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Concept

The late Smt. Indira Gandhi lived and strived lor a comprehensive and all
gncompassing vision of Indiz. One amongst her various deep concerns was the
central role of lhe ans’in life. She drew inspiration rom lhe people of India, lheir lile
and art. Algngside she was deeply introspective, olten she called attenlion 1o the fact
that “the human being stands alone and must draw wpon his inner creative rescurces”
The inner life of reflection and the outer lite of extensive paricipation were the twin
complementary dimensions ol her life, both indivisibly fused together.

The Gowvernment of India decided to establish a wvariety ol memorials to
commemarate the memory of Smt. Indira Gandhi; amongst these was Ihe decision o
establish the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts.

The Prime Minister formatly launched the Institution on Nevember 19, 1985 and also
announced an internatianal design comgpetition for the building-complex ol the Centre
on a plot of 23 acres in the Central Vista area of New Delhi.

Objectives

The pringipal aims of the Cenbre are:

{i} to serve as a major resource cenlre for the ants, especially primary malerial,
wrilten, oral, aural, visual, pictorial, efc.

(i1} to undertake research and publication programmes of refgrence works,
glossaries, dictionaries and encyclopaedias, ete.,

{iii) to establish a tribal folk art museum with a view to underiaking systematic
scientific studies in this area,

{iv} to pravide a forum lor & creative and critical dialogue thraugh performances,
exhibitions, muli-media projections, conferences, seminars, workshops be-
tween and amongst the diverse arts ranging from architecture and literature to
music, sculpture, painting, photography, films, poltery, puppetry, weaving and
embmidery,

{v) o evolve models of research pmogrammes and administration of arts mare
pertinent to the Indian ethos and reality.

Formatlon of the Trust
The Government of India vide Lheir Resolution No F. 16-7/86— Arts, dated the 14th

March, 1887 decided that the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts shall be a tully
autonomous Trust under the name of “Indira Gandhi Mational Centre for the Arts Trust”
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The first Trustees as per the above said Resoiution are:
1. Bhri Rajiv Gandhi President of the Trust
7. Race Course Road
Mew Delhi
2. 3hri A Venkataraman
&, Maulana Azad Road
MHew Delhi
3. Shri P.¥. Narasimha Hao
9, Matilal Nehru Marg
New Delhi
4. Smt. Pupul Jayakar
11, Safdarjang Hoad
New Delhi
8. Shri Brahm Dutt
17, Canning Lane
MNew Delhi
6. Bhri. HY. Sharada Prasad
C-1/1, Lodhi Gardens
New Delhi
7. Dr. {Mrs.) Kapila Vatsyayan Member-Secretary of the Trust
0-1/23 Batya Marg
Mew Delni

The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Ards Trust was duly registerad with the
Sub-Registar, New Delhi on 24th March, 1987 with Regisiration No. 1680 in Additional
Book Me. IV, Volume No. 1360, on pages 42-60

The lirst meeting of the Indira Gandhi Natignal Centre for ihe Ars Trust was helfd on
10th February, 1988,

Organization

In keeping with the abjectives outlined in the Canceptual Plan of the Indira Gandhi
National Centre lor Lhe Arts, the Centre initiated action on ils programmes even before
the construction of its institutional building-complex. To implement them, there are
five principal Divisions of the Centre;

The Indira Gapdhi Kala Nighi: to provide for a compulerised Nationa! Information
System and Data Bank on arts, humanities and cultural heritage fully supported by a
Cultural Reference Library of muiti-media cotlections to serve as a major resource
cenlre for research in the humanities and the ars,

The Indira Ganghi Kala Kosa: to provide for research compilation and publication of
a continuing series of fundamental texis of Indian tradition relating 1o arts;
inter-disciplinary glossariesfthesaurus of basic technical terminolegies in ars and
crafts; reprint of crilical writings on Indian arts and a multi-volume encyclopaedia of
Indian aris;

The indira Gandhi Janapada Sampada: to provide for a core collection of material
and documentation on folk and tribal arts and crafts; mulli-disciplinary lile style
studies of tripal communities for evoiving alternate modefs of Indian cultural
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phenomenon in its tofality and the interwebbing of environmental. ecelogical,
agricultural, medicinal, physical and ather parameters,

The indira Gandhi Kald Dargana: o provide a forum for interdisciplinary Seminars
and Exhibitions on unilied themes and concepts underlying art and cullurg,

The Sulradhdra: To provide the administrative, managerial and organisational
support and to make available services 1o all the other Divisions.

OrganisalionalFunctional Chart of Ihe Indira Gandhi Naticnal Centre for the Arts is
attached as Anngxure-|,

ACTIVITIES

Kalfi Nidhi-A {Referenge Library)

. Starting Irom a scratch, the Reference Library of the Centre has grown inlg size. At

the end of March, 1988 it had in its fold 10880 titles. The value of books purchased
wags of the order of Bs. 1B lakhs. The library was alze enriched by the addition of a
penerous gift of nearly 27000 volumes in the collection of the laie National Professor,
Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterfi; of 1200 books in the collection of the late Shri Thakur
Jaidev Singh and of 1500 volumes of Shri Krishna Kripalani. Donalions of books were
also received throogh the courtesy of the Government of the Federal Republic of
Germany ard Max Muelier Bhavan,

The Japan Foundation has also offered a qilt of books and photographsislides.
Similar donations and acquisition of material in multi-media forms were planned from a
number of agencies abroad and in India, such as microlilmflische of manuscripts In
British and Soviet collections, slides by the American Association of South Asia Ar
and a number of gther countries.

The Cultural Reference Library was in the process of positioning sophisticated
micrographic and olher equipment out of a grant by Lhe Ford Foundation to the IGNCA.

Kala Nidhl-B8 {Natlonat Information Sysatem)

The cumputerised National Information System and Data Bank on ars, humanilies
and cultural heritage took up, during the year, the complex task of developing the dala
bases for coding information gn miliions of unpublished ancient Indian manuscripis
and their catalogues. on auditory and audip-visual recordings of cultural value; on
visual two-dimensional material, such as paintings, photographs, slides, etc., and
other cullural objects.

Facilities have already bzen developed for coding diacritical marks on Roman
characters essential for the storage and retrieval of data on Sanskrit and other Indian
language manuscripts. The Mational Centre for Software Technolegy at Bombay has
been commissionad to develop a desk-top publishing system for Devanagari script
which could be extended to other Indian scripts later. Simultanecusly, a group of
linguists has also been engaged to linalise the transliteration rules amonpst Indian
scripls to facilitate automation of inter-script conversion of textual malerial.

Other facilities developed include userdriendly interface with MINISIS data bases
on the HP-300142 system, hit-file transter to PCs, data export, etc. The experimental
pilot project for optical disk storage is alse planned to be taken up.
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Kali Nidhi-C (Cultural Archives}

The Kala Nidhi would have a Cultural Archives comprising the personal collection
of scholars, artists and other eminenl personalities. These would also include
collections of some ol the renowned photegraphers, coflections on music recoedings,
\heatre material, etc. All these collections are at dillerent stages ol donation/
acguisition,

Kali Kcoéda

Following up the deliberations of a meeting of eminent scholars and academics
held at Varanasi in February, 1987, the preparation of a Glossary/Thesaurus of basic
technical terminologies representative of the Indian world view and traditional
knowledge in arts, humanities and the sciences was laken up at a few selecled
academic centres. The inilial compilation would be ready for an International-
Workshop of scholars planned early in 198B-89 before publication. Side by side a
series of fundamental texts of Indian heritage had been identified. The publication of a
few amhentic texts of the series of fundamental works viz. Matralaksana, Dattilam,
Pratimalakganam has been taken up.

Many classics of crilical scholarship of Indian art and culture have been identified
for reprint by the Kala Koda Division. The most important ol Ihe reprint series would be
the collected works of the world-renowned scholar Dr. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy.
Arrangements have been made with the tate scholar's son for the publicalion of the
collected works including some of the unpublished papers. The Selecled Letlers ol
the scholar is the lirst of the series and is already in the press. The classic work ol
Willam Slutterheim on Rama Legend and Réma Reliefs of the temples of Prambanan in
Indonesia has been translated from the original German inla English for publication by
the IGNCA. A reconstruction in Sanskrit original of the Hymn to Avalokitesvara Irom the
Buddist recitations in several South East Asian languages has been completed [or
publicahion.

Janapada Sampad3a

The syslematic and scientific study, analysis and documenlatien ol tribal and folk
arts necessitates planning and execution of both in-house and field-level activities.
The in-hpuse facilities planned would consist of a permanent gallery of felk and tribal
art, such as rock art paintings, musical instruments, ete. and a systematic core
collection of slides, tapes and audio visuals on fotk and tribal heritage. The field level
pmgramme would include a shorl term project lor the preparation of an Atlas of Tribal
Arts and long-lerm analytical documentation studies on selected target areas such as
Lhe temple related cullural raditions of Srinathaji {Vaignavite), cults and Brhadiévara.

While the rock art paintings of Bhimbateka are the first of the acquisitions for Lhe
permanent gallery, the slides and audio-tapes on the ritual arts of Kerala and
Karnataka are in lne pipelineg for addition 1o the core collections of folk and tribal an.
Work on study and documentation of Ars of Vraj and Nalhadvara has already been
taken up. The project outline for Brhadisvara temple as the focus has also been
linalised. The project outline for preparation of the Atlas of Tribal Arls bas been drawn
uR.

Field studies with multi-disciplinary teams bhave been engaged on drawing up
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bibliographical structures for scanning secondary source material on tribal lifestyle,
as also preparation of a compengdium of key concept words for organising empirical
data ol lifestyles and to evolve the computerised data modules for the analysis,

The lifeskyle studies of pre-industrial communities invelve complex planning of a
scientific methadology for evolving allernate interiocking the physical and non-
physical parameters to generate new perceptions of their an and culiural heritage.
This has been taken up through a projected series of ad hoc field level experiments —
to begin with the Santhals of Chota Nagpur.

Kala Darsana

The International Exnibition and Seminar held last year on the uniflied theme of
Space received appreciation from anists and academics. This has encouraged the
Centre to plan the next one in lhe series on the theme of Calligraphy (entitled
AKARA). Plans and preparations for this exhibition to be held in 1388-89 have
been finalised. This wouid be faltowed by one on TIME enlitied BATH. Meanwhile, lne
full audio-visual documentation of the Jirst exhibition on Space (enlitled KHAM) has
heen completed tagether with the proceadings ol the connected International Seminar
(entitted CIDAKASA and BHUTAKASA].

Sdtradhara

The main functions of this Division conslitute providing personnel 1o various
Divisions, give administrative support, to undertake secretarial duties, look alter
accaunts and other general management aspecls including supplies and services.

The accounts for the year 1987-88 have been finalised. During the year the Centre
received assistance from the Government of India of Rs. 25 lakhs as operational grant.
This was in addition ta the Carpus Fund Endowment Grant of Rs. 25 crores and grant
far construction of building-camplex of Ihe Cenlre amounting to Rs. 2.94 cmres, In
spite of this being the first year of its operations, the Centre has been able to purchase
assets valuing Rs. 30.96 Jakhs and incur a service expenditure of Re 2892 lakhs
including amounts advanced for services and supplies and for research projecls.
Surplus Funds were profitably invesled in accordance with the directions of the Trusk
The investments at the close of the year amounling to Rs. 27.94 crores consisted
mainly of As. 25 crares on account of Corpus Fund and reinvestment of interest earnad
thereon.

IGNCA arranged, through the Department of Ads, UNESCO assistance during the
provious year lor holding the International Seminar-gum-Exhibition on 1he unified
theme of Space and also for a sludy lour of cultural complexes abroad. In the currért
year, the UNMESCO General Conference adopted a Resolution aulhorising the
launching of an integrated project at the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Ars 1o
demonstrate the feasibility and development ol data bages on ars and cultoral
heritage of South East Asia and to prowide the necessary funds for the purpose. The
preparation of the integrated project had been iaken up by the Centre. Through
another Resalution, the UNESCO approved the proposals, made lor greater emphasis
on the supply of inventories and mulli-media documertation of the lost cultural
propedies to the countries ol Lheir arigin. Also Ikrough yel ancther Resoletion
sponsored, through Department of Arts, 1he UNESCO approved the convening of a
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Regianal Workshop for Asta and the Pacific ragion lor Jaunching a few pilot projects at
selected Centres of excellence for {ifestyle studies using, sophisticated medern
information technology to facilitate cross-cultura! understanding, perceptions and
knowledge of lifestyles of different communities. Participation of the Indira Gandhi
MNational Centre for 1he Arts in the intgr governmental Cultural Exchange Programmes
with Poland, Frange, Metherlands, USSR, Belgium, Cuba, Greece, [taly, Morway,
Czechoslovakia, Finland, Yugoslavia and Hungary was also arranged through the
Department of Arts, Contacts have been established with a large number of other
countries for exchange of cultural source materiat on India and olher Asian countries
in the first instance by way of reprographic copies and other jorms ol documentation,

Housing for slaff was one of the difficult problems that was faced by the Centre on its
tormation. Thraugh the good offices of the Ministry of Urban Development, a decision
has been obtained from the Union Cabinet o allow the retention of Government
quarters for two years by those Government employees who come over Lo the service
of the Centre on deputation, re-amployment or olherwise during the period of initial
stages of the formation of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts Trust. Cabinet
decision has also been obtained that 15 flats of Asiad Village complex may be allotted
o the Centrg for housing its employees.

Framing Byelaws, Rules and Regulations governing the administrative and financial
aclivities of a new organisation is always an important, urgent and yet uphill task, as it
is on this foundation that the future edifice of the entire organisation depends. Efforts
have been made in this direction and the Satradhdra Division is drafting Byelaws,
Servige Rules and Recruitment Rules. These are at various stages of consideration
and will be placed before the Executive Cammittes for its consideration when ready.
However, in the meanwhile, orders regulating the rates of daily allowance and
entitlement to the various alternate modes of travelling have been finalised and
issued.

Bullding Complex

The Prime Minister annoonced an Intermational Design competition for the
building-complex on November 19, 18B5. A secrelariat with a Professional Adviser
was established and the compelition announced in all pars of the world.

The compeatition evoked enthusiastic response from Indian and foreign architects.
Initially, 926 architects applied; 684 were registered. 194 design submissions were
received from 37 countries (including India), The technical dossiar of this competition
as also the manner in which the design compelition was conducted has beean
applauded by the professional community, including the International Union of
Architects, Paris.

An international jury, comprising the following:

{1} Shri B.Y. Doshi, India

[2Y Mr. James Stirling, U.K,

{3} Mr Fumihiko Maki, Japan

{4) Mr. Olufermi Majekodunmi, Nigeria
{5) Shri AP. Kanvinde, India

{6y Dr. (Mrs.) Kapila ¥aisyayan, India
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{7} Shri Habib Rehman, India
(8) Mr. Geofrey Bawa, 5ri Lanka
{3) Mr. Frei Otta, FR.G.

met in early Novernber 1986 for judging the entries. The internaticnal Jury adjudged
entries in accordance with the normal regulations of strict secrecy and anonymity. The
Prire Minister opened a sealed cover on the 19th November 1986 at a function held in
vigyan Bhavan. This was the first time that the Jury members themselves became
aware of the names of the winners of the design competilien.

The first prize of As. 10 lakhs was awarded to the design submitted by Mr. Ralph
Lermer, an architect from Princeton, U.5.A.

The second prize of Rs. 5 lakhs was awarded to the design entry by Mr. Gautam
Bhatia, an architect from Delhi, India.

The third prize of Rs. 3 1akhs was shared equally by Ms. Francoise-Helene Jourda of
France, Mr. David Jerey Dixon of Londan and Mr. Alendanxros Tombasis of Greece.

Censequent upon announcement of the Jury Awards, as per terms of Ihe
International Competition, the prize money was distributed to the winness an Sth
December, 1886. Prize to Prof. Ralph Letner, was given by Shri P.K. Kaul, Indian
Ambassador in LL.S.A. at a function organised in the Embassy.

For exacution of the Project, & Building Committee was constituled in July, 1387
with the following compaosition:

Chairman:
1. Shri Abid Hussain

Eminent Architects:
2. 5hri J.N. Bhalla,
Chaimman of the Indian Council of Architecture
3 Shri AF. Kanvinde,
Member of the International Jury
4. 5hri Ranjit Sabikhi,
Frofessional Advizer to the Campetilion

Gavernment Rapresanlatives:
5. Secretary. Urban Development
6. Secratary, Expenditure

Members of the IGNCA Trust

7. 5Smt. Pupul Jayakar

8. Shri H.Y. Sharada Prasad
8, Dr. {Mrs.) Kapila Vatsyayan

Member-Secrefany:
10. Shri K.D. Bali

The Building Committee has also approved Indian Architect who shall be
associated with Prof. Ralph Lerner for the building project.
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Approval for US based Censultants for Structural Designs, Electrical and Mechani-
cal Engineering Services as also their Indian Associate Consultants has been
communicated to Prof. Ralph Lerner after due deliberations in the Building
Committee. Keeping in view the unigque requirements of the various Divisions of
IGMCA, after series ol discussions with the professianals and experts and considara-
tign ir the Building Committee, 1he Architect has been communicated special features
to be incarparated in the design, Precise site surveying was required to be carried out
covering all aspects such as roads, sewer lines, water supply lines, existing trees, elc.
This has been completed.

Approval for the project has alsa been obtained from Deihi Urban Art Commission,
Central Vista Commiltee and also relaxation for height restrictions for construction in
this area has been obtained from the Ministry of Urban Development Detailed
examination has been done by the Horticuliural Department of the DDA for idenlifying
the lrees which shouid be retained if necessary by transplantation. The Archilect has
also been advised to locate the building in such a manner that minimum number of
trees are alfected.

{n the plot measuring 22.349 acres that was allolted in the Central Vista area for
construction of iGNCA Building Complex, there were 208 servant quarters vacation of
which posed many serious problems, as most of the residents were living in these
quarters for decades. With the intervention of Secretary to Ihe Prime Minister,
Secretary Defence and Lt Governor, Delhi, vacation of these quarters was peacefully
achieved and demolilion is in progress. Only area now remaining to be vacated and
‘handed over to the IGNCA is Bungalow at Mo. 3 Dr. Rajendra Prasad Hoad, cccupied
by Central Vigilance Commission, who have been allotted allernative accommodation

Jin Bikaner House bul are yel to shilt there.

A sum of Rs. 3.9 crores was provided as Building grant 1o the IGNCA through
Budget of the Department of Arls for the year 1987-88 and Rs. 4 ¢rores have been
provided for the 1988-88,

ANNEXURE —1
Indira Gandhi Matlonal Centre for the Arls
Kalh Nidhl Enlh Kods Janzpacis Sampadd  Kall Dankena Birradhdin
A A A A A
Relerence Library Kalatattvakoga  Acquisition Collaction Personne|
B ) B B a
Hational Inlarmalion  Walzmdlasastra Permanent Baltery  Exhibitions and  Finange 8 Accounts
Syslem and Data Bank of Rock Ar Seminars
c L™ c c c
Cultural Archives Reprint Series Hesearch of Life- Comcumien Lation Heouse Keepimg
Shyte Stdies, Loka
Parampard & Ksolra
Sampadi
[ 1] D (8] D
Area Calleciion Encyclopasdia  Children Section & Preceedings 2hd  Building Project
Project Puppel Theatra Puklicalions
E
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