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Theme of Kalåtattvako‹a
The Kalåtattvako‹a  is a lexicon of fundamental concepts of the Indian Arts. In con-

sultation with eminent scholars, a list of about 250 terms occurring in primary texts of
several disciplines and seminal to the Arts, was prepared. Each concept has been investi-
gated through primary texts of several disciplines to select a term having a core-meaning
with a pervasive nature, yet has developed different  meanings. Through such a compila-
tion, analysis and re-assembling it is possible to reconstruct the intrinsic holistic nature of
the Indian Tradition and its essential interdisciplinary approach.

 Kalåtattvako‹a Volume  I, Pervasive Terms - Vyåpti

Volume I of the Kalåtattvako‹a containing eight basic terms was published in 1988.
This preliminary volume covers eight major articles viz . Brahman (the absolute), Puru¶a
(man), Åtman (essence of everything), ›ar∂ra (the body), Pråƒa (the life breath), B∂ja (the
seed), Lak¶aƒa (sign) and ›ilpa (arts and crafts) contributed by Bettina Bäumer, Prem
Lata Sharma, H.N. Chakravarty, K.D. Tripathi and R.N. Misra.

Revised edition of the same saw the light of day in 2001.

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume II, Time and Space ñ De‹añkåla

Volume II of the same series dealing with sixteen terms relating to time and space was
published in 1992. This work contains 16 terms like Bindu (a drop), Nåbhi (the navel),
Cakra (wheel), K¶etra (space), Loka (world of appearance), De‹a (region), Kåla (time),
K¶aƒa (a moment), Krama (succession), Sandhi (junction), Sµutra (thread), Tåla (the
standard of measure in visual and performing arts), Måna (measurement), Laya (absorp-
tion), ›µunya (void) and Pµurƒa (fullness). The contributors included H.N. Chakravarty,
Bettina Bäumer, Kapila Vatsyayan, B.N. Saraswati, V.N. Misra, P.L. Sharma, S.
Chattopadhyay, G. C. Pande, Saroja Bhate, A.N. Balslev, Frits Staal, R. Tripathi, Lewis
Rowell, Bruno Dagens, S. R. Sharma and D.B. Sen Sharma.

Revised edition of the same was published in 2003.

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume III, Primal elements  ñ Mahåbhµuta

Volume III of the work on the theme of Primal elements Mahåbhµuta-s  containing
eight articles was published in 1996. This work comprises eight terms: Prakæti, Bhµuta -
Mahåbhµuta, Åkå‹a, Våyu, Agni, Jyotis/Tejas/Prakå‹a, Ap, Pæthiv∂/Bhµumi contributed by Bettina
Bäumer, K.A. Jacobsen, P. S. Filliozat, S.C. Chakrabarti, S. Chattopadhyay, L.M. Singh,
Frits Staal, S. Gupta Gomrich and P.L. Sharma.

These first three volumes were edited by Bettina Bäumer.
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Kalåtattvako‹a Volume IV, Manifestation of Nature  ñ Sæ¶¢i-viståra

Volume IV of Kalåtattvako‹a edited by Sukumar Chattopadhyay and Advaitavadini
Kaul was published in 1999 and released by the then Honíble President of India. This
book contains seven articles: Indriya, Dravya, Dhåtu, Guƒa/Do¶a, Adhibhµuta/Adhidaiva/
Adhyåtma, Sthµula/Sµuk¶ma/Para, and Sæ¶¢i/Sthiti/Sa√håra contributed by Kapila Vatsyayan,
Prem Lata sharma, Saroja Bhate, L.M. Singh, Satkari Mukhopadhyaya, R.S. Bhattacharya,
S. Chattopadhyay, H.N. Chakravarty, S.K. Lal, Ratna Basu and Sanghamitra Basu.

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume V, Form/Shape ñ  Åkåra-Åkæti

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume V named Åkåra -Åkæti edited by Prof. R .C. Sharma was pub-
lished in 2002. This volume highlights a number of visual art forms including ten articles,
rekhå, åkåra -åkæti, rµupa -pratirµupa, sakala -ni¶kala, arcå, mµurti, pratimå-pratikæti, vigraha, bandha -
prabandha and pråsåda. Contributors are: Bettina Bäumer, R.N. Misra, V.N. Misra, P.K.
Agrawala, Late Prem Lata Sharma,  R.C. Sharma, R. Nagaswamy and Krishna Dev.

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume VI, Appearance ñ  Åbhåsa

Volume VI of same series titled Appearance ñ Åbhåsa is a complementary volume of
the previous one (Vol . V) which deals with the abstract of symbolic forms . It contains
eight articles åbhåsa, sådæ‹ya-sårµupya, anukaraƒa/anukæti/anuk∂rtana, chåyå, bimba-pratibimba,
li∆ga, påda and vætti-r∂ti contributed by P.K. Agrawala,  Late Vidya Nivas Misra, Anamika
Roy, Puspa Tiwari, Radhavallabh Tripathi, S . Chattopadhyay, Biswanath Bhattacharya and
N .C. Panda. This is edited by two Research Officers of IGNCA, Varanasi S . Chattopadhyay
and N.C. Panda. Volume is in press and will be published very shortly.

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume VII, Substratum/Abode ñ  Åyatana

Volume VII of  Kalåtattvako‹a deals with the theme of Substratum/Abode ñ Åyatana.
This volume includes seventeen concepts relating to substratum under the main heading
Åyatana, viz . kuƒŒa, koƒa/a‹ra/vætta, garbha, citi -caitya -stµupa, t∂rtha, p∂¢ha, praståra, maƒŒapa,
maƒŒala, yantra, yµupa, yoni, ratha, vedi -vedikå -sthaƒŒila, sa√sthåna -sannive‹a, stambha -skambha
and sthåna -åyatana

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume VIII,  Symbols and Motifs ñ Prat∂ka -Abhipråya

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume VIII is proposed to highlight on the theme of Symbols and
Motifs - Prat∂ka -Abhipråya which is supposed to deal with twenty articles on abhipråya,
kala‹a -kumbha, k∂rtimukha, gavåk¶a, triratna -ratna, dhvaja, nandyåvarta, padma -kamala, prat∂ka,
makara -m∂na, ma∆gala, mithuna, latå, væk¶a, vyåla/ ∂håmæga, ‹a∆kha, ‹ålabha¤jikå, ›r∂vatsa,
svastika and ha√sa

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume IX,  Arts & Skill ñ Kalå -›ilpa

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume IX proposes to handle the theme of Arts & Skill - Kalå -›ilpa
including twelve terms -- ala∆kåra, åyudha/åyudha -puru¶a, kalå, citra -citrakara, pa∆kti -avali -

( 2 )



målå, patra -racanå, pramåƒa, racanå -ålekhana, våstu, bahumukha -bahubhuja and sthapati -
sthåpatya.

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume X, Dance -Dramaturgy and Music -- Nå¢ya -Sa∆g∂ta

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume X is supposed to concentrate on the theme of Dance -Drama-
turgy and Music -- Nå¢ya -Sa∆g∂ta which would like to cover the terms, sa∆g∂ta -gåna -g∂ta,
mårga -de‹∂, råga -anuråga -rågiƒ∂ (in 3 parts citra, nætya and general), vådya -åtodya, nætya/
nætta, mudrå, hasta, karaƒa -a∆gahåra, abhinaya -nå¢ya, åsana, nåyaka -nåyikå, sa∆keta, bhåva -
vibhåva -anubhåva etc.

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume XI,  Aesthetics -- Rasa-Saundarya

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume XI proposes to highlight the subject on Aesthetics -- Rasa -
Saundarya and likes to cover the concepts, viz . rasa, saundarya -låvaƒya, lalita -lålitya, ram-
ramaƒ∂ya, cåru -cårutå, madhura -mådhurya, prasåda, ‹obhå, uddhata -sukumåra, camatkåra -
camatkæti, ruci, l∂lå-kr∂Œå, sådhåraƒ∂-karaƒa and sahædaya -rasika -bhåvaka.

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume XII, Logos  --  Våk

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume XII is likely to concentrate on the theme of Logos  --  Våk and it
wants to cover the concepts viz . våk, spho¢a, nåda, dhvani, svara -vya¤jana, varƒa -målin∂-
måtækå, pada, ‹abda, artha, sahita -såhitya, våkya, mantra, chandas-måtrå, åkhyåna, kåvya, pratibhå
and vimar‹a

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume XIII,  Faculties of  Consciousness  ñ Citta bhµumi

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume XIII is supposed to cover the theme of  Faculties of Conscious-
ness  ñ Cittabhµumi which is likely to handle the concepts viz . manas, citta, buddhi -dh∂-praj¤å,
aha∆kåra, hædaya, våsanå-tæ¶ƒå, kåma, sukha -du¨kha, ‹raddhå, ‹ånti, yoga, dhyåna, samådhi
and bhakti.

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume XIV, Foundations of Knowledge -- J¤åna tattva

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume XIV is likely to concentrate on the subject Foundations of
Knowledge -- J¤åna tattva which proposes to deal the terms viz . cit-caitanya, j¤åna -vij¤åna,
vidyå, ‹åstra, tattva, dar‹ana, avadhåna, vi¶aya, nåma, svarµupa -svabhåva, pramåƒa, prat∂ti -
anumiti etc.

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume XV, Cosmic offering -- Yaj¤a -upåsanå

Kalåtattvako‹a Volume XV is proposed to highlight on the subject Cosmic offering --
Yaj¤a -upåsanå and likely to cover the concepts yaj¤a, pµujå-upåsanå-saparyå, utsava, vrata,
upacåra, d∂k¶å, viniyoga, sa√skåra -sa√skæti, nyåsa, åsana, sådhanå/tapas siddhi -vibhµuti, dæ¶¢a -
adæ¶¢a etc.
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