
1 
 

 

A Report on Multidisciplinary 

Orientation Workshop on Rock Art 

at 
Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany, Lucknow 

HELD ON 

11th  December, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORGANIZED BY 

INDIRA GANDHI NATIONAL CENTRE FOR THE ARTS (IGNCA)  
AND 

BIRBAL SAHNI INSTITUTE OF PALAEOBOTANY, LUCKNOW 

 



2 
 

 

The multidisciplinary orientation workshop on Rock Art was conducted at 

Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany, Lucknow on 11th December, 
2014.  The workshop was a joint venture, under a Memorandum of 

Understanding, between Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), 
New Delhi and Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany (BSIP), Lucknow. 
 

Welcoming the guests, Prof. Sunil Bajpai, Director of BSIP, said that 
rock art presents a lively example of a multidisciplinary field where BSIP can 
provide valuable inputs. He expressed gratefulness to IGNCA for choosing 

BSIP as the nodal centre.  He welcomed the guests  at dais and committee 
members with bouquets and honoured them . 

 
The workshop was inaugurated by Dr. HS Das, IAS, Principal 

Secretary, Science and Technology, Uttar Pradesh who highlighted the 

significance of rock art as archive of the evolution of human race.  He said 
that the rock art is valuable heritage and it is everyone’s duty to work 

towards conserving rock art in our state and bring it to the knowledge of the 
authorities where action was needed.  
  

The key note address was delivered by Prof. Adiga Sundara, Mysore, 
who exposed the audience to the tremendous potential that rock art holds in 
the study of human evolution. He stated that India has the richest collection 

of rock art in the world. Prof. Sundara said that good work can be done if 
people from various disciplines get together.  

 
Dr. BL Malla, project Director, Rock Art at IGNCA gave an 

enlightening introduction to the subject of rock art and stated that 

Bhimbedka in Madhya Pradesh is a UNESCO Heritage site but Uttar 
Pradesh may be the richest of all Indian states.  Commenting on the 

national scenario, he elaborated on the plan to explore and document rock 
art in the country.  He informed that 12 states are already active and UP 
has also now joined the stream.   

 
Dr. CM Nautiyal, coordinator of the workshop, outlined the plan for 

the workshop for UP.  He said that Sonbhadra, Shankargadh, Banda, 

Chandauli are just a few of many places with sites full of rock and shelter 
art created by the primitive men.    

 
He informed that several researchers representing subjects like 

Geology, Archaeology, History, Conservation have already joined the team 

for the state.  These include Prof. Sunil Bajpai (Director, BSIP), Dr. BV 
Kharbade (Director, NRLC, Lucknow), Prof. DP Tewari (Dept. Ancient History 
& Archaeologu, Lucknow University), Prof. Kamal K Agarwal (professor and 

former HOD at Geology Dept. Lucknow University), Dr. Prabhakar Upadhyay 
(Dept. of History, BHU, Varanasi). The audience also included scholars and 

scientists from BSIP and over 3 dozen PG and doctoral students from local 
institutions.  The coordinator proposed vote of thanks. 
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In the afternoon, during the technical session, Dr. Malla outlined the 

project. Prof. Kamal K Agarwal opined that help from Geological Survey of 
India can be valuable as they are usually the first to reach the places 

considered inaccessible.  Prof. D.P. Tewari from University of Lucknow 
shared his experience in rock art in the Vindhyans.   In his lecture, Dr. CM 
Nautiyal introduced the radiocarbon and uranium series dating and said 

that with advent of AMS dating, and sophisticated equipment like MIC MC 
ICP-MS, it is possible to make measurements even with minute quantitities 
of samples obtained by scraping the paint or the deposited calcite on rocks 

or in the engraving.    Among others who attended the workshop also 
included Dr. Jitendra Kumar Singh from Sonbhadra, several students, 

research scholars and scientists from BSIP and Lucknow University and 
Mahila PG College at Geology, History, Anthropology departments. The 
speakers were presented with mementos. 

 
The programme was well covered in the media. 

 
 
 

 
CM Nautiyal 
Coordinator 
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