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Indira Gandhi National Centre
for Arts, New Delhi, National
Gallery of Modern Art, |
Bengaluru and Archeological
Survey of India, Bangalore
Circle: Inauguration of “The World of |
Rock Art” exhibition, National Gallery
of Modern Art, Manikyavelu Mansion,
49, Palace Road, 4 p.m. .f
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P Nagar, 7.30 pm.
Indira Gandhi National Centre for
the Arts, Archaeoclogical Survey of
India and National Gallery of Mod-
ern Art: Inauguration of “ The World
of Rock Art” exhibition by Prof A
Sundara, Karnataka Unjversity, Dhar-
wad, Pravin Srivastava, Director Gen-
eral, Archaeological Survey of India,
New Delhi, participate, NGMA premis-
F§ es, Manikyavelu Mansion, Palace /
Road, 4 pm.
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Bangalore: How did humankind por-
tray its earliest expressions? A visit to
the World of Rock Art offers some an-
swers. This exhibition of pictographs
(rock paintings) and petroglyphs (en-
gravings, carvings, brushings and cup
marks usually confined to open rocks
and boulders) unveils the fascinating sa-

 gaof human endeavour to translate aes-

thetic sensitivity into reality.

Put up at the National Gallery of
Modern Art (NGMA), the exhibits, num-
beringover 100, record the world of early
man and his activities for life suste-
nance. The rock artefacts on display are
from Africa, Europe, Australia, North
Americaand South America.

There are a number of items from
Karnataka among the exhibits. They in-
clude human figures, a feline creature
from Halkundi in Bellary and a humped
bull in Krokal in Bellary. The other rock

ROCK OF AGES: Archaeological experts
browse the collection at the World of Rock
Art exhibition at NGMA on Tuesday

art items depict the killing of the rain
bull (South Africa), chariot and chario-
teer (Tarssedjebest, Algeria), Native

American petroglyphs of California, en-
gravings of giraffes at Dabous in Afri-
ca’s Niger and colourful geometric pat-
terns of chumash paintings from San
Emigdio, California. ;

to the Archaeological
Survey of India, alarge number of rock
art sites has been discovered by schol-
ars in Karnataka. These are concen-
trated largely in north Karnataka. In
south India, rock art sites are distrib-
uted across the four states and in Kar-
nataka the main concentrations are in
Badami, Belgaum, Bagalkot, Gadag,
Koppal, Kalburgi, Bellary, Chitradur-
ga, Bijapur, Uttara Kannada, Udupi
and Shimoga.

Commenting on the vandalization of
the arts, archaeological experts like A
Sundaraand Pravin Srivastava, director
general, ASL, felt the need to educate peo-
ple on rock arts so that they are pre-
served for posterity

The exhibition is on till Januax:y 3.
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‘Read folk literature to
understand rock art’

Staff Reporter

BANGALORE: “For money, we
will sell our country. We have
lost our heritage for a few
pennies,” said A. Sundara, re-
tired professor in the Depart-
ment of Ancient History and
Archaeology, Karnatak Uni-
versity, Dharwad. He was de-
livering a special lecture on
‘Rock art of southern India:
Neolithic to early historical’
which was part of the inaugu-
ration of the exhibition ‘The
world of rock art’ at the Na-
tional Gallery of Modern Art
(NGMA) here on Tuesday.
The exhibition, organised
by the NGMA, Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA), New Delhi and the
Archaeological Survey of In-
dia, Bangalore circle, is on till
January 3, 2014 at the NGMA
(closed on Mondays). The ex-
hibition is part of the IGN-

CA’s national project on rock
art which gives top priority
for creating general aware-
ness among school children,
college and university stu-
dents and the general public
about this first creative art of
humankind.

Lamenting the lack of
study and conservation of an-
cient rock art, Prof. Sundara
cited the example of a con-
tract with the Japanese to im-
port granite from Ilkak.

Speaking about the need

for the conservation of rock l

art, he said: “Some art forms

still exist and they have done |

so for thousands of years.
People should write papers
and take it to the villagers.
They usually say that they
have seen the art forms but
did not know of its impor-
tance. Read folk literature to

know the meanings of the |’

rockart.”
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ern Art: “The World of Rock Art” ex-
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