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Puppet Exhibition

The Puducherry Regional Centre identified "Rajappa Kalaikuzhu" Puppetry performer Shri
Kuppusamy, the son of National Awardee Shri Rajappa from Vadhanoor village. His family has
been performing the traditional puppet performance for more than 5 generations. All of the
puppets on display here are of various eras and these puppets are the personal collections
that the Puducherry Regional Centre of the IGNCA procured from the Kalaimamani Smt
Sundary, the wife of Sri Rajappa. All the Tholpavai (Puppets) have been made out of animal
skin mostly goat skin. It has been coloured with natural colours. Indira Gandhi National Centre
for the Arts, Puducherry Regional Centre is proud to take the responsibility and concern to
preserve the traditional ancient art form by presenting this exhibition.

There are 94 Puppets on display here. Created over three generations, puppets are on display
with their original excellence. Ramayana, Mahabharata figures, village deities, animals, birds,
etc. are displayed artistically. These works are attractive to foreigners, school students and
explorers alike. The aim of this exhibition is to make future generations feel the pride of this
land and benefit from these works of art
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Folk media is one of the most important parts of the world of communication. Folk media like
puppetry are close to the hearts and minds of the people, so their appeal is at a personal and
intimate level. From the beginning of civilization, till today, folk media has played a very crucial
role in any society. Puppets are an age-old part of India’s folk heritage. Believed to have
originated in India, the art of puppetry finds mention in the Tamil classic — Silappadikaaram
composed around the 1st — 2nd Century. The plots of puppet shows are mainly inspired by
religious texts such as Mahabharata, Ramayana, and the Puranic texts. Through narration,
music, and dance, puppets are a unique form of storytelling. Over the years, the art form has
evolved and taken many forms varying from region to region.

Tholpavaikoothu or Puppetry play (Shadow Puppet) is a famous ancient theatrical
performance in South India. Tholpavaikoothu is a compound word of three Tamil terms, “Thol”
meaning leather, “Pavai” meaning doll, and “Koothu” meaning play or drama. It is one of two
traditional Pavai Koothu that happened in southern India. The other one is
"Marappavaikoothu" also called “Bommalattam”. The only variation is Bommalattam uses
wooden dolls, while Tholpavaikoothu uses Leather dolls. Pavaikoothu (both Bommalattam
and Tholpavaikoothu) is first mentioned in Thirukkural, a 300 CE Tamil scripture.

The performance language uses Tamil, Sanskrit and Malayalam words. Like Mudiyettu and
Patayani, Tholpavaikoothu is also an art form that is dedicated to Bhadrakali in Kerala.

The Puppets of Tholpaavaikoothu were made of Deer skin in earlier days. But subsequently
they were typically made from Goat skin. The puppets are painted in vegetable dyes, as these
dyes last long. However now-a-days these puppets are even made with the use of plastic and
paper. But even nowadays the Traditional Puppetry shows are greatly admired by all.



Chief Guest: Thiru Lakshminarayanan, Hon’ble Minister for Tourism
Guest of Honour: Thiru Baskar @ Dhatchanamourthy., MLA, Ariyankuppam Constituency

In the presence of:  Prof. Sachidanand Joshi, Member Secretary,
Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts,
Ministry of Culture, New Delhi.

Director: Dr. Gopal J, Regional Director, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, Puducherry

Exhibition arrangement: Radja Perumal (Project Asst.) Dr KTV Ragahvan, (Asst. Prof.,)
Karthikeyan (Account officer), Baradhalingam ( Office Asst.)
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U&IECE] LDETIIL 60 6MLOIILD

Camebumemeu QUTLDEMLD & 6VOTSHTL &

gy Hrmosmss CjHg CHAW al@|hg QUOM S JrYUUTEN6T &6 "Freguum
HMEVSG (" CQUITDLOEIMLL.  &MeVET B GUUETDmW LGIEFCHS LOGEIL 6L MWD
SIEOLITEND &Sl gl. QeursH GHLUSHET 5 HOEL(POMEGLD GCLoeomrs LMLl
QumbLOELTL L H6m& H&PHS almA6De). QhiG STLHEHG MaUSSLILIL (H6Ten M6 s g
Cameoumemeus@pld  CleueluGalm &MedHams C&HTEIL G 6T6eTUgH SO §5658) Q1))
Comeoumsmeusel, QHATT &MHE CHAW &emew enOWGHE6T LG EFCH) LDGIIL 6D 6MLOWILD
gmyung & JryuuTeNsst el &Sameumoa SlHUE &hSFUNLO[HHE eUTmISIL
QemhHs QHTGLLSET HGW. CHTEL UMemed (QUTDENLOGET) UMETHGHID QLI LDUITEYILD
L 1g60T GHMeLMeL GQFLILIILLL 06l Q& QUINENS 6METIITIRIGHETTED 6UJERID LLFLILLL §).
QAo sMHH CHEW Hemev emdWl LHEFCHT LI emWGHeT &ML Qs
SEUSTL vl  goOUTEH QFeudledr  eLpeULDd, LMFLOUFIL LI6TITnLLUI  SH6m60  6Iq UGG L
LUTHISTEGLD QUITMILIENHLLD SHSSHEMMMIILD oM QUGmLILGEMS).

QriE 94 GCHML UTMEUGZET ST H&HEG MUSHLILIL (ReTeNG]. CLPGTM  HEMEL(LPMMSENTE
2 (HEUMSHSLILIL L Cameoumemeudsem  @eTmid Qumediey &EMHMWITLOEL SML§5G
MEUSSHLILL (B6Teng|.  [ILOMLIGTID, WaMTUTIHLD STLHUNL 6u(GHLD 2 (HeuURSET, HFID
G eemG &e6ll, aTlLMIG 6T, LImemeudet Gumetm LeGaumiUL L. CHTeLUITmeUSET Lhg LpSITeur
(Wpemmuied STLAIUEGSSIUL (Herernerr.  QeueNBILLeuF&eT, UeTell  LDTEUITEUITS6I,
ShUIUTaI&6eT GUITEITM I6MEITUMMUILD HEU(HLD QUCTII6UILD 2 61Teng @b LenL LIL|&HeT. Ml
usoLLILsenmer  @hg SHmeL QUIIHL&MET  QUBLISITL  HMEL(PEMMSBET &l Qb
LoGvuTeEledT  QUBemDemU] 2 6wl ULules CQUDGeum(BLD 6T60TUCSH QhG SHevursmL Hlulest
GMECHTaTTGLD.
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BTLGLUUD 261 SRIGEHT H&H6U6L QHMTLITL 2 6u&l6tT LG (PSEWIDTET LGS &L 6601 MMEGLD.
QumbeorLL1d Cumetm BT (HULM 261 &hiS6NT &SN QGUIMISEHSHGLD LDEIHRIS &G LD
Qb (5 &&LDMesTEmEY, 6T60TG6U SlaUf&HaMstT aNBLILUSHMNS ML SevillLL L MHMID Cb (I SHSLOMEDT
LLSS6L QHE HEMeLSET 2 6Tengl. HIHHHLD CHTEHMIL STLD (PGHEL Q6T U] 6THS
@@ FpsHHed  BILEUUD 261l ShisGeT W&  (PSAWL  LRSTHO6HSDSI.
QUMTDLOGOML L MG @bl  uMgLUFWSSHET  LLDEMIDWITET  &Hmew  CQUTSHOQLDTGLD.
AnHwireiled CaHmeTMuISHTE HLOULLGLD, QUITDLOEOML L& &Semevsnul UMM 1 (LPFHEL 2 yLd
BIHOI6meL @uHmau’ L. D urjuflwihlés  mreomet oIS &S SleL
GOUIL LU (ReTeng). LDQMTUMTSLD, JILOMLIGUID WMMID  LJmes HIe0&eT GUTETM  FLOU
[{TEL&ETEL FFSSLILLL. QUTDIDEVTL L & &ML &6l H60&&&HMMIGT (LPSHSHUILDTGLD. HmG,



@Qeng LMMID [BLEID CLP6VLD, QUTDIDELTLLID 6(h &eoNHHUDTET HmG CIFTLEV6L
QGAILTG. U  YOuG&anTs, CHTOUMDUSEOET  HMD  QGeID 2 (HeTs,
NyrHHWSHDOGS NJIHEWID LMMULG L6V elgeumiGeme 61(h&Sl6Teng).

CHMLLIMEMEUSHFGH G S16L60F CUITDLOELMTLL LD (HILPeL QUIMDEmLD) 6T60TLIG Q& 6atesilhHITaTNeL
USOEUMM ULPHISTL BIL& HSPFAUTGLD. CHTOLTMeUSHEaGS 6T6TLG CLpTM SO
QemmaefeT ol (h§F Q&FTELELMEGLD, “CHITL” 6TTMMEL GHIMEL, “LITEnEU” 6T6TMT6L  CLIMLDEMLD,
“Fo.H " 6160TMTEL BHML&LD. QFsiTeNHEHWTON6L BLbHSH @petoi(h LTILUFUI LM Fod glseNed
QLD (PSHIIDTETG. 601N "LOFLILITEDEI TS S]"

MHEMTETMI"CLTDLOEOMLL D" 6T60TMILD  SeDPSSUILUGHMS.  WIMILUTE  6T6oT6e0TCl6ETMITEL
QumbLoeOML L $&60 WL  QUTDMLGET LWTUGSSHLILGE6TmeT, HCH &Fowid CHmed
LUTemeUsad G CHTEL QUMDMGMET LWLTUGRSHEME. UTMeUSasH (CILITDLOEVNL L LD
LOHMID  CHTEL UMMeUFadGl) UMM (WHETUNGOlL SHLOID Ceuglomssr  H(h&GMmeleL
GOUIL LU (Remengl. Qurgieurd Qng CHmeoumsmerl BHspaNeL QFUILSHMeT 2GSl 65T
QFWEOLLE (p(p Smguilert LMhns GSMISW GChrsHGeoGW Qeualiu(BéSEHFalqll SHmev
hspenel BLHHON (Pigujd.  WIgLWIL G, usmLwiewil CumerGm CHMed UMemelFndGILD
Capenmeiley LGHTSTENGEG SHTLILWNSSLILLL. 6(H H6MEV 6MIGILDTGLD.

GCameL UMMEUSHFaGHSH60T CUTDLOGOML LD CUGLUTYID SihF HTeuGHSleL LomesT G&HMeumed
Qi Lened  gpeormed  LNeoTentf  Slemeu  QUTGIeUTS QL lgedr  CHTEOl6ITTeL
QewwIu@SleiTmest.  @uisLLIM6T FMURIGET Beooi  smeold  Blgd@  6T6TUSHTe,
Ggmeoumemeuuiled QUINENS FMLMISETTEL 6UF6UUID LLFLLLL 6v. 6Tevllgnild HHCUTEH Qb
QumbeLNLL D QB&AL, sTHGD GCuTETm QumpLset Qameo(  CEFuwiL@GSHesTment.
sP&ESHeL umpbuflfGs @b CQUTDET L  &mevemwl HaDSS LTS OIS
GmOeureEGeal 2 emeresy. @Q@UNaID uryufll Cmeoumemer  HsLpe| T60CELTTEYILD
78&&LILERUS 66U GO 55868
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(W 6tTesNlemev: Cupm&flwy s&fgnengs Coread,
o _mIfleor Q& uwleomeniy,
QBT HMHEH CHAWIGMEL MLOIILD, LG HleLEOL.
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QAT SMHEH CHAW &m0 MLOIILD, LiGHIFCHIS
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LUTISSTEEST ( HLL @Qemeuunimen)), LFSHeORISLD (6660 s
2_gewimen).



