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Date:29th July 2020, (6 pm -7:30 pm) Event Type:Webinar 
 
Title: ‘Significance of Saundaryalahari Illustrated Manuscript: Reading the Material 
Culture’Speaker: Dr. M. Balamani, Art Historian, Critic and Cultural Analyst.Chair:Prof. (Dr.) 
Sachchidanand Joshi, Hon’ble Member Secretary,IGNCAModerator: Dr. Ayswaria Wariar, 
Regional Director, IGNCA, Regional Centre, Vadodara. 

Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) - Regional Centre, Vadodara organised a 
webinar on the topic ‘Significance of Saundaryalahari Illustrated Manuscript in Western India 
Reading Material Culture’ by Dr. M. Balamani – A Baroda based Art Historian, Critic and 
Cultural Analyst, on 29th July 2020. The webinar was chaired by Prof. (Dr.) Sachchidanand 
Joshi, Honourable Member Secretary, IGNCA. Dr. Ayswaria Wariar, Regional Director, 
Regional Cente Vadodara, moderated the event. 

The webinar provided the attendees with the opportunity to gain insights on this particular 
manuscript of Saundaryalahari found in Western India. The verses of Saundaryalahiri were 
written by the great Poet and Scholar Adi Shankaracharya who describes Goddess Parvati as a 
wave of beauty. This particular manuscript version of Saundaryalahari is a rare one, illustrated 
and undated. It is the only illustrated version of it available in the whole world, presently with 
the Oriental Institute, Baroda. In the process of dating and finding the patron of the same, 
reading the material culture, that is, materials attributed to the Goddess in the illustrations, and 
reading the painting styles of the illustrations lead the way to put forward Dr. Balamani’s 
hypothesis. Dr.Balamani puts forth her finding that, the manuscript was scribed in 18th C. in the 
court of Rani Ahilyabai Holkar. The event aimed to spread knowledge about ‘Saundaryalahiri’ 
and stimulate interest in this rare 18th century illustrated manuscript. Dr. Balamani made a 
presentation on the Manuscript reflecting on its salient folios comprising graphic and textual 
elements 

The Chairperson of the event, Dr Sachchidanand Joshi, M.S. IGNCA,shared interesting insights 
into the subject at hand. Quoting from the Saundaryalahiri Manuscript’s Publication by Oriental 
Institute, Dr Sachchidanand Joshi explains the significance of the dance of Nataraja, the Cosmic 
Dancer. Later he goes on to deliberate that today India is perhaps the richest country with a 
wealth of manuscripts, however, we do not have enough scholars to decipher them. These 
manuscripts were written in more than 40 scripts. Dr. Joshi concludes with the 104th shloka from 
Saundaryalahiri. 

Dr. Ayswaria Wariar, Moderator of the event, in the opening explains the significance of Adi 
Shankaracharya’s work, especially the Saundaryalahiri reflected in different art forms and 
literary works, having travelled all the way to Western India. Quoting the first shloka of 
Saundaryalahiri, in the opening of the webinar, Dr. Wariar concludes the event with the Vote of 
Thanks. 
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There were 104 attendees on the online platform of IGNCA. The webinar was also streamed live 
on the face book page of IGNCA. There were many questions raised by the attendees in the 
Q&A session. Out of these four important questions were taken up for discussion with the 
Speaker. The webinar was covered in 3 local newspapers and widely over the social media. 

 
Image 1: Dr. M. Balamani, the speaker for the webinar explaining the significance of 
Saundaryalaharimanuscript 

 

 
 

Images 2:A folio from Saundaryalahiri Manuscript  
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Image 3:Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi, Hon. Member Secretary - IGNCA, sharing his insights to sum-
up the session  

 
Newspaper Coverage 

 

Image 4: Coverage in Gujarat Samachar on 31st July 2020  
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Image 5: Coverage in Divya Bhaskar on 3rd August 2020 

 

Image 6: Coverage in Sandesh on 6th August 2020 

 


