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Theme of Kalatattvakosa

The Kalatattvakosa is a lexicon of fundamental concepts of the Indian Arts. In con-
sultation with eminent scholars, a list of about 250 terms occurring in primary texts of
several disciplines and seminal to the Arts, was prepared. Each concept has been investi-
gated through primary texts of several disciplines to select a term having a core-meaning
with a pervasive nature, yet has developed different meanings. Through such a compila-
tion, analysis and re-assembling it is possible to reconstruct the intrinsic holistic nature of

the Indian Tradition and its essential interdisciplinary approach.

Kalatattvako$a Volume I, Pervasive Terms - Vyapti

Volume I of the Kalatattvakosa containing eight basic terms was published in 1988.
This preliminary volume covers eight major articles viz. Brahman (the absolute), Purusa
(man), Atman (essence of everything), Sanira (the body), Prana (the life breath), Bija (the
seed), Laksana (sign) and Sz’l[m (arts and crafts) contributed by Bettina Baumer, Prem
Lata Sharma, H.N. Chakravarty, K.D. Tripathi and R.N. Misra.

Revised edition of the same saw the light of day in 2001.

Kalatattvako$a Volume II, Time and Space — Desa—kala

Volume II of the same series dealing with sixteen terms relating to time and space was
published in 1992. This work contains 16 terms like Bindu (a drop), Nabhi (the navel),
Cakra (wheel), Ksetra (space), Loka (world of appearance), Desa (region), Kala (time),
Ksana (a moment), Krama (succession), Sandhi (junction), Sutra (thread), Tala (the
standard of measure in visual and performing arts), Mana (measurement), Laya (absorp-
tion), Simya (void) and Purna (fullness). The contributors included H.N. Chakravarty,
Bettina Bdumer, Kapila Vatsyayan, B.N. Saraswati, V.N. Misra, P.L. Sharma, S.
Chattopadhyay, G.C. Pande, Saroja Bhate, A.N. Balslev, Frits Staal, R. Tripathi, Lewis
Rowell, Bruno Dagens, S. R. Sharma and D.B. Sen Sharma.

Revised edition of the same was published in 2003.

Kalatattvakosa Volume III, Primal elements — Mahabhiita

Volume IIT of the work on the theme of Primal elements Mahabhuita-s containing
eight articles was published in 1996. This work comprises eight terms: Prakrti, Bhuta-
Mahabhiita, Akéasa, Vayu, Agni, Jyotis/Tejas/Prakasa, Ap, Prthivi/Bhumi contributed by Bettina
Baumer, K.A. Jacobsen, P.S. Filliozat, S.C. Chakrabarti, S. Chattopadhyay, L.M. Singh,
Frits Staal, S. Gupta Gomrich and P.L. Sharma.

These first three volumes were edited by Bettina Baumer.
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Kalatattvakosa Volume IV, Manifestation of Nature — Srsti-vistara

Volume IV of Kalatattvakosa edited by Sukumar Chattopadhyay and Advaitavadini
Kaul was published in 1999 and released by the then Hon’ble President of India. This
book contains seven articles: Indriya, Dravya, Dhatu, Guna/Dosa, Adhibhuta/Adhidaiva/
Adhyatma, Sthula/Suksma/Para, and Srsti/Sthiti/Samhara contributed by Kapila Vatsyayan,
Prem Lata sharma, Saroja Bhate, L.M. Singh, Satkari Mukhopadhyaya, R.S. Bhattacharya,
S. Chattopadhyay, H.N. Chakravarty, S.K. Lal, Ratna Basu and Sanghamitra Basu.

Kalatattvakosa Volume V, Form/Shape — Akdra-ﬁkrti

Kalatattvakosa Volume V named Akara-Akrti edited by Prof. R.C. Sharma was pub-
lished in 2002. This volume highlights a number of visual art forms including ten articles,
rekha, akara-akrti, rupa-pratirupa, sakala-niskala, arca, murti, pratima-pratikrti, vigraha, bandha-
prabandha and prasada. Contributors are: Bettina Baumer, R.N. Misra, V.N. Misra, P.K.
Agrawala, Late Prem Lata Sharma, R.C. Sharma, R. Nagaswamy and Krishna Dev.

Kalatattvakosa Volume VI, Appearance — Abhdasa

Volume VI of same series titled Appearance — Abhasa is a complementary volume of
the previous one (Vol. V) which deals with the abstract of symbolic forms. It contains
eight articles abhasa, sadrSya-sarupya, anukarana/anukyti/anukirtana, chaya, bimba-pratibimba,
linga, pada and wvrtti-riti contributed by P.K. Agrawala, Late Vidya Nivas Misra, Anamika
Roy, Puspa Tiwari, Radhavallabh Tripathi, S. Chattopadhyay, Biswanath Bhattacharya and
N.C. Panda. This is edited by two Research Officers of IGNCA, Varanasi S. Chattopadhyay
and N.C. Panda. Volume is in press and will be published very shortly.

Kalatattvakosa Volume VII, Substratum/Abode — Ayatana

Volume VII of Kalatattvakosa deals with the theme of Substratum/Abode — Ayatana.
This volume includes seventeen concepts relating to substratum under the main heading
Ayatcma, viz. kunda, kona/asra/vrtta, garbha, citi-caitya-stupa, tirtha, pitha, prastara, mandapa,
mandala, yantra, yupa, yoni, ratha, vedi-vedika-sthandila, samsthana-sannivesa, stambha-skambha

and sthana-ayatana

Kalatattvako$a Volume VIII, Symbols and Motifs — Pratika -Abhipraya

Kalatattvakosa Volume VIII is proposed to highlight on the theme of Symbols and
Motifs - Pratika-Abhipraya which is supposed to deal with twenty articles on abhipraya,
kalasa-kumbha, kirtimukha, gavaksa, trivatna-ratna, dhvaja, nandyavarta, padma-kamala, pratika,
makara-mina, mangala, mithuna, lata, vrksa, vyala/thamrga, Sankha, salabharjika, S'ﬁvatsa,

svastika and hamsa
Kalatattvakosa Volume IX, Arts & Skill - Kala -Silpa

Kalatattvakosa Volume IX proposes to handle the theme of Arts & Skill - Kala-Silpa

including twelve terms — alankara, ayudha/ayudha-purusa, kala, citra-citrakara, pankti-avali-
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mala, patra-racana, pramana, racana-alekhana, vastu, bahumukha-bahubhuja and sthapati-

sthapatya.

Kalatattvakosa Volume X, Dance -Dramaturgy and Music - Natya -Sangita

Kalatattvakosa Volume X is supposed to concentrate on the theme of Dance-Drama-
turgy and Music — Natya-Sangita which would like to cover the terms, sangita-gana-gita,
marga-desi, raga-anuraga-ragini (in 3 parts citra, nrtya and general), vadya-atodya, nrtya/
nrita, mudra, hasta, karana-angahara, abhinaya-natya, asana, nayaka-nayika, sanketa, bhava-

vibhava-anubhava etc.

Kalatattvako$a Volume XI, Aesthetics - Rasa-Saundarya

Kalatattvakosa Volume XI proposes to highlight the subject on Aesthetics — Rasa-
Saundarya and likes to cover the concepts, viz. rasa, saundarya-lavanya, lalita-lalitya, ram-
ramaniya, caru-caruta, madhura-madhurya, prasada, Sobha, uddhata-sukumara, camatkara-

camatkrti, ruci, lila-krida, sadharani-karana and sahrdaya-rasika-bhavaka.

Kalatattvakosa Volume XII, Logos - Vak

Kalatattvakosa Volume XII is likely to concentrate on the theme of Logos — Vak and it
wants to cover the concepts viz. vak, sphota, nada, dhvani, svara-vyanjana, varna-malini-
maltrka, pada, sabda, artha, sahita-sahitya, vakya, mantra, chandas-matra, akhyana, kavya, pratibha

and vimarsa

Kalatattvakos$a Volume XIII, Faculties of Consciousness — Citta bhiimi

Kalatattvakosa Volume XIII is supposed to cover the theme of Faculties of Conscious-
ness — Cittabhumi which is likely to handle the concepts viz. manas, citta, buddhi-dhi-prajna,
ahankara, hrdaya, vasana-trsna, kama, sukha-duhkha, Sraddha, santi, yoga, dhyana, samadhi
and bhakti.

Kalatattvakosa Volume XIV, Foundations of Knowledge - Jiana tattva

Kalatattvakosa Volume XIV is likely to concentrate on the subject Foundations of
Knowledge — Jnanatattva which proposes to deal the terms viz. cit-caitanya, jrana-vijiana,
vidya, sastra, tattva, darsana, avadhana, visaya, nama, svarupa-svabhava, pramana, pratiti-

anumiti etc.

Kalatattvakosa Volume XV, Cosmic offering - Yajnia -upasana
Kalatattvakosa Volume XV is proposed to highlight on the subject Cosmic offering —
Yajna-upasana and likely to cover the concepts yajna, puja-upasana-saparya, utsava, vrata,

upacara, diksa, viniyoga, samskara-samskrti, nyasa, asana, sadhana/tapas siddhi-vibhuti, drsta-

adysta etc.
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