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Homage

Dr. Harihar Niwas Dwivedi, Honorary Member of our Editorial
Board passed away at Gwalior in April 1987.- He was a profound scholar
of Literature, History, Culture, Law etc. He had edited or written 57
works. His favourite subject was the contribution of Gwalior to Indian
Music and Culture and thus Dhrupad was an important central point in
his research and exposition. We offer our sincere homage to him on
behalf of the world of Dhrupad.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The third number of Dhrupad Annual is being presented. This
number opens some new dimensions to research and study of Dhrupad
through the evaluation of Tansen’s portraits, analysis of M’arifun-
naghmat as a source of Dhrupad compositions, life-sketch of Pandit
Veni Madhavji, the towering personality of the Dhrupad itradition of
Varanasi and discussion forum. The study of the aspects of Dhrupad
touched in the first two numbers has been carried forward through the
reconsideration of the definition of Dhrupad, assessment of musical
terminology found in the Dhrupad song-texts and study of the history
of Chautal in Dhrupad, that is to say, research on the Tala and textual
aspect of Dhrupad has been advanced in this number. It will be our
effort to present material of the raga aspect of Dhrupad. So far as the
regional traditions of Dhrupad are concerned, this number includes
some new material on the Bihar tradition. It will be our effort to
present information on the regional traditions of Bundelkhand, Chhat-
tisgarh etc. in future. Thus, we are trying to construct fresh tools for
research in Dhrupad and to sharpen available tools. &
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THE PORTRAITS OF TANSEN THE
MONARCH OF MUSIC

Prof. Rai Anand Krishna
(Editor’s Summary)

The Persian name for portrait is Shabeeh. Abul Fazal has mention-
ed in his famous work Ain-e-Akbarl that Akbar had arranged for the
making of portraits of himself and the important persons of his time.
Out of these, many portraits of Akbar’s courtiers have been handed
down and the portrait of Tansen is one of them.

Tansen’s portrait has been a matter of discussion for quite some
time. Anand K. Coomarswamy had published a portrait of a dark
coloured heavy-built Beenkar bearing the inscription Naubat Khan
Beenkar in the catalogue of the art collection of Boston Museum.
According to oral tradition Naubat Khan Beenkar was the son-in-law
of Tansen. The portraits of Nanbat Khan Beenkar have been found
from many places. There was a time when some scholars identified
these portraits as those of Tansen. But Tansen is not known to be a
performer of Been. Hence the opinion is not acceptable.

The Rampur State Museum, now known as the Raza Library,
Rampur, has a painting of a royal procession in its collection. This
scene was painted on two sheets, but now the sheet depicting the royal
procession is no more available. But the next sheet depicts a group of
female singers who are singing and leading a procession. A Kalavanta
(musician) with grey moustache is playing an instrument resembling the
Rabab as accompaniment for these female singers. The well-known
scholar Percy Brown published this painting and identified this instru-
mentalist as Tansen. The basis of this identification is not at all
known. The question whether or not Tansen was an instrumentalist
remained asit was and this painting offered no solution. There is
another question attached to this painting and that is that Tansen had
died during the time of Akbar and the painting deposited in Rampur
belongs to the time of Jahangeer (circa 1615-20 A. D.) and Tansen could
not be depicted in it.

In Kishangarh State in Rajasthan many paintings were made in
which Tansen was depicted along with Akbar in the hermitage of
Swami Haridas. This scene is based on the anecdote according to which
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Akbar had visited Swamiji’s hermitage incognito along with Tansen.
These paintings belong to the later half of the 18th century, hence their
authenticity is doubtful. As we will observe below, Tansen’s appearance
has changed during this long interval of time but it does retain the
basic features of the earlier portraits.

Apart from the above paintings, many more have been published
under the name of Tansen. Most of them are not acceptable and hence
they do not deserve to be discussed. Some of them have been discussed
by Dr. Hariharniwas Dwivedi in his work on Tansen; he has also given
some reproductions (see page 107-08).

The well-known art historian Dr. Karl Khandalwala wrote a short
paper on portraits of Tansen, (Lalit Kala quarterly, combined No. 1-2,
New Delhi, 1955-56, page 11-21 and the accompanying reproduction
of paintings). He based this article on the well-known portait of
Tansen deposited in the National Museum, New Delhi. This is the
authentic portrait of the time of Akbar (about 1580 A.D.). It bears
the inscription of Miya Tansen in Devanagari. A copy of this portrait
belonging to the 18th century is deposited in the Prince of Wales
Museum, Bomby. It bears some inscriptions at the back. Khandalwala
could partially decipher this inscription which is in Persian and devana-
gari script. According to Khandalwala’s deciphering Tansen died
because of singing Raga Dipaka. The anecdote connecting Tansen’s
death with the singing of Dipaka Raga is quite well-known.

Some time later Shri Gopi Krishna Kanodia succeeded in decip-
hering the nagari part of this inscription and according to his decipher-
ing Tansen’s complexion became black because of his singing of Raga
Dipaka. This interpretation has also the background of the anecdote
having the same purport. Shri Kanodia made another conjecture that
Tansen might have suffered from disease of old age in which the skin
became black and that anecdote conforming to the fact of getting burnt
might have come into existence subsequently. It is difficult to say
anything on this point for want of evidence.

The above portrait of Akbar’s time cannot be ascribed to a later
period because of style and workmanship. Hence this portrait does
give an idea of Tansen’s personality. He has been presented in an
emotionally surcharged state, he is probably singing (Dhrupad) and
keeping Tal with his hands.

Although about two dozen paintings of Akbar’s Court depicting
musical scenes have been found, there is not a single one that
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includes Tansen. This fact leads to the conjecture that perhaps Tansen
did not normally perform in the general Court of Akbar, he must have
performed in the private circle of the King. Otherwise, why should
the best singer be not depicted in the glamorous atmosphere of the
Court ?

Coming back to the above portrait of Tansen, we observe that his
dress is traditional, dating back to the times preceding Akbar. Some
paintings of the time of Jahangir also depict this dress, but they relate
to only those persons who joined Akbar’s Court from traditional
centres. Thus the painter has also made a hint at the background of
Tansen.

It appears that copies of the above portraits made in the time of
Akbar were available to later painters. Khandalwala has published
two reproductions of later portraits. They are deposted in the Allahabad
Museum and Prince of Wales Museum, Bomay. Shri Khandalwala has
placed these portraits in the 17th century, but they could even be said
to belong to the 18th century and thus the above tradition was alive
until so late as that.

We have referred to the scene depicted in the Kishangarh style
where Tansen and Akbar are depicted in the hermitage of Swami
Haridas. 1In this painting also thc physiogonomy of Tansen resembles
that of the portrait of Akbar’s time, although the influence of Kishan-
garh and the distance of time has brought about some changes.

It is very difficult to say whether these paintings or the inscriptions
that they bear can offer any evidence for or against the conversion of
Tansen to Islam.

It is notable that in 3 out of 4 portraits published by Khandalwala
Tansen has no ear-rings, Only the fourth portrait deposited in the
Bombay Museum shows earorings. We have already said that this
portrait belongs to the 18th century i.e. nearly 150 years after the time
of Tansen. It needs to be mentioned here that all Hindus were depicted
with ear-rings in the paintings of Rajput and Mughal times. The fact
that in the time of Jahangir the King himself and some aristocratic
Muslims were also depicted with earrings, has a different background
and that is that this custom got established when Jahangir got his ears
piecred according to a vow taken at Ajmer and many muslim courtiers
followed him. This custom was given up after the time of Jahangir.
Thus the portraits of Tansen in which ears are not pierced deserve
notice on this account.

2
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DISINTERESTED MASTER OF DHRUPAD :
VENI MADHAV LANDE ALIAS BHAIYA]JI

Vinayak Ramchandra Ratate
(Editor’s Summary)

The tradition of Dhrupad in Varanasi could be surmised to date
back to 200 years. One master of Dhrupad who lived in the Ram
Mandir of Bhonsale State situated in the lane at the back of Sangaveda
Vidyalaya for about 60 years until 40 years ago, was well known not
only in Varanasi but almost in the whole country. His name was Pt.
Veni Madhav Lande Alias Bhaiyaji. He was far away from practical
ways of life, was exceedingly disinterested and immensely self-respectful.
Hence it was but natural that he was forgotten by society after his death.
All the same, one or two persons who had received a little training from
his last days are still alive.

The ancestors of Bhaiyaji had probably migrated from Khandesh.
His father Pt. Vishnu Bua Lande was an excellent performer of the
kirtana of Maharashtra. Veni Madhav Ji had a deep interest in music
since his childhood and he was not interested in Vedic studies. During
that period a great Dhrupad singer of the same neighbourhood had
migrated to Calcutta. Vishwanath Bua while living in Kashi was
a yajman of Pt. Vishwanath Guru Aundekar. He was an accompli-
shed scholar and was known as Vishwanath Bua belonging to the
Burhanpurkar family. He led a life of luxury and itis said that he
had rocked the states like Gwalior and many others by his Dhrupad
singing.

Veni Madhav Ji had made up his mind in his very childhood to
learn Dhrupad from Vishwanath Bua. But his problem was to collect
enough money for reaching Calcutta. In order to achieve his objective
he stole a few pots from the house and sold them. After reaching
Calcutta he expressed to Vishwanath Bua his indomitable wish to learn
Dhrupad. Vishwanath Bua had crossed the age of 50 at that time and
he was fully matured as a musician. He trained Bhaiyaji in the intric-
acies of Dhrupad-Dhamar for 12 years and Bhaiyaji returned to Varanasi
in his 22nd year as an accomplished musician. His problem of earning
a livelihood was solved as he was appointed Pujari in the Ram Mandir
on a salary of Rs. 15/- per-month. Now he was free to continue his
singing which was the love of his life. Practising and teaching music
was his sole avocation. He did not mind singing or teaching even while
performing puja.
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Bhaiyaji taught many students. His first and best known disciple
was Pt. Ramchandra Buva Bhave who also hailed from a family of
Kirtan performers. After receiving training from Bhaiyaji he also went
to Calcutta and learnt from Vishwanath Guru. He had attained
proficiency in several forms in addition to Dhrupad. He could even
perform Viraha, the narrative-cum-recitative-cum-musical form. He
died an untimely death 40 years ago on account of plague. Some old
aristocrats of Calcu tta cherish his memories even today. A son of his
is still alive in Varanasi and an accomplished disciple of his known as
Shri Somanath Behre, who also learnt Tabla from the renowned Kanthe
Maharaj, recently migrated to Nagpur. Behreji has a precious repertoire
of Dhrupad Dhamar, Chaiti, Ghato etc. of this tradition.

Bhaiyaji’s second favourite disciple was Shri Hari Sapre. He also
had a rich repertoire of compositions and was an excellent harmonium
player. He died at a very young age. His third disciple was Shri
Thakurji of Jani Math. Shri Narayan Dixit Khadge was his fourth
pupil; he had a very musical voice and was also trained in Rigveda.
He was patronized by Baldevdas Birla and died at the age of 60, 10
years ago. Some tape recordings of his music ere in the possession of
the Birla family. He had many more pupils like the well known aristo-
crat Shri Devji, Shri Somanath Gankar, the veteran vedic scholar
Mangalji Badal, Shri Govind Kantale and many others. Pt. Vasudeo
Sharma, a devote of his served him in his last days. He also learnt a
few Dhrupad compositions from Bhaiyaji. Pt. Batuk Sharma, the son
of Vasudevji was intiated into Dhrupad in his very childhood, by
Bhaiyaji. He is presently attached to the Tulasi Manasa Mandir. The
last pupil of Bhaiyaji was Shri Dhruvaji who is also attached to the
tradition of Soniji of Gaya.

Pt. Madan Mohan Ji, Pt. Mannuji, Shri Vrindavan Dasji and
Mahant Amarnathiji, are some of the renowned Pakhavaj players
who participated in many all India Music Conference in Calcutta, Gaya,
Bombay etc. The well-known aristocrat Shri Kishori Raman patroni
zed Shri Bhaiyaji for some years. His rich repertoire of compositions
was comprised of songs in various Talas with different points of begin-
ning in the Tala-cycles. He used to organize a big annual festival in
Chaitra, celebrating Rama Janmotsava. All senior musicians used to
feel honoured by participating in this festival. Some of the names are
Vidyadhari, Bari Mana, Bari Ramdasji, Beeruji, Kantheji. It was
a long awaited occasion for all listeners. Thus Bhaiyaji was an excep-
tionally accomplished Dhrupad musician.
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