Indira Gandhi National Centre For The Arts
Regional Centre Vadodara

Date: 23" May 2020 (11:30 am — 1pm); Event Type:Webinar
Title:*Evolution Atrophied: The Aborted Modernism in Indian Art’

Speaker:Prof. (Dr.) Deepak H. Kannal - An Eminent Art Historian and Sculptor; Ex. Dean,
Faculty of Fine Arts, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Vadodara.

Chair:Prof. (Dr.) Sachchidanand Joshi, Hon’ble Member Secretary, IGNCA

Observer: Prof (Dr.) Ramesh Gaur, Dean, Kalanidhi Division, IGNCA, New Delhi.

Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), Regional Centre VVadodara, conducted its
first webinar,on ‘Evolution Atrophied: The Aborted Modernism in Indian Art’ on 23rd May
2020.The resource person, Prof. Deepak Kannal, a renowned art historian and sculptor from
Baroda, is the former Dean, Faculty of Fine Arts, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda,
Vadodara.The event was chaired by Prof. (Dr.) Sachchidanand Joshi, Hon’ble Member Secretary
IGNCA, observed by Dr. Ramesh Gaur, Dean, IGNCA and Head Kalanidhi Division. It was
moderated by Dr. Ayswaria Wariar, Regional Director, IGNCA, Regional Centre, Vadodara.

This webinar reflected the 17th - 18th century developments in Indian Art in light of the
prevalent socio economic conditions and practices. Dr. Kannal emphasises that, this period in
Indian Art was a neglected era with no progression, especially in the field of sculptures.
According to him, 13th -17th century period in Indian sculptures went into hibernation due to
Islamic rule. After this, during Maratha Rule he observes a shift in purpose, technique and
aesthetics of Indian Sculptures; attracting him to study this phase. Through his findings,
supported by an excellent pictorial representation, Dr. Kannal successfully traced the progression
from the 10™ c. works and their subsequent termination of the organic modern developments in
Indian Art’s aesthetics during the period of 17" — 18" c. He dwelled on the peculiar changes in
Indian Art, in physical forms and characteristics and later influence of western artistic traditions,
particularly British. Dr. Kannal also elaborately discussed the birth of realism, and evolution and
meaning of modernism in Indian Art. By the end of 18th c., the Indian modernism which had
just started growing with its distinguished identity and characteristics was put to an abrupt end
by the Art schools.This, he observed, was because they still followed and promoted the study of
Western art to their students. Dr.Kannal terms this as an unfortunate and untimely abortion of
‘Modernism in Indian Art’.

The webinar ended with a Q & A session. Observer, Prof (Dr.) Ramesh Gaur, Dean, Kalanidhi
Division also put forth a relevant question to the speaker. Introspective comments and
deliberations were discussed interestingly by the Chair, Prof. (Dr.) Sachchidanand Joshi, Hon.
M.S. IGNCA. The Webinar concluded with the vote of thanks by Dr. Ayswaria Wariar, Regional
Director, R.C.Vadodara, the details of the webinar were uploaded on IGNCA web portals and
social media platforms. It was reported in two local newspapers. There were 800 registrations
and 343 active attendees in this webinar conducted on the Zoom platform of the Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India (NeGD).
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Image 1: Dr. Ayswaria Wariar, Regional Director, RC Vadodara, moderating the webinar with
dignitaries from IGNCA - Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi, Hon’ble Member Secretary, and Dr. Ramesh
Gaur, Dean IGNCA — and the speaker - Prof. Deepak Kannal

Image 3 a
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Image 3 b

Image 3 a-b: Illustrative examples of art works shown during the webinar

Image 4: Hon’ble Member Secretary, IGNCA — Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi summing up the session with
his concluding remarks
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Newspaper Coverage
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Image 5: Report in Sandesh newspaper
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Image 6: Report in Gujarat Samachar newspaper



