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First of its kind rock art

Arockartinleh

exhibition in 1ty

0P PHOTO

Bhubaneswar, May 17: The Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA), New Delhi, is organising a
Rock Art Fest in collaboration with the
Orissa State Museum (OSM), Bhubaneswar.
The fest exhibiring the ‘World of Rock Art”
on the eve of International Museum Day
will be open to the public from June 18
to 23 at the State museum.

The exhibition, which is a part of the
IGNCA’s National Project on Rock Art,
focuses on creating general awdreness about

S Creati K of human beings.

Rock art contain fascinatingstories of
human civilisation, lifestyles, cultures, be-
liefs and practices. The aesthetic sensitiv-
ity that was stamped in rock art portrayed
how the early man and people of differ-
ent tribes and communities lived.

BL Malla, Project Director of IGNCA,
says, “Men took to the art form as there
was no other way of recreating their feel-
ings and emotions. Rock art is as old as
human civilisation. We even call it picto-
ria.llangmgr,:sdxpeoplcofd\cﬂ&mon' ic
era took up the art form as a mode of com-
munication,”

This is incidentally India’s first ever
rock art exhibition and will be taken to many
other states. “We received an overwhelming
response from across the country. We are
glad that the State provided us with two
galleries for the exhibition,” says Dr Malla.

The exhibition ar the State Museum
will showease the various rock art excavations
and collections focusing on eastern India.
The rock art documentation of Naldeh,
Golpur, Bhimlat and Gambhirpura in
Rajasthan, Sabarkanth in Gujarat, and
Chilling Valley, Trishal and Domkhar in
Leh are part of the exhibition along with
pictures from other States,

Dr Malla says, “From time immemo-
rial men started to record the world around

them and their activities for the benefit of
their successors. They lived in natural
caves and shelters which they decorated
with paintings and engravings. The topic
of these was everything they saw, heard and
felt around thern. This prehistoric art
comes to signify underlying philosophies
and the worldview of the ancient people
and rells us about the soul of communi-
ties, thoughts, belief systems and emotions.
These art forms, as some scholars have sug-
gested, go ‘_Em_c'k some 30,000 years.”

Orissa is forrunate enough as it has a
great concentratior1 of prehistoric rock
art. The rock art sites in the State are dis-
wribured in the districis of Bargarh, Curtak,
Jharsuguda, Kalahandi, Khurda,
Mayurbhanj, Nuapada, Sambalpur,
Sundargarh and Sambalpur. These dis-
tricts account for the highest concentra-
tion of rock art sites because of their
favourable geographical locations. The
western part of the State is an extension
of the Chhotnagpur Platcau and the
Chhattisgarh basin. The geo-morpho-
logical set up of the art rock sites of cen-
tral India accounts for more than a third
of the country’s rock art hentage. Although
there arc a large number of rock shelters
in these geological formations, rock art is
found in a few of them cnly.

The present exhibition on the world of
rock art is in tune with thie theme of the
International Museum Day, as it displays
thematic universality of this art form, to
which botly tangible and intangible aspects
of the heritage are aSSGCi&tt(F

PK Rath, Superintendent of the State
Museum, is of the view that the IGNCA
and the Museum and also ICOM share a
common vision of safeguarding heritage
for the benefir of society.

The formal inauguration cenemony of the
event will be held May 18 at 11.30 am. ewn
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Exhibition on the World of Rock Art at Odisha state Musem,
ﬁ_l'!qbanas_war

Report by Odisha Diary bureaw, Bhubaneswar: Rock art = a form of prehistonc art. All the evidences of
the prehistonic art are utilised in the studies of Riock art.

In fact, Riock art of the world is a fascinating saga of human endesvour o ranslate his aesthetic sensitiity
o reality. From time immemonal the: early man started to record his world amound him and his actiities for
the life sustenance and bo bring forth his progenies to flourish.

He lived in is natual caves and shelters which he decorated with paintings and engravings; the subject
matters he could see in nature and life arownd hime This prehistoric art comes o signify underlying
philesophies and the woridview of the ancient people, and tells us about the soul of the community, its
thoughts, belief and emotions. These records with high maturity as estimated by scholars perhaps go back
o 30,000 years which could well be presumed their much earier existenceDstated Or. B. L. Malla, Project
Director, IGNCA, Mew Delhi, introducing the exhibition on the World of Rock Art jointhy organised by IGNCA,
Mew Dedhi and COSM, Bhubaneswar, on the eve of the Intemational Museum Day from 18th May to 23md
June, 2013 at OEM. The exhibition is in fact a part of the IGNCACs MabSonal Project on Rock Art which
gves 3 top prionty for creating general asaremess for school children, college and university students and
general masses about this first creative act of the man_

The exhibition was inaugurated by the Chief Guest Diebi Prasad Mishra, Minister for Agriculture. fisheries &
Animal Resources Development, Housing and Uirban Development, Gowt. of Odisha. The Guest of Honour
wias Dr. Mivedita Mohanty. The function was presided over by Sn Sushl Kumar Das, OAS (SAG), Direchor
and Additional Secretary, Depariment of Culture. All these dignitaries highlighted on the need o revive
mterest in Rock Art among Scholars, Students and (General masses and the leading role to be played by the
museums in this regards. According fo Sha P. K. Rath, Supesintendent, O5M the present exhibition
organisad by KEMNCA in Bhubaneswar is a welcome shep towands the popularization on Rock A in our
State. Because Oudisha is forfunate encwgh fo have a great conceniration of prehistoric rock art but we lack
n awareness about the importance of this precious heritage.

On this oceasion the IGMCA also omganised a workshop and teo special lectures on the subject to achieved
desired objectives. A workshop for the school chidren was onganised in OSM on 18th may, 2013 from
10.00 AM, which was well received. One special lecture on the Riock Art of Odisha and its consenvation
status was defivered by renowned scholar Dr. Devananda Beura.

Cr. Beura ohserved that there is deeper interest seeing all over the Eurcpe in Rock Art consenation and
studies in comparison o India. He lamented that efforts should be made to revive: interest towards rock art
among the scholars and shudents of younger generation.

Anciher special lecture on the Rock Art of Odsha and its Iiving tradiions would be delvered by another
renowned scholar Prof. Jagannath Dash on 18th may, 2013 at 11.30 AM at O5M.
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L1230 £ Housing and Urban

Minister Debi Prasad Mishra going round the State Musoum on the occasion of International
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Web Page on Palm Leaf Heritage Launched

i Bhubaneswar: A dedi-
i cated web page on palm leaf
: heritage of Odisha was
i Jaunched on the occasion of
i International Museum Day
i atthe State Museum hereon
i Saturday. The web page is
I embedded in official website
of Odisha State Museum.
While Jaydev's Geeta Gov-
inda is-the first digitised
manuseript to be uploaded

- to this web page, more man-
 uscripts on different topics
“will be put up on the page

__~. which will soon be developed

¢ intoa full-fledged website in
: ayear’stime by the National
Informaties Centre (NIC).

Museum Superintendent
PK Rath said rare manu-
seripts in possession of the
State Museum have been
digitised and catalogued as
17,804 items divided into 27
sections. “All the items will
be uploaded to the website.
This will be of help to schol-
ars who visit the museum to
study the manuscripts. For
now on, they do not have to
come to the museum as they
can easily download these
manuscriptssitting athome,”
he said. :

While the first 20 to 25
pages can be downloaded
free of cost, people would

'have to pay for downloading
pages beyond that. Charges

will be higher for commercial
use of the digitised format of
manuscripts. ‘

Sambeet Panda, a scientist
of NIC whoiis associated with

the project, said under the
Central Government’s Na-
tional Manuscript Mission,
a special scanner was pro-
cured by the State Museum
through which all the rare
manuseripts were scanned
and digitised.

“We would upload all the
manuscripts to this web page
and then go ahead with de-
signing the website. The
website design will be in the
format of Google Books. The

entire procedure will take

one year,” he said.

Housing and Urban De- :
velopment Minister Debi :-
the web page, said steps :

‘should be taken for dissemi- :

nation of knowledge of tan- :
gible and intangible heritage :
of Odisha to the youths.

An exhibition on rock art :
organised by Indira Gandhi :
National Centre for the Arts !
(IGNCA), New Delhi, was
inaugurated on the occasion. :

toring protection of teraples
and other heritage sites. ;
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Cave art treat at museum

Minati Singha | Tnn

Bhubaneswar: The World of
Rock Art — an exhibition of
more than 100 paintings, photo-

graphs and replicas of some of

the most well known cave arts
from across the world, got un-
derway at the State Museum
here on the occasion of Interna-
tional Museum Day on Satur-
day. The event, organized in col-
laboration with Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Art,
aimed at creating awareness
among school and college stu-
dents and general public about
the pre-historic art forms. On
the very first day, the event drew
a large number of viewers —
from art experts to school stu-
dents.
liest forms of human art. Some
dition alive. It is a reminder of
the practices of our forefa-
thers,” said superintendent of
themuseum P K Rath.

The exhibition gives art con-
nmsseursarareopporunﬂtyto

Visitors enjoy the exhibition atme'smﬁ;mjuseuin

Sdrlﬁ:ans

on Saay

Saura in Odisha, Rathwa-Bhils
in Gujarat and Warlis in Maha.-
rashira.

sraphsaf petmglvphs (rock en-

Souroessmdlnd:ahuusw inCe

oneof thelargest, richestand di-
verse repositories of rock art
vary from each other on the ba-

sisof themesand style. “Atsome
p}aces these rock arts are very
rudimentary while in other
places they are nolessthan mas-
terpieces. These art forms that
have survived hundreds of

backmso,mt:yeamltfeatures'-f

living art traditions of Lanjia-

tams Morocco, Messak, Libya,
Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia, Chi-
naand others.

A cave art workshop was al-
so organized for school chil-
dren. “Ihavecomemthmychﬂ
dren, who have participated in
theart workshop. Itisniceto see
prehistoric paintings dating
back thousands of years,” said

-Kn-thnaweParida, ahousewife.

Theexhibition will continue till
June?23.




SIX-DAY MOBILE ROCE ART SHOW EICE-STARTS IN CITY

Sunday, 19 May 2013 | SEFALI SUMAN | BHUBANESWAR
Bate - 115 Like: 0

The Indira Gandhi National Cemtre for Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi, in association with the Odisha
State Museum (OSM), organised The World of Rock Art Exhibition on the sidehines of the
International Museum Day on May 18 here.

In the world-class exhibition, aroond 250 photographs of rock arts apd =ix to eight replicas were showecased.
This is the first time such a type of exhibition is being organised im the State.

IGHCA Project Director Dr BL Malla said the objective behind the exhibition is to create awareness among
schonl-going children, college, university students and common people abomt the creative art. The laymen can
kmow that they have rock arts i their vicinity and they have to preserve it, be asserted.

Fock art is the heritage of common people with natural pigment and colours. Withont the help of common
people, it is not possible to preserve them, he added.

Malla also said the exhibition will give inputs to the research scholars and academicians. The rock arts from the
prehistoric time to the present have been exhibited here, he informed.

“Thizs it a mobile exhibition. Before Odisha, we have showcased these rock arts in Delhi, Eanaras and
Guwahati,” said project coordinator Pahas Mohanty, adding the mission is to create interest and awaremess
about the art among multidisciplinary groups.

The six-day exhibition was mangurated by Chief Guest Apriculture, Fisheries and Animal Resources
Development Minister Debi Prasad Mishra. Tourism and Cuolture Principal Secretary Ashok Emmar Tripathy
attended as a Guest of Honoor. The fumction was presided over by Director and Additional Secretary,
Department of Cultare, Sushil Eumar Das.

05M Superintendent PE Fath said the exhibition is a welcome step towards the popularization of rock art in
onur State. Odisha having a great concentration of prehistoric rock art needs its people to be aware of thedir
importance and preservation.

On the occasion, IGMCA also organised a workshop and lectures on rock art. A special lecture om rock art of
Ondisha and its living traditions wonld be delivered by remowned scholar Prof Jagannath Dash on May 19 on the
O5M premises, said sources.
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Art of aborigines on display

- Ancient carvings, paintings on rock from India & beyond
PRATYLUSH PATRA

Bhubaneswar, May 21: The 2-D animation flick The Croods gave us an inkeresing
insight into the arfistic skills of abonigines with Papa caveman Grug imparting rock
ant lessons enthusiastically bo his childnen.

75 But if you haven't had the opporbunity to waich the adwenture comedy, theme's
3 nothing to womy about. You can obseree the evolution of carvings and scrapings.
- over different eras at a rock art exhibition under way at the Odisha State Museum's
godden jubilee floor.

I The eshibition, which has been omanised by Indira Gandhi Mational Centre for the
Bhubaneswar. Picire by ASMWINES Arte in collaboration with Odisha State Museum, has been divided in two galleries.
Fatl While one displays rock art of India, the other tums the spotlight on continents
dabbling in this ancent art form.

Indian rock art, as depicted here, varies from region to region in tone and texdure. The artwork in northemn parts of the
couniry such as Jammu and Kashmir was exchisively petroglyphic (a canding or line drawing on rock), especially one
made by prehistone people while those found in Leh and Ladakh exudes Buddhist affiliations. The eastemn zone had
characteristic monochromatic paintings. Pictures of geometnic motifs and animal designs found in Sundergarh distnict
of Odiisha also adom the cave walls.

While westem India had abundance of anthropomorphic petroglyphs and paintings, south India was replete with
animal figures from Meclithic age n states such as Andhva Pradesh and Kamataka and megalithic burials in Tamd
Madu.

The art and culhre of Rathwa (Gujarat), Warli (Maharashira) and Lanjia Saora (Odisha) tribes also grabbed eyeballs.
“The exhibition is indeed a repository of knowledge. It helped a great deal in wnderstanding rock art of different
reggions. It darified my percepiion abowt a kot of things,” said Swushmita Maik, who s pursuing MPhil in history at Utkal
University here.

Similarly, pictures and replicas put on display in the other gallery nammates how rock art was found in the dense forest
of Indonesia, arid deserts of Sahara, deep caves of France, steep canyons of Califomia, open grounds of Australia
and other nook and comers of the world. it showeased arworks as simple as geometrical lines, from the panaramites
tradiion of Ausiralia to proper designs of Chumash people of Califomia

Supemntendent of the museum PK. Rath believes that the exhibition will create awareness about rock art among the
citizens. "Odisha's rich collecton of pre-historc rock art is our heritage and needs to be preserved.” said Rath.

School and college students are visiting the exhibition in hordes, even on weskdays. The exhibition that commenced
on the occasion of Internabonal Museurmn Day on May 18 is on till June 23,
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Bhuban-eshwar hosts rock concert to preserve heritage art

The Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts (IGNCA), in association with the Odisha State Museum (05M), omganised the rock
art exhibition in Bhubaneshwar on the occasion of the International Museum Doy,
The renowned museum showcased around 250 photographs of rodk arts and six to eight replicas of the preserved art.

Project director of the Indira Gandhi Mational Centre for Arts, BL Malla said that the aim of the exhibition wes to create
awareness among the students and locals about the prehistoric art.

"From this exhibition we are tndng to gulp the gap between those things, it is not the history we are trving o oeate the
histoiry, Based on the prehistory we are trying to connect, make the history besed on the depictions whidch the prehistoric
man made berause at that point there was no script or there was no language that s why we call these picures the

pictorial language,” said Malla.

The six-day exchibition was inaugurated by provincal agriculture fisheries and animal resources development: minister Diebi
Prasad Mishra.

Workshop and lectures on rock art were also organised a5 a part of the six day event, where students from various schools
Spedial lectures and seminars akso enthralled the visitors,

"Earier I did not have knowledge about rock art, but after visiting the rock art museum I got to keamn a lot of new things an
felt very nice. I got to know about the technigues they used to make the paintings what all items did they use in the old
age,” said a participant, Abhipsa Singh.

Rock art & form of prehistoric art. From time immemorial the early man started to record his word around him,

As in the prehistoric world, sign language was used to depict or corvey any emotions or expression. Human endesvour to
translate assthetic activity into reality is the most the fasdnating sega of the early times.

The early man used to decorate the rocks in which they used 1o lve.

Therefore, the exhibition was an effort to spread the knowledge about: the early times.
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Bhubaneshwar hosts rock concert to preserve heritage art

Ewrope Sun (AN Sunday 19t Moy, 2013

The Indira Gandhi Hational Centre for Arts (GHCA), in association with the Odisha State Museumn (O5M),
arganised the rock art exhibition in Bhubaneshwar on the accasion of the International Museum Day.
The rencwnied museum showcased around 250 photographs of rock arts and six to eight replicas of the
preserved art.

Project director of the Indira Gandhi Hational Centre for Arts, BL Malla said that the aim of the
exhibition was to create awareness among the students and locals about the prelistoric art.

"From this exhibition we are trying to gulp the gap between those things, it is not the history we are
trying to create the history. Based on the prehistony we are trying to connect, make the history based
on the depictions which the prehistoric man made because at that point there was no script or there
was no language that is why we call these pictures the pictorial language,” said Malla.

The six-day exhibition was inaugurated by provincial agriculture fisheres and animal resources
development minister Debi Prazad Mishra.

Workshop and lectures on rock art were also organised as a part of the siz day event, where students
from variows schools participated.

Special lectures and seminars also enthralled the visitors.

Ewrope Sun (AN Sundgy 19t Moy, 2013

Special lectures and seminars also enthralled the visitors.

"Earlier | did not have knowledge abouwt rock art, but after visiting the rock art mussum | got to learn a
lot of mew things an felt very mice. | got to know about the techmigues they used to make the paintings
what all items did they use in the old age,” said a participant, Abhipsa Singh.

Rock art iz form of prehistonic art. From time immemoral the early man started to record his world
around him.

Az in the prehistoric world, sign language was used to depict or Cconvey any emotions or exXpression.
Human endeavour to translate aesthetic activity into reality is the most the fascinating zaga of the
early times.

The early man used to decorate the rocks in which they used to live.

Therefore, the exhibition was an effort to spread the knowledge about the early times. [AMI).
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