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New Acquisitions- Books

• Books Acquired 5593
– Books on and from 
– South East Asian Countries 1100
– Books on and from  North East 1141
– Procurement of rare books 800
– Books on Indian Diaspora 500

• Gifts 438



Acquisition of Journals and 
Databases

• Procurement of back issues of 105 
Journals. 

• Subscription of Electronic Database:-
– Wilson Art Index and Abstract
– EBSCO Humanities International Compete
– JStor
– J-Gate Art and Humanities



EBSCO Humanities International Complete



J-Gate Arts & Humanities 



Wilson Art Index / Abstract



JSTOR



Online Article Indexing 
Database

• Abstracting and Indexing of Indian 
Journals received in Kala Nidhi Reference 
Library 

• Started in August 2008
• Articles Indexed = 4523



Retro conversion of catalogue 
into MARC 21

• Upgradation of Libsys to LSPREMIA with 
MARC 21 and Unicode

• Finalization of MARC 21 Cataloguing Formats 
for Books, Journals, Manuscripts, Slides

• Conversion of Existing data from AACR to 
MARC 21 format

• New records created =14001
• Records Edited- Filling of Gaps etc.=42253 
• Tender for Retrospective Conversion of 2.5 lacs

Manuscripts have been advertised. Work will be 
completed by 2011.



Digitization of Rare Books

• Digitization of Rare books 
- 7,71,742 pages 

• Uploading of material on D-space 
- 7521 images 

• Collaboration with Jadavpur University= 
10000 digital images received



Services

• New Members enrolled 91 
• Membership renewed 7 
• Books issued 4967
• Books lent on Inter Library Loan 129 

books 
• Books borrowed on Inter Library Loan 38
• Subject Bibliographies Compiled 22



ABIA Project

• New records are created in ABIA database 
59 records 

• Annotated records have been prepared by 
the scholar 71 records 

• Import records, received from Srilanka in 
ABIA 52 records 

• Database for V.4 



Slide Collections

• Slides on rock art and other themes were added to 
slide Unit 301 slides 

• Titles of photo negatives covering the artifacts in
Shaswat 110 photo negatives Art Gallery, 
Jammu were prepared and incorporated in the 

• South East Asian Art & Architecture 1013 slides 
• Computerization of data into the Libsys database 

2750 catalogues



Slide Collections..2

• An exhibition on the works of Master Sansar Chand was
curated which was inaugurated on 7th July, 2008. 

• Slides on Jain and Buddhist art, Pahari painting were 
provided for reference study to in house and visiting 
scholars. 700 slides 

• Permission to start Photo-documentation work at
Gursaday Museum, Kolkata

• 305 slides provided to Kashmir Chapter



Microfilming of Manuscripts

• Uttarakhand Sanskrit Academy 16 Rolls 
• Oriental Research Institute, Mysore 95 

Rolls 
• Dr. U.V.S.Iyer Library, Chennai 4 retake 

rolls covering 12 partial retake rolls
• GOML, Chennai 



Upgradation of Reprographic Technologies

• Microfilm Processor-2
• Microfilm Reader-6
• Microfilm Digital Scanner-1
• Microfilm Splicer-2
• Microfilm Rewinding Table-2
• Silver Inspection



Reorganization of Rolls and 
Disaster Preparedeness

• 86 New Microfilm Cabinets have been 
added

• One complete set of 20000 microfilm rolls 
is under preparation for SRC- IGNCA,
Bangalore

• One  set will remain at IGNCA  
• One set of MF rolls for the concerned 

libraries for their manuscripts only



Duplication of master negative

• Dr. U.V.S Iyer Library, Chennai 474-DD, 459-
positive, 22 CDs

• SBL, Varanasi 1630positive, 1630 DDs
• RORI, Jodhpur 18 positive, 18 DD
• RORI, Alwar 393-DD, 393 positive, 22 CDs 
• ORIML, Thiruvananthapuram 700 positive, 700

DDs
• TMSSML, Thanjavur 621 positive, 621 DDs
• ORI, Mysore, 580 positive, 580 DDs 



Digitization of Master Negative

• GOML,Chennai,ORIML,
Tiruvananthapuram, 2497 rolls 

• Indexing of Master Negative rolls 
– SBL, Varanasi 525 rolls
– TMSSML, Thanjavur 550 rolls 



New Projects

• Permission granted for microfilming and 
digitization of manuscripts of all branches 
of RORI, Jodhpur

• Permission received to start the Retake 
work at SBL, Varanasi

• Work at ORI, Mysore restarted.
• GOML Chennai Microfilming of 

Manuscripts closed on 31st Dec. 2008 



INTERNET and LAN IGNCA

• INTERNET Leased line of 2 MBPS with the help 
of NIC installed at Kala Nidhi No. 5 R P Road 
Building  which is accessible to all including 
Reference Library Users

• Network Cabling for floor to floor and one block 
to other block connectivity has been laid down.

• Need public IP address to put Library Catalogue 
online ( will be done soon as NIC wants firewall 
to be installed before this activation)



Staff Development

• A number of training programme on 
MARC 21, Lspremia, digitization of 
Microfilm , ABIA Software, Care & 
Conservation, Dpsace, etc were organised
during the year

• Staff was deputed to various training 
programs, conferences, seminar organised
by various professional bodies in India



International Collaboration
• As a part of delegation headed by Member Secretary, 

IGNCA, Librarian visited Libraries, Archives, Museums, 
Universities (departments of Art and archeology) 
Indonesia, Thailand, Cambodia, and Malaysia. The 
following objectives in relation to Kala Nidhi were 
achieved:
– Procurement of 1100 Books on and from South East 

Asia
– Identification of Manuscripts and other archival 

material in the archives and libraries in above 
countries

– Identification of Project Partners for ABIA Project
– Establishment of exchange of publications



North East Programme

• Organized Exhibition of books on and from 
North east during spirit of North East Programme
( Jan. 10-18, 2009) A part of exhibition is still on 
view in the Reference Library till Feb. 10, 2009.

• Organized a seminar on Vidya - Books on and 
from the North-East: Written Words, its 
Access and Preservation on January 17, 2009.



Visits of International Delegations

• A British Library delegation visited Kala Nidhi Reference Library on 
14th November 2008.

• Dr. Ellen Raven and Dr. Gerda from International Institute of Asian 
Studies, University of Leiden, Netherlands visited Kala Nidhi, 
IGNCA during 4th October to 8th October, 2008 in relation to meeting 
and discussions on ABIA Project

• Dr. Andew Durhm, Director, Art Lab, Australia visited Kala Nidhi
Reference Library on 5th September, 2008 

• A delegation of School Students from U.K. under a fellowship
programme of British Council visited Kala Nidhi Reference Library 
on 31.7.2008  

• A Delegation of Library and Information professional of some 
European  countries in collaboration with Max Muller Bhawan, New 
Delhi visited Kala Nidhi Division on 12th March, 2008 

• A delegation of Librarians & Officials of various Universities from 
Thailand  under Provincial University Library Network (Pulinet) 
Thailand visited Kala Nidhi Division on 24th March, 2008 



Culture of Peace

• Kala Nidhi Division in collaboration with Bharat 
Soka Gakkai and Institute of Oriental Philosophy 
organized an exhibition on “Lutous Sutra:  A 
Message of peace and Harmonious Coexistence”
during April 17-23, 2008

• Kala Nidhi Division in collaboration with Bharat 
Soka Gakkai (BSG), New Delhi organized a 
seminar on “Harmonising Religion Creating 
Peace” on 25th August, 2008 at 5.30 p.m. 



Introduction to the Seminar



Reference Library Collections
• Books 1.5 Lacs

• Purchased
• Gifted 
• Personal Collections

• Rare Books 2500
• Periodicals

• New Arrivals 254
• Back Volumes 12000

• Microform
• Microfiches 1.5 Lacs
• CD’s 2600



Slide Unit

• Over 1,00, 000  slides 
on various aspectes of 
Indian Cultural 
Heritage collected 
from the institutions 
like ACSAA, British 
Library, Victoria and 
Albert Museum etc.

• All digitized
Fort, Arunachal Pradesh



Reprography Unit
Mss. 

Filmed
Folios 

Covered
Total 

Collection

970 237275 373 373 373

44417 2728489 4436 3937 4180

117223 4329942 6658 2642 5246

2589 142428 220 202 215

83068 5085567 8115 4095 1911

4190 227356 350 350 350

Total 252457 12751057 20152 11599 12275

Rolls
Digi-
tized

Microfilm Rolls Status Rolls
Dupli-
cated

Total Collection from North-East Region of India
Total Collection from South Region of India
Total Collection from Central Region of India

Summary of Total Collection
Total Collection from East Region of India
Total Collection from West Region of India
Total Collection from North Region of India

Mss. 
Filmed

Folios 
Covered

No. of 
Rolls

Duplicate 
Rolls 

Digitized 
Rolls 

2,50,295 12634237 20,152 11,599 12,275



Cultural Archives
• Material relating to different genres in the original and in the other forms of copies is 

collected, classified and catalogued in the Cultural Archives. The archives are 
enriched by personal collection, ethnographic collections documentation and cultural 
exchange. Many scholars, artists and art enthusiasts, over the last decades, have 
carefully and dedicatedly collected materials of their interest ranging from literature and 
personal histories, recitation, painting, music to folklore and tribal arts. Some of these 
rare collections of ethnography and audio/visual documentation of old masters and rare 
art forms have been acquired by the archives.

• Slides
• Masks
• Artifacts
• Audio cassettes
• Video cassettes
• Spool Tapes (Music Records)
• Paintings
• Photographs
• Costumes & Jewellery
• Sculpture



Media Centre

• Audio cassettes-870 hrs
• Beta Cam- 1190 hrs
• DV Cam- 30 hrs
• Mini DV- 200 hrs
• VHS- 300 hrs

Data Entered in Microsoft Excel

Audio – 510 Titles 
Videos – 1304 Titles





COMPUTERISED Cataloguing 
Status of various collections

• Books ( English and Hindi)–all Catalogued
• Current Journals / Back issues – All
• Slides- 80000 done ; about 20000 to be done
• Manuscripts in Microfilm format = about 1.00

Lacs records available but has been decided to 
redone for all 2.5 Lac records

• Archival Material, Audio Video Material, 
digitized manuscripts at CIL and NMM- No 
catalogue records avvailable for users



List of Digitized Material
• 13000 Microfilm Rolls containing about 200000 

manuscripts
• 1800000 pages of Manuscripts under NMM 

Project
• 100000 slides
• 3000 paintings
• 5000 photographs
• 1700 rare books ( in the process)
• About 150000 manuscripts of 32 MCRCs under 

NMM is under process
• Some Audio / Video
• Digitization of collections of Some museums have 

also been undertaken





Challenges ahead

• Complete catalogue- online
• Digital Preservation and Digital Archiving
• Meta data creation for non-print material such as 

slides, glass plates, photographs, masks, Art 
objects

• Uploading of Audio-Video material
• Copyright / ownership issues
• Levels of access

– Open vs. Restricted Access- Internet and Intranet
• National Electronic Manuscripts Library
• Open Access Initiatives



Indian National Manuscripts Library

Collections 
acquired 

by Kalanidhi

Manuscripts in 
Microfilms from 

India

Manuscripts in 
Microfilms from

Aboard

Manuscripts 
received as 
donations

Microfilm 
Repository

Digitization of 
Manuscripts in  

Microfilms

Online 
Catalogue of 
Manuscripts 

at IGNCA

National 
Manuscripts 

Catalogue

Collections 
acquired 
by NMM

Digitized 
Manuscripts

Original 
Manuscripts

Manuscript Library
Manuscripts

Digital 
Library

Online Catalogue of 
Other Manuscripts 
Repositories in India

KalaNidhi
Online 
Catalogue



Topics for discussions

• Digitization & Digital Library initiatives with special reference to 
Indian Cultural Heritage Resources.

• Development of Digital Repository/Digital Archive.
• Electronic Gateways to Indian Cultural Heritage Resources.
• Open access to IGNCA Cultural Knowledge Resources.
• Digital Preservation Challenges.
• Metadata Standards.
• Proposal on National Electronic Manuscript Library.
• Copyright issues and legal perspectives concerning Tangible 

and Intangible Cultural Resources



Objectives of the Seminar 

• On the basis of discussions preparation of a 
comprehensive plan for Development of Digital 
Archive.

• To draft a proposal for National Electronic 
Manuscripts Library

• To draft a proposal for Digital Preservation Policy.
• To explore the possibilities of creation of Electronic 

Information Gateway.
• To discuss Open Access vis-a-vis restricted access.
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