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Pondicherry University in association with the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) will be
holding an exhibition on 'the world of rock art' from July 25 to August 25 at the School of Life Sciences,
silver jubilee campus of the university. The exhibition, which is a part of the IGNCA's efforts to create
awareness about the first creative art of the mankind, will include rock art sites in India and abroad.
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WORDCRAFT AND STATECRAFT

THIS BLOG REVIEWS BOOKS, POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL EVENTS FROM A
DISTINCT PERSPECTIVE. BOOK REVIEWS WILL BE INTERESTING TO
HISTORIANS AND GRADUATE STUDENTS ALIKE.

FRIDAY, JULY 26, 2013

Rock Art Exibition in Pondicherry

A look at the world of politics, statecraft, diplomacy and  books

The Indira Gandhi Nation Center for the Arts in association with Pondicherry University
organized an exhibition of Rock Art on the campus of the University. Rock Art seems to be a
fascinating area of research and the University has a well known scholar in the field of Rock art
in Andhra Pradesh. The exhibition was inaugurated by the Vice Chancellor of Pondicherry
University, Prof (Mrs) Chandra Krishnamurthy. She spoke eloquently about the importance of


http://wordcraftandstatecraft.blogspot.in/2013/07/rock-art-exibition-in-pondicherry.html

rack art as an aspect of Indian cultural heritage. The exibition on Rock painting contained select

pieces from all all over India. The discovery of the Bhimbetka caves by Dr Wakankar in 1957 put

India on the world map of rock art studies and the 450 sites associated with the Bhibetka
e sites by UNESCO.

\

The inauguration of the Rock Art Exhibition by the Vice Chancellor and the Director of the
French Institute of Pondicherry, Prof. Pierre Grard was followed by a extensive collection of of

impressive pieces of rock paintings from all over the world.

This is an abstract representation of a figure from Central India. Done with natural pigments,

the ochre coloured art works are usually regraded as being earlier than rock art in white colour.
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Stick figures in serried ranks shows that the paleolithic age when rock art was crated there was a
rudimentary sense of social organization. A group like the one illustrated above imples some

sort of hierarchy and social organization.

The early rock art which is found in India depicts only animals. We do not get any
representations of flora in them. Were animals depeicted as a part of ritual to increase the hunt
by praying to the goddess of fertility. This question is naturally raised when we look at the social
purpose behind rock art.
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The Vice Chancellor going round the hall which displayed the photographs of rock paintings.
Pondicherry University is fortunate to have a very enlightened Vice Chancellor who is not only

interested in the academic well being of the University, but is also helping the University scale
new heights.

The INGCA also conducted a painting competition as part of the exhibition and the children of

Kendriya Vidyalaya participated in the competition.
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