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"MANUSCRIPTS AND PRINTED
EDITIONS OF MARCO POLO'S TRAVELS

|

Manuscripts and early editions of the Hook of
Mo Pola can for the most part be classificd into
three groups, 1. ¢., A, B and C: these groups may be
sgain divided into a4 number of sub-groups. To
Group A belong the famous Franco-ltalinn text in the
Biblioth*que Nationale at Pariz (M3, francais 1110)
and other numerons MSS  The most representative text
af this groyp, !{,‘IIIIF. haz been known as the Geos
graphic Text wirive it was published fiteratios in 1524
by the Sociétd de Géographic in Vaol. 1 of the Rewei!
e Foyoge o de Mémoires, Group B is represented
by Ramusin’s composite Itlian version published in.
1508 at Venice inthe second volume of Dl Nowigationi
e Viagy, while Group O containg the MS5. in the
Ambrosians Library at Milan and the MS, discovered
by Percival David in the Chapter Library of the
Cathedral m Toledo on 7 December 1032, and publi-
shed in 1838 ar londom under the joint editorship
of A €. Mouwle and Paul Pelliot as the second volume
of Mures Pilot the Diesseiption of the World, :

Before procecding to consider the fextual tra-
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dition of the Polian texts, let us give a plance at the
circatstances in which the Swl of Mo Pl was
compited. After 20 years® bravel in the East Marco
Polo with his father Nicolo and his uncle Maffes
arrived at his mative city of Venice some timé in the
yvear 1205, Marco soon acguired great fame anicmg his
fellow citizenz who were so fascinated by bis charm-
ing snd graclous personality that they came every
day 1o wvisit and converse with him, and to ask him
mutters oncerning Cathay, the Great Khan Chipangu,
eie. Probably some time in the following year, Marco
Pualo-wis talien prisoner by the Geniese inoan unrecord-
ed cnounter berween the armicd galleys of Yeoice-and
Gentia. While in prison at Genoa Marco becune @ jrréat
favorite with his fellow prisoners, and even with the
juflors: Becauss of his kaleg of the wondors and wealth
of the East, and of his adventures. The jailors and
reieased prisomers i tum would spedlc of him and his
atory to their pflutives and Frievds, and =0 the name
of “Marco Milioni"! —as he was nicknamed because
of hii prodigal use of this werd in his narratives—
\became known throoghoor the great medicval city of
Gencs:  Asked or fareed to tell his stoyy uver and
aver mmain even the lequacions Venetivn adventurer
wearied of repeatmg it and took advantage of the
opportunity affered him theough his acquaintance with
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one Rustichello of Pisa. a professional romancewriter,
who had ale been taken prisoner in o battle
between Genoa and Pisa, 1o put his tale down
i writing. Little & known of this Rustichello. There
are seweral MSS. of Arthurian romances in the
Bibliothtque Nationale at Paris, which were written
by one Rusticien de Pise. Painstaking comparienn of
these Asthurian romances with the Franco-Ttalian text,
fr. 1116, by L. F, Benedettoq, has established that
this Rusticien de Pise was no other than Rustichello,
In his monumental work Benedetto reveals that not
only the style but phrases, sentences, and, in some
Cikes, entire paragraphs are almost identical in Rusti-
cien's romances snd fn Er, 1114,

When Marco Polo decided to make Rustichelln
write: down his story, he requested hii father at
Venice to send him his notes and memomnda made du-
ring his prolonged sojourn in the East. Ramusio refers
to these in his Preface to Vol. 11 of Delis Navigatiomn
v Fiaggi but-some scholars considered that the passage
had been invented by Ramusio himself. There is proof,
however, that Marco had recourse to some kind of
aide-mémoires, aince it must have been quite in:possible
Eor any one, bowever great'wis his power of nsemary,
to reproduce such exact daty on various pepples and
their customs, ehimates, products;, political and military
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events, etc., ms we find in the Fosk o' Marvs Pafi aolely
fram mewmory after a period of nearly thirty Years.

When the notes finally arrived fram Venice,
Murco started to tell his  repeatediy-told story,
perhaps in ite proper order 10 the professional
romance-writer, Rustichells of Pisa. and probably
th others as the prison was crowded with men like
himself and Rustichello from wvarious parts of the
Meditermnean littoral. Rustichello's job seems to have
been that of armnging the various portions of the
stary in onder, to knit the diffierent chapters und
divisions into a suitsble form for a book, to Insért
opeting anil closing lines, ete., and, finally, to translate
Marca's Venetinn dialect into Franco-Italinm commoniy
used for such popular works.

1 Luigs Foscolo Benedetto, Murce #%: I Mikione.
Prima Edizione Integrale. Firenze, 118,

After comparing numerous passages of fr, 1116 with
those of Rustichello’s other romunces, Benedetto s
come in the: conclusion that Rustichello produced the
aiscestor of €, 1106 and its related MSS. based upan
& stduy of the notes supplicd him by Marco Polo s
well o his suggestions.  Rustichello’s vession of the
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Tonscels”off Marn Polo was u produet of joint authorship,
but Benedetto argues that even fr. 1116 must represent:
anly a: lntef copy of the original of the Polo-Risstichello
compilation. N. M. Pemzer () sugpests: “One of the
numerous Genoese: who without the sliphrest douh
did visit Polo, became very friendly with him, amd
helped in the editing of the work, in addion to
Rustichelio, Tf Penzer's suggestion be acceptable,
can it nit also be further supposed that there were
other persons who woste down what Marea had told
them in the Genogse prison or in Venice before and/
or dfter his jmprisonment? Tt would be, therefore,
too much to sssume that Rustichello’s was:the only
version, directly based on Mareo's sory and his nites,
and that all the other versions, extant or lost, descended
from this sole mnerstor. s there snything that prevents
us to sssume, on the ontmary, that several different
versions were made ot first hand From Mareo's ows
story or his notes at the same tim= ax, or earlier or
larer than, Rustichello’s version #

Most studénts of the  Polian. lexts sbem io
have taken it for granted char there was only one
losi opiginal i, ¢. Rustichells’s vemsion, sod all sub-
sequent texts handed down o us are its descendants;
direct or indirect: In other words they sssume that
all Polian texts are cither copies, faithful or otherwise,
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or recensions or franslations, full or sbridged, ‘of this
now Jest original (0). A, (. Moule's i3 sttempt to
recomstruct O by means of o domposite tegl secins o
be based on the same assumption. This theory, how-
cYer;, seems (o me open bo question For 1w redson
Just mentinned.

L«t us now tum to other sub-gmups of F #a
Benedetto refers to as fr. 1110 and its related MSS.
First comes the Grégoire version or FG as Benedetto
calls it, ‘'who has added another ten MSS. to the five
known by Henry Yule (. Yule's famous English 1rans-
Intion was based on Panthier's translation (3, which
i in tum based on one of this sub-group.

Secondly, there is the Tusean recension which
was translated inte Tusean from a Franco-Ttalian
version ut the beginming of the Fourtecath century.
This Tuscan subgroup (TA) was published by the
Sociéte de Géographie in the same volume 53 [r, 1116,
und Formed the basis of . Murray's English trans-
Intion (&) published in F&24,

Next comes the Venction recension which was
the most widely distributed nf all Polian texts and
eabtiing aver sighty MSS, The greal fame the Venction
version achiesed was die to the popular belief that
this version was pothing less than Marca's original.
This popular, but erroncous, opinion originated from
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the eulogistic manner in which Pipino referred to his
source, Francesco Pipino of Bologna, a Dominican
friar, is known lso g the suthor of ssveral Latin
translations of medieval French books. This Latin
version by Pipino was made from a Venetian text,
prubably in the later years of Marca's life, bur there
seems. oo ground for believing that it wos executed |
with Marco’s copnizance and retouched by himselF as
sorme scholars used to believe: The first printed edition
of Pipinn's. Latin mﬁm‘;ﬁxand shout 1455 not
long after the invention of printing. This is the third
eiuthest pranted edition of the Bouk of Marvo Lolo, the
first being the German edition published at Nurenberp
in 1477, and the second a reproduction of the same
at Augsburg in 1451,

According to Libri & “The finest of all the
results doe to the influence of Mureo Polo s that of
having stirred Coliwmbus to the discoway of the New
World. Columbus, jealous of Polo's lsurels; spent his
life in preparing means to get 1o that Zipangu of
which the Venctian traveller hud rold such preat
things."" It is of interést to pote that & copy of
Pipino's Latin edition of 1485 [ies in . the Biblicteiea
Colombina mt Seville. How desp was the interest talten
by Columbus in Marco Polo's travels s indicated by
the copious marginal smnotation found in the copy
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kept in the Colombing, Th= margines of the following
folios contain the autographical notes of the great

.ﬂl"ligﬂﬂrml..

W, iy, firteay. inctv. Ohr.etw
iy, B B et v. Moty B8retv.
Hiz.etv. 397 Hretv, Mirnety, 0notw
Breav. drev. e ety Glretv. T0newv.
9. . ety flrnoty. Tlr.eew
Hriotv. drev. blretv. (e T2t w

ey, ¥irney. Srav. Gy, THT. e Y,
Hr Hruew, M Wirerv. Tirn
M ey, dBw, Mrev. G dv.

The present facsimile s made from snother
original copy of this first Latin edition of 1485, which
i preserved in the Toyo Bunko (Qriental Library),
formerly the Mornson Library and now 2 branch
library of the National Diet Library at Tokyo, This
edition, x rare specimen of mounabula, was printed
at Antwerp about 1485 together ‘with the travels of
Mandeville and Ludolphe a3 is mevesled from the

‘exmmination of the copy in the Sunderland Library,

which is complete and contains the three works.

It is also interesting 16 note in passing that
an Elivahethan translationyy published in 1579 is
based on ane of the ramificd versions of the Venetian

—_—



regonsion.  'This. earliest Fnglish' tronslation of the
Haok 4F Maress' Pola wezs miade by John Frampton Ffrom
the Spanish (Castilian) version. of Rodrige Fenindes
de Santzella vy Cardobo. Santzella’s Castition transiation
is ‘hased on a8 MS. which is now presesved in the Bilili-
ateca del Seminario of Seville. This MS. and Santael-
la’s Spanish, hence Framptan's English, versions are im-
portant in the sense that they reveal the prototype which
served o the source of Pipino's famous Latin vession
A curioms  complication of trapslation snd e
translation arcse From the situstion in the Niddie
Ages where effective publication was absent. As we
have scen above the first Latin- edition was: published
it 1486, and a second Latin edition was published =t
Basle in 1532 [ the Noms orfts regiomon ao srsforest
reteribiis inognitzrum, edited by Simon Grymaeus, It
actunlly compiled by Jean Huttichius. This Latin version,
while being different from Pipino's, is clearly hased
on it. Text of Grimacus® Latin edition i very corrupe,
and hed heen regarded 58 & retrmslation fmm the
Portuguese translation of 1502 Andreas Maller of
Greiffenhagen reprinted the Latin of Grynaeus in 1671,
and Bergoron's Marco Palo in his Fosge finf primedpafo-
wrpt en ddxie published in 1730, & based on Millers
edition at sixth hand. Here we se following curious
and viciows circlo of translution: French-ltalimeLatin-
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FPaortuguese-Latin-French.,

1 N. M. Penzer. The Most Noble and Famous
Travels of Marco Polo together with the Travels
of Nicolo de' Conti, edited from the Elizabethan
Translution of John Frampton with Introduction, Notey
and Appendices, 1st edition, London, 1520, nd edition
enlarged, TLondon, 1687

m A C Moule & Paul Pelliot, Marco Polo:
the Description of the Wodd. Vol 1. London, 1088,

(i Henry Yule, The Boak of Ser Marco Pulo,
tha Venetian eoncerning the Kingdoms snd Marvels
of the Bast, tranilated and edited, with notes, Int
edition, London, 15871, Later editions were considersbly
animented by Henry Cosdier. In two vols, The third
wolume by Cordier wis published in Londono in 1920,

» M. G Pauthier: Le bvee e Marco Polo,
ditoyen, concziller privé et comnussaire impdrial de
Khoubilai-Khaan; rédigé en Frmicnis aous & dictde en
I8R par Rusticien do Pise; Publié pour Iz premiere
fois d'apris trois mamiscrits fnédits de Ia Bibliothique
impérial de Paris, présentanit la rédaction primitive
du lnm wvie: par Mare Pol lui-méme et donnée par
Iud, &n 1307, A Thibaulr de Cépoy, accompagnés des
variantes, de l'explication des mots hors d'usage, et de

commentsites géozraphigues et histariques,  tirds dis
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éerivains orientaux, principalment chinois, avec une
carle générale de I'Asie. Paris, 1500,

iiy Hugh Muray, The TFravels of Maorco Polo,
greatly smended and colarged’ From waluable early
manuscripts recently published by the Freach Society
of Geography, and in Italy by Count Baldelli Bomi.
With copious Nutes, illustrating the routes and obser-
vations of the author and comparing them with these
of mare receat Travellers. New York, 1543,

m  CQuoted from Yule-Cordier, Vol. 1, p. 104,
Iootmnte.

g Henri Cordier, Bibliothesa Sinieat, Dictionnaire
Liblingraphique des ouvrages relatifs @ 'empire chinojs.
Paris, 1904- 18029, Clo 1967

m  Vide note w

1t

Leaving Group A, we will now pass on to a brief
‘wocount of group B This group s represented by
Ranmaio’s recension and some Venctisn MSS, Ramusio’s
Fumous Italian cdition of which there is no manuseript
appeared in the second wolume of Dells Nuwigntion of
Viaggi, ete., in 1660, printed by the Venetian printers
Giunti, who had entrusted the editomship of this
collection of travels und voyages in three volumes to

——i—
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n leamed Venetinn Giovanni-Battists Ragiuwia, Ramugia
toak the Yatin version by Pipino s the bugis for his
translation with additivna from other gources among
which Z is the most importust to which we shall
mtum shortly. There ave. however, unique prssages
found only jn Ramusin’s version and ot found in
Group A or in Group €. Though Ratnusio's version
is a tranalutod compokite text, it occupies a tunigque
place in the realm of Polinn texts. When Marsden ()
undertoole his famous translation of Mamo Pils, he
chiose Ramusin's Italian version us the hasia for hig
translation. Mamden's is, therefore, a2 translstion of a
trnslated compilation From several sources. Some selio-
lars among whom there wus Henry Yule were eritical
of Marsden's choice of Remusio’s version. But recent
* research hos tended graduully te estmblish the vale
anil importance of Rumusio's vémion.

(il Willizm Marsden: The Travels of Marco Polo,
a Venction; in the Thinteenth Century: being a Deserip-
tion, by thot early traveller, of semarkabile places and
things, in the Esstern Parts of the World. Lodon, 1815,

v

Lastly Iet v um to Group €. The history
of the discovery of Z is wusually interesting. A Tatin
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copy of a Polisn text was Found by Benedetto in the

Ambrosiana Library et Milan, It iz inken From an
early Latin text in the library of Cardinal Francisoa
Xavier de Zelnda 2t Rome, which was copled in 1795
by the Abate Touldo, and the original s mentioned
by Baldelli-Boni to huve been left by the will of
(lardindl Zelads to the Chapter Library of the
Cathedral ot Toledo. The Milan copy itself yeveals
thut it is derived from & Franco-Tealion version infini-
tely superior to Group A, OF this Milan copy E.
Denison Rose ¢y wrote in 1451 *The orgindl of ‘%"
in saidto te in Toledo, but Profesor Benedetto s
been umble o obtoin jany news of it. ond umtil this
MS, s forthooming the Milan copy must be received
with o ccrfuin. pmount of ciution.” However, after
several sttemptd Pervival David finally discovered the
ariginul MS. on December 7, 1382, in the Chapter
Library of the Cathedral st Toledo. According to
Moule guy this MS. wes made in Italy sbout the vear
{470, As the Milan copy, though penecully . Fajrhful,
contains many small snd some important mistskes, the
redincovery of the origimel should ke a« matter far
congratulition. to every student of the Polinn texis,
More fortunutely, this valuable BS. wes very Faithe

Eully anmid cavefully edited by A . Moule, and

publighed in 103 as the seoond valume of Memo. Pofo:

= e
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b Desecription of the Werld. Since many unknown
Polian treasures may stili fic 40 European Libraries
wrongly cutalogued or not extslogyed st all, a8 Pemver
imagines (15, when scholars and bibliographers puss
over even fully secarded MSS., we may expect that
more hithetto unkuown MSS, will tim up and shed
further light on the problems of the Polian texts.

wiy The Travels of Marco Polo. trmmalated into
Fstelish from the text’of L. F. Bencdetto by Aldo
Ricci. Tondom, 1931 Introduction by Denison Hoes.
p. Xi.

on A O Moule & Paul Pelliot, Marco Polo. Vol.
11, London, 1638 p, 13

on See Penzer's introduction to his edition of
Framptan's tramslition,

v

Having reviwed bricfly the textusl history of
the Bock af Mareo Polo, let us' now give o gloimee ot
some importent modern printed editions. The four
ontstanding editions of the nineteenth contitry ave the
CGeographic Text (1814), thie translations by Marsden
(1818), Pauthier (1565) and Henry Yule (1571), to the
former two of which 1 have already referred. Pauthier
used certain MSS. of the Grégoire version, Group A,

l'J'
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as the bagis for his mudern  French translation,
because he pluced great, perhapa too great impomance,
upon the curious Note of une Thibault de Cepoy in
his A" type MSS. This Thibault de Cepny wis &
crptain it the service of Philip the Fuir, and later
entered the service of Charles de Valos; Phlip’s
brother, who sent him (0 Constantinople on 8 politieal
mission. Thibault left Paris on September ¥, 1306,
and procesded to Vienice, whese he concluded a treaty
of slliance in December, 1500, During his stay there
hie met Marer Polo znd in August 1907 was presented
by Marco Polo himeelf 3 copy of his book, mecribed
as *he first copy of his said Book dfter he made
the same.* After Thibuult’s death his son Jemm made
a enpy of the book, which he gave to Charles de
Valois, ond he alo made ather copies for these of
his friends who asked for them. This 18 the story
wld in the Note, to which Pauthier attached such
great importance, but which has long since been
proveil to be quite unreliable.

Yule's Direous edition was based on Pamthier's.
Yule, who had alresdy entertained some douhis 23
to the authenticity of Thibault de Cepoy's Note,
adopted, neverthless, Pasthies’s edition. in preferénce
to fr. 1116 the impormnce of which he wus well
sware. He pointed out the awlowardness snd wutalo-
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Bics appearing in' £r. 1116, bt this cin hardly be 2
sufficient fustification for choging an spparently inferjor
Text @w the basin of his fransltion. Our explanation
18 that, although Yule was » commentator snd s great
Commentator, he woas pol i bibliogrmpher, nor a
‘philologiz nor 3 paleographer. Yule's cyclopaedic
edition  considerably  augmented by Henni Cordier
was reprinted and has sequired n very wide geceptance
ot only by scholars but by the genersl public.

Previous to 1928 there was almase nothme o
be added to the proas Yule-Cordier edition in thiree
volumes, In 1928 Luigi Foscolo Bendetto's volumnious
edition Marea Polo: 11 Milione mude its appearante im
Florence. 1In hig lengthy introduction Benedetin
classificd the numerous Palian texts, and arrenged
them inte the Familics to which they respectively
belong. He has niot only increased the Yule-Cardies
list of MSS. from 79 tg 48, but hes discovered @
copy of extreme importance, the Milan copy of Z,
which has been already referred to. The second hatf
aof his bool cantains the carefully edited text of the
most-famous MS., fr. 1118, with “opions textual noges
and’ important passages in foot-notes taken from ather
sources,  After the publication of his fine edition,
Benedetto prepared an Jraljan translation of fr, 115,
embodying in it the mout imporiant additional passages



from other texts. This modem Italian edition was
translsted into English by Aldo Ricci and published
in 1991 with an introduction by Denison Ross.

Another impotant edition was a reprint publish-
ed in 1828 of John Frampton’s Elizabethan translation
with a lengthy introduction and copious appenddices
by Penzer, A stcond edition, enlarged, appeared in
1835,

In 1938 the first two volumes of Mame Polo:
Deseriplion of the World by A. C. Moule and Paul
Pelliot were published in London. The first volume
contains Moule’s  voluminous composite  tranglation.
The version of Ramusio and the modem Italian edition
of Benedetts (and its English translation by Ricoi) are
also composite texts, but different from Moule’s version.
The former two are bhased on some basic texiy
{Ramusio's on Pipino’s Latin, and Benedetto’s on fr.
1116), and embody important passages from other texts
without indicating their sources. Hence the passages
of the basic texts are indistinguishable from those
taken from other sources, In Moule's version £r, 1116
is tranilsted completely and literally, and printed in
ordinary type, while translated words, phrases, senlences
and  passages from other sources are inserted in their
mipposedly proper places, and printed in Italics with
murginal indications s to their sources. The undeni-
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able defert of Moule's vemion is its awkwand and
difficult, if not unintelligible. style which is the
inevitable result of such 2 kind of composite text.
It appears 1o me that Moule's recomstruction is based
an the theory that there was only one original version,
and that, consequently, it is passible to knit the words,
phirases, sentences, and passages of all cxtant texts into
one whole complete text. Then: scems to be two methods
for the purposc of reconstructing the Book of Mama
Pelor one ix that of preparing s composite text followed
by Ramusio, Benedetto in his modem Italian version
(Ricci's English translation), and Moule in hiz fimt
volume of Marco Polo; the other is that of reprodu-
cing the more important texts as in the case of d' Avezac's
(Geographic text) ind Benedetto's edition of fr. 1114,
Penzer’s edition of Framption's translation, end Moule's
edition of the Zelada text in his second vohume of
Marco Polo.
List of Printed Editions Cited

1577, The first printed edition in German. Nuremberg.
1481, A reproduction of the preceding. Augsburg.

1485, Pipino's Latin version; the only printed edition

of that vemion
1602, Portuguese version from Pipino, Lisbon.
150%, Spanish version by Santsella. Sevilia.
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15532, Novus Orbis, etc.. Basles

153, Ramusio’e version, Venice,

178, Frampton's first English version. London

1671. Andress Miller's edition. Berlin,

1735, Bergieron's Freoch version.  The Hague,

1818, Marsden’s English translation. London,

1524, The publication of £r. 1116 by the Société de
Géographie. Paris.

1844, Hugh Murmay's English edition. Edinburgh.

1565, Pauthier's modem French transiation. Paris

1871. The first edition of Yule's Marco Polo.
Laondon

14003, Yule's third edition augmented by Cordier.
New York.

XN, Cordier’s Ser Marco Polo, Notes and Agenda
to Yule’s edition. New York.

11228, Benedetto's edition. Florence.

1924, Penzer's edition of Frampton's translation
Landon,

1931, Ricci's English tramalation (14

106, Vals: 1 & I of the Moule:Pelliot edition.

19, Facsimile edition of the first Latin version

() The present writer has not seen the modem
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Antverpize, 1485,

Eight hundred eopies only have been
reproduced in phototype from the original
edition in possession of THE TOYO BUNKO
(Oriental Library), by the National Diet
Library, Tokyo, Japan.

Collotype work by the Otsuka Kogeisha
Ltd., Tokyo. November, MOMXELTX.
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