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PREFACE

HE primaryobject of this book is to review the archaeological record

I of the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages in the Aegacan area, to

givee as full an account as possible of those elements in it which
find a place in the Homeric poems, and to relate this survey to that other
record, shadowy, fragmentary, often enigmatic, which is preserved in the
poems: themselves. The vear 1873 may be taken as the date at which
archaeological investigation began to concern itsell with Homer, for though
the first sod was turned on the hill of Hissarlik in 1870, it was not till
1873, when the first "Homeric’ results were obtained by the discovery of
‘Priam’s” palace and treasure and of the “Skaian’ Gates, that the equation
of Troy = Bunarbashi was serionsly threatened, and that scholars realized
that they would have to take account of Schliemann and his spade.

Sixty years have passed since Helbig's pioneer work, Das homerische
Epos aus den Denkmilern erldutert, appeared in its second and much
enlarged edition, and since that date there has been no comprehensive
review of the ever accumuiating material. By 1886 Troy, Mycenae, Tiryns,
and Orchomenos had yielded their first-fruits to the excavator, but Crete
was still untouched and ‘Mycenaean® civilization lacked even an approxi-
mate chronology. Until that could be provided, all that the Homeric
archaeplogist could do to carry on Helbig's researches was to examine and
comment on separate subjects. This was done in several cases—those,
e.g. of the house and of weapons and armour—and some valuable results
were obtained, but there could be no attempt to correlate them. An
admirable summary of the actual sitnation is given by M, P, Nilsson in the
third chapter of his book, Homer and Mycenae, 1933.

As the excavation of Knossos progressively revealed the lineaments of
Mioan culture, its exotic chamacter and the remoteness of its past, the
complexity of the problem of Mycenaean civilization became increasingly
apparent. On the Homeric side of the question the raising of the date of
the Shaft-graves to the sixteenth century ruled ont their contents as part
of the material background of the Trojan War; no one of them had ever
housed the bones of Agamemmon, and Schlismann's famous telegram to
Gearge, King of the Hellenes, reporting the discovery at Mycenae of his
predecessor, King of all the Hellenes, was expunged from the record.
The exploration of Crete led naturally to the investigation, without Homeric
prepossessions, of prehistoric Greece as a whole. Orchomenos and the
Peloponnesian sites had already given glimpses of a past remoter even
than the date of the Shaft-graves; the excavation of sites in Boeotia
{Chaeronea), Phocis, and Thessaly provided the basis of a synthesis not
achieved till after the end of the war of 1914-18, when Korakou, Zygouries,
and Eutresis combined to fill in the picture. Similarly, the scientific
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account of the excavations of Schliemann and Dérpfeld at Troy, published
in 1902 under the title Troja und Ilion, paved the way for those further
excavations by American archdeologists whose summary reports have
already thrown a new illumination on the site and whose final results are
cagerly awaited.

Within this same period the Early Iron Age began to receive specialized
attention. As early as 1887 Assarlik (near Halikamnassos) had yielded the
first view of a culture destined to he known later as proto-Geometric and
Greek | by 1914 Vrokastro and other Cretan sites had provided evidence of
the same or at least of an exceedingly closely related culture situated nearer
to Greece, Proto-Geometric ware has since been found on various main-
land and island sites; the bulk of the evidence, however, comes from the
German excaviation of the Kerameikos cemetery at Athens and is in great
part available in Kerameikos I, the first volume of the publication still in
progress, In this a full acconnt of the topography and pottery is given,
with & more summary treatment of other finds. Volume iv, which ap-
peared in 1943, contains an acconnt of objects of the eleventh and tenth
centuries and presumably completes the tals of proto-Geometric : it is not
availuble in this country and T have not met anvone who has seen it.! The
salient features of the Late Geometric age with which the Early Tron Age
terminates had become known, so far at least as Attica is concerned, before
the end of the ninetesnth century through the exploration of the Dipylon
cemotery. The earlier period remains in many respeets obscure : the full
publication of the Kerameikos results should do much to illuminate it and
to provide at least a relative chronology.

The extension of his field of vision since Schliemann laid down the
spade ‘has displayed the problems of the Homeric archaeologist in new
aspeets, He is no longer concerned solely to decide how far Homer por-
trayed the material background of the Late Bronze Age of which he singsar
that of his own day or something intermediate between the two, a question
in part already answered, though much that is of interest and impor-
tance remains open to discussion. Bearing in mind the recent insistence
of linguistic and literary critics, especially Meillet and the lamented
Milman Parry, on the antiquity of the hexameter and the obscurity of
its origin, and on the remarkably strong element of tradition in the
language to which the constant use of formulae testifies, remembering also
that combination in the Greek language of Indo-European structure with
a strikingly large non-Indo-European element in the vocabulary from
Homer onwards to which Kretschmer long ago called attention—with new
vistas opening on every side, the Homeric archaenlogist must ask himself
when and in what circumstances that racial mixture first took place which
issued in (among other things) the Homeric lexameter and the earliest
form of Greek we know,

* Since these words were written, the book has become available.
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The Homeric scholar must consider not only the earliest form of the
Wrath of Ackilles, but the origin of licraic poetry in Greece, which must
far antedate that of the Tale of Troy; the Homeric archaeologist must ask
himsell whether it is not to be carried back far beyvond the actual attack
by which the city perished in the opening years of the twelfth century.. In
the concluding chapter I have tried to indicate the lines on which archaeo-
logical evidence may help to fumish the answer,

For the prosscution of future research in this field the first requisite is:
a fresh collection of the archaeological evidence, vastly increased since
Helbig's day, which falls within the period extending from e. 1o to c. jo0,
while some attention must be paid to centuries earlier still.. That this book
supplies the indispensable bodv of matenal so far as published and accsss-
ible 15 the justification for its existence, and the hope of the author is that
Hemeric scholars of the future will find in it a basis for their researches,

In any live study important lines of discovery and research will always
be incomplete at whatever date a gencral survey is undertaken. In the
present instance the position: was greatly ageravated by the paralysis of
war and the impenetrable barriers behind which it impartially segregated
the maimed scholarly activities of all countries alike, belligerent and
neutral, friend and foe. The lack of two works which will shortly be at the
dispasal of scholars I have special reason to doplore, viz. Professor Wace's
book on Mycenae, soon to be produced by the Princeton Institute for
Advanced Studies,! and the final ‘Trov' to be given to the world by Pro-
fessor Blegen and his band of belpers. The restraints and interruptions
imposed by the war which greatly impeded the writing of this book also
made it at first impossible and Liter on p slow and difficult business to
obtain relevant works produced abroad, Nevertheless, important books
did reach this country. Mr. Furumark's The Mycenaean Potlery and The
Chronology of Mycenaean Pollery were secured by the library of the
Ashmolean Musenm i August 1945, having been available some months
earlier in that of the Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies in
London,; and were followed by Professor Persson's New Tombs at Dendra.
The author's kind permmission to reproduce Plate I and Fig: 114 of his book
has enabled me to exhibit to the Homeric scholar a recent discovery of
exceptional interest. 1 am no less indebted to Professor Kurt Miller for
the photographs of one of the terra-cotta votive shields from Tiryns repro-
duced in Plate TX of this book. My thanks are also due to the editor of the
American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literature and the Depart-
ment of Oriental Languages and Literatures of the University of Chicago
for permtission to reproduce from the Jowrnal the fizures which appear-as
Plate Vand VI, 1 of this book and to Mr. P. Dikaios, Curator of the Cyprus
Museum at Nicosia, for the illustrations of the dove cup which appear en
P 332. The chapter on the Homeric House was written in the war years

* This work appeared in (he current yvear [1049).
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and though the plan of the house at Prienie on p. 410 is of conrse ultimately
derived from the German publication of the site (Priene, T, Wiegand and
H. Schrader), it is actually reproduced from Fig. 124 of Professor D, S,
Robertson’s Greek and Roman Architechure. The practice which I have
followed of giving where possible several references for illustrations of the
same object was begun when the destruction of books in this country by
enemy action was at its maximumm ; it was maintained for the convenience
of such readers as have access only to libraries which do not contain the
most recent publications. For example, vol. vii of Perrot ¢t Chipiez,
Histoire de I Axt dans I A ntiguité, contains a more comprehensive collection
of Geometric figured vases than any single book published since. Inérodue-
tion a I'lliade by Professor Mazon and his coadjutors was hrought to
Oxford in 1945 by Professor Schaeffer as well as the first instalment of his
own publication of Ras Shamra, Through the generous kindness of another
French scholar, M, Bayet, the masterly Grammasre iomérigue, Morphologie
&t Phonétigue, of Professor Chantraine came into my hands at a date when
there was no other copy in this country and in time for me to profit by if
when writing part of my last chapter.

Before acknowledging my obligations to the living I wish to record the
deep debt which in common with all Homeric archasologists I owe to a
great figure, forgotten to-day in some quarters and in others the object of
an ilkinformed contempt. To Wilhelm Dérpfeld, the coadjutor of Sehlie-
mann in his later years and long associated with the German Archacological
Institute in Athens, scholars owe not only that basic ¢lucidation of the sites
of Tiryns and Troy which ensured their further fruitful exploration, but
the establishment of rigidly scientific standards in the business of excave-
ton, an innovation which has preserved for us untold treasures all over
the Aegaean ares. That in later years he became the exponent of many
wild theories is troe but irrelevant and does not diminish our debt. In his
own realm his work, as those testify who have had access to the daily
records of his digs, was as nearly impeccable as anything human can be,
and in the sections which he contributed to Schliemann’s Tiryns and in
Troja wnd Ilion (to name Homeric” sites only) a phantom of the great
excavator survives. The immortality of such 2 one must be for the
general scholar much like that of the departed actor or preacher for the
public—a name and not much else, By the nature of his task he must
necessarily as it progresses destroy much, sometimes all, of the evidence on
which his conclusions are to be based, and when he has ceased to expound
them on the spot, the site remains indeed a record of supreme value, but
has become a dead thing. Only those who have heard Dirpfeld lecture
standing on the scenes of his greatest achievements ean fully appreciate
his quality; of that diminishing band the present writer has the good
fortune to be ane. '

To many living scholars T am deeply indebted * angl firstly to Sir John
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Myres, who enconrnged me to pursue the study begun in Greece and who
has always been ready to put at my disposal his vast stores of learning
and experience and to exercise a criticism both stimulating and kind. To
specialists in spheres beyond my range [ owe much. Professor Battiscombe
Gunn was good enough to read the chapter on Egypt, Dr. Saul Weinberg
that on Prehistoric Greece to the end of the Middle Bronze Age; both
helped me with information and eriticism, as did Professor G. R. Driver
when appealed to on matters connected with Assyria and the Phoenicians.
It is hardly necessary to say that if errors appear in these chapters, T am
solely responsible for them. Professor Beazley and Dr. Jacobsthal read
the chapter on dress and gave me much lielp, both in discussion and by
calling my attention to material in the later part of the story which I
should otherwise have missed. For the conclusions on this subject, not all
of them orthodox, I again am alone responsible. Professor Wade-Gery
read the first and last chapters; his encouragement and his stimulating
criticism have been equally useful and valued.

To my friend and former pupil Miss Joan Pickstone I owe a deep debt
of gratitude for heér co-operation in the compilation of the indexes; the
heaviest part of the work was done by her,

Finally, my warmest gratitude is due to the Principal and Fellows of
Somerville College who by electing me Lady Carlisle Research Fellow made
possible the fulfilment of a long-cherished design.

H. L. LORIMER
OXFORD
Seplember 1046
December 1040
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CHAPTER I
PREHISTORIC GREECE

Ta very early date a neolithic population was spread over the greater
part, perhaps the whole, of Greece, It was agricultural in character,
and its material civilization was of an extremely simple kind. Its

pottery, exclusively hand-made, included burnished red, bliack, and grey
wire and painted ware ultimately derived from the Painted Ware Culture
of the Near East. Whende it entered Greece is uncertain | it extends over
the mainland from Thessaly (where it appears as the First Thessalian
Culture) in the north to Arcadia and Messenia (where it has been found
at Malthi) in the south.!

The date of the entrance of this neolithic culture into Greece cannot be:
even approximately fixed, but early in the third millenmum it was fol-
lowed by a fresh mmmigration, that of the population named by archaeo-
logists the Early Helladic. The term Helladic, which is of course modern,
is used to denote the Bronze Age culture of mainland Greeee, the earliest
phase of pre-Hellenic civilization sufficiently developed to concern the
Homerie student, At some time within the Helladic period, which ends
¢. 1100 B.C. with the collapse of the Mycenaean civilization, the Greeks
began to enter the peninsula, whose population by its close was at least
in the main Greek-speaking and must have included representitives of
every branch of the race. That the Dorians and north-western Greeks had
entered the Peloponnese before the end of the twelfth century is certain ;
from that date onwards therefore Greece is, according to the formula of
Thucydides, Hellenic.

1t is certain that the Early Helladic people were not Grecks. There are
very many place-names on the mainland which contain non-Greek roots
and are not post-Greek, Of these names several classes are found, two
with especial frequency, not only in Greece but in the islands of the
Aegaean and notably in Crete, and also in Anatolia, occurring with marked
density in Caria and somewhat less thickly in Lykia, though their mnge is
not confined to this soutl-west corner. They are names with the suffixes
-ith- and -ss-05 or -a; iIn Anatolia -ath- is replaced by -nd-. To take a few
examples only, we find on the map of Caria: Alinda, Calynda, and Caryanda ;
Stephanus of Byzantinm gives Purinthos as the name of & prabably
Graecized town. Lindos, on the other hand, testifies to an Anatolian or
cognate element in Rhodes to which the cult of the pre-Hellenic Athani
Lindia probably owes its origin. Xanthoes is the name of a Lykian river as
well as of the highly Graccized town that stands on it ; Kretschmer® makes

t Sew O, Hawlkes, The Prekistorie Fonndutiony of Evrope, p. %0, aml for Malthi, Valmin, Tie

Subidizh Mesernio Expedition, p. 36,
¥ Glotie, xxvil, poozst.



2 PREHISTORIC GREECE

a good case for regarding it as originating with a Greek-speaking <ottle-
ment of the Bronze Age. In Crete Stephanus gives us the name of Surin-
thos; to Labyrinthos, which is not a place-name in the ordinary sense,
corresponds Labranda or Labraunda in Caria, a village with an ancient
shrine of Zeus Labrandeus,” whose image held the mélecvs or double axe.
Plutarch® has a story to explain why, in the course of which he tells us tha
Adfpus is the Lydian word for double axe, Thus we are furnished with the
true explanation of the Labyrinth of Knossos: it is indeed, as Evans
revealed to us, the Place of the Double Axe, and the double axe appears
to be the symbel of the young male deity of Crete whom the Greeks identi-
fied with Zeus. Inclassical times it is found on the coins of Tenedos and
of certain cities of Caria. There is 1o reason to think that the word
was specially Lydian, though Plutarch’s source may have known of it as
surviving in Lydia. It was probably diffused all over western Anatolia,
and the hame Labyrinthos makes it certain that it was once in use in
Crete, For the mainland of Greece we have no evidence : but it may be
noted that the double axe makes only rare and relatively late appearances
there and seems to be imported from Crete. '

As examples of the -nth- suffix on the mainland we have, to take a
few examples only, Tiryns (whose first syllable is possibly found also in
Thyatira) and Corinth, Saminthos on the edge of the Argive plain, the
Arcadian mountain Erymanthos, the Attic deme Probalinthes: in the
1slands Mount Kunthos on Delos, Kerinthos, a town of Euboea mentioned
in the Catalogue of Ships, the island of Lebinthos, and many other sites.
To Knossos and Tylissos in Crete corresponds 4 number of obscure names
in Carta as well as the more famous Mylas(sja; in Lykia Telmessos
and Termessos; on the mainland (Attica) Sphettos, Lykabettos, and
Hymettes; Parnassos, to which corresponds a town Parnassos in the heart
of Anatolia. Further, outside these two classes, non-Greek names appear
as doubles, Skiritis is the name of a district in Laconia and of another in
Caria, and Celenderis appears as the name of a town in Trozenia and
another in Cilicia.?

The most compléts list of these correspondences will be foundin an article
by Haley* in which, in conjunction with Professor Blegen, he brings out the
interesting fact that these names abound just where EH settlements are
most frequent—in Phocis, Bocotia, Attica, Corinthia, and the Argolid.
EH sites have recently been found in Elis* and EH ware found jts way to
several outlying places such as Leucas; but it is on the east side of Greece
south of Thessaly, to which the culture did not penetrate, that EH settle=

b Stm T Mor. 308 o302 g kits, val. &

* It hb;isi%ﬂr that we fave hese an .'Lc'fuimu ﬁl?ﬁiﬂs:lﬁ:ni#:];t ﬁ:lm‘h:!unﬂ:ﬂ the fonie-
feenth eentury or Inter; woanfra, p. 35 Kephisss, uwever (mods Creajik), lies a litte way
s the East  the conjunction soggests that the print of departum was here,

¢ AT A xxxii (10a8), ppd s i
1 T, xbvi g2l pp- 77 65



FREHISTORIC GREECE 3

ments are massed. This is a clear indication that the EH population
arrived by sea, from the east and south-east?

It appears certain that the place-names just discussed were given by the
EH folk. They cannot be-attributed to the neolithic population, for the
names are found in the Cyclades and in Crete, to which this people did not
penetrate, Nor can they be ascribed to the next wave of immigrants;
the Middle Helladic people presently to be discussed, for they too never
reached Crete.

The evidence suggests that for 4 time & common tongue was spoken, not
necessarily of course as sole language, in Greece, Crete, and the other
islands, and in a somewhat different form in the south-west region of Asia
Minor ; and that language was certainly not Greek, We find in Gresk many
nouns of the same forms as the place-names just discussed which cannot
be traced in the other Indo-Eurepean lunguages and which are on the
whole names likely to be taken over from the native population by a
subsequent invader who settled in the land. They are for the most part
the names of animals, especially birds, and of plints.* afyndos and Bpdiflos
are both unidentified birds (cf. xduades, the name, Anatolian in form; of a
bird which the gods call yadsis).) wpivbos, mouse, was variously said by
the ancients to be Cretan (E¢vm. Mag.) and Mysian (Polemon ap. Schol, A
an 11, i. 39); probably the word, like Mdgpus, was widely diffused. Apolle
Sminthens, who controlled field-mice, had his seat at Chryse in the Troad
according to the [liad, and in historical times had several shrines in the
Troad and one on the island of Tenedos. ddxuwdos, epéfudlos, repdfntlog,
xurdpooos, vipsiooos are all familiar, dodpusfos, which is found as a
living word only in Homer, differs from the others in denoting an article
which belongs to civilized, even sophisticated, life; it probably came into
Greece from Crete in the Late Helladic age. 8ddaoon was held by both
Kretschmer and Meillet to belong to this pre-Greek language, but the
grounds for this belief have been shown to be inadequate.*

That the EH folk were maritime in a high degree is plain from the
disposition of their settlements, from thetr contacts with Crete, and from
their trade with Troy, where EH pottery is imported from the final
period of Troy 1 to the begiming of V;* and this fact in turn accords
with thé hypothesis of their arrival by sea from so distant a point as the
eastern region of the Mediterranean,

L= [Tparitica, i . whiere, speaking w tal reference 10 Crere, the
mﬂ::r ﬁ@xﬁt{ﬁltzrq;ﬁ:m: E:u;:lcm;‘#en €n r]ltu}'lu;lm motie serhle pécessdre
pout comprendre . farmation di Mnoen ancien, de ire sepgiblement lh part dlinflucnice
jusqu'icl seeardée & ['Eyvpte prodynastique ot profodymstigues, ot de tourner davantage los
youx vers PAsie’ (e the Near East). o .

* See Commentationes Hlonipaulanas, ix, J. Hiber, De Lisgua antipuissimoyam (rarciae
In.:ﬂl';mm, eapecially pp 8 a8y amd 20,

L C.algfpﬁuﬂ:.fhmmlﬁfﬂdmwd tu Edseard Cappps, pp- 42 1L
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q PREHISTORIC GREECE

It would, however, be rash to assume that the whole EH stock entered
Greece from this remote region: such linguistic evidence as there is sug-
gests that the points of departure for the Aegaean area were much more
widely distributed. Though the names and words just discussed are not
Greek and do not figure in known Indo-Eurppean tongues, it does not
follow: that they are not Indo-European, The Boghazkeni records show
that languages remote indeed from all known 1-E. languages, yet rélated
to them, mainly by their inflectional system, established themselves in
Asia Minor at a very carly date. The carlier of the two languages in
question—Luvian—is held by Forrer to have armived as early as the
fourth millennium, the second—Kanesian—not later than the second half
of the third, having separated from the parent stock at Jeast half a century
earlier, a date which accords well enough with Aegaean evidence. Further,
the -nth-, -nd- suffix appears widely diffused in south and south-gast
Europe in the form -nf-, to some extent with Hiyrian- associations (Car-
nuntum| and also in Sicily (Akragas, Agrigentum) and south Italy (Taras,
Tarentum, Male-, later Bene-ventum),! Lydian, the language of the
Lemnian inscription, and Etrusean are all three closely interrelated and
belong; like Kanesian, to that carly (though post-Luvian) stage of L-E.
speech to which Kretschmer has given the name Protindogermanisch, re-
serving the term Unindogermanisch for the stage immediately preceding
the separation of the parent stock inta the Centum and Satem groups.® It
is to this Tyrrheno-Pelasgian group, as Kretschmer calls it, after the
Séyhwoao Bipfapo of Thucydides * that bie ascribes the -pt-, -nih-, and
-nd- suffixes, assigning the -ss-as or -a to the older Luvian.

When we turn to the material side of the EH culture, the first point to
note is the familiarity with metals which it displays. It stands at the liead
of the Bronze Age in Greece and presumably in Europe; in the Near East

that bronze must for a very long time have been produced not by melting
together metallic copper and metallic tin, but by smelting a mixture of the
two ores. In an important note in Antiguity* Mr. Wainwright shows that
i all probability such a natural mixture was to be found in Syria, since
the two rivers of Byblos, the Phaedrus and the Adonis, flow throngh
regions which contain beds of both ores. Tt is further suggested that the
Egyptian expression ‘Asiatic copper” describes the bronze produced by
smelting this natumal mixture ; the term first occurs early in the second half
of the third millennjum,

The quantities of bronze actnally known fo us from EH sitog pru
necessanly small. It ds rare to find metal objects in any quantity on

I See Rretschumer, ‘Dag -ne- Suffic’, Glatta, xiv, oy

3 Kretschmer, *[ie protindogermanischie Schicht’, ibid,, pp. 3os 11,

L * A Lucas, Auciew Egibtion Matorials and Industrics, 3ol ed., P 25l
* xvlly . o5 for 3 fuller statement se JEA xx, pp, 29-32.
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ancient sites except, under certain conditions, in tombs, and their con-
tents depend on the burial customs prevalent and may, as in our own
day, be very meagre ar non-sxistent though the society which deposits, or
fuils to deposit them, is wedalthy., Nor are known EH tombs as yet very
numerous, though 