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"...l \have tried to find out about those remarkable men and women whose
passion, perseverance and pieneering zeal have laid the foundations of what
is the largest film producing film industry in the world. These pioneers are
metivated nat so much by profit as a sense of adventure and fascinatian with
a new medium whose creative possibilities they anly vagualy understood™

' "-Bhagwan Das Garga
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website: www.ignca.nic.in

Follow us on: www.facebook.com/IGNCA; Twitter: @igncakd
Pleasea visit "Svasti Sankul {Souvenir Shop, Cafetena, Art Gallery),

* Permanent Photographs Gallery of Raja Deen Dayal at IGNCA Campus, New Delhi- 110001
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A Story Called Cinema: The B.D. Garga Archives

A Stary Called Cinema is a tribute to the kahaanikar (storyteller) that Sh. B.D.
Garga was of India's enchanting filmic heritage. His writings and memorabilia
evoke an insider's perspective as cine-stars of yesteryears and the masters of
India cinema come alive.

A cinema lovers’ treasure, his memorabilia comprises 4614 acquired and 1195
donated items. The B.D. Garga archives are an enthralling kaleidoscope of rare
posters, photographs, working sfills, lobby-cards, advertisements, books and
journals.

The showcase that you will see today traces Sh, B.D. Garga's own recreation of
the history of the moving image in India from its origin to memorable cinematic
milestones.

B.D. GARGA (1924-2011)

Sh. Bhagwan Das Garga was a pioneering film historian and filmmaker. Bomn in
Punjab, his love for moving images took him to Mumbai and then onward to
London, Paris and Moscow.

An emissary of Indian cinema in the west, Sh. Garga reflected on how Indian
cinema is “peculiar to a people...and must be viewed from this standpoint.” He
encouraged scholarly writing and popular dialogue to account for the . tempo
of life in India.”

A founding member of the Mational Film Archive of India, Sh. Garga also
received the National Film Award for the best book on Indian film twice— in 2007
for From Raj to Swaraj: The Non-fiction movie in India and in 2012 for Silent
Cinema in India: A pictorial journey. The incredibly arresting photographs,
posters, film stills and memorabilia in these books as well as IGNCA's collection
capture both the flourishes and idiosyncrasies of Indian cinema.

Sh. Garga began his filmic journey as an apprentice to V. Shantaram and went
on to direct several documentary films. Encouraged by journalist and filmmaker
K.A. Abbas, he began writing on cinema. Over the years, he matured as an
authority on film history and was widely published in collaboration with the
British Film Institute and the Cinematheque Francaise. Sh. Garga wrote
extensively on World and Indian cinema. In 1969 he organized the first ever
retrospective of Indian film in the Cinematheque Francaise. In a touching tribute
he was awarded the V. Shantaram Lifetime Achieverment Award in the field of
Documentary cinema in 1996,

Sources;

B.D. Garga: Cinema in India {1954)

G. Chatterjee: Creativity in Silent Era Indian Cinema (20186)

J. Dimmock: P.K. Nair Remembers B.D. Garga (2011)

M. Rohit: Winds from the East {n.d. Retrieved January 4 2017)
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Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts

Cordially invites all to
the inauguration of the exhibition

A Stmy Called Cinema:
The B.D. gar{ga Archives

Date: Thursday, 9 February, 2017
At 4:00 pm
Venue: Exhibition Hall, 11 Mansingh Road, New Delhi- 110001
The exhibition will remain open from
10th February to 23rd February, 2017 from 10 am to 6 pm
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tags www.facebook.com/IGNCA; feaes: Twitter: @igncakd
e +91-11-23388815

Nearest Metro Stations: Central Secretariat,
Gate No. 2 & Janpath, Gate no. 1and 4

Entry & Parking Free




