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IGNCA: An Introduction
The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts is 
visualised as a centre encompassing the study and 
experience of all the arts – each form with its own 
integrity, yet within a dimension of mutual 
interdependence, interrelated with nature, social structure 
and cosmology.  The arts are here understood to comprise 
the fields of creative and critical literature, written and 
oral; the visual arts, ranging from architecture, sculpture, 
painting and graphics to general material culture, 
photography and film; the performing arts of music, dance 
and theatre in their broadest connotation; and else in 
fairs, festivals and lifestyle that has an artistic dimension.
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Various Divisions of IGNCA

Kala Darshan
Kala Nidhi
Janpada Sampada
Kala Kosha
Sutradhar
Cultural Informatics
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Kala Darsana
Mask 850
Paintings 150

(Mithila Painting, GondPainting, Saura Painting, Bhil Painting, Nimari Painting, 
Ghotul Painting, Worli Painting, Mansa Painting, Rathwa Painting)

Sculptures 200

North‐East Collection 800
Mask, Painting, Agriculture Tools, Household Items,Sattiriya Objects, 
Kitchen Utensils, Dresses, Hats,Vaishnavatite Dolls and Sculptures,Textiles 

Photographs of various exhibitions 900
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Kala Nidhi

The Kala Nidhi is a National 
Information System and a Data 
Bank of the Arts, Humanities, 
Cultural Heritage with a fully 
supported reference library of 
multimedia collections. 
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1. Reference Library
2. Reprography Unit
3. Slide Unit
4. Cultural Archive
5. Media Production Unit
6. Photography Unit
7. Conservation Unit
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Reference Library
The reference library of IGNCA has a large 
collection in the broad areas of humanities and 
the arts.  It constitutes books, reprographics of 
several folios of unpublished Sanskrit, Pali, 
Persian and Arabic manuscripts in microfilm and 
microfiche, photographs and slides. The library is 
enriched by many rare collections of illustrious 
scholars who have made path‐breaking 
contributions in the fields of arts.
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Print Collection
Books

Purchased 70,000
Gift and Personal Collection 54,456

Total 1,24,456

Periodicals
New Arrivals 200
Back Volumes 1,300

Rare books 2,000 
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Non‐Print Collection

Microform

Microfilm
Within India 20,738 21,986
Abroad 1,248

Microfiches 1,60,000

2/9/2009 Digital Library Initiative at IGNCA 9



Reprography Unit
A unique feature of the Reprography unit of the Kalanidhi
is the reprographic compilation of unpublished 
manuscripts in Indian and foreign collections from private 
and public libraries.  A pioneering attempt has been made 
to bring under one roof primary sources of the Indian 
tradition lying scattered, fragmented, inaccessible or 
worse, in danger of extinction.  At present the library 
contains more than ten millions folios of unpublished 
Sanskrit, Pali, Persian and Arabic manuscripts. Total 
20,000 microfilm rolls (approx.) containing 3.5 lacs mss. 
have been generated so far.
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Reprography Unit

No. of 
Microfilm  

Rolls

Number of 
Manuscripts

Digitized 
Rolls 

Manuscripts 
Digitized

20,738 3,04,432 18,294 2,47,234

11Digital Library Initiative at IGNCA2/9/2009



Media Production Unit

Audio cassettes‐870 hrs
Beta Cam‐ 1190 hrs
DV Cam‐ 30 hrs
Mini DV‐ 200 hrs
VHS‐ 300 hrs
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Cultural Archive
• SAHITYA (Literature)

• R.C. Rangra, Voice of Tagores, 

• Akhilesh Mittal, Firaq Gorakhpuri Collection
• VASTU/SILPA (Visual Arts)

• Lance Dane, Shambhu Mitra, Benoy Behal Collection

• CHAYA PATA (Photographs)
• Raja Lala Deen Dayal, Henri Cariter‐Bresson, Sunil Janah, David Ulrich, 

Shambhu Saha,  S.G.Tewari and D.R.D. Wadia Collection 

• SANGITA (Music)
• S. Natarajan,V.A.K. Ranga Rao,S. Venketesan &  Prabhakar Datar Collection

• NRTYA (Dance)
• Mohan Khokar Dance Collection

• NATYA (Theatre)
• K. T. Deshmukh, Bibhutibhusan Mukhopadhyay
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Slide Unit

Slides 1.05 lac
Photographs 1,000

2/9/2009 Digital Library Initiative at IGNCA 14



Digital Library Collection
CD’s

Slides 876
Cultural Archive 23
Atharva Veda (Kashmir Paippalad) 134
Maulana Abdul kalam Azad Arabian 
And Persian Research Institute, 
Tonk, Rajasthan 196

Total 1,229
DVD’s

Rare books 1,200
Handwritten manuscripts from  Jadavpur 5

University, Kolkata (10,000 Pages)
Total 1205
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Converted Digital Collection

Rare books 7,71,742 pages 
(1,500 books)
Slides 1.05 lac
Photographs 15,000
Microform

Microfiches 25,000
Microfilm Rolls(2,47,234Mss.) 18,294
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Other Digital Resources at IGNCA
Art Objects

Mask - 700
Paintings  - 3,000
Puppets  - 200

On Web
IGNCA Newsletter: Vihangama
Selected IGNCA Publications
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Digital Resources at IGNCA

Digital Library Initiative at IGNCA

Digital 
Resources 
at IGNCA

CoIL-Net-
Content 
development in 
Indian Language 
Network

CDROM

IGNCA 
Publication

Microfisches

Archival 
Collection

A / V 
Collection

Microfilm

IGNCA 
Journal and 
NewsletterBibliography

Databases

Papers and 
Essays

Rare 
Books

Animations & 
Walk through

Digital 
Images
(Slides)
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http://www.ignca.nic.in/ppr_0001.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/ppr_0001.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/ppr_0001.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/ppr_0001.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/bt_pan.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/bt_pan.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/bt_pan.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/bt_pan.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/img_0002.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/img_0002.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/img_0002.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/img_0002.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/dbs_0001.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/dbs_0001.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/bib_0001.htm
http://www.ignca.nic.in/bib_0001.htm


Digitization at IGNCA
All these digital materials are digitizing within IGNCA 
by its CIL Division using International standards for 
digitization of materials, post digitization editing, high 
capacity storage & backup system, designing and 
development of effective retrieval system etc.
Technology used for this development is based on 
Open standards using Unicode, a multilingual 
standards for fonts, accepted worldwide with open 
type fonts. Search is available both in English and 
Hindi (Devanagari). User have the option to select the 
material of his interest either from a specific type of 
collection like books, manuscripts, slides, audio, video 
etc or from the entire collections
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Microfilm
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Microfiche
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Books
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Digitization standards followed at the 
IGNCA for the digitization

Digitization standards followed at the IGNCA for the 
digitization are as per the UNESCO Guidelines 
published in 2002.

Slides :Photo CD format (five resolutions normally and six 
resolutions in specific cases)·
Microforms (Microfiche and Microfilms):300 dpi tiff·
Photographs:300 dpi tiff (600 / 1200 dpi in special cases)·
Books and printed materials:300 dpi tiff·
Audio:44 Khz .wav file format·
Video: MPEG 1/2
Tiff. Uncompressed Lower quality derivatives are used for the 
on line access of the.
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A Brief Demo of Indira Kalanidhi Digital Repository of 
Indian Cultural Heritage 

Creation of  Communities & Collections
Submission of Digital Object 
Browsing and Downloading 

http://10.24.78.10:8080/dspace/
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Creation of  Communities & Collections
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Submission of Digital Object
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Browsing and Downloading
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.
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