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On the occasion of sixth Dr. V. S. Wakankar Memorial Lecture and Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
an exhibition ‘Bhimbetka: An Artist’s Paradise’ was inaugurated by Baba Yogendraji, 
Hon’ble Founder Member, Sanskar Bharti and Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi, Hon’ble Member 
Secretary, IGNCA on 4th April, 2022 at Darshanam 1, IGNCA, New Delhi. Shri Vasudeo 
Kamath, Hon’ble Trustee, IGNCA was special guest on this occasion. The exhibition concept 
and direction was carried out by Prof. B. L. Malla, HoD, Adi Drishya, IGNCA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bhimbetka rock shelters are UNESCO World Heritage rock art site in Raisen District 
of Madhya Pradesh. It was discovered by Padmashree Dr. Vishnu Shridhar Wakankar.  

This exhibition is primarily based on the water colour reproductions of the rock 
paintings of Bhimbetka made by various renowned artists during a three days artist’s 
workshop held in collaboration with Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal 
at Bhimbetka from 20th -22nd November, 2019 by IGNCA. The artists from different parts of 
India participated in this workshop and reproduced eye-view of the lifestyle of early 
humans on acrylic sheet and art paper. The artists participated were Shri Vasudeo Kamath, 
Shri Abhishek Acharya, Shri Kantharaj N., Shri Narayan Vyas, Shri Rajput Gyaneshwar, Shri 

Fig. 1: Baba Yogendraji and Dr. Sachchidanand Joshiji inaugurating the exhibition 

Fig. 2: Glimpses of artist’s workshop at Bhimbetka 
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Natu Tandel, Shri Sunil Kumar Singh Kushwaha, Shri Sharad Taware, Shri Sunil Pujari, Shri 
Mehul Prajapati, Shri Lingaraju, Smt. Sangita Gada, Shri Sunil Vishwakarma, Shri Amit 
Kumar and Shri Laxman Prasad. 

  

  After the successful completion of the workshop, altogether 48 paintings were 
made by these artists, which are displayed in this exhibition in this order: (1) General view 
of Bhimbetka (2) Prehistoric Fauna (3) Hunting Scene (4) Domestication Scene and (5) 
Historical Scene.  

The thematic arrangements of paintings and its details give profound insight of daily 
life activities, rituals, beliefs of prehistoric habitation and society at large. The distinct 
subjects painted under these categories also bring forth the evolution of cognitive ability of 
imagination, creativity, expression and wisdom of humankind. In order to acknowledge this 
unusual art work, a screen is also placed in exhibition hall especially with visuals of 
paintings along with details of artist who made it during the workshop at Bhimbetka. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 3: Baba Yogendraji with Prof. B. L. Malla and Shri Vasudeo Kamath (L) and university students (R) at the exhibition   

Fig. 4: General view of the exhibition 
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 General view of Bhimbetka 
 

The rock shelters of Bhimbetka lies in the foothills of Vindhyan Mountain. The paintings 
displayed under this section include glimpses of various magnificent views of rock shelters, 
auditorium cave and prehistoric habitation at Bhimbetka. The artist tried to put forth the 
interaction between human and nature in these paintings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Prehistoric Fauna 

 
The depiction of mythical boar, antlers, running animal figures, birds, leaping monkeys, 
humped bulls, human and animal figures are found painted widely in this section. The style, 
techniques, color compositions and textures used in these painting on acrylic sheet or art 
paper’s surface shows the antiquity of association of human and animals of prehistoric 
times.  

 Hunting Scenes 

The paintings in this section highlight the elaborated panels of Bhimbetka with ancient hunting 

scenes. In such a panel a human painted in stick shape chasing a hunt with bow and arrows. 

There are various types of animals depicted as hunt which includes mythical animals, humped 

Fig. 6: Painting of Mythical Boar (L) and painting of stick shape human and animals (R)  

Fig. 5: Ms. Smita Nagdev and visitors(R) watching the paintings of Bhimbetka 
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bulls, deer etc, where as in some other paintings the hunting and human performing rituals are 

depicted together. 

  

 Domestication Scenes: 

Domestication of a few animals like cattle, horse etc., are presented in this section’s painting. 
The X-ray and decorated style bodies of the animals are drawn with different patterns of criss-

cross lines. The varied decorated line patterns are represented on the body of animals. The 

paintings displayed under this head include grazing land scene, social life scenes, Bull rider etc.  
 

 Historical Scenes:  

The wide compositions from the medieval period are shown here, the warriors riding on horse 

armed with swords and shields, marching soldiers, battle scenes, cavaliers are painted 

magnificently.   

 

 

This exhibition is reflection of excerpts of the decorated panels of rock art created by 

prehistoric artists at Bhimbetka. While painting, the artists have observed the rock art at 

Bhimbetka so carefully that they have brought out this art work realistically in best possible 

manner.  

 

It is an exclusive exhibition that has been organised to represent the various aspects of 

human life from the prehistoric to historical period, with the aim of making the essence of this 

heritage accessible to the common man living far away from the site. The exhibition is well 

received by the artists, research scholars, university students and general public at large. Earlier, 

it was proposed to be from 4
th

- 19
th

 April, 2022 but with the overwhelming response received so 

far, the duration of exhibition has been extended till 25
th

 April, 2022. The exhibition is open for 

view from 9:30 am – 5:30 pm from Monday-Sunday. 

 

 

 

Fig. 7: Prof. Sarit K. Chaudhuri (L) and visitors(R) closely viewing paintings of Historical section  
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Fig. 7: A group photograph at the exhibition  
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By : EduAdvice  2022-04-07  

https://eduadvice.in/educational-news-details/ignca-me-bhimbetka-se-rubru-hone-ka-avsar/1569 
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