1o the tdivane, whicll 35 alwayy lelt vacant, as being m full view

of ins Majesty. On our eniramce, ihe basement of the throne, 33 atithe .

Latoo; was: alone visible; which we judged o be about Rve feet ligh ¢
folding doors scrzened the seat from our view. The-throne, called
Yazspalay, was richly gilded and carved ; on each side 3 smuall gallery;
inclpsed byu gill bulustade, exiended a few feet to thie right and left, ton-
taining four umbrellas of state; and off two tables, at (ke 'foot ol the
throne, were placed several lurge vessels of gold, of ‘various forms snd for
different purposes: immediately over the throne, a splendid pissath’
rose: in severl stages wbove the oofs of the building; crowned by a té, or
umbgella, from whiclh 2 spirall rod ‘was-clevated abéve the whole, 1 1

W hiad been seated'a linle more than 3 quarter of un hour, wlien the
foliling doors: that-concealed the seat, opened with a loud noise, and dis-

covered his Mujesty ascending o flight of steps, that Jed up 1o the thrad

from dlw foner apartment; he adviinced bt slowly, and seemed oot 10
possess  free wse of his limbs; being obliged 1o suppert himself with his
hands onthe balusteades. Fowas informed, bowever, that this appearance
of weakness, did not proceed frony auy bodily infirnsity, bot from the weighe
of the regal habiliments iy whicli e was cla; and il what we were fold
was tre; it he carvied on his dress hifteen viss, upwards of lifty pouhdds
avoirdupois of gold his difficulty of ascent was ot surprisig, On veach
ing fhe top be stood for 2 minute, as though o ake breath, and thien sar
diway ouan embroidered cushion witl his legs inverted. His crowniswas u

lr.igh.muic;llcap;ﬁrhl_rnluddnﬂ with preciotis stones § liis firgers were cover:
2d with rings, and in his dress he Bore the sppeinmice ol 4 mat, c.ufed n
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golden armour, whilsta gilded, or probiubily a golden, wing on each shoulder,
did not add much lighmess o his Bgure. I ouks detotsd him 1o be
Letween Rty and sixty years old, ol 4 sirong make, i slature rather be-
neath a middle height, with hard kestures and of » dark complexion; yet
the expression of hiscommtenance was not impleasing and seemed ) Lihoughe,
to Indicate an intelligent wdl inguiring mind

On the fist appearunce of his Majesty, all the courtiers bent their
bodies, and beld their hands jpinﬁl in an attitude of supplication. Nothiny
Garther was required of us, Uisn to leun & little forwasd, and to 1w dn our
logs us much as we could ; not any act being so unpalite, or coturiry to
cliquette; as Lo present: the soles of the feet wowards ihiec fuce of » dignified
person. Four Bramins dressed in white caps and gowns, chanted the usual
prayer at the [oot of the thyowe: & Nukhaan then advanced into the yacant
space hefore the King: and recited in's musical eadence, the name-of each
person who was 1o be introduced on that day, und the present of which,
in the charncter of & suppliant, he entreated his Majesty’s acceptance. My

olfering consisied of two ptmsel'ﬂ:n:ﬂgﬂ:! brocade: Doctor Bocliunan

anid My, Wood each presenied one.  When our names'were mentioned,
we were separately disired to take a few grains of rice’in onr bands, sud
joinin them, to bow to the King as low x4 we conveniently. could, with
which we immediaely complied. Wien this ceremony was fnishied, the
King uttered & few indistinct wonds; ta cmvey., ﬂlmm&ﬂcﬂ,nm
fnr nvesting soine persons present, with! the insignia of u certain dégreé of
vobility : the imperial mindate was instantly procluimed alowd by herlds
in the court, ]flin Mujesty remained only a few minutes longer, and during -
that tismg he lovked at us attentively, but ﬂdmhmmumwuhmy
verbal notice, or speak at all, except to give the osder before m;mmal
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When he rose to depart e manifested the same sigos of iulirmity as ot buis
entratice: alter ho had withdrawn, the folding doors were closed, and the
court broke up.

In descending; we took notice of two pieces of cannon, apparently nite
pounders, which were plitessl inthe court, on sither side of the stairs, t©
defend the entrance of the paluce, Sheds protected them from the weather,
and they were gilded all overs & royul cartiage also was in waiting, of
cnrious workmunship, and omamented with a royal spive; there was 2
i of hosses hurmessed to it, whose trappings glistencd in the sug.

We setsirned us usual to the Rboowm, where 1 understood that the letter
fram 1he King 1o the Goveruor Genesal ol ludia was to be presented (o
me, together with some other documents thit compfehended the objects of
the sthassy. Soon afier the members of (e royal fumily had ascended
tyelr elephanis, the expected letter wis brought from the Lotoe on a
tray, borne by a Nikhaan, iuclosed in a case: of wood japanncd and
covered with a scardet clotli. The mode of offiring it, was uot, I conceived,
quite so ceremoninus as the occasion scemed 10 require, and the officer
who was charged with the delivery, indicated a reluctance o say, that it
wis & letter fromithe King, 1o the Governor General of India. This cir-
cumistance produced some difficully, ss without being distinctly informed
w0 whom the. letter was directed, | declined accepting it. At leugth the
interpreter, finding 1 would not receive it on ather femms, delivered itin
4 switable muener, with u declaration that it was a reply from his Birman
Majesty 1o the lesier ol the Britisl Governor General of Indis, and thal
2 copy of 2 royal maadale was unnexed to it, granting to he English
ation, certiin viluable immunities and privileges of trade

-ﬁ:hi!ai we yure in the outer couet, or that in which Ui Lotoo is sitmated.

e
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we kad an opportunity of viewing -the immense picce of orduance found
in the fortress of Armacan, when cipturéd by the Engy Teekien, which
was alierwards conveyed by water 10 adomn thie capital of the congueror,
where itisnow preserved as a trophy, andis highly honoured, being gilded,
anul covered by iroof of a dignified order, Itis formed of bisss, rudely ma:
aufactured; the length is thirty feet, the diameter at the muzzle two and 2
half, and the calibre measured ten inches; itis mounted on a low truck car-
siage supporied by six wheels; near it lay a long rammer and sponge staff,
and we perceived several shot made of hewn stone litted to the calibre. It
is yemarkablo, that most of the spoils which had been brought from
Arracan were wade of brass ¢ the image of Gaudma, the lions, the demons,
and the gun, all transposted from thence, e composed of that metal..

The discussion, on the ceremony of delivering the letter, b-ci'ng ended, we
returnied home, proceeded by a Miouseree, or inferior secrelary, on liorse-
back, bearing in due form the royalletter, and dressed in his cap and gown
of office. When we had reached our residence, 1 immediately addressed
the chiel minister, to request an official translation of the letter in the
Persian language, alsv of the puper annexed io i, observing that as public
interpreters of that tongue, were appointed by the court, zod it being well
understood by several persons resident at Ummerapoora, a medium of
‘mm;mqmu]ﬂ never be wanting, which would b‘n equally intelligible
and convenient to their government and to mine. Within two days I re-
ceived a notification, that his Majesty had given orders to supply mo with
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thmﬂf official Paptrs —Frepare to depart. —C(linese Deputics—take
Leave 'preparatory (o lheir Return—Birman Books—sold clandes-
ctinely to Strangers.—A Man imprisoned.—Liberal Conduct’ of the
 Couri—Siamese Painter.— Bivman: Festival—the Court of the Queen
altended by all e Women of Rank—Illuminalions —Uitceremonious
Visit o the Engy Teshion—FEmbark on board our Boats—Helayéd—
Laiter from the principal Woongee lo"the Governor-General of India,
—MM Treatment suffered by ome of our People—1insolance of ‘the
Foliowers of the: Prince of Tongho.— Leawe Ummerapoorai—¥isit
Chgaing— Discription of the Fort—Odérua, or Pot Villuge—Kieock,
the great Manwfictory of Birman Idols,—Temple of Commaodoo Praw.—

‘ Fiveworks—Rotkets qf!xlrﬂﬂrdiﬁnrydfngﬁfudt.—-ﬂhugﬁnw Emt-
 porisan’ of Cotton—ancient Ava—Temple of Logathapoo Praw—shi
petidons Idal —Sandubt, or Eliphant Towr—Keenduem  River—
Wivkndoh.—Pesahm—Civility of tiie Miondogee, or Depuly Gaverray

- —ride o view th Riins—curious Temple—Art of turning Arches—
" lost by the Birmans —#Reack the Town of Sillah Mew, | Vg s flerg

Ti:r. mwnuuwu of holidays, Iﬂgt.lht:l' with the. un:n'mdnhlc d:l;y?. af

offide, protriacted thie delivery of the Persian translations unbil the 14th of

October; ‘on which duy the papers, properly authenticated; were brought

fram the Lotso, and delivered 10 me, by an officer of government.. In
: aH
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transiating these documents, Loarelully collated the Porsun veusion widk
the Birman original, which I was enabled to do by the assistance of pess
sons on the spot, who understoad both languages, and fbund the Persian
o bie as literal a transtation, as the different idioms sould admir.

The lerter of his Birman Majesty to the Govemnor-General (Ap_pcndix,
Na. L) is a curious specimen ol he extravagant plunseclogy of oriental
composition : a great part of it is the diction of the minister, which may
be considered as the preamble of the fetter. In this portion are enumerated
the royal titles, the honours conferred.on the British representative, and the
presents that were delivered ; it next details the heads of certain proposi-
tions, which I had mude with a view o advance the commereinl interesis
of both mations; bis Majesty then speaks in his own person, and in the
pompous style ol an crder, ratifies immunitics of considerable importance
to British merchants and masiness.

The paper which secompanied the letter [ Appendix, No-1V.) is an order
delivered by the principal Woongee, to carry into ellect the imperial man-
date, and iy addressed 1o the Maywoon of Pegue in particular, as bolding
the jurisdiction of Rangoon, and to the guvernors of sea-port towns in
gencral. I, however, became necessary, in order 10 give full operution 10
lis Majesty'sgood intentions,to obtain several subsiditicy papersswhich, by
expressing in clear detail, the regular dues of govorgent, and specifying
the nuthorized perquisites of office, might prevest in future any arbitrary
exactions, and put an end to impositions, which; lrad long been praciised
on British merchants trading to Birman ports, from whon, loud complaints "
had at different times yeached the supreme government, These F;p.?n I
tound no difficulty in ohtainiqg_-: it was determined by them, that all goods
of Furope and British India manufacture, imported in British ships, should
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be subjéct 1o a duty of ten per cent to the King; the price of anchorage
and pilotage, for ships of every rate; was determined ; the fees of the pro-
vincial and port officers, charges for warchouse room, fur imterpreéters and
clearance., (he custams to be levied at each house of collection on goods
conveying up the river, were accurately defined; and teak timber, tows
by far the most vahmble commodity which the country produces, was or-
dered to'pay & duty of five per cent. ad valorem, at whitever port it might
be shipped, and all further exactions on that article were probibited. The
several demands of the port and previncial officers on the masters of ships,
which had heretoford been paid i rouni, or pure silver, were directed lo
be taken in the currency of the place, which, 2t Rangoon, is mowadzo; or
silver depreciated twenty-five per cent,

These regulations, expressed in Separate instruments with cleanessand
precision, ware egally liberal and satisfectory ; und, on the pare of the
Birman' goverament, were voluntarily granted, l'mtn‘w conviction of the
equity on whick they were founded, and the reciprocal advaniages they
were likely to produce.  From two propositions which | offered, the court
thouglit proper 1o withhold its acquiescence ; but it certainly was the in-
tention of the King and his chiel’ ministers; thit the arvicles’ which were
thus conceded, shoild be carried jnto complete effect.  Tnterconrse, how-
ever, was hol yet pglectly estalilished; many ebstacles still impeded: the
way; the roml was only opened, atill sticeess depended on the discretion
of those, who should Bt pursue the frack that was now paitiled oul.

Having thius nbtaingd thie objecty for which I had been doputed, 1oan
:.:!.lﬂ.ll. tit eqealled my vtmost expectation; b prepared to depart. The
witers off the great viver had beon subsiding fot some time, By which:tle
lnke becams so-mitchreduecd. tat beats of hurthen were obliged to leave T,
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and'moor in the stream, the bar of &utd at the eatravice of the lake being
almost dry in the fair season, The vastsheet of water, which, by taking
u circuitous direction, had, on our first srrival, induced us to conclade
thiat we were on an istand, wis now diminished to an itconsiderble sur
face, and left a Targe portion of land, which had recently been' coverad, iy
a state adapted Tor the cultivation of rice, We ohserved the peasusits -
tlmrrihusl}' l:mplnyed in turning up'l]u-onzysﬁi'l; preparatory to the reeep-
tion of seed 1 and it was now maniftst, that the place of our residence,
which, from the encroachment of the periodical waters, we had considéred
4 low, was in fuct sn clevated and commanding situation. s
Early i October, the Chinese deputies, huving folfilled their diplonsitic
mission, left the grove to retum to their mative country,  They ‘embarked
on board commodious boats, in which I understood they were to travel for
three weeks, and afterwards prosecure their route by tand, -tmtil.theyr_gm
into the heart of the Chinese dominions, where watér¢arriageis fucilitated by
numerouscanals. They expected 1o find the cold intense before their avrival
at Pekin; 4 journey which they stated wonld require three monihs to perform.
1 presented the seuior, at ks kst visit to tie, with & wrapper of English
broad eloth, which he remarked would be mote comfortable in his journey
among the cold hills of China, in the month of December, than his own
garments of $ilk quilted with cotton. © He apologized for not having iny
thing better to give me in return thaft soie pieces of silk and'a few fans ;.
but his'son, 8 promising youth of seventeen. who attended  his fuher in
quality of pige. and who had been on more familiar terms with us, than
the natural gravity and public characler of the senlors would allow to
them, came to take leave of me just before his embarkation, and ghserving
that ke should probably never-set me: again, mw& wy acceptance of
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his pillow and his pusse, as memorials of the son of Keglorees! When
1 liesitated in receiving what were: convenicncies to lum, but useless lo
me, he seemed so much hurt, ihat | could not wousd the feelings of
ihe ingenuous. youth, by rejecting his artless woken of good will. 1 lsaed
given him at diflerent times a few trilling gratifications, and he could not
reconcile himsell to depart without making some rewrn. His pillow
was-a lighs lacquered box, about eightecn inches long, circulur al top, and
covered with 2 case of silk, sa thickly quilted witl cotton as to render
it soft. Ina box of this sort,a. Chineses when he makes a journey,
usually carries all his valuables; though noprovided with lock, it is not
easy to be opened, and the case is closely buttoned: thus 1 traveller secures.
all his property by sleeping on it- This box was: not empty; it con-
wined the purse+ beforementioned, a, stecl and fiut to light five, and a
bracelet and ving of agate, which the donor assured me were endued with
certain. cabalistic virtues, to protect the possessor from the perils of (b
poad,

During, the time that matters of business were under discussion, and the
necessary. papers preparing, Me. Wood emphyeﬂ his letsure hours indi-
gesting hissurvey of e river, and in making astronamical- obscrvations ;
whilst Doctor. Buchanan, ever assiduous in the pursuit of knowledge, pro-
secuted botanical enguiries, and cullected general information from every:
accessible source,  Among other thingsy books in the Birman mnglmm
brought ta him for sale, on which the owners put, what scemed 1o be, &

* This § conceive to be rather 2 title than his rmal ‘mame.. .

# This purse bore an exact resemiblance 1 the representition In Sir George Stauntin's
wiork; of e purse which kis impesial majesty of ‘China’ presented fo the embassndor's mge
rhm‘ﬂ:mﬁuhmhnyw fermally introduceds '
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very exorbitant price; and either from real, or pretended appreheniion,
these venders of Birman literature always prodnced their wares in a chin-
destine munver; assigning 45 2 reeson, that ifany person were discovered
ta bhave sold books to 3 forcigner without pesmission, he would be fiable to
a savere penalty. Tlis assertion we were at first inclined (o consider rather
as 2 pretext. for enbancing the demand, than as Jounded on fact; oue day,
however, we wmderstood thit & nun had actually been imprisoned for an
ofnce of this naturs, and was likely to suffer punishment. 1 immediately
Sent a4 message to. the chiel Woongee, applinnshh of the circumstance,
antl desiring to know whether it was illegul to sell books to us: that if their
law prohilited 3t, | shouldd reject such as in futune might be brought, and
direct every personw under my anthority 1o do'the same. The Woangee re-
tummed @ civil message, and the man was set at liberty.  His Majesty being
made acquainted with the affiir, summoned, on the following duy; the
principul Rlshaaos to attend his council, and sulimitter] (o them, whethey
or not it was consistent with Birman tenets, to grant books that treated of
their history and luws, to forcigaers.  The conclave, | was told] afler
solemn deliberativn, determined in the uffirmative; and added, that it was
not ouly admissible, but laudable, for the dissemlmation of kibwledge, His
Majesty was thereupon pleased to order o handsame capy of the Razawayn,
or Histovy ol their Kiugs, and of the Dhirmasath, or Code of Luws, to be
delivered 10 mee ftom the royal libsary s sach wis contained in one large
volume, writen in o beautiiul mamer, and handsomely advmed with
painting and ;iiding.

My Beiigal drufismen. whose lahours: were principally direcied by Dr,
Buclanan in the delineation of plint, mevat Vnunenipoora withiabrother
artist in a Siamese painter, whe was employed by the coust. Fhis mim,
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though not so skilful as-the person in my service, was nevértheless of much
utility 1 he Turnished e with several drawings descriptive of the costume
of the couttry, which though executed with livle taste, were fished with
the most perfect fidelity : among other things he brought' me a repre
sentation: of the Shoepuuntogee, or royal barge used by the King ‘when!
he goes in state on the waters the painter reported thut the length of the
vessel was & hundred cubits (more than one hundred and bty feet) ©
[ saw it through a glass, but ut tos gred! ¢ distance 1o abserve more thun
the elevated stem; the royal piasath in the contre, which occupied the place
of 2 mast, and the splendour of the gilding, with which it was entirely
covered. The King possesses u great vasiety of boats, some of them we
had an oppertunity of viewing, bur the Shoepaundogee is by far the most
magnificent,

The Binnmm month of Sandaingguite; which had just expired, is a season
of uaiversal festivity and rejoicing, and ou the tiree terminating days,
solernn homage is paid to the King, to the Engy Teckien, and 10 the prin-
cipal Queen. Av the court of the latter, ull the wives and danghters of the
nobles pay their Tespects, unaccompanitd by their busbands or any ‘male
attendants; and in this assembly, as much state and ceremony are observed
as at the conrt of his Majesty: The rank, which sach lady bears in right
of her husband, is expressed by her dress and omaments; female priority
being not kess scrapulsusly maintzined, than precedency amongst mesn.
We regretted extremely, that their customs did not allow usto stteml the
Queen’s court, in the some manner as at that of her illusirjous mother.
Aze and widowhood, it seems, gave the lattera privilege of receiving visits
from the other sex, without viﬁhtiug decoriim, opincarring reprosch.

During the fificen duys of this ** decreasing moom,” the city wasillumi-



424 - EMEASSY TO AVA.

nated every night; lanterns made - of different Gﬂmm ml‘
were suspended from bamboo scffolds, and disposed in vasious shipes,
which produced 2 pleasing. effect when scen from our residence on e
opposite side of the lake. The superior brilliancy of the lights at the palace,
was distinguishable above the sest. The Birmuns arc singuliely expert in
the display of fire-works ofevery description,

Op the 15th of October, I received a verbal message from e Engy
Teekicn, that he should be glad to see. me on the following day, when he
meant to lay aside the parade of state, and honour me with: aniwnceremo-
nios reception, 1 entbraced with pleasure an opportunity of an interview,
unincumbered swith the Rormalities of segul pomp, and accompanied by 4
few auendants, proceeded on liorsebuck 1o his palace, at the appointed Hnie.
As soon as my arrival was unnounced, 1 yias immediately M;Wiﬂt-
gul the previous ceremony of wailing in the R.im O this occasion he
didd nut, as formerly, exhibit himsell from 4 casement window: like a pagod,
Lust was scated 1t the upper end of the hall, upon &t couch richly adorned
with the customary ornaments.  His driss swus enitirely simple; he wore 2
whtite vest of Fie muslin, with o lower gayment of silk, and his bead was
bound witlian embroidesed llet. Several personages of rank were present,
habited also ina p]mn manner, but d.i!ﬁngﬂiﬁbﬁd by Hll:lrg!ﬂl] rzalve, orclinin
of nobillty. Thedeportment of the princt ut this intery erviewwas perfeetlyfrank,
and free lony nstentation s [ was disappointedy lowever, m his conver-
sation; Texpected that b would, by inquiring inio the state of the British
provinges; and the cunses of their pmsperhﬁ Kave souglt for infor-
mation, that might Lercalter prove baneficial to the country overwhicli
e is otig duy presuptively to seign:  His discourse took o quite siffe-
rent turp; he asked only Irivolows questions, and endeavoured to anuse
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me by the prattle of two sprightly clildfen, his duugliers.  Hall an bour
having been speut in this trifling manner, Fwithdrew, and paid x visit (o the
Maywoon of Pegue, who told me that it was his intention (0 secompasy
us back to Rangoon, where he would order every necessary 1o be provitled
lor bar cimvenience and accommodation.

The distance (o which cur baaty were obliged to remuve, mudersd the
transportation of our haggage, u work of lsbour: afier conveying it acoss
the lake, it was (o be laden on carts; and drawn for two miles over what
was now & plain of sand, bur ar the time of our arvival had besn & wide
shieet of water, naviguted by vessels of considerible burthen, The conriu-
rigation betwgen the lake and the river, was now completely closed.

On the 23d of Optober we began to send off bur heaviest articles. The
commissary, or Kyewvon, lad taken care o provide a carriage and k-
hourers, the expence of which we were not suffered to defray; what I gave
to the p«mph:, wits considered as a private gratification.

Havingembarked most of our baggage, Mr. Wood and Doctor Bucliati,
with a proportion of the attendants; lefi mo carly on the 25th, 1o go on
boird the boats: | remained until evening, waiting for some papers which
T expected (rom the city.  Horses were in resdiness [or us to mouat, on
the opposite side of the luke.

On leaving Townzemahn, as the boat pushied from the shore, 1 Josked
back with p!ezmm:t the grove, utider the shade of which we lind resided,
and badea alad, bt pot undmkfuf.;dku o anhabitasion) where | had ex-
perienced kind hospitality, and spent three months in 2 manner; that could
not luil to impress me with z lasting recollection of the scene. To be placed
i so singular and interesting = sitaation, cannot ofien wecur s not Gan
the images created by it be easily obliverated from the mind,

¥ - 51
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Riding across the plain, aver whicl L had, Lately siled, I perceived
part of it, was already under tithage, but the largest portion was: lefi for
pastire.  During the inundation, cunoes navigated between the howses of
the lower subuths of the ﬁl_ﬁ and ull communication was maintgined by
water; bur curts now plied in-dusty laves, sl the foundations of e build-
ings, were at least fifteey feet abave the level of the river, Our boats were
at 3 oreek called Sakvingua, where u number of trading vessels were alse
moored, same ol them of considerable burthat. The noise ol (e boal-
vien on the bark, ned the smoke from the fires whicl they made, rendered
the sitnation by oo mets agrocible.

Vaviuns ciusés conspived to detain usal Sakymgmﬁml:. uitil the 29th.
I the interval; breccived a short lettey from it principal Wanngee, directed
1 thé GovernorGeneril of Tridis, contaiving & desire of the Kingfo procure
cortain relizions books written i the Shanscrin Inug:,mgc: likewise thiuta
Bramint) well 'vesrsed in pstzonomyy might be sent from. Bengal 1o his cou,
l instroet his own professors, of whose iguerance iy that seience; his Ma-
jeaty wits fully sensible. The letter, however, Laid as mucl skess on the
prigity ol the preceplor’s cast; s on the extent of his knowledye, and com-
pﬁ:humlml o curions addition ti e vequest, ut o Brmin woonin should
uccompany the sage with a view, 1 imagiue, ol propagating & meeo! he-
reditary stronomers. 1 infurmed the Womgee. i reply, bt Bramins
of lenings bave un invincible dislike to leave their mative country, even
for o limited: perind ; bl o emijgrle wilh e damilivs, 1 conczived, was
aract, to whiteh no temgptation woulil induce theme: 1 added, diat the prin:
ciples o the Englialy government.did not allow ol Tutet being msed, 16 dom-
pel 4 subject’ into exile, who b not by any i fifcited thy protection
of the taw. This, Dilare say, was nou very intalligible docirine to.ihe
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despotic’ monarch of Ava, and at all events must huve been perfealy
novel rm, ;

Wihilse we remuined at this pluce, oue of our peaple received il freal-
mient from the patives, which wis remarkable, a5 being the first instanee
thut Jl oeeurreds Docior: Buchanan, desivous:of enviching his collection
of' plants; with every mre production of the country, used to/employ 2
peiisant boy-of Bengil, to gather herbs for: lim, whom he every day sent
for that purpese inw the felds. Tlie followers of the Prince of Toangho
happened 1o reside in-this quarter, a cliss of men; nowrious among Bir-
mans for their insolence and dishonesty = the ke unluckily chanced ane
dary-to-meet g paety- ol these pullians, who took from bim his kniie, lasket,
and trbae, and, threstening to put him to death; so frightened him that
lie botanized no more, till we were out of their reach. 1 had belore heard
mucl of the loggity of these people, who were very numerous; report
made their numbers ten thousand = they were always guarvelling with the
followers of the other princes, particalarly those of the Prince of Frome,
i wies saicd el the King, ) oo one oceasion, whilst we were st Umme-
rapouis, sharply reprimanded lis son; the Tongho Teekien; and coulined
his"Woon, or minister, fur not keeping hil-p@ﬂpl: in better subjection.
took to notice of their conduct ;. it was nol expedient at my departure to
make u public complaing of such a petty outrage.

T'he viver, which Lhmg manths belore, hud displayed au unintermupted
expainse of several miles; was now broken it mpa:f:;;m streanms, surround-
ing numerons ishinds; which had just emerged from ihe innadation. The
principal branelvol the viver: oven ia its diminished. state, was a mile wide;
Doctor Buchunan wnd | crossed i u small boat 1o an i, where some
fislicrmen and gardeners had begun (o erect fuats; in whicl they reside until

™~
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returming Hoods in the enswing year force them 1o uhandon their habita-
tions. They seemed 10 have the means of comfortible fivelihood i their
gardens were already sown with the sweet potatoe, nﬁtmt_lvﬂl_m balatas,
pulse, and Brenjals, solsnum melongena s the latter are usually transplant.
cd: The soil wias extremely dry, notwithstanding it had so recently been
covered with water, and the pasturnge was luxuriant. ‘The inhabitants
possessed cattle and poullry in abundance, und doubiless were supplied
with excellent fish,

Farly ‘on the antly, the Muywaon of Pegue visited me, in @ very hand-
seme war-boat gilded (o the water's edge, accompanied by several others
thut were plain: he invited me an board, and we 1ok our seats on the
prow. which, i Birman bosts, is always the place of diguity:  When we
left the shore, the whole lleet pushied off und followed ws: the imoming wis
fise, and the water smooth, whilst the spires of Unierggrogra it our ster,
the white temples und lofry hills of Chagaing oppusite, and the fort of an-
cient Ava below, formed a very cheerful prospect: We rowed to Glagaing,
where, soon alter our arrival, the Maywoon ok lesve of me, to Tetrn to
the capital: having business (o detain bis & fesy days looger; he however
promised to/overtake us on \ke way down; his boas being better adapled
than ours, for expedition.

After dinner, Doctos Buckanan and 1 walked out to view the fort ol
Chagaing. which in the days of Numdoo Praw hal been the seat of em-
pire ¢ we entered under 3 guteway, e arch ufwhldl was wide wnd well
murned. ‘This fort bad sothing fo distinguish i from others: tut have
beon aiready described : it was not nearly solisge as Ummerapoor, or even
equal inextent 1o the les of ancient Avis the defences wese suffered Lo
flb iste vuins, and the houses were meanly buile among weeds and rubbish.
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‘e biseivest it well supplied berh market, which wis attended wholly by

imen, Passing throungls the fort, we crossed a1 ' fosse on o luad-
some woeden bindge, the length of which indicated, that during the mon-
soati the inundalion extended to a considerable distunce, und o litile further,
we came to the great road leading (o Mﬁcﬂswﬂ!’;z On our right, lay the
low conical Litlls, whose summits, crowned with white temples, form such
conspicaous objects from the river. Advancing abou( a mile, we mrived at
a village cilled Oderus, or pot village, from its being a manufactory of
earthen ware, ‘The [ateness of the evening prevented our further progress.
We returned by a road that fed 10 the lefi of the fort, passing in our way 3
neat village situated near the banks of the river.

By means of nurhorses, we now enjoyed & comvenience which in coming
up we did nol possess. A platform bad beegconstructed in o broad boat,
capable.of containing five horses: we brought three from e capitdl, and
added (wo others on the way down: litde trouble was oteasioned by
embarking or landing them ; the Dirman grooms were expert, and the
beasts tractable. Early niext morning we mounted, wnd pursued the route
of the preceding eveing.  Numeroustemples lined the road on elther side,
but ose anly of the mumber attracted particular notices it was surrounded
by a high brick wall,from which elephants heads, formed of masonry, were
protruded in such v minner, &5 to give the wall an appearance of being
suppuried oo the backs of thoss animals 5 the temple was & pycamid of
brick, about ane hundred feet high, ornumented wili a gilded umbrells,
Passing through Pot Village, we came to a town called Kyeock Zeit. remark- 1
able for being the greal mannlactory of narhle idols, the inhabitants af which
were statuaries by trade. 1 saw thivty or forty large yards erowded with
artists, ut work om imuges of varioua sizes, but all of the safie personage,



430 EMDASSY TO AVA.

terials are procared, are only afew miles dfitant; the marble is brougt
hither in shapelessblacks. snid afierbeing Tushioned, the images are publicly
sold to those who have grntc enough 1o purchase (henr.” The largest thal
I oliserved, u linle excmdml the Tnuman size, the price of which, they sitd,
was orie hondred I;ichls twelve of thiftéen potinds, bl some diminuiive
Gaudmas were to bc disposed Bl us low as two'ar thiree mekals. The
Letdeged, or steersmun of my boar; bought one to priftect us on the Wiy
dowtr. The workmen were extrentely civiland comtunicative; they would
riot part with Hicir sacred commudity, [ was told, o any except Bimmans,
Bkt they wnswered 'our guestions: with good humour; atie our curiosity
neither excitedwurprise, nor gave nmbrage. Their tools are simple; they
shape the image, with ' chigel and mallet, and alterwards smooth it, by
freestone and water.  Muny of the idols were bq:anﬁfnlly'gulishéd.-whid;.
1 understood, was effected by rubbing the marble with three diflereut sore
of stone the first rough; the second finer, and the third such as hones are
made of, the workmen alterwards use te palms of thicir hunds. This ope-
ration gives it transpavent clearness, far surpissing the brighitest polish of
which European marble is susceptilie. Sticls images as were designed for
gilding, did not receive so higlt 2 finishing.

Hitll 2 league Rurther we came 10 where the temple of Kotumodoo redts
its mussive md untique pile. This venerable ind curious edifice stands on
an eminence; which renders it a conspicuons nlqm at the ilistance.of many
miles. Lo is composed of solid masonry without cavity of any sort, and in
shape resemblis 2 bell; there is u high miling ol wood encircling it twelye
leet distant from the base 3 the circumlbesenceon the ontside of the miling,
by my measttemnent, was four nndred paces, perhaps three hundred and

-

3
Guuding, sitting cross legged on w pedestul. The quinries, whenee the e
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- Blty yands, and tie beight did narappear less i three hunedred feet; it
< ended ina clumsy cone, unadhrggd by 5 spire or the customary umbrells,
and exhibited u striking contrast o the elegant and stll larger (emple
of Shoemudow: udeed the stile of ity structure indicated, that it was
Luilt eithey by u people possessing totally different nm:lnm ol architec
ture. or-at a lir more vemote: pcnwd: it was much lh::mmuuleganl and
heavy building, we had seen in the country. The vool liad once been,
vichly gilded, and (he semains of wooden gallesies, from which thie paint
and gilding were noo quite: obliterated, lay scattered around; these omis,
ments had prabably been ofien renewwd since the first grection of the,
temple,. Kommodno was onies celebrated oy its. sunerity, and is still held
in gyest reverence ;  many devolees: were sauuteriag rownd the, hill, whilsi
uthers were: prostrate af their devotiony,  The Bimsans buast of the anti-
quity of this lmildiug s they aseribe is rise (o supernatural ugency; and
Lisx it dﬂuﬁ:rdmr back: 1han ke Musuic 1 ihese, however, were. the
«gufes ul ignirange 10 conceal the want of knowladize, bt 1he traces ol long.
duration wese cortiinly gvident, and. from, its size auel formy, Kommodoo
Praw cccms likely o resist the elffects of time, for muny RAESSY . . ,
From Lhe sitv ol Kommodoo, we. haﬁaﬂ-ﬂtlmildﬂ view of the river wind-
ing through  vick and level country. A i:mmdu‘alllc luke lay tophe south-
ward 3 i plaing were now cultivating, whilst mumerous villagesund herds
ul cattle denored population and plenty. Aty shoet distsnce o e oot
of the hill; was 3 Iungiw:;m: Tormed by adouble row of tamarind, lrees of
Awveomsman siatedhiess and beauty, under the shade of which a lingol shops
was redied on willier side, wheil, besides provisions and cloth, wensils in
br:itﬂ wirrs, sl fireworks, weresold,, Ona green, a e way retired from
thie roud, we observed a numbey of people employed. it inaking rockets, Lhe

-
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tuibes of which were the: solid trinks of trees) bored after the manner of 2
pump; in m,tkﬂﬂlﬁﬂﬂwm*mmmwdhm-
ter. and the wopd about two inehesthicky the length of these tobes varied
froms twelve togwenty feet; they were ftilled -with a composition of ‘¢har-
coul, salipetre, and gunpowdet, rammel inwvery hard. The enormous size
of Birmas rockets, ks airéady been noticed, in‘the:acconnt givew of he
Gieworks of Pegue, but several that we saw bere, far exveeded those.in
magnitiude. The large oues are: fired from a high scaffuld crected forthe
purpose ;. bamboos fustened together, of a length adapted o presevve the
paise, g the tail of the rocket; in this branchof pyrotechny the Birmans
puke particular delight, and are extremely skilful. |
The day was now far advanced, and the sun become powerhul. H:vu:g A
tisfied ourcuriosity, wegalloped back to onir hoats, a distance of about seven
miles. 1 ok notice in any way, of frequent sheds, buil st 1he side-of the
yoad, in which pots of water were placed, for the refreshment of travellers,
Ghugaing is the prineipal emporivm, to which colton, is brovght from:all -
parts of the country, and where, aller being clged, it 15 embyrked for
tlie China market : females perform the lubour-of gleaving it from 1he seedss
I-hl-!l' 1 effected by double t}rlmdm tomed bya lathe,which the wouran works
with her foot, whilst she supphts the copton with ber bands, L was old,
that the most opulent merclunt in the empive; resides ar Chugaing, who
deals solely in- (his anidle. In the afiernoon m::hqand outr boats and
drapped down Lo Ava.on the opposite side. % | Siata
Early on the following maniog, 1 walked out to examine the ‘Tuins of
iis deserted capital, The disposition of s sisecis and  buildings neagly
vescubled that of Ummerapoora at the present daye We could wace the
separate divisions of the palace, smidst heaps of rubibish avergowa by
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sweeds and thorns & on the spot-where but a few yeavs since, the Loton
stood, und justice was sdministered to a mighty empire, pulse and Indisn
corn were now growing.  Passing to the westward, amoug nuinous ‘walls
and fallen temples. we came upnh.ii good road, und 3 miseruble old woman,
s 45 Bistorien” and living emblem of the place, painted out the wisy
1o Logatbierpoo Praw, formerdy the residence of the Seredaw, or bigh
priest of the empire, whete the calossal image of Gaudma was atill 1o be
viewed. e '

Thie area on wliiclithe temple stands, is a square surrouinded by an arcade
ofmasonry; otteach side; nine cubical wowersdre erected, andseveral builds
ings ave comprehended within the spute inclosed by the greade. The temple
in which the ltupemluurhlul is placed; differs from the otlicr pyramidical
buildings, by having an srched excavation that cossins the image. Un
catering this dome; our surprise was greatly excited at belwlding such 2
monstrous representition of the divinity. It was 2 Gaudma of marble
seated on a pedestalian its customary position. The height of the idol, fram
thie top of the head 1w the pedestal on which it sat, was nearly twenty-lour
gt thie head was cight feet in dismeter, aid across the breast it measured
ten: the hands were from five to six feet long; the pedesinly whiclywas alsn
of muzble, was riised doli feet from the ground. The neck and the leh
side of the imuge were gildod, but the right arm and shoulder remitined
uncovered. The Birmans asserted, tha tliis, like every other Gaudma
which 1 had seen of the same material, was composed of one entire block
of arble:r nar conld we on the dosest inspection, observe any juncrion of
pusts. 1whae they said was true, it renins o matter of much curissity,
to discover how such & ponderous prass could ' be transported from its
mlw: bed, ind vaised in tiis plice. The building hud cvidently been

8K
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erected over- the idol; as the entrance winkliscyreely admit the intra-
duction of the head. No intelligent, Birman bhippening to be with us, all
that | conld. Jewm au answey. to, my, inguirics, was, that the imago had
Lot placed there sy hundred years ago, by a King. named Podoo S:mbt’mn.
VWihatever may be its real history, it is an extraordinary wu of
idolatrous extmyagancc.

On our return, we pereaived » min d nvmg 8 curt drawn by a pair of
oxen, whicl) was filled with rubbish from the rained bulldlﬂgi o 4 learnt, it
Le was carrying, the load to.a weighbouring brook, to wash it, c:p:ﬂmg
to discover goll, silver, ur some article of value, wluc.h nol uul'seqmnlly
happened. Old Ava is said 1o be the resort of numerous thieves, who find
shiglter and places of concealment; umong, the decayed religious, edifices.

_(Our.researches beingended, we re-cmbarked, and ;mmedmdf gol und{:t
way, the boatmen using their oars with just sulficient loyce to accelerate ina
slight degree, our mation down @ gently gliding current. The river, except
in. those plices where islands divided its stream, was sbove a juiie Fride
Alittle before sun set; we brought to for the night on tlu:l::l‘t hand, undr:ra
high bask near the wwn of Sandalit, and in the evening we taok our cuiss
tamary walk, which ut this pla&. was among lines, separated by hedge
vows; inclosing ficlds planted with pulse, sesamuum, and Iudian cor. |

Ve left Sandalt betimes the next morning, and continued to fioat down
the stream, with litile exertion or labour to our p:opla.. The wiv arlmvmg
fallen) an, least fifieen feet since the time we. r:unﬂ up, we conld nat, as
before, observe the towns and villages on each side, nor mdeed w—tﬂd any
object be seen that was not immediately on du; edge of the banks, wlnch
hung perpendiculurly over the river, inmany places lﬁaﬂﬂml?bhhmghh
bt e knew when a tewn o a collection of hiouses was nigh, by the steps
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sk s etit it Hie Lask, Tor Lhe convenience of fetcling wiiter. About four
o¥elock we passed the plitewhere the Keeadien anites With the [rrawaddy.

Fl'_h:u:uml.ull of tho farmerdid uﬂt géem 1o b mucly diminished by the change:
of semson. Wi brotight to i the evening, onthe cast side iu the teighe
bl oF i pbor villige, s short way below Titroup Mow, whare' ithe

eountey presented 3 cheerful :rsp-ctt grass was growing aud cattle ﬁ:edmg
il every direction.

On the llowinig day, Novembered, we continued to travel fn the $ime
tr‘rmqu manmer, the' carfent of the river Howing two or three’'miles an.
hotyr w!th an unruffled Surface. “The weatlier Wis serene, and the tempe=
ralure urtﬁémrmmlmm Abundanee of witerfowd; collected on the sands
whmh lyadd rcmllly enierged fron the inundation, afforded vs good shidoting.
As we approsched the city of Nisundoh, T mide nquiry concerming Lhe
excavations in (he banks, whick lormirly fisd Deen the retreats of hevmits,
and was told that vo person would now venture Lo explore ithem, as they had
become the habitation of lnnumerable snakes and other” noxious Teptiles.
We brought to'in the evening amonig 2 feet ofal least two hundred Lirge
trading boats; which were moured at the bank, wiiting 1o deliver or receive
a lading. Niotndoly is & plice of much’ commerce, having astrped 4l
e trade that forseily was carried on uf Pagalhm : cotton, fupafined ware,
and ofl extracted Trom sesamiim, are the principal articles of exportation.
The! fand aditcent 1 the o, did ot wear o more fertile aspect, than
whién we passed it oy months before ; no change of seison cotild effect
an altcrution in iss barren suil, it on the apposite bank of the viver, vich
crops were waving, wmd cittle grazing in luxuriant pasture; "

Euﬂy an’ the follbwing day, we lefl’ Nioundoli and reached Pagabm
by breablust time. “Alihough itie diftance by lind'is%0 short, tat Nioundoly
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may be called the modern sppendage to anticnt Pagalim, yet e were
abuve two hours betwees them, owing to the ciseditous course of the river,
which lengthens the way (0 eight o ninemiles; 0 0 0 \

Meution of Pegahm has ofien occurred in lh:smnaumtukrﬂhbmud
forits numerous-temples, and the tmées which it béars of former magnifi-
cence.  To cxamine its extensive and varioussnivs with the actumicy of
a speculative traveller, would have occupivd more time than we had to
spare.  Shortly alier e fleet had brought 10, 1 was visited by the Miagu-
ddgm;mghmn.w}m;wmdlﬁﬁm and district in the abiseace of
thd'pr'mce; he informed e, that .bis royal muaster was expected on the
follawing day fram Urnmesapoora. In the allemogn we walked out 1o yiew
a very-curious and ancieni temple, which was repairing at the expence of
the Engy Teekien, or prince moyal. It was built of masonry; and compre-
hended seveml arches forming separate domes, into whicl four, frched
porchesled, tie Fced the four candinal points; on edch side of tlie doors, in
recessesin the wall, were seated gigantic humun figures made of stucco, with
large staving eyes, and the head protruded furward, as if to look at those
who approached the threshold. . These, 1 was told, were the supernaturd]
porters of the doars, whose power of perception was such, tal they could
penetrate the recesses of the human breast; and discover the singesity of
devotion.. The Mioudogee observed, that it/was the prince’s intentian (o
gild this temples and that four viss.of gold, shvut the vilue ol six bundred
ponnds; were already prepated for thiat purpose; he added that a can-
sidersble sumof silver lud been expended on the repuirs.

We syere on this occasion; informed of n circumstance; that shews how
easily un art once well known, may be lostito-a country frony disiisz and
the capriciousness of fashion : notwithstunding that well lurmed 'ami'gl-of
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brick arestill to be:seen in many-of the ancient temples, yet Birman work-
men ¢t o longer-turm thew: -« Musonry buis not in latter ages been much
practised ; wooden bmidmgs mw Mmdﬁmmﬂ |
bri¢k-and-mprtar, . - ]
Oty our return; thuwcmdagcu poluely invited us to stop and rest our
selves at bis house, We nccepred the invitation, and were ushered- into
4 commodious dwelling inclosed by w'wilings where we found' several
porsons seated in & spacious hall.’ Soon after our entrance, the Miotidogee's
Wil came fortly from an faner apartment, and sat dows by hefdnsband
she was attended by two female servan servants, and held by the hand: her
damghitet, a pretty deficite child abour cight' years o age, who was not at
ullrrﬂmudamﬂ ol strangers, but cime and examined my. hat and
epatlette, wi engaging fimiliarity. Her futher was extremelycivil:
not knowing that we had horses, ho kindly offered us the useof his, ifwe
chose to vemiain another duy, snd amuse-ourselves by riding through the
anicient dity, which was 1o a:tmsim 10 be. traversed in-so shore s time
wh foetr.  Doctor Buchanin having - expressed 2 wish to examine e
Launzupy a rare species of pl:mt,-he prumised to send one of his prople on
the followiiig day sume distanice off, to procute it for him, which he pant:
wally performed,  Sueh instances of -genuine hospitality are amnogst
the highest gratifications thata traveller can experience” ’
Next meraing we mioynted ous horses at an’ early houry pm:suing-m
eastward diteétion oh a road that led 1o hillsy called Tormendong, abotit
tenmiles distunt ;- beyond which; and: more southerly, we perceived Foupas
1 cosiieal monnin mentioned i ol former journey. On ech side.ofl the
roady invumerable wligous: buildings appeared, in every stage of dilipi-
dativh. . At the distanee of two or 'three miles fromthe rivety the. soil
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became less burren. A few incansiderable gardesis whre inclased: By the.
inliubitants, sown chiely wilh Indian oot #id pulec, and in some places the
cottan plant was growing,  We centinued tﬂlr:rﬂéi*é%ﬁfﬁ[ﬁhgﬁ&r
ss o small village; named Minangdoo, Whete the ruins scem toseud i that
direction: Therel saw for the fust lime a Kioumy, or monastery, built of
masonry. We got back shant twelve o clock e found crowids of peaple
assembled at the water side, waiting lor the urrivalof Ihqn-uunll‘agnhm,
who Was hourly Expu:i‘.cﬂ : all the meu of disiinction h'dl:mgr'ng o
the city, had gone up the fiver 1o meet hiin, Tn oxder o make more soom
near the spot where he s (o land, we loosed our boats, snsed tenived to
& situation Jower dowi  Shortly afier tie fleet cime insight. We 'weye at
too. great a distance to dinlingﬁish the prince’s hnrgﬁif corations of
which were said to be very handsome; but we siw i nse number
of boats, wnd heard the shouts of the people, who Welcoined l.hmr royal
governor with every demonstration of joy.

chg urm:qlmqu with llu:._uuqncuc- pﬁ:per o l:ltqwl on sudi
ar oecasion, T eomsulted the Mioudogee, whether a visit from me was ex-
pected, or woukl be wgrecable (o the prisice. He veplied, thit my paying 3
visit, would lay the prince under the necessity of desiring our. stay lor
two or three days, to partnke of an emertainment,  As such a ceremoty
couldnot be convenient to him, and hid no inducement for me, Esent Baba-
Sheen to apologize in my name, pleiding laste and the lateness of the
season, 25 my excuse for ot having the hononr to wait on him.

At sun rise next nmrlﬁu_g_. the pr.i.ﬁ:ﬁ of Prome pussed by, with a very
numerons and noisy retioues from the number of boats. theve ¢onld not
b fewer than three or four thousund pesons & all the bostmen were
singing tn unison witlyalie strokes of their vars. The Maywoan of Pegue
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who was in his suite, senl me a, Ennrplimﬁlt:irjf mEssaLe, saymgllmlm
meant to attend the prinee as far as-'!ifu'atfa}f..hi_g own Jughire, or estate,
where he shonld waigoar arrival. b
We were, delayed at Pegalim by our bogt peaple, ull ntau' ' ten.0 d-udr,

whon we pslied off._ The river, duriag the carly pant ol this duy, where
istands of sand did oot intervene, was nol k&; than two ml]ns wide :
ong place; however, the chanuel contracted, and the current rushed n:rund.
a projecting rock, with excessive mapidity. We saw mcnl ranges of |
hills, same of which :.I.PP['OELIZ’IBC[ near (ie river, but these were of o con-
siderable magnitude. The Atracan mountains, filty or sixiy miles :Hsn‘.an:.L
which were visible ag intervals, towered high above the rest. In the n?mn%
we reached Sillamew, an ancient cily which had nnee Iman a pi.u:u: of
considerable note. A little way 10 the porthward, we pucewnd the ruins
of a brick fort grected in A very judicions situation; the ditch and wall

were still to be traced, We had been so much engaged, when we w-:re
here before, with the silk and cotton merchants who brought their goods

to sgll, that wo entirely overlooked the site of this fortress, an oversight

that might :amly happen, s as its ramparis and (OWErS arc nearly level wuh.

the dust.
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CHAPTER XIX.

Arrive at Sembewghewn.—Politzness of the Mayn‘m of Arracan.— Yay-
nangheoum.—Wells of Pelroleum —Fdfamga —Jﬁwﬂny—ﬁlmdfy At
tention of the Maywoon of Pegue—TKuyn, or Mountaineers —Strange
Custom.—Ntions of Religion.—Pullos.—Prome—Visit the Siteof un
Ancient Cily,— Petinghee. — Mayakoun— Prejudice of Birman Béal-
men— Disagresable ﬁhmsidyce.—fﬁmrn River— Dencobew.—
Enler the Rangaon Brarch of the Irrawaddy.—Mosquetors.—Meel
Caplain Thomas.—Arrive al Rengoon.

W= departed from Sillahmew at the customary hour, and by pine o'clock
in the moming reached Sembesgewn ou the east bank of the river. The
town is a lng_;_:: mland, but there is i village at the place where boats
usually stop. We perceiveda temporary housg at some diualm sucli as is
built for the accommodation of 3 man of runk wlien he travels, surroundec
by small huts; and were informed that it was Uie encampment of the
governor of Amacan. Tlus ofiicer had been newly appointed, aud was on
his way to,take possession of his vice-royalty, which confers the title
of Miaywoon on the possessor, and is accounted ene of the most important
governments of the empire. Isent a message 10 him with compliments,
and it request that be would forward » dispatch for me to Chittagong ;. the
frontier British province that borders on Arracan. He obligingly mu;,lg@at
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the commission, and punctually fulfilled his promise. 1 had afterwards
the satisfiction to know, that the first advice which the Govermor-General
received of my proceedings at Ummerapoorz, was by this conveyance.

We continued at Sembewghewn only a short time. 1.did nol land; but
the Doctor went on shiore, he saw nothing however that merited particular
notice. Mr, Wood remained il the alterngon, to obserye the distance
between the sun aod moon; the latter being at this time visible, and
the sky uncloncled. Ve rowed till two o'clock, at which hour we reach-
ed Vaymanghicoum, or Petroleum creoks 3 place already noticed in our
joumey up the river,

Doctor’ Buchanan partook of an carly duum with me; and whnp the
sun had descended so low 55 to be no lenger inconyenient, we mountesl
our horses o visit the celehrated wells Ut produce the oil, an agticle of
universal nse throughout the Birmun empire. The face of the country
was cheerless and sterile 3 the road, which wound amoug rocky t::l:[l}:
nences, Was barely wide eniough to admit the passage of a single cast, and
int many places the track, in which tiie wheels must run, was a fool and
2 hall lower on one side than the other: there wére several of these Lunes,

» some 'more circuitons than othérs, according o the situation of the small
hills among which they led, Veliicles, going and returning, wese thus
cuabled w purstie Uilferent youtes, except at particular places where the
nattre of lie grotnd m::'u.l'd' only admit of one road: when & cart came
to the entrunee of such a defile, the driver Lhallooed out to'stop any thiat
might frtevfere wwith ki from the upposite side, no part being sufficiently
wile ftwo  Carts 10 pass. The hills, or rather hillocks, were covered
witly gravel, and yielded no othér vegetation than a few stunted bushes.
'i‘lir:_ wheels eid worm ruts deep into the rock, which seemed to be rathier

5L
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A maxs of concreted gravel, tan hasd stone, and many pieces of petrified
wood iy strewed ubout. 10 is vemackable,tiataylivrever these petrefactivns
were found, the seil was vaproductive, and the g destitute of verdurs,
The evening being far advanged, we et but few carts; those we dil
observe were drawn each by o pair of oxen, and of a length dispropor,
tigmate: to Ahe breadth o allow space for the earthen pats s contained the
oil. lrwas2 matter of surprive s, buw they could comvey such brittle
weare, with any degreo of sulcty. over so rugged a road: each. pot was
packed in.a separate basket, and Lid. on stoaw, nothwithstinding which
precantion the ground.all the way was strowed, willothe ragments ol the
vesscls, and wet with ail; for no care can prevent the fracture of sope fu
every joumiey. As weapproachied the pits; which were more distnt thas
we e imagined, the conatry became less uneven, and the soil produced
herbuges I was neéarly dark when we reaghed (hiem, and, the. lsbowres
hiad vetived from work. Thore scemed 1o be 4 great many pits. within 2
sl Compuss s walking totlie nearest, we lound the sperture abuul four
ey Aquare, wad the sides, as lir as we could see.down, were: lined  with
timber: thewilis dmwa up inoan iron pot, fistened to 2 rnile{md
over 2owotden. cylinder, whicl revolves on. an axis supported by two
pright posts. When the pot is hilled, two men take ihe rope Ly;the
eudds sl run down wdeclivity, which is cutin the ground, to a distance
eruivalent 1o the deptl of the wells thus whet IW“ the el ol theis
trisck, thie pon &y raised] o its propeyielevation, the yortents, waler and oil
twigelfier, are then discharged e 2 cisterny and the water 5 allerwards
draw off theougle a liole at the hottom. ﬂur guide; an active inelligent
Tellow;went to o goighbonring house and procured 3 well rope; by means
of whicli we ware enibled 1o measire the depth, and ascsrtained i to be
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thirty-seven fathom, bitt of the quantity of oil at the hottorn we could rot
judge: the owner of the rope, who followed our guide, affirmed, that when
a pit yielded as much a5 came up o the waist ol 4§ man, it was deemed
tolerably productive ; ifit reached to his neck, it was abundant ; but that
which rose no higher than the knee, ‘was accounted indifforent. . Whest'a
well is exfiiusted, they restare the spring by cutting deeper into ths rock,
which is extremely hard in those places where the vil is pruduced. Govern-
ment farm out the grotmd ‘that supplics this' useful commodity; and it is
agatint let o' advennirers who dig wells at their vwn Bazard by whiclthey
sometimes gain, and 'often lose, 35 the Tabotir und expence of dijgging are
considerable. The oil is sold on the spot for 2 mere trifle; 1 think two or
three hundred pots for @ tackal, orhalf-a-crown.  The principal charge is
incurréd by the tramsportation dnd purchase of vesscls, YW ltad by balf
gratified our emiosity whed it grew dark, and our guide urged us pot to
remain any longer, as the road was said to be infested by Egers, (hat 1
prowled -at night among the meky uninhabited ways, through which we
hiad to pass. We Bllowed his advice, and returned with greater risk, a3
I thought, of breaking our necks from the budness of (¢ road, than of
being devoured by wild beasts. At ten o'clock we teached our bopts
without any misadventure. -
Weleft Yaynangheown before sunrise, and, committing ourselves to'the
current, glided almost impercepiibly down the stream, the boztmen lying
in idle ease, some on the roofl, and others on the lateral platforms of the
vessely whilst thelr only sccupation was singing, praying, and sleeping by
tms, The present manner of passing thelr lime, was @/ gostrast to/whst
they expedenced on the former Journey, during which their labour had
I:a:r excesgivie and withowt mtermissiony they all appeared pleased 1o
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retum to Rangoon, where the necessaries of life are niyich cheaper than ut
the capital. We lay this night near thie town/ef Patanago, a place alieady
soliced. | Walking eut in the allerngon, L gianted several luges: the
conntry abounds in game, and is h&mliﬁlﬂg di'i!__'gmifuﬂ with hangiugl
woods and rising grounds. _

The fleet paned from Patanago very eary, Doctor Buchanjn’s boat
going abead of the rest; he-reached Loonghee bulf an hour before his
companions, and, profiting by his celerity, went.on shore; at this soman-
tic spot, where we hiad passed several days ou our journey upwards.
He walked i some distatice, iu the hope of nding fruil on 3 e, which
ot four months lefore he lad loftin the eatliest stage of blossom ;. but
the fruit had since thag 1ime ripened and decayed, and the wee was now
putting forth fresh fowers. Between this place and Meeaday, there are
seversl ridges of low hills, clothed with wood and destitute of culiivation.
which my people said were the haunts of pumerous tigers and dephanis.
At sunset we got to Meeaday wnd perceived a number of boats fastened
to the Liank below the town, and among others we distinguished that of the
Maywoon of Pegue; Iinmediately sent a message to his house, notify-
ing our asrival, and. i veturn, received a civil reply, expressing 2 dusive
10 B me.

O the ollowing moming aboul nine o'clock, 2 nephew of the Maywaou
came down to welcome us : after conversing sometime, I walked with him
to «isit his relation, by whom I was received wnh_lg_vuy demonstration of
friendship = be politely asked me 1o remain at Mecaduy for iday or two,
and yisit his garden and country louse; but #s the season was advanced,
I felt solicitons to avoid unnecessary delay, and thereflore excused myscll:
in fact; our siay would have put kim to an incoavenience, having business,
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he said, to adjust on his estute, whicl would employ him for severul days,
but he expected to arvive at Rangooh s soon a5 ourselves, On oy ex-
pressing a desire to see some of the mountaincers called Kayn, he
obligingly offered to send one of his attendants to a village 4 few miles
off; inhabited by these people, with directions to bring some ol them for
our inspection, dressed in the proper garb of their country, 1 understood
from him that, since our departure from Ummerapoora, not less than
50,000 persans had left thit city in the triin of the several princes and
men of rank, who, after paying homage at the golden feet, had returned
to their respective governments. When I ok leave, he ordered a pair
of horses ta be bronght from his stable, and requested my ucoeptance of
them; they were very lundsame, and one was of an uncommon colour,
having a number of circulir black spots, on'it milk white skin, In retura,
Ipresented himwitlt a marquee made of European canvass; lined with Eng-
lish broad cloth, and my rifle-barrelled gun, which I more highly valued.
In the evening 1 wilked over grounds which | had olten trod before.
Every thing in this district seemed to be Hourishing; the peasants wnd
farmers acknowledge in the Maywoon, 2 mild and beneficent landlord 3 if
they were not so opulent as same, they were not so poor as miuny others :
cmiu:n!, I thought, shone in every countenance, and comlvrt apipeared
to be an inmate of every dwelling. Tnmy walks I'saw a good deal of
game; and shot a henzas, pr'BmHIII!r goose. The natives, although it is.
the symbol of their nution, hold the bird in no éstimations it is some-
what larger than a barnacle; the plumage is beawtiful, but the Hes in-
different. |
Next moming on my retum from & lung ride, I found a mimber of
people collected on the banks oppasite to our boats; these I learned were



446 EMBASSY TO AVA.

the Kaym, or tountaincers, with ll:rfr conductors, for whom the May-
woon had sent on the preceding day. K desired that the principal man
and woman should he hmﬂgﬁl on board. This amious couple were
dressed n their best auire, eonsisting of an ill shuped sleeved coat made
of coarse black cotion clothi; that of the mum was much shorter than the

i th ith stripes o wmm yellow; the
mnnlnd:bullwhhmlﬁﬂﬂﬂm which was suspended 1 poucth,
ornamented with strings and sall shel s on dhei ﬁwmymm hillets
nearly in the Birman mﬂp!lmm WMM tassels, com-
posed of the Calypira of the Buprestis ignita; she had also decorated het
neck amd arms swith many strivgs of beads and cowries: but the most
remarkable part was her face, which was tattowed all over in lnes mosily
deseribing segments of circles. This ceremony, which m sutne other
countries is perormed on the parts of women not puls[n:ly expused,
among the Kuyn'is confined wholly to the visage of their females, to
which, inthe eye of an weenstomed behiolder, it gives a most extraordi-
titry appeavance; thespect.of the: woman, though Sle wis not old, nor
o other respects ugly; from the effect of the operation was truly hideous.
I asked the ovigin of the custon': this they did not know, buxt suid it
had existed from time immemorial, and that it was imvariably performed
o every fumale, at o certain age. immediatdy employed my painter to
make a drawing of these singular figures, in the atitde in wiich they
siood belore me: o task whicly he perlvrmed in' two hours, with grent gxact-
ness, und drew striking resemblunces, Tlhere was sone difficulty in tking
a likeness of the man, who was alarmed nd restless, from a supposition
that we were imposing magical spells upon him; bBut the womay stood
still with her lunds crossed, apparently in perfect good humonr sl
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coutent; fhey spoke the Birmun lingunge indifferendy, and, in order w
engage their nltmtinn,._ we asked the man several questions, whare ke
expected 1o go when e died ¥ He roplled, thiat he should dgain become &
child. Who will make you a child? = Tlhe Mounzing.” Who are the
Mounzing? * The father and wother of the world, who grow o the earth
as two trees in abeld, one ever green, the nther dvy.”  What he mreant
by this metaphor we could rot tell, unless it wus a type of successive and
eternal renovation and decay. He adied, that the Mounzing tesided on
the great mountuin Gnows, where the images-nrlhn d:nﬂnmdcpmited.
They bad no ides of a place of future rewands and punishnients, Snd deny
the .-:.tisu:nﬂe of sin in their country 5 they do not pray whilst living,
beczuse they cannot, in this life, see the Mounzing, but they think that
their images pray to them alter mortal decease. They Lum their dead,
and afterwards collet tielr aslies. in an wim. which they convey to a
liguse, wheig, I the umn conain the relics of 2 pan, they keep it six dayy,
i of wwou, fve; alier which it is- carried 1o the place of interment,
and deposited iox iﬁl’ﬂ"&, and on the sod that covers it, is laid a wooden
imaye of the deceased, ta pray o the Mounzing add protect the bones
and pshes,

These are the mds notions of religion entertained by the hurmless
untaught race; that inhabic the lofty mountains which divide Arracan
from Ava, aid who, 45 children of nature, delighting in their wild and
native freecom, are for the most part insuperabily averse to lofid any com-
werce with the people of the plaius. The Birmaus, since the: conquest of
Armacing have compelled many, aud allured a few, to setile in villages at
the foot of the Lills, where they are treated with a humanity that tends 16
concifiate them, to their new and more civilized state, A large proportion of
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Kayn are, however, still independent. The Blmm;.-haﬂnot yet carried
sacrilegious invasion to their hioly mountain, which probably is not worth
acquiring. When a Kayn dies within the jurisdiction of the Birmans, the
relutions of the deceased always convey the. um, and the image of the
deparied person, to Gnows, there to deposit them in hallowed earth.
These people have no letters, nor any law, excepl custom; to this the
Birmans prudently leave them, never interfering in their municipal and
social economy.

Our curiosity being satisfied, we left Meeaday as soon as: the: painter
had Bnished the drawings. The country through which we sailed this
day had a pleasing appesrance; spots of eultivation and frequent towns
skigted the river, while small hills clothed with trees rose behind them,
We passed in our way throught a flock of thirty or lorty clephants, whe
Were swimming ucross the river, t:mrlng-tléi: viders un their necks;
these were all females, and had been employed is hunting their own
species; males are seldom used by the Birmans for that purpose. Late in
the evening we brought 10, at 2 small town called Pulloo, where there is
4 custom house, laving now entered the government of the Prinee of
Prome.

We gotiunder way early the ensuing morning, and abotit two o'clock
stopped at the lower suburbs of Prome, in the midst of 4 great concatirse
of baaie.  Landing our borses, we rode in the evening to view the site of
a very ancient city; whicli ages ago was the residence of a dynasty of
Pegue kings, before their country had submitied 10 the Birmun yoke, On
our right, we left 3 large temple namod Shoe Sanda Praw, situated ou an
eminence, round the foot of whicly were seversl kioums, or monasteries;
pursuing & southerly direction, we came on u level rosd leading through

| .
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well. cuhhﬂ%ﬁllds intarsporsed #nbgmmuf'l;lll palimyra dfecs. Wo
channdls of two rivess ui'this fime aluost dry 1 but which
in ﬂuniwmwﬂdommtmtmmm the moun-
taitis, and emply their waters into the lrawaddy ¢ by these strowms, ek
thinber s Hodted from the Jorests during ahe mansoon, and i suld here
very cheap: A plank three inchies thifck, and from: stxtcen w twenty et
long, may be purchased for 2 tackal, or half o crowi. The soil in the
neighbouthood of Prome, is remarkably well sdapted for gardens, el we
met m~m:m1m ol fruit on - thair beads: to market.
Thy evening was lur advanced befure we reached Yaues, oo entering
which we pussed ithrough an: old gateway, that sppeaved wr be nenvawer,
but of greater depths than any we had yot seens indecd the niinous
state both of the g:mrml the wall, rendered it dillicult o judge #c-
curately of thetr dimensions ; witin we could distinguish notling but
houses and fields, and it was now o Lo to explare the astiquities of
the place.  Two intelligent men, whom we overtook riling aloug the
road, informed s that it had once: been i great fortified city of 2 square
fowm, gach side messuring o spice equal Lo two miles and a balfs el il
had flourished [or several centuries, befure the Rl of the Pegue wo-
warchy, and that the vestiges of the imperial palace and a large temple
e still wenusising,
Mngwrﬁ.wcohmﬁ&nmdummdnwuwma
circular formy in the stme manwer s those we hadk remarked at Meeaday,
an ot joursey 1ot capital & hese, however, the sumber ol cirts was maich
areater; ong ofthe caraviny. containing not lesa than I'_I:Il.llli:lrndj which
wery disposed intwo circles, one within the other, presenting a very for-
muhhblmmwthemmh of men, or4f wild beasts.  They
sM
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wete chiclly loaden with gnapee und'sale fish, and had come from ¥ town
callsd Omow, situated or the biiks 6F i ke where fish s caught in such
abundance; as 1o constitute mn apticle ‘of commmercial exportation, The
road ‘in this diréction scemed to be wellmade, and much freqnented. THe
Ledegee, or steersman, of Doctor Buchanan's Yoat, who had mvdiaﬂby
liuriel From Prome to Ringoon,  jourtey of six ditys; said (et 3t Wad eqiially
good the whole way. Timber and sone ﬂag# are’ Lhe' ‘ptmi:ipnl :ﬂiﬂﬁ
of export trade at Prome. — *

Whiet the 'day brike we resumed dur journey s (e temiperitire of the aie
was now extremely plexsint, and e mornings unid evenimigs ool = at suns
rise, the quicksilver in the thermometér stood at 67 degrees: In the earlier
part of this day, the villages, particutarly thowt!on the'east bank, had 2
very inviting appearance, from the prchards of plmtai, mango, and other
fruiit trees; with which they were surrounded.  After passing Peinlice, tie
country asstmnéd o ronghieraspécts (e river, at’ the narrow strait where
our ‘boat ‘had been wrecked on theway up, ‘did ot now run with sich
rapid vioknee @5 before. Just above Tirroupmion, e pissed 3 large
isdind covered with reedy ind brashwood, which the boat people said wils
much infested by tigers, The hundsome town of Kainguain wis situated
belaw i+ we continted our course Ll afier clitrk, and passing the Hﬁui
of the long and. populous. city of Mayshonn, formerly Loonzay, h;dlurrlit
to at the west bank, 2 livle 1o the southward of the town ;' it it Wis toa
late to thitlk of kinding.

Next morning (Nov. 13th) we pot off; 8¢ an early hoor. Tn the midile
of -tht.p‘mt:ulihg night; | had been alavmed by a ‘scene of diséonl, be-
tweet (e battien and’ my people; which had nearly produced serious
consequences.  The Bimumns have a superstidious ‘abliorrence of Iy
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person’s passing over them, when they areasleep; it 5 deemed o great
indigaity, as well as injurious from the apprehended. effects of: super-
satral agency. The boatmen vsually slept cither on the roof of the
boat, or on the platform projecting from the sides, whilst my people occu-
pied the inner part. It happened that it the night, ooe of the soldies
went out on the platiorm, and, regardless of the Birmans who were taking
their rest, stepped over them without ceremony, most likely ignorant of
their prejudice, and perhaps half asleep himselfs one of the Birmuns,
bowever, chanced unluckily to be awake, who, jumping up, instantdy
attacked the offender with his fists; a scuffle cnsued, attended with no
smull outery; the other Birmans rose, and armed themselves with the
bamboos, that were kept for oar handles ; the soldiers flew to their
bayonets, and my servanls were preparing Lo take theie parts o this
stute of hostility 1 came imong them, just Lime enough to preyest mis-
chief. The Seree of Rangoon and the Ledegee at length pacified the
enraged crew, and L oordered my own people to retum to their births.
This accidemt produced no future eomity, and it was the onlyi dis
agreement that occurred,  The Birmans, though. sometimes. mh]g,
were in general extremely good -tempered, and seldom. refused o ac-
commodute the colars [strangers), even at the expence of their own
convenicnce. '
We rawed all this day through @ country, not so well oultivated or so
thickly infabited, as that we had passed on the preceding ;. & litle below
Spaiawah, a cousiderable branch of the river takes a southwesterly course,
leading, we were informed, to Bassien; it is called Keidowa, and some.
times Anou Kioup, or the Western River - the Arrican /mountains
were visible in the northi-west quuiter. . We brought to afier dadk, a liule
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above Henzadah, under a reedy bank, from whtduﬂmmmdul by
myriads of iroublesome insécis. -

The following day brought us' wuhﬁmmymhhln incident to
Denoobew.  The high bank and besutifol situstion of Temisto or Mmgo
village, on the west side; tempted me 1o go o shore.  It'is a charming
spot ¢ the town is inconsiderable, but the houses are nest s 'commodisis.
Denvobew, where we urrived afler sunset, is distinguished by a fine tem-
ple, and is-also echebrated for its mantilicaory of ‘mats; which ure made
hitre in beautiful variety, und superior in quality to what'sre Ebficated i
any other gart of the empire: long reeds und grass skirted the buntks
during the grextest part of this duy’s journey.

From Denoubew o Yanguin Chaingaly, the viver preserves nearfy a
direct cotrrse. Abont tan o'clock i1 the moming of the 15th, e got to the
entiance of the Panling river, where it separates from the great streat,
in the same manuer as the Hoogly does from the Gunges; the principul
branch pursuing a southerly course, divides as it approaches the sea into
a number of channels, which ure filled by the tide, and are fior the most
part mavigable. The river we now entered, is called by various names,
Ashay Wioup, or the Eastern River, Panlang viver, and Rangoon river, the
witth of which did not exceed four hundred yards. The eastern bank is
within the jurisdiction of Pegue ; but the opposite country is. included in
the province of Dulla, and is governed by & person ofa much kess dignified
tithe than Maywoon. Through the high réeds; which on éich side overning
the witer, several pathways were made leading 10 Candan villages.  As
we passed, | perceived o watercoimrse, which my people said came from a
lake called Madlatoo; W hud now resched ik place, where in going up,
we had been 5o severely teized by musquitos, and again felt thoir vetiomons
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influence ; they even assailed as in the daylime, and in such.pumbers, that
we were obliged to fortify our legs with boots, and pit on thick gloves,
whilst by contimually llupping with an handkerchicf, we endeavoured 1o
defend our faces. 1 But no soener had darkness commenced, than ].h:u‘:r.m-
blesnme insects redobled their attacks, in such multitddes, of such 3 size,
and 50 poisonous, that | am pepsuaded if an European with a delicate skin
were 10 be exposed uncavered to their ravages for one might, it would
nearly prove fatal ; even the Birman baatmen, whose skins are not casily
penctrated, cannot repose within their action; and my Bengal servants
actually cried out in torment. I lay in boots with my cloaths on, and a
double napkin over my face, and even thus could procure na rest. About
ning olelock we anchored below the wwn of Panlang, heing umble to stem
the tide; -and at eleven oy people hailed a sirange boat coming with
the flood, that rowed "towards us. Iustantly 1 heard an Eurppean
yoice, to which L had not of lite Lbeen accustomed, and soon recognized
that ol Caplain Thomas, of the Sea-Horse. [ had sent an eXpress
when we were at Meeaday, to apprize him of our approach, and
desire him to, get ready foy sea; be had learped from x small vessel
that we were at hand, jind-came thus fap to meet us. It being impos-
sible to a.lmp. we passed  the might in conversation; the account he
gave of his treatment by the niumicipal government of Rungoon during
niy absence, and of the conduct of the Birmans in generdl towards his
crew, was perfecily satislaciory, He had unrigged his shipdunngths
monsoon; and covered the decks with an awning of mats, as a protection
against the weather. Being in pessession of a tolerably commodious
house near the quay, le obligingly offered me a room in it; of this
| availed . myself, having no inteation to remain at. Rangoon longer
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than absolutely necessary, and hoped to limit my stay to 3 very few
days. At midnight we got under way, and brought to again &t six in
the morming : the banks on each side of the river do not indicate much
cultivation i its m:nghbaudmud. but of the state of the inletior couniry
we could not judge, being prevented by the bushes and tall reeds from
secing any distant ubjects. At tén ¢'clock the' boitmien resumed their
libour, ind we pussed on the left a very miserzble village named Teet-
heet. We were agdin obliged to anchor on account of the tide; and carly
on the morning of (ke | 7th of November, landed at Rangoon.
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CHAPTER XX.

Conuection witk the Birman Empire—Receive a Fisit from the Mag:
H'Wﬁ-_—-t‘fﬁn;ﬂml of a Carrian Fillsge— Birman Game of Chess—In-
stance of @ Trial by Ordeal.— Leller from the Maywaon to the Governor
Ceneral —Take leave— Embark orc board. the Sea-Horse—VFoyage fo
Bengal —Conelusion.

Tz Maywoon ol Pegue arrived at Rangoon a few hoars alter we had
landed. I paid him a visit on the following morning, and apprized him
of mry intention 1o sail for Bengul in o few days, when b politely said the
he would eontinue at Rangoon until we departed. He informed me that
the orders for carrying into effect the lute regulations, would be publicly
vesad and registered at the Rhooum on the lollowing day ; und heinvited me
to send a confidential person to be present at the ceremony ; adding that
the records were always open to public inspection, and that whoever
chose, might at any time procure i copy. by paying a trifling fee to the
ulficer of the coart, |

It may not be improper in this stage of my nuwrrative (o offér a lew
observations on the relative connection that subsists between the: British
-possessions o India, and the Birmun empire; to point out the commer-
cial objects that render theintercourse desirable, and the political necessity
theye is for our preserving such a degree of nutional inHuence with that
govemnment, @8 may enable us hacalier to counterict any atiempts to
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diminish our weight, or to erect an alien power that might eventually
mjure our interests, and even one iy rivil our authority. The propricty
of discussing a-subject of 50 much moment, naturally suggests itsell; bur
@ moment's refiection serves w convince that it ought' not 1o, be passed
over in silence. R bs too true; that the importance of the objects is lidden
only from ourselves. Those against whom it is most mcumbenton us 1o
guard, ave well apprised of their extent and magnitude  but even were it
atherwise, the security which is 10 arise from the suppression of points of
genend knowledge, is {allaciouws and withous dignity. ?m_d:nt;'ﬁ reguires
that the transactions of a cabingt should not be divulged, but that policy
must be very short sighted which attempts to conceal From the world what
every pensvn may discover; the bounties of fsrq\ride;n:'e_. the products,
resaurces, and local advantages of a great empire-

British Lndia ismore deeply concerned in her commerce and comnectios
with that part of the Birman empire, called Pegue, than mamy persons, in
other respects intimately versed in the affisits of Tndia, seént to'be aware.
This intevest points to/three distinct objects; lirst, to secure From that quar
ter vegular supplies of timber for ship building, without which 1le Brirish
marine of ludia could exist but on a very contracted seales secondly, 10
introduce into that conmtry, as much of our mamufictures 25 its con
sumplion may require, and (0 endeavour to find 3 mart iy the soutl-west
dominions of China, by means ol e great fiver of Ava; thirdly, to goard
with vigilince aguinst every nmmﬂwiit or adyance, which may be
made by furcign nations to divert the trade into aiher elannels, and obtsin
a permanent settlemoent in 3 cotitry so contiguous to the capital of ous

possessions.  This lust considération supersedes all others in the mig-
nitude of the consequences that might ultimately result fom i,
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It is impossible th impress my readér by any stronger prof with- the
vastimpoitanice of the Pegue tradde than brfefly 10 state, Uit adureble ves.
sel* of burthen cannot be built'in the river of Bengal, except by the aid:
of teak plank, which is procurahle from Pegue aloney and that i the
titnber tradé with that country should by any act of power be wresied
from us, il it should be losi by mislortuse, or forfeited throngh miscon-
duct, the marine of Calenwn; which of late years las proved 2 source
of unesampled prosperity 16 our principal settlument +, essentially bene-
' fited the parent country, and givep honourable aflluence 10 individuals,

® Ships have been constructed of saul wood, and of other indigenons timber of Bengal, but
en trial tey wers tot found 1o be serviceable.

t The lﬁlﬂﬂih&'ﬂhﬂkﬂﬂ: Tnstance of public spirit, will evioce the advantages that have
diready bosn derived bif the pacent comtey o the surins of Lndiay and the bencfie that may
tr fuitiire be sxpecsed:

%o the peac 1904, when the hamors of impemiing famine aggravated the miseries of war,
the Secrer Committes of the Cours of Direcrors, 3t the recommesidation of His Majesty's mini-
wicrs, transmitied by exprese to Lord Teignmuuth, thea Governor Genesal of Ladia, intelli-
g:nu.a of the :My Uzt throgtened Grem Brivain, and desiring whatever afd the Govesnment
of Tndiacsulll mpply, O receipt of the dispateh, the Governor Crenersl, with thef prompri-
tude and energy, which distispddiod hie slmivlsecation, exented the influsnce of government

with wuch efact, that 13500 tors of shippiug, Aot entircly Tndia builty were freighted 1o
cxergrice to Englamd s and were losden snd gleased fraas the gort of Caleuuta i lese tlian five
monthe from the date of thearrival of the letrer. Thissrpraly , with the sxorption of thecasualties
af the s, arrived mostopportunely for the raticf of the poov of Lemdan, sad relistad the priveod
izt evenllemt ariiclé of food to three halfpznce a posmnd. Sunttmﬂwr sn exsttiom is
ssither 09 s llely Knoien, nos so justly appreciated, 33 b merite.  Jv is @ chienmestance which
refleeen the Mighest emediven all Uie parties enncersied, sni deserves to be ocorfed in onder to
dertare 1o powterity the vast meesiines of Gzt Brilale, which was cahizd o draw weasonable
supplies of provision forths rell=fof 1he metropilis fraos colbiies sitpalol 2 the distance of
nearly two thirds of the cquaterial circumfermnre of the globe.
3N
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must be reduced nearly ta annililation, without the possibility of our being
able to find any adequate substituts for the material of which we shiould
be deprived. Witljin the st six yenrs., some of the linest merchant ships,
ever seen in the viver Thames, lave arrived from Calcutta®; where they
were built of teuk timber; amd, alier 'u!ﬂli'-.r;ﬁng viluable cargoes
London, were usefully employed'in the service of the 'state - ot would
the destruction of the Pegue trade be confined solely, in its effiets, 1o Ben-
gal: the other setilements would sensibly share i the loss. Madras IS Sup-
plied Tiomy Rangoon, with timber for all the common purposes of damestic
use; and eyven Bombay, although the coast of Malibar §s its principal
starchouse, finds it worth while, aanually @ import a large quantity of
planks from Peguie.

But whilst it isadvintageous to s, to promote the exportation ol timber
from the maritime towns of Pegue, it is as manifestly our interest 1o dis-
courage the building of ships in the Rangoos river, wwhere the construction
is facilitatéd by focal adv:lntages. equil to those of any port in the world,
and superior 10 most. The progress made in this art+, by the Birnuns,
has-of late years been mpid, and jicréises in proportion as foreigners Gn
place conlidence in the Birman government. Whett merchants find it
they e bulld, with security in the Rangoon river, for one-third less
cost than in the Ganges, an for nearly half of what they can at Bombay,

* The Cuveraand the Gabriel, built 31 Calewty of Pegoe timber, are now in the siver, and’
exhiblt no contemptible specimens of the naval architecture of India. The porr of Calcuna
can furnish 40,006 tons of shipping,

! The Superb, i very fine ihip, vehich was on the srocks when | was it Rangoan, Has
iately delivered 3 vaheable e2rgo in the tiver Thames; the Lavrestone ulso, 3 vessel of cone
Siderable for==, which, I believe, was taken into the Freac line during the last war, waa
cofistrucied at the samo port.
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fewwill hesitate in their choicg of u pluce. Itis said, that the ships and_glm.
are not 50 hrvmly constructed, as those built in our ports, and in genersl
this assertion is trie s bue the defect does not arise from the want of mate:
riuls, but berause the owners were speculative adventurers, without suffi.
cient funds to defray the charges of libour and of iron, in whicly material,
Pegue ships have, by futal expesience, been und deficient, The ship-
wrights, howeyer, are as expert as auy workmen of the East, and theirma-
dels, whichare all lromn Frauce; ure excellent s the detriment, therefone, it
arises to us, from the construction of ships at Rangoon, is not less evident
than the beneht that we dexive, from importing the unmamifaciured material.
The Birmans, sagaciously knowing their own interest, set us an example
of policy, by semilting all duty on cordage, canvus, and wrought iron,
provided Lhese anticles are, bona fide, brougly for e equipment of a now
vessel ;- the port churges dlso are not exacted from a new ship, on leaving
the viver to proceed on lier fist vayage. A conduct on their part so wise, -
sugests to us the expediency, of adepting some measures for our own ins
terests an alienduty; ara maodified disquﬂlilicntim:, would probnhl_y, like
the acts of parliament in aid of British navigatiot, prove the most effec-
() remedy. Trade cannot be prosecuted in the Indian seas to any exteut,
except with British ports; many objections, it is true, may be mide to
such a proposition; but the good resulting to us, would be immediate and
certidn, whilst the i) :r’m#ﬂnm_um. il any there be, ure equivocal and
remote, =

Bur if we are called upon by our interest in a commercial point of
view, ta check the growth of ship building at Rangoon, how much more
important is the <ubject when seen in 3 political light* 1t s a fuct, which
appears 1o merit some consideration, and s perhaps not generally advested
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0, that in 3 very few years, and at & small tmnpnrnlivu--l:l_penm: a for-
anidable navy may rise on the banks of (he rawaddy. from the-forests of
Pegue. ‘It is probably not knows, tht antificers” are educuting by our
enctmics for that express purpose, whilst we encourage theiy peogress it Alie
science, by enabiling theni w derive benefit, and acquire experictce ot tie
same time. Nutloml security, tersfore, 45 well a5 mercantile advan-
tage, strongly urge a vigiline attention to i quarter, wheice the feats of
injuty lo aurselyes, may so abundantly be desrwn,

The imports iiito - Rangoon from the British settlements, in the year
1204-5; amounted, T wusinlbrmed, o more than iwelve lacks of nipees,
ahout £-135,000 sterling ;- these cansisted chielly of coare piece. gouds,
glass, Bardware, ind broad cloth. The demand for 1l last avticle, in the
}:‘lﬂ_l 1795, was considerable; retums were made almost whielly in timber.
A few unimpartant énmmliﬂ_u -are anavally carried from Pegue. 1o the
coastof Pedierind the Prince ol Wales's Istund, for the China inarket, The
tmber trade, though attended with a corizin advamiage to the curier, yel
nol produciing such lurge profits, as 3 more Inzurdous venture (o the
castern straits, 10 Chioy, aml the Malay coast, is seldom prosecuted by
merchants of the highest commercial credits who aim at making & Futune
by the success of a single voyage, for which the ship is usually froighied
with thut valuuble el abluring drivg: apium, o gagerly. songht alter by
the Chinese, yet so stricdy prolibited by ihels government, Owing (o
this enterprizing spirit among merchants in Indfa, 3 ship is scldom sent 1o
aury wood, excepl when the swaes have not fsds to provide a more
valuzble cargo ; andd this imubility frequently extends eveen to the means of

* The Trenc hmlmmrmlnulndm:gmnﬁmgom and mthnmughlquuﬂn{nd
with thie advanriges whick \he country of Pigue offers. .
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defraying the expence of 4 Tading of timber: hence the master of a vessel
often finds himscll embarrassed when on the eve of departore, and e
vessel i somelimes detained by logal demands which be carmot discharge.
Diliculty: produces coutention; and provokes bitter aned generally gronund-
less invectives against the Liws of the country, whiich, though oppressive
to the sbyjeet, are certainly lenient o lorcigners.

Timber for muritime purposes: is: the ooly article the Birman em-
pire: produces; of which we sund in indispensabile need, and 1w pro-
mote or encourage the culture and exportaiion of those commedilics,
which forms the valnable staples: of British Indiz, alnsost all of which
the kingdom of Ava is cupable of yielding, would opernte’ 10 the mani-
fest injury of our own provinces, We require and should seek for
nothing more thar o mars lor gur masulctured goods,, and, in returs,
to bring back their wwrouglt waterials; interference inany other slape
uppears to. be: impolitic. and likeiy. i the end. o prove, pr:jndiﬁn] to
aurselves.. : 9

The:maritime ports of this great empire are commodious lor shipping,
snd bever situasted for Indian commerce; thun thuse ol any other power.
Grear Britain possesses the western side of wiut is: called the Bay of
Bengal ¢ the govermment ol Ava, the castern; which Iy lur superior (0
the foriner in the fucilities it aifords w savigation, From the montly of
the Ganges to cupe Guil.’nul:in:lhﬂr whole range ol our continental territory,
there is nol a single halour capable of affording shelter ta.a. wessel of
five hundred rons burthen ; it is an unbroken lino of exposed shore where
ships must ride i open roads: bu Ava compreliends within her extent
of coast. three excellent ports; Negruis, the most seane harbour in the
bay; Rungoon and Mergui, eaclof tiese is equally convenient and much
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more accessible than the river of Bengl, which is the only port within
the bay, in our possession. _

The entrunce into the river -n'k..'ﬂ'cugzi-, presants o8- intricate, and dan-
gerous a channel, s any that is known § and during three months of the
year, 1 aliip, in Jeaving the Ganges, incurs considershle huzard from being
olligedd 16 bear against o bul wind; in shoal water, smong surrounding
gands; but from the harbour of Negrais, a ship launches at once into the
apert hay, and miy work to the southwand without any other impedi-
ment, than what e monypon opposes:  Rangoon, at that particular sea-
son, is more perilons than Negrai, especially to vessels bhound from the
straits of Malucca, Pulo Penung, and other castern pnm;;. these, if not well
acrpminted with the violent current setting at that period to the eastward,
are liable to be decclved b their reckoning, and, imagining thenselves
to be farther west than they really are, sometivies stand 100 much to the
northward, (il! they get entangled among the shioals of what is called the
buy of Mastuban, whence a retreat is. very difficult, and where the tide
and rctard, but for a very short period, the impending fae. Ships sailing
from the westward, by making cape Negrais, and Keeping within sight of
the coast, until they come near the bar of Rangoon, m*n_iti t_lmm dangars ;
at every other season Rangoon may be approached, und left with petfect
security 1. the bur is narow, and contains d;iyth of water, at thma‘q_un_rm‘s
Hood, suliicient lorvessels of amy burthen. The channel ol the river is umim-
peded, currying rom six to eight fithoms, a5 igh as the town of Rangoan,

Blessed with so mrdi_l;ary a coincidence of advantages, srising from
sihmtiml! extent, produce, and climate, the kingdom of Ava, or more

, properly the Birman empire, is among castermn uations, second in import-

*
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arice to China wlone, whilst, from its contiguity (o British India, it be
canies to us, of much greater consequence: Wecan have no reason, in
the present prosperous state of our affitirs, to dread the hostllities ol all
the native powers of Tidi combined. Our Nereditary Tue is destroyed,
arid there remains no other, who bears fowurds us any lixed or rooted et
mity: the Birmans certainly do not, but however Evourable theis matural
disposition may be, that characteristic pride and unhounded srrogance,

which govern their condict wards othey states, may lead' them to offer
inidignity, which we cannol avoid resenting, and o commit acts of ag-
gression, as in the affair at Gh‘iung’uug.whiﬁh we shall be obliged to repel.
Such necessity is sincerely to be deprecated : sieadiness and temper in
our negociations, and a reasonable allowance for their mistiken prin-
ciples, will go far, to avert the ill consequeénces that might arise l'rum Lheir
haughty amd weak wssumption, We cannot expect from 2 proud snd vie-
torious .pdi[ilt.'., iﬁ![}mﬁcd with an extravagant opinion of their awn power,
(iat veverence, which the siates of India hitve been taught o [ee! forour
established churacter. The principal nations 10 the east of Bengal are o be
considered by themselves a3 4 kind ol body politic, wholly distinct from
Jlothers: and, infact, China, Ava, and the cotnitries south of them, com-
pose  body, in extent and mumber of intubitints, more than equal 1o all
Europe. These nations are connected by a striking similarity. of manners
and political maxims, to which, as they cunnot be suddenly chimged, we
ouglit to assimilate, in our intercoutse witl their governments, as fur as Lhe
diguity of owr own will permit. To preserve a cotrespandence sud a
good understunding with thie court of Ava, is essentially expedient for
atir owh prosperity; but, for the reasons atready stated, that connection
should not be 100 intimate. A limited frade and a preponderating influ-

E 1
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ence, sufficient (o countersct the machinations of our enemivs, e e
utmost fengths that we should go3 by uot interfering fartber, the Blymuns
will be canvinced ‘of ke muderativn and justice bf our principles; und
learn from them 1o repel the insidions advances of anynmrpﬁﬂu-. matle
with a lutent view to undermine their dominion, and aliimuely to wrest
their country from. them. 1445 our interest to maintain their independence,
and o guand it from foreigy encroackment, whilkt a knowledge of this
trnth cannat fail, i the end, w unite the Birman goversment to' ours, i
‘bonds of reciprocal umity and confidence.

During the few days that we contimied at Rangoon, I'had the pleasure
10 mtm!::mgt: nsany reciprocal marks of civility with the Maywoon, who
p'.nil me @ visit on board the Sea Horse; sfter which we rowed in his
war-bout 10 3 very fine ship ‘belonging to lim; which lad recently
been buill, amd, he Gssured e, was entirely the 'wnrknmmhjp of vative
artificers.

Whilst we remained here, Doctor Buchiawan, secompanicd by one of
the olficers of the Sea Horse, made an exewrsion on horsebiack a fews miles
off, to view - villige inhabited by Carfaners, the simple rmurnl race of
people, of whom nrention lias alri:nliy beon made™,.  Pussing by the grent
wm[:i]c'nf Shncdngmmg, they procecded along an indifferent roul, abons
thiree miles, Gl tiey arrived at one of the villiges which they sought = it
‘contiinel nol move than ten vr i dozen houses rised o posts, and dis-
posed in such u manuer as w inclose a squa;c yard, i which were a
tumber ol bulfdloes. The head mim was gone to'a distant village, but
ane of the inhibivins invied e strangers 1 enter his dweélling, ind
hospltdbly offired what his Touse afforded: The visitants ascended 2

* Sec page 2074
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naeeow ladder about twelve feet high intg a sort of barm, divided into two
by a mat partition; the lloor was of rough hoards, the sides of mats, and
a roof, compased of bamboos, wus covered with thatch ; atnight they daw
up the ladder, and, closing the door, sleep secure from the assaults ol
wild beasts, or the depredations of thicves.  Seven or eight men, 25 many
women, and several children, constituted a numerous family; they seemed
a liealthy and vigorous rce of people;, and were of a: fairer compleion
than the gcnﬂl‘ali!}_' of southerss Birmuns: some of the women wore rich
strings of cort) round their necks, and were even adormed with ornaments
of gold and silver; they speak a dialect peculiar to themsclves, but lhc.ir
language is mdmally the same as the Birman. Thers are both chue and
Birman Carianers, who differ in the same degree s the nations (o which
they are attached; they complain of being oppressed by the Birawans, but
their appearance did not indicate severe oppression, and they have a netiam
sale for whatever their industry can raise.  Doctor Buchanan saw scve-
i Birmans on the road, carrying baskets; some going for the produce of
their gaydens; others returning with burthens of fruit and vegetables. The
life these people lead, is tnily pastoral; they have no other business o
object except that of cultivating the soil, and tending thewr Hocks;
their religion is the worship of Gaudma, but in these rites they do not
join with the ssme forvour that animates the Birmans; they rather seem
io acquiesce in the docirines of their conguerers, which they do not even
profess 1o understand. N

Dr. Buchanan interrogated one of the men, who admitted their want
of knowledge, and assigned as the reasan, that God once wrote his laws
ond cammands on the skin of a buffilo, and culled upon all nations of the
earth to come and take a copy; a summons which «ll obeyed, except

2 30
-
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the Carianers, who had not Jeisure, being occupicd in the business of lus-
bandry ; and that in consequence of (his neglect, they remained ever singe
in a state of ignorance, witlout any other cares, than those which relited to
(heirpastoral employment. On going away, Dir, Blwl:pmmnnli'mul them alew
pieces ol silver, which soexcited their surprise, being quite snaccustomed to
suchaets of liberality, that they hesitated to receive the money, and seemed
ata loss towhat motive, 1o ascribe his hounty. Alter lvoking atene another,
and talking for 2 minute or two, with much exrnestness, the women, ot
sudden, as il his design bad just been discovered, all ran away langhiog,
whilst the men:sullenly declined the gilts in fact, they concluded iliat the
Doctor wanted to purchase the Gayours of ane of their females. having no
notion of a disinterested donation. The ladies bowever did ‘ot wait 1o
asceriain for whom the golden apple was designed, and it was i vain be
tried to convince themen that their suspicions were ill founded, These poon,
people entertain a delicacy in regard to women, which their more enlight-
ened conquerors do not feeli. To prgve, however, the purity of his inten.
tions,. the Doctor Jeft the money on the Hoor when he depurted. The
gentlemen retursed by the same road, and in their way, examined a minerl
spring, in the neighbourhood of the great Pagoda.

I had an vpportunity at Rangoon, of observing that, the Birmans of
distinction played ot cliess, a circumstance which, from our secluded situ-
ation at the capital, lad escaped my notice. This game is held in ligh
estimation among the superior ranks: the board they use is exacily similar
to ours, contaiming 64 squares, and their number of troops the sawme, 16 on
cach side; but the names, |lie pawer and dispesal of them differ cssentially;
the king and his minister (2 queen is never introduced by the Orientals)
are mounted on elephants; these are defended by two castles or yelay,
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two knights on horseback, Mene, two officers on foot, one called Meem,
Alie other Chiekéy, and eight Maundelay or foot soldiers : the Torces of each
party are arranged on three lives, by which eight squares remdin unoccu-
pied; uone. of the pieces possess equal force with our queen; and this
restricted ‘uperation, renders the Birman mode of playing more complex
and dificult thin ours. The Birmans alfirm that §t is-a game of ligh antis
quity, and that it is acknowledged ind authorizéd by their sacred writings,
although every play ‘of chince is prohibited, This testimony confinms ™
the opinion of (he late Sir William Jones, that chess was invented in Indii,
ad is mol, as generally imagined, of Persian origin: the Birmans catl i
Chedréen, a word that bears some resemblimce t6 the name which is given
to the game, in miost olher parts ol the world, '

During' the time that the English deputation was at Ummerapoora,
Claptain Thomas witnessed at Rimgoon, a remarkable instince of 4 trinl by
the ordeal of witer, the dircumstaces of which he thus related o me:
Twa women of the middling cluss litigated a small property before tlie
court of justice, and s the judges found great difficolty in deciding the
question of right; it was atlength agreed, by mutual consent, to put the
mattes (o the issue of an' ordeul, The parties, attended by the oflicers off
the court, several Rhahagns, or priests; and o vast concourse of people,
repaired 1o tank or pond, in the vicinity of the town. Alfier praying to
the Rhalaans for some time, and performing cerain purificatory” ceremo-
nials, the iiﬂg&m;e’memi the pond, and waded in'it, till the water reached
their breasts ; they were accompanied by two or three men, one of whom
pIacing'lﬁc women close ta each other, and putting 2 board on their lieads,

® See 3 paper on the Indiai game of Chess by the President of (e Asiatic Socitty, in the
2 val. of Asatic Rescarches.
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af -a signal given, pressed upon the beard till he immersed them bath at
the same instant. They vemained out of sight about u mibute and 3
balf, when one of them, ficarly sulfocated, raised et beacl, whilst the
other continued to sit upon her lmms at the bottom, but was immediately
lified up by the wen; afier which an officer of the court 'I:Jle:mnlr.p;ﬂ-.
nounced judgment in her Bvour, and of the justice of this decision none
of the bye standers appeared to entertain the smallest, doubt, from the
infallibility of the proof which had been giver.

The irial by ordeal, in ull countries where the Hindoo religion prevails,
is s ancient-as their records.  The late Ali Ibrahim Khan, native chiel
magistrate of Benares, has communicated, in @ very curigus paper”, the
modes by which this appeal to the Deity is' made, us they are described
in the Metaschera, or comment on the Dherma Sasira, in the chapter on
oaths: the Birmans being governed by thc-sm.auxholily, observe nearly
“similar forms; but s knowledge increases, and mankind becanic more
enlightened, these absurd practices lose ground, and have of lale years
been discountenanced, by the judicial courts both of India and of Awva.

Previous to our departurs, the Maywoon of Pegue delivered to my:c'm1
letter addressed to the Governor General of India, couchied in very friendly
terms,. buf dictated in the uspul style of trgid extravagance; he enume-
rated ity if the concessions gianted in favour of English commerce, and
expressed & determination to execute his part with punciutlity and atten-
tion. His Birman Majesty hus long entertsined a desire to procure an
English carriage, with the distinctions of Birman royalty attached 10 it:

* ® This paper was presented otz Asiatic Society by Wamen Hasmings, Esq,  See 4 Qn
the trial by ordesl smong the Hindoos," Asimic Researches, vol. 1.
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i this letter (he Maywoon made’ s tequest that such 3 ove might be sent;
and in order o direct the artist, I was lurnished with a very intelligible
and well exccuted druwing”, performed at Ummerapoora, by the King's
painter. It displayed the canfiage and body of an English crane-necked
chariot, ‘gilded ll over: fram the top of the body, there rose a regal
spire, or plasath, in separate stuges, bearing a miniature resemblance to
those whicl ormamented the palace and royal barge; four lians i a
cruuching attitude, guarded the carriage, two on thie fore part, and two
behind, 4iid a bird, designed, [imagine, to represent the Henzat, or tutelary
goose, was placed in front with expanded wings: The Maywoon's letter,
however, contained a requisition of yet greater importance. that was; to
obiain materials for the establishment of a mint, a design which, il zrried
into efféct+, must considerabily promote the prosperity of the country, 4s
the secessity of weighing lumps of lead und sitver, and ascertaining the
purity, operateasa sensible impcdimu:ﬂ Lo commerce.

On the 26th of November, the day preceding thut of our embarkation,
1 wiited on the Mayioon, accompanied by the gentlemen of the deputa-
tion and Captain Thomas, to take our final leave, Ihad occasion'io icel

* The Evropesn part of this drawing was made {from a1 old carrisge, which had been intrs.
duced into the Ava country, several yrarsbefore.  The Governoz Genenl complied with both
the requests contained b the Maywoon's letter, und in ibe following year, sent avery superh
chariot & his Birman Majesty,* constructed scconliug to the repressntation: the top of the
spire, notwithstznding the body hung very low, was 13 Eﬂ from the ground; # was
extremely rich and well execmed,

4 Tt iy sesprising that the Chinese have nenational coin; at lhepunnf Canton, dallers in
e mezmre sapply the deliciency, but in te interior of the kingdom, the inconvenionce mus
be generally felt.
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myself individually obliged to him for his personal auentions, whilst his
mild administranioh and pleasing -manners had acquired ‘my  esteem'-
Ie 15 universally scknowledged to be o good man, ' seems Lighly
to desevve that veputation. I had opportmities OF withessing' several
mstances of his benevolence and l'lumm.'litr1 amid, z]l.l]n‘ugl:l his:-ail[horlt)'
within his own jurisdictivn is' absolute, 1 never heard him aceused of
an: ubuse of his power, oy of a single aet ol oppression or mjusiice.
Such a character in 3 country; where the most figorous and ' oftery
barbarous  despetism prevails, is eniitled to parﬁm]ar-'emm‘imh; We
parted with mutual, and, Fam inclined w beliove, notimincere; profes-
sinps| of permanent good will. i

Ogo ihe morning of the 27th, we breakfasted on board tle Sea Horse;
most of the attendants with our heavy baggage had embarked on the
prezeding diry, and atien o'dock we weighed anchor, It had previously
boen agreed that tlie Gompany's ship should: salute the Birman flag with
eleveniguns, which ‘were (o be answered by an equsl number from the:
battery on shore: Captain Thomus performed his part ol the agreement,
but the battery, swhicl was very slow in acknowledging the compliment,
relumed oply seven.  This apparent muvk of disrespect, which could not be
attributed todgnorance; T conceived rather Lo originate in the person who
hud ‘charge of the battery, and who might think to recommend himsell*
by ity than fromvany higher authority & it was, bowever, such an ostensible
and public slight 1o the Company's colours, thal I judged it expedient 1o
write a note t the Maywoon, to acquaint him of the fact.

We dropped down with the cbl as £ir a4 the Chokey, or watch station,
from whenice the customhouse oflicer had visited the Sea Horse, on lier st
arrival.  In passiog the mouth of the Pegue river we observed; that ut the



EMBASSY TO AVA, 471

entvance, it was nearly: as wide asthe great river; but that breadih soon
diminishes to 8 very contracted spacer severl large creeks. bramched off
both to the right and the left, which the pilot said were navigable (o3 cons
siderable distance by boass of heavy buriben. In the evening we again
weighed, and crossed the bar al midn_igh:; early next morning we saw the
landmark: called the: Elcphant; and favoured by the €bib, passed: thia
China Bakir river: The wind not being strong eoough, when the tide
turned, to enible us to stem the food, we again came to anchor, being in
company witha ship named the Hope, bound ulso o Caleuita, Oun the fol-
lowing moming, we stood o the southward on the first of the ebb; which
bore us along with it against un unfavourable breeze, Omn the 50th, we made
Diamond Islatid and Cape Negrais, andl next 'day at an carly hour passed
a shipstanding towands Rangoon, which appeared to have sullered severely
from 2 recent storm, having lost her main-top and fore-top-gallant masts;
the wind was at this time north-north west, and a heavy swell from the
same quarier; mdicated that there had lutely been a hard gale, a very
unusuil circumstance at that season of the year.

Keeping withina few leagues of the coast; we continued to beat against
a foul wind, until the:9tle of December, when we made Chedoba, a fertile
islund belonging 10 the Birman government: the chamiel between this
istand and the main, is annuzlly pavigated by large trading boats, but it
does; not alfurd 2 sale passage for shipping.  The length of the island
we judged to be wbout 45 miles; it yields abundance of rice, and ‘is
governed by a Chekey or Licutenant, who is subject 1o the Maywoon af
Arrcan. Havivg now the benefit of regular land and sea breezes, we were
cnabled to mike some progress 1o themorthward.  On the moming of the
11th, wesaw what are culled the Broken Islands, on the coast of Arracan,
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which are for the most part a barren assemblage of rocky eminences,
affording shelter only to pirates and thieves. On the 12th and §5th, we
experienced much inconvenienice, the wind, which was directly againsi us,
blowing withsuch violence that the ship luboured grestly, and our fore-top-
<ail was torn from the yard, On the 14th, the weather moderated, and the
wind veering a little to the eastward, we had the good fortune un the 16th
to discover a pilotschooner dtanchor, between the eastern ind western regls
near (he mouth of the Ganges: neap tides prevailing, our passage up the
river was fedious, and the wind coming invariably [rom the northern
quarter, rendered it hazardous to proceed by night. On the 22d, we
resched Budge Budge, where | found  pulwar® waiting, which my friend,
Captain Sandys, as soon as he heard of the arrival of e Sea Horse, had
dispatched to meet me; at this place T quitted the ship, and in two hours
reached Caleatta, afier an eventful sbsence of ten'months.

& A commodioos kind of boat used in th:riif!:l"Ga:t_Jgg-
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The Plants, of which the follewing descriptioms anl figtres ure given, have beew. selected
by the Prestoent of the Rovas Secizsy, ar the most rare and curieus among &
cofuions and valuable collsction made by Docroz Bucnanay, who transwitted to
the Courr of Dinecrors an hortus siceus in sxczllen preservation, t&gdiﬂ'wfﬁ
delimeatioes of ench plant, execated om the spot.

THALIA CANNEFORMIS.
Forst, predr. w. 8. Lann. spec, plant. edit, Willdenow, 1. P V6,

Thayng payng Birm.
Habitat in sylvis, preesertins humidioribus, in Insulis Andamanmcis, Rangoon,
T IV.

Cadeus solidus, teres, glaber, ramosty. Rava geviculasi, divavicati..

Folia canlina, alierna, patentia, petiolats, ovalia, inwegerrima, glbra: pervis

Putiolns geniculo instructus, superne leres, inferne nmhr;mun vaginalis,
amplexicaulis, amuld oppositus. St:pula solitaria, petiolo opposita, sepe
ugimmmloug'i.uﬂirtc, subulaty, dorso canalicnlata ; interdum etiam adsunt
stipule sparsz, infrafoliscee.

Panicules penduola; opposiufoliz. Rachis tlesuos, articulats, compressa : articulis
apice glumifiris. G lume bivalves, biflors, persistentes, pedunculum 1nvol-
ventes ¢ valyuls infesiore Jongituding peduniculi, duriore, syperiorent lenu-

. orem, colorian umplexa, Pedunoulus coloratus, clavatus, bifidus, carosus.
Floves albi, solitarti, apicibus pedicelli insidentes ; singuli rudimentum
alterius ad basin lubent.

Perianthium propyium tripavtitum, superum, brevissimum, colomtum | laciniis:
erects, acumimatis, c

Corvlla monopetals, irregularis, Tubws wigonus, Limbur duplex : Lacinie tres
cxteriores 2quales, linceolste, patentes, acumigace, undulate; Laciniarum
snteriorum duz latioges, patentes; tertia brevis, cucullata, genitalia wgens.

Filumentum petaloideum, bipartitum : laciniiy falcatis. Anthera unica, clavata,
margini lacinie dextrx flamenti adnata.

Germen inferum, parviim. Siles cylindracens, longimdine filamenti, tubo coroll=

l . ad basin adoatus, spice incurvus, liber. Stigma concayum.
' 3P
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GARDENIA CORONARIA.

Yanggap Birm
Halitat in vigis ot hortis« Rangoon. % . ITI—V.

Rewa sparsi, foliad, leves, annulad, internodiis SUPErne incrassatis,

Feliz' ramulorum opposita, approximata patentia, petioluta, ovalia, apicem versus
plenumaue latiors, integerrima, acuminata, utringque nitida ; Juniora gum-
mosoeviscida,  Peftolus brevissimus, semileres, Spra CONVEXNS, erccius,
sabriusculus, ~ '

Stifndeintrafoliacer, vaginantes, srects, lengitudine petiolorsm, apicibus scariosis,

Flores axillares, sessiles, solitarii, folio longiares, favi, patentes,

Caaérx monaphythus, erectus, pentaganus, hine dehiscens, apice obtusus.

Gorolla hypocrateriformis. Tubws cylindraceus, calyee tulta longior, gnmmoso-
viscidus. . Faux nuda, Liwbio quingue-sen sex-partitas : laciniis ovalibus,
obtusis, supra venoais, obliquis, margine exteriare rectiore.

Filammta nulla. Anthere quinee, lineares, apici tubi adiate,

Germen turbinatum, nlerum, pentaganum, biloculare, palyspermum. .

Shylus eylindracens, longitmline tubi, apice dilstatas, compressus. Shigma margini
apicis styli adnatum, suleo longittdinati contorto pummifero exarstum,

Dripa oblonga, wmbilicita, quingise-catinata,

Niwx ovalis, sub-biloculams, pulpa repleta ; Semina plura, ovat, plana, nidulantia,
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PONTEDERITA DILATATA.

Suuctura Pontederse vaginali L. simillims, sed multoties major.

Fili avata, profimie cordats, angulis posteriorioribus oblongis, obtusis, minims
divergentibus,  Petielt deliiscentia spatheeformis, ovats, magnitudine ovi
gallinuceis

Flores coeruld, corymbosi, quibus pracipue differt 2 Pontederia hastata L.

Spatha multifiors, oblongs, monophylla, laters interiore dehiscens, petioli deliis-

Petafa sex, sessilia, carinats, duplici serie posita: tha interlor, cbovaia, olwusa,
suprome eeeto; mﬁnazlhmln!uln. tria exteriora laneeolita, seuta, patentii.

Filammmia sex, sabulats, peals inserta, fisque dimidio hreviora': quingue superiora
‘adscendentia ; sextum erectum, ad latus dextrum deflemum. Anhiere lintares,
bisulce, quingue dechnate fertiles ad apicem dehiscentes; sexta inferior
major, sterilis, diversi coloris.

Germen superum, ovatum, tigomum. Styles cylindracens, longitudine staminum,
inenrvus, ad laws sinistrum deflexus. Stigma obtusum, compressums.

Capsule ovata, acuminata, trilocularis, tﬁﬂ!‘ﬁl. tecta mt:iniifeul-:“ persiste
entibus, contortis, "

Seming: plurima, veceptaculo communi affa. i
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BAUHINIA DIPHYLLA.

Palam Birm,
Habitat in sylvis. Mzaduy. %. V1.

Caulis Fruticosus, scandens, ramosus, gliber. Ram: fructiferi crassi, teretes,
foliosi ; mn]umgmhqmdlmdcu

Folia shternz, petiolsts, conjugata. Folisls subreniformis, obtum, integeirima,
glabra. Peticlus lovgitudine fere loliotum, teres, utringue incrassitus, apice
subitus mucronatus.

Stipulz vulle, nisi wberculum ad basin petioli utringue,

Cirrhus lateralis, simplex, compressus, acuminatay, revolutus, folio brevior,

Acilens veflexus, apici petioli inter folia msidens.

Rocémus termisalis, simple, evectus, subangilatis, Flores magni anié lorescentiany
veourvi; puberes ‘evecti, sparsi, solitacii, pedicellart.  Paliclli compressi,
longitudine fere Horiwy crassi, basi squamuls acuminata, veous apicem
cirtholo notati, Petala albida, viseida, Pistillium eastancuny, |

Calyx persistens, monephyllus, quingue-fidus, crassus, basi turbinatus = laciniis
longs; Lastceolatis, revoluas, post florescentinm Guntortis,

Fetala quingue, =qualia, longiiding ealycis, lanceolatz, erectiusculs, unguicalata,
-apiei tubi calycis mserts.

Filamente devem, erects, subulats, longidine fere corolle, apici tubi corollie
inserta, Aiithera linesres, incumbentes, biloculares, supra sulcate,

Germen superun, pedicellatum, compressum, linedre, ntrinque acuminatum.
Stylus brevis, teres, longitudine staminum.  Stgma obtusim,

Legiomen maturum non vidi,
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SONNERATIA APETALA.

Kam-ba-la Birm.
Hibitat in ripis humidis, inundatis, maritimis. Rangoon. %- Y.

Arber pulcherrima, facie Salicis babylonice, sed elatior. Ko sparsi, pendali,
terctes, glabri. Romudi oppositi, divaricati, subbrachiati, glabri. Rliformes.
Flia ramilorum pauca, oppesita, petiolats, ovato.lanceolata, murgine. altero
magis gibbo, inlegerrina, sepivs obius, evervia, avenia, plana, subcarnom.
Puiofes liniearis, depressus, margine utringue acuius, brevis, obliquus,

s'.ihra
+ Flores pedunculati, cerniii, virescentes, glabri, magnitudine nueis moschate, axil-
lares subsolitarii; te ¢ sublernis Stanrina atha, Pedunceli foliis

dimidio breviores, peitluli, uniflori, glaliei, albidi, apicem versusincrassati,
artigulati, angulati-
Cabyx monophyllns, corisceus, crassus, campanulatus, ultr mddinm guadrifidus;

luciniis ovatis, patulis, acutis.
Cogolls vnlla. -
Neitariuns ; membrans crasse, fando calyeis adnat, margine iutegre, suminifero,
ultra calyeis divisuram producto. : '

Filantenta phusima, linearia, ad basin ereces, superius incorva, longitudine calysis,
apici neetarii maltiphich serie imsidentis, Anthera parve, erecta, cordstx,

Germen superam, tuibinusm, Syby teres, staminibus Ilmgmr. Aexuosus, Shigmu
AIAXi T, SUPIR. COnYexi, subitus concayugn, pileilorme. '

Pamupn orbiculstum, depressuns, ad basin clyze patente cinctum, octo-loculare,
stylo persistents mucTonati.

Semina plurims angulaea, in pulpa nidulantia,
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EPIDENDRUM MOSCHATUM.

Thu:_-km -ﬂﬂ: Birmes
Hobita¢ in arboribus. Rangeon. V.

Calis Eruticosus, crassitie digiti minoris, radicans, scandens, octo-suleatus, vagi-
patus, articulatus, mmosus, Rami structura caulis, foliatl, erectiusculi,
argyales.

Fulia rumes plura, alterna, bifaria, patentia, vaginantia, lincealats, integerrima,
olauss, witids; subtus fusco maculata, emervia, venis longitudinalibus
parallnhk striata, plana, carmos, internodiis multo longlora. Vagina ad-
pressa, vi-atme , ore mu:genmm \

Rasews oppositifolii, nmﬁm,mﬁhm:hmmw,ﬂzﬁ.
maculs purpurea in’ nectatio ulrEUe. striats ad basin singuli

Putala quindgue, patuls, ‘venvsa: tria exizriora fanceolata, obtusa, ducbus inferi-
oribus basi gibbis, coalitis: duo interiora litiora, longiora, ovata. Nectirium
apite bicorne, ad baxin acuminatum, carinatum, desinens in laminam
asstrgeniem, cuctllagm, incus pilosam.

Filametum brevissimum, stbolatum, ex parte summa nectarii postice iter eornua
enatum, umbrzcalam supra gibbum, subtus. bifovestum gerens,  Anthera
binz, parvee, in fovels umbraculi pidulantes, cavitati in supremp parte
nectarii insidentes,

Germen inferimy, longtssimmump teres,  Stylus nullus, Stigma : fovea subrotunda, =: ¢
mellifers, antice inter cornua supetiora nectarii cxarata, desinensin canalan
ad germen penetrantem, 3 cavitate antherifera valvuls obtusa separatum.
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AGYNEJA COCCINEA.

Tahmxyng-tsoop kyee Birm:
Hibisat in spiviss Pegu, ve 1V
Fulia esenilenta,

Arbuscsila cumulis roctis, teretibus, carinstis, & basi petiolorum utringue decurrente;
patulis, mtidis; tenellis pubescentibus.

Falia ramea phura, alerna, hovizuntalia; petiolata, lanceolats, integervima, obtuss,
witids; imernodiis multo lomgiore, Pefieler teres, gibbus, brevissinne,
assurpens, glaber, |

Flores sxillayes, parvi, museuli Hecem sen duodecim, peduncalat, flavi, nutantes, |

wixti feminets totidem, sessilibus, evecs, vindibus. Pedunenfus filiformis,
Muascerr Frones.
Calyx séxpartitus, externe pubescens | luciniis chlongis, obiusis : tribus exteriorilms
Corella nulla. )
Anthere plures, linmres, adnate rediments pisulli dﬁongu. ACuminato.
Fastser Frones.
Cafys sexpartits : lacinis subalatis, peristentibus, germen arde amplens.

-"ar#ffdmu-".. > | - . _ - L
Germen magnum, orbiculatum, depressum, Stylus crassus, brevis. Stigma cavum,
margine vix seudentato,

Capisula m:gn;, orhiculata, Jdepressa, umbilicats, novem-ad dupdecim-sulcats,
ovem-at] dundeeim-locularis: loculis medio dehiscentibus. '

Seanitea in singulo Jocilo'duo seq tria, verticalia, angulata, subovais, apice vecep-
taculo contrali allisa.
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HERITIERA FOMES.

Kanatso .B.I?ﬂﬂl
Habitat in ripis estu inundatis. Rangoon, b, IV-
Lignum fomes optimus; bona quoque mateties naupegis et Babris lignariis.

Arlor ramis exectis, rigidis. Rommii teretes, sulon obsolets, ex latere utroque pe-
tiolorumn decurrente, cinerei, msco minutissime punctaii,

Felia sparsa, petiolata, lancelato-oblonga, obtusa, integerrima, venis minutissime
seticulata; supra wikida, viridia; subtus incans, punctis fuscis adspersa.
Patiolus brevis, teves, eivereus, glinduloso. \punCtatus.

Poastiznla axillaris, folio brevior, patens, nuda; _ supra decomposita, Phdsnends
filiformes, pubescentes, Flares erecti, pan'l, externe cinerei, intus rubicundt,

Masoury Frores.”

Calyx cylindricus, monophyllus, quadrifidus - laciniis pamlu. Ovatis, acutis.

Corolla nulla,

Receptaculum orbiculatum, depressum, in fundo calycis, cni msadet Filomenium
subulatum, erectum, calyce brevius, Anhers condunate in unam, ovatum,

< acuminalam, parvain.
Hersearngopimt Frores, in cadem paniculz, pauciores.

Calys ut in masculis.

Ceralla nulla,

Filamenta nulla. Anthere quatuar, bilobe, germinis Basin amlncnlﬂ,mmuu:t (sitie
dubio elfoete Edit.)

Germen ovatum, quadrisulcatum, supenim, receptaculo magno insidens, arymina-
we, St quatssor, brevissimi, condunati, Seigma obtwmm, quadei-labum.

Capsule quatnor, pedicellate, erbiculate, margnate, basi exteriue gibbe, dorso
ciriae, liguoss,

Semina solitaria maxima, ovata, compressa, intus cava, apice corcilifera,
Fructificatio sape demit, aliguando addit quartan pmcm
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No. L. .
To Copiain Mickasl Symss, Agent lo the Court of dva-
Sim,
Areranty to your desire, 1 proceedsd hiz forenoon to the oppasite side, to visie
the two principal Woongess.

Some time alter my arrival at the homse of the first in rank, he made his
appearance without sny display of grandeur or parade, further than being in his
court dress.  His reception was polite, 28 was his behaviour duning the tme |
remgined ; and, so far as | reaollect, the fllowing is the purport of our conver-
sation, which was carried on ¢hrough the medium of Baba-Shesn © le first asked
me what kind ol 2 passage we kad [rom Bengal 1o Rangoon; whether since our
arrival we lial been comfortably siusated, or otherwise® To these I replied, that
atr passage bad been pleassmt, and that we had experienced since our amival every
attention and comlort we could desive.  His nest question was, what period lad
elapsed since we left Bengsl? which having answered, he then imqubred How the
King and Queen were when the list aceounts left England? On receiving my
answer to this, he asked how the Governor General was when we kel Bengil,
and what was his:age?

These, | beliove, are the only questions proposed ;. be then desired Baba-Sheea
to inform me, that he would use his best endeavours with the King to promote
thie olijects for which we had come: likewise that he was very anxious for our
welfire on hearing af the sickness and mortality that prevailed amongst the Ch-
nesz, and on that scconnt would recommend to his Majesty to allow us to depart
as soon as the swason was [avourable; adding, that we should carry with ws his
goud withies far our wafe veturn o Bengal. 1 desired Baba-Shecn 1o intimate the
high sense we entertained of hissolicimde for, and good intention wwards, us;
but requested he might not give himsell’ any UnCasINCSs U OuT 36Coont, @ e
had cvery comfort we could gossibily desire; and during _tlu' time of our residence
hese, had found the elimats to be 2 very healthy one.  Having inguired who the

3
0
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.‘.
Maonshee, ke, were, lie desired Baba-Sheen to request our acceptance of somse
sweetmeats, %c. which he had pm_viﬂ:'d for v, and then withdrew.

From his house I went to that of the second Woengee, where, after | had been
seated for a linde while, he made his appearance, dressed, as I was wid, in the
proper war dress of b Birmats,  Hit recepiion was polite, Bat more ostentatious
than that of the firs minister, having asembled 3 great numbes of people (i0
\iesr various dresses usedl on occasivty of ceremony) i (he lall into which
we were conducted’: ac each end of which were several racks full of muskets,
spears, and swords; the differest insigaia of his office, were likewise displayed
to the best advantage.

A Tittle after Tie camne ‘i, a Nakhazn desired Biba-Sheen o inguire, whetlier
ot prsigze from Beogal bud been fivourable, and bow we hael been, withs respect
10 conyemiesce, since gut arrival 7 These | unswered in the sate Lerms | had
dome before, 1 was then asked, what time a ship sommonly took to perform the
v};yagt from Bengal to England ; to which having raplied, §'was again asked how
ihe King and Qucen were, Bkewire whether the Goversior General way i good
health when we lef Bengal? Having reccived my answers to these, they next
snequited whether the Governor Generul's anthority extended over all aur posses-
sions in Todia? This 1 dnewered in the affismative; and here ended our con-
versation.

These severl testions were put by the Nublman, tio doulst by the Woongee's
desire; but he did net speak z word himsell (il towirds the conclusion, when he
gave orders, I believe, to bring ted, sweelmeats, fce, which bdnggh:ﬂibu&nm s,
he soon afier retited. I reminined in his hetse il T was told by the Shawbander
and Baba-Sheen, thit it was not necessary to stay duy louger.

Soon alter we had st otit on our retaen, 1 was'inforined that the King's eldest
sot mnplmcﬁinganhh way to the palace, and | :nldamﬂilt&m same Lime
to withdraw info a bye street, which 1 complisd with ; but = nol one of the public
alficers, whn were with me, paid any complitent o the Prines, or desired me lo
do so, [ yemained where T was conducted without salisting lim, concluding it was
sot customary, or that if it had, they would have infornsed se.

¥ am, ke.
" T. Woaon.
vtk Sefrteniber 1793, i
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No. 11,
T the Chief Woengee und Couneil of State.

Thux day being fixed for my departure, it beoomes 2 duty incumbent on me frecly
to declare to you, as his Majesty's chiel Miniser, my sentimenty un the tonll:lﬂ
whiel the court of Ummerapoara has thoyght. it 16 ubserve owards me inmy
officiul eharacter, that nothing may hereafier be aticibuted to miszpprebension, or
the want of ‘a clear representition on Toy pait, ou subjects which mmay; at ome
future period, eventually involve the general interest and happiness,

Tlhiere appears to bave exisied, from the time. of my arrival, althouygh yot an
avowed vet a real inclination, o consider me in the capacity of an agent, from =
siblordinate and commercial setcfement, rather than the delegate of a great amd
covereign stale i 381 persen cowe in the chiarcter of a petitioner to solicita fyvour,
irstead oF the representative of a sation, which offers at least as mruely av it desizes,
and in the propusal Gn be acwated by no view, except what niust e to the
mntal advantage ol both countries,

OF the purity of the intentions of the English gavernment, i any doubls ever
did exist, those dovlits must long since have been obliterated s you Liaye luul, an
every transaction, the most unequivocal proofs of the conciliatory disposition ol
the Governor Genefal; and latterly suchian® msiance, as is it often pamalleled,
Violente on onc part; was repressedd by moderation on the other & menases were
combited by reason, and thit which was denied to iutemperate demands, s -
afierwards grauted as.an act of eool and deliberate justice.

1 have already cleasly stated o his Majesty, in the memorial | liad the honour
o preesent shortly afies sy wmival, 1liat the Governor Genersl's principal visw,
i deputing me, was w promote coufideoce, axitl give w his Majesty anthorized
FALUTANCES of the Governor Genrral's persanal vegard 5 and, I now repeat, thit
these were his motives, vather than the mﬂ.ﬂﬂm ol @ny grgal:mﬁmﬂl bensfit to
arise to the English, from <uch an alliance. Tlhe individuilswho 'Pmﬂﬂ‘-"“ﬁ sracde
to this conniry, are GBr from being merchants of the Lighest sommereial n_:mui-'-
deration.

v The surrender of the delinquent refugees,  Scepage 138

ey
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Of the power and resources of the British in India, you cannol be so misine
lsrsned 28 19 suppose, that they are uniler the necessity of soliciting the friendship
ol any nation on exith, out of aprivenid] regard 1o thein own security, or from
an inability to maintaio 2 camse ol justice and (hesr nationul bonour, inopposition
tor all the fgroe that could combine agaiust them, It is ot from a petty island®,
which piay send oul two or three piratical privateers, that 2 government, swhoss
dominivns extend from Cevlon to the mountains of Tibet, fram the, gulf of Ben-
gal 1o the Western Sea, can have any thing 4o diecad | appreliension, terefore, had
n6 share in the present mussion ; and, 1 desice to have it cleacly waderstood, that
I come not o seek a favour, butto cemeént Er'mdslu'p; wot to supplicite, bat 1o
propose.

1t is; however, but toa evident, that his \hjcstyhasnﬂt been pleased 1o consis
der me in the light of an agent from a2 soverelgn state: and fium his tatal silence
with regard 10 the Govemor General of India, mEI his not honouring me witha
persanal sudience, it is reasonable to conclude; that very, erroneous estimanions
have been attempied w0 be beld out, both of the importance of the Governor Gene.
ral individually, and of the pation at large. Permit me, therefore, now 1o ac-
quaint you, that the authority of the Governor Geueral is supreme Over. all ihe
wrritories of the Company in the East; and the limits of the British possessions
best explain theie national conseguence.

I vas at one time taughe 1o believe, by those with whom Iofficially communi-
cated, that the non-appearance of his Majesty, whea I made my fiest vasit to the
palace, was a circumstance merely accidental, and that, on the diy of my dismis.
sion, I shonld be honoured with 4 formal interview; also, that the arrangement
which I subtnitted 0 has Majesty's ministers, would be acceded to, anil thut a des
putation would Le sent 1o Bengal, to oltain 2 counterpart of the asticles, ratified in
doe form, How far it may be intended in fulfi] these assurances, the tenar ol the
lanyuage, held by Lis A ajesty s ministers yesterday 2 the Lotoo, gives me suffi-
eient room o doubt, and they best can wll what his Majesty's resolutions are on
thit hiad ; but if it ssould not be meant ta perform, what [ had such grounds
given me to expect, 1 shall cerainly have just cause to compliin of being egre-
glously pnaled.

He who undeceives has the best titl- to confidence, and 1 have, in lhssaddrm

* Mauritive.

L 2"
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the Bivest prefensions to ym.*:ﬂ: were I'to depart from Ummerapoors, dissem.-
bling the dissutiefiction 1 feel ar the mumer of wy reception; and professing
mysell contented when [ veally was (e reverse, 1 might, perhups; be justified
by pruden policy, bt 1 shoulid swerve om it cundosr whiely Dhave beew in-
strasctad by the Governior General (0 observe, inall my communication with tie
oY,

Tt conformity with the spirit of thise instrucdons, 1 cuy, with gre cérminty,
assitre you, that wnless 1 am honoured with an awdiencs of his Majesty, in the
capacity of agent from the Governer Getleral, it will be the L time an agent
from the Governor General, wiil ever be sulyecta] to 3 similzr mnetilication. The
Governor General of India is actuated by far different principlés, than to male’s
matter of incivility, in a pointof form, grovnds ot seriols disprce, or sulfér o
affect his general line of conducet; but shonld any canse of umbrage wrise in fotare
between the mations; it cannot be mnm:l that athvanes will b wzain a0 tlis
part of the English gu\!trmx?t, for an amicable explinition, however desirous it
might be, unless the proposals origimate here, and are cotched in a siyle different
from the language which is commonty held : it will otherwite be totally fmpos:
sible to discuss-any points that may occur, which, like the lie business 4t Ghit-
tagong, would probably only require communication to end satisfactorily. To
whom then can the biame be imputnﬂ? surely not to the English governiment,
which his pone every bonourable length (o establish concord and confidentce.
They alonie wlio are the advisers must be rsponsible for the consequences.

1t is from the presumption, . iy Majesty hias no design to honour me with
a persanal interview, in the eharavter ol agent from the Governor General of
Endia, tat ] write thus, s cont lusion fiirly drawn from the equivocal replies which
yous, and youk ¢oadjnies, gave w mry questions yesterday at the Lotoa. Whilst
the matter is yet undetermined, itia right you should know my qpi:rﬁm, as being
apprized of die light bn whil it will be tiken, you will bave the means of form-
ing & right judgment, and regulating your conduct .w:nn:li_ngly.' 1 will, with great
pleasiire, dccept of an invitation ta attend on the day of your festival, and join
with' the nobility in: compliments ty the throne, provided | receive assurances
hat on the 15t of October, when a reply is to be given to the Governur General's
Jetter, 1 shall be receivéd by his Majesty in persan, as agent from the Governor
Genelral, and be honouted with a fornral interview.  Without such an assurance,

i
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specified in writing, it will be impossible for me o have the lonour of joining in
the gem:ml fuuvlty
Huving thus delivered my sentimsnts w:thuplwu freedom, 1 now clowe my
corresponcdice, exrnestly exhorting you, as o friend to your countey and your
king, toadyise las Majesty with prodesice and modesarion, ad many events to come
may depend on the resolution ol the present day, aml an zce which s to detss-
mine, wheter of not any intercourse 14 i future to be lield with 3 seighbouring
andl prweelul state, is 2 uratcer nfmllif.imtmsgnimth atJeast to demand your
most serions consideration..
-Hmau:.-ﬁm:.
Agent to the Coure of Ava,

Unerapioera, 36tk Septs 1753
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No, III.

Trendation of a Letter from the King of dea (o Sir Glor Shoe,
Governer Geurnd, dres &,

Tue Lord of Earth snd Air, the Monarch of exiensive Countries; the Sovereigu

of the kingdoms of Senakparinds, Tovdadeva, Seawuitonn, Zaniengnia, Seowsdworsy,

in tlm:h.atrmufﬂuﬂyﬂmm in the country of Zemee, Humaratta, Disdimayara,

Sovereign. of all these wide exiended vegions, Lord of the great cities of Pouela

Yaua, Sirpketteris, Syowie, Loloo, Bamoe, Magene, Moseik, Momien, Negum, Shoe

Moua; Mubreey Qpuanteng, of all which eowutries und citles the governors and po-

ientates seud presents of yespeet and submilssion o the Royal Presence; also Hin-

sawieldy, commonlly called lll':pm'mfﬂmq'guh the part of Basuen, Arrican,

the port of Deviawuldy, ay, Alie.purt of Duarawaddy, Masung, the ot of .
Mickazouddy, Rowrie, e portol Rawaunddy, Moden, or Mirtaban, Tavan, Bricck, el
or Mergw, and Tenasieren ; ports belonging o lis Majesty, where merchants trade

aud the inlabianis are protesed ; Proprietor ulall kinds of precious stones, ol the

mines of Rubies, Agate, Lasm," Sapphires, Opal; also the mives of Guld, Sil-

ver, Amber, Lead, Tin, Iron, and Pewrolesn ¢ whence every thing desirable that

the earth yicks ‘can be extracied, as the Trees, Leaves, and Fruit of excellence are

produced in Paradise; Possessor of Elephants, Horses, Casringes, Fire Amy,

Bows, Spears, Shielids, and all manuer of warlike weapons; Sovereign of valiant

Generals and victarious Armics, invulberable s the rock Mokalesda. Mihamg-

gera, Ummnerafoora, the great and Hourishing Golden City, illumined and illu-

minating, as the Habitation of Angels, lasting as the ficmament, and embellished

with Gald, Silyer, Pearls, Agate, and the vine originals Stoves; the Golden

Throne, the seat of splendour, whenee the royal mandate issues and protects man-

kinel ;. the King who perdorms the. ten duties, incombent on all kings, called M-

panterra, all of which this great King duly performeth ; whose andensaading, by

divine aid, is enlightened to guide his pczTIE' in the riglu way, and preserve them

* [ could nat discover to wimt ulmnfpr::iuu; stomes Lasnl belonged — l‘:ﬂd- '-'.i-!#-.f I""
t What these were 1 could nids lesrm. i
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in pions ohedience aud the voxd of e refigion s the ease and happiness of whom
daily incvease, wnder the aukpices of nuch 3 Mooareli s Master ol'the white, red,
and motled Elepliants ; may his praise be repeated, far as thie influesics of the sun
and moon, of him whose servants place the frumate oot ol Fyour and confi-
dence, like the blooming Lotes, oo their obedient heads —Such are the Ligh
Ministers, the Guardians of the State, from among whom the prancipal Woan-
gee thus announceth.

The ilustrious Governor Genersl, the Rl:pmllﬁ“ of the King of England,
the Governor of the Compuny ut Calentta in Bengal, having deputed Captain
Micluel Symes; with letters and presents o the Golden Feet, who bappily ar-
n\tﬂﬂlﬁbpﬂ:ufﬂmgnnnunllw eloventh of thie month of Tagoo, in the Bir-
wian year one housind obe hundred and fifiy-seven, and the Mehammedan
year ane thousand two hundied and nine, on the twenty-eighth of the month of
Shabaan, of which the Governoy of Henzawuddytraswitted regular information
to the Golden Feel, topether with a Hst ol presess,as follows ; two pieces of gold
muslin, two picees of silver muslin, four pleces’ of white Nowered muslin, four
pieces af sifk, ten pieces of vazicgated silk, six pieces of pluin satin, two pieces of
Aowered satin, two pleces of velyet, si¥ corabahs® of rose water, one fine crystal
scand with sppendages, six crystal water ciips berlered, tvo pair of candle shades,
two erystal cups wﬁﬁﬁim&t.-m_hrgt cryatal bowly, two lerge mirmors, one
dosdle-barrel, one’ rifle-barvel, snd one plain gun, one pair of pistols; six pair of
golden slippers, tweuty-five picces of brod cloth, an electric machine, and the
Bagrwaut Geeta v When this intelligence reached the Presence, orders were sent
to the Lefore-mentioned Governor, to expedite the journcy of Captain Symes,
writh his attendanis aml bagzage, 2lso to provide suitable boats,and cvery thing
requisite for his conveyasce, and conformably to these orders, the Governor acted,
When the deputation arrived near the great city of I’cghi.m officess of rank were
sent from thie Presence to meer Captain Sywmes, also a boat, such as is user] by
nobility, with two swar/boats to'tow if, likewise guardy and attendints to do him
homotr, a8 is consistent with the duties of friendship.  After his wrival, all neces.
saries and & suitible lowse, in an eligible place, were provided for his accam-
modition. :

® A jar in which rose water is-wsnally kept.
A Shagscrces povem, of high celebaity. - See Mz Wilkiins's clegent tramslstin.
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Froma the cas, o the city of Oulehrit* in the empive of Goadila Sizry
Tuing; comprebending Tastary, sllthe Nobles and Potentates whereof are de

on the Sovercigaty of Clina, the publime Oudecbos, or Eaperor, has

yentto his Majebty three virmous dauglusn ;¢ intercourse aud confidence subsist
wish his Kingdom; presents are exchangal, and smbsssadors paggbetvern the
monarélis. This year, ascording to austons, dlie (Lo wessengers Intaloree,
Kelloree, and Inlare, arrived at the Galden City witly m;ﬁ:mm ,ngu _
16 the Hibisation of theso = howse vas esecied for atie membera of they English
Depitatian, neither far istany, mor very clese, evgry thipg ey stood i peesd
ufmpmﬂdmipmmmmndmpwwudﬂm b s
Ins the Birman vear wie thounand one hundsed and fifiy seven, oF year af te
Higerone ghcussanid 1w byundeed nd ien, aud the sitecoth of the Bisman month
‘Toomalien; or foureeentls of the Mussulman montls, Suffit, the Ghinese Depu-
(ies and the Minister frems Calgutia, Gaptain Michact Symes, beyping letes gl
[resents; veere sttended b the Presence by officers of mnk and dignizy j ansl a3 o1
e mountzin Mera, in. the falty Souslon, the Dewtas resost io, make pleisnee
to the divine Sageismi; 50 in the Golden Lowb, where were scated the Eogy Mizn,
ar licie apparent; Meedavw, Lard of Chagding, the eldestson of the Eogy Mieng
Pie Miey, Lord of I'roms, Bassein Mica, Lord of Bessein, and all the Royal
Family, Ministers -and Nobility, the English Gentlemes, together with the
Diepatics [¢om P.hmil. were received with ceretanions atlentinig, and the lotters
and the presents wero Lheee preseoted. I that splendid 2esembly they werp
hononrshly. leasted, and ut the same time was ppened the Iriendly letter, whi Iy
was read by thie Reader of Government, and the contents, ‘expressive of a desire
10 cement friendlshif, tpet a lree intercourse, and cucourage trade, were expluined,
and shey gave to his Magesty the liighest saunfaction. [t ywas likewise mentionel
thur further partictilars would | communicated by Captain Michael Symes, who
accordingly addressed 2 Mimorial to his Majesty, at which his Majesty was

exceedingly pleased.

* Pappreberd Ondeherit @ b Jehul, the Tartarian residence of tie Empergr of Chipa.
¢ "The Kiitg of Avz boasts of having thres Chifiese tafies, who, his constiers sy, wee st
soliiin by the Emperor of Chims. Ofthe tuth of this there seems ronm todoult,
+ The Princs Royal ls cdled by vanious titley, Engy Praw, Engy Micn, Engy Tec Kien.
o © 3R o

A
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Captain Michael Symes in his Memorial states, that in the Bieman year one
thousand one hundred and fifty-six, aud the Mobammedan year ove thousand twa
hundred and mine, cermin murderers and roblers of merchants and travellers
]:ln\‘.ingﬂdfnm Arracan into the district of Chittagong, - the troops of tlis
Gmm#uﬂ;hdr leaders, entered the territories of the Company in quest
of the ulfenders; but the English Government, being at that time unaceranied
with thie circumstances of the cuse, and uninformed what were the designs of those
troops, dlid not think proper to deliver up the fugitives; and that,afier 2 deliberite
inquiry into the facts alledged agaivst them, and a thorough knowledge of the
matier, the criminaly were apprehended and delivered up: and that, hereaficr,
uponappliction,, (by letter) ckﬁnqmnuulthh dut::iplhn will be surrendered,
which will promots the wellzee of bothy countries, and coniribute i thie satisfic-
tiom of their respective Soyereigns.

- Captain Symes also desires, that from the English merchants and traders wha
come idthe ports of this kingdom, only such duties, custume, and chiarpes be exact-
od an are daly avthorized, and established by ancicht usage: and that mexchasts
be allowed to carry their merchandize wherescever they may think proper, ind
ot be, molested or preveuted by any officer or subject under this Governmen
and alies having disposed of their goods, they may be permittedito purchasc, either
personally or by agent, d:gpmd:me ol the mﬁm.ry: and that no personas Rangoan
be suffered (0 esict from merchants more than what is authorized; and that if
the Govermnent of Bengal dlﬂu}:{'thini fit hereafier to appomt a person. to reside
at Rangoun, on the partolthe Company, W supernntend mercantile conceros, and
forward letters and presents 1o the Golden Feet, a right of residence be granted to
such persut; and that merchauts ge traders who think themselves aggrieved,
shall hiave libetty to prefes their complaints at the Golden F_l:az:tIIr in auy wnner
they may thiok wost eligilile; and  that _E:Jrgli.:li. merchuots nnacquatured with
the Dirman language, b [ar:nniltm] to employ wlateyer iuterpreters Lhcy choosce,
in the mugement of their affuirs ; and that English ships, when disuristed, snd
eliliged 10 put into Birman potts by stress of weather, tiwant of repaic aud as-
smtance, be aided by the officers of Government, and provided witl neteéssivies w
refig 3¢ the current prices of the countiy; and that on the Trontiers of Arvacan,
n the horders of the rver Naaf, a Cliokey, or guard-house, andl 2 yillage be esta-

Llished, Moreover, Captain Michazel Syﬁﬂ notifies, that whatever Bh:mm
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merchants shall resort (o Euglnh ports, they shall be allowed, on ‘paying the
unhluhaddulm, Iuhiftmf:ﬂ,‘lnﬂ none shall molest or hinder (hers, and
any pershi oppress of act unjustly m-m!t tem, the Low will taks cogoizarite
thereof, and punish the offender; and that if his wﬁé{mﬂwtm‘m
o send any El'_lﬂﬂl 1o Calcutts or Mﬁﬂ]. ar to &Iﬂf l::tlﬂ.'t Eﬁgﬂnli'fiﬂ; there?
veside, for the purpase of lu'p:r}iﬁméiﬁllg mercantile &ﬁnlmﬁni“n“’iqﬁéw&n&ﬁ!
‘made by such person to the English Government will be dubjlateented oy afid
justice dave according ta law: gnd dhat i€ any Birsnan ships pat ifto English
ports, through siress of mﬂh!r, dismasted, and in want of “réfiair; every assist-
ance shall be siven to sucly ships, on piymgll:r cqlﬂnﬂci'ml accustomed ries :
wnd that e ememics of the Diemin mation shall notbe sssined by this English with
gum'ml:l weapans, powder, ball, or warlike stores i and i Tike rdnner, that the
encmies of the Engﬁi_h_. zs well Yumpi:ili'ﬂ Trulian, I%“ mﬂ;mw the
Rirmans, with stores, proviflons, or timber, it any m:nﬁé :"iﬁfﬁtﬁfifhﬁ-ﬁﬁ-
man Majesty shall think fit to send auy person to ratfy Mprﬂﬁﬂh‘ﬁuﬂn
pcrmu'wiﬂ-l'w meoeived with Hue regard, and meet ﬁiilz'lﬁﬁjﬁﬂ&iliﬁiﬁﬂit‘i; o
"‘If'im_'s;,dcaim of Capiain Mif];‘i‘?l _5;;:1.1'-.5, and fhie contents UFHIYMemoriul,
the te=nor of whith has beéen detailed, were conveyed to the \salden ey iof the
S:_Ji*r‘rc.i_gu of Nobles and Pojentates © herefore, :ee'ing (bl e Aldtritne Gover-
nor General, the Representative of the King ol England, his (st bmnifevied Mg
desire W cement fricndship and amity, I, the King Tumortid, whose philantkrify'cs
wrsiteraal, whose anxiety for. the benfi il seetfare of all mankind never coavedy " !
I DIRECT,

That all merchants of the English nation, wlto resort to Birman ports, shalt
pay customs, dutiss, clinrggs, warchouse hite, seancliers, e, agreehly to former
established usaze, _ . . i

English merchants are 10 he permitied to go 1o whitever past of the Birman
diminions they think preper, either to buy or o sell, and they are or no dccount

o e stisppert, mul:::ti_:‘ll.. ot upp.w_:sﬂf; and they shall have liberty to gntﬂvﬁ!;-
VL W, village, of ity tlll.'_'j' ¢livose, Tor the pll!‘[lﬂc 3 Tjﬂ"}'_'il".g'. ﬂ!ﬂlﬁg, or
Laririne; aud whatsoever llﬁlglr,l ur l]hr' p oduce of this colilry lhcr n‘rl}-hg

]

Uésirous of pum!mﬁng, they shall be allowed to do so, eithet in pcm,urby
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their agenus: and Eaglish merchauts having been: long accustomed to trade 1
Birman portswithow molestation, I'T IS COMMANDED, that they continne theiy
trade in future without molestation ; and should die Fuplish Campany think reper
to depute x person to resitde at Rangoon, o soperivtend marcantile affsits, vasiis
taine & friendly inlercourse, and foywenl leters W the Pressues, it is crdered,
thar such person shiall have 1 siglt of residessce ; 2nd should suy Esiglish merchant
e dlesivous of sending 2 representation, the officers of Govenmient, inany por,
district, and twwy, shall forward such representativt | ot if 3 mercham should be
inclmed o presentin person, 3 petitiin at the Golden Feal, he shall beallowed to
amie to tlie Golden Presence for that purpose :— Tliis is peremptory. —And as
English merclants are umcquainted’ with the Birman: bawguage, they-are w be
allowed > empiloy wimteves intiepretdrs they tiink proper; and as, i the storuy
season, - Euglish ships are oficn dismasted; and driven into Birman ports by stress
ofweather, ships in this anfortunate predicament shall be supplied with all neces.
saty woudd, woicknen, ko, 3t the current rates ofthe country ; and the armnpe-
ment that Captiin Michact Symes has in fiesddiip propeed, ndativ 15 cons.
mergial concerns, E:lrd-lemtﬁtmgum: of merchants and iraders, the Ministers
of the Palice havereceived the Royal Command s signify o the Governors and
Rilledars of the seversl ports and disteiets, sheit sely wreangement is to be ohserved
and carried into effect 1 and pespecting die esllisliment of 3 Chakey and village
on the frontiers of Avracan, on the banks of the river Naaf, a5 there 18 stret
and confidenyizl Imemldupwuh the King ol° Enslaud, tlere @t in future be no
difference or distinction between the countrics; aud wiih revpect to- the desire,
tharaid ehould not he given by diis atste o e encinics of England, as well Furo-
pean as Dudian, aud thue hueli enemies shénihd not be assisted 2t our pants with
warlike implewents, tiniber, of pruvisions, §tis o be bserved, diat, to pur-
chase mr!:hcw:alm, ILE:NI. and pawler, &fmﬁd&{m to sl mattons; bur when
merclunts come to trade, they will be allowed to carry away ther commedities,
agreeably to the usage of merchants, Al tlie requisitions made by Captain
Symes respecting custons, titber, searchers, and commercinl matters, 2@ noti-
fied to Killedars, * Governdes, Guards of the Gauts,t and persons i authority,
and observance of the orlers issued diereupan stictly enjoined.  And to Captain

* Commanders of forts, + Passen y

L
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Michael Symes has been presented, as 2 nark of favour, one suby and ane s=p-
phire ring ; and to Mr. Woodl, and Dr. Buchanan, each, ene by ring: alo
to Captain Symes, & precious stone, called Meber, weighing theee viss and farty
tackall, and a stone of jasper, weighing eight viss, also jtwo: elephant's teeth,
weighing thirty-four viss: these have been delivered to the cure of Gaptain
Symes, "ﬂm@lﬁm,.ﬁhcwil: ks presented him with & ruby ring of mine stones,
:i.nlnrﬁcxmghmgmmt}rt:uﬁdl,‘mdl!ﬂmmy of eleven tackall and three
quarters-weight ; also, another silver box, mghmg Eirt}' four mcksil, and ano-
ther cupweighing six tackall, and twosilver trays, one-weighing: sixty-six tackall,
the other seventy-seven, -aud two gilt trays of a differeat shape, and oo large
three sappliire rings, and a chest with # lock, and two gilt trays, and three puint-
o enps, These several articles are sent 1o the sllustrious Governor General,
who is intrusted in confidencesby the King of England, with the adiministration
of India, and who, ever anxious for the welfare and prosperity of Lis eountry,
encotirages and assisty. Birmaus that trade 1o English porte. In like munner,
iriendship is happily maintained with the Ghinese Government, and'a constant
intercontrse is preservad. It will therefore be right that the illustroias Governor
Genem! do acquuing the King of England, of the fricndship tatis, on this occa-
siom, established, and which:it-is hoped 11.i.|i be pesmianent.

* A tackall weighs 7 Jittle miore than Inif an mince,

Noze—The filllovwing were explained 1o me an theten duties incumbene on all kings, which
are alluded to in the foregoing lelter r—Dhaman, univessal bangficencs; Seeluaw, daily pray-
wt; Owersdaam, to ghew mesey; Diwsameda, 10 exact only a tenth; Dherma, jusice; ¥a-
salzay to pumish withont anger ;, Btutmie, 10 wippert. mankisl 2s the gacth nisrsirg the weight
of all erestion: Adecdaset, to amploy prodent commanders; Mantha, 10 listen ta cﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂ;

Deize Kunau, to avoid pride.
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To all Commanders of Garrisons and Governors of Sea Ports, in m 'lf‘m
3 to the Maywoom of Henzawuddy [Pegue), * ;

Tn: Source of Greatness and Dignity Celestial, Idmthm&nld urmtlu ﬁm
henty, 'dnd whose suppliants, when he places: the Golden Foot of: Majesty .on
lhmﬁ}mhcﬂhﬂhthh[wmmgm apmdknhnﬂmmnnboun&d
—such are the Ministers of walted rank; the: Guandians of the Empire, from
among whom the high and trnsendant Woongee proclaims these orders.

Governor of Henzawuddy, whuse title is Mein, Lla, Noo, Reths; Governor of
the Waters, whose title is Raywoon ; Collector of the King's revennes, whose _
title is: Ackawoon; Commander of the Troops, whese tite is Chiekey :

Whereas Eughlh merchants resort 10 the port of Rangoon carry on trade in
iriendship, gmﬂ faith, and conlbdence in fe Royal protection, therefore, whes
merchants come to the port of Rangoon, duties fur Crudowu (warebouse), Rabeat
(searchers or appraisers), and atlmrtﬂuges. shull be segulated mrdmg to the
former establishied rates, and no more on any pretence shall be aken.

Englesh meechants who have puid the port duties, shall be allowed to go to
whateyer part of the country they think fit, having obtsined a castificate and order
from the Maywoo, or Govervor ol the provinee; and swhatever goods English
merchants wish 1o purchase in pseurn, they slall sot be impeded, or molested, or
prevented i theic burter, largain, or purchase; and it should be judged expe-
dient 1o esablisl any person, on e part of the English Company® at Ringoan,
Bsr the purpose of e, and o Porward Jetters or presents to the King, to such
person 4 right of realeiios s pranted.

ifany English merchant be aggrieved, or think that he suffers appression, he
may complain citheg through the governor of the province, by petition 1o the
Throne, of prefer his complaint in persan; and as Englishmen are, for the most

* The werd Company is omitted ii the Persian, but inserted in the original Binman, .
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part, inacquainted with the Birman tongue, they may employ whatever interpre-~
ters they think proper, previously acquainting the King's princips! interpreter,
what person they mean to employ. ;

English ships driven into Birman ports by stress of weather, and in want of
m,qndmnqtmnfthurdmrm being p\rmtn the officers of Guvernment,
such vessels shall beap:dmmnlympphcd with warkmen, timber, tron, and
every requisite, mdth&mkshall be doue, and the yupplies granted, ar lhq,cm'-
rent rates of the country.

As the English haye hmuladmmmﬂmnmcummﬂ: llnBimmuaum.
mdmdﬂnmufmdmgu,ﬂuymmlnﬂwmw and depast at their
pleasure without hindrance ; antl seeing that the illustriows Gavernor of Calcutta
in Bengal, on the part of the King of England, las sent/tokens of [rieadship to
‘the Goldens Feet; these orders are therefore issned for the benelit, wellare, and
prut::cmafthe Englnhpmpk.

“Thurigm:lm!mnm unhcnnmndbythe&ﬁr‘.irﬂ.
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No. V.

CAMMUAZA, o7 the Canerony wsed af the Bedietins of a Bivman inte the Onder
of Prigsthosd, called Puoxcar, or Ruakaav.

Previovs 16 ordination the Sabiet® and the vellow. gimt ol pricsthood shall be
deliverad to the Candidate: he shall then be enjoined to repeat thrice; with a dis-
tinet yoice, the fllowing sentence to the Uaseé ¢ that presides -

* Venerable fither, 1 acknowledge you to be my Upizel, my preceptor, and
ghostly guide.” Having spoken these words he shall approxch the Cammaasare,
whimﬂmmd;thnmndmmmua. who shall sy a5 follows -

*4 O Candidste, dost thou acknowledoe this to e thy Subi, znd these thy sacred
vestments ' o which the Candidate shall audibly amswer * Yea."  The Cam
muuzara shall thea command i tw recede o the Giskance of twelve cubits, and
turning rowurds the audience sliall sddiess them s follows,

* Let this sacred assembly of the professors ol our hiuly seligion atfend to what
1 vow impurt.  The Candidute who stands in your prestuce, humbly, and with
due sulurissiny, implores of the Upizes to invest bim with otis holy function; and
as the present time seemeth good [or the purposé, and convenient unto this as-
sembly, L will Biethiwith duly sdmonidh the Gandidate,

** O thiou who seckest admission into our sacred order, be attentive unto my
words, ani beware lest on this socasion you utter ao untruth, or :nnumﬂy 1t
temnph 10 eonceal sught from onr knowledge: Jearn that there are certain incapa-
cities and deficts, which roodder 2 person unfit to receive the holy induction;
moreover, when in this Teverend assembly you shall be intermogaled respetiing
such defects, ynw are to snswer truly, and declare whatever inrapacities you may
tabour under, of what nuture soever thiey pay be, and how they originated ; not
ought you to stand silem, or {Irdmtyﬂur hezd when you are inteprogated, thraugh
shame or fear.  Now, everr ar this time, in the presence of this assembly, may any
on¢ of the brotherhood intermgate you at hus pleasure,

® A blue lockered Box borne by the prieses whey they perambulate to colleet dtmmy
uary prvisions, See page 2o,

+ The chief.or prinelpsl of the monasery,
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++ O Candidate, svt thow affected with the leprosy, or any impure disease®" To ,
which the Cundidste shall reply, * From such complains | am [ree.”

»t Hast thow 1be serofula, Stz Andiony's fire, any schirrous affection, cancer, or
jteli® Flasi thow an asthuna or oppression ol the lungs? Hast thou any heredi-
fry conpliint arising from o tained source of blood ? Art thou sprung from

cdwarfy or giats, or a1 thon under the influence of sorcerers; evil genii or the
Nuer® ufllu: would.mdilmmmmum“

' Trom al] these duqunhﬁciunml am frie,” :

0 Capdlidate, ack thou 3 man pufc::lm th}r virility, and all thy menbers
s T am perfect.”—** Art thow legitipate?” ** Lun l:gmuuu-. —t At ﬂaﬂu:lm
bounden vasial of any Jord, or the: slw.-ofmymm i powee? " 41 | am bot.’
“ .!'m chiou fiee From delit 2" ¢ Lam,"— Have thy paents gramed thee peruis.

sion, auil hiast thou stmined the complete age of twenty }'m“’ My parents
luave consented, aud | have atgiined the age of tventy years,”—* Are thy vest
smests and Subietready  + They are rady.”

' O Candidate, by what appellation wilt thou be known ' = By that of Noaas
[sinner)."— What is the title of thy Upizes " < Assentriil {perfaction).”

The Cammuazars shall thus procssd

“ Reverend Divines, 1 bescech you attend unto my wonds. The Candidate
humbly intreats of his Upiset admission iuto otir holy arder, and Lim have Lduly
admonished.. Doth the present appear unto this assembly 4 mces il proper fime
that he shueld come forward 2" The Prissts reply ¢ Come fosward.” The Can-
digdate having advanced twelve cubits shall then sy, * Vencrable and holy men,
L, a lowly suppliant, with humility implore your aid, OW! if pity dwell swithin
your breasts, smach me from the walk of death, from the ways of sinners, il
plzm: me in the holy habitation, the seat of virtue and divine pesfection.” This
wntreaty shiall be repeated lhml’: tu:ns. after which the rsader of the Commun thus
proceeds :

¢ Reverend Fathiers here convened, the Candidate inyoar pressuén, solicits holy
orders from the veneralile Upires.  ltappeass that ke is frex froms all defeots, cor-
porcal infinmiries -and mental incapacities: helias Bkewise: reveived  the Sabiet,
anyd (lie sacred vestments, and in the name, and with the sancuum.of the venerable
Llprtet., inlreats mﬂucumh Let those who assent to his admission keep silence,

* Aeial hpitits,
15
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sbit Jet sucle as object, and deem the Candidate & person unworthy to be received,

speak out and declare their mitives in presence of this assembly.” 'These words:
shall be thrice repeated, and if no peeson dissent, and all are silent, the recep-
tign of the Candidate is determined ony when relinquishing bis stte of im-
perfection, he shall be translated into st of puvity, and tienceforward | be
considered as one of the elect.

The Cammunazara shall then proceed :—** Let the Reverend Fathers present note
with precision; wider whit shade of the [oot; what hour, day, and scason this
ordination has been completed. Let the Candidate auend 1o the four following
dities which it i3 incumbent on him to observe: and m the Emlts heyeafter
emmmerated under four heads, which he moust carchilly ayoul.

*¢ First, a principal duty of our haly function concists in procuring maintenance
by perambulation; by luliorious and incessant motion®* of the muscles of the legs.
You must seck gratuitous sustenance by continual motion, 2l whatever supes:
fluiiies you collecy, shall be daily bestowed by you on those wlto are m wanl,
Victuals that -are offtved to you in particalar, given to the society in general,
sent with letters desiring vour prayers, or presented on the hebdomadal festivals
of the increasing aud decreasing moow, all such gifis may be accepted znd

To which the Candidate slzll reply, * As T am instincted so will | perform.”

The reader of the Cammus thin proceeds =—+** Secandly, 1t iy part afthe duty
of a privst througl bumility to soil his garments with dust, and weir sepul-
ehirad vestments.  But should the Liberality ol gpod men munilicently reward
vonr pioe lsbours, it whall be allowed thee 1o wear cloth called ehoma; also
silk or cotan yellow cloth; yellow woollen cloth ; cloth made ol the bark of
certain trees, or the lesthers of ceitain bisds,  Such vestments thou mayest use.”

To which the Candidate shall reply, * As 1 3m itstructed,” ke

The reader of the Cammus continues :—** Thoy Shalt dwell as becometh our
ardet, in houses buils beneath the shade of the trees of the forest; in houses built
of wuoid, or of masonry; houses having a pyramidical roof, of 3 trizngular or qua-
drangulir form, adorned with flowers and figures; houses rised on posts, or buile
en arches, Such dwellings mayest thou inkabit.””

& Sor page 221,
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Candidate :—** As I am insteucted,” ke,

The reader of the Cammua :—-"T"mtb]y. Thott shalt tury to e sneks things
as men cast away; and thon shale search for healing qualities in simples, in
which no virtue is supposed 1o exist.  Tle following anticles niay 'be used
medicinally : sweet and sotr milk, m],hon:y, sigar and synips.

Candidate -—** As I am fostruered,”’ Le,

Cammuazara :—" Being now adwived 3y anodate of the vitluo and
immaculite; dion shalt not indilge thywell in any gratificerinn either doedal or
salitary, afier the manner of seculare'; mor shle (how freqoent the fotpasy of
laymen; orofwomen.  He who acts thos ¢an no longes be nimleced amoog e
elect = sooner shall the severed head be joined again 1o the ueek, dnil Lle restored
to the breathless body, than a Rhalasn, who committelly furnicative, cecover Lis
fost purity, and be received 2pain within the sacvedd pale. Beware therefire lost
thou pollute thysell il the kaowledge of woman,

“* Again, [t forhidden thee 0 sal, or by any unjustmeans possess thysell
of the property ol another, eyen thungh the gmiount should not exceed the Fourthi
partofa tuckall; Ior whatsoever Phongi vr Rhahaan sinneth evén to that small
amount, he shall be divested of bis sicred chiaracter, and be espelled the brothier-
hood.  He who is guilty of such 2 crinie ean no more be restored to his pristing
state of purity, than the blasted tree can bud anew, and bear fresh flowers and
frait. Remembier therelore, O Candidats, and trough thy marta) jonrney beware
of theft,

** Again, Thou shalt not deprive any aninial of life ; such deeds are unlawful
andd profine,  Thon shalt not take away life even fron) the smallest insect, or
the vilest reptile,  Sooner shall the elelt rock unite ity severed frugments, and
become whole, than Ke wha destroys the vital principle in any snimal be re-
admitted into our sacred institution.  Avoid with: caution this beinous trans-

" Aguin, The holy professors of owr veligion are strictly forbidden to arrogate
to themselves aught on account of the sanctity of thein profession, or pretend to
be endowed with any supernatural pift or power, such as Meifio, o cndesvour to
obtain the offering usually piven to persons so endowed. Whossever is actuated
by such culpable pride shall fall Like the lofry mountain palm beneath the stroke



500 APPENDIX.

‘ol the wood-cutier, Throuph life therefore, O my broduer, observe these fre-
cepts, and et a8 thow art now comnuanded.

To which the Candidate shall with bumility reply, "¢ As L am instricind,
s will I perlorm." —He shall then withdraw.
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M

A xrexpozasy, @ Birman lawyer.
Auvaywoen, Paymasier-General.
Attaweon, 3 Prvy Counsellor,

Boomien, 3 General,

Carzaner, a Pastoral race of People,
Cheingeswoon, Master of the Elephants.
Cheley, a Licutemaut,

Choluwa, aibitary Prince,

Celar, & Strauger, Foreigner. =
Dayicon, Armourer-bearer to the King,
Engy Teckien, the Prinice Royal,

Candma, the name of the Birmay Idol .
Gnapet, * species of Sprat which the Birmans pickle.

Hoza, & Goose, the symbol ol the Birman nation.

Kay, avaee of Mountaineers,
Kimgm, a Monastery, or mitkmu of Rhalizans or Priests,

.EIW(P, d “l'ﬁ-u TiVeTs

Leedeges, Chief or Stectsman af = boat.
Lotoo, the Hall where the Grand Council of the Nation assemble.

Manchegee, the Birman name for the province of Yunan in Chinas
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Maywoon, Vicetoy of a Province,.

Micup, a River,

Micu, aCity,s Town, a District,

Micit Ger, Chiel'of 2 Didirict or Town,
Moonshee, 3 Mussulman Prolessur of Leiters.

Nakhaan, a Registzr.

Pal-:mu!n an inlerior Order of Priesthood.

Hmn:rb, the real Spire that disungmahes the tlwt]hng of the Maonzreh, and the
Temples of the Divinity.

Pillawe, an Indizn Dish, esteemed a great delicacy,

Prae, s Temple, 2 Lord, also a title given by au inferior to & superior,

Purndit, a lewrned Hindoo,

Pynion, & Banker, an Assayer of Metal,

Rapwean, an Officer of distinction, Govérnor af 2 Town.
Rhahaan, z Priest,

Risom, apublic Hall, the Court of Justice.

Rua, a Village.

Sandehraan, Master of the Ceremnnies,

Sandezien, an Officer whose business is to read public documeénts.
Serge Doges, a principal Secretary. '

Seree Mion, a provincial Secretary.

Seree, a CGlerk. o

Shawhtnder, an Intendant of the Pore.

Siredaw, High Iriest. '

Tuckall, a piece of Silver of about 25, 6d. value,

Talien, a Native of Pegue,

Tallepein, 3 Precepror; a name by which the Rhbaliaans or Priests were known to
Euwopeans,

Tee, the Umbrells of 3 Pagoda, or Temple of Worslip. .
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Tockien, a Prince.

Feelee, n War-boat. _
Tirrengee, an Officer of an juferior dignity.
Taalow, the distinguishing chain of Nobility.

Woeneee, First Counsellor of State.
Wegqudoct, Second Counsellor of State.

THE END.
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