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[This stuti of the Goddess Yoganidra has been taken here
from the ‘Devi-Mahatmya'—‘Glorification of the Great Goddess’—
edited with translation and annotation by the late Dr. V.S,
Agrawala (who was on the editorial Board of the ‘Purana’ Bulletin),
and published by the All-India Kashiraj Trust in 1963. The
Stuti is composed in a very lucid and fluent style and ‘with
perfect mastery over a language of varied symbolism ffuctuating
between the Vedic and the Puranic styles.’ Its easy language
creates no difficulty for the reader in understanding the sense,
But several of its statements require explanation to bring out their
esoteric meaning. Below are given important extracts f":om

Dr. Agrawala’s annotations on this stuti.]

1.53. waaar far—“The stotra of Brahma (1.53-67) is a
unique exposition of the priuciple of rest (far or wfH), that is, the
Divine creator at rest when all forces have been withdrawn into
his own person. Here a clear statement of the two states, the
manifest and the unmanifest, is clearly formulated and both are
said to be rooted in the same Absolute Divinity. One has to
understand the several epithets given to fqar, sometimes to her
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latent form, at other to her manifest form as cosmos. The stotra.
is comprised of many Vedic and Pur@pic motifs.”

1.54. wgukasr *“Svara generally a vowel sound, alsg:fands
for Vak both in her transcendent and manifest form. The great
Goddess in the Vedas is essentially identified with Vak as in the
arreye gam (RV. 10. 125),

5t gratfeasdt -~ The three sounds o1 + 3 + q which make up
the Omkara and which are the symbols of the cosmic triads, for
example WY, @A, ggfca or the three states of consciousness,
represent the three matras of Pragava. The reference is to the
doctrine in the Mandikya Upanishad.”

1.55. mrefarar —“The half matra of the sound is that which is
eternal and beyond utterance. This is also referred to as srayam,
i. e. without measure, wzgazrai, faar, wgar (Mandikya Up. 12.)”

1,58, maifaar ete.—“These epithets can be understood only
with reference to their Vedic background.  According
to the Veda the creation 1is an emanation from a
transcendent reality called s, #t=gg or &4y which existed alone
in the beginning.........vee From this undifferentiated centre proceeds
the creation as a five-jointed branch. The first portion is Ty
himself. The second is aZ¥g, the third g7, the fourth swzar and
the fifth one g, Of the five ¥ and q<agr ferm ene group
and gd, wegar and gfgEr the second group. The first group is
unmanifest and the second manifest. 3y is the father-principle
and qTXEr the mother principle. &%wy is the source or centre and
g is its extention or Mahima called the Universal...............
These two are the universal parents on the plane of unmanifested
creation. Of the second group g# is the father and gl the
mother, These are also the parents of the visible creation
symbolised as arar-gfaet, At each level of these five there is a
form of the Goddess—because she is power or female counterpart
of the Deva. ‘

In this verse the Salti (power) of a\carzfn; is called qgrf%ra'r
the supreme knowledge.



The second epithet wararar refers to aTAEl or the Universal

in which the creative potentialities are first measured out as Maya
or Mata and then the whole scheme of creativity is determined
as formless manifestation. It is the stage of the Universal, i. e.
an amorphous condition full of great potentiality and dynamism,
but all the energies are darting and conflicting in an irregular
fashion, striving to evolve an order out of a prevailing chaos that
is the form of wgrarar who as representative of the Devas belps
"the cosmic order in the face of the destructive forces over whom
she ultimately triumphs.........

The third epithet warysm refers- to the region of g#, The
principle of Medha is the same as Vijfiana, intelligence or
consciousness as manifested on the plane of qa:f who represents the

universal mind........ce..o

The fourth epithet is #gregfq, the principle of Memory which
is essential for the functioning of Medba. This belongs to the
sphere of JwAT or HeqE,

The fifth epithet is WawMigm, i. e. the power of Delusion,
forgetfulness, error, confusion (bhranti)—all of which are asso-
ciated with gf#El or matter which intercepts light and results in
darkness..ecess

FerRdr wErgd—Here are two epithets applied simultaneously
to the Great Goddess...This is an instance of the many paradoxes
found in the Vedas and the Puranas. The power which is
centrifugal, i. e. flows out from the centre, disintegrates and
disrupts is called Asuric, but that which builds the regﬁlating
force of the centre is Daivi or Divine. In the Universal Both
exist together. Originally there is chaos everywhere, although
there is inexhaustible reserve of energy, but that is manifesting
as destructive fury, being unharnessed, undirected and un-
measured. That is its Asuric form and the Goddess is called
#grEgd But since the Devas exist in the womb or the centre of
the great Asura principle as the dynamic archetypal represen-
tatives of Svaymbhi, they must ultimately assert themselves and
evolve a rhythm in the midst of chaos. This is the principle of the

4 gIg—PURANA [Vol. IX., No. 1

r

[

P

"



t\‘
.
|
|
|
{
|
b
.
)
-

Jani, 19677 1 Fergar Antag-Egi 5

Hgﬁ'?ﬂ' whose form is the essence of all the Devas like a’ towering

~— 33

pillar of fire...... : Y
T 1.59. wrawt, w@gral, o @gafr—o. Ratri represehft‘\s\/—"iﬁé
principle” of Darkness (Tamas) which is the larger substratum of
Light or Creation, Wherever there is light the opposite principle
of ‘darkness also supervenes there. Darkness in the region of
ey is called #grTf, in that of qEAEr it is called MW, and 'in
the region of g!i it is @i,  The principle of Tamas or; dark-
ness in the region of =#g and gfEY is referred to as E{TE'JI'(I‘&"?Light, :
is enveloped in the womb of Darkness. And so much of these
five Pindas or creative modalities is associated with an envelop,
that - is “essential to it as: its finalising principle and is called its
Ratri, and Ratri is the mother or womb which produces the Day:...
The word Ratri literally means the giver or producer from the root
T to give. In-the Rgveda Ratri is spokcen of as  the source into
which the whole cosmos is withdrawn— i fFrafarl’ - (Rv. 1:35.1)¢

way is called Tamas as the undifferentiated source or prime-
val centre of creation which is beyond all measurement and predi-
cation, Its mnext emanation is T9TWEl or the Universal which is
also called Tamas, since on that level the Asuras or the unregu-
lated forces predominate.

Both #&@dy and qgr thus represent the two Ratris or Dark-
nesses called namfar and H‘Tg‘(rf%r. - The third stage is reached in
gﬁ where relative time starts the distinction of day and night. It
is therefore called ®aTA""""

1.62. o q@r—¢... The transcendent is called 9% and
th®immanent world of Matter I or HAI. The One Reality
is split into two, viz. the world of spirit and of Matter; the former
is Parardha and the latter Avarardha. There is the relative
conception of the higher and the lower at several successive levels
each preceding one spoken as the cause of the next to it and
thus a chain of succession of cause and effect is formed. Here
the Great Goddess is conceived of as standing highest in this
chain of causation. She is the transcendent supreme Source from
which all causes, howsoever subtle and basic they be, originate.”



)
3 1.63. §agz—*The existent and the non-existent, the former
rtferrmg to Prana or Spirit and the latter to Bhiuta or Matter..

HerS 1T is stated that the Goddess comprehends both Sat and
Asat and therefore she is rightly spoken of ags sf@enfasr, the All
embracing. As such she is beyond all categories contrasted as
Sat and Asat, and therefore cannot be properly extolled with the

help of word"’.

1.64. faar—“At the time of dissolution Vishpu enters the
“state of sleep, withdrawing all the worlds into his centre of rest.
This implies a suspension of the creative activity of the Time
principle. Here the idea is that it is the Great Goddess who
induces this state of sleep or rest; for Narayana, When the
periodic sleep of Vishnu comes to an end, the- impelling force of
the time prineiple which gives the pendulum its return movement
is also the Great Goddess. It is she who creates the three Gunas
and gives manifest form to Vishpu, Brahma and Siva',

(i)
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THE LEGEND OF THE CHURNING OF THE. OCEAN
IN THE EPICS AND THE PURANAS;
A COMPARATIVE STUDY

By

i V. M. BEDEKAR

| wferg fasd  qgeRearRAe gaaras (=
qega® | AnTEETETeay, NIy agaw aforg
a3 abas Pl asf senerer qaafE ) B g
YEFTERAEl WA A qF  agErse HIEATALT |
e dEwre TR ey
AARAFEIURY AT | SR IHA-
qAEATETEATAE  FATCH AT vefawrty  fawsa
gegaq ) @ frarar:, Far——(1) AT EEL
(it) gy, (1) AGTEEATE SEIE
(iv) sgaAaTq (v) FEARRATT ST qzrat: (vi) AGE,
dyer go@  fasieE g qEEATITR -
Y SIART FEATEATTE JIAF-JAT fqaga x40

| > qaframy feetoat  GuguRARATRATII ardardl: gERe
. Faq | (AaeeaE  Aw FgaHaEdT  a  (AeRaf

e | WA AT gentaad fafweaeag i geard -
froshr = Bdad a9\ Hg WNY EATAL AT 9, Y
cra, g Pzt | fafweereg ffgerd AT
hmammatts: Ak sdaq ) T FrAFEETEIEE:
Fgfag sag 4 ey #@ A aq S5 qeead  Fleaad |
So TATATY WA G OF ST add | A STTEIS T
2707 FE, a1 FreAAIIE IRl JAT Al wgafe | |

The Légend of the churning of the ocean and of entities or
‘jewels’ emerging therefrom appears to be very popular in post-
. Vedic Sanskrit Literature, The legend is not found in Vedic
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\ : Literature.! It is found in the two Epics—the Mahabharata and
"‘fh\e Ramayapa and in the Purana literature. In the present
arfcit, it is proposed to make a comparative study of the legend
as it occurs m the following wozks ‘ ;

(1) The M Mahabharata (Mbh) [The crmcml edition pub-
lished by the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona].

(2) The Ramayana (R) [The Valmiki-Ramayana critical
edition, published by the Oriental Institute, Baroda].
' (3) The Matsya-Puarana (M) [Shri Venkateshwara Press,
Bombay]., » :

(4) The Visnu-Purana (Vi) [Edited and ‘p'ublished by
T. R. Vyasacharya, printed at the Nirnaya Sagar Press,
Bombay, 1914]. ‘ e

(5) The . Brahmanda-Purana (Br.) [Shri Venkateshwara
Press, Bombay].

(6) The Padma-Purana (P) [edited by V. N. Mandalik,
Anandashrama, Poona].

(7) The Srimad-Bhagavatam (Bbag) [published by the
Nirnaya Sagara Press, Bombay].

(8) The Agneya-Mahapurana (A) [Shri Venkateshwara
Press, Bombay].

(9) The Skanda- maha-pluana (SK).  [Shri Venkateshwara
Press, Bombay]

It is found that the legend, as it is told from work to work,
differs in many respects in its several parts. For mstance, there
is no unanimity with regard to the number of entities wilich
emerged from the ocean, or with regard to the sequence in which

1. G. Dumézil seeks to ests iblish despite the silence of the Veda, the
‘existenee of an Indo- European myth of the winning of the drink of
immortality by means of the churning of the ocean. Geldner has
suggested that references tothe legend of the churning of the occan
.arc to be found in the Rgveda V-2-3 and 1.163-3. Regarding the
views of Dumézil and Geldner and their assessment, see A. B. Keith,
‘The Religion and the Philosophy of the Veda’ Vol. 32 (Harward
Oriental Series). Appendix D, pp; 6238-624, "
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they emerged. In order to high-light the differences in the -~
legend as it develops from one part to another, the story i<
divided for the purpose of present study into the following siz
sections : (I) The occasion for the story of (the churning of
the ocean for Amrta) Amrta-manthana (AM). (II) The motive
of the AM, (III) Preparations for the AM. (IV) The churning
of the Ocean for AM. (V) Emergence of Amrta and of other
entities. (VI) Visnu’s intervention in the fight for Amrta, to
the advantage of the gods. This plan of division would, it is
hoped, facilitate the study of the points of similarity and
difference, as the legend develops from one part to another.
Besides, with a view to bringing out the significant points, if any,
during this comparative study, there are inserted in between
within rectangular brackets notes by the present writer.

It will be noticed that in the following sections giving the
development of the legend from one work to another, the Padma
Purana (P) has been referred to twice. It is because the
P gives two different accounts of the legend in two different
places viz. in its Srstikhanda and Uttarakhanda respectively.
These two passages from P are therefore given a separate place
in the following sections. P(Srstikhanda) and P(Uttarkhanda)
are abbreviated to P (S) and P (U) respectively and are referred
to as such in the sequel.

I. THE OCCASION FOR THE STORY OF AM
Mbh. 1.15. 1-4 :

While narrating the story of the two sisters Kadri and
Vinatd as a part of the Astika legend, Siita said to Saunaka :
“The two sisters beheld from near the divine horse Uccaihsravas—
the best of the horses which arose while the Amrta was being
churned out.” Thereupon, Saunaka asked Sita to tell him
how and where the Amrta was churned out during which process
was born the illustrious horse.? Sita then takes this occasion
to tell the story of AM.

2 @ JIgd  IAAAE & 9 @@ Wy
7 97 "gEE: Seaws agrh o
2

—Mbh, 1.15.4;
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R 1.44.8-13 ;1.45.1-6 ;1.46.10°

S -Rama seeing the city of Visala on the bank of the Ganga,
asked Viévamitra to tell him the previous history of that city.®
Visvamitra told Rama that the site where the city of Vidala
stood had been formerly the scene of great austerities practised
by Diti the wife of Marica. As a part of the story as to why
Diti practised austerities, Visvamitra tells Rama the episode of
AM in which the sons of Aditi got the Amrta and killed the
* sans of Diti who grieving over the loss of her sons, practised
penance in order to get a son who would conquer Indra and the
three worlds.

M 249. 1-3

The sages, hearing from Siita about the greatness of
Narayana, asked him to tell them how gods attained immortality.*
Stita begins with saying that it was the two Gods Narayana and
Mahadeva who had helped the gods to attain immortality and
proceeds towards the story of the AM.

Vi. 1. 9,.1-75.

Parasara introduces the story of AM in answer to Maitreya’s
question as to how Visnu came by $i1 or Laksmi. Paradara says :

“Once the Sage Durvasas got a garland of celestial Santa-
naka flowers from a Vidyadhari, and gave it to Indra whom he

() Ay srrﬁmg&rr faﬂrargﬁtrr gﬂq u 10

(Ffrgera:) mreand qq awrw fazneer guaT o 192

ey & ag@@gd w@w  a@T wEE 0 13
¥ b -—R‘.’l. 44,

ATUGET AEEFE /AT ga FAFAT, |

T giawmyeneaa:  gafegegam vl

Fd [T AT (EAAAE (e |

qa|r wHOT AT gETERCHET  JSEr 0 2

qaq Sard—

I7 AYAM G AERTA AR |

TANTI §A90 agrEl @F & ewal n 3
—M, 249,
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happened to see on his way. Indra placed the garland on the head"_i‘

My of his elephant Airavata. The Airavata threw down the garland~
e’ Durvasas, enraged at this insult, cursed Indra to the effecc=4at

the latter would be deprived of his kingdom of the three worlds.
Indra and the gods, thus deprived of their glory went along with
Brahma to Visnu to pray to him for restoring them to their former
splendour”.?

5 dMEMETAAl qfE  ASGIEAAEIYE |
Far 4 famt 37 af@wum afedg o 6
g Tad awrzrragwazra%r fearae |
A g 0 7
JHTAT: @ e ENgrATIETary |
ARIAALTSE  faderaag 0 8
JEATHIIIT FEATA A |
T IS AEEEY Srgar aar b 9
HIAFIFILAASH  TFIFTT  arTm: |
Fower  fET & sias 010
TEOERT WA gEEr  gfa: |
BT A9 g@AIgArE g 1l
gaEr Sara—

e LEeCRIDERINE arae |
ﬁsrzr‘r a9 era zr%'ar wgai ArtwaEtg 0 12

- vee

WET AT AT qEAIfcaTar wEae |
. amwa&ﬁaﬁ e ¥ wlEeat 0 16

e ARl ATOTERRITEEA e |
ST gfar garmwww TRE

: aa ;p;_ra F:rvfm m AT |

n 26
: ﬁfﬁan%iaﬂr FeAtezTaT: A ag: |
5 frarrere qAFATT AT 1 34
4 JATEHART T WG qWE: gUI N
crtraﬁir ﬂtur‘ aa%‘angtraaq n 35

QIYFAT T qaT9 AT AIBAATIZ: |
efrqEeAITT a“rt GEC) Hf%'%ﬁ 74t 11 38

see
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] P (S)5. 4. 1-27

“\_  Bhisma asks Pulastya to tell him about the birth of Kamala
or Laksmi from the milk-ocean. In reply, Pulastya tells the story
of the churning of the ocean. He tells the episode of Durvasas
(cf. Vi-above) in which gods being deprived of their glory and
power by the curse of Durvasas, approached Visnu to pray to him
for restoring them to their former glory. S L

[Note 1 : This part of the story in P. concerning the

Durvasas episode is similar in substance and wording to that in Vi.
For similarity in wording, compare P(S) 5.4.9-26 with Vi. 1. 9.6-75.
The version in P. appears to be a summary of that in Vi.]

P (U) 6. 259. 1-39

Rudra says to Parvati: “I shall tell you about the greatness
of Visnu in his incarnation of the Tortoise.® Then he tells the
episode of the curse of Durvasas. Through the curse, Sri or
Laksmi, the embodiment of splendour and beauty disappeared
from the world. Gods deprived of their glory approached along
with Brahma Lord Visnu to pray to him for 'restoring to them
their glory.

Br. 4. 9. 3147

Indra molested Sanikara—Sankara sent Durvasas to curse
Indra, as a result of which Indra and the gods lost their strength
and glory” and were defeated by the demons in battle. Thereupon,

STer SUAn a9 gelrfedtaE: |
gezg: el faameggRemT: 0 68

s dEIAAEY  MOTACHLEC | .
gaeigiafeg @ fawmg 1 15
—1.975
6 FHH awd faem:  gdemATERY |
dgeatta B3 gvas 3 weaEmEEEr 1 1
qa: SIS o oerass eagqee 1 10
—6.259

. garasawE w6 Gt aftaread
(warg) TadaeaEREAETEaREag |
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gods headed by Brahmadeva approached Vispu for advxce
and help. ,

Bhag. 8. 5. 9-14 . | \/

Suka, while narrating the great ‘achievements - of Hari or
Visnu, says to King Pariksit®: - “Lord Visnu incarnated himself
as Ajita .the son of Vairaja and his wife Sambkhiiti. ' Il this
incarnation as Ajita, the Lord got the ocean churned and sectred
ambrosia for the gods...” The king, thereupon, requests Suka
to narrate in more detail this particular feat of Vispu.  Suka,
in answer, relates the story of AM. ;

A% S
Agni said to Vasistha: “I shall now tell you about Visnu’s

incarnation of the Tortoise.”® Thus is introduced the story of
the churning of the milk-ocean.
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SK., 1.1.8.128t6 1. 1. 9. 1-31

'\q’]:he Sage Lomas$a says to the Sages that he would tell them
how Siva came to drink poison'® and narrates the story which
led to the churning of the ocean for ambrosia. He introduces
the story «as follows :  Brhaspati, the preceptor of the gods, felt
insulted at the insolent behaviour of Indra ahd left Indra. The
gods” were -defeated by the demons. Coﬁsequently, the goddess
Sri, and: the ‘jewels” like Airavata, the elephant and Uccaihs’mvas,
‘the horse fell “into the ocean and left the gods who, thus, were

deprived of their glory. Then the gods headed by Brahma
approached Visnu for advice and help.

[Note o To sum up

Mbh mtloduces the story to explain the birth of the horse
- Uccaihsravas and R. to explain how and why the demons were
defeated. M, Bhag, P(U), A introduce the. story to bring out the
greatness of Visnu, Vi, P(S), Br. introduce the story to explain
the disappearance of Laksmi and her eventual restoration.
SK introduces the story to explam why Siva drank poison. ]
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II, The Motive of the AM
Mph. 1. 15. 5—13 '

- Gods actuated by the object of obtaining 'Amgtq'(ambrosi‘a)',‘
which would mak‘e‘them immortal, got together o_n"moﬁnt"MgrU'

- &

to hold consultations regarding the plan of action that would lead
them to the realization of their aim. While the gods were thinking
and délibemting, God Narayana proposed to the gods ithrbﬁgh
Brahman (Brahmadeva) as follows: “Let the gods and the
demons together churn the ocean. There will appear Amrta when’
the ocean is thus churned." : e

R. 1. 44, 14-16
The great sons of Diti and Aditi thought among themselves:1*

“How shall we be deathless, ageless and without disease 7"

They hit upon the idea of churning the milky ocean and getting
the elixir out of it. '

M. 249. 4-16 « e =l |
Siita proceeds : : : = ‘

‘Sukracarya acquired the Samjivani Vidya (the art of
bringing the dead to life) from Safikara and used it in the battle

12, (33:) qEq gEYIET dgTAr U+ 9
q  weafagureesTeATAT HEtwa: |
qgard  gEmEr  adiEgwefeE 1 10
A AEO EE FEmEAaE |
fovdacg QRead woAae T gaa: u 1l
[WEDA W Faziahn
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3 —Mbh. 1. 15
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sfidaagd e €6 grEm a7 8 u 16
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between the demons and the gods to revive the demons who were
killed. Indra and other gods, seeing that the gods were being
killed by hundreds while the demons, ‘though killed, were being
rve‘vive(‘i, got dejected. Brahma suggesting a remedy said to the
gbds assembled on mount Meru® : “Make friends w1th the demons
Work out the plan of securing Amrta. Churn out the ocean.
Make 'B’ali, the king of the demons, the head or leader for éémé

time.” Thus gods were motivated by the de51re to get Amrta'

which would enable them to meet the challenge of the demons
Vi. 1. 9. 74-81 J
When the gods implored Visnu to strengthen them with his
own power, Visnu said to them : “I shall add to your strengh, if
you do what I shall tell you to do. Churn the milk-ocean along
with the demons. With the ambrosia which will emerge during the
process of churning, you will get not only strength but also
immortality."®
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- P(9)5. 4. 28-33

In response to the appeal of the gods, Vispu asks them to
churn the ocean, in cooperation with the demons and assures

‘them all help,

[Note 3: This part of P. agrees with the corresponding

part of Vi. in wording and substance].

 P(u)6. 259. 40-43
(Rudra continues his narration to Parvati :)

Visnu said' to the gods that it was on account of the
disappearance of Rama or Laksmi that they had lost their vigour
and “strength. Therefore he asked them to churn the milk-ocean
in cooperation with the demons, for getting back Laksmi who
will emerge out of the ocean. He assured them his own help
and disappeared, ! :

Br. 4. 9. 48-54

With a view to restoring the gods back to their power and
glory, Vispu advised them to make truce with the demons and
churn the ocean for ambrosia, in cooperation with them. He
assured them that the ambrosia which would be produced from
the churned ocean would make them strong and immortal.®
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_‘He also said that he would see to it that the demons did not get
the ambrosia in spite of their labours.
o

Bhag. 8. 5-15—8. 6-26

Suka said to the King!®: “The gods, shorn of their strength
and vigour by the curse of Durvisas, were vanquished in battle
by the demons. The gods, thereupon, headed by Brahmadeva
approached Ajita (Visnu) to seek his help in their distress. In
. response to the prayer which Brahma addressed on behalf of the
gods, Hari appeared before them with all his glory. Brahma,
again sang a hymn of praise to him. The Lord then replied :

#Go and conclude a truce with the demons. Set about the task

of producing ambrosia which will bring about immortality. I
shall help you in your churning of the ocean.

TEAATY G geTet AT GYTAd G |
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A. 3.1-5

Agni said :* “The gods were deprived of their vigour and
strength on account of the curse of Durvasas and were defeated
by the demons. They, therefore, approached Visnu for succour.
Visnu advised them to make truce with the demons and churn
the ocean for ambrosia with their cooperation., Visnu also
assured them that he would see that they, not the demons, would
get Amrta.
SK. 1.1.9.32-63

Visnu asked*! Indra to make peace with the demons. Indra,
accordingly, went to Bali the king of the demons and after
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~conciliating him, said : “Our best ‘jewels’ have disappeared into

the ocean. Let us churn the ocean to recover them.” Then Bali

asked Indra as to how to set about churning the ocean. At that
motment, a disembodied voice from the sky exclaimed : “Oh gods
and demons! churn the milk-ocean. It will increase your
strength.” Thereupon the gods and the demons undertook
to churn the ocean, with the object of gaining strength and yigour.
[Note 4 : All texts except P (U) and SK are agreed
" that the motive behind the churning of the ocean is the desire -
to obtain the drink which would confer strength and immortality.
P (U), says that the motive is the desire to get back Laksmi who
bad disappeared, which however, allegorically means the same
thing as Laksmi is the goddess of strength, vigour and glory. SK
adds that the motive is also the desire to recover the ‘jewels’
which had disappeared into the ocean.] '
III. Preparations for the AM
Mbh. 1.16.1-13 : 7
The gods wanted the Mandara mountain to use it as a
churning-stick for churning the ocean. But they could not lift
the Mandara from its place™. They requested Visnu and
22 (wea qdaad) AGEE T A T qF R | )
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Brahman (masculine) to help to lift the mountain for them. . Visnu
and Brahman agreed to their request. They asked Ananta (the
Sega) to lift the Mandara. Ananta lifted the mountain along
with its wood and the occupants of the woods and took it to the '
ocean. The gods accompanied Ananta .to- the ocean and said to
him (the ocean) : “We are going to churn your waters for the
sake of Amrta (ambrosia),” The gods and the demons requested
the lord of the tortoises to allow them to use his back as the
restingplace for the churning-stick of the Mandara mountain.
The tortoise consented® and offered its back for the purpose.
Indra squeezed with an instrumient the point of the Mandara so
as to hold it in place on the back of the tortoise. Making
Mandara a churning-stick and Vasuki a churning—-string, the gods
and the demons began to churn the ocean with the ob_]ect of
attaining Amrta. One end viz. the head of Vasuki, the churnmg-
string, was held by the demons, while gods stood by the side
of the other end which was the tail. :

R.1,44.17

The gods and demons having resolved upon the churning
of the ocean, made a churning-string of Vasuki and a churning-
staff of Mandara mountain. They then proceeded to churn the
ocean.
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M. 249. 17-54
As asked by Brahman, the gods?® approached the king of
the demons and sought his cooperation, The king of the demons ~
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: offered his cooperation most willingly and went with the gods
i : to the Mandara mountain to request him to serve as a churning-
staff. Mandara offered to be the churning-staff, if an npf)ropriate
and adequate base for him to rest upon and an sufficiently long
and strong churning-string to coil round him were made available.
The tortoise and the serpent Sesa came forth to do the respec-
: tive jobs. But Sesa in his arrogance moved the Mandara
mountain so violently that it could not rest on the back of the
tortoise. The Mandara mountain, thus with no base to rest
upon, could not be properly whirled by the gods and the demons
\ for churning the ocean. To rescue themselves from this difficult
situation, the gods and the demons approached Narayanpa and
prayed to him for help. Thereupon, Narayana or Visnu went
with the gods and the demons to the place where the Mandara
mountain stood, coiled round by the coils of Sesa. The gods,
afraid of the venom of the serpent, stood on the side of the
serpent’s tail and the demons headed by Rabu stood on the side
of the serpent’s mouth. Narayana, then, supported with the prop
of his four arms the Mandara mountain which was the churning-
staff and the gods and the demons churned the milky ocean.

Vi. 1. 9. 82—88
The gods in league with the demons exerted themselver for
getting the ambrosia. They brought plants and berbs and threw
, p them into the milk ocean. They made Mandara into a churning
¥ staff and Vasuki into a churning rope and commenced churning
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‘the ocean. -The demons took their position by the side of the
Head of the serpent while the gods posted themselves by ‘the side
of its tail. Visnu assumed the form of the tortorise- and
provided the resting place for the churning staff of the Mandara.
P(s) 5. 4-34--42 -
[Note 5: This part of 'B. agrees w1th the correspondmg

‘part of Vi in substance and a]most in wording.]
’P(u 6. 260.1--4 ‘ At
(Sankara continues his narration to Parvati.).

. The gods and the demons lifted up the Mandara mountain
and immersed it into the ocean. Lord Nardyana assumed the
form of a tortoise and supported the mountain on his back.
‘He also held the peak of the mountain erect by his hand. The
‘gods and the demons wound the serpent king around the Mandara
mountain and began to churn.

Br. 4. 9. 55-57 : |
RoR 47 gods made truce®® with the demons. = They with the
demons collected lots of herbs 'md pla.nts and threw them into the
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milk-ocean. They made a churning staff of the Mandara mountain
and a churning rope of Vasuki, the great serpent. On the advice
of Visnu they stood on the side of the serpent’s tail while the
demons took up their position on the side of the serpent’s head.

Bhag. 8. 6. 27 to 8. 7. 13

Then the gods headed by Mahendra, approached Bali, the
king of the demons, and sought his cooperation for the AM. Bali
agreed and the gods and the demons making friends entered into
an agreement in the task of securing ambrosia. They, then,~
uplifted the Mandara mountain and tried to carry it to the ocean.
But overwhelmed under its weight, they sank on the ground under-
neath. Visnu came to their succour, he placed the Mandara
mountain on the eagle and came to the ocean. The gods invited
Vasuki to serve as the churning rope and wound him around the
churning staff of the Mandra. The gods held the tail and the
demons the mouth of the serpent. When they both pulled and
whirled the mountain, it sank into the water for want of support
from underneath. Again Visnu assumed the form of the Llortoise
for px oviding support to the mountam and saved the situation.®
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4.3.5—56

Agni said : “Visnpu told the gods to make the Mandara
mountain the churning-staff and Vasuki, the serpent the churning-
rope. The gods did as they were told and arrived with the demons
at the milk-ocean.*

SK. 1.1.9.64—89

The gods and the demons went to the Mandara mountain to
request him to be of service to them by serving as the churning-
staff. Mandara said : “I can not move. Lift me up.” The gods and
the demons tried to lift and carry it but could not do so. They
therefore, sought the help of Visnu. Visnu put the mountain on
his Garuda-vehicle and took it to the ocean and puf it into the
waters. The gods and the demons made Vasuki into a churning-
string and began to churn. But the mountain sank under water.
Vispu, however, supported it on his own form of the tortoise.™

[Note 6: The preparations for the churning of the ocean
concern mainly with securing Mandara (the churning-stick),
Kirma (the support for the churning-rod) and the serpent (as the
churning-rope). All texts agree on Mandara, though there are
a few differences regarding the transporting of Mandara. Accord-
ing to Bhag and Sk Vispu brought it to the ocean on the back
of his Garuda; in the Mbh,, it is Ananta who lifted it and
brought to the ocean. Regarding the support for the Mandara,
it is Kiirma, the incarnation of Visnu, according to Vi, Bhag,
P (s), P(u) and Sk. In the Mbh and M it is merely the king
of tortoises-Kiirmaraja (not the incarnation of Visnu); in M,
it is said that the Kirma which appeared to quite beneath gthe
burden was helped by Vispu who propped up the Mandara by
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his hand. Regarding the serpent, all texts except M agree that
it is Vasuki, M says that it is Sesa.]

IV. The Churning of the Ocean for AM

Mbh. 1. 16. 14--32

While the snake Vasuki was being pulled vigorously by
the gods, there issued forth from its mouth repeatedly gases
mixed with smoke and flames.*® These columns of smoke turned
into masses of clouds and rained over the gods who were afflicted
by the toils and torments while churning the ocean. The ocean
which was being churned with the Mandara by the gods and the
demons produced a roaring sound like the thunder of the clouds.®®
while the Mandara mountain was being whirled, big trees rubbing
against one another tumbled down with the birds perching on
them from the mountain-top. Various kinds of exuding gums of
big trees as also many juices of herbs and plants flowed into
the waters of the ocean. On account of the foamy milk like
water mixed with those juices which had the potency of Amrta
and also on account of the liquid extract of gold (mixed with -the
waters), gods attained immortality.®® The milky water of the
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sea got mixed with the quintessential juices and from such
milkly fluid came forth (like clarified butter) reﬁn'ed extracts.
The gods said to Brahman: “Except Narayana, we gods and
demons are extremely tired, we have been churning the ocean
long since; yet Amrta is not produced.” Thereupon Brahman
urged Visnu to grant strength to the gods and others. Visnu
agreed and replied: ©I grant strength to all those who have
been engaged in this work. Let this pitcher (of the ocean) be
agitated, let this churn-staff of Mandara be whirled round by all.”

Hearing the speech of Narayana, they felt strengthened
and all of them together again churned and made the waters
of the ocean exceedingly agitated.”

M. 249. 5568

The gods and demons were tired by this labour of churning.
The gods, who were almost broken, were inspired by Brahman
with encouraging words to continue the churning. While the
mountain with its animals and trees was being whirled round
during churning, the milky waters of the ocean got mixed with
sap of broken trees and plants and with the fat of dead animals,
and the churned mixture gave forth an exhilerating drink (called
Varuni). The gods and the demons drank this drink, and feeling
strong, set themselves again to churning the ocean with added
vigour. ‘ ) gt
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M. 249, 69--82 and 250. 1

For the account in the story contained in this passage, see
above Mbh 1. 16. 18--31. # G 5

[Note 7 : The stanzas in this passage are almost verbatim
the same as those in Mbh 1. 16. 18--31]

[Note 8 : M, it will be noticed, has two versions of the
actual churning of the ocean. According to M 219, 55--68, Varuni
is produced in very initial stage, to invigorate the gods and the
demons. In M 249, 69--82 which follows the above description,.,
the account is the same as that in Mbh. From the agreement of
the second version with the Mbh one can conclude that the
passage M 249.55-68 giving the first version must be interpolated.]

Vi. 1. 9. 89-91

While the gods and the demons holding the churning-rope of
Vasuki, churned the ocean, Visnu assumed two forms ; one of

them joined the gods and helped them in pulling the churing-rope,
r———————-—’l—_——_;—d e T e e
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while the other joined the demons. Visnu increased the strength
and vigour of the serpent king Vasuki and also of the gods.
P(s) 54. 43

Visnu increased the strength of the gods by his power.

[Note 9 : This part of P appears to be an abbreviation of
the corresponding part in Vi. In fact, P 5. 4. 43 (the present verse)
agrees in wording with Vi 1-9-91 cd. to 92 ab.]

+P(u) 6:260.5--9
V While the ocean was being churned for the production of
Laksmi, the great sages fasted, observed religions observances and
recited the hymn to Laksmi (Sristikta).

Br. 4-9-58--64

While churning the oceun, the demons were scorched by the
burning fumes of the serpent’s breath, whereas the gods were, by
Vispu'’s favour, refreshed by gentle winds. Visnu, assuming the form
of the tortorise, supported on his back the whirling Mandara
mountain. Visnu also increased the strength and vigour of the
gods to enable them to withstand the strain of churning,
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Bhag. 8. 7. 14—17

During the churning, the demons, who pulled the churmg-rope
of the serpent from the side of its mouth, were scorched and
burned by the scalding vaporous venom, whereas the gods, who
pulled from the tail, escaped this painful fate through the grace ‘of
Lord Vispu who changed these hot vapours into rain clouds
discharging refreshing showers. The gods and the demons churned
and churned .for a long time, still no ambrosia emerged. Then
Lord Ajita Visnu himself set his victorious hands at the churning.”

A. 3.6—8

Agni continued : “The gods took their position on the side
of the serpent’s tail and began to churn the ocean. Their distress
caused by the scorching breath of the serpent was removed by
Visnu. While the ocean was being churned, the mountain sank
down into water for want of support. Thereupon Visgu assumed

1141

the form of the tortoise and held the mountain erect.

ST TG
While the gods and the demons vigorously churned the
ocean, the hard back of the tortoise and the hard part of the

mountain resting on it rubbed against each other giving rise to
submarine fire.*
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[Note 10 : Mbh, M (one version), Bhag, Br and A agree in
effect, that it was Visnu who put vigour and strength into the gods
and the demons who had been exhausted. According to Vi and
P (s), Vignu assumed two forms and joined the gods and the
demons in his respective form in the work of churning, According
to Br and A, Vispu assumed the form of Kiirma at this stage to
support the Mandara which was about to sink. According to
P (u), as the occean was being churned to get Laksmi, the great
* sages fasted and recited Sristikta, the hymn to Sri.  The Sk notes
the fact that fire was produced by the friction of the back of the
tortoise against the hard bottom of the mountain.] '

Y
Emergence of Amrta and its predecessofs. :

Mbh. 1, 17, 33—37

From the ocean being churned by the gods and demons,
there emerged the following® : (1) The brilliant moon (Soma) of
pleasing splendour ; 2) &ri clad in white ; (3) the divine Surg; (4)
The white horse ; these first four products went over to the gods.
(5) the divine jewel Kaustubha radiating rays, which was worn by
Narayana ; (6) Dhanvantari god in human form helding in his
hand a white bow] which contained (7) Amtra.
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R. 1. 44. 18—24

The following arose from the ocean while it was being
churned, in the order given below* :

(1) Dhanvantari (2) the lively and glorious damsels

(Apsarasal). They were the common belongings of all the gods

and the demons.
Sura was taken over by the gods (Surah).
“denied this Surd were called Asurah.

(3) Sura or Varuni, the daughter of Varuna.
The demons who were
(4) Uccaihéravas, the best

of the horses. (5) Kaustubha, the best jewel. (6) Amrta, the best.
M.

From the ocean, there emerged the following :

(a) 250.2—4

[Note 11 ¢

Mbh, 1.17.33-35 .above]

These stanzas are verbatim

the same as

(1) The brilliant Moon, (Z)Sri ¢lad in white, (3) the divine

Sura (wine), (4) the white horse, (5) the divine jewel Kaustubha.

(b) 250.5 ab

flowers.”

(6) The Parijata tree beautiful with clusters of fullblown
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“(c) 250.5 cd-61

(7) The virulent poison Kalakita. With the rise of this
poison, the air was full of venomous vapours and fumes which
made all creatures, gods and demons—almost unconscious.!®
In that sick condition, the gods and demons led by Brahman and
Visnu approached Safikara "and offered prayers to him with a
hymn of praise. They supplicated to him for saving them from
the horrors of poison. Saunkara complied with their request and
went to the ocean where the poison lay raging in all its fury.
Be drank off the poison which made his throat dark in complexion
setting it off as a beautiful adornment of his fair-complexioned
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person. After the threat of Kalakiita had thus been removed,
the hosts of gods resumed the churning of the ocean.

(d) 251.1-5 ab

While the ocean was being churned again, there emerged

-

the following :

(8) Dhanvantari, the father of Ayurveda, (9) Madira, (In-
toxicating Drink), (10) Amrta (ambrosia), (11) Surabhi (the
Celestial Cow), (12) The Gajendra (Celestial Elephant) which
was taken over by Indra, (13) Chatra (Royal Umbrella) which
was taken over by Varuna, (14) Kundale (The two ear ornaments)
which were taken over by Sacipati (Indra). Sri (Kamala) and
Kaustubha—Nos. 2 and 5 in the list of products—were taken over
by Vispu, while the celestial horse No. 4 and Dhanvantari No. 8
were taken by the Sun. Parijata No. 6 of the products was
taken over by Vayu.’

(e) 251.5 cd-6 ab
[Note 12: These lines are verbatim the same as in

Mbh 1.17. 37]

There emerged Dhauvantari god in human form holding
in his hand a white bowl which contained Amrta.

According to the Mbh version which M verbatim follows
in (a) above and in this (¢), Dhanvantari and Amrta would be
emergents serially Nos. 6 and 7.

[Note 13: The passage fiom M describing the emergent
products from the ocean is divided into five parts from (a) to (e)
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in-order'to: bring out clearly the similarities: and ! dissimilarities
which M shows' in' comparison with' Mbh in' respect of the
number of products and the order in which they were produced.
It appears from a. close scrutiny of these parts that parts (a) and
(e) of M agree verbatim with the Mbh and that from the
criterion of this agreed version of the M and Mbh parts (b), (c)
and (d) are interpolated between (a) and (¢). Passages (b) and
(c) add Parijata and Kalakiita respectively and (c) besides in-
“troduces the praise of &iva. Passage (d) tries to complete the
number of products to the later conventional number 14 ina
haphazard way. The diaskeuast who interpolated this passage(d)
appears to have forgotten that Madira which he has introduced as
product No. 9 is redundant in view of Sura product No. 3 already
given in (a)—as a result of which the total number of products
would be 13 and not 14.]

Vi 1. 9. 92—105
While the milk ocean was being churned, the following
emerged forth® : (i) The Cow named Surabhi, the source whichs
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supplied the offérings of milk products at the sacrifices. (i) Varugi,
the goddess of wine, with eyes rolling in intoxication: (iiiy ‘The*
Parijata tree. (iv) The host of celestial nymphs. (v) The Moow
which was taken over by Sahkara. (vi) Poison which was taken!
over-by the serpents.  (vii-viii) The god Dhanvantari bearing!in
his hand’ a- bowl of ambrosia. (ix) The goddess &1 who! betookt
herself to the chest of Visnu. :

P(s) 5.4 4471

While the ocean was being churned, the following emerged : -

(1) The cow Surabhi, the source which supplied the offerings of
milk-products at the sacrifices. (Havirdhani),. (2) Varupi, the.
goddess of wine, with eyes rolling in intoxication. ~She was
rejected by the gods and accepted by the demons. (3) ParTjata
tree. (4)The host of celestial nymphs, accepted in  common by
the gods and the demons. (5) The moon which was accepted”
by Sankara to adorn his matted hair. (6) The poison, named
Kalakita which was drunk by Saikara' to rescue” tHe gods and
the demons. (7) Dhanvantari hiolding in his hand”(8) o bowl of
ambrosia. (9) The horse: (10) Airavana Eléphant. (11) The: goddess
&:7 or Laksmi. Brahmadeva asked: Vasudeya tos accept her,
and Laksmi went over to Haxi. ‘

[Note 14 : This: passage- from P agrees in® contents and
wording with the corresponding passage. from the- Vi.with the
following differences : (i) The . emergents no.-9- and 10- ie. the
horse and Airdavata do not. appear. in- Vi. where the number of
emergents is 9 and not 11. (i) The- details regarding the
pr%cedure of disposal or assignment of Varuni, Moon, Poison,
and Laksmi vary in the two versions.].

Br. 4.9.65-82 :

The following emerged from the ocean which was being
churned.® (1) The celestial cow Surabhi. ~ (2) The  Goddess
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Varuni (Celestial Liquor) or Sura. The demons did not ‘accept
her, therefore they were called Asura. The gods, on the other
hand, accepted her and were called Swura (3) The great tree
Parijata which filled the surroundings with fragrance. (4) The
hosts of celestial nymphs (5) The moon which was taken over
by Safkara. (6) Poison which was taken over by Nagas or
serpents. (7) The jewel Kaustubha which was taken by Vispu.
(8) A herb called Vijaya which was taken over by Bhairava.
(9) The god Dhanvantari bearing in his hands (10) a bowl of
Amrta or ambrosia. (11) &1 or Laksmi, who went over to
Visnu. (12) Tulasi which was borne by Visnu.

Bhag. 8.7.18 to 8.8.36 [6# stanzas]

From the milk-ocean being churned by the gods and the
demons, with the helping hand of Lord Visnu, there emerged the
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following:®® (1) The virulent poison named Halahala—to escaée
from the dreadful poison, the gods and the people sought refuge
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with-Siva. Pleased by a hymn of praise which was addressed to
him, Siva was moved by compassion. 'He drank: the poison which,
however, left its searing blue mark on his throat—(2) Havirdhan
i.e. the cow:who provided materials for oblations. at .the sacrifice.
The cdw was taken over by the sages. (3) The moon white horse
Uccaihérayas. Bali, the demon king wanted to have it. (4) The
four-tusked elephant “Afravata. () The ruby named Kaustubha
which.was desired by Hari. (6) The Parijata tree which fulfilled

the wishes of its seekers.

Bhag. 8.8.
(7) The celestial nymphs-Apsarasal who entertained ‘the gods of
heaven with their graceful gait and glances. 8) Sri -or Rama or
Laksmi who like lightning illumined ‘the surroundings—she
chose Visnu as her permanent abode-—(9) Varuni, the . goddess of
wine who was taken over by the demons. (10) Dhanvantari the
handsome, resplendent youth who ‘saw the Ayurveda, the science
of health. He was a partial incarnation of Visnu. - (11) A bowl
full of Ambrosia (Amrta) which Dhanvantari ~bore in' his hands.
The demons covetously ‘snatched -away the bowl of .ambrosia to
the consternation of the:gads.
A, 8.8-11

(Agni said:) The Hollowing emerged=out :of :the ocean.”
(1) The poison named Halahata. It was gulped by ,S,ahkam down
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his throat which, in consequence, became blue. (2) Varuni, the
goddess of wine (3) Parijata (4) Kaustubha (3) The cows (6)
The celestial nymphs (7) The Goddess Laksmi who went over to
Visnu.  (8) Dhanvantari, the incarnation of Visnu who promul-
gated the Ayur‘vedn, holding in his hand (9) a bowl of Amrta
or ambrosia.

P(w) 6. 260. 10—52

[ Sankara continues his narmtxon ]

v ‘While the ocean was being churned, the following cmerged52 ¥
(1) The Poison named Kalakita. Sankara said to Parvati:
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“When the gods were frightened at the virulent poison, I assured
them that I would drink it up. I recited the three names of
Vispu (and drank up the poison and assimilated it into my
digestion.” (2) The great evil, inauspicious deity who had put
on red garment and garland. She was the darling of Kali. -{3)
Varuni, the goddess of wine who was taken over by Ananta the
king of the Nagas. (4) A woman adorned with all ornaments ;
She was the wife of Vainteya. (3) The hosts of celestial nymphs
(6-7-8-9-10) Airavata, the clephant, Uccaihsravas, the horse,
Dhanvantari, Parijata and Surabhi—all these were taken over
by Indra. (11) Maha Laksmi called also Narayapl who had
her abode in the heart of Narayana. (12) The coolrayed moon
who became the lord of the constellations. (13) Soma or Amrta
(ambrosia). (14) The holy Tulasi who became the wife of Hari.

[Note 15: The thirteenth product is here called Soma
which appears to have been equated with Amrta. For, in verse
68 of this passage, the Tulast plant is said as emanating: from or
after Amrta (ambrosia) the preceding product.”® Amsta is also
called Soma in Mahabharata passage a number of times.** The

qarscaQoy  fRear RgAA AEISE: |
sx  wodadEn  Gmgaiiagsa: 137
Yqaqeadl W9 SddEeAar @ |
gaFare e gt gaEEegE 138
THTY AT qedEl g SiaHTTa |
JeaEr  ARaEdl: gAAEead g |

~gEgErt AgRAl adwmEarg 1—41&46
A STEE ATEUgAEA |
47
AL AR TIRAIETR |
gaTAI@ATy qWl Arguiar  garEe 151
FaAefargerl & e |

el ST g oAt gal A 152
—-6. 260
53, wgargfeaar A gaw wwar gar 16.260.63
54, Mbh. 1.30.7, 8, 13,18, 19, :
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verse in the above passage of P containing the word Soma occurs
between verses which refer explicitly to the moon. By this
juxtaposition, - the author may be ingeniously hinting at the
classical meaning of Soma i.e. the moon having rays which are
as satisflying as Sudha or Amrta.]

S K. 1.1.9. 97-113 to 1.1.10. 1-87 to 1.1.11. 1-79 to 1.1.12. 1-3

While the gods and the demons churned the ocean, the
following products emerged : (1) The poison Halahala. It was.
drunk by Siva. While he drunk the poison, he exhorted the gods
to give due respect to Genesa. (2) The moon. The gods asked
Garga who was expert in astrology about the power of the moon.
Garga told them that the moon was powerful and would lead them
to success, (3) celestial cow Surabhi along with other cows.
All these cows were given to the sages by the gods and the demons.
(4-3-6) the celestial trees Parijata, Ciita (Mango tree), and Santa-
naka. (7) The best jewel named Kaustubha (8) The best of the
horses Uccaibsravas (9) The elephant Airavata with other elephants
(10) Madira wine (11-12-13-14-15) Plants named Vijaya Bh_mgf,
Lasunagrnjana, Dhattfira, and Pugkara. (16) Laksmi who went
over to Visnu or Narayana (17) The youth Dhanvantari the best
of physicians who conquered death (18) The bowl of Amrta or
ambrosia which Dhanvantari carried in his hands.5®

s siaFgATTe elwERw gargaq 0 97
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frtar g amngamr Frfagd |
eI SEweaT dgar Akl o 40-43
& wpaear mlbn gagd-
Hgreatm quH? ¥ 1 48
ALAATATRET  qENIgaas Qg |
FeqgE: qM(CATas Fas Garaweqar 0 49-30

—1-1.9
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[Note 16 : At ‘the end -of this section, there is atfached 4
tabular Statement of entitiés which are said to have emerged out
of the ocean according teo 'resp’ecti-ve works. It'is hoped that the
table will help to show in oné glance  the pumber ‘and the ‘com-
parative position of entities according to each work.

A close look at {he table reveals some iftéreSting similarities.
The Mbh, R, and M show similarities in the matter of the emer-
.gence of entities. and their sequence : Entities. 1'to 5 in M agree
Wwith entities 1 to 5 in Mbh ; 3, 4, 5 of Mbh agree with 3, 4, 5 of
R. Again entities 1 to 6 under Vi, P (s) and Brare identical "and
agree in making Surabhi the first emergent entity ; soralso entiti€s
1 to 8 in Vi agree with -entities 1 to 8 in P (s). On adcount :of
these similatities, Mbh, R:drid M may be said to fall in one kind-
red group and Vi, P (s) and Br fall into another. These striking
similarities may, perhaps, point to a probability that each group
had its own respective common source or tradition from which it
took over the account of this legend.. The rest of  the texts i. el
Bhag, A, P (U) and SK agree in making Kalakuta the poison as
the first emergent entity. A reference from the Vayu-Purapa r(ya)f
(Anandashrama edition) may be mentioned -in this context .

~
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The Va refers to the story of the churning of the -ocedn in
two different contexts. In one passage® (54.49) which is devoted
to the panegyric of Siva, it is said that the first 'prod-uc‘h
to emerge out-of the ocean was the poison. Siva drunk the virulent
poison as a result of which his thicat became blue -and he was
called Nilakangha. There is no reference to - other . products”‘of
the ooean in this passage. In therother passage®:(92.9-10) which
purports. to narrate the birth of Dhaunvantari it issaid that tle
first ‘of all the products which emerged out of the ocean was
Dhanvantari. It may be recalled that the R also mentions
Dhanvantari as the first emergent entity. :

Ten texts excluding Va, are chosen for study in this article.
The maximum number of times an entity can occur is, therefore,
ten. The entities Dhanvantari, Amrta® and Sura occur in all the
texts 1 e. 10 times-each; ST occurs 9 times; Pﬁrijéta; Surabhi 'zmd‘
Kalakiita occur 8 times each. Soma, Uccaibéravas, Kaustabha
and A:psa.ﬂrasah each of these occurs 7 times, and Airdvata occurs
five times. These twelve entitics appear to be more important ;
The rést of the eutities in the table seem unimportant, their
mention .being made according to the predilection of that (respec-
tive) particuldr text e

Tt would be interesting to see how these entities-are fi/ispésé'd
of by the respective texts : (1) Soma was taken over by the gods
(Mbh), by Sankara (Vi, P (s) and Br.) (2) Sri went over to the "goéls

56, WEAASEY 08 EIRR GREW: |
A 7% ggfead afelad  S@E@gTd 04

o ud Fs fad i} Arawsadl @gq 194
‘ - ty ‘wuVg-54
57, oY WIS ARG 7 faem
g dym egRr weEEsE I 09
S wEAgE  wdaA A
0 100 e
~=Va-92

58. This -statement is based on the interpretation of Soma as Amrta,
the 13th entity emerging out of the ocean according to P (u), see
above [Note] under P (u). AT
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(Mbh) to Vispu (all the rest of the texts). (3) Sura was taken over
by gods (Mbh, R, Br)® by Ananta, the Naga King (P(u)) and by
demons '(P(s)). (4) The horse Uccaihsravas was taken by gods (Mbh),
by Sun (M). (5) Kaustubha was taken over by Narayana (Mbh,
M, Br, Bhag), (6) Dhanvantari was a partial incarnation of Visnu
(Bhag) ; he was taken over by Indra (P (u)). (7) Surabhi was
taken over by Indra (P(u). (8) Poison (Visa) was taken over by
the Nagas (Vi, Br, P)), by Siva (M, Bhag, P (s), A, SK). (9)

.Airavata was taken over by Indra (P(u), M). (10) Parijata was

taken over by Indra (P(u), M), by Vayu (M). (11) Apsarasah were
taken over in common by the gods and the demons, (12) Amrta
was given to gods.]

ENTITIES WHBICH EMERGED OUT OF THE OCEAN:

Their number and sequence as found in the Epics and the Puranas

Entitics Mbh R M Vi P(s) Br Bhag A P(u) Sk -

| 1 Soma 1 1 5 5 S 12020
2 &1 2 RS R L Sty e B |
3 Sura or S - RO TS e i D o) 2 =S
Madira &9 10
4 Uccaihéravas 4 4 4 9 3 70518
5 Kaustubha GG AT 55 4 7
6 Dhanvantari el L i A T R
7 Amrta 7 Gk 8 8§ 10 11 9 13 ;8
8 Apsarasah Z 4 4 4 /0645
9 Parijata 6.3  FoRdc BWRNE 4
10 Kalakiita O S L T A

accepted Surid were called Sura and those who rejected Sura were
called Asura,
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11 Surabhi i 0 R et S Sty (< g [ 2
12 Airavata 12 10 4 6 9
13 Chatra 1% |

14 Kundale 14

15 Vijaya 8 11
16 Tulasi 12 14

17 Kalipriya | 2

18 Vainateya-bharya 4

19 Cita , | 7 | | 5
z0 Szmt?maka. : 6
21 Bhyfigi | N 12
22 Lasuna ‘ 13
23 Dhatttira : 14
24 Puskara 115

N. B.—The figure opposite the entity in the column under
each work indicates the place of that eatity in the sequence in
which the entities arose according to that particular work, e. g.,
the figure 10 opposite serial No. 7 Amrta in the column under M
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