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"The People of Kashmir Have Reclaimed Their Space and Spirit": Manoj Sinha

Launch of the Book ‘Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir: A Pictorial Journey'
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August 5, June 6 will be remembered as ‘physical and
emotional unification’ of J-K with India: Sinha

New Delhi, Jun 16 (PTI) Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir Manoj Sinha on Monday
said that two dates June 6, 2025, and August 5, 2019, will hold historical significance in the
region’s integration with the rest of India, marking it as “physical and emotional unification”.

Speaking at the launch of photojournalist Ashish Sharma's new coffee table book, Reimagining
Jammu and Kashmir: A Pictorial Journey, Sinha said the two dates would play a pivotal role in
restoring an “unbroken flow of life” to the Union Territory, which had remained “stagnant for
the past seven decades.” Addressing a packed hall at Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts
(IGNCA), Sinha drew a parallel between the abrogation of Article 370 on August 5, 2019, and the
completion of the Kashmir-to-Kanyakumari railway link on June 6, 2025.

“August 5 will always be remembered as the day Jammu and Kashmir were fully integrated
constitutionally. Likewise, June 6 will be remembered for the physical unification — when the
last link in the Kashmir-Kanyakumari railway corridor was completed,” he said.

On June 6, Prime Minister Narendra Modi unfurled the national tricolour on the Chenab
Bridge, the world's highest railway arch bridge, connecting the northernmost stretch of India’s
national railway network.

He also shared the update on X and said, “Delighted to launch ‘Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir'
a coffee table book by Photojournalist Ashish Sharma. Under leadership of Hon'ble PM Sh
Narendra Modi Ji, J&K has regained its identity of ‘Paradise’ post 2019 & Ashish’s watchful
photographic journey captures that transformation.” The LG, in his address, highlighted the
efforts made by the J-K administration, under the guidance of Prime Minister Modi, to build
not “temporary” but a lasting peace in the Union Territory.

He emphasised that his guiding principle, which he has also communicated to the security
forces in the Valley, is “Begunah ko chedna nahi, aur gunheghar ko chodna nahi” (the innocent
should not be harassed, and the guilty should not be spared).

“Our mission and vision should be the same, centred around the common man... and if we
follow this principle, the common man will also stand with us,” he explained.

‘While acknowledging that Pakistan continues to engage in nefarious activities, including the
Pahalgam attack on April 22, Sinha stressed that separatism, stone-pelting, and shutdowns
have become things of the past in the Valley.

Sinha claimed that the number of locally recruited terrorists has dropped to its lowest ever at
just eight.

“Only eight local terrorists are currently active in J-K. Yes, Pakistan has been sending
infiltrators from outside, which led to incidents like the Pahalgham attack,” he added.

On the occasion, Sinha also lauded the efforts of Ashish Sharma behind the coffee table book,
which he noted remarkably showcases J-K's extraordinary journey and unprecedented growth
across all sectors.

“Books are documents of the time, especially coffee table books present progress through
captivating photographs. We can see J-K is on the move through Ashish's camera,” he
concluded.

He asserted that J-K's industries, start-ups and agriculture sectors have witnessed “rapid
growth’ over the five successive years.

“Youth are fulfilling their dreams through entrepreneurship & around one million availed
opportunity of self-employment within 4 yrs & it has been ensured that no section of society is
left behind,” he added in his post.

Former union minister Meenakshi Lekhi and IGNCA president Ram Bahadur Rai were among
the eminent personalities present at the book launch.
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Jammu & Kashmir's Historic Milestones:
Unifying the Region

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha emphasizes the historic significance of June 6,
2025, and Auguslt 5, 2019, in integrating Jammu and Kashmir with India. During the
launch of a new hook, he discusses the region's journey towards peace, progress, and

its decreasing separatist activilies.

he Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, Manoj Sinha, marked two

pivotal dates, June 6, 2025, and August 5, 2019, as historically significant

for the region's integration with India. Speaking at a book launch, he
called these dates milestones in Jammu and Kashmir's ‘physical and emotional

unification’'.

During the event at the Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts, Sinha lauded
efforts leading to the current peaceful state of the area. He compared the 2019
abrogation of Article 370 to the forthcoming completion of the Kashmir-
Kanyakumari railway link in 2025, highlighting the transformative impact on the

Union Territory.
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August 5, June 6 will always be
remembered in J&K’s history: LG

Web Editor
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Jammu: Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, Manoj Sinha, said that August 5 and June & will
always be remembered as historic days in J&K's journey — one marking complete integration and the

other symbolizing a physical and emotional connection from Kashmir to Kanyakumari.

He made these remarks while launching the coffee table book “Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir” by
renowned photojournalist Ashish Sharma, at an event held at the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA) in New Delhi.

“The abrogation of Article 370 on August 5, 2019 laid the foundation for a new, united, and progressive
Jammu and Kashmir, ending decades of isolation and discrimination,” the Lieutenant Governor said. “And
on June 6, 2025, the region was physically connected with the rest of the country — from Kashmir to

Kanyakumari — symbolizing national integration in its truest sense.”

The Lieutenant Governor commended Ashish Sharma for documenting this transformation through
powerful visuals and narratives that reflect the unprecedented progress across sectors in Jammu and

Kashmir.

“Under the leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi, J&K has truly regained its identity as
the ‘Paradise on Earth’. This coffee table book is not just a collection of photographs — it's a visual

testimony of peace, development, and people-first governance;” Sinha added.

Highlighting his administration’s efforts post-2019, the LG said the government has worked on the core
pillars of Peace, Progress, Prosperity, and People First, ensuring that development reaches the last mile.
“Our youth are embracing entrepreneurship, nearly one million have benefitted from self-employment

initiatives in just four years,” he noted.

He also spoke about the revival of the nightlife in the Kashmir valley, the rejuvenation of lakes and rivers,
booming sectors like agriculture and startups, and the inclusive urban transformation of cities with a

focus on sustainability and quality living.

Calling out divisive voices, the LG cautioned against attempts to derail peace and progress. “Some are
spreading fear and misinformation for political gains. Let them do politics, but not at the cost of national

unity and integrity,” he asserted.

The event was attended by prominent dignitaries including former Union Minister Meenakshi Lekhi,
IGNCA President Ram Bahadur Rai, Member Secretary Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi, and Director of Kala

Nidhi Prof. Ramesh C. Gaur, along with civil society members and journalists.

The coffee table book Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir is being seen as a visual chronicle of change — from

conflict to confidence, from isolation to integration.
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LG launches Ashish Sharma’s coffee table book
‘Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir’

By Daily Excelsior - Juns 17, 2025

SRINAGAR, June 16: Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha today launched the ‘Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir’,
a coffee table book by Photojournalist Ashish Sharma, at New Delhi.

In his address, the Lieutenant Governor commended the Photojournalist Ashish Sharma for factually
presenting the continuous changes taking place in Jammu and Kashmir and development in various
sectors since abrogation of Article 370 in August 2019.

“Under leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi J&K has regained its identity of ‘Paradise’ post 2019
and Ashish Sharma's watchful photographic journey captures that transformation,” LG said.

In the history of J&K, 5 August and 6 June will always be remembered. While abrogation of Article 370 on 5
August 2019 paved the way for J&K's complete integration. & June physically connected Kashmir to
Kanyakumari and its citizens’ aspirations with national mainstream.

“This coffee table book is an attempt to present before the nation the transformation that has taken place
in Jammu and Kashmir in the last five years,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor, in his address, highlighted the efforts made by the J&K Administration, under
the guidance of the Prime Minister, to build a Jammu and Kashmir, which is free from all kinds of
discrimination, fear and insecurity.

“My message from day one was very clear - we do not believe in buying peace but want to establish peace.
| had given another vision to the security agencies - do not harass the innocent, do not spare the guilty.”
LG said.

“The administration has been successful to a large extent in realising the vision of 4 Ps - Peace, Progress,
Prosperity and People First. Our infrastructure has transformed at an unprecedented pace and economy i
showing impressive growth,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor reiterated that the administration, while transforming urban landscape and
developing our cities, has paid special attention to facilities, sustainability and quality living for the
common citizens.

“Nightlife for any city is not just a clock but a symbol of the liveliness and the cities of Kashmir valley have
regained their vibrancy now. Jammu and Kashmir's relationship with lakes and rivers has been revived
after decades,” he added.

“Our industry, Startups and Agriculture sectors witnessed rapid growth over 5 successive years. Youth are
fulfilling their dreams through entrepreneurship and around one million availed the opportunity of self-
employment within 4 years and it has been ensured that no section of society is left behind,” he further
said.

The Lieutenant Governor also lauded the significant efforts behind the coffee table book, which
remarkably showcases |&K's extraordinary journey and unprecedented growth across all sectors.

The Lieutenant Governor also cautioned the people against the fear mongers who are making misleading
statements, without any substance, and threatening the peace.

“People should do their politics but not at the cost of unity and integrity of our great nation,” the
Lieutenant Governor said.

Meenakshi Lekhi, former Union Minister of State; Ram Bahadur Rai, President IGNCA: Dr Sachchidanand
Joshi, Member Secretary, IGNCA; Prof. Ramesh C. Gaur, Director & Head, Kala Nidhi, IGNCA and prominent
citizens from all walks of life were present.
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Under PM'’s leadership J&
regained identity of ‘Paradise”:
Manoj Sinha

Srinagar, Jun 16: Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha Monday launched the ‘Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir’ a
coffee table book by Photojournalist Ashish Sharma, at New Delhi.

In his address, the Lieutenant Governor commended the Photojournalist Ashish Sharma for factually
presenting the continuous changes taking place in Jammu and Kashmir and development in various sectors
since abrogation of Article 370 in August 2019.

“Under leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi J&K has regained its identity of ‘Paradise’ post 2019 and
Ashish Sharma’s watchful photographic journey captures that transformation.

In the history of J&K, 5 August and 6 June will always be remembered. While abrogation of Article 370 on 5
August 2019 paved the way for J&K's complete integration, 6 June physically conmected Kashmir to
Kanyakumari and its citizens’ aspirations with national mainstream.

This coffee table book is an attempt to present before the nation the transformation that has taken place in
Jammu and Kashmir in the last five years,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor, in his address, highlighted the efforts made by the J&K Administration, under the
guidance of the Hon'ble Prime Minister, to build a Jammu and Kashmir, which is free from all kinds of
discrimination, fear and insecurity.

“My message from day one was very clear — we do not believe in buying peace but want to establish peace. |
had given another vision to the security agencies — do not harass the innocent, do not spare the guilty.

The administration has been successful to a large extent in realising the vision of 4 Ps — Peace, Progress,
Prosperity and People First. Our infrastructure has transformed at an unprecedented pace and economy is
showing impressive growth,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor reiterated that the administration, while transforming urban landscape and
developing our cities, has paid special attention to facilities, sustainability and quality living for the common
citizens.

“Nightlife for any city is not just a clock but a symbol of the liveliness and the cities of Kashmir valley have
regained their vibrancy now. Jammu and Kashmir’s relationship with lakes and rivers has been revived after
decades.

Our industry, Startups and Agriculture sectors witnessed rapid growth over 5 successive years. Youth are
fulfilling their dreams through entrepreneurship and around one million availed the opportunity of self-
employment within 4 years and it has been ensured that no section of society is left behind,” he further said.
The Lieutenant Governor also lauded the significant efforts behind the coffee table book, which remarkably
showcases J&K's extraordinary journey and unprecedented growth across all sectors.

Books are documents of time, especially coffee table books present progress through captivating

photographs. We can see J&K is on the move through Ashish’s Camera, he said.

The Lieutenant Governor also cautioned the people against the fear mongers who are making misleading
statements, without any substance, and threatening the peace.

“People should do their politics but not at the cost of unity and integrity of our great nation,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

Meenakshi Lekhi, former Union Minister of State; Ram Bahadur Rai. President IGNCA; Dr Sachchidanand
Joshi, Member Secretary, IGNCA; Prof. Ramesh C. Gaur, Director & Head, Kala Nidhi, IGNCA and prominent

citizens from all walks of life were present.
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Admin successful in realising vision of 4
Ps: Sinha

- We don't believe in buying peace but want to establish peace.
- August 5 & June 6 will always be remembered In J&K history

* Launches Ashish'’s Coffee Table Book '‘Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir' in
Deihi

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on Monday launched the 'Reimagining Jammu &
Kashmir', a coffee table book by Photojournalist Ashish Sharma, at New Delhi.

In his address, Sinha commended the photojournalist Ashish Sharma for factually
presenting the continuous changes taking place in Jammu and Kashmir and development in
various sectors since abrogation of Article 370 in August 2019.

“Under leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi J&K has regained its identity of
'Paradise’ post 2019 and Ashish Sharma’s watchful photographic journey captures that
transformation. In the history of J&K, 5 August and 6 June will always be remembered.
‘While abrogation of Article 370 on 5 August 2019 paved the way for J&K's complete
integration, 6 June physically connected Kashmir to Kanyakumari and its citizens’
aspirations with national mainstream,” he said.

This coffee table book, he said, is an attempt to present before the nation the
transformation that has taken place in Jammu and Kashmir in the last five years.

Sinha highlighted the efforts made by the J&K Administration, under the guidance of the
Prime Minister, to build a Jammu and Kashmir, which is free from all kinds of
discrimination, fear and insecurity.

“My message from day one was very clear — we do not believe in buying peace but want to
establish peace. I had given another vision to the security agencies — do not harass the
innocent, do not spare the guilty. The administration has been successful to a large extent in
realising the vision of 4 Ps — Peace, Progress, Prosperity and People First. Our
infrastructure has transformed at an unprecedented pace and the economy is showing
impressive growth,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor reiterated that the administration, while transforming urban
landscape and developing our cities, has paid special attention to facilities, sustainability
and quality living for the common citizens.

“Nightlife for any city is not just a clock but a symbol of the liveliness and the cities of
Kashmir valley have regained their vibraney now. Jammu and Kashmir's relationship with
lakes and rivers has been revived after decades. Our industry, Startups and Agriculture
sectors witnessed rapid growth over 5 successive years. Youth are fulfilling their dreams

through entrepreneurship and around one million availed the opportunity of self-

employment within 4 years and it has been ensured that no section of society is left behind,”
he further said.

Sinha lauded significant efforts behind the coffee table book, which remarkably showcases
J&K's extraordinary journey and unprecedented growth across all sectors.

Books are documents of time, especially coffee table books present progress through
captivating photographs. We can see J&K is on the move through Ashish's Camera, he said.
Sinha also cautioned people against the fear mongers who are making misleading
statements, without any substance, and threatening the peace.

“People should do their politics but not at the cost of unity and integrity of our great
nation,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

Ms. Meenakshi Lekhi, former Union Minister of State; Ram Bahadur Rai, President IGNCA;
Dr Sachchidanand Joshi, Member Secretary, IGNCA; Prof. Ramesh C. Gaur, Director &
Head, Kala Nidhi, IGNCA and prominent citizens from all walks of life were present.
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The People Of Kashmir Have Reclaimed Their
Space And Spirit: Manoj Sinha

ICA launched Ashish Sharma'’s photo book Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir: A P
ent featured LG Manoj Sinha a i, highlighting J&K's transt
CA's Darshanam-| Hall

Journay’ in New Delhi
since Article 370's

nakas

tion. The exhibition runs until June 25 at

The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), under the aegis of the Ministry of Culture, Government of

India, hosted a book launch and photo exhibition titled ‘Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir: A Pictorial Journey’ by

noted photojournalist Ashish Sharma, published by Bloomsbury.

Organised by the Kala Nidhi Division of IGNCA, the event took place on 16th June 2025 at Samvet Auditorium,
IGNCA, New Delhi, and brought together esteemed dignitaries, scholars, and cultural practitioners in celebration of

the visual narrative and evolving identity of Jammu & Kashmir.

The event was graced by Jammu Kashmir LG Manoj Sinha, as the Chief Guest, and Meenakshi Lekhi, former
Minister of State for Culture and External Affairs, as Guest of Honour. Ram Bahadur Rai, President, IGNCA Trust,
chaired the session, while the opening address was delivered by Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi, Member Secretary,
IGNCA. The welcome and introduction was presented by Prof. (Dr.) Ramesh C. Gaur, Director and Head, Kala Nidhi
Division, IGNCA. The accompanying photo exhibition remains on display from 16th to 26th June 2025 at
Darshanam~—I Exhibition Hall, IGNCA.

In his address, Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, emphasized two historic dates 5th
August 2019 and 6th June 2025; as defining moments in the region’s integration and transformation. The former,
marking the abrogation of Article 370, and the latter, the day a train from Kanyakumari to Kashmir was flagged off
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, signify the end of decades-long stagnation and the beginning of a new era of
connectivity and development. He reflected that both dates would be remembered and recorded in the nation’s

history, along with the people who made them possible.

ing the ninth chapter of Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir, which captures the Chenab Bridge- now linking Kashmir
to Kanyakumari- Sinha highlighted the state’s journey from inertia to progress. He reiterated that a region left
static for seven decades is now witnessing unprecedented momentum across sectors. The 225-page coffee table
book, completed in 2024 well before the general elections, documents this transformation in a factual and

evocative manner.

‘Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir: A Pictorial Journey’, he said, “is an act of visual imagination that reflects a deeply
changed reality.” Reflecting on the earlier hardships of the people of the region, he stated that there was once a
time when “mornings were not theirs, nor were the evenings; the roads didn't belong to them, and at times, even
the cities felt distant. Today, the people of Kashmir have reclaimed their space and spirit.” He reaffirmed the
government's approach, stressing that peace cannot be bought—it must be established—and recalled the
directive to security forces: “Do not trouble the innocent; do not spare the guilty.” He also referred to the tragic
Pahalgam attack of 22nd April 2025, noting that it would remain etched in the nation’s memory. He remarked that
for the first time, the people of Jammu and Kashmir spontanecusly came out in protest against such brutality-an

unprecedented expression of collective will.



Commenting on Ashish Sharma's photographic work, he noted, "I have felt his hard work.” He emphasised that the
book goes beyond scenic representation to capture the evolving ethos and expressions of the land. Describing
books as documentation of an era, he concluded that ‘Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir: A Pictorial Journey’ offers a

compelling portrait of transformation and that as the common citizen becomes stronger, so too will the state.

Presiding over the event, IGNCA Chairman Shri Ram Bahadur Rai remarked that the significance of this book has
increased even more in the aftermath of the Pahalgam incident. He noted that this is not merely a large-format
photo book; rather, it contains within it thousands of untold stories. It narrates the transformation of Kashmir—a
story that the world needs to hear. “The fact that the book has been launched by those who played a vital role in
Kashmir's transformation is a happy coincidence,” he said. He further suggested that the bock should also be

made available as an e-book, and published in a smaller edition so that it may reach millions of people.

As the Guest of Honour, Meenakashi Lekhi observed that every Indian shares a bond of mind and soul with
Kashmir, regardless of which corner of the country they may live in. She said that the changes witnessed in Jammu
and Kashmir since the abrogation of Article 370 have been effectively captured by Ashish Sharma in this book. “I
have seen Kashmir transform,” she said, “both in good times and difficult ones.” She particularly highlighted the
image of Lal Chowk featured in the book—showing women taking selfies there at night. “This is the same Lal
Chowk,” she recalled, “where hoisting the national flag once proved to be a formidable challenge for Dr. Syama

Prasad Mookerjee, Shri Murli Manohar Joshi, and even Shri Narendra Modi.”

In his opening remarks, Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi described Reimagining Jammu & Kashmir: A Pictorial Journey” as
an emotional journey, it is not a book written on paper, but on the heart, with ink drawn from pain, joy, prosperity,
and celebration. More than a photo collection it reflects the ethos and legacy of the land, capturing not only
scenic beauty but the depth of human experience. He emphasised that the book goes beyond showcasing

development to document a century-long cultural journey. Calling Kashmir a land of divinity and heritage, he said

it was a privilege for IGNCA to host the launch. He concluded that every image tells a story, revealing new

dimensions of Jammu and Kashmir and reflecting the broader journey of Bharat.

In his welcome address, Prof. (Dr.) R.C. Gaur spoke of the IGNCA Book Circle, through which culturally significant
works are launched, and thanked Shri Ashish Sharma for choosing the Centre to release Reimagining Jammu &
Kashmir: A Pictorial Journey'. He highlighted IGNCA's contribution to the inscription of the Srimad Bhagavad Gita in
the $arada script, closely associated with Kashmir, and its role in the UNESCO Memory of the World programme
on the works of Kashmiri philosopher Abhinavagupta. He also reflected on the region’s deep spiritual heritage and

its people’s enduring philosophical traditions.

About the Book

The purpose of this book is to portray the changing landscape of Jammu and Kashmir-

its cultural heritage,
natural beauty, and the resilience and hope of its people. The author, Ashish Sharma, is himself a native of Kashmir
and has witnessed decades of struggle, fear, and transformation up close. His inspiration was to present to the

world the true image of his homeland—its peace, progress, and vibrant life.

Through photographs, he seeks to show that Jammu and Kashmir today is not only a land of past conflict but also
a symbol of hope, development, smart cities, art, handicrafts, and spirituality. The book includes breathtaking
visuals of the region’s natural beauty, historical heritage, and hidden treasures such as remote villages, valleys, and
majestic mountains. It features glimpses of smart city initiatives in Srinagar and Jammu, new infrastructure,
revitalised public spaces, the renewed spirit of Kashmiriyat, agriculture, crafts, and key spiritual sites. The
photographs in the book do more than just showcase the beauty of Jammu and Kashmir- they narrate a new story
of hope, peace, and progress. This book is a celebration of the spirit and future of Jammu and Kashmir. Through
this significant event, art lovers, researchers, and the general public were offered an opportunity to engage with

the many facets and lived experiences of Jammu and Kashmir.
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