For Users

Plan and procedure

The text of this dictionary is divided in paragraphs. Each paragraph deals with a
single head word along with its compounds, phrases and derivatives. To avoid
repetition compounds and phrases are usually truncated. For indicating truncation three
signs are used. For example, see the head word 7Y :

(i) ~ &g means HY &g (separated);
(ii) *&a means HYF (without hyphen);
(iii) -HIT means HHY-HT (with hyphen).

Each paragraph contains all or any of the items in the following order : (i) Head
word. In deep Nagari fount; (ii) Pronunciation. In deep Roman fount. In the first place
standard pronunciation is given. It is followed by popular one, if any; (iii) Etymological
or other linguistic note. Within square brackets; (iv) Notation of the word-class or parts
of speech. Italicized; (v) Number of senses in case there are many; (vi) Definition
(meaning). In Maithili with examples (Italicized), whenever needed; (vii) Definition. In
English; (viii) Subordinate words, i.e. compounds, phrases and derivatives. In deep

Naragi; (ix) Class of subordinate words. Italicized; (x) Definition of subordinate words.
In Maithili as well as in English.

All words whether head or subordinate are arranged strictly in alphabetical order
of Nagari script as shown at page xxix.

It is to be noted that regarding the alphabetical order there is no unanimity among
the users of Nagari script. This dictionary does not follow the tradition prevalent in
Hindi dictionaries; instead it follows the tradition of the great Indologists and native
pandits like Sir Monier Monier Williams, V. 5. Apte and others in their Sanskrit
dictionaries; like George Abraham Grierson, R. L. Turner, Mahavaiyakaran Dinabandhu
Jha in Maithili; and like Haricharan Bandyopadhaya in Bengali. The noteworthy points
of difference are briefed below.

(i) We have preferred conjuct consonant to anusvar+consonant. Thus you will find
here 31g, o=+, &, 37 and & (in the sequence of Fa7, Fe i, Zaif, daif and 9a7)
and will not find 3, F9, &3, 3T and 99 (in the sequence of 3TEEN).
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(ii) STHATHST or nasality accurately expressed by ==ifdg or a crescent with a dot
over it is not a sound but only a quality of vowel-sound, and as such has no place in the

Nagari/Indian alphabet. So in considering the sequence of words ¥=[s is altogether
ignored. For example you will find ST after 37T (not near ).

(iii) 79%ER or real nasal sound (which is not followed by any stop and therefore
cannot be converted to a nasal consonant) stands after 3ff in Nagari/Indian alphabet.
Accordingly 37i7¥15 will be found after 3T and so 3l — 31 — & : IS — FHag=i

— TR

(iv) &, T and ¥ are not separate letters, but only conjuncts : & + § =&, 4+ (=%
and 1 + 31 = §. Accordingly they are placed here in the series of %, T and S respectively.

(v) InMaithili ¥ and ¥ in certain positions are pronounced as ST and ¥ respectively.
In tatsama (Sanskrit) words they are always spelt with & and ¥ respectively and placed
here following that spelling.

(vi) Maithil tongue prefers ¥ to 91 Yet ¥ is retained in spelling out Sanskrit words
and also in their pronunciation. But in the words of other sources ¥ is usually replaced

by H. So you will find R (not '-'ﬁl?), I (not Q'Iﬂfﬁl), TG (not HIF).

(vii) For the sake of convenience some words are placed out of order. Mostly such
deviation is done where a verb ending with °¥ stands as a head word. In such cases °§
is often ignored in determining the position of their derivatives. For example, the nouns
U%F and AT stand under the verb J&& and YIS respectively though their proper place
woud be above their verbs. In some cases such dispaced words are shown in their proper
place by means of reference entries. For example see TG and TR+

Variant and Standard Forms

Words in this dictionary appear generally only in standard form, while Maithili
problematically abounds in phonetic and orthographic variants. So if you fail to find
any word due to the multiplicity of variants, the table below (on page xiv) will help
you. Find out the letter of your word in the first column, convert that letter to one
appearing in the third column and then search the same in this dictionary, you will
most probably succeed to get it. For example if you meet with the word 37&+ and
fail to find it in this dictionary, convert 37 to T search the word T&EH, you will find
the same, and take 3T&7 to be a variant of T&. The table itself provides ample

examples.
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Table to show converson of non-standard form to standard one.

Variants Standard
Letters Words Letters , Words
< AG, T, AT q U&EH, T, TfE
378 YA, 33EA, FE% T U, TEH, &9
313 hIST, I34r AT Hr3T, =
g FHE, 9Ed S e, 9Es
& ad, 94 3 P, g9
Y g, @Y 3 HFCAE, @TU
T o, ¥, 1o} 3T, FTe, IUE
Q &, W 21y T, I
3 3T, R 3l 3R, TR
i alix, ar=ly TR IR, =TT

&, &el, hew, 3d, H9 g, I I |31, Fou1, F0IH, <, F9

“ar sifr, =5, &1 =S S, OIS, &
5 Tfushl, Sy Z T=hl, 98
g Hfg, HE T AR, FR
L] ST, 3, 7Y o) 37T, 3T, HIY
q %, IR, I 33+ e, PR, 3T
/o |Ee, T 37/3T e, e
g gefrer, A, 9Ed 3 ST, A=, TR
q a4, aFR, 999 q s, 99T, 909
1 AL, SIUH, $TE g TS, TOH, TaL

How to construct words

There are two lists of suffixes or word endings (Table I and Table II) appended to
this dictionary for enabling to construct countless words not covered in the text of this
dictionary. So if you fail to find any word or any derivative/conjugational form, find
out the nearest head word in the dictionary, take out the radical part (i.e. one or two
initial syllables) from this word, find out the rest portion of the word sought in the
said lists, combine both, thus the desired word is constructed. Now read the definitions
of the radical word in the text and also of the suffix, you will grasp the meaning as
well. For example, if you seek the word @@=, find out the nearest head word
@4, take out 2@ as base, and find out the suffix “i%® in Table I, combine both,
<" + Wb = S@d is there. Other examples—3IE = 31§, (radical) + T (suffix from
the Table II) “marked”; F&d® = & (root) + AF (suffix from Table I) “(3rd person
non-honorific) will see”.
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