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Rock art of Ladakh, 1
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Chandigarh: Fromtherock artof the
northern region of India to that of Eu-
rope that goes back to the upper Paleo-
lithic period, one can witness therock
art, one of the oldest forms of expres-
sions, at an exhibition in Panjab Uni-
versity The exhibition depicting the
rock art of the world portrays how
rock art, the oldest formof expression
throughart, developed overa period of
time and apprises every one of the
rich heritageof thisart.

Starting from the northern region
of the country, the rock art of Ladakh
is exclusively petrogiyphic, while that
of Uttarakhand is pictographic. The-
reare two types of rock art thatcan be
found in Ladakh — first is secular, pre-
dominantly hunting scenes of animal
and human figures, and the second
has the Buddhist affiliation.

The exhibition also gives an in-
sight of the rock art wradition in the
eastern, western and southern parts
of India, Europe and Australia. The
maonth-long exhibition is being orga-
nized by the department of Ancient
Indian History, Culture and Archaeo-
logy (ATHC & A), PU, in collaboration
with the Indira Garxihi National Cent-
re for Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi. It is
the first time that such exhibition is
being arganized in Chandigarh. A re-
presentative collection of the signifi-
cant and important traditions have
beendisplayed continent wise. Theex-
hibition creates for the viewer, a deg-
ree of experimental contact with pre-
historicart

Vistors appreciate the creative art atPanjab University on \AEchay

Vijai Vardhan, additional chief se-
cretary, department of higher educa-
tion and cultural affairs, Haryana,
and PU vicechancellor (VC) Prof
Arun Kumar Grover inaugurated the
exhibition, which would conclude on
September 10.

In his inaugural speach, Vardhan
described the rock art as the major
component of world arts history He
stressed the importance of history for
understanding the contemporary
world. He analyzed the study of rock
art in the Indian context and underli-
ned the importance of giving more
support to rock arts conservation
“We need to cherish and protect the
cultural gift from the ancestors,” he
added.

Grover talked about the importan-

ce of a holistic study in the study of
the past. He stressed on inter4discipji-
nary approaches. Healso talked about
the future vision of PUin terms ofun-
dertaking such integrated program-
mes, integrated schools, combining
various disciplines. He was hopeful
thatin thefuture PUwould set up such
integrated programmes.

IGNCA project director Dr B L.
Mallagavean introduction totheexhi-
bition. He stressed on the significance
of this art form all over the workd. He
said that a large number of rock art
has been found in the north western
region. The present exposition is cul-
led out from the exhibitiononrock art
organized during the International
Rock Art Conference, IGNCA, New
Delhi,in 2012




