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Tributes

(Compiled from Facebook)

The moment Hindus accepted Hindu-As-A-Religion labeled as Hindu-ism
at par with Christianity and Islam, we created a Trojan Horse that would
eat away the indigenous culture and civilization of the land. In that lapse of
wisdom we failed to see that what masquerades as "Religion" are hidden
agenda of political imperialism. And not only it has little to do with
Dharma as it's many a times loosely translated to, all the empirical
evidence suggests that religion has come to signify Adharma in our times.
It is sad that no less than Swami Vivekananda further glorified and
sanctified Hinduism as a religion at the 1893 Parliament of World Religions
at Chicago in his famous speech. Gandhi was hardly a scholar on Indic
tradition even though with his wide influence, his mutilation of Hindu
culture and ethos is no less damaging. As [ have shared before, I am not
sitting in judgement on why he did that. But as Russia has moved beyond
Lenin's legacy or China has done with Mao Tse-sung, Hindus need to move
beyond the likes of Swami Vivekananda and Gandhi. We must pay them
due regards for their valiant contributions but move ahead we must. In this
light, I would also like to pay my heartfelt condolences to the bereaved
family and followers of Ravindra Sharma Guruji who died yesterday. His
contributions to awaken us to the rich and vibrant indigenous culture and
civilization of Bharat towers over all these predecessors. He was the leading
seer-scientist of our times. It is his inspiration and vision that I carry.

-- Chandra Vikash (Facebook) (April, 30, 2018)

Adilabad will no more be the same, with the passing away of Guruji
Ravindra Sharma today! He and his Kalashram were the hubs of intense
learning and knowledge sharing about the saundarya drishti, which can be
roughly summarized as the deeply meaningful, humane and sensitive;
creative and aesthetic; embedded in the traditional rural life of India.
Listening and talking to him were always a stunning revelation!

-- Sumanspati (Facebook) (April 29, 2018)

Deeply pained to know about the demise of doyen of rejuvenation of
traditional Indian crafts Kalaratna Ravindra Sharma Guruji of Adilabad. I
wasn't fortunate enough to have met him in spite of my wanting, but had
always great respect.
ICCR joins me in paying Sharaddhanjali.

-- Dr. Vinay Sahasrabuddhe (Facebook) (April 30, 2018)
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— Gopal Singh (Facebook) (April 29, 2018)
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-- K. N. Govindacharya (Facebook) (April 29, 2018)




[ met him long back, when I was starting out on my searches. 1995. A brief
meeting, but the fragrance has stayed on. 1 have been meaning to go the
Kala Ashram, Soon. A repositary of the wisdom on India. Guruji - Ravindra
Sharmaji (via Sunny Narang) If there is one man in India , whose
understanding of Sanatan Dharma , the Samskaras , the knowledge of
living artisan and production traditions of tribal and rural jatis is second to
none , it is Guruji - Ravindra Sharmaji. From a Punjabi family which after
1947 shifted to Adilabad in Telangana , he drowned himself among the
complex community systems of Adilabad , from pottery to metal-casting ,
from local astrological to ritual traditions. Guruji is a living repository of
how traditional India , really worked. I have met him a couple of times
since 1992. Kala Ashram was founded in 1979 by 'Guruji' as a melting pot
of culture, heritage, India's rural social-economics, art, science and anything
that is associated with India and the way of life that was naturally led by
people here. The Kala Ashram has been founded on the four principles or
four pillars of Purushartha , that is Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha
(Principles of Life, Economics, Aesthetics and Liberation). Here research is
being continuously being done to understand and implement the way of
life led by people in India vis-a-vis economics, philosophy, culture, heritage
and science. The Indian village was a self reliant unit where every
individual was living prosperously. The effort here is to understand how
the people in the villages used to lead a life of self reliance and honour.
The secret according to Shri Ravindra Sharma lies in the 49 Hindu
Samskaras (Sacraments). These unique processes which were part of life
played a very key role in the way of life. He was given the Ugadi
Puraskaram last year by Telangana Government for his lifelong efforts by
Chief Minister K. Chandrashekhar Rao . Guruji was given the award for his
efforts in the establishment of Kala Ashram, which now serves as a hub of
knowledge associated with rural life obtained in the past. People from
different trades and calling come to the ashram from all parts of the
country to learn about rural technologies among other things.

-- Aparna Krishnan (Facebook) (April, 2018)
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—— Faiz Khan (Facebook) (April 30, 2018)
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